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CONFIDENTI,;L - Nor TO BE PUBLIJHED GR PRINT~D IN P.NY FOIL" -
NOTro BE DISTRIBUTED TO P.NYOl\TE ELSE. FOR YOUR HiJIDS ONLY. 

PrinG- Minister Levi Eshkol 

An swering Q,ucstions 01' MeLber s of the 

Unit ed J ewish lippeEtl nOpcration I s r c.:.e 1 It 

J erusalen , DGc . 4 , 1968 

Er. E shkol : 
It ~s ve ry irr.~)ort[nt and very good thnt you a r e with u s . 

The Soviets ha ve start€d , in the last couple of weeks, t o 
t alk t o us , direc tly or indirectly , cor e softly. Being a Jew of 
Russian G:xtraction , I hav G t ried durL'1g Ly service in this offic e 
to t alk t o th~w too very pol itely. But I e~ not inclined now, 
~fter five or sIx yc~rs of being Prine Minister , to believe 
s eriously t hic softening up i n their t alks to us . 

Th ey w~nt t o p~natra ta - end thuy aTE ~lr~cdy in th i s pGrt 
of the world . It is e ol d dr~en fro~ Pettr th Gree t ' s tL~c . 
They Dr e succeeding , ,PElr Iy . They v;ould pres t'.!"'. -bi like IlorL , 
but this d,:;p~nr s very !'.uch upon the West , 'nd this o...:;[>ns the 
United Stat ,, " . If the Unit ed Stctcs end tlcto begin to start 
understending €. bit more nnd o~en their t:j"as , th o,) will ge t £1 
better l ook at wh·t is go i ng on here . 

Will t hey a ct? Nobody cen tell nO\~. The Un i ted states i s 
still str onger c. t soa . "Ie thin.1( thrt 'we e r c do ing n job h e r G, 
a lthough nobody cakl;;d us , but ..,.,-<.. 3re dOing it for our selves with
out any help , ond we ar.:: conpclled to do without h.-lp . This is 
very LI'!l})ort "nt for the ;,'est "'nd for tho United Stfl t C:J . 

Of coursc , there are things th~t I c2nnot discl ose t o you. 
It i s nefJr the brink th~t I en t , lkin~ to you now. They kn;;;w how 
to [JI'lpr ec i rtc w!::.' t v-.'ould ht'vc ha::-INn(;d in the Six Day 'No r - which 
was a brilliDnt thing - and th~ r ...... l{ God , we VI~rc l;r&pa r e.' . I n 
Yiddish they say - II c ir ot mc.hr nezcl ll..'1.d s i cchel" - nayb~ we h a d 
the two things with us , s i och .... l r..nd r.J..6zcl . 

We hed tha t~ols , althcugh not ~nough , OCCClU!:;e you neve r 
know how ouch is "nough . No\'\: ,'Je ar e in Fl si-cuetion th a t wh t. r ee s 
we destroyed the Egyptian a ir f l e:.c't , RUssia IInS very quick t o 
r epl enish Rnd g ive - soae s ey 50% more tools . 

They g:lV-= Egypt the Ei g 21 and even Mi g 2 3 instead of the 
t,1i g 17. Ins tc.£d cf thiJ T 53 e nd T 54 t ::mks , the y ar e a lready 
t alking 'bout a T 55 . 

life h c: ve t o be ::-,repar ed for th e sar.le as W~ we r e i n June , 1967 , 
although we werc: t old th<' t i f cnything 'Vms go i ng t o h~p.i?en it 
would be only in 1970. 

There is no doubt tha t the Egyptians are :-repari ng , ('nd 011 
the other lJ'ecb States Braund us . B .... for e th e Six Dey ·w'ja r . our 
Commanders 'would c:. l".."ys be t alking of :;:gypt or Jord on or Syr i a , 
but what would be the cnsa it they ~ll de cided to Wlito and the 
war would stert fron all sidus . Th~y tried t o r.ssurG ne th r t we 
were prepor ed . We h:ve t o thirL'Lc th~- t next twe , which ~~~:?lG 
t h ink may ou in n :10nth , in throe nonths or it r::..ay t cke a y .:;ar 
or two , heve to be pr ep ar ed :or Q concerted effort by t hee ell . 

- 1 -



You asked about Russia , and I have told you what Russ i a 1 s 
i deas are , wd Hhat their desire is . They want to t ake their 
r eal pl ace her e . We ar e i n their way , al hough >Ie ar e only hlo 
and a hal f million , including our own l~abs . 

The Russians feel that our capabilities are ouch str onger 
than 2 . 4 mlli on, and this i s why ~fe I re i n their way . 

Let us hope tha t we wi l l find a way that the Unit ed States , 
with their new presid~nt , will help us . And we need help . You 
know tha t whereas N~sser gets hundreds of planes and tanks and 
mi ssiles gr~'t is , or as a l oan that nobody knows when it wi ll have 
to be repaid , we have had hnve had to pay , until now , for every
thing, down t o the l as t penny . 

\ofe still don r t know the price of the Phc'.nt oms , Some say 4 
mi llion , some say 4 . 5 million for each . fifty t' es 4 . 5 milli on 
i s $225 mil l i on , and with spnre parts etc . it will be mar c . 

I don ' t think that this i s enouch for us - 50 planes . We have 
to rely on ourselves . 

l..s Churchill said, "Give us the tools and we will do the j ob . n 

I have s9id several ti ,es in the United 3"'t at es t.-!hen they 
talked about the Six h Fleet , "e would not like that their wives 
and daughters should she their ears for ~~ir sons , husbands or 
brothers ;;ho ",ight fall her in the fight bet ween us and the Ar ab 
cou ntries . We will do tho job ourselves , just give us the tools . 
Thi s i s the maximum we c~~ hope for . We are rendy to pay the full 
price . 

\'Ie shall never give up ho e or ne ot1ations for peace \.;i th the 
l~abs , and trying to f ind a way to get peace . 

Nobody can tell ,you , even I, nd I ~ an ortirni st , when and 
how . I affi not sure thct before we can reach such a ata e , we will 
not have to have another war . Even this , nobody can promi se you . 

You will f i nd people who know and understand the s i tuat i on who 
s~y that i t may happen next year . 

It i s the tru h that i f 'He try to do sOMe"'hing , we should cal 
culate whether it i s >Torth trying to do it . I n 1967 to go to 
Cairo , would be 'J. cr azy thing fo r us . ·,/hlit would we do with 30 
million Ar abs , falaheen , i n Egypt . Je are r a i sed and accustomed to 
more egalitari an customs - I would not say socialism because we are r 
f ar from i t , but to have t ens of millions of starving people as the 
I.r abs are today under the I s r aeli r egi me ! l'iorst of RlI , how could 
t wo and half million J ews swall ow them? 

If Ca iro , why not J.!!I..I:D.an , and i f dnman , why not Damascus? f..fter 
all , accordi ng to the Bi ble , we we r e onc e in Amman , and we were onc e 
i n Damascus , so we could build up a case , but no , i t would net make 
s ense for us . 

The West B2Bk keeps us in a bit of a pr ed i cament . It means 
having 1. 5 million Ar abs I<ith their natural increase way ahead of 
ours - and 2 . 4 million Jews . 
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'de hC've s a i d suver a l t i DGS thct. we a r e reCd~n~O negotia te 
pence with all the hr ebs t og0ther, and with ench7 ~~crately . 
But tho trouble i s that they er a not r end y, not t ogdther end not 
separ a t ely. lie nill sGort with J ord an . 

\'/ith Hussein, VIS t hink thc t h e would l ike ~cC\co , but he is 
weak , and he says that he has t o c onsult his "Bi g Brother lr -

Nusser be cause h..J i s afraid, [md one bulle t e nn finis h :::.11 his 
kingdon , especially now thnt tho Fetah groups have dev. l o?ed as 
they have . 

Ther e or e r.ot only t hr ee states , Egy~t , J ordon and Syria -
there are a lso the Jlro.bs living in the West Bank. Ther e a r e 
sone 800 , 000 Ar abs . Ther e i s en i dee ~o stort negoti c ti ons 
with then . 

I hav e t c lked t o hol f (' dozen of }lr a b V]}l ' s , r epr esentatives 
of t hese P:;!: l cstine J;r nbs . One said , pecot; yes , but with honour . 
I s o i d yes, pecce of C0urOf;;: with honour, but not l ess honour than 
you gave us in connecti on with the Wailing \'/a11 for 20 years . 
J\ccording t o the decis i on of the UN, we hed tht,; r i ght of nn 
appr oacl1 to tho lioiling 1'1311. He 3c i c th",t they hod n"de sooe 
nistekcs. I "'.n sure thnt i 1' we nll owe d then this again , the y 
woul d do the s~ thing . 

We a N still discussing it. They suy thct they will t alk 
to the KillS . They w--:nt e. peace. Thl'~' went p:nnits t o go ove r 
there , s o rt locst we should kno'N i": bout it. ;Ve sa i d , by n1l 
Deems, go '1nd tclk t o the KL . They 3.'J.Jr thC't uo.ybe with 
Nasser they will heve t o t a lk . Jill right, t .o Nnsser - we h ove 
nothing t o l ose - tclk t o Nasser . 

Then a :lonth. 
cone ond se$ thnt 
ripe . 

r t\lO 08J by ~nd you hecr tlothi ng , or they 
they connot do thi s or that - the tine i s not 

l'.gc.in , so ·"I.B not to l ose any hope , bco::!usc wi thout hope , 
we or e l ost . This is the g!'o~.test asset we hev e . Our opt inism 
end our beli e!' . 

The lL!st question was r nce , end \..nnt '1bout aft er peace . 
First of all, let us cross this bridgo to r each peaco , but the 
second ve ry ioportent thing i s not just pr opaganda . We a r e now 
t a lking as friEn6s, so thc t ny purrose 1s no t thnt i f I t ell 
you t h i s and this J tonorroVl you ~ c: n h(;lp solva t he probl ell. It 
is nor e J ews thnt are needed . 

It is s ooc tines ve::y sod t o b o so i so l f' t ed I and a lvw.ys t o 
r e ly on .o.iracle s . We don't belie ve too ::lUch in n irocles . If ' 
you hav e tine f or t echnicc l educ a tion , then you con Wlderstand , 
but i n t e n or fift een ye ars tice , then they nay hav~ Dor e 
peopl e , e nd be nore pr epar ed . So vIe nGsd Dor e peopl e . 

We need not only Dor e peopl e . . The questi on VIUS , vhElt 
a bout after pep. c9 , not just a reace , but an eternal peace . 
Whe t i s e t ernel pen ce , between Gero::my and France , f or instance? 
Ther e i s no a s surcnce of e terna l pecce . 

~\fter pence , with peace , without peace , during peD ce J we 
need fJnny nor e peopl e . It so happens th nt Israe l vros est ablished 
as c. State after the Hitler Ho l ocaust, b~ C Ciuse otht) rwise we 
would hov e nillions of Europccn Jews . 
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When I l eft Russiu , We then \vere nor e thcn 6 r.:illion Jews 
i n Russ i a in · 1913 . Today , ther e e rc at l east three end a helt 
tillion J ews , ond an Iron Curtain between us nnd between then , 
as botween the Western Vlor l d and Russia . In Eur ope today we 
hav e about one ond Q half Rillion, in France , England ~nd other 
c01Ll1tr ies . 

I have always hoped that I srael would be so ottrElc tive that 
peopl e would cane . ~s it i s today , there i s still so~e icmi gra
tion , although not rrao the Enstern countri es . The iccigration 
a:fter the est obli shnent of the stat e was alr eady a:fter Hitler , so 
we wer e lucky to heve nore th.::m a million Jews - r emnants of the 
Canps , Gnd hWldreds of thousands of Jews fron the _4rab countries . 

We have taken out neo.rly all the Jews f r om the Arob di aspor a. 
For the~ it i s a r eal r edenpt i on . It i s a r ealizat i on of the 
Zi oni st dr eam ; or of the prophetic dream tha t one day they will 
cme t ogether I cnd Israel will i n- gnther all the Jews . 

The Jews nr c now concentrated in four , instead of dozens of 
pl nces . That is , Isreel , Sov5.et Union , the United Stat e s with 
two or thre e I:lOro ti!:les thon we hnv here in Israel , Europe Vli th 
a mil lion . 

In Russin there are 3 and half Dillion. When some of us 
ar c asked if he believes thot in another five ten years Jews 
will come fran Russia , they s"y they do . Russ i~ t~day i s not 
in the days of Stelin ond Lenin - there is a big differ ence 
between Stalin and Lenin, and the Russia of Krus c:hav is not the 
Russ i a of KosYGin - you f eel a f i ne difference here and t he r e . 
There is the generation of Yevtoshcnko nd one day they l~Y came 
to the helm of goverIlDent so vee may have Jews f r oE! ther e . 

Once Vie had bet~-een one thousQm rjnd two thousnnd Je ws f ran 
Russia , but after the -NQr they severed ell connections . But today 
already again we see the beginning of 80 to 100 per Donth . Why? 
We don ' t know, \Jhy not? W.:- c.lso don't know t he r easons why not . 

But why they hove storted again to do soncthing b r ings up 
what I seid at tho buginning . Thero is SOTIe softening uP. 

Ther e are then two ways of increasing our ?opulct i on -
imnigration and increes6 in our naturel oliyo , natural birt hrat e . 
It will truce tine till our ?eo:,l e espec i ally - the Europeans -
although the l.oo rican J evrry has c. highe r bir thrate then the 
Eur opeans . But the European birt hrate is ver y snol l , but at l east 
an additi onal child . 

I an not spe~king of t he Orientel Jews , thank God. The re the 
birthrcte i s high, and our nedica.l"help end s ervices are very we l l 
deve l oped . Mortality i s very low - we are e ither the first or 
the second in the world , but this i s the c.ethod of incr eas ing our 
nUI!lbers . 

Thi s i s the nost impbrtant thine; ofte r we have pen ce . Befor e 
we hav e peace , we end you , we have t o be on gunrd , nnd you can 
help us . We s~ond half of our annunl budget , 3 billion pounds 
on defence - it nny be 40% This i s unheard of . And so i s the 
help of world Jewry. Otherwise we SID?ly cou l d not do i t . 
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We thus n eed nc'rs tf!nks and nor e :DI enes and thinGs tha t I 
don ' t went t o t ~ lk nbout in public , end wo hove t o deve lo~ our 
econany 'lnd cbsorb be tweeJi 30 , 000 to 40 , 000 ir...r.1igr cnts every 
yeEl r . Thi s !!locns housing , first of a ll. Tc.ke G R'lX'.::::m i on 
:loctor - .:; w:"nl'l.erful l'Grson , who storted with a. sne.l l h ouse of 
60 sq . netres - two snaIl r ooms end Il kitchen . It wes c1risht 
with one child . trnen they had t.hre e end t hen f our children , 
they needed ano ther roan. Th is nr"ln is a lready the Direct-'Jr of 
~n ho s~itnl s o he could effor d t o buil e himself . There ar e 
PGo;J l e with 8 or 10 chi l dren in two snaIl r OOI:l3 . .', lthough you 
will find t housands of such f anilies in Israe l . 

This r.le(lns noney . I C G£10 ~, crcss 0 fcnily in the Gc.li l ee 
with 17 child r en. T'ne fathe r Qna nother Give the iopression 
that they e r e r Gcdy and fit for ~ udditionQl one or two. The 
only t hing that t he nother askGd me wes that ~ne of her sons 
s erves as a policcnc.n in Tel .. ·.viv, .. nd I shuul": h ~lp hiT)'l to be 
transf erred t Galilee t o be n~~r the facily . 

I vms ostrnishod , "'lnt! l,l:::lS v .rj" J: I :1d r:!n,~ v OJ ry hepry . I 
r.yse lf bel onged t o ~ racily 0f t en children, nd in those deys 
ther e wer e 18 , 20 , 22 children. \ j ...... or", not ask1ui/ for this , but 
at least nor\.. then <Jn~ )r twJ' ch il~ren - tllis is ... Dus t f or us . 
Otherwise t he ccn etit i ,:m bct\'loiJn us ned tht.': .;r.,:bs will be .:l 
very difficult onc . 

I h~ve talked about thi~ or e then 0th~r thi 5 , becvu5e 
this is r eally v er y L."::ll,ortcnt . 

RGbbi Herbert .... . Fric~.!!"'n : G",ntl~~en , the Prima Mini ster 
was s1J,(7;estlnc that th\.. !1lSl,~oJ. r t the; Jewish ~roblen lie s wi thin 
the pr oductive cc.:D ~ city \)f everyonc . Inplicit in thnt was the 
trsating of you as friends and oqucls, bocause he was sharing 
his ceepost thoughts "lith you . 

Jlfter ~10""CC c anes the fUturt.. r O ..... Jth of this country , .::nd 
that depends u~on ;eo~l& . 

The easy answe r i s th('t it dC?Gn.ls u~on rloney , b ut he d i ll 
not sc.y thot - the nor a iI:J.p\)rtnnt 'me dec?cr nnswer i s tha t it 
depends upon :Jcopl.:; . Thnt i s the loyalty , ":1'1 I think th~t when 
he said thElt you end I a r o together, I think that tha t wes a lso 
a COD1Jlitlent · ... 'hich he pai e us . 
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JoREI GN MINI STER lJlEA EBAN 

Answering Quest i ons of Members of the 

Uni ted Jewish Appeal 1I 0peration Israel" 

Jerusalem , Dec . 4 , 1968 

The first quest i on touches the c entral nerve of our policy -
the questi on o f peace . I don 't know , how rn~y of you ar e able to 
conjure up in your imagination the I s r ael you would have found if 
you could have come here in the summer of 1967 , a1ter ten years of 
relative stDbi li ty , during \'1h i ch there had not been a. s i ngle colli
s i on of v i ol ence bet\>Teen I s r ael and the United .t..r ab Republic . \;fe 
found ourselves at the very bri nk of the precipice . There we were 
with 200, 000 Egyptian troops i n Sina i, with the Egypt ian ai rfi elds 
two mi nutes from our citi~s and centres of population ; 4C, 000 Syri an 
troops in the north overlooking the villages i n Upper Galilee and 
the Jordan plain ; the whole e-=y of the t1Agdomof Jo an arrayed 
against our narrow bottleneck i n the coastal pIon ; und over agai nst 
western Jerusalem; an illicit blockade cutting us off from two 
thirds of the world ; 90% of our fuel supplies blocked from entering , 
and the ob ject of thi s entire blockade of encirclement , frankly 
described by President Nasser . The ob ject he s~idr i s not the 
blockade of the Gulf of Aqaba - ,he issue now is the destruction of 
Israel . 

Thus , after 4 , 00 years of continuous history , end 20 years 
of sovereignty , I he prospect of Israel ' s extinction was being 
sertously di scussed in the world . In Arab ca~itals , with intoxi cated 
joy, and elsewhere with profound , but i mpotent anguish . 

Now , I bring you these memori es at the beginning of my ~marks , 
not in order to st ir your emot i ons , or even t o kindle your pri de , 
but because these memori es are essential t o an underst~~ding of our 
policy . Unless you understand our memory , you cannot understand our 
policy . 

Our policy emerges fror. our memory , and its c entral principle 
can be s i mpl y stated : Never ageinmn ~ return t o the s ituation of 
vulnerability of territorial strangulati on from which we have 
emerged . Never can we have Syrian guns broodi ng over us in Upper 
Gali l ee . Never can we have Arab armi es crushing us up agai nst the 
coast . Never again can thi s et ernal metropolis be divided . (Appl ause). 

Now the problem is not only to avoi d a return to the June 4 , 
1967 mar , but also a return to the June 4 , 1967 political and juri dic1&l 
s ituation . Never agai n armi sti ces , cease- f ires , truces which fall 
short of peace . Never agai n a position in which~ our neighbours are 
able to withhol d the ir respect of our sover e i gn"1 : and our i ntegrity . 

The only subst i tute for war i s peace - peace i n the fullest 
political and juridi~ sense . Thi s i s how wars have ended befor e 
in histor y . After the Second World War , the Alli ed troops withdraw 
f rom conquered territory only when peace treati es were s igned , and when 
the aggressors of yesterday w~re not in a pos i tion t o threaten them wi th 
a renewal of assault . In many cases in the American-Japanese peace 
treaty J terri tori al. pos itions ,,;ere maintained which would enable 
guarantees agai nst r enewed aggresion to be effective . 
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For ei gn Mi ni ster Abba Eban 

I n other words , a new structure , politically , juridi~ly . In 
terms of securi ty , 800ething new oust be bui lt . We will not go back 
to the condit i ons out of which one war tiaS creat ed, and which , i f 
renewed , would bring other wars to pass . This i s our policy - to 
try and ensure that last year ' s war shall be the last . 

I n that connection , the quest i on is very relevent . It asks us 
what the lJ.r flb mi nd is doi ng and thinking . I t i s not a unified .~'. 
pi ct ure . The r e are r oughly thr ee degrees of i ntensity i n the Arab 
r eaction to the events of las t year . 

There i s t he most radical reac i on which cooes from the r evolu
t i onary governments in Syri a 3nd Algeri a . The att i tude of these 
governments di sproves the theory that men ever l ear nt from hi s t or y or 
experience . My mom v i ew of hi story i s that men and nations behave 
wi sel y onee they have exhausted all other alternat i ves . 

The reyol utionary governments still think in terms of rever sing 
the whol e course of history, and heir wind is still obsessed by dark 
and very t~.ngible vi s i ons of Isr ael' 5 di sappertr::l.llce . 

The second negrea of i ntensity repres~nts tha ot Cairo ; i t i s 
one that finds i t very hArd t the rec~en 0 eny Israel ' s reB~ ity . I 
thi nk that when you go down to the Canal nrea, i t ~ust be very diffi
cult for the people on the a her side of the Canal to wonder whether 
I s r ael exi steor not - nd certrinly those who hni experi ences i n the 
1967 encounter , must r€:gar d I s r e:.el as a somewhat obt r usi ve fac t . 

But thi s fact they w uld l i ke to confi ne and restri c t to a s i t 
uat i on i n ~6 first place , by res~oring he 1967 s i tuati on , wi t hout 
peace , wi thout recognition , leaving their options open for the 
ul~ inate assault . This is the two- feced ppro~ch l first of all to 
put I s r ael back in the strai ght - jacket , and then at a suit abl e time , 
to r enew the final assault . 

I t is age i nst thi s policy , chi efly , that we have to fight , 
because i t has a diplo~tically soductive air . It sounds much more 
moder ate than it is , end t:ost of ,.,hat I :..nd my colleagues i n the 
For ei gn Servi ce have been dOing, i s to prevent th~ crystall i zation of 
the policy of back to June 4th , 1967 . \~e have constructed an i nt er 
nat i onal coal i t i on , headed by the United States whi ch opposed the con
cept of r eturn to the past , and which advocates the const ruct i on of a 
new ed i f ice of relations i n the future . 

The quest i on i s whether there i s a thi rd el ement i n the Ar ab 
mind . Pr esi dent Bourgi ba has the advantage or di sadvantage , or 
di s t ance , and at any r ate , i s a marginal el ement in Arab life . I nte
llectuall y i t i s i mportant . 1~ Arab l eader for the fi r st t i me di s 
oisses , wi th oockery , the concept of I s r ael ' s tempor ary char acter . 
The quest i on i s whether such r eali sm can be found nearer to home . 

We have r eason to thi nk , as a resul t of our expl or ations end 
cont acts , that t here are some people i n the Arab worl d , princ i pall y 
i n the Palestine Ar ab communi ty and i n Jordan , whose atti t ude may be 
described i n the fol lowing ways . They also wish that Israel had not 
come int o exi st ance , but the gr eat part of human life i s composed of 
reconcilliati on to undesi rabl e facts . They mi ght want us not to 
exis t , but they do not believe that we shall cease to exist . 11r ab 
nat i onali sm has won its v i ctori es in i ts 15 i ndependent st ates . I n 
one place i t di d not get i t s way . Ther e are t hose who 'liould r econ
cile thecsel ves to thi s verdict . Very f ew nat i ons have secured a 
hi gher pr oport i on of thei r total aspirat i ons . 
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Forei gn Mi nister Abba Eban 

There is i n fact a certain strai n of ::-ecliso in the l~rab 
i nquest on the war , and thinking on the present . How do we 
bri ng more ros.:!..ia!O about? First of all, by st,mdi ng fir~ . With 
a weak , r~treating Israel? no Arab state will make peace. But 2 
solid, con....-1dent Israel , some Arab minds will reconcile ther.tselves 
to it . There is ~ ce r tain dynaEism in what we are Jo i ng when we 
say that we will stay where we a re until the r e i s peece . This is 
not a st~tic attitude. This is not because we enjoy the process 
of having under our domination a million and a half ambs who are 
not our citizens who are not able to flow into the bloodstream of 
our society. 

It is not because the cease-fire lines are the only poss ible 
lines . It is becaust we wp~t by standi ng firm , to gener ate, in the 
Arab mind , a desirE for change. 

We want to restrict the .krobs to their choice of area . lie 
say to them, either the present posit i on, or i f you don't like it 
and want to change it, then i C=...?1 be changed by one thing alone -
by peace ,,,i th Israel, under which we shall draw our boundari es 
together~ which will even then be djfferent from what was before , 
but which will reflect the new '"'ssuzop ion of pe~ce. ~hat is one 
way of gettin them change their winds - s "1.nding firm . 

~other way is to enerate world opin1on in f~~our of a new 
peace structure, and there is therefore e~t v?~ue in any statecent 
by any governments outs ide of his 3reo , and especially by the 
strongest amongst -~hGm, in favour of two propositions, which found 
their most lucid eXFression in ~ st~tement by the United States 
on the 19th June l est year, and in President Johnson I s statement 
on the lOth Sept~mber of ~his year . The two ideas are that some 
thing new must be built. tbovu 1, i t ~u t be built with Israel's 
agreement. Nothing can be icposed fro~ outSide, Only the countri es 
of the area can change the pre ont situ~tion , but by reaching 
agreement. 

If this i s enunCiated, it hns, of course , a dynaQic eff ect on 
the l!.l'ab mind. Instead of looking outside for sa1v~tioD , instead 
of hoping that what would happen is whnt happened i n 1957. Some
body el se, ,he illl , tha S~curity Council, the United States , the 
Soviet Uni on , somebody else will somehow get Israel by the scruff 
of the neck and get it out of these eas vIi thout peace . 

This is on illusion that we ~ust destroy . Ther&fcre, then 
great powers say that ,,,e will not help you if you \l i11 not make 
peace for yourselves - 1t is for you to agree. This has a great 
psycholo ical e~fect . To close off the hope of an i mposed solut i on. 

The third thing is the active pursuit of contacts , in order to 
engage our neighbour s in a di alogue of peac e . Her e , of course , 
Ambassador Jarring , representing the unanimous world community, i s 
the most prominsnt and central expr essi on . ",4e do not , however , 
confine ourselves to any s ingle channel - I won ' t say any more than 
that . Be assured that we are actively pursui ng every poss ible con
tact i n order to bring a peace policy into the open arena . 

',Ye do this in rather difficult dondi tions. The value of our 
work on behalf o£ peace i s an independent value, irrespective of 

whether it succeeds or not~ If it succeeds, then we have achieved 
the greatest of all our ambitions ~d have an Israel at peace . 
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Forei gn Mi nister Abba Eban 

Even i f it does not succeed i t has intense value . It i s only 
by a determi ned and constant and conspicuous and cred i ble peace 
effor t that we can avoid interJllgj;~onal i solation . We do not hav e 
any ellies for Nar . We have/allies for peace . "ie ~Tant to I:!.ain
tain the fri endshi p of other governments - including your own - to 
mai ntai n I srael withi n the i nternational community, not to be 
bl ockaded and boycotted , as were 10 years ago ; to have a const2nt 
supply of de fence equipment and trade and touri sm - to l i ve withi n 
the international organism . If \'19 want thi s , then we mus t find a 
common language with friendly countries . The common l anguage i s 
peace . 

Therefore , there is tactical gain 
ahead of the success of peace effort . 
It must be done for other reasons . 

from peace efforts , even 
That i s why it must be done . 

J.. t would not be too santiment el if I c2.ll them "Jewi sh r easons" . 
The State of I srael which is not actively concerned with peace i s 
not a Jewish state, because peace i s the highest value in our con
cept i on , after the exi stence of I sr 01 itself , because if you don lt 
exi st , you can ' t cherish any values a t all . 

I would therefore say that niter SQcurity , pe~ce is our central 
i nter est . We will not carry the Je\;ish world with us unless we can 
convince it that we ar e ~aking the maxi mum effort for peace . 

Finally, the i nternql effects . I bel i eve th~t the State of 
I s r ael which s i mply sa t upon its conquests without a purposeful and 
constant effort for peace, would find itself corrupted i'i'i thin i ts 
own spi rit , such an Israel whose only preoccupation was military 
pr eoccupat ion , whose only vocation was the do~inntion of those who 
ar e under our control as they must be duri ng the cease- f i r e , and an 
Israel in whi ch the military preoccupat i on was not balanced by the 
concepts of i nternational co- operation end peace , would be a dif
ferent I srael in its spirit . 

\Ie pursue peace because by pursuing it we ;ni sht get it. By 
not pursuing i t , we shall not . We pursue peace, because by doi ng 
this we were ensuri ng for ourselves i rrespective of the result, we 
ensur e f or ourselves soli dari ty with other na tions . We pursue peace 
because i t is our Jewi sh vocat i on , and we pursue peac e because i ts 
pursui t has an ennobl i ng effect on our policy , our culture and our 
SO Ciety , and prevents us from falling victims to the effects of a 
military preoccupat i on . 

The Duke of \vell i ngton once sai d : "Vi ctory i s the greatest 
of all tragedi es except defeat . 11 There was a certain wisdom in 
thi s . Ther e ar e dangers i n vi ctory whi ch will only be mi t i gated 
by the search for p~2c e . So I thi nk t hat what Bourgi ba has sai d i s 
s i gni f i cant , but marginal . I t will only be of any s i gnificance if 
realistic vi ews of t hat ki nd spring up in the i mmedi ate nei ghbour
hood , and i f they f i nd express i on in the policy of the nat i on 
concer ned . 

Rabbi Fri edman : Unbelievabl e . I hope we got the thing on the 
t ape because if we di d we \...tll t r anscribe it and get i t to you . 

Q. Have you given up on the Uni ted Nat ions pr ovi di ng any vi able 
ass i stance? 
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A. The point about the United Nat i ons i s that one should 
appr oach i t nei ther with opt i mism nor with pessimism , but 
with reali sm . \;e should understand wha t it is and what it 
i s not . It i s the centl'al forum for appr oach to world 
op~nlon . Ther e is no other way i n whi ch you can se i ze the 
worl d r s conscience iii th an idea or- a case . It was the arena -
the United Nat i ons together ~'1i th modern tele- c ommuni cat i on s 
system - that creates opportuni t i es for currents and trans
format i ons of ol'i nior.. wi thin bri ef periods of t i me . 

I felt this very strongly in June of l ast year , and 
on SO!lle other occasions. You suddenly get tho ear of t he 
wor l d . For us that is very important , provided of course , 
that what you sey impresses the ear of the world . I t can 
have the contr ary effect . It i s a danger, it i s a r i sk . 

Our Rabbis spoke of a man who l oses hi s world L~ one 
hour , or who gains hie world in one hour . You can do 
ei ther, but i t ts an oppor ~ity . 

I t i s , 0; course , th contral expression of the i deas 
of the worl d co=,un1ty . It is the slow and halt i ng devel op
ment of ~~ internati onal Isw . It embr aces the concept of 
a comcunity of sovere~gn states . That is wh~t i t i s . I t 
i s all of these things, but let us under otRnd what i t i s not . 

I t is not ~ instr~ent of sdcurity. In the present 
power structure , and in the present situ~ i en of the or gan
iza tion , it (;annot give any nati on physical securi ty , as the 
f ounders hope that it would do . We l aarnt this very much 
i n May 1957 . This was the groa test . In I s r ael' s hour 
of agony, and of danger, the UN Security Council fai led 
e i ther to do nnythi ng, or tv s: .. y anything , which would have 
any effect upon the impending doom. Ther e wer e the f inger s 
on our thrpats. amd there the UN waS unabl~ to do anythi ng , 
or even unnbl e to expr ~ds an opini on . 

It di d not even !lave th"" qu'llities of t:. Gr eek chorus 
of expr~ssing a sense of disconcertedness about events 
which i t does nothing to influEnce. That i s what a Greek 
chorus i s . It at least knows hO\i el oquently to bewai l 
somet hi ng. 

It was not even capable of this . That i s a fp-ct . I t 
ran away fro~ the s cene. I t ran away here, took away the 
f i r e brigade (the UNEF) when the fire br oke out . I t ran 
away there . It di d not mobilize any world influenc es 
against Nasser . 

No\>! that is our appr oach . We use t he UN f or what i t 
i s . It i s the gr eat arena of internat i onal di scuss i on 
and discussion , the vestibule of 'world opinion . The 
instrument of internat i onal law . It i s by membership i n 
the Uni t ed Nations that most small states are able to 
express and excite their sense of i dent ity . All these 
things it is. We respect it for what i t i s . It does not 
have anything to do with security. Ther efor e we oust 
gain Our se~urity by other means . 
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For eign Minister Abba Eban 

Firstly by being strong ourselves , because there i s no gr eat 
power today \'lhich has Bome adventurous desire to get involved in 
other wars . This is not the spirit of your peopl e . You and I have 
very good reason from r ecent experience, to know . Therefore , we 
must be strong enough to dissuade the aggressor from his plans . 

Another way is the organi zat ion of world opini on and pressures . 
But the United Nations is not an agent for peace or for security . 
That i s one r enson i<{hy one cannot have a total subservi ence to its 
verd i cts . After ~ll , if your government gave you no security, would 
you give obed i ence to its laws? 

When does a government get obidie nce to its l a ws ? When it 
offer s seourity to its citizens . Not everybody has t o have his 
own shotgun in his 0l\'Tl house , hut would i gnor e the government whi ch 
preached but gave nothing . If the government does not give you 
security, it does not give you services and then it oannot get from 
you obed i ence . ~e United N~tions does not give security, and it 
cannot cl aim obedience . 

Ther e are other defects . One the pO\o.'e r structure . It i s not 
a monastery full of idealistic monks . It is nn arena of powe r 
politics in the !:1ost robust ana virulent sense . It i s a place 
where inter ests collide and br anch off . In that forum we are not 
equitQbly r epr esented . 

Here are we with one vote , und the Ar2.bs \>lith 1 5 and t he 
Communist countries a r ound them. The starting point is one to 
forty . That is not much of judici al or ganization . What would 
you think of a court, for example , if you had t o plead befor e i t 
and your opponena in that court case had all his cousins and uncles 
on the bench? 

Well, the I.r'1.bs have all their cousins and uncles on the 
bench - forty ~~in6t one - who will support hem in whatever 

they do. l ance said hat if the r ab League were to ennounce 
that the ear th w~s flat, they would get forty votes for that in 
the United N~tiuns and if .~body tried to veto it in the : ccur ity 
Council , the Soviet Union would see thst it would not be ve t oed . 

It has a limited effect and we cannot ac c ~pt , as mor al 
judgements, the weighted verdic ts of ~ tribunal in which we a r e 
i nequi tably r epresented ~nd it is not worth a singl e sho~~gun as 
regards security. Xhis i s not the case only for our selves . 

I sa i d in the Gener~l Assembly thi s year that we ought to 
r ecognize the mar ginal effect of the Unit8d Nat i on s on world 
security . What ar e the gr eat i ssues of t oday? The issues of 
violence . Ther e is the Vi etnam war . The United Nations does not 
di scuss it . There i s the Czechosl ovak invasion . The United 
Nat i ons has dropped it . There is the awful s l aughter in West 
Africa , between Nigeri a and Bi afr a , which i s no t on the agenda 
of the United Nations . There is the Middle Eas~ . This the 
United Nations discusses till the thing gets too hot and then it 
stops even discussing it . 

Ther efor e we c3nnot be i mpressed by the idea that the United 
Nations i s a substitute for rur security . We will arrange ~ 
security ourselves, and we will use our membership rights in 
or der t o exploit the full r esonance of the United Nations fo r our 
appeal t o wOl"_ld opinion. 
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Q. )!hat si.snificance do you a tta ch to the i:!lpending visit of 
Governor ~cranton? 

A. Governor 5crcinton I S visit to the j'1iddle Bast represents a 
dvter rnination by the President- el ect tha t the I'liddle 2:ast s ituation 
has such an ur~ency that the discussion of it ca nnot await the 
constitutional procEss, and the ~athering of impressions and infor
tat ton must go forward in advance because the A~erican PreSident, 
~6t , by the sheer compulsion of facts, achieve a certain sense of 
priori ties , first amongst them , of course , as every observe r under
stands f r om the American Vie\olpoint , is the bouth ~ast ~'ls ian cri s i s 
with its hundreds of thousands of young t.mericans involved , and 
obviousl y a cri sis which can convulse the American socie ty under 
the pr evious Pr esidency and brought about such disrupti ve effec ts, 
that if it were to continue into a new Pr esidency, would have an 
equally disruptive effect . Therefore , its priority as an 
American i ssue must be recognized obj ec tively by anybody out s ide . 

Everybody thi nks the. this o\m issues arc the central issues t 
but our Rabbis s a id that J e rusalcm is the center of the "orld -
the trouble i s that not all the world recobnizes that J erusal em i s 
the center . 

\'lhen I \'Jas in Cyprus yesterday , its leadEr said to me , "Well, 
"hD.t did you think of the crisis" . I began an Ilnalysis of the 
.'\ r ab-Israeli crisis -- and they s a id , "No, we nenn the r eal cri sis , 
the Cy prus proble", . " That is the only thi thD.t is of concern . 

So it is deter min3tion of high priority for this question . 
Now , the Uni ted States plays such a high part in the scheme and 
system of thi nking that I have nention~d, that we want to m~inta in 
our positions until we get a new and a ced ~p and a new end agr eed 
peace . It i s so i mportant for us that this policy be ~intained , 
developed . The United ~tates is no·. our chief source of equi pment , 
without which we would fall behind in the arms race and therefore 
r evive the dangers of 1967 . This mat t er is so i mportant tha t the 
American- Israel di alogue must be central in our diplomacy , and I 
therefor e welcome the opportunity of discussing our problems f r ankly 
with one Nho is perhaps new to the area, who I know has thoU6bt very 
much about it, both in tho St ate Department with Governor Puerter, 
and as Governor of ?ennsylvania , and as Hr . Scranton has made very 
many gener al statements on the ~uddle Eas~ situation , I presQ~e that 
he will be thc interpre t er of the idea. lOhich the pre s ent Pres i dent
e l ec t expressed during the discussion on the l.fiddle Bast in the 
r ecent American dialogue . 

Those i dea s wer e very detailcd and were very consistently 
oaintnined . If they become the subjects of policy, then the 
continua tion and the development of r.Uleriean policy \.-111 be '\saur ed . 
I tend to believe with Secretary Rusk that the cha~e of regime will 
not briDb' abou t any substantial chlll\:.,es in American policy in the 
fUddle East . I have some ideas as to how it could be improved , but 
what I mean is that I don't think that it 1<111 be changed, and as it 
is , now, the area of similarity and har~ony , Rlthough never compl ete , 
i s \·lide enout;:h to enable a very close cooperation . There are no two 
free states in the worl d ,V'hoe e policy is i dentical . If you see two 
states ,V'hose policy is identical , then onc of theM is in t r oubl e . 
Por exampl e , the Sovie t Union and Bul garia have identical policies . 
That means tha t one of them is not f r ee . I will not say which. 

Since the United States and Israel are free countries , they 
cannot have a comple t e identity , but the question is whe ther there 
is a broad central arca of agreement . This has existed and I hope 
that it can be maintained and even extended . 
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Q. How ruch signif5,cance do you a ttach to the or esencc of the 
Russian fl eet in the l\!eai terran€3.n? 

A. The thi:lg \"bich pr eoccupies us is not the presence 
fleet a s much as the pol icy by t-Jh i ch 'tl.te fleet is inspired. 
other \,:oro.s , \1lut is ;:jv\"i et policy? There are other fleets 
Middle Last \iItCSe pr~s~n{'e C;.?US0S us no ~ llXiety at all. 

of the 
In 

in the 

I don I t prctc:1u to he Son expert 0:"'1 KI'€"'~.!'l )' oQJ - on the ~oviet 
Union; but I tell my .;::dvisors on ~Ii!le SO"'iet Unicn th:lt I don I t 
r egard theL"l eo €'xJ:er-~::J Oh it :i-ch:J:..". .\bout the Soviet Union there 
are only different G.eg_~('c.:; CI~ ignc.:,:'G.ncE:. 

Neve rthele~s , VIle [,:;neraJ.. feelil~ in "tile A tlanti c community, 
as I gathe r frum ths 7(,,:,:,pie;..'1 i\Iin.i !3te::rs of the I\ tlantic states , which 
conf i rms our o-.:n i~p""esr;ions on the ~aste:'n part 'Jf the i'led iterranean, 
is tha t thlJ &o'l i eT. Uni ... >n i3 not J.~o!d_ng for net\' a reas of milita ry 
act ivities, and eSl-~:::ia.ll!, if it be:'..:;'evea that milita ry activ ity by 
itself will crDate t! cri riG i:.l i ts rclet~,on~ ui til the Atlantic 
Ltates and esp'?eiall~' ~1it:l t:'le UD~1; "l St:.:.tcs , it \.jill not seek such 
a confrontation , 

Thi s ,,"as one c:.. l,n. ,=3 t, ~ 0\ ... of' :'967 , The ~oviet Uni on was 
l ed to believe on t'~ 4"~h •. f ,T'.:!. C, v' 6,/ d~!'ectly, th .. t i,merican policy 
was: uYou sta:r ~u ;; ~lt w .... :~~t!:, '.'',): I Tn ott:.er .... ·ords , the conflict 
tIl'..lst be cont t3. i :'l~~ 't·1 tr .. · . .n to. loc 1 l.oe:1sions. I f they believed 
that, there lr.;~,S (..)lJ.y C1"'~ ::·:I" ... :.t:-"'!· l:cb cc-ulu rta.lee them believe that . 

The " u;3inhl'; r:r! .!1..,.6acl;; <lJc!-'_Sl2.;.ns us tru:ough various channels 
with what I IiG'U,l c:. t :l .... o::-t OJ.' hostilE' respect, \-dtbout the 
r hetoric and un!t.:;:.tana.!~ !h3.t th..::y cannot change anything without 
the Un:!.ted Sta!::o'3 r 0:1':1 t:1~t .... I,E> Ur.'i,ted ~tates ';,fill not be drawn to 
then in compl(;tc d~:--:. .. !!( ·Jp"-io:l l'C. p srael. T'ac ... -efore Israel is a 
factor in the r·:idd:'-: ':':'l1 e.t"!3.': t ~'10!,: 'Jituatjon . 

Israel in a i ... e.( ~ ' , W l(\ '~,~,~ .. ~, th~ )001;:1ng back, they lIould 
r egret having nrol(er. :r(':a~:'c'n:.i ~.-~ ua ~ 1~u don ' t gain anything in 
the Xliddle East by t, ... i:1.J;g ~l'ltiot.u \:i th Israel. If you want to 
be a ~:iddle E::.::.";;erf1 "'IC1tt~": ;tOU "1l1'1t :,e :'n con'tllct with :.ill those 
e.:i.ements in thf' r'iid~J.·? L~-t ...,hi'.Jt l' ,'Ie l-.'oJic;nt , and Isr3.el , as has 
been proved, c~es l~;'1:le ~ ·eit."ht in ··lC iJld'::1.e ~aot , 'l'herefor e , against 
their sense of hard·-il~2dcd. rCo.llG:: LoO be cut off f r om contact with 
one of the factc.,,=,~ c-:.,.' tL.:. r')l-'er be.:::' >'flce in the l·ti.ddle Bast . After 
0.11, Israel i s rec:o.: .. !,':!d t.) c£ t!le ntronoe.dt -nil i tary element i n the 
area , at this r..lOLlent , ~ .... \':~ll a::. !J~~vLlb a resonc..ncc in worl d 
politics . 

These erG hiO th1i..L{-;::i thC),t t~c :"'o\" j.ets ::o€spect - mil! t a ry 
s trength, ana. :. 1'011 tical iate:cna"';io:1a~. r~sonance and ability to 
influence oyinion. 

lj e hope th~!; thi a 'i/ill. t&!;:e effect~ 1:;e v1atch it ver y closely . 
_;e maintain our CO..l~a.cts ,'I'i t:1. the ltlant ic and especially the 
Medi ter ranean ~JO'vel's, t·:hlJse .!ntcr-€sts have been very much awakened . 
Ther e is a ne;" se:;:;sa vf f.ledi-~e.l':'a!l~an sOl.l.l1arl ty . 

Q. Can Israel a~ ;.d the emergillg ~frican states draw str ength 
from each other? 

A. They \1oul t::1_ ~..;:;:tainl:; edm!t th3..f; -~~ey have drawn great 
benefit from tl~eir' t"!cn·:~;::,oi. vlith ilS. ,'!e b2.ve 29 ;Ulbassies in Africa . 
On the diplou..c.tic ::J".j: Israe.i. :'.,) t ile t:h:':rd pO\,le r in Africa • 
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\Ie have development programmes in 26 African states . Ten 
thousand young men , the future leaders of .. \ frica , have r eceived 
their training in this country . Israel is to them the al~3 mater . 
I s rael is the source of the ir contacts \., i th technology and modern 
social organization . 

The leaders of African countries have been here , we have 
r e turned their visits there . It ie a very impressive and moving 
encounter, because one '71i €"ht have fea r ed that J\fricen nationalism 
would ally itself \'lith :\:-ab nationa lism ... afte r all , i.rab states are 
African s tates . They t ake part in all the f arei l y group, in all the 
Pan- . frican orGanizations, and yet the great mass of _~ frica, with 
the except ion or certain ~rginal stat es which have strong Moslem 
solidarities, the majority of them have r e jected the Ar abs vicw of 
I srael as a kind of colonialist power. 1 'ha t sort of colonial i st 
power is it that ha s a history, a language , a faith , that go back 
3,000 years into the roots of this l and, and what kind of 
colonialist state is it that maintains with these new countries a 
much core fruitful relationship than their I,r ab neighbors have 
ever maintained, so that they gain from us an accelerated entry 
into the new world of technology and of modern social organization . 

That which is the centre of our cooperation wi th them i s vital 
to their inte r ests . The rab sta t e s can g ive them r esolutions in 
conferences . These don't really affect thei r destiny . The 9athos 
of ,frican life is that they have won political independence behind 
t4hieh all the squalor and hunbeT "tnd starvation and disease go on 
unaffected. There is this eat disillusion . The stamps , the flags , 
the institutions, the COins , the Parliament , these have not sol ved 
the gr eat human and social problems . 'e address ourselves, there
fore, to their human and social predicament . That is whet they gain 
from ue , end the fact that it i8 worthwhile is indicated in the wish 
to continue it , by their reluctance to join the ~rab crusade aQa inst 
us, and by gi ving us this sense of international vocation . 

\'I hat Israel geins f rom it is firs t of all , we e:;a in from it the 
Arab policy ' G defeat to isol~ tc us . The '~ rab8 had tried to isola te 
us . They had rather despaired of isolating us in American and 
European countries . They ho~ed to cut us off fro m the new states 
of the old world . e have - a s it were - leapfrogged ove r their 
hostility , and created a great bel of friendshi p, just outside 
the Arab a re .. . 

This has a great effect on thei r psychology . 
also , wha t is an i~portant thing for Is el, and I 
"sense of vocation" . Any state especially e. slDali 
is to avoid provincialism and apathy, mus t have to 
pioneering vitality . 

."Ie gain f r om it 
c:J.1.l it a 
state , if it 
excite its 

No",' the t,fOrk that our peopl e do in f. frica has this effect on 
the Israeli people - a sense of doing something outside yourDelf. 
h ci tizen "rho does nothino , for ex.: mple, but look after his own 
home and family and plays no part in the l aroe r soc i ety, i s not 
universally admired . A state which is centered completel y on 
itEelf, and plays no r ole in the solution of universal human 
pr oblems, 1s not a full citizen of the world . 

·.~e ll, Israel cannot effect the great issues of nucl ear war. 
strategy, but thi s business of develonment - the tra nsformation of 
states into nations - the fe r tili zation of their pot ential vit ~· lity -
this is one of the gr eat human and political issues of our time , and 
we find it moving to play a part , quite in addition to the gratitude 
which 'lie get, not a lways . 
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People are not alvays grateful to their bene~ac~ors, but there 
is a ppreciation and gratitude in many quarters , but we also get this 
internal satisfacti on tha t Israel is not closed in upon itself . It 
is also pl ayi ng a r ole in the broader ~'1Orld cO rrl!lluni ty . 

Q. You have di s,cussed her e the r el a tions be tween Israel and 
Af rica and Russia and the United St a tes and the United Na tions . 
Ther e is one other set of r e l ationships which I s r ael has , cnd tha t 
is \-1ith the Jews in the outs i de "arId . I woul d like to ask you ' .... ha t 
it is tha t you expect of us dur ine thi s very big critica l period of 
gestation in ""hieh the f uture i s uncerta in - its shape is yet t o be 
born , and you must want somethine , you mus t expect s omething , you 
must have some expecta tions of how we should act in t his situation . 

A. First of all, l e t us unde r s t and 'olihat Israel is - I srael is 
the cr eat ion of t he Jet's ish people . It i s only the expression of 
unive r sal Jewi sh solidarity , which coul d have brought about the 
strength and the pol it i cal support and the economic solidation which 
have made it possible for us t o withstand the hostil e forces brought 
up aga inst u s . 

Separ ate Israel from r ecent Jewi sh his t ory, and you have nothing 
of any s i gnificance , nothing of any strength . The f irst thing , then 
is to unde r stand that the need f or that solidar ity has no t diminished 
in any way or in any s phere , if anything , because of the f act that 
our probl ems a re greater, therefore our need for your support and 
solidarity is greate r . 

You can see how much greater our problems are , Ther e i s the 
securi ty pr obl em whi ch increases in weight because of the sophi st i 
cation of technolobY . In order to get the same security today as 
we could have got 25 years ago, you will have to incr ease your 
effort by multiple s of t en or a hundred . 

I r emember the days when a fighter plane was bought in the 
United States for ~ 2 5, OOO . Even then , the Finance ~linisters used to 
have heart attacks about the heavy pr ice . Such a wea pon now costs 
over ~, 3 million . To ge t the s ame security, you need a vastly 
intensified econo~ic effort . 

Then there is t he development process . fe don't want to spend 
all our time and energy in di scussing l'lhat will happen to Nablus and 
Jenin . \'Jha t about J el'si s h I Grae l and its deve lopment and its 
vitality , and its institutions and its cohesion. Apart f rom the 
new bur dens whi ch the cease- fire situa tion l ays upon us, t he new 
movement of men and of t rade acros s t he .~ est Bank of the Jordan. 
'"e live, ther efore in a broadened vis t a of economic probl ems and of 
economi c oP90rtunities. 

Then ther€ is the whole bus iness of peace. This i s not a 
matter for I s r ael alone . The question that the Arabs are asking 
themselves i n the ~reat debate in their mi nd s about whether to 
make peace or to make wa r, i s ",'hethe r Israel is getting stronger or 
getting weaker . 

If Israel i s gett i ng weaker then why make peace with it now, or 
in the near future . Hhy not wait? 

But if I s r ael is ge tting str onger, wha t is to be ga ined by 
waiting? 

The r efore , the spectac l e of our consolidat ion has a direct 
influence on the central question of peace. Now this means that if 
ther e wer e to be a falling off of effo r t , through misunderstandi ng , 
thr ough compl a cancy , throUGh the false belief tha t victory has 
lightened our burdens , throut{h any illusions that we shall have 
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securi ty until 1~e have peac€, nothing is impossible unti l ,~e have 
peace . Anything i s possibl e . The status quo is possible . The 
eruptions of violence are possible. Rene, ... a l of a ssaults is 
poss ible . Therefore, in this tlVilight zone, r eally "That you do can 
be decisive. 

If you can r:nke s uch an effort as l'Iill give I s rael a gene r a l 
impress ion of e conomic ~nd social consol idation and of naintenance 
and security, then f. rab cinds, looking at this \·1111 say , wha t is 
the use, they are getting stronger, they are not collapsing unde r 
the weight of their victory, so therefore , you hnve a very dec i s i ve 
role. 

I know ti'l.at it is very hard to ioogine that there can neve r be 
a 5r eate r need for solidarity than existed in ~~y 1967 . It i s not a t 
all fantastic if I ,-Jer e to say to you that we were to need more fror.'! 
you now than \o!as need ed in Nay and June of 1967. because the n there 
~ ... as an i ssue for S\-;rift dec ision. 

Nml the issue will be decided in the long , sImi" , ;>atient process 
of consolidation in which it is so much mor e difficult to accel erate 
opinion, and to generate tension. This I think i s why the organizers 
of this ventur e have brought you her e. 

If you go away 1-1 1 th the impression that because of our v i ctory 
we ne ed you l ess , then the whol e thifl6 will have failed, a nd vie wi ll 
sugges t not to brinG ~nybody elsc . Rut if your conclusion i s that in 
spite of the pride of our victory, the burdens arc very heavy a nd the 
dangers are very great, ~~d your capacity for us to surmount the 
dangers 1s high 3.nd therefor e , ho ..... eve r strane;e it may sound that H€ 

ne€d more from you than we did last year, then you uill have l earned 
that truth "'hieh is the beginning of Ni sdom. 
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CON"IDENTIAL - NOT TO BE UBLISHBD OR PRlllTED I N ANY FORM - NOT TO 
BE DI STRI BUTED TO '--lYON!; EL&B. Foa YOUR H ·.~llS ONLY . 

11r . Kollek 

RL1-t~:<KS BY ~1R . 1'EDDY KOLLE!< 

MII YOR OF JERUS .\I.E!I 

TO THE lolEMBERS OF T!lE UNITED JT.\. I8H f.PPEhL ' S 

" OPERJ,TION I SRAEL" 

KING Dr. VID HOT3 L, ,US '. IF.M , DI:CEMBER 4 , 1968 

I \-le lcome you to this c1 ty , and I am sorry that your stay i s 
GO short. It is a very complicated city in many ways. It was a 
complicated city even before the unification . Jerusalem be tween 
1948 and 1967 has abso rbed more immigrants than any other city -
more immigrants absolutely and proportionatel y, with the exception 
of those which are only i mmigrrult cities and whicb had no previous 
citizens at all. 

Half of the peopl e in Jewish J erusalem are immigrants from Arab 
countries between 1948 and 1967. hll their children have been born 
during these years here in this City . To d~monstrate to you what 
this means , it means the same as in any other city that i s an 
immigrant city . We have double the birthr ate of Tel Aviv amongst 
the Jews - the Arab birthrate is even higher - and we have , moreover, 
other facets of this i~igration which the other i~igrant citi es do 
not have . For instance, we have practically the vast, yast cajorlty 
of elderly people \-Iho have COlle to Israe l , because they have prayed 
for Jerusal em all their lives . To t hBm Je rusa l em meant much more 
t han Israe l because they started p:oay!.ng for J erusa lem before I srael 
eXisted , and for them, as for everybody over 2 , 000 years , the 
Jerusale~ idea incorporated the idea of the return to the l and of 
sover e ignty, of independence : all the things that for the l ast 
t ."enty years since State hood, the State of Israel means to all of us. 
They wer e never satisfied when t hey came to the shore s of Haifa or 
Radera or Te l Aviv or Rehovot or where ver it was , until they could 
go on to Jerusal em . 

\-Je have a greate r nuober of acade mically trained because of 
the various i nstitutions , fro~ government to unive rs ities , to the 
mueeums, to t eaching the institutions of Hadassab and s o forth . ~Je 
also had the e,Teate s t perc entage of illiterates r!hO h&.ve come from 
countries as wi del y spread as Rumania to the Atlas ro1Quntains of 
Morroco , but \'IC have overcome this . 

I could go on this way to describe the problems of Jewish 
Jerusal Em before the unification. It i s al so a c ity rtith l ess 
income than the other major cities. You donlt make much money in 
having the 50vernment he re -- it is a great honor of hav ing the 
government and be ing the capital, but it i s not a very lucrat i ve 
business for you in the citYI because the government hardl y pays any 
taxes on it ~ l and. Ne ither do synagogues , yeshi vas, churches, 
monas tries , embassies , hospital s , museums - - as much as ,-"e love 
them all and ar e pr oud of t hem. 

So t hi s i s a poor City, wi th as many probl ens as Hatzor or 
Kiryat Shmona and the other i~~igrant cities that you may see on 
this particular trip, wit h the addition that we have a great deal 
of expenditure to kE'ep up a c ity like Je rusal em ~Yithout the 
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government be i ng able to ~ive us t he hel p , l et us say , that the U . ~ . 
gove rnment g ives to Washing ton or the Canadi an gove rnment gives to 
Ottawa or the Turkish government gives to Ankara or the Austr alian 
gove rnment t o Canberra. 

I must say that the government hae been extremel y generous in 
r egard t o helping us with the budget of East Jerusale~ and in r egar d 
to several of the institutions , particularly the e xtens ion of Hebrew 
University . On t hi s we have found all the under s t anding and a great 
deal of he l p . This is a gr eat boon, but this doe s not ease the 
burden of t he other thi ngs that I have described . 

A. year and a half ago , the city was united , and \,le have 70 , 000 
Arabs in the city "ho ar e not happy with the s itua tion a s it i s . 
They would like n diffe r ent management than the present one . 

\"11 thin all this t we have achi eved wi thin this yea r and a half , 
sever al things. You will hardl y find any Ar ab who woul d like to 
see the united city divided soain . They would like to see it as 
an interna tional ci ty . They would like to see it under dual 
sove r e ignity . They have all kinds of ideas , but I don ' t thi nk that 
you would very easily f ind many who would like to see it divi ded 
again . If it >!ould be divided again tOClorro, by the Arab ar ",i es , 
they would , of course , accept this . 

But in this connec tion , becauee SOQe of you may have certa in 
compunctions about the justification of thiE Situation , l e t me say 
just one thing : You should know tha t a t l east for the l ast 1 20 
years that the re has been a cens us taken, the r e has al ways been a 
vast majority of Jews in Jerusalem. The Arabs we re never half, and 
ve ry often they were only a third of the population , or eve n a 
quarter, just as they are now . At the t i me of t he division , there 
"e r e 100"" Arabs over there and 98% Jews her e . lie had about 2 , 000 
Arabs who , during those 20 years, were not allowed to vis it eve n 
the ir own home s which they could see across the borders . 

Now, another thi~ is that the City , after all, was uni t ed fo r 
3,000 year s, and was divided for only 19 years . You see how quickly 
the worl d ge te accustomed to this. It i s now united again and we 
ar e pretty certa i n that this wi l l be fo r ever, a l though we know that 
ther e are s t ill gr ee t, complicated political problems ar ound 
J erusal em -- probl ems created by the Arabs . 

\ihen Hussein had the chance of becoming e 1 the r the Ki ng of 
Amman or King of J erusalem -- quite a nice title as kingship goes 
he preferre d t o r emain King of Ammcn be cause he did not f eel a t 
home in Je rusal em . Je rusal em did not mean anything t o him . Only 
now the l .. rabs say t h t without Jerusal em tt.ey canlt be a whol e 
peopl e again. 

This f ac t alo~e makes it a maj or bone of contention in any 
settlement de spite all we have achieved during thi s year End a 
half of f a irly peaceful co- existe nc e between Jews and Arabs . 

The fact that there was a s eve r e incident two weeks ago 
and the r e may be a severe i ncident any moment agai n -- i s not an 
indicat ed fact t hat t he re has not been ove rall c ooperation in 
many fields. On the contrary , these inc i dents ar e be ing 
pe rpe trated agains t the s pirit 01 co- existence by those who are 
not interest ed in thi s co- existe nc e . This doe s not make them l ess 
unpleasant or l e ss dange rous, and in the long run , if the r e are 
many of them, it would drive the communiti e s apart . 
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But there has been cooperation in the c i ty . ~.! e are no t 
trying to build a unified city 1n the sonse you are try i ng with 
your cities in the Uni t ed States . This i s not a mel ting po t and 
if I can give you rut example from North Lmerica , I \-1ould rather 
take !1ontreal whe r E' English and Fr ench live t oge ther and yet 
r emain English and Fr ench . 

Now , in thi s framework we try to achieve what we can, ~d we 
have pre tty large re spons i bilities . \ e hope that we are on the 
right road , full of co~plications, full of proble~s , but we hope 
to bring here :nany , oany more Jm'J s , certain typP.8 of industri e s 
and l arge municipal ineti tutions , governrlont de partments , 9lld .... 'e 
hope to preserve the beauty of the city, and we hope to oake it 
not only the capital of Israel, but the cente r of the J ewish wor l d 
spirit ually -- all over, and a metropolis that is worth it s na~e . 
It has be come this, in a way , during the l ast year and a half, 
wi th much more activity than \.,e have eve r had before . 

(A series of questions wer e posed to ~myor Kollek on tax 
assessment , Arab participation in city government operati ons , the 
r ecording of deeds in the Old City , and the attitude of J ewish and 
Arab youths toward each other in J erusa l em. ) 

A. 1.11 the good taxes belong to the ",overnment and all the 
poor t a xes be long t o us . For insta nce , property t a x be lon£s to 
the government and they Give us n emnll share of it , not in pro
portion to the tax t hey l evy, but a certa in proportion of the 
overall income of the gove rnment from its 9nnual re venue s -- a 
very small percentage at that . SO WE have no way of assessing 
at all . 

\'e do assess for rates who. t they cell 1n hngland rates which 
go by the area of your living apace , or your bus iness space , and 
it i s organized according to the a rea in which you live , to the 
quality and age of the building and a variety of other facto r s . 

lie have five categories the re , of couTsa , accordin6 to area 
and according t o quality of the building and so forth . To gi ve 
you f n example , I live in an area whi ch i s f airly called A- l, in 
a building which was built 12 yter s ago , which has what not all 
buildi ngs i n J erusa l ec have , na~ely , centra l heating. Tb~s is 
not really necessary, because you ~ve about 20 days when you 
r eally need heating , and m.'tny peopl e in the old I.rab houses have 
old, charcoal furnaces, and in modern houses they have keros ine 
heate r s or things of t hat type . 

Now houses are be ing built \l ith central heating , but twenty 
years ago this was not so . In thi s building , I pay roughly one 
s nd a half per cent of the re- sc l e value today of ~ ap~~t~ent , 
which i s four times as much as it c ost me 12 years ago, because 
prices of l and and prope rty have gone up conside rably . 

If I 1'10uld s ell my apartment today , I would probably ge t 75 
times as much as I pay annual rate for it . 

Regarding Arabs in government , we have tak en over 500 city 
officials who used to wo r k for the Arab city government, and they 
all came and .or ked for us with similar gr adinga as they had 
before , ~d with simil a r r esponsibilities as they had before . 

\/e have no el ected member s of the Council be c9use the member s 
of the Arab Council r e fused to join us. They were offered place s 
on the Council but they re fused to join, sinp1y be cause t hat would 
have meant recognition of unification of the city . 
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On the other hand, we will have , next October, el ections in the 
city, and all Ar abs, what ever their nationali ty , as r esidents of the 
city, ar e entitled t o vote for municipal el ecti ons . Therefore, 
25,000 to 27,000 Ar abs - - the voting register i s put toge ther only 
on t he 31s t December and therefore I don ' t knmi the exact f ie;ure -
\,lill be entitled to votee This i s f i ve times a s many Ar a bs a s wer e 
entitled to vote a t the l ast el ection under J ordanian control, because 
in Jordan they have onl y pr oper ty miner s -- men over 21 - - who ar e 
ent i tIed to vote . 'a th us ~ men and \'lOmen ove r 18 are entitled to 
vote. 

Ther e do exi st deeds in the Old City. First of all t hough , not 
many , because well over thr ee quarters of t he Ol d City bel ongs t o 
r eligi ous institutions and you can ' t knO\'! if they have deeds . The 
r est a r e so complicated thE\ t you can I t do practica lly anything about 
it. 

When \'le started to rebuild the ol d J ewi sh quart er, wher e 60 
or 70 synagogues were des troyed and nany houses wer e al so destr oyed , 
we found t hat a l though it was the J ewish quarte r , a great deal of it 
was Mosl em- owned and the Jews , for three , four or fivp hundr ed yea rs 
had only be~n t enants , but for every house you have deeds - - her e f or 
one r oom, her e for two r ooms , and the 10Hc r floor be l onged to one 
per son and the upper floor to another . We came t o the conclus i on that 
the only way of doing it , of r econstructing the Old City a s we want ed 
t o r econstruct it, \'ihich i s more or l ess in the character tha t it wa s , 
but \,l ith many improvements, was to condemn the whole of the a r ea ~vith 
the exception of actua l houses of p yer, mosques or churche s or 
whatever, and sta rt the whol e thing over and pay co~pensation . Other 
wise t her e was no hope of making any i mpr ovements Wha t soever, or 
purchasing anything. 

As I sui d, some ooney comes from the governmen t a s f a r as 
devel opi ng Eas t J erusal em is concerned . Soce money come s from 
indebtedness of the city and we have gone co~paritive ly f a r in these 
l as t two years . °lye have increased our indebtedness from about one 
third of our annua l budge t to a comple t e year's budget , be cause we 
f elt t hat t hi s wa s not the ti e to hold back and wait, and we f eel 
that up to a year , or a year and a half of the budge t i s still a bl e 
to be carried by 10 s if they a r e long- t er m inter est l oans , and we 
ge t a 11 ttle bit of Ilone>' f r oll people who feel that they should do 
s omething special for J erusa l em her e and ther e , and there a r e quite 
a number of t hose . 

We have found th" t when peopl e do sOl!!ething pa rticul ar fo r 
Jerusale~, such as gi ve a playground fo r an er e a i n which i mmi gr ants 
settl ed many years ago, or contri bute to the r estora tion of the Old 
City tia ils, these gifts do not r es trict what t hey g i ve t o the UJA, 
but in all ca ses , it i ncreases their connection with the country, 
and ther efore increases \1h.2. t they l3:ive to the UJ ll . 

Many of our f riends have star t ed ou t tha t way , by doing some thing 
for J erusal em , and have come ar ound to doing sooet hing fo r I srae l , 
in gener a l through the UJA or through simil a r org~n1z&tions in 
EnGl and or France , who have never done anything at all befor e for 
any pur pose in I s r ael . 

As f a r a s young people are conce r ned , ther e i s ~ l ot of 
contact , but I woul d not over - esticate it , because you nover know 
wha t they will do when they get older. But a t the momeat, until 
political influences r each them , it could not be bett er . To give 
you an exampl e , we had l a s t s ummer a youth r e public . It was an 
after noon camp whi ch started e t two , and ended a t t en , in the 
J erusal em For e s t. \Ve sta rted 3. li ttle institut i on ther e wi th 

- 4 -



• 

sw i~ng pools and sports gr ounds and v~ rious activity roo~s and 
~o on, and we had about 2 ,000 J ewi sh youn5ste r s t here and about 
500 Ar ab youngst er s. 

The Ar abs who came we r e only young men , a nd ther e we r e no 
women a mong the m, and t'le d id not oind tha. t too much, but we had 
too much t o think abou t anyway , in t e rms of how t o run well . 
Ide did no t want any a ddition.?l complica tions . 

Thi s worked extrcTTlely rle ll, they e l ected t oge the r a J ewi sh 
f.layore sB and a n ~rRb Deruty P·Tayor. .\ nd mind you , I think tha t 
ther e i s a bett e r cha nce of ? n J\r a b De puty Hayor be i ng el ected 
tha n in re ligiou~ J e\\'is h J erus2.1ell a J ewish t-hyor ess being 
el ected . They publi shed a da ily paper in Hebr ew and Ar abic and 
they had a g r eat decl of activities t ogether, and it i s one of 
d ozens of e xampl es of cooper~ tion. But , as I s a i d b~fore f thi s 
may not 9r event f ive o t her young Ar ab ~en pl~nting a bo~b sone
wher e . 

Q. I n Jcrusal e~ school s , i s ther e a dual l anguage ? 

A. There i s no attempt ~t duel langu~ge . Ther e i s Ar ab 
educa tion in ,.rabic and J e"wi sh educ tion in He brew . This does 
not mean tha t bot h s i dos do not l ear n the ot her' s l anguage , but 
they l earn it as ~ for ei gn l~ age . 

Ther e has been f airly good Arab educa tion in ver y poor 
buildi ngs , which we have to bring up t o our s t andard in or der t o 
give them t he f eeling that they will ge t the S30e treat ment . 

To g i ve you an exa~ple of the type of invest~ent , in ~rab 
school s al one it would cost "bout ·, 5 million to bring them t o the 
same standa rd as ours and ours are not very «ood . 

Q. I get the fee l ing t hat in this city bombs can go off, but 
it i s essentially quiet. HOH do y ou personally cont end wi th this 
s ituntion? 

A. Le t me jus t s ay t hi s , ther e i s no pol i ceman outs ide ~ 
house. There is no offici al r es i dence of the Mayor . It is jus t 
an apartment in a private house . I drive my own ca r, and I can 
wal k ; r ound the c i ty quite quietly a t night . But both you and I 
know of some cities wher e you cannot do tha t . (Laughter and appl~use .) 
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REMARKS OF 

BRIGfJlI ER SHAUL ROSOLIO 

COMMANDER OF POLI CE FOR J ERUSALEM AND THE SOUTHERN COMMAND 

TO 

MEMBERS OF THE UNI TED JE1HSH APPEAL ' S 

"OPERAT I ON I SRAEL" 

JERUSALEM , DECEI1BER 4, 1968 

I will get strai ght t o the paint . What I want t o expose you 
t o is a certai n type of pr oblem whi ch is l ess dr amatic, let us say, 
but according t o our new situat i on , it is one t hat mor e and more 
draws our at tention to a certain kind of rasi stance that I thi nk 
you should know about . 

I will allow myself one preliminary remark , however , con
cerning my unit . Unlike Police Forces in the United States , i n 
I srael the Police Foree is National . It does not come under l ocal 
author i ty . It is not involved 1n l ocal politics , it i s a national 
force which has responsibility f or the interior security of the 
country. 

This does i nclude l ocal pol ice work , of course , but i t does 
i ncl ude , besides that , everything conc erned wi th the well-being of 
the population in terms of security , with i ntelligence work and the 
co- ordi nat i on of all efforts to make life secure and peace ful whilst 
i n the country. 

This i s the reason why it has been my privilege and burden 
to be r esponsi bl e for the well-be ing of this city , which is i n a 
very s pec i al situati on indeed , and I den l t think that ther e i s a 
parall el i n the ent ire world . 

Fi rst of all, you have been told , I suppose , that i n s pite 
of the hi storical f act that the Six Day War t er minated on the 11th 
June, 1967, the f act is that we live in a s ituat i on which we , in 
Hebr ew, like t o call n sub-war" (Tat- milchama) . It i s not a state 
of war; it is much less than a state of peace . Actuall y it i s 
more war than peac e . I t ake t he liberty , of course, to speak 
freely i n thi s r oom - thi s must be really privat e - because I will 
indicat e some political c onnotat i on which thi s has . 

The fact is that peac e has not yet arrived , and I am s orry 
t o s ay that the l ast 48 hours do not enc ourage anyone of us t o 
think that we ar e on the threshold of a settlement which could be 
r emot ely similar t o anythi ng r esembl ing peace (a r e f e r ence t o 
stepped up Ar ab terr orist attacks in the Bet Shean Vall ey) . 

When the Si x Day War ended , we l ogically thought that the 
defeat of the Ar ab countries was so large , that they would think 
of a way t o create a s ituat i on in which a col lOquy wi t h I srael 
would be possible. In this we we r e mis taken . 

The r eas on f or our mi stake i s that we t hought l ogically, 
while we are sorry t o s ay that the Arabs, with the constant and 
unilat eral backing of the Russi ans , are illogi cal . So we are 
l i ving in a pr es ence of s emi-war, or a peace withi n a war , or a war 
within a peace . A war within a peac e , l et us s ay . This means 



that as f ar as the usual funct i ons of life are concerned , this 
i s peace . As far as our economic and agricultural effort i s 
concerned , t his i s pence . Everyone i s going about his 
business . But, all our borders ar· f l ared. 

At present, I think that there i s no except i on. It is 
only a matter of time until i t starts up i n the Sue z again, and 
when it subsi des her e i t starts in the north . But unlike the 
situati on bef ore June 1967 , we have a di f ferent s i tuation and 
from the civic poi nt of vi ew, a much more complicat ed one . 

You know that we hav e s ort of inherited , aft er t he war , 
1,200 , 000 Arabs, who wer e our avowed enemies. I say "were " 
I don't like t o use the t erm II are!! , This i s not only a matter 
of propaganda . You mus t r emember that a whol e generation has 
past s ince 1948 , and all the Arabs between the ages of l e t us 
say, 15 and 45 have actually been br ought up on the hat r ed of 
Israel: . that the State of Israel personifies only the evil of 
the world , from the racial , religi ous, e thnic and political 
point of vi ew . You name it. 

Until 1967. we had - so t o speak - those Arabs safely and 
securely tucked away beyond our border s . Israel end the queer 
bor ders it used t o have , had t he Arabs on the other s i de of the 
border . The Arab Legi on, in a paradoxical way , was guard ing our 
borders f or us, because they di d not like infilt ration and we di d 
not like infiltrati on . yway , the abs wer e Gut of the 
country. 

What happened now i s that all these Arabs are within the 
borders controlled by ue , and the s everity of this danger is s o 
f abulous t hat I don't t hink t hat I have to descri be it t o you. 
Now i f this i s t rue of all of the West Bank and the Gaza Stri p and 
the GolanHei ghts, J erusalem is a special case . 

Without so much as l egally and administratively declaring 
s o , we let t he world under stand that c ome whet cay , Jerusalem 
stays her e . Now J erusalem has a population of 70, 000 ,\rabs, and 
190 , 000 J ews . That i s about one t hird Arab . These peopl e are 
accorded full civil rights, freedoc of movement, freedom of 
occupati on, and s o forth . 

As a matter of policy, we have dec i ded that we are go i ng t o 
absorb these 70 ,000 . We have among t his one- third of our 
populat i on in Jerusalem l s ev ere and fi erce enemi es , not only of 
the St at e , but of any and every individual Jew who walks the 
streets . I do not want t o do i njust i ce t o t hose who are in f avor, 
but they are ver y f ew, and I would rather say t hat they tol er at e 
the situation . 

The se are peopl e who have been brought up and educat ed on 
the hatred of us, and these are peopl e who st ill s tay under the 
influence of Arab propaganda , via the mass med i a , the television , 
the radi O, the newspapers. We do not interfere with f ore i gn broad
c asts . 
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I don't know from which c ommunities you come , but I 
would l i ke t o draw an equi valent , a parallel . Let us s ay that 
all of a sudden one ci ty in the United States has to absorb one 
third of its numbers in Chi nese or Cubans, who are avowed enemi es -
not only of the regi me, but of its people , and f or whom the 
destruction of the American people is a goal . If thi s is clear , 
thi s is like our s i tuat i on , and t his is the t hing we have t o cope 
wi th . 

We have decided upon a poli cy of "life as usual - busi ness 
as usual". We cannot do anything as easy as erect agai n the 
various barri ers and f ences and things that used t o be i n the 
city until 16 months ago . We cannot do thi s because this is 
exactly wbat all the Arab political organi zations would l i ke us t o 
do , because while we want t o prove thut Jerusalem is one Ci ty , 
that the living t ogether wi th !rabs i s possible , all the Ar ab 
countri es t ogether want t o pr ove that life t ogether i s impossibl e , 
that actually nothing has happened in J erusalem and that it has 
remained a divided city. 

It would be very easy t o clamp down curfews, barriers , 
fenc es ev erythi ng again, from the t echnical viewpoint of s ecurity, 
but by thi s we pl ay i nto the hands of our enemi es , so t o speak . 

I am gi ving you this badground information so that you 
will be abl e t o assess the actual pr obl ems of the t hing . Needl ess 
t o say t his r aises some extr~ordinarily difficult probl ems: how 
t o maintain public safety when cne thi rd of the popul2tion of the 
City i s the enemy , when the access t o arms and explosi ves i s easy 
i n this part of the world - end i has been made much easi er by 
the Six Day War . 

I C2llnot , within the time limit , go into det a ils of how 
this is done . The fact r emnins t hat until our un~ortunate inci dent 
of a f or tnight ago (the Ar ab bombing of Na chane Yehuda market, 
which kill ed 1 2 , and wounded 55), we managed t o be ahead of 
t errorism i n the City for the lEt 16 months, with a policy of open 
bri dges , s o to s peak . 

The task i s a kind of under ground war and underground 
action, which haa nothing t o do with r eal drama . It is not s pectac
ular, it is a hard day 1s work, day in and dey out, and the probl em 
i s : who i s ~aster? Who i s ~aster in information and i ntelli genc e , 
i n act i on? Who heads off whom? 

I think it i s not necessary t o explain t o you that i t all 
amounts t o men, training and material . The number of security 
f orc es which are in t own now, both i n and out of uni f orm, i s seven 
times what i t us ed t o be bef ore 1967 - and mind you , J erusalem 
was also always a c i ty of probl ems becaus e we were a divided City, 
like Berlin . 

We have t o maintain a state of outward peace , while the 
rumbling i s go i ng on all the t i me . Even i n the case of COlloquy 
wi th one of the Arab countrie s , the rt groups" will cont i nue their 
functions, because i t i s the political a~ of our adve rsary t o 
bring about a situation that will r edivide Jerusalem , and declare 
our de feat, nut on the fi el d of battle, but in that problem which 
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we think i s a maj or probl em - to prove t o the world that we can 
live t ogether peacefully . 

I t is the a i m of our enemies t o destroy . 

Q. What sort of co- operation do you get from the Arab 
part of the police f orce , and how much can you rely on them? 

A. I will tell you exactly . WE do not use the Arab 
pOlice f orc e t o do anythi ng political at all. We were under the 
Brit i sh ourselves , and we know how you can use - I mean how 
undergr ound movements can use - serv ing personnel t o suit your own 
purposes . So what we use the Ar ab police f or, i s just t o police -
to work the criminal side , the t r affic Si de , and t hat is t hat . We 
do not contact them as fer as intelligence i s conc erned . We do not 
rely on them . We do not expose them to the pr obl em at all . We 
do not want t hat conflict - not their internal conflict , and not 
ours versus t hem . 

Q. Are you f aced with the quest i on of narcotics? 

A. This i s a very l ong story and I will make i t short . 
This area is t ransitory for narcotics , which go via the Lebanon , via 
us , t o North Afric a and then to you, wher e it i s substant i all y 
consumed . I am familiar wi th t he set-up because I was in the 
Uni ted Stat es and I a sked the FBI all about it . We never wer e 
great users, but l ately - after the War - since the borders 
have become open , the access t o narcotics in the country is much 
easi er . I am pleased to say that t he J ewi sh populat i on ha s not 
yet, and I hope , will not , devel op danger ous or deep- r oot ed 
narcot ic habi ts . 

Q. Could you di s cuss f or a moment political ess~ssination 
by t error i sts? 

A. I think it is a matter of degree , in a s ense . You 
know that pol itical assassination amongst the hr abs i n the Mi ddle 
East has been a prac t ice of very many years . Political assassin
at i on is a l egi t i mate way t o s et t l e differ ences of opinion in t his 
area . The grandfather of the pr esent Ki ng was assass inat ed in 
front of hi s ey es, and we all know the series of assass inations 
around us. 

This country has not known a pol i t i cal assass i nat i on for the 
l ast 36 years , and t hen i t was an exc epti on . Terr orism is what 
the name 1s - t o terrorize a populati on, not t o t errori ze an 
i ndi vi dual . To terrorize a certai n part of the populat i on, f or 
example the Arabs who would l i ke t o talk peace as a group. 

Q. Would you s ay somet hi ng about re~T~ting and t raining 
of the police offic er and how people l ook or. police work as a 
career . 
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h . We have the same probl ems as everywher e , i n public 
service . l.s this is a devel oping economy , and wi th industry and 
private enterprise paying much more than we do , we have the same 
pr obl ems as i n any democracy - in Western Europe and t he Uni t ed 
States , in r ecruiting police. 

We take only hi gh gr ade people . Our standard training is 
very protrected . 

Q. I s there any active opposi tion from t he fir abs t o the 
growi ng terrorism? 

h . There i s . But because of the very spec i al and v ery 
complicated internal struggl e wi thi n the Arab c amp , t he opposition 
i s still t acit. Fi rst of all , we have s ucc eeded t o divide 
between the populati on and t he t error i s ts. 

The terrorists would get a taci t agreement of the Arab 
populat i on, but will not get active assistance . I t is too danger ous. 
It has varying degrees of reluctance to come into contact wi th the 
t errorists , but it will not go outri ght against the terrorists. 
We have isol ated the vi olence of c i vic part icipati on with the 
terror i sts . We are not a t the stage yet when I can tell you that 
we have succeeded in activating the Arab popula ce againet the 
t errorists . 

Rabbi Friedman : This r epresents a great deal of pr ogr ess . 

Q. You mention walking the streets wi thout fear . Could you 
gi ve us more i nformat i on? 

A. We pri de ourselves that our streets are safe , day or 
ni ght . It is very , very r are that you have any kind of mol estation 
or thuggery or that sort of things occur ing i n t his c ountry . 

Q. Has the bl owing up of the Ar ab terrorist homes been 
successful i n curbing v i ol ence? Do you intend t o c ontinue this in 
spite of the disappr oval of the f oreign pr ess? 

A. Our pol icy i s t o discourage anyone from co- oper at ing with 
the t error i sts. I t is dangerous . If you are a terrorist you are 
liabl e to be shot . If you are an accomplice you are liabl e t o have 
your house burned , because we have not yet f ound the secret slogan 
by which we can try t .~king t hem into not do ing t his . 

Li fe i s much harsher than this . The populat i on has t o 
understand that the stakes are high, other Wi s e , why not . ? Bear 
in mind that they are basically our enemi es , and no amount of ni c e 
talk will change thi s f act. 

The i nternational press prot estation against this we know 
of , and we t ake t his into deep cons i der ation. We only practice thes e 
measures when we don l t s ee t hat there i s any ot her way . We have 
not r esumed the deat h sentence , because we pr i de ourselves on 
being anA of t he f irst countries which abol ished i t . 

The core of the probl em is t hi s : t o create a s i tuat i on by 
which ther e will be r elUctance on the s i de of t he populat i on t o 
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co- oper at e with the t errori sts . We are 2 and a half milli on and 
they ar e 1 , 200 , 000 . Can you imagine yourselves i n the United 
St ates with 120 million Chinese living with you t her e? There i s 
no pos sibility of choosing the way, it i s much harsher than t hat . 

We will continue, I think, t o resort t o t his extreme measure 
if there 1s nc other way, and i f , after consi der Rbl e eff orts , we 
feel that this i s the r i ght answer . But there is one thing that 
must bo borne in mind : i t is not done just like t hat . Every case 
is ass essed and t he r esult is considered , includi ng unfavourabl e 
f ore i gn c omment s . 

Q. I s ther e a crimin~~ el ement i n East J erusalem? What 
are the pay r at e s f o r police ? 

A. The Ar ab populat i on of this area has all t he character
ist i cs of p.n agrarian bp~ckward population . There are l ow 
i ncident s o f criee - no I1whi te collar" crime at ell . Many di sputes 
are settled within the famili es , with all t he characterist i cs of a 
f eudali st i c , underdeveloped people . 

There i s not a very high r ate of crime in East J erusalem, and 
a very l ow r at e in the r est of the West Bank . It is an agrari an 
soci ety . 

Ther e ar e c ertain types of crimes which constitut i onally 
are called cri mes , like dope add iction . Polygamy is not c ons i der ed 
en of fence . Class ical crimes and crime s of viol ence do not pose 
the ~oblem at all . The value of a poli ce r ecruit ' s pay i s the equiva
l ent to an i ntercedia e ade of c i vil servant . 

Q. Do you have a hippy problem? 

A. No , we have theo import ed . Ei l at i s a favorite hi ppy 
spot f r om all over the world . We do not have a hippy probl em . 

Q. What sor t of a f emale police f orc e do you have? 

A. Not a large one , very f e w. 

Q. What do the f amilies of t errorists Jo aft er thei r homes 
are bl own up? 

A. This i s not an urban society. 
of a clan . When a house i s bl own up they 
part of the f amily which l i ves all around . 
s ociet y wher e eve ryone is on his own . 

The Lr ab family i s part 
go and l i ve with another 
It i s not an urban 

Q. 
parking? 

What are you go ing t o do f i ve years from now f or 

A. I can show you in the Municipal Cor porat i on of 
Jerusalem beaut i ful maps of what there will be i n five years -
parki ng l aws and over passe s and everythi ng . 

Q. What about students from other countri e s who ar e not 
sympathet i c t o our caus e . 

t. . Be i ng a free SOCiety, we encourage free discussion . 
There are s ome f orei gn students who ar e crit i cal about what we do , 
but we not only t ol er ate i t , we encourage i t . 
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What I want to do v ery briefly, 1s to analyse some of 
the problems of immigrati on this year , and we hope, next year 
t oo , because we may always have difficulties with immigr a tion , 
and the mor e pr oblems we have the happier we are , because then 
we hav e 1~~1gretion . 

People speak about emergency funds ac1 ecergency campai gns, 
and usally the notion about the t e rm "emergency" s tC'l do with 
s ecurity- emsrgency situat i on in Israel . I want to make it 
clear that , of couree , we ar e 1n a state of eme rge ncy , fer a 
number of year s alr eady, and e spec i ally s ince the Six Day War, 
but I think th9.t e"en without the war , we would still f ace an 
emer gency i f we take the pr oblem of i mmigration that we now have 
on hand . 

By the end of this budget ary year, at the end of Ma~ch 
1969 , it is pr oj ec t ed that we will have had 33, 000 i mmi gr ants 
come into Israel i n the past twelve months . It is pr oj ecteJ 
t hat by next year , if we make a good job of it - and partly this 
good job depends on you and on our cap~city to or ganize and ab
sorb t hi s year' s 1mmigration and the 1mmigra t1on of previous 
years - then it is hoped t~t . a will have an ~mmigration next 
year r eaching the figure cf perhaps 40 ,000 . 

Ei ghteen y ears ~o , we have had much more i mmigr ation . In 
the early fifties we absor bed into a country which was much weaker 
and poor er in many aspects , cs ~~y as l 5C, OOO or 200 , 000 
i mmigrants in one year . 

But one ha s t o r ealise tha t the nature ( f immigra tion the se 
days has changed compl etely for many r easons . 

I want first to analyse the current total number. What ia 
this 30 , 000 made of ? We don't have t he total number f or the 
year because t he year has not ye t ende d, but I will give you 
September as an exampl e of a typi cal month this year. In this 
month , we r ece ive d about 4 , 000 i mmi grants , Four hundred cf 
them came from Easte rn Europe . About 1,000 c ame from the 
West, including the United States . But this also include s 
Fr ench pe Dpl e . About 500 people , most of whom are North 
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African , emi gr a t ed to Fra nc e , especia lly aft er the upheaval 
in Alger i a , and spent a f ew years there bef ore f i nding their 
way to Isr ae l . Ano ther 1 , 600 came from Islamic count ries : 
North Afr i ca, Turkey, Iran and Be on . About 200 in this 
month came from Latin America . 

Le t us put this typical immigra tion into pe r centage 
form . I would say that about 10% come from Eastern EuroIE , 
about 40% from the West - it is somewhat hi gher than average , 
which I would say is 55% - about 40% from Islamic countr i es, 
and a bout 10% to 15% fr om Latin America . 

\'Ihy do I give these numbers in detail? Thi s br ings 
about a f ew questions . First of all , in the year 1951 -
or 1952 , ",hen even 95% of the immigra tion arrived f'rom I slamic 
countries, Yemen, Iraq, Tripoli, Morocco , then Isr ael and t he 
J e'Ni sh Agency could afford to spread the precess of absor ption 
out f or a number of years . 

We put people into ten s at the beginning , then into 
tin huts and then into wooden hcuses , and only af t er ten or 
t wel ve years did immi grants, who c~me in 1951 and 1952 manage 
t o re ach a house, and even then not a very spacious place . 

But t t process of absorption we could afford a t t hat 
time , because everybody ~~s in the same state . Also the 
i ndigenous popul~tion did not have a very high income . We 
wer e living in a n austerity period . No-one suffer~d because 
no- one had ~nything . So we could afford these hundr eds of 
thousands of immigrants and bring them her e and spr ead ou t the 
absorption process OVd r a few years . 

But here you have a s i tuation in which 3 or 40% of the 
immi gration ames from Western countries. These are peopl e 
who were used to a standard of living , maybe not t he hi ghest 
standard acccrdi ng to the American standards of Jewish 
families . 

You cannot make a differ ence between Jews , and you have 
to find a way to give them , somehow, equal treatment . I t will 
never be equal because when you t ake in a professor f r om 
UCLA t o the University ~f Jerusalem, of course, you gi ve him 
i mmed i ately" better income bracket, a bigger place . But the 
span of diff'e r ence cannct be too high . That make s the whol e 
process of absorption much mo~e expensive . 

Then there is a second point . Even f r om t he non- Western 
countr i es , the type of i mmi gr a t i on that is coming no w, which 
is 20 year s after we started the whol e bUSiness, i s already 
a different type of peeple . 

I will give you a very simple stcry which shews one 
thing , and then the opposite . There was a professor of' chemistry 
who came from Budapest - I understand that he wa s a very 
f amous and well - known professor , who managed to sneak out of 
Hungary and ended up in Jerusalem at the Hebrew University . 
He r ece ived a flat in J erusalem - what we t e r m a three-room 
flat . In your t e r ms it would be a f'our- ro om flat , includi ng 
kitchen . 
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I n Israel i t e r ms this wa s a decent apartment , and he was 
extremely gl ad . He had a wife and two children, and he i s now 
a very happy ~n . H( has a very good position, and a n apartme nt 
which he would never have dreamed of h~ving in Budapest , in 
Bpi t e of the fact that he was a pr ofesso.&,' . 

Hi s ne i ghbour was a professor of chemistry who came from 
America and r eceived the same treatment , the Bame apartment . But 
he was extremely bitter about it, in spite of the fact that he 
had only one child , and finally gave -tp and went back to the 
St ates . 

I tell you this story because on the one hand you have 
types of people who ar e g l ad to get what we giv~ them , and on the 
other hand , you have others who see it as a r eduction in their 
standard of living . Here you have the problem. 

Most of those who come from Easte rn Eur ope , in spit e of 
t he f ac t th~t they come from a poor background, are by new 
pr ofessionals , white- collar people , and the immigrants f r om Ira n, 
f r om Turkey a r e of the same kind . But not all ~f them. There i s 
still a propor tion ,,-bo come and who are simple worker s . But 
mor e and mor e they a r e coming and requiring a higher standard 
of living, if we want to keep them here ~ 

Here I come to a third point , and this is the very basic 
di f ference between the situa tion of immigra tion nowadays and of 
pr evious years . 

In previous years, t ake for example, the Yemini immigra tion . 
When a Yem1ni family made the dec ision in 1950, or 1951 to come 
t o Israel , this wa s a one way , irreversible deoieion, because 
they knevl that they could never go back to Yemen . I£hey a l so 
knew t hat t hey could only go tc Israel because no country in 
the West would a ccept them. 

Today in most cases , immigration is an experimental move 
on t he part of the peopl e who do it . It is very much so with 
Americans and with youngsters. I deal with youngster s a l ot , 
and this i s surely the case , because even a person who has 
been educated in a youth movement for t en years , with the aim 
of goi ng t o Israel, when he gets to the age of 18 t o 20 and 
comes t o I srael , he knows, a t the back of his mind , that he can 
go back if he does not succeed . 

This is ~n extreme ca se , but it is the case even with 
the Nor th African f amilies who can always go back to Fr ance , 
even if thej r situation in Fr ance is not that good ~ 

This makes the who l e process different , when we talk 
about absorption . We have to s peed up, a lthough this doe s not 
make it mor e expens i ve , because we had t o rea ch the same l evel 
with the other people who came over 18 years ago , but the 
proc ess was spr ead out over 15 year s . Now t he whole pr ocess 
is condensed , and we have to solve most of the pr obl ems within 
three years . If we f ail t o s~tisfy the i mmi gr a nt within these thr ee 
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years , then two main thi ngs will happen. 

One, God for bid , many of them may go away and r e turn 
to where they came from . Two , and this is especi ally the 
case with Easter n Europe, the rumour spreads and people 
write l ett. rs back home and then wha t happens is tha t those 
whom we expec t to come in five years from now will not come . 
All this , if we do not do a good job in absorpti on here today . 

I want to speak about Russ i a- just for a second , and I 
u nder stand that you have been tol d already t hat what you a r e 
told here 1ft not for oublic consumntion ~ ~ quotation in 
the pa pe r s , because most of you know how sensitive these 
subjects a r e , especially when we deal with immigr ati on f r om 
Easte r n Europe . We already had a bad experi ence year s ago , 
whe r e word BQt out into t he pr e ss and this stop ped a l l the 
immbgration f r om one countr v . 

You know thnt afte r the Six Day War , r elations with 
Russ ia have stopped completely, a nd - up to the Six Day W~r 
June 1967 - there had been e slow , trickling pace of i mmi 
gr ation from Russia - 60 f amili e s a month , 40 families a mon~h . 
But this went along for a couple of ye~rB , and I personally 
was eff ected . I-01y wife I s aunt came from Russia a nd believe me , 
it is a f a SCinating phenome non to wa tch these people , and 
how di fficult it is to absorb them . But how once you do 
Rbsor b them , what a redemption it is for them . 

She wae a woman who lost her husband 1n the Second World 
War , and she had two daughters , one wac alr eady 39 a nd the 
other was 36 - both beautiful, both talented , and they never 
mar ried , not because they did not have e chance , but becau se 
they did not f eel like marrying a IIgoy" . And somehow they have 
been her e now f or three years , and they managed to get absor bed . 
Actually it was not very difficult in this ca s e , because both 
girls are accountants and their mother did not have to wor k . 
Tbey are both marri ed now - the s econd one married about ~ mon~hs 
ago - and ye eterd~y we wer e t her e and the boys wer e playi ng 
car ds, and you should have seen this f amily ainging a nd gay , 
and the mother , with tear s in her eyes said "I thought this 
would never happen to me a lthough I pr3yed for it e . e r y day. 
They managed to take me out of there ." 

Thi s is, in very human ter ms , what it means for a 
Russi an Jewish family to go out from there and come he r e . 

Then it stopped completely . No t even one ol d man came 
for about a year s ince the June War . f ew months ago , two 
famili es came all of a sudden , and we don't know why . Then 
f our more f a mili es , then three more f amili es - not l arge 
number s . They wer e just drops, nothing mor e . But the se drops 
may develop into a little str eam. 

I happened to be r ecently with Liora Eliav , t he Deputy 
Ministe r of Absor pti on, who wa s once the Fir st Secr etary of 
the 3:mbasey in Moscow and an exper t on Russ!. a n J ewr y . One 
fa mily came f r om Tiflis which is Caucasia in RUSS i a , and 
usuall y the immigr a tion t hat came fro m Russia came f r om 
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Lithuania, Latvia ~oland, or the Polish border - but not from 
Caucaeia . This f ami ly came all of a sudden, and they are very 
traditional f amil i es and they know Hebrew. He told me a story 
and of all t he stories that I have hear d , I feel that t h i s i s 
qUite symbolic of them all for many reaBons ~ 

This family had to go from Tiflis to ~!oscow to take 
e. plane from Moscow to ·lienna . From Tiflis to Moscow the tra in 
t akes 48 hours 1 and 200 peopl e who wer e friends o~ this family 
from Tiflis made the eff or t to go all the way to Moscow - 48 
houre - end to the airport to see them off , singing and praying~ 

To me thes e stories are very symbolic from ~ny a spects . 
For me it shows that there is somethi ng in JewishnesB that no 
I1 goy" can really understand . Ye t it is there . Thes e f amiliee 
were under a Communist r egime f or 45 years . The Polish border 
and Lithuania have not been under the Communist r egime alone 
for s o l ong . But these people were born into the Communist 
r egime . Yet you have this phenome non . 

You all know that the explanati on of t his i s ha r d . Also 
it goes t o show what will happen if the Russ i an Gover nment doe s 
intend to open up. On the other hand , it puts an a wful 
l oad of r e s ponsibility on ' lS . This year, because of the fact 
that we had less i mmigr a tion in the l ast few year s , t he 
Jewi sh Agency sa i d that we woul d have 40,000 this year , a nd we 
make a correct pr ediction . But the Ministry of Hou,ing , and 
all the agencies who deal with the pr oblem of how much housing 
should be devel oped , said th~t this was i mpossble , and they 
pl anned for only 20 , 000 . For these past few months we 
have had a great problem with housing. 

But housing is just one ~spect of the pr oblem. In or der 
t o be abl e to absorb l arger numbers of Russian Jews - and the 
s ame applie s for every Jew - you ve t o prepar e for all the 
infra- structure- schools , medical centres and housing and ell 
that goes with it, and we have to be prepar ed for this . 

There is another point t hat I wa nt to make and this i s 
the question of what does ab s or ption ac tually mean? Is 
absorption just putting a man in a job and a house , and that 
is it? In the case of most immigration , this may be ~he case • . 
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11 doctor f ron London or ~ chemist froLl UCLA , once 
you g ive hin 0 nice house, once you e i va hh~ n job , he 
ncn OGG s h i msel f , He !LL::'kes friends , He na ncces to 
educa t e h is child r en in the pr oper way . Th i s i s done . 

Thi s is not the c ase wi t h 50 /~ if we talco into <.! c cvunt 
t he North Africa ns \,ho or e r q;iste r ed under Fr ench 
i r1!1i e r 8tion , These arc people Hho go e nd join [' .,estern 
civiliza tion, lhh ich i s I s r .:1e l, Bnd \'iho h El ve Cl peinful 
struggle t o u~lift th e ir mm st<J nd t:l rd of orienta tion a nd 
s kil l s cnd EJ bility to \'Jo r k .s nd live in thi s society . In 
cost of t hese c a ses of J ewish i nmi crat ion frolY. Isl amic 
count rie s I t ho e;enorotion of t he elderly peopl e \liho C QI.le 

into th is country , t h i s i s usua lly 0 lost ca s c o They 
ca nnot r eally push t henselves up v s adults ond MeJee then
selves people of a ~·es t ern cul ture or a -.lestern civil i z a tion . 

The question i s , wh e t will hn)pen t o t hei r ch ildren ? 
\;e e r e now s trugBlinG cgAins t neny odds . Fi rs t of a ll , 
the it;;p r. ct of th e f · ily i s soJ7tc t h ing thc t pu l ls theft ba ck , 
Thi s is e. v ery inportont i mpact . ~lhDt the JevJish flGoncy 
bos to do is not just to do the norn~ l th ine t ha t e ve ry 
St ~ te ond every n~ ti on cnn do - eive a good nd decent 
schooling , but fer nore , Ie hr' ve t o struf.......: l e .... ;rl inst the 
ch a ins thot luC; t hen bo ck to t he brchiJf'rd t r;:'ld i tion of one 
t hous and YCDrs ~GP . 

• .'e hove to ')li t in liuch nor e cffort. It is not enough 
t o l e t thea go to Dny school t h.3Y \loot . You hove t o 
pr epa re [.lor e F'nd bette r schools . You have t o besin mueh 
earl i e r . You hcvc to g i ve the~ the cbility to GO to h i gh 
school , in s pite of tho f oct t hr t ,crh ps they hfV C not the 
full "ptitude . You h ove t o pUIlP the" i nto be inG a bl e to 
compete Hit l1 the othe rs a t high schaal l e vel . 

In ny departncnt , ct the Je\ ish l.eency , vie hEve a fund 
t o Gi ve scholErshi'p s to ,capl e \lho cone from Isl8n ic 
countrie s, \-,ho shm; n potenti"l r pt l tUd3 to study. They 
cannot c o_'pet e Hith the Jebr e s or the children or .. e stern 
f omilies . They shm, thf' t t hey hr:vc r.: potenti sl Dnd D 

possibility to COltlla t c . .Ie t ake then f or s poci e. l cours es, 
'w ith a6.d it ione l scholarships on 1:ro ny l...;vcls , 

~ Ie do this in prepara tion for h i e h school end fo r 
university . '.Phis VJc.y , 'Ie hnve IJcnrGGu , in th e l as t few 
y eers , to put throuGh un i versity hundreds of lioroccD n boys , 
or Iraqi boys , who bcco.m.e the leDdcrs of thei r mlO 
cOI:lOunities . 

Th ese er e just sone of t he l)robl ens involved . 
vmnt to 8n fl lyze mor e ,,;h[lt i r1Jnier a tion m3 £:ns tod ay , 
absorption meDns today . 

I jus t 
'wha t 

I deal \Jitil one of our J ev/i sh AGency proCr ElJ!..s to bri ng 
profes siona l s from the ,.G st -- includinc, t he Un ited Gt a tes , 
for one or tV10 y eers , t o wor k Dnc} help t he developnent 
towns with immi g r £!nt popul a tions . 

Some of t hese professiona ls r enc in in t he country a s 
immi grants , but mo s t of tllem go ba ck. If y ou go to a 
development city like Di mons and you E'sk the Mayor how 
many profess i onals coUld you use? How many doctors , how 
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many teachers of English? How lilany social workers? How 
nany can you utilize? How many does Dimona really need 
for its ovm soc i al and educational point of v i ew? 

The answer would be 100 . There ar e IDany peopl e who 
CQuid be helped , by teaching J by music teache rs , by sports 
instructors . Then you ask him how many positions do you 
have open in your budget . Once you bring an American her e 
he may not need t o earn ~ l, OOO per month , but he needs an 
amount of Doney to live on . 

~men you ask him how many pos i tions can they arrard 
t o have i n t he over head of th e Municipality , the 8ns·~,.er 
would be , compa r ed to 100 , pErhaps 4 or 5 or 6. The 
development of this city only reached a point in wh i ch 
the budge t which the Government g ives , which the Jewi sh 
Agency gives , which the Municipa l ity has through taxes , 
and can only aff ord 4 or 5. 

To add not 100 , but 40 profe3sional young Amer icans 
who come for one year to work, the Jewish Agon cy has t o 
provide this Municipality ',ioh the ability to absorb . They 
need housing , they need tools , 8 club to work y,ith the youth . 
If he is a sports instructor , he ndods 8 yard J e ball , a 
basket , and all t-itese th i ngs which go ""lth the professional 
t o enable hie to work there . 

This i s in addit ion t o his own sm3ll salery . This 
one progr an i s extremely important - ebsorbing in depth , a 
process which goes on for meny yoers . \Ie cen cel l on t he 
Weste rn Jews to help this because of their professional 
abilit i es . Even this is a very costly business . 

We hope to have more problems J because this means that 
we wi l l have more iacigratlon . But if we ar e not going to 
solve these problems at least partially , then VJe will have 
no problems nt all because ilnI:!igration will dwindle dOVin . 
You have heard of the importance of iomigra tion in our 
general situation. 

Just one more "ord of philosophy if I may indulge . 
Wh at actually is this business , wben we come to Vlorld Jewry 
and demand and ask and request fin~nciel help? 

I think that there is a basic philosophy one should 
keep in mind . TEke any country , for examp: o , France , or 
Ital y which i s not as rich . They beve problems of develop
ing the land and of developing the nation . But these ar e 
normal problems of an edditionel nature . They bave 
developed their countries f or thousands of years . They need 
to reclaim anoth er forest , or improve schools . 

whichBHgr~gfts~~tg§v6iti0tRg ~~S~ ~~ ~s.gain the development , p lall y , bave done 
throughout a thousand years , in the spen of 20 or 30 yeers . 
We have to build the whole infra- structure of the country , 
roads , the recl ama ti on of lands , et c . 
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In any other normal nation, this has been done 
hund reds of years ago . Now nobody Elsks if this pays to 
be the re , because it has been th er e for centuries , the 
canals, the roads . 

It does not pay e conomically fr om a normal point of 
view. But we have to do it b~causo v.e have to develop this 
l and . Fror.l. tha point of view of the nation , we hove to 
develop at leas t the 50% Of the population who hove come 
from underdevel oped and backward countries , and nake out of 
them , a nation of El \'·(;:s t ern nature . 

These jobs are not normal for any country in the 
'ivorld . This is part of t he general frcaework of the Jewish 
people . I t hink thet this is the bas i c ph ilosophy . in my 
eyes , of whet you are doing. You ar e helping us to prepare 
this additional work , that no no rmal state , even without the 
pr oblems that we have , hes to do . 

If we can take into eccount that 60% or 70% of tax 
intake is being spent on security probl~ms , you have the scope 
of the problec we have at hand . 

'i. lie net l~st night with .kI:lcrican graduate students 
who ar e studying at the Tel Aviv University . These Anericons 
expressed concern about wh~t th~y considered prejudice 
aga inst Yecenite Jews . Does such prejudice exist? 

A. Prejudice is qui te a compllc~ted business . Ther e 
Dre two ways to look at prejudice . One is looking down 
upon a group of people by those who arc nore lucky . Ther e 
is a much fuller question. That is when there is e re e l 
gep between groups of people in a soci<ty . This oakes it 
difficult for the lower gr oup to r each the high positions 
in SOCiety , or dls'Crib.lto itself in e nor!llO l way , in which 
s ome arc low end some " r b in high incoca brackets . 

We hav e had throughout the y_crs this second problem. 
This is one of the major problems which we call the 
i ntegration of the different groups in th e country . We are 
struggling to solve this . Much of the help that the UJA 
gives in the fiold of educati on is aimed at this . 

Thi s problem cannot be solved within ten yeers . As an 
educctor, I believe it takes two to three g~neretions t o 
really solve it, if you can. 

I have studied this r ather thoroughly in many countries . 
Thi s i s not uni que t o I s rael . You have it with the Negroe s . 
You have it in England with t he colored :;;lco:;;ll e . It exists 
in many countries . Israel is perhaps the only country that 
hos not solved it but has a fair chonce t o do so . The 
development of th e last few years shO\ .. ed how much progress 
wc have mede in this field . 

It i s not a ques tion of only Ycocni Jews . It includes 
Moroccan Jews , Iraqi Jews and other Jews who came from 
Isleoic countries . 
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Th i s is one of the major struggles of Isra€l to upl i f t 
t hese people . Whet is the a ctual ab ility of the s e peopl e 
t o go h i ghe r . what do they feel about themselves? The 
Si x Day War was 8 ver y instr umental development i n t he 
pos i tive sense . Allover , the East e rn Jews ofter the Six 
Day War gailled a lot of' confidence . They l os t much of t he 
b i tter nes s tha t many fe l t b ~f ore be cause of th£ir hendicaps . 

Many of them t ook pE:rt in the \lar e. s offi cers and 
cor porElls and just pri vates who gave the i r share of sa cr if ice 
e nd ha rd ships in the War , vlith e l l the r est . It made thet::l. 
f ee l th a t t hey or e ful l par tner s in this country . 

Th i s is ver y import ant . Once th ey e r e conf ident of 
what they a. r e , it is much ensicr t o deal with them end 
upl ift t hen . 

As for prejudice in 
not among young p~oplo . 
amo~g elder ly people who 
in Eastern Europe . 

the nar r ow s ens e , "We have it 1 but 
You wi l l find prejudi ce ma inly 
wer o educ ated in Eur ope , espe ci ally 

I was born her e . t.eons ny ~rio n~s , espac i ally in t he ~ 
ther e i s little prejudice . You have so much experi enc e in 
livi ng wi th Yomenis and Iraqis in one t ent f or two end e 
hal f y ee rs in the Army , f i ghting a long ide him . You can see 
tha t h e performs in tho battlefi eld like you do , nnd SOIJe
times bette r , end t~~ pr~judice ccnnot stand up age i nst this . 

The anSWGr is thot you may f i nd , hero and there , pr e judice . 
Once the people a re fUlly e bsorbed her~ , both Easter n and 
\ies t e rn prejudices disappear qui ckly . This g ives ne hope t ha t 
in the future , 'o'IC will have l ess llnd l ess of it . 

/I 
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TID, AVIV HITIrOlI E~EL , D&:RlJlER 7, 1968 

Mr. Trob e:. I see f rom the schedule , from the work you have 
bee."1 doing t hfs week , tha-'u what you have been essen-r; i ally l ook
i ng into , and ge'.;t ing an undel.'standing of , :. 8 the enormou s 
security proble::n tl:e.-t ... 19 face here . Of course , I am eur e you 
haV'e become convinced , as 'Ile all are , that Israel is ready , and 
that one of our hopes is that the ~rabs Vlill be det erred by an 
awar eness of this r eadiness . Rut sometimes I think it is a 
little bit li!;:e the story of the man who "'ent to his Rabbi and 
said: "I hav e a terrible problan. ~y son CEll't play cards . " 
And the Rabbi snie!, n~hat Y"" call a probleo? r have ma..,y 
people coming to oe s~yin6 that their sons are playing cards 
e:-nd l osing enormous 9.:no-..mt s of money ." And tbe man said: 
1'1 didn't say my son is ;(lot pl£?{infj cards, I just s~.id he can 't 
play cards - - and tb!!.t' s "errible . Thi s is like the Arabs . 
They may not be able to Ylin the '"er, but they may ccnt i nue to 
try. 

Now it is fitting and proper, and it is correct in r el ati on 
to th e enormity of the probltms faned here, "lhat if you only 
spend only one week looking at the probl"",s of Israel, y ou have 
to concentrat e on tho _ecurity probl em . But that should not 
blind you to the fact thnt th&:t are mormous social and 
medical problems in the country, end my tRSk this corning i s to 
gi ve you sooething 01' a picture of thE: Q10rmity of th ese 
probl ans . 

Our assignmE!r~ hc:'e has beEln to take cere of the handicapped 
among the i mmigrants .. When Israol was crESted, taere wer e 
600, 000 J e"s hero. Then Jews who had to be rescued from all <Ner 
the world bega=>. pouring in, and something had to be done a boot 
t aking car e of the enormous nuober of hf".ndicepped per sons ?.mong 
those iliJID.igrants . Acong tbE!!il were many, many aged , many T ~B ~ 
ceses, and so on, and JDGI s job was t o establish homes f or the 
aged , t o 'i;3tabe.ish hospitals, t o establish pr ograms t o care f or 
these eged, infiIll:. and :!:J.p..ndicepp cd ~ 

Now you haven' t had a chance to viSit one of our eleven 
insti tutions, but as of this moment WE:! have 3,000 aged persons 
i n our homes .. Half of th em a=e slck, requiring nursing care, (][' 
i nfirm, r equiring some major degroe of medical servi ce during 
the day . The othEr half are ambulant, but 80 years of age and 
(TV er . 

If you CODe to one of our homes-end whoo you come back 
again we hope you will have the time t o do it- y ou wi l l find 
not a depressing sight, but you will find a group of people who 
ar e not only well-cared for in the physical sense , but for whom 
every effort is made to scd life to those years , And what's 
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more y ou will find a group of pC('Iple wbo ar e v ery v ery consci ous 
of the f a ct that th ey owe t o y ou the f a ct that they a r e living 
decently , Tb ere ar e p eoplewbo came out of East ern Eur op e , out 
of North Africa , with no awareness of what t o expect . Very many 
of th en l ost t beir f M1ilies in th e Na zi h ol ocaust , end who , when 
tbey came h er e , wer e deligbt ed t o find tbat y ou bad ha d th e 
wi sdom t o provide th e funds f or a progr am which t ('l('k th em fr om 
the shi p s and froD th e ai rp orts - - those wh o n eeded it 
i IIlfileJ i a t ely int o institution s , and also provided other servic es 
f or the agee and t h e Sick, BlJong tbose wh o could still be kept 
in the c ommunity , 

And that' s one of th o things we have tri ed t o do . We don't 
believe i n in st ituti ons , except f or th ose wh o ere ab solut ely in 
need of thECl . We can't a ffor d t o put everyb ody int " i n stitu
ti ons , ev€l1 th os e wb om we rec ogni ze need it . We must first 
t ak e those wh o sim.ply cann ot be cared f or at hocE , And this 1s 
a tremendously i mp ortant aspect of the prcbleo , b ecau se the 
f ailur e t o t ake care o f an aged per son within a f amily gr oup, 
whEn th e aged person r equire s medical s ervices , and full- time 
car e , dEst r oys th e productiv e capacity of th e work ers i n that 
f amily , And tbat is snm ething which I srael, at tbi s stage of 
it s development , and with its p r obl Qlls , Simply cannot a ffor d . 

We built two h ospitals t o treat T .B , during tbe early days , 
There was an enormous number of T .B . cases a.rucng the r efugees 
wh o came from Eastern EUrrpe end frm NC'rth Afr ica . And , we 
a r e bappy t o say , tbat witb gond c re , with tbe n6W drugs tbst 
have b een develrped , tbat problem bas b een licked , and those 
t wo h ospitBl s wer e turned OVEr t o th e Government £ nr sen-ic e t o 
the genera l popu lati on, and now Br e serving the chroniC Sick and 
v ariou s ("Ith er kinds cf probleILI s . 

Among tb e maj or problems that I'IC face , especially fr om tb e 
gr oup s t hat were br ought in fr om the Yemen , f r om North Africa , 
wer e the enorcous number o f blind among th an , and f or thi s we 
have establi shed sp ecie l workshnps and variou s kinds of 
pr ogrems t o deBl witb tba t preDI """ We b M a very lar ge progr am 
provi ding l oans and h elp t o these bandicapped persons wb o , witb 
some kind of help , can b e made pr("lductiv e . For example , y ou 
hav e a b ookk eE:per wh c is, let U S say , a double ruuput ee , and if 
yau can make e. double amput ee into e. bC'okkeeper , you hav e got a 
man wh o can functi on n ormally in soc1 ety . He Ulay need sooe 
training ; he may coce here al r6ady train ed . And then wh3t y ou 
need i s some mesns by which h e can get t o hi s pl.ec c of 
emp l ("'lyment and back . Thu S, we provide sp ecially equipp t-d car s , 
thr ough v ariou s ki nds of progre.ms we wer e able t o h elp 
literally thousands of p eople who otherwis e would n ot hav e b een 
abl e t o functi on, t o live anything r c:sembling a n ormal lif e . 

Now, all of this bas added up t n a very , very i mpr esSiv e 
progrem, Out of th e 1, 200, 000 i mmigr ant s wb o bav e c ome t o 
I srael Since th e creati on of th e stat e , one (lut of fiv e, or 
250 , 0 00, hav e r eceived some kind of h elp fr om this, y our program 
in I srael . 

Now, thi S all would b e a very pleasant rep ort if I coul d say
that we are at th e end , or were beginning t o see the end, but I 
ae a frai d th:lt i s n ot t h e case. 

We m ow in advenc e the a r ms of th e wor ld frnID whi ch our 
futur e cli ent s ar e goi ng t o come. J!:r.rery time a J e.'Yi sh ccmmunity 
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i s liquidat ed , yru fin~ some of th e wor st kinds of cases those 
r equiring v ery special servic es . l moedi utely a ft er th e Six Day 
War , the r eneins of the J eRlsh Coullunity of Libya fl ed t o Isr3el. 
Th e l a r gest nUJllb er of Lib:>a n J ellS had cooe h er e in 1949 and 1950 . 
Those wh o ceme here l a st wer e seDe f airly well t o do p e:;ple , 
Som e v ery poor pee-pIe, and some v ery, v ery sever ely si ck p E:!0ple . 
Famili es i n which th er e was only one person -- thi s w~s a 
f airly typi cal pa ttern -- who could be cared f or i n the s stting 
whi ch they kn ell about . They could bire f airly inexpensive meid 
SErvic e t o l ook l';.ft er an ol d and Sick or par alyz ed member of 
the f amily . Aft er the Six De.y War, the Arabs in Libya went 
hunting f or J ewish throats, and J ews had t o l eav e i mmediately . 
Th e Libyan Gover nment h elp ed J ews t o get (:ut by a rranging f or 
plane transportati ('ln . Th ey cam€! -to Raoe wher e JDC had t o car e 
f or th em . Most of thos e p eople , especi ally th e most di fficulit 
cases came here . Here i s wher e th e doC'rs wer e open f or th an .. 

Just a f ew mcmt bs ago y eu may have nctic ed an article i n the 
N", York Times which sa.i d t hat th e Egyptians were goi ng t o 
p ermit a.bout 100 J ews t o loev e . It di dn ' t say wher e they wer e 
gOing , a n d it didn ' t say anything about the condition of th ose 
Jews . Well , I went t o tell y nu that f crty ag(;~ and Sick pe r sons 
have c ome out o f Egypt . We can't wr i t e about it beca.u se we a r e 
a f rai d tha t i f we do -- and if we t"lk "bClUt fr m where most ~f 
th em hav e c ome -- the Egypti"ns in k eeping their h ostages in 
their desir o t o hav e snme kind of bstitut c victory over the 
J Em s will not pemi t them to leave . I ~ sure that Y0U ar e 
awar e of th e f act that t!lcr e a r Oe only :..bout 1 , 000 J ews l eft in 
Egypt . About 250 were arrested at t he twe of the Six Day 
War and have not b een r elEased . Th ey r e kept un:I e r terrible 
conditi ons . Th e Egyptians permitt ed only 23 J",s -- all aged 
and sick t o come out o f the one a.ged bome left in Cai r o - - a 
home whicb it I s difficult t o k now how it continues to op erat e , 
sinc e ther e are no r esponsibl e Dembers of th e COIDLlUnity able t o 
do a?l.ything about it . There are a handful of people who ar e 
l ook i ng a ft er it . We a r e not legally •. llowed to send an y 
money in t o b elp tbED , and it t S a t errible s ituation . Well, 
23 of t h ose people of the 40 wh o cooc out hav e come h er e , and 
I jus t want t o read t o you t hree cases to indicat e who we g et 
when a community i s b eing liquidat ed . 

Case No . 1 -- stroke victim -- he's chairfs st - r equir e s 
h elp in washing , d r essing a nd in t oilet . 

Case No . 2 - had been in a oental hospital o.nd then sent 
t o th e Heliopoli s agee home f or th e !!lost difficult c onfused 
ment al cases . Be was plac ed in a Mnlbel nurSi ng h ome. 

The 3rd caSe - an aged couple , aged 74 and 7 2 , 1i"ntil 19~6 
h e was a suec essful businessman but l ost everything aft er the 
Sina i Campaign . Both hav e a l ong Ii st of chroni C di seases 
and were plac ed i n a nursing unit . Th e wife has Sinc e di ec. . 

It I S inter esting that at th e "Ror:le airp ort I when thes e cas es 
came in with th e h elp of th e Int ernati onal l1 ed Cross in Egypt, 
th Ey wer e known as th e J oint Ca ses , the Malb en cases . P eople 
ar ou nd th e Birp nrt said , ItWb er e diU all th e hea lthy ones go? 
I s thi s th e kind of immigrati on weare r ee ei. ving? /I You can 
under stand it fr om the Israeli point of view , This is the 
critical p oint that must be underst ood , that i n or der t o under 
stand I sreel ' s medi caJ. and social probl a:J , why ar e they 
differ t.nt fr OIil nthers. 
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Ther E: ar e P. nU!i&ber of r eg.sons , but thi s i s th e basic nne . 
There WEre 65° 6000 J ews in I sr ael when th e stat e was cr eat ed . 
Sinc e th en l r 4 0 , 000 J oos hav e c ome in . Now if those 
1 , 400 , 000 J ews wer e car efully select ed , it would hav e been 
difficult moug!l in thi s klnd of s etting , f or on e J ew to 
t ak e care of t wo n e.'JC00er s and t o help th e::m come in . 

Let me giv e y nu SOI:J.e examples t (\ enable y ou t (' c omp"l.r e 
what thi s means , 

Au stra lia has a popu l ati on (If over 10, 000 , 000, e contin ent 
whi ch has a marv elous s et up, c limat e , natural r esourc es , a 
l ong p eri od ('I f devel cpment, lc.t;s of capital inv estment - 
everything y ou c an· ""'gin E; -- no ma j or security prob l em s .. · 
A.ustralia i s very eager t o g et whit e populati on , but they 
r estrict th E: numuer of peopl e that they wi ll t ake int o the 
country t o a maximum of lOO , O~ persons a y ear, becau se t hey 
say tlI ey simply c annot absorb ilny more than that . 

If you have high blood pres rur e you won 't b et a vi sa t o 
Australi a . I know a case of a can who was 4 ' 11 11 t a ll , one of 
our r efugees , who was r ej ect ed f or t hat r eason a l one . That' s 
how carefully th e people a r e elected . 

7ihen th e J ews had t o fl ee fr om van s countri es , we f ound 
ours elves with 100,000 J ews i n r efugee (DP) camps i l!lI!ledi at e1y 
aft er th e Sec ond " or l d ;lar . Then c ame th e progr om i n Poland , 
and Wb had th e mass outn ow of that pitiful r emn::mt of Poli sh 
J ews , 300, 000 came out in 1946 . I n 1947 c"",e th e Ru!ll?.ni an 
JBV S. In 1 949 car_e t he Bunga ri'''' J ews . The Y "nit e J ewiSh 
p opulati on of 40 , 000 came out i n 1949- 50. 140 , 000 Iraqi J ews 
had t o b e brought in here within a mat ter of four months in 
1951. Then 1956 , ith the Egyptl ~.ns and the Hungarians 
c oming h er e . 

Thi s has be"" the p att r,m . Th e door !le.s been open . No 
sel ectivity . No questi on whether an ieJ"'i g rant c vuila . support 
himself . Ther e wasn ' t any sel Ectivity p OSSibl e , or d CEi rabl e ~ 
Wh en the J evs of Mor occo had t o l eav e Mor occo , those who had 
a c ertain l €Vel of educ at ion , who spok e Fr ench , could go t o 
Fran ce. Or t .hty could go t o Canada . They could go t o the 
United stat es . They could me the rigid r<quir ED ent s of 
thos e countri €S . ThOSE who had less educati CI'l , thos e who wer e 
Sick , those who had a. manber of the f aoi ly who was blind , 
f eeblaninded , or bad oent al i l lness -- th ese c ould only go to 
Israel . 

Whm the J {;YlS of oth er c ountri es had t o fl ee f or th eir liv es, 
we i n th e Unit ed st at es t ook 60 , 000 carefully selo-ct ed , healtby 
y oung able- bodi ed . Our six mi llion Ameri can J ews with our 
c ommuniti es in good shape, wer e able t o int egr at e th an with 
industry and with j obs ev erywher€. , lIe were p.ble t o t ak e 
60, 000 able-b od i ed people . That i s Wb3t s i x million did f or 
60 , 000 . Tha t i s one per bundred able-b odieC , ca refully 
select ed . 

Th e I sraeliS had t o absorb every one , unselect ed . Now , ar e 
we b eginning -t o s&e th e light [It th e end of the tunn el? 

W, p kn ow where our next ones ar e c oming fr om . Th er e are in 
Mor occ o sooe 60 , 00 0 J ~s l e ft , They will c o:ne th e next t ime 
Arab cobs go f or J ewi sh throat s . 
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Those with some d egr EE. of e..iucati on may succeed in getting 
t o Franc e . Th e a.gEd ftnd sick wi ll coru e t o I s r ael . Th e l ess 
e?ucat ef ar e n ot a prob l em becau se t hey can be educated . Th e 
b1g p r oblem i s th e aGed and t he Sick . 

Th e I s r aeli s don 't " orry a bout th e illit erat es, and t hey 
c ert ai~ly don ' t wor r y nbout t he y oung p eopl e , n o matt er VJh e.t 
c onditi on t hey a r e in . Th ey t ake car e of tb eo am mak e 
u seful citizens out of th e~ . But t hi S i s fln atC' au s probl an , 
a.nd we are going t o ha v e it . 

What ab out t he J E;wi eh c ommu nity of Rumani a? Th E: door s t o 
exi t hav e virtua lly been closed SinC E thE Six Day \7ar . They 
are going t o open thnse door s . Th er e a r E: 100 , 000 J ews in 
Rumani a , 55% of th an nv or th ( a ge o f 50 . 

Th e JDe i s t oday h elping i n thiS on e c ountry in F..ast ern 
Eur ope in which we a r e able t o v!Ork l Egal ly . ~e a r e providing 
a i d t o 5, 000 of the n eedi est aged a nd s i ck persons i n Rumani a .. 
When th e door open s , th ey will c ooe h£r e in large nuobers and 
we a r e going t o ha v e t o deal with that pr('lbl f.i:L . 

Ther e was .a UJ;~ mi ssion th -t went t o Rumania in Oct ober . 
Tbey i nsi st that tb e JDC b"d t o spend a t l eaEt one milli on 
doll ars mor e t o dt..81 with the needs of Ru.r!lanian J E'\','5. 

'lc still h - v e a r esidua l c OIntlunity of about l e , OOO J e.ws 
in Tunisi ~ . Th e next tin e th ere i s an oth Er l1~SS tt a ck aga ins t 
th e J C.W3 , the J (!II wi ll finnlly I _v c . ,[b f::n th e J ews dn fl ee, 
t en thousand of th em or 2 , 000 of th a. will t':o t o Fr9.nc:e, maybE. 
6 , 000 will c ome h er e , 'lll.d of tb os £ 6 , 000 e l a r 6€ n ber a r e 
t oday r eceiving assistanc e i n Tuni Si a because th ey a r e 
u nemployabl e . Thi s i s th e k ind of probl EO t hflt we r " ce . 

Ther e i s an aspect of th e probl Em in I s r ael whi ch we have 
not b een "ble t o touch . M"lben can only t ak e peopl e wh o hav £ 
lived in th e country f nr fiv e y car s or 1 s . Let older , aged 
r esident s apply and we can do nnthing f or th ff:J . 

it day does not go by that I IC n~t app r oach ed by somebody , 
a lth ough we tek c cBSes only through the l oca l elfor e offic es 
or the J sw i sh Agency . Let 0 Giv e y ou an examp le that wa s 
p r essed on me just y est erday , :. Rumanian f amily came h er e 1 2 
y ear s ago . Th e man is a work er . He earn s 3.bout It 70 ' a month .. 
His Wife t ak es c a r e of th e h . se . Th(.y hav e? young son wh o is 
a sci enc e student at t he Univ ersity . They ha v e O-n ol d mother . 
Th e moth er i s 82 and is c onfu sed. end r equir es dal ly help . She 
i s n ot a ment a l case . :Ji th th e sh ortage of mental hospi t a l s in 
I s r ael sh e i s n ot eligib l e f or t hat . She i s not elig i b l e f or a 
Mal bw in st ituti on . But sh e i s d(st r oyins t h e life i n that 
family . Th e student can 't work a t h ome .. HE' ha s t o do all of 
hi s work out si c.e th e h nuse. Th e falDily ' s i nc ome is so liQit ed 
that tb ~r can' t care for th e old l ady . They can I t buy t hese 
selVi ces b ecau se th e f(Nl priva t e f ecili ti es that a r e aVf'il-
able would c ost much more t han his t ot&l monthly earnings , and 
thi S i s destroyi ng th e.. life of the f ami ly . 

A more graphi c examp l e i s one the.t I had j·, st a f fNI wc'ek s 
ago of a moth er and a daugbt er wh o h ad liv ed t o[sther . They 
bad com.e h er e in 1935 , and the daught er i s e schonl t eacher . 
Th e mot her was k eepinb h ou se .. Everything was r eason['bly 
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n orma l and sati sf act ory . Then the moth er h ad a stroke. Sh e i s 
now t ot ally bed ridden and r equir es somebody to take ca.:-e of b er t 
Where? Th e daught er' s earnings are about 11 600 per month . 
There is no plac e t o put th e mother . There ar e v ery few bods 
available . Th er e a r e only ~bout 300 beds in th e country except 
f or Malben . ,Ie h av e 1 , 200 beds f or t hat typ e of ca se . But 
t here a re only 300 oth er beds i n the whole cou nt ry f or such 
cases . Many nurSing homes c ost much mor e than her t otal 
earnings. 

So she had t o quit h er j ob as a school t each er t o t ak e car e 
of h er moth er . We need in th e country at l e.~st 5 , 000 new beds 
f or the agE:.d . Our IIlost ambitiou s plan i5 t o construct an 
additi onal 1 , 000 berls in th e cour se of th e next f iv e y ear s . 71e 
will sti ll be sh ort 4 , 000 beds 

Th ere wi l l come a time , and I think tve:rybody i s c onvinced of 
thi s , when th e Russi ans will open th e door s . The Jews all ar ound 
th e world ar e putting a gr s&t deal of pressure on the Rus sian s , 
demnndinB/ correctly e nd justifiably th ·.t they sh ould "l et our 
peopl e bO ' -- th ose wbo want t o do so . 

We e r e pressing the Russif1.ns to let the J £ws out J but I wa:t\t 
t o t ell y ou thElt if we don 't do e. l ot mor e about the soci a l 
services in th£ c ountryt th e RuSSian JellS when they e r e g iven 
th e chance , will be fore eO -- because conditi ons wil l not be 
good mnugh -- not t o take th e opportuni ty, '3.nd we will have 
f ai lEd . 

I just want to giv e you some indicati on of so",e of the 
social prcblans here in a brief figur e . The aVErage W:lge in 
Israel is 587 pounds a month . That' s $175. I don 't know 
whether your sch P."ule has permitted y to get around enough t o 
see what th e price structure i$ here , but y ou can It liv e and 
hav e anything left over on 587 pounds a month, if you have t o 
supp ort th e aver age f p.mily of 1'our . On(> out of every four unit s 
i n I srael has an i ncome of IL 300 or less . These Brc most l:y 
f amili es in which there. i s no mployable menber . If there 1 S a.n 
anp l oyable oeober , he will get i nto th o group of the 11 587 per 
month . That is one cut of four , :1.nd that is an astounding 
fi gure .. 

Whet can this country a fford if you neeo asSistance? Thirty
fiv e pounds per c"'pita per month . That is $10 pEr month . That 
means th'lt a fB::lily of f our hRs to live on $40 per cont h , a nd if 
y ou are gett ing t o t he ripe old age of 65 f or a penSion , and you 
qualify f or a pension in th e c ountry, y ou get, if y ou are a 
single person , 68 pmmds per month . Th2t i s a littlE less tha"l 
$ 20 . 

If y ou have a v ery speci al problen , a v ery special need , and 
you have absolutely no i nc ome fr om other sources , y ou get a 
littl e more, You g et $30 if you a re a single person a nd $43 f or 
a couple . 843 per month ! .ind it is not because th e I sraeli s 
ar e not conscious of the problans, or unwilling t o do somethin.g 
about th e probl ems . It i s bEcau se th ere is no alt erna.tiv e t o 
doi ng something about it . 

Let me read a report of a ne:i ghborho("ld . This was done by 
thr ee very compet ent soci nlrgi st s and SOcial workers . Fifty 
per cent of the populati on of this n€d..ghborho('1d are on 
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aSSi~R?c e ?r work r eli ef . Many f arni11tS of 8 <:!rid 10 persons 
ar ~ l~v~ng l.n. 2 r ooms,. There is 2. seri ous truancy Tat e among 
chldren, nohceable at first at th e third gr ade, and by th e 
~X~h g~ade , I?8ny or even mo st of th e childrm a. r e bopel ~ssJ.y 
behlnd ln thelr studies . Of 49 children wh o fini sh ,c! th e 8th 
g r ade in 1964 , only 17 went on . .~nd only f our fini sben 
secondary school out of 49 . Nineteen p er c ent of th e y outh 
between 14 and 18 had some kind of a police rec ord . .h v ery 
l ow percentage of th e y outh in thiS a r ea managed t o a cquire a 
skill . 

Thi s i 5 n ot 7la t"t s in Los .\ngel es . It i s not Hough in 
Clevela nd , It is not th e Hill di strict of Pittsburgh , which 
I kno.~ so well . It is n ot Ha rl em , It i s Mu ssrar~ in 
J erusalan and it i s a. dir e.ct r esult of th e f act tha t I s r a el bes 
bad t o 2.bsorb thi s enor mou s number of people . 

Now all of th ese problems hav e t o b e dealt with . You can 
i gnore soci al p r obl ems t o co certain e:>: tent . If the Jew s of 
Russi a and rrth er opprecsErl J ews a r e t o be saved , and if the two 
and a half milli on J ews h ere ar c: t o be given th e char. ce t o 
survive, the ;~Cl:ei'ican J cwi Eh com:r:.unity i s going t o have t o car ry 
much of the burden of I srael ' 5 8('cial n eed s . 

Q. "hat st eps f'. r e being t aken t C' i nduc e . :ll.jIl"~nt s t o come 
t o I sr ael rath er than goi ng t o oth er c ountri es? 

A. Let me describe th e p r ncedure the.t happms i n Vienna 
wher e Jew s who a r e cCUling (\ut C"f P ol and and Cz echoslnvnkia cone . 

We don ' t p..1oli cize thi s . . J ewi sh )..gelcy eprescnt a tiv E Sit s 
in the JDC and the HI AS office . Hr:.S a ctually hAndl e s i IIll!ligr a 
ti ons t o ~ll countries ot her than I srael . A J ewish Agency 
r epresentativ e ceet s th em on first arrIval , and be pres ent s th p. 
pictur e of I s r aEl and wha t posSibi liti es are a vnil"ble t o th em . 
That i s a ruu oh more effective way then the way JDC could do it . 
JDC has t o prot Ect it s po Si. tion in order t o en ~ble it t o wor k 
in Arab CCU'ltri Cs . We Pore still working direct ly in Mor ecc o 
a nd Tuni s . 1.7e e. r e wnrkine in Ircn which i s a Mosl£w count ry , 
though n ot 2l11~ rab COIDltry. 7{e Mve t o work i n Ru.r:lania still . 
Thtse a r e al l a r eas where. it i s of tremendou s i oport anc e that 
th &~ JD C ' s p ositi<l"l as ';\ pure Je.oli sh aSSistance agency with n o 
kind of propagandi stic aspect . 

Q. How well ~ s t he I'C t.J..b-el pro~rao d C"linv in I -sr a:el? 

A ~ ':1e tak e care of age:l ca ses at an a st oundingly l ow c ost . 
It only c ost s u s an av er age of aboutS150 f or nur s ick and well 
a ged, per mo nt h . That is a l ow c ost of c a.r e a nd inClu des the 
most s ev- er e nur~ ing ca ses . That is 51, 800 per y ear . The 
average stay in our Malben i nstituti ons i s 10 y ear s . 

Ea ch person admitt E:d means t hat y ou a r e c ommitt ed t o an 
S18 , 00 0 exp en se . That i s why we n eed a l ot of money , as y ou 
know fr om y our own coIilI!IW1i ti es . 
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CONFIDEilTIAL - NOT TO BE PUB LI SHID OR PRINT ill I N AN Y FORM _ 
Nor TO BY- DI STllIBUTID TO kNY mr EL"E _ FOR YOOR H,\Jm~ ON LY . 

Z;TI,IG CHINITZ , RF,5IDINT REPRJ:SlNT, TIV T' IN I SRA EL 

FOR THr.\J,lITl1J I bRA EL '.PP J'.AL 

ADDRE~ 'G M:J>lBERS OF TH:; UlII T;D JE"I SH APP EAL ' S 

"OP ;.RATI CN I SRAEL I I 

TEL AVIV , DECEllBER 7, 1968 

Frankly speaking , we are confronted with a paradox . The 
I sraeli economy i s i mprovi ng , i s r i sing . Our peopl e r ead the 
Press . I 001 sure y ou hev e been reading the Jerusa l em Post all 
week . And so the question i s often asked":. Iilhy ema-geney in the 
f ace of a r elatively prospering I sraeli economy? 

You kn ow tbe a n swer . You were a t t b e Canal. You were at tbe 
ElIiek Beit Shean , and at t be Golan Height s . '" e can ' t crunt on 
tbe El Fatab to maintain tbe campaign at very bit,b tanpo a ll 
year . We hope that the Israeli economy will cont inu e t o thr ive . 
That question will have to be confronted h ead on .the n eed f or 
th e gift dolla r i n tb e fac e of a prospEring I sraeli econ omy . I 
want to confr ont it beod on and try to answer it in a thumbnail 
sk etch of t he Si tuat ion \"! ithout bscOOling an a nateur economist . 

To put it very blunt ly, bu Siness bere in I s rael i O f Ood . 
But tbe Govornment i s b r oke . Tb at i s the t ruth . On Wednesday I 
b ad a meeting wi th the Deputy Director of the Budg et ; I asked 
bi m frank ly : What doe s Israel expect through tbe J Eol'l i sh Agency, 
t be r eci pi ent of worl d Jewish philanthr opic giving? "'bat does 
I s rael expect in 1969 in order to make end E: meet? I can give it 
t o you line by line: for b ealt b 17 million dollar s ; for secondary 
educati on, 11 mil l ion dol l ar s ; for high educati on, 69 milli on 
dollars; f or hOuSi ng 117 milli on doll ar s ; for agricultura l 
s ettl eme1t s , 49 millioll dollars ; for welfar e, 32 milli on d ol l ar s ; 
f or a tota l of :!Ol mil li on dollars .. Thi s i s what r s:rael needs 
from tbe J ewi sh '\g enc:y based on the gift dollar from t be United 
Stat es , and the otber 54 countries of th e Ker en Hayesed through
out tbe world . 

To thi s figure muet be added 30 milli on dolla r s f or 
i mmi grati on , anticipated betw een 30 and 40 thou sand . Al so add ed 
about 4 milli on for Youth Aliyab. Tbi s mak es a g"and tot a l of 
335 milli on doll ar s . 

Thi s i s what I srael need s to mai nt ain it s infrast ru ctur e of 
soci al servic es in the r ealm of h ealth, Educati on , welfare, 
hou s i ng , i L1l3.!i gration , initial abs orption and Youth :\ liyah . 

Now you may read that the situati on continues t o i mprov e on 
vhe bome frc-nt , thu s netting i ncreas ed t ax i ncao e to the 
nati onal Government . That ' s true . You have al so h eard about 
th e h erculean tasks facing t he Defence Mi ni stry . I was with 
you wben tbe Pri me Mi nister stated tbat 40)1, or more of tbe 
total budget goes f or de f ence . You can look at i t anoth er 
way __ 20% of the gro s s nat i onal product goes to defenc e . In 

- I -



th e U. S. with 500, oeo s old i ers in Vi et Nam , defence tak es 
betw een 9 . 2 and 10>;; of g ross national produ ct . I n Israel it ' s 
a t l east 20;1 of the gross national product for defenc e . If 
th ere i s an increase of t aY :","V enue for the Gov ernm81t, and 7'J% 
or so goes f or defence , th e remainder goe£'. for h ealth servi ce , 
education a nd social servic e that 'fie ('annat cover for legal 
and technical r easons . 

And so I mai ntai n that worl d J enry has t o g et back to 
June , 1967 lev el where we did a f ant ast i c job , wh ere i n Jun e , 
July and '\ugust , 1967 in t hree month s , world J ewry p oured 
into t h e J ewi sh Agency 37'7a of wha t we did i n the previ ous 
ei ghteen and one-half year s . ThiS r e flec t s acapa .... ity on the 
part of world Jewry . The chall :? ng e i s t o demonstrate that 
1969 mean s not emergency l evel of 1968 , but bac k to tb e level 
of J une , 1967 , becau se there i s n o a l ternat iv e . 

You may say that i f th e ec onomy i s r i sing in I sr ael? why 
don ' t y ou in crea~e income taxes . It ' s a l ogical quest~on . 
Obvious l y , you can't raise any revenue from the lCM paid 
family head s earning 500 or 600 pounds a month who j ust manage 
for the baSi c nec esSities . A Civil servunt earning a v ery 
good sal a ry of IL 1, 220 a month , 350 a month -- ha s a take
home pay of 227 . Thi s i s after you deduc:t i ncome tax 
property t ax , oci a l tax, defE!'l.ce loan s , health paymerrt.s, and 
national insuranc e . Bi s bo ss \"h o i s in the t op l~ or 5% earn s 
IL 1,500 a month , 5430 . His t ake home pay i " £258 a mooth . 

It i s unconsciable t o t a lk about inc r easing i ncome t a xes on 
the so- call ed upper level of I srael ' s e COl'lomy . We shou l d kn ow 
that fNeryone i n t hat bracket ha s to spend appr oxi mat ely 
$300 a year or IL 1, 050 a y<:ar , for th e high s chool eduration 
o f hi s son or daught er . So you Ca'l ' t i ncr ease t axes . 

You mi ght say let t he I !..raeli Governme:nt borrow more money . 
The d ebt of the I s rael Government i s aver a bi lli on dollar s . 
Th e debt of the Jewi sh Agmcy i s 300 million dOllars . So 
th ere are l imit s to the borrO\")ing capacity of the I sraeli 
Government. To ask David Horo.'l it z , Governor of th e Bank of 
I sra e l, t o print mor e money is t o s et in motion an infl ati onary 
cycle . That would nullify all the ec onomic ach i fNem ent s o f the 
past t welv e months. So , you can't increas e t axes . You can ' t 
print mor e money . You can ' t borrow any mor e hard curr ency . 
You can't a sk I ~rael t o decrease the Defmce Budget . 

Normal life cont i nu es in thi S country only b ecau s e there are 
men with th e proper t ools a l ong the border s , and i n and around 
th e ci t i es, a s Commander Rosolio exp l a i ned to u s , who maintain 
security along the lines , and keep a t op lev el security insi de 
the citi es, wit h occaSional mi maps . 

No American , cert ai nly no Jew out si de I srael, wi l l e:ugg est 
to th e I sraeli s that t hey decrease the Defenc e Budget which i s 
eat ing up between 70 and 8D:' of th e t axes . 

Th e only other a lt er nativ e i s t o d ecrease the s ocial 
servic es . That would be t oo precariou ~ for t wo r eason s . First , 
it aff ect s the security of I srael. l7hen you decr ease educational 
s ervic es i n I :=- r ael; it i. f: a qu est ion of physi r.al surviva l . 
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One of the ba si c di ffecnc es between the av erage I srael i 
s oldi er and the av erage Arab soldier was that the I s raeli 
soldi er cou l d hand l e and mani pu l ate scphi!'t i cat ed equipment 
on the batt l efi eld . The Arab sol di er by and large ha on 't 
l earned hO\v to mano euv er wi th equ i pment , how t o do three or 
four or f ive operati ons s i multaneol1sl y . To g iv e a c("Immend and 
t ake a command , and coordinat e and ai m and dir ect , it' ~ a little 
bit beyond h i.n . 

That d oesn It ~art when you ar e i n the army . That Rtart s 
when you are in kind erg art en , and g rad e sch oo l, and v ocat i or al 
Sch ool and high school . Go when Ylf? talk about the pOSSibility 
of decreaSing th e lev el of aiucat i onal servic es , we are asking 
I srael t o i ,nperil it s v ery surviva l capacity . 

There are over 300, 000 people wh o ar e und er- hou s ed . ;'i th 
all the money , i f Vie rai s e th e 300 , 0; 0 , 000 dol l ars , they n ee r" 
300 additi ona l beds t o keep up wi th the popul ation increa:;, e - 
and only Some 200 are going t o be built. Three muni c ipal 
hospi t a l s and t wo mental ho spital !: ar e approv ed and pl an s exi st . 
But they har e to be cancelled for 1969 . You heard of the l evel 
of social welfa r e payments , I L 35 per month, $10 . Can y ou 
decrea s e that any more? If you t ak e all the cat egori ef" of 
welfare , you come to a tot a l tha t 10 . 5J' of t he p opulation i s 
living on p overty level~ . They ne thirty milhon dolla r s t o 
overhaul the wel fare program . 

Thi s i s the dia en3ion of th e emergency that many J f!lIS al l 
over the worl d have to gra~ 18 month s after the end of the 
Si x Day <;a r . -orld J",.ry has t o should er the burden o f the 
soci al servi ce need s of I srael, and help education , wel fare 
and houSi ng . We have got to get back to th e l evel !. of June, 
1967 i n Si vi ng . 

It i s my duty a s resident repr e sentative of th e Uni t ed 
I srael appeal , \"Ihi~h receives 273 of the fund " of the regular 
UJA campai gn of the Unit ed Stat.~s , ,·,ith 1/3 going t o the JDC, 
and a Slight ly small proporticrt ,'·to iII A~ , but we g et 100il of the 
Emer g ency Fund . 

Though we handl e i mmi grati on cost s , we do not spend one 
cent of UJA money on th e i omi gration of J ewr:from English 
speaki ng countries who happm t o be , relatively sp eaking , 
afflu ent countri es . 

No contribution t o a l ocal federation which ' ees it s way 
to UJ A, to th e Unit ed I s r ael Appeal (and we decide \Vb ere the 
money g o es, and th e J ewi sh ~gency i s OUT a gent ) i s u s ed for 
transmig rati on of American or Zrlg li sh Jew s , becau s e that i s 
sort of an id eol ogical Situation - not a hard ship or a needy, 
or fl eeing fr om opp:es si on . I am here t o pr otect the tax 
deduct ability stat u s of t he UJA gift , or of th e l "cal Feder a 
tion g ift. We can"ot spend any of th e mon ey on el enent ary 
edu cation i n I s rael becau se i t i s a E:tatut e . 

We can 't t ake the place of a gov ernment . It i s non
government admini stered . It i s admini st ered by th e J ew ish 
Agency , the money that UJ A. goes for . It i s i n5i de th e g r een 
line - th e June 5th, 1967 boundries . The Unit ed states won't 
p ermit i ts t ax deduct abl e dollars t o b ec ome involv ed. i n what 
i s to t hi S day , i n th e eye s of America , a political prob l em . 

Th e J ewi sh Agen cy has other sources of i ncome th at it 
uses for transnigrat i m of £hgli sh speaking J €'viiS coming here. 
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