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Wednesday, }Jecember 4 -qﬂ

Left New York in terrible snowstorm - awful trip - landed Lyons - late - train to
Paris - saw Jordan - slept Prince de Galles - 4 hours.

Friday, December 6

very early train to Brussels - Lot to Warsaw - 27 hours late - confusion - Katz
went to field three times. Haber went to Wroclaw.
Dinner with K. and Netehen pNefzer

Big argument between Verband and Joint on 3 counts:

1. Verband wants Joint to office in their building Novogrodski 5. This is for their
credit standing with the Jews and with the government. This would be very bad.

2. Verband wants Joint to spend money on investments in constructive enterprises, i.e.
cooperatives, and not on social welfare assistance. This is ridiculous. Compromise
may be reached on 10% for coops.

3. Verband wants Joint director to be under them and makes harrassment, even to
extent of not letting Habers visa be renewed.

Haber very strong in opposition to them, and says no money will come in if Joint
cannot have independence. He must be supported in this power struggle.

Pop. - 30 to 33,000 "old"

Polish Jews; 10,000 repatriates.
Negotiations just completed for foreign currency payments for travel from Polish

border to ports.

"

Aliyah 1958 is expected to be half of "old" Poles, if present situation politcially

continues and does not get worse.

Also may be expected 5-7,000 repats, ''invalids", some of whom are very bad,
amputees, etc. but 3/4 of whom are arbertsfahig.

Repats coming from Russia at rate of 500 per month, but it is expected that
10-15,000 will come during 1958.

Unofficial understanding that repats will be able to leave in 1959. 3 "old"
Poles will leave during 1958 - balance will probably remain because they are
hard-core communists, psychologically broken and unable to start new life,
compromised Jewishly during war (Kapos, etc), mixed marriages, in professions
which cannot be suited to Israel, etc.

N. says there may be many more Marranos than suspected - possibly 10,000.

After dinner, drove with K. through Warsaw. Terribly depressing. Much
destrliction - broad streets where rubble cleaned and no rebuilding - huge areas
vacant - no lights, people or vehicles - feeling of dead city. Vast 40-story
Palace of Culture (Russian built). Gloomy, gruesome - Ghetto

Nalewki Allee disappears into new building blocks. New street Nowotki cut through
parallel to it, 3 meters higher than surrounding territory because built on Ghetto
rubble. I remember Ghetto area as vast plain, empty, all bricks = only church
steeple rising above plateau of destruction. Today many new 5 & 6 story blocks
built in ghetto area.
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Monument being surrounded by new buildings, and soon will be swallowed up. They all
will be forgotten of what the ghetto meant and was.

cityd
Bristol Hotel, ei—‘sges best, is old, dark, forced attempt at lights and music in dining
room. Room was little cell with primitive furniture - table, 2 chairs, bed, one light.

Talked with Haber by phone in Wroclaw - make arrangements to meet in Lodz tomorrow.
Will go by early train.

7 December

Train to Lodz - long talk with lady in compartment - She director in Theatre,

profession, radio, etc. Aunt and uncle in Tel Aviv for 35 years - Hashomer Hatzamw (friends ¥
of Ben To¥) - she went to visit them last year. They wanted her to stay, cried when

she wouldn't but understand her desire to go "home". Poland is her home. She asked
Saltzman why he didn't leave Cleveland for Israel. She was born herg suffered here -

"one is bound by bitter as well as sweet''. Afriend went to Montreal in 1936, tried to
persuade her to come - she refused, and is certain that while he is better off materially,
she is happier spiritually = Poland. She knows many Polish Jews went to Israel, but she

is staying to help build Polish cultural life, She "feels" herself to be Polish. Perfect
example of the "other half" who won't go.

Haber - 4 rec eption centers in Poland where repatriates come direct from Russia. Gov't
gives them inifial grant of 300 zl. and keep them in centers from one month to 3. Then
sends them to places where there are other Jews and where there is room. The transfer
is done by the government. When the families get to the town which they are assigned,
they begin to scratch around to find living quarters. They go to the Joint Distribution
Committee and get up to 5,000 zl per family for beds, table or whatever they need to
make liveable whatever space they can find. The help of the Joint is indispensable,
because the Jews can be flexible and try to move from town to town searching a dwelling.

As for jobs, the terribly important thing is retaining people who have been wandering
for 15-16 years; and training the young. This is ORT, and Joint is prepared to grant
a stipend to families whose breadwinner is retraining.

Lodz-- old folk's home - 70 people - horrible, cripples, mongoloids, club foot, dwarfs,
bed-ridden - many there as long as five years - no hope- most fantastic collection

of different social cases - all crying, begging to be taken to Israel - "don't let

me die in Poland”. One little lady, Mrs. Finder with Auschwitz number on arm.

Community house - great courtyard, with all religious facilities - Talmud Torah,
Mikveh, shul, schochet, etc. Kitchen for 125 people - only hot meal they get is
there. Boxes of 4 families piled in courtyard going to Israel. Most of house now
inhabited by Gentiles - sad.
U
Pertrocke
Was a‘h:arppd for snapping picture on shabbos.

Children here knew something about Channukah

8 December - Auschwitz

)story of brick-layer - I did not come to Poland to lay bricks, I will go to Israel
and lay bricks, and till then I will not work. I will not let them build a country
on our backs.)

Fishgrund himself admist that 90% of the repatriates come in with the only avowed
purpose of going on to Israel.

Most repatriates want to work while they are waiting. They know they have a year or
so, and don't want to live on charity. There is a big discussion about providing
them with enough small capital for forming working cooperatives so that they can

earn at least something. 3/
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Visit to Oswiecin and Birkenau - nothing to write - overcome with horror ----

far away corner of Poland

back barracks for 40-50,000 at one time
over 4 million gassed and cremated there
. exhibit is tlmrough:

=W

symbolic urn

. maps and charts of two camps

model of crematorium

displays of human hair, eyeglasses, brushes, false limbs, suitcases

oo

5. one crematorium at Oswiecin had wreaths on ovens; carts on rollers
6. four crematoria at Birkenau destroyed by Germans as Russians advanced
7. barracks at Berkenau were of DachaWl type - three shelves on tiers.

(Sam Jaffe got sick and cried and couldn't go on)

Wroclaw -- visit to eclub (maintained by Verband) Paktted full - mamy children -
whole atmosphere reminiscent of DP eax - crowd of people, anxious, future unknown;
huddled together for comfort; neyvous; susceptable to rumors; some complaining that
they don't receive the help intended for them, the committee keeps it and they
should get it direetly; pathetically eager to be reassured about Israel; aware of
bad letters but ignoring them; aware that it may be a year till they can leave, but
not really wanting to admit it to themselves; all want to go to Israel.

At supper, conversation with Fishgrund about future of Polish Jewry.
1. All repatriates will leave
2., Most of old settlers will leave
(They will not be deterred even by bad letters)
3. Some of old settlers will remain
a. invalides
b. assimilated
¢, fanatic communists.

This really gives very little future for a Polish ;ewish community. He compared
it with Bulgaria which has a remnant of 6,000 left.

(Later in discussion with Smolar and Sfard, they thought the Bulgarian yishav was
quite healthy)

Wroclaw=== slept in Hitlers room #18 in Hotel Monopol, with balcony

Visited school (kids in 10th class didn't know about Chanukah) 450 kids in Sholom
Aledchem school - problems with Russian, Polish, Yiddish - no common language.
Jewish history will be taught - canteen will open, so kids can stay an extra hour
and learn Hebrew. Kids come from all over city by special street car. Teachers
working hard, but some how did not feel Jewish spirit.

Suitcase cooperative - amateurish
Vsited Synagogue - big crowd gathered inside. All said they wanted to leave - old
shammas with boots and beard, warned against giving money to Verband - all spokef

against putting money in cooperatives.

K. on emigration

No one knows the exact number, probably another 20,000 Poles plus 10,000 repatriates
from the year 1958. To all intenQﬁLIhis will solve the problem.

Factors to continue:

a. border to port payments settled.
b. policy statement about full immigration (Polish Ambassador to Israel) &
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c¢. German family reunion continues
Voices are heard against continuation.

Counter-current (which may affect 1959) already beginning to set in. But let's not
worry about that at moment. Sl
6\.‘“

o A A0
If the movement continues, 1958 might see 20 and 10¥° 1

Repatriates cannot go, and yet actually by groups, of invalides, compassionate
cases, etc. 10 repats will go.

Permissible

Jews cannot live in the soil of Poland because they cannot put roots in this soil -
memories of Auschwitz and ghetto.

(don't use phrases - such as fleeing from slavery, because this reflects badly on
Polish government)

Jews must leave, because they cannot live as Jews - but we dare not put it in such

a way as will be dangerous.

1. don't attack Polish government for anti-semitism., This government tries to

stop it, but cannot.

2. don't speak of fleeing from slavery.

3. don't make any reference to fleeing from communism

4. don't quote numbers for 1958, but use known figures of 1957 (35,000) and stress
children, invalids, etc. Among future immigrants, number of social cases will increase,
because stronger and more agile have already left.

NO AD IN PAPER
FILM OK IN CLOSED MEETINGS

Line

In 1957 there were 35,000u;r0m Poland. We hope in 1958 there will be at least as many-—
nobody knows. But one thing we do know, all transportation must now be paid in hard
currency, for everyone Jew and non-Jew, to any country. This will cost us more - and
the number of Jews coming out may depend on us.

When people make applications to leave, they are asked to bring in tickets (border
to port) paid for in foreign currency.. The people will get these tickets. There
must be enough foreign currency available so that tickets can constantly be bought.'

December 9 - evening = dinner back in Warsaw
1. Haber 2. Jaffe 3. HAF 4 Saltman 5 Dr. Libo 6 Mrs. L. 7 Eng. Frankel 8. Dr. Heymann
9. Spanien (UHS) 10. K. came later.

Libo wants to leave for Israel, is having passport trouble, was requested to bring tickets
paid in division, is worried. K, later told me nothing to worry about. Libo gave me old

Torah shield from Lodz.

10 December - Warsaw

1. Professor Mark, Jewish Historical Institute - saw Ringelblum archives, canisters,
original papers. Mark worried about cemetery markers, other physical evidences,

going to ruin, wants film made., Mark, himself C.P, (formerly took semicha) privately
says Polish Yishuv is finished. Probably going himself to Israel. Historical institute
next to vacant lot on which Great Synagogue was destroyed.

2. Kehilla - to see Nozyk synagogue. Building badly bombed, part now being rebuilt
for ORT. Old Rabbi Petrocowitz (90) lives there. Frankel has a room. Kitchen feeds
150 daily. Synagogue pretty pathetic - top women's gallery closed off because too cold.

5/ .
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Full on R, H., Y, K. and every Yizkor. Otherwise barely a minyan on Shabbas morning.

3. Central Verband - Smolar and Sfard.
a. there will remain a yishuv
b. there will be a Jewish content to the program of the Verband in the schools
and clubs. (There are seven Jewish schools in Poland.)
c, they want contact with world Jewry and do not think they are imposing political
conditions when they write to the World Jewish Congress as they did.
d. they want the Joint to put money in cooperatives and private machines - not to
make beggars out of the people.
(They really talked the hard-boiled communist line-and I wouldn't trust them)

4, Ghetto - with Netzer - saw line of wall, entrance point, first fighting,
Umschlagplatz, momument, Juden_rat. Monument is on site of former Jewish police
HQ, in cellar of which was HQ of ZOB.

Ghetto all rebuilt, including area around momument, which will soon be completely
observed.

Total Itinerary

1. arived Friday, 6 December - evening with Katz and Netzer

2. Saturdan am - train to Lodz - to meet Haber, Jaffe, Fishgrund. Visited old folks
home, Libo. Slept Katowice.

3. Sunday am - to Auschwitz, then to Wroclaw, visited club, Sunday evening.

4. Monday am - Wroclaw school, Kehilla, cooperative, then to Warsaw.

5. Tuesday - Warsaw

Auschwitz - grotesque

Ghetto - scar

famous towns - empty

DP atmosphere
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not a single Jew will live in Egypt in three months

born Cairo - 3,4 generations born there

Hebron in Palestine many generations ago —?ﬂ\ (‘ _L./
juridically counted French P uwLe -
nationally Tunisian ’\,w ’("['z 1

rented house - arrived furn1tura
crushed stone plant

A

30 October - heard about invasion on radio-ran away for ten days to sister in suburbs came back
home 11 November police officer came at midnight - "sign here" this acknowledges that you must
stay at home, I stayed in ten days - servant went out to buy food.

They heard radio that all Tunisians (and French) are allowed to leave house. Was owner of plant
with father and brother-in-law.

Upon being allowed out of house, November 21 went Police - who said that they must leave
country in ten days.

Cashed my monthly check and left country in three days. Went to Sabena bought ticket., Banks
were blocked - Jews not allowed to cash checks.

Took 4 suitcases of clothes

Arrived Paris December 4

Red Cross gave 15 days at small hotel. I made contacts with friends and was promised

job middle January.

1 read London Jewish Chronicle that 5,000 Jews have left Egypt this way. This is a typical
story.

travellers checks - good only if OK

All Jews believe that the three months limit - because all repeat to each other what they
heard from police officers,

Also because the date of renewals of residence is 31 March. They believe there will be
no renewals.

I signed paper that I am leaving country of my own free will.

Most Jewish population is in panic.

Trying to get job here - if not, go to Israel and fight if necessary.

We are ready to give it back., Reasonable time here would be 60 days.
Stateless&Egyptian will go to Israel. Even foreign nationality will go to Israel
because only one door open without money or jobs.

People cannot stay in France very long.

Jews didn't leave Egypt when they had chance - because they have money and business.

Frantic, excited

One man who had printing plant - est IL 30,000 and 20 years of effort. They took it over
night. Showed me pictures of his plant, printing labels for Coca Cola and Shell oil.

One man who had small novelty shop in Main Street in Cairo received telegram from
brother-in-law in Montreal that he was trying to get him wvisa to Canada.

Next day police came and took business - saying they knew he was leaving and they were
taking business as guaranty that he would pay his taxes,

Policeman offered IL 5 for refrigerator. No choice.

More than 15,000 cars were taken from Jews.

One refugee arrived today said that Chief Rabbi had been ordered to leave in 60 days.
(Says he heard it on Israel ratio) (I think rumor)

Another man (Saul Adler) publicity and theatrical agent - he and father born in Cairo - but

stateless. Now has application of Jewish Agency in his pocket,
gggin't think many Jews will go to Israel

2/
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These reasons why Jews don't go to Israel

1. fear of war
2. fear of discrimination against Sephardim
3. fear of Hebrew language

1

"We have drifted into talking politics - lets talk about the future”.
We were "advised” to leave - not expelled

Mrs. Mizrachi said: They wanted Jews to wear yellow armbands. Chief Rabbi said that if they
forced this, he would go to American Counsulate and ask for UN planes to come and take them
out, as they were (like the Irags)

Professor of Arabic language left I1 40,000 property - rented his building as school. Had
24 hours to leave - got paralytic shock. Penniless., Beggard for 500 francs - was refused,

3 January

long talk with Schuster, American Jewish Committee., He was aware of long silence on Egyptain stor
Thinks this is é;;;?gEf—fFEE33?’3TEE§’HETIE!—=—THIELs we are not being fir to this story by
failing to give it full treatment. Agrees that there must be developed a fuller PR approach

to get more stories (even repetitive) into world press. Will work on this. Shouldn't be

allowed to die of neglect.

Also doesn't understand attitude of US State that it needs "more information'. What more?
Aren't facts enough 5 or 6,000 Egyptain Jews wandering around Europe? Evey European government
is aware of presence of these people - and is helping them, Italy and Belgium have agreed

to admit any number of stateless. France, Greece, England has felt physical impact of

pressure of refugees.

Nasser's purpose is to expropriate as much of total Jewish wealth as he can get his hands on,
to impoverish, to terrorize and to cause to leave - he is clever in way he does this.
Expulsions are individual, not mass.

Hungary -- There will be great trouble in future. When Russians withdraw and weak Kadar
government folds or is replaced

3 January -- lunch with Tsur
——
1. couldn't get any single nation to make protest in the UN about what was happening to Jews
in Egypt. So Israel had to do it herself.
2, 1If Nasser stays, Egypt will be ruined in a year.
3. Jewish population of Egypt approx. 46-45m. - of these 20 are foreigners nationals; and 5
Egyptain; and 15 stateless.
French and French protege (Moroccan and Tunisian) 10
British 2-3

Greek 1-2
Italian 5
Spanish - few hundred

Egyptains coming to France cannot be absorbed in France. The French and Egyptains themselves
not only the Jewish French., The Jewish community is pressed by the North African Jews let
alone the newer Egyptain arrivals. About 3,000 Egyptain Jews have come to France. Some have
found relatives here.

Israel government gave guarantee to Franch and Italian that anyone who goes to Swiss legation
in Cairo and says he wants to go to Israel, should be given transit visas to Italy or France

3/




and Israel will stand behind it
(Most British pasport holders among Jews are Yemenites - via Aden)

Italian government says that is is happy to take Jews - but they cannot be absorbed in Italy,
which is already a surplus country.

At beginning, some refugees will say they don't want to go to Israel - after few months they
will go.

Movement from North Africa is mostly Aliyah Bet. Practically nothing legal. There are no
negotiations with Morocco anymore.

In Tunis, they stopped passports - so it was suggested to give laissez-passer which was
theoretical deprivation of citizenship,and enables Tunis to rebut Egyptain pressure. This
600-700 monthly continues.

Algeria, very little emigration. The Jews feel themselves French., If French lose or even
compromise, Jews will leave, not be able to be absorbed in France(for economic reasons and
also because of their presence of #million colons anti-semite), and then on to Israel, even if
not by first choice. Crises is gradually coming.

3 January - 3:30 JDC Staff Meeting

Hungarian - more than 13,000 registered - may be more who have not yet identified themselves.
Departures from Austria have been to disadvantage of Jews. Non-Jews moved into all countries
without preparation. Jews who have moved to European countries, do not exceed 1,000 of 80,000
who have moved out of Austria, perhaps not more than 4,000 Jews have left including US. This
is much less than ratio. Jews have focused on overseas, particularly US. They have not been
interested in Israel.

As of Sundey night, there were 11,000 Jews in Austria, (This means 15,000 must have come in)
Another few thousand may get out - overseas. This leaves a caseload of 8,000 without country
future in-take. This is a big load. We favor a more aggressive policy of Jewish Agency to
sell.

150,000 in 80,000 out = approx., 3
14,000 in 4,000 out = approx. less then 1/3
emigration to Israel. We work them toward this objective.

Jews are in small hotels - because we have many expreiences of anti-semitic attitudes in mixed
camps. Austrian government appreciates this and goes along. Week ago very bad incident caused
us to take 60 out of camp - send them to private homes in Salzburg.

We can't go on with this terrible expensive private lodging.

Tentative policy: ''Jewish corners” in mixed camps. Everybody is against special Jewish camps,
At same time, everybody recognizes special Jewish problem.

A1l furture intake will besent to camps, not hotels. Also single men now in hotels can be
selected out and transferred to camps.

Agrida has adopted an aggressive policy toward the Hungarian problem. They have sailed in and
given impression they are only agency taking care.

If we try to change-over from hotel to camp, Aguda may make capital and say Joint is being
cruel, etc. This is a PR problem for us.

4/



The end has yet to come. Demorilazation inside Hungary is so bad, more may yet come., Present
slow down is temporary, due to railroad strike, weather, etc. We must all be prepared for
many more thousands. Rate today is 500 - 1,600 per night. This is low compared to potential.

Bus Incident

Kaisersteinbruch is stagging area for resettlement. 800 people were told to leave it, who had
been left behind. They were sore. Hundreds of Jews passed through this camp entoure to US. XEE}
ICEM buses came in to pick them up. The 800 threatened buses and said that they wouldn't let

Jews oufalive. Austrian police had to protect. About 60 Jews were left behind and the 800
threatened them after the buses left. So we moved the 60,

Residence breakdown

9,500 in small private hotels
2,500 in some form of collective living

EGYPT

5,000 Jews from Egypt have arrived in 23 boats - uncounted planes - 5 countries this coming
Sat-Sun. a boat arrives with 1,000. Former were mostly national passport holders. The next
group are mostly sateless,

Of first 4,000 arrivals, 500 went to Israel, about 1,000 are on assistance in France, several
hundred in Italy, few hundred in other countries.

Italy has been wonderful in offering visas, but it is hoped they will move on.

Indications are that on this first boat of stateless, most have said they want to go to Israel.
This is good., What will next boat show?

Jewish institutions in Egypt are bankrupt - old folks home, childrens home, hospital etc. We
have given IRL money $25,000 to try to get it to these institutions. We have also given IRL
$10,000 (first 25 in cash) to pay for passage of those who are unable to pay for themselves.
This should be confidential, because status of IRL can be damaged.

5.30 Asael

Out of Morocco about 700 in December

Could be larger, but we cannot stimulate because our hands are full in Egypt and Eastern Europe.
from Tunis 300-400 and Algeria 150-200

This rate will apply for January and February.

Beginning March it will be more. We will not be able to resist pressure

In next three months, with overflow from Egypt and Poland, could be 30,000 waiting for movement to
Israel. He suggests camp in Italy,.

No prediction about what next few weeks will bring in Egypt. Don't know what preparations to make.

4 January - Rome-Harold Trobe (JDC) & Haskell (Agency)

Egyptain refugees - about 2,400 landed in Italy so far - about 400 left - 2,000 others passed

to other countries. Of these 400 most are Italian passport holders. Probably 6 to 7000 Egyptain
Jews. Italian nationals - most claim Livernois as place of origin. This is because many decades
ago, there was fire in Livernois and all records destroyed. Jews in Egypt went to Italian
consulate, said that they were originally from Livernois - no way of checking and they bought
Italian passports. Most have never been in Italy and speak no Italian (If story of Yemenite Jew
who became British passport holders via Adem)

Most of 400 require only financial help. Being kept in small hotels for time being.

5/
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Ship due Sunday 6th with 950 mostly stateless. 855 have indicated intention go direct Israel,
according to ILRL escort on board. 92 have indicated plamns to try for other countries. Probably
have ship ready for Israel by next day (Monday) and transfer people immediately. This is
important test.

Re Poland: About 70or80 daily come from Vienna by train to either Genoa or Naples, depending
upon next sailing. At present about in Naples waiting for next ship. No wait longer than one
week, About 20% fly direct from Vienna and 80% come to Italy to go by ship.

They come with large quantities of baggage - about 3 ton per family. Poland lets them take
anything out - some even said that could take autos, but it was too complicated. They have
clothing, houshold goods, tools, even small machines. All are very wmncerned about their
baggage in the various train shifts from station to station. In the 8 or 10 valises is the
entire property of the family for starting a new life.

Out of 1,500 last month, only 10 stayed behind. There is no defection. There is
evidence of a sharp increase in the rate of flow, First of all, we must revise our figures.
Thought there were 40-50,000 Jews in Poland. Now looks like 50-70,000 = because many Jews who
lived as Christians under Nazis and Communists are now coming out of hiding and identifying
as Jews to join exodus. Also, under the repatriation from Russia just beginning, there are
possible an additional 40,000 Jews.

Secondly the number of exit visas being granted is rising. They used to give about
70 per day. The actual number of departures, Thus they controlled the flow of departure by
the number of permits granted. Third week in December they granted 1,055 permits - almost
double the previous week - and since then it is continued around 150 per day.

5th January - Rapido train Rome-Naples

Haskell talked with Davidevani in Warsaw who confirms the higher daily rate of permits granted.

Visited Italian Emigrant Center which Ministry of Labor is making available for 335 Egypt. Jews
enroute to Israel.

Went small hotel where about 100 Polish Jews asked why they left. They said antisemitism is
wide-open, wide-spread and virulent. Gave as examples: a) Jews lose jobs, b) students demon-
strate - "out with Jews" ¢) people insult Jews in trainways, streets, etc. d) kids not allowed
to register in school with their Jewish names i.e. must be Felix not Faivel; e) people sore
abaut Jews in UB.

Since XX Party Congress (de-stalinazation) it has become easier for Jews to get out.

Process as follows:

1- apply for Polish exit permit

2. takes about 2 months (in some cases much shorter) to get Polish passport, which is stamped
valid for travel to Israel only; and stamped that the person gives up Polish citizenship.

3- Then person applies for Israel visa - takes about a month (sometimes much less)

Baggage - can take everything out, only dependent on cost - average 5 zloty per killo (varies
in different provinces) - average baggage per family is 300-1,000 killo. For instance - man,
wife and two children - had 470 killo, paid 1570 zloty - saw his list - contasined clothes,
bedding, dishes, pots, cutlery, tea service, radio - some people bring bicycles, very few bring
furniture.Israeli consulate gives help to poor Jews, so they can buy things before they leave.

Even if letters from Israel bad, Polish Jews will continue to come out. Now that the Polish
doors are open, Jews are grabbing the opportunity. There is fear that doors will be closed.
Saw one man who had been in Russia 6 weeks ago - came with repatriation group.

6th January -- SS Misr (17 have visas
ship under direction 67 stateless want European countries
of ILRL Robert Porchet 885 want Israel

6/
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almost 1,000 Jews - 78 who were interned. Story of interment: family Stein e pretty girl - 3

in prison., They took Jews with money into camp to get the money. Two months. Prison citadel

1 day Prison Alexandria - 1 day Abasich - 2 months. First 15 days very bad. 16-20 per room - guard
insulted them - armed guards accompanied to lavatory., First two days didn't eat. After, let
them down into courtyard two hours per day. All windows closed. No views from outside. Port

Said family - priority press - stationary store - Employed 27 people. Released from prison

1 January and sailed immediately. Very badly treated.We asked for food - they said you are worse
than dogs.

Dr. Cohen - 3 generations born Egypt stateless - pathologist in Jewish hospital in Cairo. They
took hospital - threw out doctors and patients. 250 beds. Present internees - stateless - 150
Egyptain - 130 all other nationalities.

Perhaps 500 total. I was released from internment on board ship. I decided on 17 November, that
I wanted to leave country. My car, money in bank - everything left behind. They let us take

IL 100 per person and IL 50 per child. We paid IL 11 tax that per IL 180, No limit on baggage -
but no jewelry radio, sewing machines IL 5 pocket cash. Average baggage per family was 100-500
killos.

"We never thought they were going to do such a thing"

My family received a written order to go to the pasport office (brahch of the Ministry of
Interior). Ap passport office, they received a verbal order of expision. Even written notice
to report to passport office was taken back.

Grunspan - publisher - agent of Readers Digest -52-stateless - father from Russia - 2 months in
Abasnich - food (bribed guards to bring some in) no member of family could visit -no mail- sent
in train from Cairo to Alexandria in hand-cuffs.

I sold my frigidaire, furniture to get money for tickets. My son is trying to sell the rest and
will come out. 20 years old daughter "It was horrible there - like the Nazi times".

Showed us the keys to his car - Morris paid 1 930 left car behind - couldn't even give it to
his son. 1 left Ismarlia - left behind everything - am happy to be going to Israel.

I had a jewelry shop - They closed it. We have a building - we left it. They sent me a letter
and told me to leave.

I was a dental mechanic - took my wife and three sons and ran
recap: Three categories: 1- internees

2- expelees

3- left on own steam

took picture

Young student - 17 - I was supposed to get visa to continue studies in England. At ministry

of education they told me "Get out, you are Jew . What does department of education have to do
with religion? At school they told me "Get out, you are Jew'. My father had job in bank - lost
his job - why should we stay. I am going to Israel to shoot Egyptains,

took picture

One young fellow said his father stayed behind to try to sell their house worth IL 3to4,680.
He was offered I1 50. I am going to Israel.

Rabbi on board - conducted services over loudspeaker on Sat.

Porchet flying back to Cairo - prepare for next ship. Received wire. They wanted next ship

20 January.
There are some workers, shoemakers, textile, bulb factory, mechanic.

One woman came off ship secreaming, mad, strapped to stretcher

7/.
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6 January eve - Polish group

one man - Alina Ater from 1940 - 46; Stettin 1946 - 56 - wanted to go to Israel in 49 couldn't
Communist Jews prevented others from going. Today they don't prevent others from going. They
don't prevent because todey they want to leave themselves. Also Polish government wants to get
rid of Jews. I was director of a state clothing store. 1 decided to leave on 11 August. By now
about 30% of Stetton Jews (5,000) have left. About 90% have decided or begun preparations to
leave. I know hot communists who are leaving because they say there is no future . My wife is
not recognizable as Jew and when she comes off the street she cries because of the things she
hears. They talk violently against Jews. I want to sleep in Israel in a broken bed but with a
whole head. In the schools there are signs & "Jews out - to Palestine'.

Monuments in cemeteries are despolied. We could take out whatever we wanted. I'm taking
furniture - 1500 killo to Trieste as cargo - 100 killo carrying with.

Another Jew in Wroclaw - was taken into Russian army - then into Urals - 1946 to Wroclaw. 15,000
Jews - most have begun to leave or thinking of leaving. I was bookkeeper, mostly non-Jews.
Relations with non-Jews not bad until 1951, then things got worse. Earned 2,000 zloty shoes
cost 400. I made a decision to change my life - it was easy because I wanted out. When I heard
in May that it might be possilbe to go (I heard from a friend in a Polish police)l began the
paper work. 1I'll do any work in Israel - don't have to be bookkeeper.

Young girl - 20 from Glibnitz - third year medical student - father killed by Germans - mother

with her. Lived near Lemberg - under Germans in ghetto - then hidden by christians in village. Wa;
ended was 8. Went to regular school in days and Mierachi school in the evening. Home not
religious - impossible in Poland. She wanted go Israel in 1952 but step-father died. Her friends
had preceeded her and she wanted to join them., She had no trouble in school. When she wanted

to go now - no trouble. Hasn't heard of any Jews who are turned down. Wants to contine study in
Israel.

Young man - 19 - born Galicia, last years been in Katowitz - no parents - has uncle in Israel.

In war was in ghetto - later in forest. He was hidden with Christians in 1947 his uncle took him
from Christians. Went to gymnasium. Went to Hebrew school 1 year 1947 - then it was closed, and
private classes organized. Private teacher told him about Israel. He is going because he feels
Israel is his country-otherwise he would remain in Poland. Studied flying for 1 year gliders,
then Piper Cubs. 60 hours flying experience.

Girl wasn't known to be Jewish - so she experienced nothing - but she heard
how they talked about Jews especially Jewish professors at school.

Why go to Israel:

Girl said: 1. big anti-semitism now in Poland
2. doesn't want to be minority - and be pointed out
3. We should have our own state like everyone else

Boy said: 1. He would like to know what he is living for and for whom he should
spend his life

She is glad she is going to Israel, even though she is terrible womied about her studies.

7 January Naples - conversation with member of Rabbinate

All foreign national Jews are not considered Jews but are considered undesirable aliens. 7,000
French and 9,000 British, E Govt says 36,000 EgyptainJews

Foreign consuls protested. E. govt said they were undesirable and would be expelled E and
stateless cannot work. "Residence” will be withdrawn for slightest misdemeanor. This is false
a cover - in order to show that the expulsions do not reach a large figure., They will admit
expelling foreign undesirables - but will always claim a large number of E. Jews remaining.

8/



No figures really

In Cairo 4,000 families paid rates 16,000
Estimate that non-taxpayers 20,000
In Alexandria 20,000
Pre-expulsion population max =60, 000
French, British, Greek, Italian 20,000
Egyptains 10,000
Stateless 25-30,000

All big business sequestered.

1. No Jew can work as employee

No Jew can get import license - for his store

Businesses which have been sequestered from Jews, all Jews were thrown out.
Govt said that any Jew with complaint could apply to Ministry of Interior
But this gives no satisfaction

5. Money blocked as follows under regudation - 27 November 56:

W

3 categories of Jews_

700 sequestrations - Those who received letters to Israel, who visited Israel
800 Members of Jewish Maccabi clut

plus Black list Can withdraw IL75 per month from bank

500 Internees

As for rest, if you are wealthy and cash check for IL 1,000 and/or IL2,000 next day you will be
sequestered. Can draw up to IL 200 monthly, if you are not in above 3 categories without
getting into trouble.

Two kinds of employees - big smer#kex societies andprivate business
In big firms, which were sequestered, all Jews were fired. Then as the businesses were
paralyzed - they took back some Jews (with intention to replace with Egyptains in future
as possible). In business not sequestered, Jews were suspended, All key government employees
were suspended "on holiday'technically not fired. Small employees are still working -
but gov't looking to replace them when Egyptains are trained. In small private business, people
can coneinue to work. Big business where previously the Jews didn't want to work on Saturday
must work Saturday or quit,
6. Jews cannot sell theirproperty if he is in three categories - but as soon as a "free'
Jew starts an economic operation to sell his property, he goes on the black list. Furniture
can be sold without danger; car sometimes dangerous; jewelry in small amounts, not dangerous
(no market for Jewelry) Jews are under suspicion.
7. The small shopkeeper or small employee has been put in difficulty

a) If he worked for big Jew sh firm now sequestered he lost job

b) Salesman lost income because there is no import or sale of goods

c) Small shopkeeper is still holding on; but very few
8. Shares cannot be sold.

French and British Jews gave their money; jewels, whatever they could to the Swiss consulate
before leaving.

No future for Jewish population of Egypt. All must go. Everyone realizes it is impoesible

for Jews to stay. There will be a big rush in March and April, when the winter is over - there
will be a thousand on every ship. People now preparing for April. This is mood among Jews.

"The day we got transit visas for Italy was like Purim. We embraced each other"”

People in Grand Rabblimat are in danger. All under survaillance.

Story of the delcaration of the Grand Rabbi: Nachim, secretary and committee were brought
together., Gov't prepared the speech and ordered him to say it in Hebrew, French and Arabic.
If you refuse, we are going to state that every Jew in Egypt is dangerous and may be arrested
So he agreed.

9/.
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Other version: Either you are Egyptain and make this statement; of if you follow 1line of
Israel and refuse, all Jews in country will be sequestered. He was given choice half-hour
before meeting. Radio and press had already been called to Nachum's house.

8 January

enroute all day to Vienna
arrived 11:00 pm
meeting with Ziegelaub, Feder, Jaffe

15,567 Jews served by JDC

3,392 have sxiikx left
11,975 still in Austria

1,000 additional have come and gone to Israel.

9,354 in hotels
1,574 in private houses

354 in installations 1- Talmud Torah )
2- Childrens Homes ) all run by KG
3- Pension )

63Y in camps

giving kosher food and pocket money in addition
total arrivals from Hungary (ICEM figures) end of January 7 -- 160,698
91,788 - departures
remaining---- 68,910

(on general figures - almost 60% have left
on Jewish figures - only 25% have left

ICEM says movement to US is 21,284

Austrailian Jewish community officials have been in Vienna and decided upon 1,500 to
Australia., This mostly involves people with close relatives in Australia

Total pop Hungary - 9 million - Jewish 120,000 -- 160,000 Hungarians have fled
13% of total population
16,500 Jews have fled
15% of total Jewish pop.
So far, one person (lady) returned to Hungary to get 10 year old daughter
One baby (6months) died frozen rowing accorss a lake all night

Why do Jews leave Hungary?

1. part of general mood of flight - Jews fought with freedom fighters

2. desire to emigrate overseas - family reunion

3. economic disbcation

4, fear of anti-semitism

One Jew came accorss wounded, having fought, wife died in fight and son died coming accross
border.

Anti-semitism among Hungarian refugees in Austria - Camp Roeder public announcement over
loudspeaker that any person making remarks would be barred from entrance to US

intake has slowed down

highest day was 793 on December 12

lowest day was 83 on January 7

average has been 450 daily

for past week average has been 150 daily

9 January ?
Andau (Nixon went this far) then to Einser Canal, down road accross Marshes - right to border

stone, past it into Hungary, to waters edge (bridge out). Talked with Austrian rangerle/
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armed, saw two soldiers across canal., They failed to respond. But shot once. Heard much
shooting - saw tent with heat to dry out wet clothing if corssing. One group on road said
they walked three days - another group asked about Caracas (one had sister there) - about

250 crossed last night. Saw German Red Cross, British lady in Save-A-Child. One University
professor with son 9 said wife was shot yesterday. (Rumanian Orthodox Christians) by

drunk Russian soldiers 10 Km. inside Hungary, who hadzkexImaxexherxamdxgmzsm were hooping

it up, shooting indiscriminately. She was killed by stray bullet. He had to leave her and

go on with son, Wept openly. Two unaccompanied boys 11 and 8 were sleeping in corridor -
made it alone from Budapest. All reports say now much harder to get accorss. Control extends
back 20 Km. from border. Also much shooting on border to terrorize people. We heard it.

EISENSTADT

barracks-life complex of apartments inhabited by Russians, which they tore up badly upon
leaving. Saw one apartment, with holes chopped in concrete floor for lavatory use, when
toilet ceased functioning. Many agencies operating in this camp to which people are
brought from Andar and other border points same day of arrival. Are kept here day or two
before being sent on. In early days, trains of many countries came right to this town and
took people away by thousands, without even any processing. USEP gives kits here. Saw US
army field kitchen equipment, Few if any Jews here. Great majority young people., One lady
well-dressed, eating soup, small gov't employee, described how last 20 km. of fields before
coming to border had all been plowed up and how hard it was to walk through heavy mud -
almost died of fatigue - threw away everything she was carrying - many times tempted to lie
down in mud and give up. One man came accrose with three month old baby on his back in
rucksack - reached Andar after a day and found baby dead.

Press conference in afternoon-completely attended - gave story as per attached release -
many questions

Afterwards had conference with Maurer and Krell of IKG. They are bad. They want
Hungarians sent on from Austria because afraid H. will cause anti-semitism.

Went to JDC office in Seitenstettengasse at 9PM packed in every room with interviewers,
translators, etc. Personnel increased from 12 normal to 65. Some non-Jews. Police barricades
down on street to keep people in Line. Incredible strain on human energy and patience to

handle 15,000 people one by one. Mere recording of data hard enough hob. Quarters very bad, but
some sort of assembly line process has been established to keep people from going room to

room. Small blac k market going on in appointment cards to get inside the offices. Feder

had to board up one staircase and put in various doors to plug entrance into building when

it was discovered that there were leaks and people were sneaking in ahead of others. Everyone
working with great dedication 18 hours daily and most of refugees are cooperating. Some problem
with non-Jews trying to pass as Jews in order to get "better tredament” which Joint is giving

in relation to other agencies.

Talk with Shilo, Jewish Agency man

He said‘E§T¥_f;om Poland was increasing - 3,500 in January. This is getting really big.
Probably reach 4,000 in February. Trains from Warsaw to Vienna evening till following after-
noon (3PM) - then on again to Genoa evening 8:30 PM until next evening - thus two full days
on train with few hours in Vienna between. Taken from RR station to hotel for meal then back
on train. He believes 70,000 Jews in Poland without repatriates. Everyone else thinks this
is high. He believes all Jews will leave Poland - everyone else agrees. '

Went with him to Sudbahnhof to see departure at 8:30 PM. About 150 Poles, plus about 80
Hungarians. Train is called Balkan express and leaves each evening for Genoa, Trieste, Athens
and Istanbul.

Cars for Jews are marked ""Sonder Wagon" - Reserviert ber Palastina Amt" 1In each compartment
were many children - and youth. Excellent element. People were crystal clear as reasons for
leaving Poland - and absolutely unanimous that all Jews would leave. We went from compartment
to compartment, car to car, talked with very many. Stettin, Brealsu, Warsaw, Lodi-in all
cities the Jews are leaving--they know they can get exit visas and they want to go to Israel.
They are trained and skilled. Ten years under communism have made them, if anything, better
for Israel. They have learned trades - among them are doctors, engineers, mechanics, metal

workers, one professor of engineering. Have rarely seen such complete unanimity about future. '
———-—————-——————————_————________________________________________________________llL___J
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They know it will be tough in Israel - but they want it.

Met Durdevani at station - he had just come in from Warsaw., His estimate was under 50,000
but was well satisfied with the way things were going, No hitches, Cannot emphasize too
strongly what a good element this Polish group is, Also Hungarians who elect Israel and
are somewhat less convinced than the Poles were infected by contact with them and will
benefit from it, It is good that they travel together,

Went to dinner at Ziegellaub's at 9:30 PM. Not everyone had gathered yet. Feder, his wife
and Mrs. Katzki didn't leave office till after 10 and started to eat at 10:30. Exhausted.
It has been this way for 2 months day after day. The staff has really been heroic. After
dinner, all left quickly - too tired to talk anymore.

Jan 10 early

Went out to Traiskirchen = permanent camp, second step. Andar (border) to Eisenstadt (assembly
pointed for day or two) to permanent places like Traiskirchen, of which this is the biggest

but there are many others. This is also a RR terminal and many trains came here to take away
thousands., Today the out flow had dwindled. This is a former Austrailian cavalry cadet school
occupied by Nazis - later Russians - now in Austrian government hands, and assisted by
Norweigan Red Cross, Nixon visited this place. Population about 3,500

About 150 Jews here - met one family. Group of 11 persons -3 brothers all tailors. They
came together as a group - made last 30 Km on foot - crossed border on 10 December 56 - two
children 8 and 2 got bad flu and frostbitten from the cold and exposure, are still in
hospital and that is why the family is still in camp. Has missedZa one chance to move to
US. Between them they have 4 uncles in US. They will not leave till the kids can travel
and then they worry where can they go. I asked why they had left Hungary.

1., Fear of Hungarian facists (anti-semitism)

2, Under Nazi persecution - 80 members of family were lost - only these 11 left - two
brothers had been in Matthausen - one had been deported to Siberia - one wife had

been in Auschweitz. They were afriad that the Russians might someday ¢ the same thing,
When the chance came to get out, they left.

3. Economic - all three brothers are skilled tailors and have always had business or
shops. In past 15 years, they had been ruined 4 times and had enough.

a) 1940 - Nazis

b) 1945 - after re-assembling from camps and siberia

c) 1948 - nationalization

d) 1956 - present revolt.

Munich - Durdevain - Shilo, Barr (rutek)

Morocco --- still keep 300 in camp, now same 300 always changing, last few months around 700 -
800 average exodus - main trouble is making contact with people, when you have no organization.
Technical possibilities permit up to 1,500.

Tunis -- Jews not receiving laissez-passer, on a monthly basis, Gov't decides how many
per month, Agreed on 400 for December. About 4-6,000 are registered.

Algiers = 300 monthly leaving - are organizing to increase to 500
min -800 + 400 + 300 = 1,500

TOTALS
max -1,500 + 500 + 500 + 2,500

Poland - Don't know what tomorrow will bring in satellite countries, Things can change. As
of now, the entire Jewish population is leaving. Jewish officers in uniform come to Israel
Embassy in Warsaw to register for emigration., Incident yesterday with general and mother.
Embassy has given out around 15,000 promisses, with 3.5 people on each. More than 30,000

people have registered for emigration: Indicent: 1lady wanted $o speak only with
conmunisn ambassador or higher judges. Disappointed with communism wanted to register, A
member of the Politburo itself has registered. Forty children in orphans home in Krakow

have all received visas.
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Estimate that few thousand will remain, thats all - as in Bulgaria. Our plan is that a
normal aliyah should be 4,000 monthly. Technical problem is with Polish railroads. They
don't have enough cars. They come out with clothing and thats all. At most when they can
sell furniture and heavy stuff, they buy a typewriter, radio, washing machine, because they
sell at very heavy losses. Workers don't have anything; intelligentsia had good jobs and
houses, but leave these behind.

Hungary-- They promised that from 15 January they will give out new passes direct for Israel.
Don't know whether they will keep their promise, Nothing really has begun - we will see.

(In Moscow they are showing a pro-Egyptain film about Sinai war. Jew goes. Next day takes
wife and kids - let them have pleasure of seeing Jewish soldiers. Back-fire)

Russia-- Big job is to organize the repatriation - see how big it will be. Gomulka wants
all Poles, back to 1939 and as far as Siberia. They say this could be 400,000 - and at
least 10% Jews. There may be opportunities, with open trains, loose papers, etc. - to get
Russian Jews into these convoys as well, We are watching this whole thing.

Rumania-- No movement out - not even the 180 who were imprisioned for Zionism, freed and
promised emigration., Gov't broke this promise. Desire among } million Jews to emigrate is
terribly strong - same as Poland. Added to this is the desire for family reunion, because
1950-51 tens of thousands of Rumanians went to Israel.

Will have to watch this.

Hungary-- Internal work has three phases in addition to packages, clothing and kitchens.
a) give money when it was needed for flight
b) help procure living quarters since 3Q000 dwellings were destroyed in the fighting.
c) Concentrate Jews from small villages into Budapest. Jewish Hungary will soon be only
because they are afraid to remaimn in villages.
Note for future - young fled to Austria-families left behind may suffer seriously

6PM UHS Lou Horwitz
Hungarians registration - 12,000 (assume 1,500 -2,000 West. Eruope who have not
departures - 3,592 registered with us in Vienna
registration 7,300 USA; 2,000 Canada; 1,754 Australia; 309 Brizil, departures to Canada 855
USA 2,153 Austria 350. Chose austrailia to be furthest away from Hungary and because of relatives
already there, By Feb. 1 another 350 might get to Austrailia,

Canada has slowed down considerably - could run another 300 for Jan., If Cosmos deal works
would be additional 500 commercihl deal.

Counselling staff is excellent. They all know problem of telling refugees the facts of life.
They talk their hearts out. Hungarians are subborn (says Flora Levine) and after listening,
they say USA you can't do anything with them, We have even thought of stopping regis-
tration for US., Don't want to come to that, We sell Israel as hard as we can., Until US
stops or slows down every Hungarian will stubbornly wait for his chance.

We can't get them to think of S. America, where possibilities exist. They will sit here
waiting, no matter how much counselling we do.

Feder says only shock treatment will do the trick. Isn't even sure what he means by shock.
Flora Levine says maybe we ought to have courage not to register any more who have relatives
below uncle, But UHS can't to this and it wouldn't help.

My conclusion: CAMPS
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CABLES & TELEGRAMS
JOINTFUND VIENNA

‘E‘*‘%L\‘iﬁ Oyt cesk (,w{n I, (
AMERICAN JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE f(ﬂ

WAHRINGERSTRASSE 2-4, VIENNA IX. AUSTRIA

TELEPHONE: A 1 5

ed Jewish Appeal
165 West 46th Street
New York 36, New York
U.S,.4.

Dear Mr, Friedmang

Imnediately following your recent stay in Viemna and,
in particular, your visit to the Austris-Hungary frontier, an
incident involving the border police occurred in that area,
It has been described by the newspaper "Wiener Montag", the
clipping and translation of which are enclosed,

Mr, Ziegellaub felt you might be amused in reading
this article for, as he put it, "you and Mr, Leaviit got off

Jucky®,
Louia Pavloff
encls,: Administrative A.asistan'h
1 clipping
1 translation

LP/EMS
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AZOULAY -~ 2 January, 1957

Not a single Jew will live in Egypt in three months --

FRFEREEEERRRE

Born Cairo «-- 3, 4 generations born there.
Hebron in Palestine many generations ago.

Juridically considered French -- Nationality Tunisian

kErkkk kR REERREE

Bented house -- owned furniture
Crushed stone plant

On October 30 heard about invasion on radio., Ran away to sister &Hf P

suburbs. Came back home 11 November, Police officer came at midnight --
"sign here" - this acknowledges that you must stay at home.

I stayed in ten days -- servant went out to dbuy food.

Then heard on radio that all Tunisians (and French) are allowed to leave
housea,

Wzs owner of plant with father and brother-in-law.

Upon being allowed out of house, 21 November, went police — who said
they must leave country in ten days, ... Cashed my monthly check and
left country in three days. Went to Sabena, bought ticket.

Banks were blocked -- Jews not allowed to cash checks.
Took four suitcases of clotheS.eess Arrived Paris 4 December.

Hed Cross gave 15 days at small hotel. I made contacts with friends, and
was promised job middle January.

¥k ok ok R Rk

I read in London Jewish Chronicle that 5,000 Jews have left Egypt this way.
This story is typical.

Travellers checks good only UK,
e i ok ok e o R o o R e ok

All Jews believe that the three months is limit -- because all repeat to
each other what they heard from police officers., Also because the date
of renewals of residence is 31 March. They believe there will be no
renewals,

I signed paper that I am leaving country of my own free will.
Jewish
Most ofhpopulation is in panic,

EXXRFREERIEER

Trying to get job here -~ if not, go to Israel. And fight if necessary.
We are ready to give it back., Heasonable time here would be sixty days.

sk kR



Notes Trip Burope January, 1957
Page 2

Stateless and Egyptian will go to Israsl, [Even foreign nationals will go
to Israsl because only one door is open., Without money or jobs people cannot
stay in France very long. .

Jews didn't leave Egypt when they had chance becaume they had money and business.

Frantic, excited

One man who had printing plant -- cost 230,000 and 20 years of effort --
they took it overnight, Showed me pictures of his plant -- printing labels
for Coca Cola and Shell 0il.

One man who had small novelty shop on Main Street in Cairo received telegram from
brother-in~law in Montreal that he was trying to get him visa to Canada, Next day
police came and took business, saying they knew he was leaving and they were
taking business as guaranty that he would pay his taxes.

Police cffered E5. for refrigerator. No choice.

More than 15,000 cars were taken from Jews.

One refugee arrived today said that Chief Eabbi had been ordered to leave in
60 days. (Says he he=ard it on Israel Radio). (I think rumor)

Another man (Saul Adler) - publicity and theatrical agent -- he and father born
in Cairo = but stateless. Now has application of Jewish Agency in his pocket.
Doesn't think many Jews will go to Israel.

Three reasons why Jews don't go to Israel -- fear of war
fear of discrimination against Sephardim
fear of “ebrew language

"We have drifted into talking politics — let's talk about our futurs"

¥s were "advised" to leave, not expelled.

Mrs, Mizichi said: They wanted Jews to wear yellow armbands., Chief Eabbi said
that if they forced this, he would go to American Consulate and ask for UN planes
to come and take them out, as they were (like the Iraqh)

Professor of Arabic language. Left T40,000 property -- rented his building
as school. Hzd 24 hours to leave -~ gzot paralytic stroke. Penniless,
Begged for 500 francs -- was refused.
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3rd Janpuary

Long talk with Schuster, American Jewish Committee.

He is aware of long silence on Egyptian story. Thinks this is greatest
tragedy since Zitler -- thinks we are not being fair to this story by
failing to give it full treatment, 4Agrees that there must be developed
a fuller P.,R. approach to get more stories (even repetitive) into world
press, Will work om this., Shouldn't be allowedto die of neglect.

Also doesn't understand attitude of U.S. State that it needs "more information®,
What more? Aren't facts enough -- 5 or 6,000 Egyptian Jews wandering around
Europe? Every Buropean government is aware of presence of these people -- and

is helping them, 1Italy and Belgium have agreed to admit any number of stateless.
France, Greece, England have felt physical impact of presence of refugees.

Nasser's purpose is to expropriate as much of total Jewish wealth as he can get
his hands on, to impoverish, to terrorize, and to cause to leave -— he is clever
in way he does this. Expulsions are individual, not mass,

Hungary -- there will be great trouble in future. When Russians withdraw and
weak Kadar government falls or is replaced -- there will be
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3 January -- Lunch- Tsur

1. Couldn't get any single nation to make the protest in the UN about
what was happening to Jews in Egypt. So Israel had to do it herself.

2, If Hagser stays, Egypt will be ruined in a year.

3. Jewish population of Egypt approx. 40 - 45,000 -- of these 20,000 are
foreign nationals; and 5,000 Egyptian; and 15,000 stateless.
French and French proteges (Moroccan and Tunisian) -- 10,000;
British 2 - 3,000; Greek 1 = 2,000; Italian 5,000; Spanish -- few hundred.

Egyptians coming to France cannot be absorbed in France -- the French Zgyptians
themselves not only the Jewish French. The Jewish community is pressed by the
North African Jews, let alone the newer Egyptian arrivals. About 3,000 Fgyptian
Jews have come to France, Some have found relatives here.

Israel_Governnent gave guarantee to French and Italian that anyone who goes to
Swiss Legation in Cairo and says he wants to go to Israel, should be given transit
visas to ltaly or France, and Israel f$ands behind it.

(Most British passport holders among Jews are Yemenites -- via Aden).

‘talian government says that it is happy to take Jews -- but they cannot be
absorbed in Italy, which is already a surplus population country.

4% beginning, some refuge@s will say they don't want to go to Israel -- aftfer
few months they will go.

Movement from North Africa is mostly Aliyah Bet, Practically nothing lezal,
There are no negotiations with Morocco any more,

in Tunis, they stopped passports -- so it was suzgested to give laissez-~passer,
which was theoretical deprivation of citizenship, and enables Tunis to rebut
Egyptian pressure, Thus 600 - 700 monthly continues.

Alegeria, very little emigration. The Jews feel themselves French.

iIf French lose, or even compromise, Jews will leave, not be able to be absorbed

in Francse (for economic reasons, and also because of the then presence of % million
colons anti-semitic), and then on to Israel, even if mot by first choice, Crisis
is gradually coming,
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3 January -- JIOC Staff Meeting
Non GARRN
More than 13,000 registered -- may be more who have not yet identified selves.
Departures from Austria have been to disadvantage of Jews, Hon-Jews moved
into all countries, without preparation., Jews who have moved to European
countries do not exceed 1,000, 0f 80,000 who have moved out of Austria,
perhaps not more than 4,000 Jews have left, including U.S. This is much less
than ratio (150,000 in -= 80,000 out = approx, 3

( 14,000 Jews in == 4,000 out = approx. less than one-third).
Jews have focussed on overseas, particularly U.S. They have not been
interested in Israel,

As of Sunday night, there were 11,000 Jews in Austria (fthis means 15,000 must
have come in.) Another few thousand may yet get out overseas., This leaves

a2 case=load of 8,000, without counting future intake., This is a big load. We
favour a more aggressive policy of Jewish Agency, to sell emigration to Israel.
We work with them toward this objective.

Jews are in small hotels -- because we have many experiences of anti-semitic
attitude in mixed camps. Austrian govermnment appreciates this and goes along.
Week ago very bad incident, caused us to take 60 out of camp -- send them to
private homes in Szalzburg.

Bus incident: Kaisersteinbruch is staging area for resettlement. 800 people
were told to leave it, who had been left behind. They were sore. Hundreds of
Jews passed through this camp enroute to U.S. ICEM buses came in to pick them
up. The 800 threatened buses and said they wouldn't let Jews out alive (lalone).
Austrian police had to protect. About 60 Jews were left behind — and the 800
threatened them, after the buses left. So we moved the 60.

We can't go on with this terrible expense of private lodging.

Tentative policy: "Jewish cormers™ in mixed camps. Everybody is against
special Jewish camps. At same time, everybody recognizes special Jewish problem,

All future intaks will be sent to camps, not hotels. Also single men now in
hotels can be selected out and transferred to camps.

Aguda has adopted an aggressive policy toward the Hungarian problem. Tress
claimed 1,700 out of 8,500 when that was total figure. Much fuss over food.
They have sailed in and given impression they are only agency taking care.

If we try to change-over from hotel to camp, Aguda may make capital and say
Joint is being cruel, etc., This is a P.R. problem for us.

The end has not yet come, Demoralization inside Hungary is so bad, more may
yet come. Present slowdown is temporary, due to railrocad strike, weather, etc.
We must all be prepared for many more thousands. Rate today is 500 - 1,000
per night. This is low, compared to potential.



No [+)

Residence Breakiown

95500 — in small private hotels
24500 == in some form of collective living.

EGYPT

5,000 Jews from Egpt have arrived in 23 boats — uncounted planes —-

5 countries. This cominz Saturday/Sunday & boat arrives with 1,000,
Former were mostly national passport holders., This next group are mostly
stateless,

Yf first 4,000 arrivals, 500 went to lsrael, about 1,000 are on assistance
in France, several hundred in Italy, few hundred in other countries.

ltaly has been wonderful in offering visas, but it is hoped they will move on.

Indications are that on this first boat of stateless, most have said they
want to go to Israel. This is good, What will next boat show?

Jewish institutions in Egypt are bankrupt -- old folks home, children's home,
hospital, etc., We have given IRC money, $25:000. to try to get it to these

institutions. We have also given IRC $100,000 (first 25 in cash) to pay for
passagze of those who are unable to pay themselves,

This should be confidentiak, because status of IBC can be damaged.
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3 January, 5.30 p.m. Azasl

Out of Morocco about 700 in December. Could be larger but we
cannot stimulate because our hands are full in Egypt and FBastern Europe.

From Tunis 300 - 400 and Algeria 150 - 200.

This rate will apply for Jamnuary and February.

Beginning March it will be more. We will not be able to resist pressure
in next three months, with overflow from Egypt and Poland; could be 30,000
waiting for movement to Isrpael. He suggests camp in Italy.

No prediction about what next few weeks will bring in Egypt. Don't know
what preparations to make.
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§ January -- Bome -- Harold Trobe (JDC)
Haskell (4gency)

Egyptian refugees —- about 2,400 landed in Italy so far -- about 400 left -
2,000 others passed to other countries. Of these 400, most are Italian
passport holders. Probably 6 to 7,000 Egyptian Jews Italian nationals —-
most claim Livorno as place of =mesidemee origin. This is beeause many
decades ago there was fire in Livorno, all records destroyed. Jews in
Ezypt went to Italian consulate, said they were originally from Livorno, no
way of checking, and they bought Italian passports, Most have never been
in Italy and spesk no Italian, ( ... story of Yemenite Jews who became
British passport holders via Aden,)

Most of 400 require only financial help. Being kept in small hotels, for
time being.

Ship due Sunday 6th with 950, mostly stateless., 855 have indicated
intention go direct Israel, according to IRC escort on board. 82 have
indicated plans to try for other countries. Probably have ship ready for
Israel by next day (Monday) and transfer people immediately. This is
important test.

Beg: Poland: about 70 or 80 daily come from Vienmna by train to either Genoa
or Naples, depending upon next sailing. At present about 250 in Naples
waiting for next ship. No wait longer than one week. About 20% fly direct
from Vienna, and 80% come to Italy to go by ship.

They come with large quantities of baggage -~ about half ton per family,
poland lets them take anything out — some even said they could have taken
autos, but it was too complicated. They have clothing, household goods,
tools, even small machines. All are very concerned about their baggage

in the various train shifts from station to station. In the 8 or 10 valises
is the entire property of the family, for starting & new life.

Out of 1500 last month, only 10 stayed behind, There is noc defection,

There is evidence of a sharp inerease in the rate of flow. First of zll,

we must revise our figures, Thought there were 40 = 50,000 Jews in Poland.
Now looks like 50 = 70,000, because many Jews who lived as Christians under
Nazis and Communists are now coming out of hiding and identifying as Jews, to
Join this exodus. Also, under the repatriation from Russia just beginning,
there are possibly an addigéional 40,000 Jews.

Secondly, the number of exit visas being granted is rising. They used to

give about 70 per day - i.s. the actual number of departures. Thus they
conirolled the flow of departures by the number of permits grantsed. Third

week in Dscember they granted 1,055 permits -- almost double the previous week ==
and since then it bss continued around 150 per day.
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S January -- Rapido Train - Rome - Naples

Haskell talked with Duvdevani in Wapew who confirms the higher daily
rate of permits granted.

Visited Italian Emigrant Center which Ministry of Labor is making available
for 335 ¥gyptian Jews enroute to Israel.

———

Went small hotel where about 100 Polish Jews.

Asked why they left. They id anti-gsemitism is rife, open, wide-spread

and virulent. Gave as examples: (&) Jews lose jobs; (b) students
demonstrate - "out with Jews"; (c) people insult Jews in tramways, street,
etc.; (d) kids not allowed to register in school with their Jewish names,
i.e. must be Felix, not Faivel; (e) people sore about Jews in U.B.

Since XX Party Congress (de-Stalinization) it has become easier for Jews
to gzet out. Process as follows:

(1) Apply for Polish exit permit

(2) Takes about 2 months (in some cases much shorter) to
get Polish passport, which is stamped valid for travel
to Israel only; and stamped that the person gives up
Polish citizenship

(3) <hen person applies for Israell visa -- takes about a
month (sometimes much less).

e

Baggaze: can take everything out, only dependent on cost -- average

5 zloty per kilo (varies in different provinces) -- average baggage per
family is 300 - 1,000 kilo. For instance - man, wife, 2 children -

had 470 kilo, paid 1,570 zloty -- saw his list, contained clothes, bedding,
dishes, pots, cutlery, tea service, radio -- some people bring bicycles, very
few furniture.

Israeli consulate gives help to poor Jews, so thay can buy things before
they leave,

Bven if letters from Israasl are bad, Polish Jews will continue to come out.
Now that the Polish doors are open, Jews want to grab the opportunity.
There is fear that doors will be closed.

Saw one man who had Deen in Russia six weeks ago -- came with repatriation
group.
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6th January -- s.s. MISE -- Ship under direction of ICRC - Lobert Porchet

17 have visas
67 stateless, wanit European countries
885 want Israel

Almost thousand Jews -- 78 who were interned. Story of internment —-
Family Stein, pretty girl, 3 in prison.

They took Jews with money into camps, to get the money. Two months:

Prison Citadel - 1 day: prison Alexandria - 1 day:ABgffich - 2 months.
First 15 days very bad -- 16 - 20 per room =~ guards insulted them --
armed guards accompanied to lavatory. First two days didn't eat,

4fter, let them down into courtyard two hours per day. All windows closed.
No news from outside.

Port Said family -~ printing press and stationery store. Employed 27 vpeople.

Heleased from prison 1 January and sailed immediastely. Very badly treated.
We asked for food; they said, "You are worse than dogs."

Dr, Cohen -.3 generations born Egypt —— stateless -- pathologist in Jewish
hospital in Cairo. They took hospital, threw out doctors and patients,
250 beds.

Present internees —- stateless - 150; ZEgyptian - 130; all other nationalities - ?
Perhaps 500 total,

I was released from intermment on board ship. I sizgned on 17 November that I
wanted to leave country. My car, money in bank, everything left behind. They
let us take fl00 sterling per person and B50 per child., We paid Fll tax per

£100, DNo limit on baggage = but no jewelry, radio, sewing machines -~ I5. pocket
money. 4verage baggage per family was 100 - 150 kilos,

"We never thought they were going to do such a thing."

My family received a written orde® to go to the passport office (branch of
Ministry of Interior). At passport office, she received a verbal order of
expulsion. ©Even written notice to report to passport office was taken back.

Grunspan --

Publisher :dgent of Headers Digest -- 52 -- stateless -- father from Russia --
two months in Aba§ich — food (bribed guards to bring some in) -- no member of
family could visit == no mail ~- sent in train from Cairo to Alexandria in
handcuffs.

I scld my frigidaire, furniture to get money for tickets. My son is trying

to sell the rest and will come out,

20 year old daughter "It was horrible there —— like the Nazi times,"

Showed us the keys to his car - Morris - paid I930 - left car behind - couldntt
even zive it to his son,

o

I left Ismailia == left everything behind -- am happy to be going to Israel.




Notes Trip Wurope, January 1957
Page 11

I hed a jewelry shop = they closed it. We have a2 building - we left it.
They sent me a letter - told me to leave,

I was a dental mechanic ~~ took my wife and three sons and ran.

Recap: three categories: a) internees
b) expellees
¢) left on own steam,

e
Young student =—- 17 -- 1 was supposed to get visa to continue studies in
England. At Ministry of Education they told me - ®"Get out, you are Jew.,"
What does Dept., of Education have to do with religion? At school they
told me ~ "Get out, you are Jew." My father had job in bank - lost his
job —= why should we stay?
I'm going to lsrael -- to shoot Feyptians,

Took picture
One young fellow said his father stayed behind to try to sell their house --

with £ 3 - 4,000. He was offered £50, I am going to Israel.

Rabbi on board -- conducted services over loudspeaker on Saturday.

Porchet flying back to Cairo -- prepare for next ship. Received wire they
wanted next ship 20 January.

There are some workers -~ shoemaker, textile, bulb factory, mechanic,

Cne woman came off ship screaning, mad, strapped to stretcher.
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6 Janvary - Evening -~ Polish Grouwp

Cne man - Alona Ata from 1940 - 46; Stettin 1946 - 156 -~ wanted to go to
Israel in '49, couldn't. Communist Jews prevented others from going.

Today they don't prevent because today they want to leave themselves.

Also, Polish government wants to get rid of Jews. I was director of a

state clothing store. 1 decided to leave on 11 August, Before paper work
was done, it took about two months. By now about 30% of Stettin Jews

(5,000) have left., About$0% have decided or begun preparaticns to leave. 1
know hot communists who are leaving, because they say there is no future.

My wife is not recognizable as Jew and when she comes off the street, she

cries because of the things she hears, They talk violently against Jews.

I want to sleep in Isreel in & broken ted but with a whole head. In the
schools there are signs -- "Jews out - to Palestine.” Monuments in cemeteries
are despoiled. We could take out whatever we wanted. I'm taking furniture --
1500 kilo to Trieste as cargo == 100 kilo carrying with me.

Another Jew in Wroclaw -- was taken into Russian 2rmy -- then into Urals -- 1946
to Wroclaw. 15,000 Jews -- must have begun to leave or think of leaving. I
was bookkeeper, mostly non-Jews. Helations with non-Jews not bad until 1951,
then things got worse. Barned 2,000 zloty — shoes cost 400. I made a
decision to change my life -- it was e&sy because I wanted cut. When I

heard in May that it might be possible to go (I heard from a friend in Polish
police) I began the paper work. I'11 do any$h work in Israel -— don't have

to be a bookkeeper,

Young girl == 20 == frOm Glibnitz -= third year medical student =-- father

killed by German —- mother with her. Lived near Lemberg —— under Germans in
Ghettoc — then hidden by Christians in village., War ended was 8. Went to
regular school in days and Mizrachi school in the evening, Hebrew. Home not
religious -- impossible ir Poland. She wanted go Israel in 1952, but step-father
died. Her friends had preceded her and she wanted to joln them. She had no
trouble in school. When she wanted to go now = no trouble. BHasn't heard of
any Jews who are turned dowh. Wants to continue to study in Israel.

young man - 19 - born Galicia, last years been in Katowitz., No parents -
has uncle in Israel. In wsr was in ghetto —- later in forest. He was hidden
with Christians == in 1947 his uncle took him from Christians. Went to
gymnasium, Went to Hebrew school one year =- 1947 —— then it was closed, and
private classes organized. Private teacher told him about Isrzel. He is
going because he feels Israel is his country -- otherwise he would remain in
Poland. Studied flying for one year ~- gliders, then Piper Cubs. 60 hours
flyihg experience,

Anti-semitism is felt in every £ep, even in communist youth organization,

Girl wasn't known to be Jewish, so she experienced nothing, but she heard how
they talked about JYews, especially Jewish orabssors at school.

Why zo to Israel: Girl said: 1. Big anti-semitism now in Poland
2. Doesn't want to be minority and be pointed out
3. We should have our own state like everyone else,
Boy said: He would like to know what he is living for, and
for whom he should spend his life.

She is glad going to Israel, even tho! terribly worried about her studies.
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7 January -- Naples -- Conversation with member of Rabbinat who came out on ship

All foreign national Jews are not considered Jews but undesirable foreign
aliens -~ 7,000 French and 9,000 British.

ian gover s 36 Jews., This figure is false -- a cover %
in order to show that the expulsions do not reach a large figure. They will
admit expelling foreign undesirables, but will always claim a large number of
Egyptian Jews remaining,

Foreign consuls protested. ZEgyptian government said they were undesirable and
would be expelled. Tzyptian and stateless cannot work. "Residence" will be
withdrawn for slightest misdemeanor.

—— e

No figures really.

In Cairo 4,000 families paid taxes -- 16,000
Estimate that non-taxpayers -= 20,000
In Alexandria -- 20,000

Pre-expulsion population -- 60,000 maximum

French, British, Greek, Italian -- 20,000 )
Egyptians — 10,000 )
Stateless 25 =30,000 ¥

All big business sequestered.

1. No Jew can work as employee -~ Two kinds of employees -- big societies and
private business.
In big firms which were sequestered, all Jews were fired -- then as the
businesses were paralyzed, they toock back some Jews (with intention to
replace with Zgyptians in future as possible). In business not sequestered,

Jews were suspended., All key government employees were suspanded "on holiday" --

technically not fired. Small employees are still working -- but government
looking to replace them when Egyptians are trained. In small private
businesses, people can continue to work. Big business, where previously
the Jews didn't want to work on Saturday, now must work Saturday, or guit.

2, No Jew can get import license (for his store).
3. Businesses which have been sequestered from Jews, all Jews were thrown out,.

3, Government said that any Jew with complaint could apply to Ministry of
Interior., But this gives no satisfaction.

5. Money blocked as follows under regulation 27 November, 1956:
3 categories of Jews

(700) Sequestrations -- ) can withdraw £75 per month from bank

(800 )

plus)Black list ~- ) Those who received letters from Israel, who
) visited Israel, members of Jsh. Maccabi Club

(500) Internees == )

As for rest, if you are wealthy and cash check for ¥1,000 or 12,000,
next day you will be sequestered, Can draw up to £200. monthly, if
you are not in above three categories,without getting into trouble.
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6. Jew cannot sell his property if he is in three categories -- but as
soon as a "free" Jew starts an economic operation to sell his property,
ke 8ces con the black list, Furniture can be sold without danger; car
sometimes dangerous; Jjewelry in small amounts not dangerous (no market
for jewelry). 3Zvery Jew is under suspicion.

7« The small shopkeeper or small employee has been put in difficulty
(a) If he worked for big Jewish firm now sequestered he lost job.
(b) Salesmen lost income because there is no import or sale of goods.
(¢) Small shopkeeper is still holding on, but very few.

8. Shares cannot be sold.

French and British Jews gave their money, Jewels, whatever they could to the
Swiss consulate before leaving,

-

No future for Jewish population of Bgypt. All must go. Everyone realizes
it is impossible for Jews to stay. There will be & big rush in March end
April, when the winter is over —— there will be a thousand on every ship.
People now are prepering for April., This is mood among Jews.

"The day we got transit visas for Italy, was like Purim. We embraced
each other, "

Paople in Grand Eabbinat are in danger. All under surveillance.

Story of the declaration of the Grand Rabbi: Nahum, secretary and committee
were brought together. Government prepared the speech and ordered him to say
it in Hebrew, French and arabic, If you refuse, we are going to state that
every Jew in Egypt is dangerous and may be grrested. So he agreed.

0t v : Either you are Egyptian and make this statement; or, if you
follow line of Israel and refuse, all Jews in country will be Sequestered.

He was given choice half-hour before meeting. Radio and press had already
been called to Nahum's house.
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8 January =-- en route all day to Vienna — arrived 11.00 p.m,
Meeting with Ziegellaub, Feder, Jaffe

15,567 Jews served by JIC

3.392 haveleft
11,975 still in Austria

1,000 2dditional have come and gone to Israel

—— e

9,354 in hotels :
1,574 in private houses
354 in installations -- 1 Talmud Torah)
2 children's ) all run by K.G.
homes )
1 pension )

693 in camps

Giving kosher food and pocket money in addition

Total arrivals from Hungary (ICHM figures) as of Jan, 7 160,698
departures 91,788
remaining 68,910

(On general figures - almost™50% hava left — On Jewish figures - only 25% have left)
ICDM says movement to U.S. is 21,284

Australian Jewish communityss officials have been in Vienns ard decided upon
1500 to Australia. This mostly involves people with close relatives in Austrezlia.

Total population Hungary ¢ million -- Jewish 120,000
160,000 Hungarians have fled -- 13% of total population
16,500 Jews bave fled —= 15% of total Jewishmopulgtion

So far, one person (lady) returned to Hungary —— to get ten year old daughter

One baby (six months) died frozen rowing acrose a lake all night

¥hy do Jews leave Hungary?

1. part of general mood of flight -~ Jews fought with freedom fighters ==
one Jew came across wounded, having fought, wife died in fighting
and son died coming across border

2. desire to emigrate overseas =-- family reunion

3. economic diéslocation

4, fear of anti-semitism
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Anti-semitism among Hungarian refugees in Austria -- in Camp Roeder public
announcement over loudspeaker that any person making anti-semitic remarks
would be barred from entrance to U.S.

Inteke has slowed down.

Highest day was 793 on 12 December
Lowest day was 83 on 7 January

Average has been 450 daily

for past week average has been 150 daily.



Notes Trip Europe, January 1957
Fage 17

9 January -- early to border

AWDAU (Nixon went this far), then to EINSER CANAL, down rutted road across
marshes -- right to border stone, past it into Hungary, to water's edze (bridge
out). Talked with Austrian ranger, armed -- saw two soldiers across canal --
they failed to respond. But shot once. Heard much shooting -- saw tent with
heater to dry out wet clothing of crossing. One group on road said they walked
three days -- another group asked about Caracas (one had sister there) —- about 250 e
crossed last night. Saw German Red Cross, British lady in Save-a-Child.

One man, university prcfessor, with son 9 said wife was shot yesterday (Russian
Orthodox Christmas) by drunk Bussian soldiers 10 km, inside Hungary, who were
whooping it up, shooting indiscriminately. She was killed by strzy bullet.

He had to leave her and go on with son, Wept openly. Two unaccompanied boys
11 and 8, were sleeping in corner -- made it alone from Budapest. All reports
say now much harder to get across. Control extends back 20 km., from border.
Also much shooting on border toterrorize people. We Meard it.

——

EISENSTADT

Barracks-like complex of apartments inhabited by Russians, which they tore up
badly be upon leaving, Saw one apartment, with holes chopped in concrete floor
for lavatory use, when toilet ceased functioning, Many agencies operating in
this camp, to which people are brought from Zndau a2nd other border points same
day of arrival, Are kept here day or two before being sent on. In early days,
trains of many countries came right to this town and took people away by
thousands, without even any processing, USEP gives kits here. Saw U.S. Army
field kitchen equipment., Few if any Jews here. Great majority young people.

Cne lady, well dressed, eating soup, sm-all government employee, described how
last 20 km, of fields before coming to border had all been plowed up -- and
how hard it was to walk ‘throuszh the heavy mumd -- almost died of fatigue —-
threw away everything she was carrying -- many times tempted to lie down in mud
and give up. One man came across with three month old baby on his back in &
rucksack —- reached Andau after a day — found baby desad.

Press conference in affernoon == completely attended — gave story as per
attached release, Many questions,

Afterwards had conference with Maurer and Krell of I.K.G. They are bad.
They want Hungarians sen!, on from Austria -- because afraid Hungarians will
cause anti-semitism,

o

Went to JIC office at Seitenstettengasse at 7,00 p,m., -~ packed in every room
with interviewers, translators, etc, Personnel increased from 12 normal to 65,
Some non-Jews, Police barricades down on street to keep people in line.
Incredible stSain on human energy and patience to handle 15,000 pecple one by one.
Mere recording of data hard enough job. Quarters very bad -- but some sort of
assembly line process hag been established to keep people going from room to room.
Small black market going on in appointment cards to get inside the offices,

Feder had to board up one staircase and put in various doors to plug entrances into
building, when it was discovered that there were leaks and people were sneaking in
ahead of others. Everyone working with great dedication 18 hours daily and most
of refugees are cooperating. Some problem with non-Jews trying to pass as Jews
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in order to get "better treatment" which Joint is giving, in relation to
other agencies,

————

Talk with Shilo, Jewish Agency man, He said exit from Poland was increasing —
3,500 in January. This is getting really big. Probably reach 4,000 in
Pebruary, Trains from Warsaw to Vienna, evening till following afterncon

(3 pems) == then on again to Genoa evening (8,30 p.m.) until next evening ~=
thus two full days on train with few hours in Vienra in-between. Taken from
R.R. station to hotel for & meal -~ then back on train. He believes 70,000
Jews in Poland without repatriatees, Everyone else thinks this is high.

He believes all Jews will leave Poland -- everyone =lse agrees.

Went with him to Sudbahnhof to see departure at 8,30 p.m. about 150 Poles,
plus about 80 Hungarians. Train is called Balkan Express andi leaves each
evening for Genoa, Trieste, Athens, Istanbul.

Cars for Jews are marked "Sonder Wagon": Reserviert bei Palastina Amt,"

In each compartment were many children -- and youth. Excellent element.
People were crystal clear as to reasons for leaving Poland -- and absolutely
unanimous that all Jews would leave, We went from compartment to compartment,
car to car, talked with very many. Stettin, Breslau, Warsaw, Lodz -- in z2ll
cities the Jews are leaving -~ they know they can get exit visas and they want
to go to Isrsel, They are trazined and skilled. Ten years under Communism
have mede them, if anything, better for Isrzel, They have learned trades --
among them are doctors, engineers, mechanics, metal-workers, one professor(of
engineering). Have rarely sean such complete unanimity about future. They
know it will be tough in Israel -- but they want it.

Met Duvdevani at station -- he had just come in from Warsaw, His estimate was
under 50,000 -- but was well satisfied with the way things were going. No
hitches. Cannot emphasize too strongly what a good element this Polish group is.

4AlsP the Hungarians who elect Israel and are somewhat less convinced than the
Poles, are infected by contact with them and will benefit from it. It is good
that they travel together.

———

¥Went to dinner at Ziegellaub's at 9,30 p.m. Not everyone had gathered yet.
Feder, his wife and Mrs., Eatzki didn't leave office till after 10, and started
to eat at 10,30, exhausted. It has been this way for two months, day after day.
The staff has really been heroic., “fter dinner, all left quickly -- too tired
to talk any nore,
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10 January — early

Went out to Traiskitchem —- permanent camp, second step. Andau (border) to
Eisensiadt (assembly point for day or two) to permanent places like TraisKirchen,
of which this is the biggest -- but there are many others. This is also a R.R.
terminal and many trains came here to take away thousands., Today the outflow
has dwindled. This is a former Austrian cavalry cadet schonl] =-- occuped by
Nazis -- later Russians -- now in Austrian government hands, and assisted by
Norwegian Red Cross. Nixon visited this place. Populatior about 3,500.

About 150 Jews here —— met one family, Group of 11 persoms -- three brothers
all tailors -- they came together as a group — made last 30 km, on foot --
crossed border on 10 December, 1956 -- two of the children, aged 8 and 2, got
bad flu and frostbite from the cold and exposure, ars still in hospital, and
that is why the family is still in@mp. Missed one chance to move to U.S.
Between them they have 4 uncles in UsS. They will not leave till the kidscan
travel -- and then they worry where can they go.

1 asked why they had left Hungary

1, Fear of Hungarian fascists (anti-semites)

2. Under Bazi persecution -- 80 members of family were lost -- only
these eleven left —— two brothers had been in Matthausen -~ one
had been deported to Siberia -- one wife had been in Auschwitz.
They were afraid that the Russians might someday do ths same thing.
When the chance came to get out, they left.

3. ®conomic -- all three brothers are skilled tailors and have always
had business or shops. In past fifteen years they had been ruined
four times and had encugh: al 1940-Fazis

b) 1945 - after re-assembling from camps
and Siberia

¢) 1948 -- mationalisation

d) 1956 - present revolt

Lunch == Duvdevani, Shilo, Zarr (Lutek)

Morocco =- still keep 300 in camp, not same 300, always changing.
Jast few months around 700 - 800 average exodus =—- main troubls is
making contact with people, when you have no organization. Technical
possibilities permit up to 1500, We hope that April-May will see us
reach this goal.

Tunis -- Jews not receiving laissez-passer, cn a monthly basis.
Government decides how meny per month, They agreed on 400 for
December, 4bout 4 - 6,000 are registered.

Algjers -~ 300 monthly leaving —— are organizing to increase to 500
Eo 20 A-
TOTALS (MIN, = 800 plus 400 plus 300 == 1500
(Max, - 1500 500 " 500 - 2500
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Poland ~-- DLon't know what tomorrow will bring in satellite couniries.
Things can change. As of now, the entire Jewish population is leaving.
Jewish officers in uniform come to Isrzel Embassy in Warsaw %o register
for emigration. Incident yesterday with general znd his mother., ZEmbassy
has given out around 15,000 "promessas", with 3,5 people on each. More
than 30,000 people have registered for emigration, Incident: lady wanted
to speak only with Ambassador; she was one of 8 highest judges in Poland;
disappointed with communism, wanted to register. A member of the Politbure
itself has registered. Forty children in orphan's home in Krakow have all
received visas, Estimate that few thousand will remein, that's all -- as
in Bulgaria, Our plan is that a normal aliyah should be 4,000 monthly.
Technical problem is with Polish railroads., <They don't have anough cars,
when
They come out with clothing and that's all, At most,/they can sell
furniture and heavy stuff, they buy & typewriter, radio, washing machine,
because they sell &t very heavy losses, Workers don't have anything;
intelligentsia had good jobs and houses, but leave these behind.

Hungary =-- they promised that from 15 January they will give out new passes
direct for Israel. Don't know whether they will keep their promise. Nothing
really has begun -= we will sse.

Lutek

(In Méscow they are showing a pro-Egyptian film about Sinai war. Jew goes,
Hext day takes wife and kids -- let them have pleasure of seeing Jewish
soldiers, Backfire.)

Russja -= big job is to organize the repatriation -- see how big it will be.
Gomulka wanis all Poles, back to 1939 and as far as Siberia, They say this could
be 400,000 -- and at least 10% Jews, There may be opportunities, with open
trains, loose papers, etc, to get Russian Jews into these convoys as well. We
are weatching this whole thing,

Rumania -~ no movement out -- not even the 150 who were imprisoned for Zionism,
freed and promised emigration. Government broke this promise., Desire among
guarter million Jews to emigrate is terribly strong, same as Poland. #dded to
thiz is the desire for family reunion, beczuse in 1950=51 tens of thousands
Rmanians went to Israel. Will have to watch this.

Hungary -- internal work has three phases , in addition to packages, clothes and
kitchens:
a) give money when it was needed for flight
b) help procure living quarters, since 30,000 dwellings were
destroyed in the fighting
¢) concentrate Jews from small villages into Budapest, bacause they
are afraid to remain in villages. Jewish Fungary will soon be only
Budapest.

Note for futurs — the young fled to Austria -- the families left behind may suffer
seriously.
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6 PM., == U,H.S. —= LOU HOROWITZ
Hungarians registration -- 12,000 (assume 1500 - 2000 Western Europe who
have not registered with us in Vienna)
departures -- 3592
Registrations: 7,300 - USA; 2,000 Canada; 1754 Australia; 309 Brazil
Lepartures to Canada -- 855; U,S. 2,153; Australia 350

Chose Australia to be furthest away from Hungary and because of relatives
already there. By February 1 another 350 might gzet to Australia.

Canada has slowed down considerabls -- could run another 300 for January,
If Cosmos deal works, could be additional 500 -~ commercial deal.

Counselling staff is excellent. They 21l know problem of £elling refugees the
facts of life. They talk their hearts out. Hunzarians are stubborn (says
Plora Levine) and after listening, they say U.S.A, You can't do anything with
them, Ve have even thought of stopping registrations for U.S. Don't want to
come to that. We sell lsrael as hard as we can, Until J.S. stops or slows
down, every Hungarian will stubbornly wait for his chance.

We can't get them to think of South America, where possibilities exist. They
will sit here waiting, no matter how much counsellinz we do.

Feder says only shock treatment will do the trick. Isn't even sure what he
means by shock,

Flora Levine says maybe we ought to have courage not to register any more who
have relatives below uncle. But UHS can't do this and it wouldn't help.

My conclusion: Camps

o ——

HAF
Jan, 1957
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NOTES FOR HAF AT PARIS PRESS CONFERENCE

1 - BArly in December the UJA met to set its budget for the 1957 campaign.
(A few words on UJA money and what it goes for.) There was already evidence
that them® would be e xtraordinary emergency needs in 1957 far ex(;eeding

the limits of our normal budget. \We Qﬁ;ﬁd the delegates, realistic
American business men, for @ special campaign of $50,000,000 to meet these
emergency needs, They considered ‘ﬁnaﬁm, and then they, those
responsible for providing this m%ﬁigd to raise the emergency campaign
goal to $100,000,000 == over tnda'bwd ‘tiﬂ'he' n&rmﬂ $105,000,000 campaign

2 =- This i-‘a/:a&'riﬁc sum to raise = and 12 days ago Mr. Leavitt (identify)
and I came here to 'see._‘ihe gituation .ﬁaa'.‘ ourselves and report back to our
people in America. We have spoken to hundreds upon hundreds while here --
commnity leaders, welfare workers, and, most of all, to refugees. And we
have come to the conclusion that the $100,000,000 when raised may not be

enough.

5 == Upon what do I base thait statement (give' figure of $1,000 - $1,200
as first-year cost for each person). That means the $100,000,000 would
serve 80 to 30 thousand Jewish refugees in 1957. There is ample reason

to think that there may be more.

4 -- Let us look at the Egyptian situation -- This past Monday the front
pages of the New York newspapers gave big stories telling of the arrival
in Marseilles of a boatload of Jewish expulsees from Egypt -- 1,000 of
them. The papers gave in detail the stories of how Jewish properties
were sequesiered, bank accounts blocked, Jewish employees dismissed,
hundreds of Jews imprisoned and interned, forced to sign papers that they

(more)
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ware leaving of their own free will -- and then, because they had signed such
papers, deprived of their citizenship -- for those few who had managed to
attain citizenship. The boat arrived, according to the reports, with 1,000
stateless -- all but a handful of these were native Egyptians, many of the
fourth and fifth generations. Mr. Leavitt ahd I, as you saw in the papers,
were there to meet them -- we talked to hundreds of them and we can echo

what the correspondents said.

4 -- What the paper did not tell, however, was the fact that this sbipload
brought the rmhber of ‘those ‘already expelled .:l'.é well over 6,500 -- by now the
figure, addediisldatly, " ieha Ghlen: b 7,000. = And there is mo sign of any
change, any softening of attitude on the part of t.be Egyptian government.

We already know of a b_oatload of andtﬁer 1,00_(}_ _coming later this month. And

they are arriving every day, by every plane and ship leaving Egypt.

5 -- The Jews of Egypt ‘have been completely tq;.f‘ifarized -~ their economic props
have been removad from them == theircnic rights aretbeing taken away -- there are
only two alternativeé-left to them == to leave Egypt or starve. The refugees

who arrive are com’inced.l'that it . is the aim-of ‘E’g‘pt's rulers to force every

Jew out of the country - and thabt in _a matter of months - perhaps, even before

the summer sets in fully. By the weight of the evidence =- of everything I

have seen, read and heard -- I find myself forced to agree with them.

8 =- a) I am goihg back to America and tell our people that we must be prepared
this year, to take over the care and resettlement of the entire Jewish population
of Egypt, approximately 50,000 men, women and children entirely without money

or means of any kind.

(more)
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b) We must be prepared to provide for the 15,000 Jews who have entered
Austria till now, and for the 10 to 15 thousand that it is estimated will
still come out this year. Whether they stay in Austria or go elsewhere
makes no difference in our needs -- our agencies follow through with people,
and helps take care of them and settle them in the countries to which they go,

starts them off on the road to freedom and self-support.

¢) There are still Jews coming out of the North African countries --
not the mass migration of last year, but still large enough so ithat there are
3,400 in the transit amathﬁraeﬂ.lasright now, waiting for shipment to
Israel. Ve must figure that the total of these :Ln 1957 will be at least
10,000.

7. There you have 'i'tl-- 85 o0 90 thousand from these three areas alone.
And there may be more from Bgypt -- our figure of 50,000 is only an estimate --

there are those who tell us that #60,000 is a more realistic figure.

$100,000,000 ‘seems like a very big figure -- it ds a great sum to have to
raise over and above owr normal needSs It is'the very least, however, if we
are to meet the challenge thie eyents of the last few months have thrust upen

US.

January 11, 1957
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+¥EOM: Raphael Levy >
Director of Publicity
UNITED JEWISH APPEAL
165 West 46th Street ¥OR RELEASE ON RECEIPT
New York 36, N.Y.
EXECUTIVE HEAD OF UNITED JEWISH APPEAL LEAVES FOR SUHVEY OF REFUGEE CRISIS ABROAD

T0 STUDY MOUNTING NEEDS OF AID PROGRAMS FOR JEWS FROM EGYPT, HUNGARY AND OTHER LANDS

Report Will Form Basis of Community Campaigns in Suppert of UJA's $100,000,000
Enmergency Rescue Fund

3 o e e ok o ok ok ok e o K

Babbi Herbert A. Friedman, Executive Vice-Chairman of the United Jewish
Appeal, left on January 1, for an intensive 10-day survey of the mounting require-
mente of UJA-supported refugee z2id operations abroad arising from "the greatest
refugee crisis since the Hitler era."

On his departure, Rabbi Friedman said the chief points on his survey
mission would be in France, Italy and Austria, "where a constantly growing stream
of Jewish refugeees from Egypt, Hungary and a number of other countries of oppree-
sion are awvaiting resettlement in permanent locations,

"The most important purpose of my mission", he said,"is to bring back
to the American Jewish community a first-hand, thorough and factual account of
the greatest refugee crisis since the Nazi terror and the chaos following World
War II. It is hoped that this report will provide local community efforts which
support the nationwide UJA with the basis for campaigns of the necessary scope to
meet our greatest humanitarian responsibility of this decade,"

Rabbi Friedman pointed out that the representatives of the Jewish communi-
ties throughout the country recognized the extent of the emergency last month
when they instructed the UJA to set up a drive for a $100,000,000 Emergency
Rescue Fund over and sbove the UJA's regular 1957 campaign. "The Rescue Fund is
needed," he said, "in order to save and resettle in the United States, Israel and
other countries of the free world a minimum of 100,000 Jewish refugees from

more



- =S
-

The WA executive head said he would visit Paris to confer with leaders
of the Joint Distribution Committee, the UJA-financed agency which cares for refu-
gees in a score of overseas countries,

In Naples he will visit JDC centers which are caring for Jewish refugees
"who were driven out of XEgypt by the Nazi-like torror unleashed by dicator Nasser,"

In Marseilles, he will study the needs of the Jewish Agency operations
which are sheltering and rehabilitating thousarmds of Jewish refugees from the Medi-
terranean area and transferring them to Israel as rapidly as possible, The Jewish
Agency derivee most of its funds from the UJA,

In Vienna, he said, he will confer with officials heading one of JDC's
"most overwhelming responsibilities, caring for the sudden influx of refugees
into Austria from Bungary."

In Austria, Rabbl Friedman sajd, the UJA is "participating to its utmost
in the free world's effort to cope with the massive rescue job," Noting that more
than 150,000 Hungarians fled into Austria since the Russian troops crushed the anti-
Communist revolt, he said that the UJA was hélping to meet the refugee problem
"through the UJA-supported Joint Distribution Committee, which is providing exten-
sive care to the 13,000 Jewish men, women and children who are among the escapees,”

"The JDC", he added, "has set up a fleet of trucks at the Hungarian bor-
der to pick up exkausted refugees crossing into Austria, where they receive temporary
care, Those who wish to go to lsrael, are being transported and resettled there by
the Jewish Agency. The New York Aesocia tion for New Americans, another UJA-financed
organization, is caring for a considerable number of other Jewish refugees who have
reached New York, and must be ready to help several thousand more expected in the
coming months,

RBabbi Friedman said the dual WA effort -~ -~ the Emergency Rescue Fund
drive and the regular nationwide UJA campaign — must meet the needs of 625,000

refugee, distressed and dependent Jews in a score of countries during 1957,

LA



VWednesday, Jenuery 9 7:30 aems Drive to border, stop at Andau

10100 to 11100
11400 to 1213¢

1100 to Z:0BEx30xtaxiz3h
2:30

3545

5120 to 5145

2:45
6345

8300
to 7

8145

M’ Jen, 10
12300 SPLIT

Visit Ausirian govermment reception camp at Eisenstadt and
visit to Austrian govermment camp at Traiskirchen.

Lunch*

Vienna - visit Melzgasse to see shelter and kosher kitchen
in procees of being prepared, by AJDC, for use of Hungarian
Jewish refugees.

Hotel Bristol =~ prees conference celled for 4 p.ms in which
¥r, leavitt, Mr, Friedman, Mr, Feder, Mr, Ziegellaudb (preside)
and ¥xx Dr. Maurer will participate.

Conference of Mr. Leaviti and Mr. Friedman with Dr. Msurer
and ¥re Krell - at Hotel Bristel,

Conference with Mr, Shile

Visit Seitenstettengasse to see nightly reception of latest
border croesing refugees in need of shelter, food and special

Dinner at home of Mr and ¥rs Zisgellaub (followed by con=
ference) for kr. leavitt, lr Frisdsan, Mrs Katszki, kr and
hMtn‘lr-ﬂhh!ﬁ,-m_ A&.{.La-cp

£330 = breskfast with Mr. Ben Tsur, Isrseli Minister in
Vienna, Mr. Leavitt, ¥r, Friedsen, ¥r, Ziegellaub, kr. Feder.

¥re iZiegellaub and Nr. leaviit to meeting of Voluntary Agencies.
Mr, Foder and Mr, Friedean to vieit - -
0Old Age Home and Hoepital in Vienna
Kosher Kitchen - Kleine Faehrgasse ~ which is time that
kosher meals are served for Humgarian Jewish refugees,

CMISSION « NOTE,%::

10: to 11:00

1:00 to 2300

2130 to 3130

3130 to £330
6130
20

Friday, January 11

Vieit to AJDC office for Austria, Waehringerstrasse 2-4 (also
headquarters for United HIAS Service)

Lunch

Iron Curtain countries - ¥r, Bar
Free time for shopping, etce
Dinner

Cpera

L 2R R

Nr, Leavitt and Mr, Friedman leave Vienna « Air France flight
741, €130 a.m, arrkving Paris 12105 noone

e



American Joint Distribuiion Committee
Vienna 9
Waehringerstrasee 2 Al9=545

Samuel Jaffe
Director of Public Relations

NOIE_TO Editiors_spd_correspopdenis

Following are the bagic olements in comnectiom with the press
conference called at the Hotel Bristol, Viemma, by the American Joint
Distribution Committee, Wednesday, Jamuary 9th, 1957.

This material is ngt_to be_relgaged before Thumedey, Januery 10.

Prhelpl speaker at the conference was Herbert A, Friedmen of
New York, sxscutive mu:}h ﬁhi@;ﬂ:wg which has just
launched a special $100,000,000 emergency drive in the United States to
enable the American Joint Distribution Committee and the Jewish Agency
to meet the extraordimary meeds occasioned by recent events in Egypt amd
Hungary and to help Isrsel receive and absorb the thousands of newcomers
seeking haven in that cowntry, Mr. Friedman is in Vienna on a study of
the world Jewish refugee situatiom,

Principal points mede by Mr, Friedman were:

Almost 14 Percent Of Jewish Population Of Hungary
Has Fled Since November 4,

16,500 Refugees More Tham Double Originsl Jewish
Population Of Auetria.

LR

Necessary To Set Up Emtire Program To Meet Religious
And Other Special Needs of Jewish Escapees,

* %

U.J.A. Agencies Program Follows Refugees Wherever
They Go And Helps Integrate Them Into Life Of Countries
Admitting Them,

L

Pledges Full American Support To Jowe Seeking New
Life In Free World.,

* % ®




dlzo purticipating in the conference weres

Hoses A, Leavitt of New York, exscutive vice-chairman of AJDC,
one of the two primary sgencies of UJA, &',Mlﬁunmot
%minwﬁmmmﬂméﬁffmmdMMW
Couneil of Voluntary Agencies for Foreign Relief;

Dr, Ezil Mauver, presidemnt of the Israelitische Euliusgemeinde
cf Vienna;

Fred 2Ziegellaud, AJDC director - Office for Mstria, presided,

Following is & summary of Mr. Friedman's presentations

1- Jews of Americap, through UJA, are seeking to raise a special

fund of §100,000,000 to meet the emergency needs oceasioned by recent

events in various parts of the world - -

- - Egypt, where the entire Jowish population is threstened with
expulsiah,

- = Hungary, from which Jews in unprecendented rwbers are fleeing
in search of freedom.

- = North Africa, where, becauss of unsettled conditions, Jeus face
loss of economic opportunity, in some places their civie and
poditical status, and must be helped to rebuild their lives,

2= 4s executive head of UJA, I have come to see at first hand the

needs of these peopde and to report back to the Jews of Arerica on

their plight and their needs. I am fortumate that acocmpanying me is

Moses A. Leavitt, executive vice-chairman of AJDG, one of the twe

primary agencies of UJA.

We came here yesterday from Naples, where we saw stateless Jewish
expulsees, 1000 of them, arriving from Bgypt. The greel majority of
them were born in Egypt, btut the Egyptian govermment labels them
"gtateless", But I will not dwell on this phase of our problems now,
We have called this conference to discuss the plight of Hungarian
Jewish R refugees and we will deal with that now,
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We need a lot of money to serve the Jews who fled, mmt who are

et1l]l fleeing, from Hmgary - - more than any of the other voluntary

emunerate for you the

agencies working on the same problem. ILet me mmurhexaimridumocfur
reasons for this:

&)

We have a greater proportion of escapees than any
other group, The figures - — Mmgary has a population,
roughly, of 9,000,000 people; of these a little more
than 160,000 have fled to Austriz, almost 2% of the
entinre population,

The Jewish population of!mgwm,-mghh,
120,000, Lrrivals ia Aunatria to date are 16,567, In
oﬁnuﬁ,'nlntumctmmm
atmmm'mtmm.mmz. :
There may be more - ~ I speak only of those who have
Wmh“uﬁ.hmmﬂmuﬂh
which it workds, There are mcre than twiee as many
refugees a: eatlre originel Jewieh population of Austria,

b) We have a smaller proportion of depertures - -

General figuress 92,000 have left of the 160,000 who
cane to Austiria - sbout 60f, Jewish figurest 4,400 have
already left of the 16,500 wko eame - - about 25§, This
ﬁmmmimmnmmgn--
but what it leaves right now is a baeklog of approximately
12,000 Jews needing care from the various Kultusgemeinden,
with finaneisl help and supplamentary services provided
by AJDC,

e) We must spend more to meet religious and other special

Jewish needss
Set up kosher kitchens =
Send kosher food into camps -



Provide prayer boods and religious supplies -

Set up religious schodks for children - (Christisn
commnity of 7,000,000 fustrians can provide religious
facilities for 160,000; a Jewish population of less than
8,000 cannot provide these facilities for 16,500 - - they
have to be built up).

d) Our agencies' job is not over when the people leave
Mstria - -« if they go %o Buropean countries, or Mustralia
or South dmerica, AJDO takes care of their needs, finances
them and helps integrate them in their new surroungings;
if they go to the United States the same job is done by the
New York Association for New iunericans and by the United
Hiss Service - - which, though not a part of UJA, has been
wvoted funds from the special eampaign; if they go to Israel
the Jewlsh Ageney movet them, re-settles them, Our UJA
agencies' job is not over until every one of them is well
started on 2 new life in the commtry in which he wild find

himself,
We have come here to see what is going on and to report back
on needs, as I said originally, But ve have come for ancther

reason - - to meet the people and to ssmure them that the Jews of
Mmerica are behind them in their heroic effort to cast of f the yoke
of commmnist dictatorship and build a new life for themselfes in
the free world.

#i#
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NOTES FOR _PRESS_CONFERENCE __(HAF)

Jews of Amerieca, through United Jewish Appesl, are seeking to
raise a special fund of $100,000,000 to meet the emergency needs
occasioned by recent events in various parts of the world ==

=~ = Egyprt, where the entire Jewish population ie threatened with
expuleion,

- = Hungary, from which Jews in unprecedented numbers are fleeing
in search of freedom.

= = North Africa, where, besause of unsettled conditions, Jews
face lose of economic opportunity, in some places their
civic and political etatue, and gust be helped to rebuild
their lives.

As executive head of United Jewish Appeal, I have come to see

at firet band the needs of these people and to report back to

the Jewe of Emerica on their plight and their needs, I am

fortunate that accompanying me is Moses A. Leaviti, executive

vieewchairmaen

mexbar of Americern Joint Distribution Commitiee, one of the two
prisary agencies of UJA. Mr. leavitt is a member of the Presideni’s
Conmittee on Hungarian and chairman of the American Council
of Voluntary Agencies for Foreign Relief, in which capacities he
will make reports of his own when he gete back to America.

We came here yesterday from Naples, where we saw Jewish
expulsees, 1000 of them, arriving from Egypt. (a few words on this).
But I will not dwell on this phase of our problems now. We have
ealled this conference to discues the plight of Fumgerisn Jewish

ol
refugees and we will hat nowe.

We need a lot of money to serve the Jewe who fled, who are still
fleeing, from Bungary ~ more than any of the other veluntary
agencies working on the same problem. ILd me enumerate for you

the reasons for thie:



a) We have a greater proportion of escapees than any other grouf.
The figure = = Hungary has & population mf roughly, of 9,000,000
people; of these & little more than 160,000 have fled to Austria,
almost 2% of the entire populationa
The Jewish population of Huhgary was, roughly, 120,000. Arriwals
in Augtria to date are 16,567, In other words, almost 14 percent
of the Jewieh population of Hungery has left that country sinee
November 4th. There may be more = = I speak only of these who
have regietered with AJDC and the Jewish organizations with

Wtee e /S el
which it workes ; __a'*f__:“_‘:'}q:z:_‘_:_——ff
aller ao

b) We Bave yportion of depertures - - CGenersl figures:

92,000 have left of the 160,000 who came to Austris - about 60%.
Jewish figures: 4,400 have already left of the 16,500 who came ~
ebout 25 percent. This will no doubt straighten iteelf out as
time goes on - = but what it leaves right mow is n\mof
approxipately 12,000 Jews needing ewr care /> = the wvarious
Kultusgemeinden with financial help and supplementary services
provided by AJDC.
¢) We must spend more to meet especial Jewieh needs:
Set up kosher kitchens -
Send kosher food into camps =
Provide prayer booke and religious supplies -~
Set up religious schools for children
(point up Christien community of 7,000,000 can
provide religious facilities for 160,000; a
Jewish population of less than §,000 eannot
provide these fecilities for 16,500 - = it has
to be built up)

Special shock for people who have suffered iwice
in same generation.

d) Our agenciu‘;}ob is not over when people Beave Austria - =
if they go to Europeen countries, or Australia or South
Americey, AJDC takes care of their neede, finances them and
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and helps integrate them in their new surroundings; if they
Py
ge to the United States the same job is done by and
United HIAS Service =~ =~ which, kkyamgk though not a part of
[T .

UJA,hn been voted funde fnln"apuhl campaigne; if they go
to Isreel the Jewlsh Agency moves them, re-settles them.
Our UJA sgencies Jjob is not over until every ome of them is
woll started on a new life in the country in which he will

find himeelf .

We have come here tc see what is going on kewe and to report back
on needs, ap I said originally, But we have come for another
reason = = to meet the people and to aseure them that the Jewe

of America are behind them in their heroic effort to cast off the
yoke of communiet dictatership and build a new life for themselves
in the free world,

i i #



MR, HERBERT FRIEIMAN ,,,,. New York, January 12, 1957

Feder and Ziegellaub working very well together anc within a week Feder had the thing
under control. There are no longer lines of people on the stairways.

POLISH STORY: It is going very smoothly. Any Jew who wants to apply for an exit
permit, gets it. They are allowed to take out 500 kilos of personal luggage on an
aversze and this means that there are many people carrying more than that. But this

is not all the luggage. The heavy luggage is shipped to Trieste. They take 211 their
clothing, sleeping equipment, eating equipment, plus miscellaneous belongings such as
tools, bieycles, etc, There are all types of people, lots of children, all trades
represented -- not white collar -- they are artisans, etc., zood element. And the
movement goes without a hitch, The Legation in Warsaw has issued 12,000 permessos

which they show at the Polish Ministry of Interior. The exit visa takes about six

weeks, then back to the legation for Passport - takes indeterminate time, depending on
the boat situation. They go byw Warsaw -- 80 meople a day; one wagon

a day, now layingon two. That means 1,000 a week, Get passport, go home, wait for a
telegram to iR report. Takes about ten days., They leave at about 8 otclock in
evening, arrive Vienna next afternocon. (They pay for their transport.) The Balkan
Express leaves at 8,30 evering., 4And at this point it becomes Agency. There are two

car loads out. At 8 o'clock following evening they are in Genmoca. Genoa in hotels,
length of time dependent upon next ship.

This movement will continue rolling. Will be augmented by the repatriation from Russia.
Gomulka insisting upon return to Poland of gll Poles sent there dating back to 139 -=
estimate 490,000 of which estimate 10% Jews, They are already filtering back. The
repatriated are not going through six weeks of processing. They should not have an
opportunity to re-adjust to living in Poland so that they are processed immediately.
Supposing there are 40,000 Jews who will eventually be repatriated and 10,000 from Russia,
The figure inside Poland «- estimates 40 to 70,000, EHigh side people say this is a |
mistake becamse the number of people emergiéng, who had assumed different names, is unknown,
So we say about 70,000, Can't know how this will wind up.

Tanne has a problem on housing -- how to re-organize housing program kecause what you bad

on the drawing boards for North Africans is no good for Poles and Egyptian -- not good in
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type or location, Mr, Tshkol has an idea that the old established kibbutzim might agree
to take in many of these Polish people == with a subsidy.
NORTH AFRIGAN IMMIGRATION
Uutflow about 700 a month from Moroceo; 400 Tunis; 200 Algeria. Lut it down -- a
thousand a month, The Agency trying to put the 1lid on this. @Gibraltar is open.
Marseille camp stands at about 3000 to 3,500, About 4 to 500 leave at a time. This
depends on number of Poles waiting in Genoa,
2,000 Jews from Yemen showed up at Aden and asked for transport.
EGYPTIAN JEWS
Britigh Passport holders are mainly of Yemen origin., 6 or 7,000 Egyptian Jews hold
ltalian passport.
Majority of Ngyptian Jews are in France. But they cannot be absorbed there. Red Cross
gives them 15 days in hotels, Then they are on their own and it doesn't take long before
they don't know what next, Oarte de travail for French citizens -- questionable,
No housing in France and production falling off.
Every plane coming outa of Cairo drops people in Vienna, Every Jew in Egypt can get out;
no visas necessary, He leaves everything behind and he can go out. Iy has sald she
will give a transit visa to any stateless Jew; Belgium has announced the same; France
even will take stateless although they have not announced this.But in Italy and Belgium no
end visas needed., No problem., This plane travel is for the man with money.
Young boy of 18 who was on his way to his uncle and just as soon as he will have ascedtaine
from uncle that mother and younger children could be given a haven by uncle, they would
get onto plane and follow young man, Otherwise the family will proceed to Israel.
The man without money goes to the Eabbinate; gets certificate which he takes to the Red
Cross and he will be taken out on a ship.
No violence in Ngypt, except in the case of internees who were brutally handled by police. |
Those in France will become a charge oh us, Already the COJASUOR has huge case load of
over thousand Egyptisn Jews. There might be between 4 and 5,000 Hgyptian Jews in France.
In Italy about 500 and these are passport holders -- a few hundred elsewhere, Switzerland

and Greece, and then those who have gone to Israel. About 7,000.
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In connection with mention of Agency concerning Egyptians —— Hed Cross says that's bad.
TANNE  wanted to know how much we are going o raise. “hey had put into budget for
first nine months of 1957 income of $10 million from the Special Fund of 1957, cash.
I told him that was a safe figure. Moe told me it was very safe. Now he wants to kmow
how many more millions he can count on. Told him can' t tell him until after Feb, 2nd
and then till after March 3rd. If he can get & few more millions on that and taking
everything else into account, he would then be $20 million short., He thinks in terms of
borrowing, I told him no, One, the New York loan consummated for 1957 has stopped any
kind of PBorrowing around the country. As to who was responsible for N.Y. loan, I told
him Bernstein said that Hammer wrote to Naftali about that., (Naftali is OUT -- he's sick)
Candidates for new treasurer of Jewish Agency —— Dov Joseph? There are no candidates.
Thinking of trying to get Sharett, Sharett more likely to be considered next Prime Minéza.;t
Figure mentioned in connection with JDC -~ the only figure I heard Moe mention was
$5 million,
I do think that *srael is faced with something so emormous that we here, thinking in
terus of raising money, tend to forget their problem, 17,500 units of housing they have
on their plans. First week of January they had 2,000 people. They have a feeling of
panic in connection with housing. At last meeting of Agency Shragai and Kol asked if
it would help if they come to America, Tanne said he was just tramsmitting $heir request.
I told him it won't help for them to come.
Proposal made to reopen camp in Haifa again, Thinking of it very seriously.
These are the huts built six or seven years ago and are now in bad condition,
Second suggestion was camp at Atlith, also in Haifa, where the housing is in better
condition but there are about 5,000 Egyptian prisoners there —— and Egypt in no hurry to
take them back,
CharJe said Finance Ministry in France put up 100 million francs for French nationals
coming into France. By their calculation they have spent 25 million on stateless.
Charlie thinking of going to UN High Commissioner to discuss taking over care and

maintenance for 60 days being settled between French, UN and JDC, TDoesn't know whether

the UN man will listen to him., It¥ is difficult to tell how many people this will
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involve, 4About 7,000 Zgyptian Jews have come out of Egypt, of whom 855 went to Israel
recently and about 500 went there previously. Best are mostly French nationals or
Italian nationals but enough stateless accumulated so that they are already beginning to
present a problem. No one has a figure on it. Charlie doesnIt know what he can
persuade the UN to take on.He does say that it looks as though the JIC will spend in
France in the first six months of 1957 on straight relief for Egyptian Jews probaly
a quarter million dollars -- just France,
4Add that to Vienna spending, straight relief care and maintenance and the bill is big.
A guess on total cost of handling refugees =- $10,000 a day, of which one-third
reimbursible. Soon there will be 10,000 places open in camps, You have a ::;2: of
people whom you must think of in terms of a year. And then some of them may decide
to go on to Israel. Those who remain after that — you can then point out to them
that Austria has no unemployment and pressure can then be put on them to go on to work.
I think they must first be pnésg out of hotel into camps and then from camps to work.
At the point at which all doors are closed, it is finished.
Numbers USA will take -- Rice said that at the President's Committee meeting which he
attended in Moe's absence, they spoke of 5,000 2 month., Lou Horéwkz said yesterday
that it would be 6,500 for next month, There is no total figure so we donlt know what
the figure of Jews will be. Nobody knows for how many months it will go om, but it
won't go on for lonmg.
There are 70,000 non Jews in Austria., Movement to Austris from Hungary is becpming
much more difficult, therefore slower. They are checking papers in Budapest when
psople.want to leave —- the/;gs:ilometora of the way have besen pleughed up sc that there
is marsh and it's heavy going. «..0One lady told that she had set out with a haversaek and
soon threw that away, and then followed her handbag and she finally felt that she should
lie down in the mud and die -~ but she continued and crossed the border..... 4nd then
shooting on the border has increased very considefably in order to terrorize the refugees.
One refugee who arrived with his nine year old son told how RBussian soldiers had spilt

fire at random, athot had hit his wife, she had fallen and he had to leave her by the

way and continue with the young child. We were at the border and as we turned to leave

the azis s-arted shooting.
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As to evacuation of Jews ==

Sgypt =- total evacuation

Poland -- total evacuation if it continues as anticipated

Hungary == 15% already out -— as permanent DP charge in Vienna

North Africa -- running around 1,000 to 1,200 a month (with the 1lid om it)
Israel completely behind in Housing with a first rate political crisis coming up in the
UN,
Tanne said that they can hold out January, February. March we visaalise running
into complete breakdown.
In Hungary, nobody wants to go to Israel; Egypt, they are Unsure although they
probably want to go to Iara.ek Poland, everybody wants to go and they rank from the top
down,

mads
In Italy == 350 beds mxix available,at the requést of the Director-General of the

Ministry of Labor, for Jews.




"RESCUE COMMITTEE" PEOFLE ENDANGER OUR NEUTRALITY

A great service to the communist propagands sgainst Austiria
wss rendered by two members of the "Internetion Rescue Cormmittee"(founded
under American auspices) who, without pernission, traveled to Andau
(Burgenland), seversl 100 meters within hungarisn territory, in order
to help some hungarian refugees to reach the Austrian border, They used
the very mement in which no Austrien border guards were present. The
two foreigners were captured by Hungarian border sentries.

As the "Monteg" has learmed from the Sicherheitedirektion Eisenstadt,
the police et Andau, was informed on Saturday afternoon, by other rmembers
of the previcusly mentioned committee that the American student Dobbs Ferry
and the norwegian student Einar Roos were arrested by the Hungarian sentries
as they had gone several 100 meters into Hungarien territory, under the
pretext of bringing several exhausted refugees to Austria. A bulletin of
the Associsted Press stetes that the Aperican's real neme is Richard Forerbach,
the norwegian's Einar Raue,

Anyway, it would be advisable 1o investigate more carefully the
activities of the various "Rescue Commiitees", which operate at the
Hungarian border, in order to prevent these unfortunate incidents. Activities
beyond the border erdanger Austria's neutrality end add nourishment to the

accueations of the communist states mgainst Austrims.



CONFIDENTTAL Jorvimany TEAqT

NOTES ON EGYPTIAN SITUATION
" BY RABBT HEREERT FRIEDMAN

I'm not going to put these in any order at all. One fellow I met
said that there wouldn't be a single Jew living in Egypt in three months., The
man who said this had been born in Cairo., Four generations, as far as he knew,
of his family had been born there. Originally his ancestors came from Hebrem,
in Palestine, many, many generations ago. He was Tunisian by nmationality. He
had rented a house, he owned the whole houseful of furniture, ani he owned a
crushed stone plant. This was all gone. Onthe 30th of October he heard about
the invasion on the radio and he left his house in Cairo and went to his sister
in the suburbs £ for ten days. He came back home on the 11th of November and a
police officer came to him that night, at around midnight, and told him that he
had %o sign this paper., He asked what the paper was and the officer said that
the paper simply acknowledged that he had been told by the police officer that
he had to stay at hoe. He stayed in the house, the servant went out to buy
food, and then, after ten days, he heard on the radioc that all Tunisians and
French were allowed to leave their homes. So that he went out of the house on
the st of November and he went to the police station. The police told him
that he had to leave the country in ten days. On the 28th of November he cashed
his monthly check and went down ani bought a ticket on Sabena Airlines and left
the country, His bank account was blocked, he wasn't allowed to cash anything,
he got out with four mix suitcases of clothes, he arrived in Faris on the 4th of
December, the Red Cross gave him fifteen days at a small hotel, and he has been
waiting ever since to see what wk would happen to him,

Another Jew told me that he believed three months was the limit
for all the Jews in the country. I asked him, "ihy three months?" Ani he said
that they had all been repeating to each other what they heard from police
officers, The police officers told them that when the time of the date of the
renewal of the residence came up on the 3lst of March there would be no renewals.
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leaving the country of his own free will, and he said that most of the Jewish
population in the country was in a panic, T asked him what he was going to
try to do and he saki he was going to try to get a job here in Paris, that if
he couldn't he would go to Israel. A reasonable time would be about sixty days.
If he does go to Israel he wants to fight because he wants to give back to them
what they gave to him,

Another one said to me that the stateless and the Egyptian Jews
would go to Israel, that even foreign natiomals would eventually go to Iarael
because they would realige that only one door was open to them, Without money
or jobs, he said, psople cammot stay in France very long.

One man, who was very x frantic and very excited, came up aml said
that he had a printing plant which had cost him 550,000 and twenty years of
effort; he showed me pictures of his personnel amounting to about fifty people.
He sald that he had been printing labels for Coca Cola and for Shell 01l and
that he had a very good clientele and that they took the plant away from him
overnight, and what could he do %o get it back?

Another man said that he had had a small novelty shop on the main
street in Cairo, that he had received a telegram from his brother-in-law in
Montreal and he was trying to get him a visa o Canada, The next day, after
he got the telegram, the police came and took away this very small business from
him, saying that they knew he was leaving and that they were taking the business
as a guarantee that he would pay his taxes. He said that this was just plain
expropriation and wanted to inow what he could do about it,

Another man sald that a policeman had offered him 5 for a refri-
gerator and when he didn't want to sedl the refrigerator for L5 the policeman
said that he would take it for nothing if the man didn't accept the L5 and he'd
better take it,

One man, a publicity and theatrical agent, didn't think that very
many Jews would go to Israel and he offered three reasons for it., First of all,
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he said, the fear of warj secondly, the fear of discrimination against Sephardim
in Israely ami thirdly, the fear of trying to learn the Hebrew language.

Ancther man made it very clear that he had not been expelled but that
he had been advised to leave -- and he suggested that I put the word "advised" in
quotations marks -- but that such advice to lsave was the same as w expulsion,
because what choice did he have?

A woman said she had heard a rumor -- she didn't know whether it was
true -- that they wanted Jews to wear yellow arm bands and that the Chéef Rabbi
had sald that if they were forced to do this he would go to the American Consulate
and he would ask for UN planes to come and take them out just as they were,

One man came over -- he was a professor of Arabic language -- who had
had a building, worth iky€0@ 140,000, which he rented out as a school and had the
income as his living expense. They took the property away from him, they gave
hinm 24 hours to leave, and he had sort of a paralytic shock as a result of it.
When I saw him he was limping heavily on one foot md hex was dragging the other
one behind him, walking with the aid of a cme, He begged for more time than the
24 hoursy they wouldn't give &t him any more time. They wouldn't let him get
any money and threw him out.,

I had lunch with Ambassador Tsur and asked him why it was that
Israel had brought up the fact in the United Nations about what &k was happeming
to the Jews. Wouldn't it have been better if some other country had brought up
this whole complaint? And he said that they had tried, desperately; to get some
other country to make the protest in the UN about what was happening to the Jews
in Egypt and they couldn't get a single other country to do it and so Israel had
to do it themselves.

He gave some figures on the Jewish population in Egypt which I
think are not accurate, because I have some later on which I thinkare more
accurate. But take his dowm and then compare them to the ones I have later om.
He thought that the population was approximately 40,000 to 45,000, of whom
20,000 are féreign natiomals, 5,000 Egyptian, 15,000 stateless. You have dif-
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ferent figures? I have some differett ones too and we'll gee how they check out.
He said that Egyptians coming to France cammot be absorbed in Framce, that the
French Egyptians themselves camnot be absorbed, let alone the Jewish French
Egyptians. The Jewlsh community is pressed by the North African Jews,let alone
the Egypkism newer Egyptian arrivals., The Israel govermment gave a gunarantee to
the French and the Ttalian governments that snyone who goes to the Swiss Legation
in Cairo and says that he wants to go to Israel should be given transit visas to
mﬂrmemmmmmmﬁmu«sﬁmmm
wﬂdmhitmtmwmww. By the way, he indicated
that most of the British passport holders among the Jews were Yemenites; that
they hed gotten their Eritish citisenship through the crown colony in Aden; and
that if you locked into the origin of most of the Egyptian Jews who are British,
that they are British via Yemenite derivation,

He had the feeling that while at the beginning many refugees say
they don't want to go to Isracl that after a few months most of them will reach
the conclusion that that's their only solution, Then he wentm on to talk about
Morocco and Tunis and Algierda but fimkibix that's not relevant to this discussion,

Now here's a vonversation in Rome with Haskel on the 4th of Jammry.
mz,iwmmmmmmudmm,dmnau
400 were laft in Ttaly and 2,000 others had passed on to kother countries, and
that must mean a great bunch of them right on here in Framce. O0f the 400 who
stayed in Thaly as of that date most were Italian passport holders, His estimate
wvas that probably 6,000 to 7,000 Egyptian Jews were Ttslian nmationals, and again
wvhen I asked him what their origin was he said that in applying for Italian
citizsenship in Ttaly in the past most of them had given Livorno as their place
of rorigin, And the reason was that many decades ago, just somewhere before 1900,
there had been a tremendous fire in Livorno and all the records were destroyed.
So that the Jews in Egypt went to the Ttalian Consulate, said that they were
originally from L&vorno -~ there was no way of £ checking on them -~ and they
bought Ttalian passports at that time, Most of them had never been in Italy,
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speak no Ttalian, and that's similar tc the British Jews, Yemenite in origin,
The Ttalian Jews are Livorno in origin, Now most of the 400 who were in Italy as
of the 4th of Jamuary, he said, required only financial help, There was nothing
else that had to be done for them at the moment because as Ttalian nationals they
could either move out of the small hotels in which they were being kept and go
out into the economy and try to find a job, or, if they wanted to go on to Israel
as Italian natiomls, it certainly was an sasy thing for them to do.

Now on the arrival of the ship., The figures I have here are that
there were 976 on board, The ship was under the ICRC charter; the escorting
agent was Robert Porchet. Of the 1,000, 78 were interned. Now there was one
famlly -- Stein, for instance -- of whom three people were imprisoned. Their
story was, when I asked how did they select those who were going to be internmed,
their version was they took Jews with money into the internement camps in order
to get the money. And the story was universal. In the @itadel Prison in Cairo
for ons dayy 4n the Abassia School for f two months; 4in the Alexandria Prison
for one day on the way out. The first fifteen days in the prison in Abasska were
very bad, There were sixteen to twenty people in each roomy the guards insulted
them; armed guards accompanied them to the lavatories even. For the first two
days they weren't given anything to eat. After the first fifteen days, which were
so very bad, then they let them down into the courtyard for two hours every day.
A1l the windows were closed in their rooms, They were allowed no news from the
outside, no mail, no visitors, no nothing. They were taken from the Abasssia in
Cairo, on the train, up to Alexandtia, the men in handeuffs, one day in the
prison in Alexandria, and escorted onto the ship by the Egyptian police. One of
the Stein people was on the ship's committee. Another person on the ship's com-
mittee, which consisted of four people, was a Doctor Cohen. He had been three
generations born in Egypt. He was stateless., He was the pathologist in the
Jewish Hospital in Cairo, which the Egyptiang took over. They threw out all the
doctors and all the patients. It's a 250-bed kmxim hospital. They wouldn't let
the doctors take their instruments with them., He wanted to take -- even his
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stethoscope they wouldn't let him have, Their version of internees were:
stateless, 1503 DBgyptisn, 1303 all other natiopalitiss, about 220. They
Shpersn figured there was a total of 500 people who had been interned.

A typleal story, for instance, was as follows: A man w said, "I
was released from internement on board the ship. I signed on the 17th of Nov-
enber that I wanted to leave the country. My car, the money in the bank, every-
thing was left behind., They let us take out £100 sterling per person, LSO
sterling per child, We paid Fl1 tax to buy that 5100 traveler's check. They
didn't 1imit us on the baggage but they said no jewelry, no radios, no sewing
machines, no new watches; uitﬂnwhmdhhn. We were allowed
b5 of pocket money in cash in addition to the ¥ of the traveler's check. The
E100 traveler's check was marked "Fayable only in the United Kingdom." He
thought that the average baggage per family, measuring by himself and a lot of
friends of his whom he imew, for the one, or in mest cases two, suitcases whidc
each ons took out, it averaged around 100 or 150 kilos per person. And when
we sgw the suitcases they brought down from the ship they were tremendousj they
were really not just suifcases as we know them -- small trunks -- most of them
new, cbviously just bought fob this purpose, and you could easily see that ome
faxkkx of them could carry 50 kilos worth of stuff in each oneof those two pleces
of baggage. The man said, quote, "we never thought they were goingk to do such
a thing to us," unquote.

Another fellow said, "My family received a written order to go to
the passport office, which is a branch of the Ministry of the Interior. At the
passport office I received a verbal order of expulsion. I tried to keep the
written order which sent me to the passport of fice, but they took that written
note back from me and tore it up because they said I didn't need it any more,
I had already reported to the passport office, they were now expelling me ver-
bally, and I didn't need any written note.”

I talked to one man who asked that his name not be used., Hs was

thx an agont's publisher of the Readers Digest. Apparently he had the distribu-
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tion for the Readers Digest in Egypt. He was 52, stateless, his father had come
from Russia, He had two months in the Abassia Prison, the same story. He had
to bribe the guards to bring him some food, no member of the family could visit
him, He went on the train from Cairo to Alsexandida in handecuffs. He sold his
frigidaire and his furniture to get his money for tickets. His son is trying to
sell whatever of the rest he can and will come out, He had a twenty-year-old
daughter with him and she said, "It was horrible there; Jjust like the Nazi times
that I heard about,” He took out of his pocket the keys to his car -~ it was an
English Morris. He said he had paid 1930 for the car. He left the car behind,
He wanted to give it to his son, who was styying behind, They wouldn't let him,
so he said, "I at least took the keys away from them,"

Another man said, "I had a jewelry shop., They closed it."

Another man said, "We had a building. We left it."

Another man said, "They sent me a letter. They told me to leave.”

Another man said, "I was a dental mechanie. I took ry wife and
three sons and I ran."”

A young boy, a student, aged 17, sald, "I was supposed to pget a
visa to contimue studies in England. At the Ministry of Education they told me,
"Get out, you are a Jew, we won't give you any visa to England . %' He asked, "what
does the Department of Education have to do with religion?® At school they told
me, 'Get outy; you're a Jew.' Why should we stay when they tell 3 me things like
this. I'm going to Israel to shoot Egyptians.”

Another young fellow, also about 18, said that his father had stayed
behind to try to sell the house. He figursd that the house was worth about
54,000, His father had been offered 150 for i%, hadn't wanted to sell it, and ®
was staying behind in order to try to get a better offer.

One woman came off the ship screaming, She had gone mad, I asked
Porchet whether she had been that way when she went on board and he said no, that
she had been glright when she came on., 5he snapped on the voyage and she was just
in sort of a catatonic state, And she refused to disembark. They had an ambulance
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walting down on the dockside and three, four doctors -~ and you know the Italians
are very excitable -- and she Just wouldn't get off. And tie tried to start to
pull her off and she started to smrimm scream. You could hear her over the whole
dock, Finally they strapped herm onto a stretcher and they took her off, And
Haskel comes over and he scratches his head and he says, "What will we = do with
her now?"

Now on the 7th of Jamary, the next day after that ship came in, we
sat down with what we felt were the most responsible people we could get our
hards on, There were two or three members of the ship's committee; there was a
guy from the Rabbinate in Alexandiia who knew the whole story insidejy and this
was the composite story that we get from the responsible people. The approach of
the Egyptian government -~ this is part of the whole concept of the diabolical
cleverness of the whole thing -- is foreign national Jews are not being persecuted
as Jews. They have been persecuted as -- if they would admit to that -- as un-
desirable foreign aliens. Out of the 7,000 French and 9,000 British,these attacked
us. S5So we have nothing mgin against them as Jews. We don't want them in our
esountryy they're undesirable foreign aliens, We have severed mrelations with
their countriesy we don't want them in our country. The foreign consuls protested
against this, The Egyptian government said they were simply undesirable and would
be expelled, Now the Egyptian government also anncunced, internally in Egypt, that
there are 56,000 Egyptian Jews and these people, especially the fellow from the
fabbinate, wanted us to know that this was a false figure, completely, This was
a cover in order to show that whatever anybody would claim to be & large muber
of expulsions of Egyptian Jews would never appear to be very large, because the
Egyptians would say they did expell 16,000 French and British, that they had a
right to do as undesirable aliens, but they will always claim that they weren't
¥u doing anything to the very large mumber of Egyptian Jews who were remaining
behind, So they set up idnd of a windudll of 56,000, so that if a few thousand
did get out it would still not look quite as bad, Now they made a tremendous
point of our knowing this because they said there are nothing like 56,000 Egyptian
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Jews and they have inflated the figure in order to make their terror look less
severe,

Now here 45 what their figures are -- these guys who mxx say they
think they lmow pretty accurefiely, In Cairo there are 4,000 families who pay
taxes to the Rabbimate, and they estimate that that means 16,000 people. Their
estimate of non-taxpayers is 20,000 people; and in Alexandria 20,000 people.
Then in several other small commnities there are a few hundred here and a few
hundred there. The pre-expulsion population, meximum, runs to 60,000,
SEITENMAN: That agrees with the figures we have.

FRIEIMANs That agrees, alright., DNow they treak it down into these three cate-
gories: A1l foredign nationals -~ 7,000 French, 9,000 British, Greek, Ttalian --
there's a total of 20,000, All foreign nationals, passport holders, 20,000 -- a
few Spanishj second category: Egyptiams, 10,0005 third category: stateless,
25,000 to 50,000,

SEIDENMAN: That's higher than our fimres.

FRIEIMAN: So 4f you take 20,000 for mationsls, 10,000 for Egyptians, and take
your maxirmm, 50,000 for £ stateless, that gives you your 60,000, Now ssale it
down from there. If they're high on the 50,000 for the stateless, drop it to
25,000, drop it to 20,000, You come down %o a minimum of 50,000, If you wanted
to drop the stateless to 20,000 it gives you 50,000, If you want to drop foreign
nationals from 20,000 to 15,000 it brings you down to 45,000,

SEIDENMAN: VWhat's interesting about this is that we've got figures of an of ficial
1847 census, from which Jerry has done a caleulation about emigration since X852
1947 and what would be considered a normal demographic increase in population,
and gets down to about 60,000,

FRIEDMAN: Now what I've gol here is a summry of economic measures that were
talen, the ecoromic pressures, and thds is a condensation of all the opinioms and
I've tried to put it into some kind of neat and systematic form, and I've got it
here in the form of ten points:

1. 211 big business owned by Jews were sequestered. Let me make a footnote on
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what we mean by big businesses. Apparently in Egypt there were two kinds of
businesses: things that were callsd big socleties, big firme: insurance com-
panies, banks, stores, export-import companies, which were really big, involved
a lot of capital, a large mumber of employees, a large volume of sales per year)
ard the other all kinds of swall private businesses, the petits commercants. So
point mawber one is that all the big % businesses were sequestered.
2., Some of the small shopkeepers are still managing to hold on: 1ittle jmmik hole-
in-the-wall stores, little concessions, where there are very few employees, very
small amourt of business, these are still, some of them, in Jewish hands and you
could say that some small shopkeepers are still helding on.
5. No Jew can get an import license or an export license, so that all Jews who
are involved in that business are to all intents and purposes put out of that
business.
4, Apparently & fairly large number of Jews were salesmen, or agents for firms
abroad, Therefore they were all put out of work due to the mmk ban on the export-
import licenses. Amybody commected, even in an indirect capacity, as a salesman
is affacted by the ban on the export-import licenses. Somthat a fairly substantial
mmber of salesman are also now with no employment,
5. A1l Jewish employees of sequestered bilg businesses were discharged, Then what
happened, some of these businesses were paralyzed by the discharge of the Jewish
employees and so what happened was that they took back some few Jews with the
clear intention,that was stated to these people, that they would =s be replaced
with Egyptians in the fubture as quicidy as possible as soon as their replacements
could be trained. Therefore it's fair to say that all Jewish employees were
discharged., The exceptions are so few and they alsowlll be discharged just as
soon as their replacements are trained, that that point could almost be made as
a generalization.
6. Almost all Jewish govermment employees were suspended, put "on holiday" without
salary, It was made clear to them, technically, that they were not being fired but
that they were just being put on vecation, I said before almost all govermment
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employees; those few goverment employees who were in special $dechnical positions,
mmmmumummiw.auwu
wm“mwmmmmmumm.ammﬁwm
when they have trained thedr replacements they too will be suspended.
8. A1l bank accounts are blocked according to the following three categories of
Jews, categories made up for economic reasonss The first category are those whose
businesses are sefuestered, and there is a pretty general concensus that the total
number of pecple involved in this is 700, mostly large businesses but many small
ones as well, The second group is called the blacklist, on whom there were 800
names, but it was constantly being added to. Now you got on the blacklist for any
one of a mumber of reasons. If you received a letter from Israelj 4if you had
ever visited Israelj if you were a member of the Jewish Maccabee Clubj anything
that they could find which would make you, in their minds, an active Jew, or a
nationalist Jews, or a Zionist-oriented Jew, for any reason, or, if you were simply
denounced by somebody. And the whole business of denunciation comes in here.
That's how they accumlated the blacklist which everybody refers to, which is a
&m. They think there are 800 names on it now but it's constantly being
added to, And the third category are those k who had been interned, and they
agree that that constitutes about 500 people according to the breakdown I gave
bafore. Now those three categories, those who have been sequestered, those on the
blacklist, and those who are intermed, there wight be some overlapping because all
three things might have happened to ome guy. So it doesn't make any sense to add
upp 700, plus 800, plus 5005 that doesn't get you anywhhere, But anybody in those
three categories is allowed to withdraw up to E75 a month from his bank accourt for
living expenses. Now the rest of the Jews are so-called free Jews and while there
has been no law regulating what they may or may not draw out of these blocked
acoounts their experience shows that withdrawals might be made up to LR200 monthly,
that beyond that it got dangerous, because if you drew more than that then they
came around and they sequestered you, or they put you on the blacilist, or they
might even interne you and then you were automatically shoved back into one of
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mmmmmms. So they fourd cut that amybody who tried
to draw more than B200 was getting hinself into a dangerous situation. M'su.
far as the blocked acoounts are concerned and what can be drawn from the blocked /
hmmmmmmumdmmmmmm-
tiable and vhish they trisd to sell when they found that the bank accounts were
blocked couldn't be sold. No exception on this for anybody, no difference in the
iz three categoriss or in the free Jews. No holdings can be sold, Al holdings
are blocked,
10. Property -~ personal, private propertyx -- cannot be sold at all if a Jews is
in any one of the three categories, He can't sell anything. Now for the free
Jews, again experience has shown themm, that furniture and jewelry in small amounts
can be sold without danger. It doesn't bring Svem very much. You get a typical
story, as you know, the :200 refrigerator is sold for L20 or E15, the ES00 worth
of furnmiture might bring E100. But small amounts of furniture and small amounts
of jewelry can be gold for personal living expenses. Any larger economic trans-
actions, anything that's callsd substantial, 1ike an automobile, a plece of real
estate, anything % of that sort carmot be done at all because the owmer winds up
on the blacklist, or he winds up being sequestered. So the squeesze is complete.

Now those ten poimts sum up what I was able to find out about the
economic businesses and employment and bank accounts and holdings and personal
property.
SEIDENMAN: For the benefit of your notes don't you think it would be useful to
report who the committee consisted of? You don't have to give their names if you
don't want to put it in, but do you want to say who they were., You say it's a
responsible commlttee on the ship, bubt who were they?
FRIEDMAN: Well, ome person was from that Stein family, which was apparently quite
2 gwealthy family, One person was a man by the name of Rosario, who was apparently
an active leader in the Cairo Jewish commnity, The third person was the guy from
the Rabbinate, one of the staff members, one of the personnel of the Rabbinate in
Alexandria, And the fourth person was a doctor from the Jewish Hospital in Cairo.
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Alright, now I've given you these ten categories of things. One other
point, May Fremch and British Jews gave their money and jewels and whatever they
could into the Swiss Consulate before leaving, because Switserland was representing
these pecple, and they said that literally much was left on deposit in the Swiss
Consulate.
JACOBSON: Did they say also about stateless smim and others who did the same thing?
FRIEDMAN: DNo. :
JACOBSON: Some did. There was no responsibility talen,
FRIENMAN: Now after describing the ecomomic picture they wound up by saying that
they felt there was absolubely no future for the Jewish pepula tion of Egypt, that
everyone mst go and that everyone realises that it's impossible for Jews to stay.
And they think that this applies totally. They say it's foolish to make any
caleulations that only some Jews will leave. They think there's going to be a
tremendous rush on at the end of March and the begimning of April for two reasons:
one becanse mft the residence has got to be m renewed on the 5lst of March, and
the second reason is the winter; that once the winter begins to come to an end
they will be less hesitant about traveling to Burope.
SEIDENMAN: But that sounds as 4if they can pick their time a 1ittle bit which, in
view of the telegram, "How can you get somebody out?" they're saying that people
cantt just pick up and go. Bubt if they're waiting flor the winter to end it would
seem as if they could exercise a voluntary choice and decide when they are going
%o go, if 1% does not involve expulsion, of course.
FRIEDMAN: mmmmmmmmmu.
JACOBSON: There's an element of choice invelved.
FRIBDMAN: Now the fellow we saw on the airplane today, for instance, ten people
came out of an S5AS plane that left Cairc yesterday and landed in Vienna this
morning. There were ten Jews on it., One of them was this young bog, We talked
to hinm and he said, "My father is dead. My mother stayed behind with the two
younger children, She's selling what she can. She plans to come out in about a
month,”
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SETDENMAN: Well then why are we saying that we can't help somebody get cut?
FRIEDMAN: Well how can you help scmebody move out?
SEIDENMAN: Now you Just say that they can exercise a certain amount of choice,
So what's preventing -- the person for whom the relatives in America are intervening
-- what, theoretically, is preventing that person from coming out?
FRIEDMAN: What's preventing the relative from helping him come out?
SEIDENMAN: No, let's forget about that for a minate,
FRIEDMAN: No one is preventing him from coming out.
JACOBSON: The United States govermment, number one.
SEIDENMAN: No, he's not asking to be brought to America, The relative in America
is not saying, "How can T get him to America? Tiat's a separate...
JACOBS0ON: He has no place to go.
FRIEDMAN: There are two kinds of questions that cone from Anerica, from relatives:
How can I help him get ocut of Egypt? is one question., The ansder is actually you
don't have to help him, he can come out himself,
JACOBSON: He can come out if he wants to go to Israel. He can't come out if he
wants to go elsewhere undess he's got an end destination visa.
FRIEDMAN: Well, you can't get him an end destimation visa.
JACOBSONs But you see if you talk to the Swiss in Bgypt and you say to them yom
want to go to Israel they will arrange for getting x out because they have arramp-
ments with several governments, If you simply talk to them and sg you want to
leave then they're not prepared to help you. For example if a gx guy wants to
go to France he's got to meet certain conditions. He's got to have a relative in
France whom he's going %o ...
FRIZSIMAN: Well look, excuse me, I don't want to interrupt but I'am short of time,
So the answer to what answer to give the Jews in America who want to help their
relatives in Egypt is not relovant to these notes. I just want to give you what's
here. Uhat they say is that there will be a big rush in Merch and April, after
March X% 5lst, when the winter is over. There may be 1,000 on every ship going
out, Now that's a rhetorical statement, but it indicates the mood. People now
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are preparing for April, they say; that's the mood among the Jews. One fellow
Smocfeiin said,dim "The day we got transit #isas for Italy was lile Purim, We
embraced each other."

Now the fellow from the Rabbimate in Alexandria said that the persomnel
of the Grand Rabbimte are in danger. They are all under surveillance and that
we should knmow that there's an actual element of physical danger and we shouldn't
be surprised if the people from the Grand Rabbirate are arrested inside Egypt and
we ought to try to think in terms of being very astute about that and if we hear
about 1t we ought to realize that these are people who x have given their lives to
help other people and we ocught to do the best we can through the Swiss and anybody
else to get them out of internement, should they be arrested and interned. In
other words they wanted us to be very much on the ball as far as that point was
concerned,

Then they told the story of the declaration of the Grand Rabbd, There
were two versions of it., One version was timt the Grand Rabbi, Nachum, and his
secretary and a committee were brought together; that the govermment prepared the
speech and ordered him to say it in Hebrew, French and Arabdcj and they told him
that if he refused, they, the Egyptien governmamt, were going to say publicky that
every Jew in Egypt was dangerous and might be arrested. So that under that
threat he agreed., The other version of the story was that they went to the Rabbi
and sald, "Rither you are an Egyptian and you make this statement, or, if you
follow the line of Isral] and refuse to make this statement, all Jews in the
country will be sequestered.” And he was glven this chéice a half an hour before
the meeting, the radio and the press people had already been called to his house —-
that's where the interview was given -- they set up the microphones and the
paraphernalia and 2 half an hour beforehand he was told, "You make this statement"”
-= which they prepared for himy both versions agree that it wasa prepared state-
ment which was handed to him -~ "either you do this or we'll sequester the busi-
nesses.” Nor the two versions therefore are: either you do this or we arrest
everybody, or, either you do this or we will sequester all the hmex businesses;
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those are the two versicns. Both versions agree that he was put up to the cholce
a half an hour before and that all preparations had been made inside his owm home.
They came in and they set up everything. They called the press together. Add he
kmuckled under and did it.

I just wrote down fer myself for this press conference., When you put
it together like this it shows you. Ome fellow said, "Not a single Jew will live
in Egypt in three months." Another fellow said, "I think all the Jews will be
expelled, a very few may remain.” Another man said, "Most of the Jews are in a
panie.” Another man said, "No future for tie Jewlsh population of Egypt. All must
leave.” Now you add upy it's like hammer blows, Everybody is saying the same
thing in different words.
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Immizration January through June fifty thousand. July five thousand
ninety four estimate Auguet five thousand five hundred estimate
September through December twenty four thousand makirg maximum estimate
July through December thirty five thousand and years total eighty five
thousand., Immigration plan for six months October through March 1958
thirty seven thousand plusl:;;;?:mm in event opening up
Rumenia other possible increases Bastern Europe. Since possibllity
Rumanian unfreeze not unlikely quite conceiveble some increase estimate
plans 1957 though this una.afinita. Suggest following publicity line cuote
immigration first eix monthe 1957 fifty thousand and figure remaining
second six months not far short with immigration 1958 _eontin‘niic
aporoximately same level unquote.
Ky letter will substantiate this estimate 2s feasible if funds
available.
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