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DRAFT PROGRAM FOR JERUSALEM CONFERENCE PREPARED BY UJA NEW YORK,.

OPENING SESSION TUESDAY, JUNE 24, 1958 9:00 PM

Chairman -- (American to be selected)
National Anthems of the United States and Israel with orchestra and choir
The chief rabbi of Israel, Dr. Herzog

(to extend the greetings of the city of Jerusalem and

to bless the conference)

The American Ambassador
(to extend greetings and welcome the Americans)

A musical selection by the orchestra and choir

The chairman of The Jewish Agency Executive -- Address

The Executive Vice-Chairman of the United Jewish Appeal -- Address
A musical number by the orchestra and choir

The President of the State of Israel

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25, 1958

MORNING =-- Visit to Jerusalem Exhibition

NOON -« Assembly of conference participants in main hall of exhibition;

Address by Mayor Agron

2:30 PM Business Session at Hebrew University:
American Chairman-calls meeting to order
Community Cash Announcements
Cash Total and Campaign Report

Address by Mr. Avraham Harman

5:30 PM Garden Party Reception by the President
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EVENING SESSION - 9:00 PM
American Chairman -- calls meeting to order

Israel Army Songs
(2 or 3 numbers)

General Laskov =-- Remarks
The Treasurer of the Jewish Agency -- Address
The Yrime Minister of Israel

Edward M, M. Warburg -- Response

THURSDAY, JUNE 26, 1958

Mt. Herzl -- Ceremony at grave of Herzl with cantor and one short
memorial speech about the meaning of Dr. Herzl, his
life, his ideal and what it means to the life of every
Jew who is present at the grave.
Walk in silent meditation to the Military Cemetary for another
ceremony including one short talk not exceeding 5 minutes.

Sign Memorial Book. Distribution of pin or scroll.



Notes made during visit to Europe and Israzel.

Eric Rosenberg -- Ashville, N.C.

Jews in Cermany will not emigrate, except under pogrom circumstances.
Numbers are increasing. Those coming back are the ones unsuccessful
elsewhere. Economic prospects are good.

Some say they feel well adjusted in Germany -- on other hand, one commumity
leader said that when his son (now 14) is old enough to serve in German
army, he leaves for Israel..

No qualified leadership personmel. They are people of good intentions =--
took leadership perforce in 1945 @ 1948 -- and are doing best they can.

Jewish population will increase in near future by immigration =-- but I
am not optimistic in long run. I have no confidence in attitude of
Germans toward Jews.  In long run Jews will not be part of community --
are just there by economic expediency.

There will be numbers of Jews, but no commnity.

They deserve help -- moral support and professional workers -- not
necessarily money. I spoke with them about own fund-raising -- told
them not to be schmorrers.

The economic security is a cover over a deeper tragedy -- because most

of these people are the misfits. An old couple (Germany - Shanghai - Israsel -
Germany) said that they felt in Paradise. They never had it so good.

This is the tragedy -- they are happy if they eat and are not killed.

Wént to Synagogue in Frankfurt where I had lived many years. Sad because
I recognized no one. Happy because I saw ten Jews (Eastern) reading
Torah with Rashi.

Cannot condemn those who went back. Who knows whether it is safer in
Germany, or in France, for instance, if there is a2 radical enti-semitic
fascist movement after De Galle? Most of the parachutists of Massu
are former SS (via the Foreign legion). In such event there could be a
mass migration back from France to Germany of former Cerman refugees.

-

On restitution =-- German government officially says it will continue.
Some say that the climate toward Jews is changing (also German economic
prosperity is flattening out) and that there is a possibility of getting
less, Time is werking against us.

Divil service is getting anti-semitic.

American Jewish Committee also thinks the German attitude is unreconstructed.
Their polls show this.

- -
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Cermans don't talk about Jewish problem, because there are so few Jews
around =-- but this is also an indication, because there is no public admission
of guilt (outside of government).

To force the Jewish community to become more self-sufficient, Claims Conf.
money should be reduced (spread same money over 12 years instead of next 6).
If you do this, there is the psgchological problem of taking away from them
what they consider is theirs.

l. EGYPT -- movement to Brance (or any other country) in transit to U.S.

2. POLAND =-- continues -- either repats. frozen and therefore in need, or
can emigrate.

3. FRANCE -~ serious people are pessimistic. De Gaulle is only a beginning.
People in background waiting to take over or exploit De Gaulle are not
friendly to Jews.

A group was formed in London to concern for potential political refugees from
France. (Story in London Observer)

Will be tightening of regulations re refugees, transit visas, work permits,
residence cards, etc.

Overt acts of anti-semitism. Police riots, Tombeatl inscriptions, feeling
of uneasiness.

4.  ALGERIA -~ will be sharpening of conflict, Jews will have to choose sides.
Sich a predicament may force an emigration. And this may not be able to
channel itself to France.

Karlikow -- De Gaulle never connected with anti-semitism. Is privately
(dﬁwn favorable to Israel, as are most of his cabinet ministers.
. : et m) De Gaulle does not necessarily represent only the Right,

- -

ALGERIA -- Colons are very antie-semitic. If they come out on top, the
Jews are in trouble.

If any real anti-semitism starts in France, it will certainly spread to
Belgium and other European countries.,

-

Well-being of Jews depends upon a country being democratic. If democracy
has broken down in France, this is a catastrophe, both for Jews in France,
or other countries. Whether De Baulle wins or loses, the Jews lose
(because after de Gaulle comes military dictatorship
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Sitting on three powder-kegs
1. De Gaulle and France
2. Nasser and U.A.R.
3. Eastern European satellites

e e

or- Q™
Passman: Strongest appeal must be on basis of Israel's emergency. There
%’ A the emergency is real, if it is not anywhere else, Backlog of immigrants we
(4 g’ have dumped into Israel in last three years represents a Problem huge enough to
\q justify another special fund. (This is also opinion of Charlie Jordan and
&JF Erich Rosenberg).

Murray Troper -- have an emergency fund for Israel to wrap up the other emergencies.
Don't give up the emergency fund. By any means.

New Egyptian lLaw -- 15 spril, 1958 -- Official Journal #31

All Jews between 10 and 65 who have departed are put on a black list and are
unable to return, = This might be construed to apply to tourists because law
states people who have come in provis8onally can be listed. This applies to
all Jews =-- not Zionists as in prévious decrees. This is clear-cut racial
legislation.

--'-'-’__
an.lrw.&if» Tsur - If De Gaulle succeeds, all will be quiet. Federation of France,
Algeria, Black Africa, Madagascar -- common defense, foreign policy, each
territory autonomous, practically independent. He won't negotiate with FIN,
. but may give them more than they would even hope for themselves.

If he fails, there will be severe bloodshed in Algeria, anarchy and perhaps
civil war in France, and maybe a commmist government thereafter. In this
case, the Jews of Algeria will obviously panic, but even France won't be safe
for them.

De Gaulle has clear powers until'? Bct, After that the situation will be
clearer.

- - -

French personalities to the U.S. with Golda's permission. Ask him in October.

Extend invitation in writing to briefing session in Geneva in October.
Willing to come.

Thinking of joining Agency Executive, Wants to go home. Wants to know if I
am going to join. ( T75 he aufs "._:)

-
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“’ZTEET_:#Abaorption Dept. of J.A. Dov Zachor - J.A,
3 y»afig#
< 9—.9.'\‘,.,_\ I P Chaim Gutenberg )
Zion Zbichi ) clitah
Teheran -- 40 95° )
Isfahan =- 10, ¢>¥ ) Total of 83 ov9

Shiraz -- 16'ofﬂ )

Mostly poor -~- no middle class. Small intellectual and professional class.
Big business men are really big. Importers. Only 2-3 have factories.
Persian market main merchants are Jews. Most poor Jews live in ghettos.
Shiraz looks like Marrakesh. Most Jews are poor pedllers. Chettos are
shocking. Some Jews work in Coca=Cola factory at $30 per month.

Most families have 4-6 kids. Kids don't look bad. This is because work of
Joint. 12,000 kids in schools of Alliance and Otzar Hatorsh. They get fed
daily and two clothing rations per year (Pesach and Succos).

Besire to emigrate among poor is strong, even though they fear the unknown in
Israel. Would estimate that 20-30,000 would want to leave -- perhaps 10,000
per year for several years. Concerning rich Jews -- they have no idez of
coming and no knowledge. A special group of 37 couples made a special flight
for Independence Day -~ rich ones. Brought a rug for the President. Country
made a terrific impression. They ewedd dried like children.

Sim (Pm. U.Joc')

Moshe Toub (Pres. Z.0.)

Kashfi (eheviane of group)

ChGaman
Blkanan brothers
Chai brothers

Moshe ) These are the power behing the 18
Kermenyan ) families who are planning to settle as a
Omidvar ) group in August 1958,

The rich group was asked for 5 million loan to Agency. They will do something.
They don't give money -- but can be made to think of loans for investment.

The smaller professional group intends to bring % million capital -- practice
their professions (doctors, engineeBs, chemists) and also go into a clothing
factory in Jerusalem.

-

There has been for several years a group of 5«6 thousand who have always wanted
to come, and they are coming at rate of 500-600 per month.

Question of further group beyond this will really depend upon Clitsh conditions
in Israel. If good letters go back, more will come.
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New {?‘ﬂ's*k.a J'"‘“\#Hlér'l-&,.l:
They are concentrated in Ofakiwg, Kiryat Gat, Beth Shean, Hatzor. A few
individuals also with money.

They are quiet people -- somewhat religious, good material, naturally bright --
shy, retiring.
38,000 came between 1948 and the present aliyah.

In Teheran only quarter in ghetto -- but in small villages almost all.
Teheran they see more European influence.

Joint does a tremendous job.
" W sy T e -
67@\_50\& (\Lgl}?t__'_*‘?__,,l’-m—"’

indergarten #1 (Miss Evelyn Peters, Milwaukee)

500 kids.  3-6 age 8 - 3430 p.m.

. 2 teachers to class of 50. [Kids get baths, once per week, haircuts, 3 feedings.
Teachers (young girls) get 1500 (80 per $) rials per month = $18,

Clinic at school with nurse in attendance all day long. Professional standards
very high. Jewish content even at this age. Hebrew songs, dances, prayers,
holidays.

Joint largest distributﬂthBDA supplies in Iran. Rice and meat bought locally.

Kids nap after lunch.
Greetings of kids - "Shalom".

In clinic saw medical intake card which follows child through school system.
. Mother requested to come at first registration.

16,000 kids in country registered in school program.

14,000 in feeding and clothing program. Other 2,000 are middle class and need

only school and health.

There is second kindergarten in city. Also 450 kids.

(went to graduation ceremony following night at second kindergarten)

Mahalle == 7,000 people (1400 families at 5 persons average).

Plus 3,800 around Mahalle. with

Bne room per family, grouped in courtyards, whieh dark narrow corridors between.
Sanitation advanced over Casablanca and Tunis. Courtyards are open to light

and sky. Clean impression - no smell, There are 350 courtyards divided into
three areas -- each with sanitation engineer. One environmental sanitarian to
stress garbage disposal, rotten fruit sellers to be prohibited, etc.

Mothers taught to boil water, etc., in a socalled "Mothers' Club*.

Sanitation program is 4 years old., Three main purposes -- garbage, excreta disposal
water.

University graduate, speaks English, very dependable -- acting engineer in charge -
8,000 rials ($100) per month. Drew map of Mahalle.
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ORT -~ behind big wall --
13 buildings =-- clinic -- kitchen

electromechanic -- saw boys winding armatures children's clothes
automechanic women's clothes mechaniker coiffeur
carpenter painting
250 students -- boys and girls. I did not get impression it was full.
Ritchen is amazing -- clean -- no flies -- best in Iran.

Ort has 150 students also in Alliance School.
100 kids from provinces are homsed and fed.
All others are fed. Baths three times weekly -- cold daily in summer.

I have impression that school could accommodate physically many more pupils.
Jewish Agency camp (next door to ORT) -- door in wall.

People are invited here, after selection in the provinces. Further medical
exam made here to complete the check-up. When people come here, they bring
luggage and complete passport formalities. Average waiting time in camp is
two weeks. Now there are two planes weekly. El Al.

Today there are 400 people in camp. There is capacity for 600.

Camp is in good order -- flowérs, clean, isolation beds for children and
adults in case of contagious illness. Simple classes for children, to
keep them busy.

—— \

Social Welfare Cémmission questionnaire shows 6,000 people need help. This

has been organized in last 7 months. Actually 900 people are coming at

moment. It will increase to the 6,000. The categories include convalescents,
widows, invalids, unemployables, anonymous (pride), etc. They receive beans,
meat, rice, bread, sugar.

Investigation of wh® is eligible for relief is made by lagy members of
commission, with help of one professional social worker,

Attitude of clients to committee members is good. They try to be friendly.
Social worker 8 years in program szid she never saw fight or disagreement.

In addition to food, there is a bath ticket for kids (older than kindergarten)
The kids must take the bath and show that the coupon has been clipped. This is

quid pro quoy o T:X’ o o -

Last Passover, Commission raised itself 250,000 rials (80 per $) which was
half the total expense.

"We are here to do our duty to Jews. Our brothers and sisters must be helped.”
(Madame Reva Monosson - social worker.

(Dr. Berjas - dentist - office in Mehady - chairman of invest. - volunteer
Both people work with love. l"\ﬂkdlt-
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ALLTANCE SCHOOL -- tmmendous building =-- 1585 pupils

in all Iran 8,000 students, including 800 Moslems (we must). Of these
3500 are in Teheran.

Otzaer Hatorah cooperates with the Hebrew program and Joint cooperates with
a2 health program. Perfect cooperation,.

Hebrew teachers coming from Israel with new pedagogy. Otzar Hatorsh bringing
these teachers.

Educational program necessary even in face of Aliyah, because people are
prolific. Fight against infant mortality means that population grows, even
in face of zliyah.

OTZAR HATORAH SCHOOL --

tremendous reception in courtyard -- complete surprise -- turned corner and
500 kids started applauding -- Baruch Haba, etc.

Flowers to Isaac Shalom -- 3 children came across courtyard to read poems and
manuscripts -- Hebrew and English.

Sports group did acrobatics -- children sang -- teachers beamed -- tremendous
feeling of accomplishment @n part of all.

OTZAR HATORAH
Teheran -- 1,000 in & schools, one big, three branches.
Iran -- 3,000 more, including special Hebrew classes.

Shiraz -- 2 schools -- 1,200

Abadan 300
Kerman 170
Khonsan 80

All small groups
scattered over country 500

Government zpproves curriculum of general,studies, both in Otzar Hatorah and
Alliance.

JDC has students Aid program -- 40 persons who are graduates of Alliance and

now in universities -- studying medicine, engineering, etc. These are
terribly poor boys, who live in ghettos and don't even have transportation money.
They get individual subsidies. Maximum 1500 rials per month (75).

No real gnti-semitism in any political sense, But this is the Shi-ite sect of
Mohammedanism, which is most traditional, and least able to accommodate
religiously to non-Moslems. Discrimination is felt in an economic sense.

No written rule anywhere, but many places Jews cennot get jobs. DMany ministries
(Finance, War) don't hire Jews. University does. Many factories don't.
Pepsi-Cola does. It is a mixed picture. (This partially accounts for fact I
noticed and mentioned -- namely, ORT school didn't appear full., It is a question
of students lack of confidence in getting jobs after completing several years of
study.)

- -
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(4 vl "’"‘j/l’)

Schiffﬂsays JDC policy of no capital investment is wrong here. Some plant
should be built here -- especially schools. If JDC ever withdrew but left
schools for Alliance and Otzar Hatorsh -- that would be good. Local community
can maintain a program without outside aid if there is physical plant.

(e.ge Alliance during war).

rentt

For example, purchasing a summer camp once and for all, instead of red.sb&
each summer and investing in improvements, toilets, showers, to make it habitable,
which are then left behind each fall,

J
Miss Cohen - g;rse - said there is physical danger in Iran -- not from political
antisemitism -- but from danger of disease and cross-infection. There is real
danger of disease here and it must be combatted.

Bottle of worms on Senor's desk s- 103 taken from 4 year old girl. They were
eating her up inside. She was dull and groggy, losing weight. Lassitude has now
. disappeared -- and she is alert and normal. Many have worms.

Rabbi Levy of Otzar Hatorsh says that the further expansion must be in direction
of more and better trzined teachers.

-

Graduation Ceremony of Nursing Class -- received caps. Very sentimental --
held lighted candled -- kneeled. Ladies Committee responsible for nursing
class training.

This ceremony held in kindergarten #2, which had first anniversary celebration
same time, Children opened program with song, Iranian anthem and Hatikvah,
before nurses came in.

Large open-air courtyard -- colored papers strung on wires -- much passing of
Pepsi-Cola (bottles breaking).

15 nurses graduating -=- 50 kids in kiddergarten choir -- 500 guests.
Actually four-fold occasion:

1, Nurse Graduation and capping.
2. First anniversary of kindergarten #2

3. 1llth Anniversary of Ladies Committee (now joined as affiliate of
International Council Jewish Women) - Mys, Heku ot~

4., Craduation Ceremony of 14 girls trained as kindergarten teachers in
3-month course organized and taught by Miss Peters.
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ISFAHAN
ORT school =-- 60 girls =-- no boys.
Kindergarten inside filth of ghetto -- pasis of trees and beauty,
comparatively. Have 230 kids -- could take another 350, if they

could expand. People want it.
Principal is girl who had seven years in Isreel and spoke Hebrew.

Medical Center -- Complete program, for sick, for preventive, for well.
Children get food, toys, music, baths, all amenities. Lectures and
movies given to mothers to teach them sanitation.

Trachoma is down to almost nothing -- 2%.
No tinia.
Worms =-- 100% =-- either one of several wvarieties. Shocking!

ALLIANCE SCHOOL

1100 pupils.
Regular approved course.

Hebrew ten hours weekly in first four years -- after that decreases &4 hours
in next years, then down to 2 hours at end.

Subjects include prayer, laws, Torah, Mishna, language.

Director mnd wife are from Paris.

Mahzalle
Worse than Teheran -- smell bad -- dir& worse.

Old Synagogue: -- Down in cave, almost, in Mahalle -- very old Torahs -- central
table made with 4 handles to keep it portable; as in Bible. They feel the
commnity is rooted from time of Temple. Name of Isfahan used to be Yahudiéh,
composed entirely of Jews -- this was centuries ago.

There is village near here with fanatical Moslems, who have hole in ground, leading
to synagogue, where they have Torah. They don't know meaning of it anymore. But
the story is they are descended from Jews.

%“Q% ;-«J\A.V‘ """""""
Alliance -- 1100

Kindergarten 230
ORT 60
1400 pupils out of total population of 4,000. This is
high percentage of children being cared for.

- -

There is Jewish cemetery 40 kilometers from present town (Isfahan then might
have been closer to cemetery -- not on present site) -- with one stone dating
110C years ago -- 850 C.E.
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Up to 40 years ego, before the big revolution of Reza Shah, Jews were in a
terrible condition. They could not walk on the sidewalk, for fear their shadow
would be cast on a Moslem and contaminate him. They had to walk in the middle
of the road. They could not walk in the rain, for fear the drops would hit
Jews and then spatter on Moslems. They were restricted to the Mehalle for
certain hours.

SHIRAZ
Gravel airstrip

Msghalle -- 500 courtyards each with 2, 3, 4 families -- 90 of them cleaned
already -- with decent water and toilets -- no smell., Rate of progress is
3 or 4,courts per month. Slowsbut steady. Uncleaned ones are horrible.

Met one woman returmed from Magdiel in Jerusalem. She didn't want to come
back. Her husband insisted -- say8ng life in Israel was too hard. (He is a
gatekeeper in Iran).

Mahzalle really depressing -- narrow corridors, low entrances, very dark until
get inside courtyard. Lots of dirt,

ORT School ==

l. carpentry -- up to and including full bedrcom bureau.
2. shoes -- complete

3. baby clothing

4, adult women

5« trousers and shirts for men

309 students -- of whom 220 are regular and 80 are night students, coming from
Otzar Hatorah school.

This ORT school has very practical approach to trades which can provide jobs.
People always need clothing.

Very good exposition room of clothing they made.

---------- - -

Future depends on training local personnel -- i,e. 6 nurses in clinic in
Shiraz or HAVARI, fige local type sanitarian.

CONCLUSIONS
j Levels lowest anywhere

2, People willing to cooperate with JDC (i.e. asked to provide 500 feces
and they do)

Sihwh‘-
3. The very few rich really don't help -- with exceptions: Simehe, Kasfi,

Elchamen, Mrs. Hekmat. In provinces almost nothing.

4., People need every kind of help -- food, clothing, baths, medicine, sanitation

program, schools, jobs, money -- whole range of medical care.
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Big point is that they need housing, fer from the filth of the ghettos
comes all the trouble -- worms, etc.

S. People have potential and are good. Joint Diréctor says that "when the
people get help, they rise above their surroundings. It is not money

down the rathole.™

6. Quality of people --

a. examine battle record of Persians in Sinai campaign
b. compare people today who were helped from beginning of program

Ce look at those few who are trained here -- nurses, kindergarten
teachers, sanitariens. They work hard, are terribly devoted,
consecrated. This is the best proof that the people can respond
when help is offered.

7. TFantastic poverty

8. Universal parasitic infestation, which means personal educational
program (use paper), and total environmental change (cleaning out the
ghetto).

9. Joint workers are heros -- describe life of Donna Garson or Evelyn Peters.

10, More people musé visit here: This is largest Jewish community between
Israel and Sen Francisco.

STRONG GERMAN INFLUENCE IN TEHERAN, ALL CITY BUSES ARE MERCEDES-BENZ.
VOLKSWAGON AND OPEL VERY POPULAR PRIVATE CARS. GERMAN BUSINESSMEN SEEN
AND HEARD ALL OVER PLACE. MANY GERMAN TOURISTS.
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JEWISH AGENCY
D e chorn

Dov Zachor,

No formal status in Iran, but government knows what we are doing, and our
relations with top offices are good.

Reason for no status is there are no relations between Israel and Iran.
Hevertheless, Zachor issues visas, as though he were a consulate.

Iran government wishes work to be done without noise or propaganda. They
are sensitive to Arab reaction. If we make publicity about “ran, please
do not mention figures. Speak of reuniting families, taking out poor people.

Rich Jews are psychologically against aliyah, because they need their Uews in
order to keep their business (sometimes shady) going. Sometimes the rich go
to police and speak against the aliyah. One man was arrested, then freed.
Somehow, we must work around them. The poor really want to go. They have
nothing here.

It is not necessary to make propaganda. The people are coming to us. Best
propaganda is good ktter from Israel. 807 of letters are good.

PMJW i sif
Every man from 18 - 26 must remain in country, as part of reserve. Permission
to leave may be obtained for compassionate grounds or foreign study or some
other special reason.

This creates a tremendous problem. We must work for individuals to get this
permission, or a whole family gets held up. Ihis permission can be obtained for
money. In May we had 26 families involved in this problem. It may be the same
figure each month.

Top military officers are willing to help us work this out. We need to go
this way, because we have no legal status to ask for blanket exception for Jews.

First half of 1959 I see the aliyah continuing with large reservoir of people
who want to go.

If we break the opposition of the rich, we can have thousands willing to go.
This would carry the balance of 1959 and 1960. There are a minimum of 20,000
in Iran who are desirous of going.

Relations with the Joint are the best. They help us and we try to help them.
No problems between us.

We asked the Joint to issue clothing for immigrants. This is being decided in
Paris.

We want to do the hernia operations here, before they go to Israel, in order
to eliminate the protectzia a hernia victim has in Israel,

Kashfl — (Wh ocod Tedl vne T 5ot aohive leadens.

Buring period Joint has been in Iran many improvements have been made.
Hospitals and kindergartens are saving lives. Yazd and Kirman are 5 centuries
behind Shiraz, which is like London in comparison.
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Three types in Iran -- 5% quite wealthy; 157 can earn living and live
passably; 807 are dead poor. The rich are beginning to learn that they must help.

Something must be done in Iran in next ten years to bring up the standard of
the poor animals; and something must be done in Israel to improve the standard
of those who do emigrate. All must go in next ten years, \h(\*ﬁiﬁT wme..

S.0.P. for Visitors

Sunday through Thursday
2 days for Teheran
1 extra day each for each city in provinces.

-

Foreign Staff of JDC too small. 8 is nothing to supervise hundreds of
local staff in 100 installations in 25 cities.

There has never been a magbit in Iran. There should be one.

HAF
fc
July, 1958
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