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DRAFT PROGRAM FOR J ERUSALEM CONFERENCE PREPARED B'{ WA NEW YORK 

OPENI N; SESSION TUESDAY t JUNE 24. 1958 9: 00 PM 

Chairman -- (American to be seleceed) 

National Anthems of the United States and Israel with orchestra and choir 

The chief rabbi of Israe l, Dr. Her zog 
(to extend the greeti ngs of the city of Jerusalem and 
to bless the conference) 

The Amer ican Ambassador 
(to extend greetings and welcome the Am ericans) 

A mus ica l selection by the orchestra and choir 

The chairman of The Jewish Agency Executive Address 

The Exe¢utive Vi ce- Chairman of the United Jewish Appeal Address 

A musical number by t he orchestra and choir 

The President of the State of Israel 

WEDNESDAY . JUNE 25. 1958 

MORNING -- Visit to Jerusalem Exhibition 

NOON -- Assembly of conference partici pants In ma in hall of exhibition; 

Address by Hayor Agron 

2 : 30 PM Business SeSSion at Hebrew Univer s ity: 

American Chai rman- calls meeting to order 

Commun ity Cash Announcements 

Cash Total and Campai gn Report 

Address by }-ir . Avraham Harman 

5:30 PM Garden Party Recept ion by the President 
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!:VENIt<> SESSION - 9 : 00 PM 

American Chairman -- calls meetlng t o order 

Israel Army Songs 
(2 or 3 numbers) 

Genera l Laskov -- Remarks 

The Tr easur er of the Jewish Agency - - Address 

The Prime Ministe r of Israel 

Edward N. M. Warburg -- Response 

• THURSDAY, JUNE 26 ~ 1958 

Ht . Her zl - - Ceremony at grave of Herzl with cantor and one short 

memorial speech about the ~eanlng of Dr. Herzl, his 

life, his ideal and what it means to the life of every 

Jew who i s present at the grave . 

Yalk in silent meditation to the Military Cenetary for another 

ceremony including one short talk not exceeding 5 minutes. 

Sign Memorial Book. Distribution of pin or scroll • 

• 

msg:js 

3/31/58 
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JUNE! 1958 

Notes made during visit to Europe and Israel. 

Eric Rosenbers -- Ashville, N. C. 

Jews in Germany will not emigr~te, except under pogrom circumstances. 
Numbers are increasing . Those coming back are the ones unsuccessful 
elsewhere . Economic prospects are good . 

Some say they feel well adjusted in Germany -- on other hend, one community 
leader said that when his son (now 14) i s old enough to serve in German 
army, he leaves for Israel • • 

No qualified leadership personnel. They are people of good intentions 
took leadership perforce in 1945 & 1948 -- and are doing best they can. 

Jewish population will increase in near future by immi grat ion -- but I 
am not optimistic in long run. I have no confidence in attitude of 
Germans toward Jews. In long run Jews will not be part of community 
are just there by economic expediency . 

There will be numbers of Jews , but no community. 

They deserve help -- moral support and professional workers -- not 
necessarily money . 1 spoke with them about own fund- raising -- told 

them not to be schnorrers . 

The economic security is a cover over a deeper tragedy -- because mos t 
of these people are the misfits . An old couple (Ce~any - Shanghai - Israel -
Germany) said that they felt in Paradise. T)ey never had it so good. 
This is the tragedy - - they are happy if they eat and are not killed . 

Went to Synagogue in Frankfurt where I hod lived many years . 
I recognized no one. Happy because I saw ten Jews (Eastern) 
Torah with Rashi. 

Sad because 
reading 

Cannot condemn those who went back. Who knows whether it is safer in 
Ge~ny, or in France, for instance, if there is a radical nnti- semitic 
fascist movement after De Galle? Most of the parachutists of MBssu 
are former SS (via the Foreign Legion) . In such event there could be a 
mass migration back from France to Germany of former German refugees . 

On r estitution German government off i cially says it will continue . 
Some say that the climate toward Jews is changing (also German economic 
prosperity is flattening out) and that there is a possibility of getting 
less . Time is work ing aaeinst us . 

Divil service is gett i ng anti - semit ic. 

American J ew ish Committee also thinks the German attitude is unreconstructed . 
Their polls show this . 
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Germans don ' t talk about Jewish problem, because there are so few Jews 
around - - but this is also an indication, because there Is no public admission 
of guilt (outside of government). 

To force the Jewish community to become more self- sufflcient~ Claims Conf . 
money should be reduced (spread same money over 12 years instead of next 6) . 
If you do this, there Is the ps, chological problem of taking away from them 
what they consider is theirs. 

1. EGYPT -- movement to Brance (or any other country) in transit to U.S. 

2. POLAND -- continues -- either repats . f r ozen and therefor e i n need, or 
can emigrat.e. 

3 . 

4. 

FRANCE -- serious peopl e are pessimistic. 
People in background waiting to take over 
friendly to Jews . 

De Gaulle Is only 8 beginning. 
or exploit De Gaulle are not 

A group was formed in London to concern for potential political r efugees from 
France. (Story in London Observer) 

Wi ll be tightening of regulations re refugees, transit visas. work permits, 
r es idence cards, etc . 

Overt acts of anti - semitism. Police riots, Tombea~inscriptions, feeling 
of uneasiness . 

ALGERIA will be sharpening of conflict, 
Sdch a predicament may force an emigration . 
channel itself to France . 

Jews will have to choose sides. 
And this may not be able to 

De Gaulle neve r connected with anti -semitism. Is privately 
favorable to Israel , as are most of his cabinet ministers . 
De Gaul le does not necessarily represent only the Right . 

AlGERIA -- Colons are very anti - semitic . 
Jews are in trouble . 

If they come out on top, the 

If any real anti - semitism starts in France. it will certainly spread to 
Belgium and other European countries . 

- .li. ___ __ • __ _ 

Well - being of Jews depends upon 8 country being democratic. If democracy 
has broken down in France, this is a catastrophe, both for Jews in France, 
or other countries . Whether De Oeulle wins or loses , the Jews lose 
(because after de Gaul le comes mi litary dicta t orsh ip) 
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"S~i~t~t~in~g~on~~t~hr~e~e~pow~~d~e~r~-~k2e~g~s. 
. 1. De~aulle and France 

2. Nasser and U.A. R. 
3 . Eas tern European satellites 

Whole picture is bad and shaky - - we must buy insurance. 

Passman : Strongest appeal must be on basis of Israel's emer gency. There 
the emergency Is real, if i t is not anywhere e lse . Back l og of i mmigrants we 
have dumped into Israel in last three years represents a problem huge enough to 
justify another special fund. (This is a lso opinion of Charlie Jordan and 
Erich Rosenberg) • 

Murray Troper -- have an emergency fund for Israel to wrap up the other emer gencies . 
Don ' t give up the emergency fund. By any means . 

New Egypt ian Law 15 April, 1958 -- Off icial Journal #31 

All Jews between 10 and 65 who have departed are put on a black list and are 
unable to return. This might be construed to app l y to tourists because law 
states people who have come in provisIonally can be listed. This applies t o 
all Jews - - not Zionists as in previous decrees . This is clear-cut r ac ial 
legislation . 

ct~ Tsur If De Gaulle succeeds, a ll will be qu i et. Federat ion of France , 
Alge ria, Bl ack Africa, Madagascar -- common defense, foreign po licy~ each 
territory autonomous, pr actically independent . He won't negotiate with FDN, e but may give them more than they would even hope for themselves. 

If h e fails, there will be severe bloodshed in Algeria, anarchy and perhaps 
civi l war in France, and maybe a communist government thereafter. In this 
case, the Jews of Al geria will obviously panic, but even France won ' t be safe 
for them. 

De Gaulle has clear powers until 1 Oct . 
clearer. 

After that the situat ion will be 

French personalities to the U. S. with Golda's permission. Ask him in October . 

Extend invitation in writing to briefing session in Geneva in October . 
Willing to come . 

Thinking of 
am going to 

joining Agency Executive . Wants to go home. 

join . l..L-S h..c- "'L .... ;t~ _ !J. _____ _____ _ 
Wants to know if I 
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:Jj.-..J.. 
i lgel - Absorption Dept . of J .A. Dev Zachar - J . A. 

3"> .... ~..st-"" ..r-........... Cheim Gutenberg ) 
Zion Zbichi ) clitah 

Teheran 
Isfahan 
Sh iraz 

40, 0.>0 ) 
10,· ....... ) 
16 "'" ) 

Total of 83 ,,~ 
• 

• 

Mostly poor -- no middle class. Smal l intellectual and profess ional class . 
Big business men are r ea lly big . Importers. Only 2- 3 have factories. 
Persian market main merchants are Jews . "lost poor Jews live in ghettos . 
Shiraz looks like Marrakesh . Most Jews are poor pedDBrs . Ghettos are 
shocking. Some Jews work in Coca- Cola factory at $30 per month. 
Host families have 4- 6 kids. Kids don ' t look bad . This is because work of 
Joint . 12 , 000 kids in schools of Alliance and Otzar Hatoroh. They ge t fed 
dai ly and two clothing rations per year (Pesach and Succos) • 

~sire to 
Israel . 

emigrate among poor 
Would estimate that 

per year for several years . 
coming and no knOWledge . A 
for Independence Day -- rich 
made a terrific impression . 

i s strong, even though they fear the unknown in 
20- 30 , 000 would want to leave -- perhaps 10 , 000 
Concerning rich Jews - - they have no idea of 

speCial group of 37 couples made 8 special flight 
ones. Brought 8 rug for the Pres i dent . Country 

They ewei. dried like children. 
Sin~e (pres . U. J . C. ) 
Moshe Toub (Pres . Z. O. ) 
Kashfi (e~ ier\e of group) 

"1I4,r".· .... 
alkanan brother s 
Chai brothers 

Moshe 
Kermenyan 
Omidvar 

) 
) 
) 

These are the power behing the 18 
families who are planning to sett l e as a 
group in August 1958. 

The rich group was asked for 5 million loan to Agency . They will do something . 
They don ' t give money -- but can be made to think of loans for investment. 

The smaller profess ional group intends to bring ~ million capital -- practice 
their professions (doctors, engineeSs, chemists) and also go into a clothing 
factory in Jerusalem. 

There has been for several years a group of 5- 6 thousand who have always wanted 
to come, and they are coming at rate of 500-600 per month. 

Question of 
in Israel . 

further group beyond this will really depend upon Clitah conditions 
If good l etters go back , more will come . 
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ALLIANCE SCHOOL - - tDmendOllS bui ld ing 1585 pupils 

in all I r an 8 , 000 students, inc l ud i ng 800 ~bslems (we must). 
3500 are in Teheran. 

Of these 

Otzar Hatorah cooperates with the Hebrew progr am and Joint cooperates with 
a health progr am. Perfect cooperation. 

Hebrew teachers coming from Israel with new pedagogy . Otzar Hstorah bringing 
these teachers . 

Educational pr ogram necessary even In face of Aliyah, because peopl e are 
prolific . Fight against infant mort ality means that population grows, even 
in face of eliyah. 

GrZAR HATORAH SCHOOL 
tremendous reception in courtyard -- complete surprise - - turned corner and 
500 kids started applauding -- Baruch Haba, etc • 

Fl~~ers to Isaac Shalom -- 3 children came across cour tyard to read poe~ and 
manuscripts -- Hebrew and English. 

Sports group did acrobatics - - children sang -- teachers beamed - - tremendous 
feeling of accomplishment ~ part of all. 

OIZAR HATORAH 

Teheran 

Iran --

1,000 in 4 schools, one big, three branches. 

3, 000 more, including special Hebrew classes. 

Shiraz -- 2 schools - ­
Abadan 
Kerman 
Khonsan 

1, 200 
300 
170 
80 

All small groups 
scattered over country 500 

Government approves curriculum of general.studies , both in Otzar Hatorah and 
Alliance. 

JOe has students Aid program - - 40 persons who are graduates of Alliance and 
now in universities __ studying medicine, engineering, etc. These are 
terribly poor boys, who live in ghettos and don't even have transportation money . 
They get individual subsidies. l-laxirtlJm 1500 rials per month (75). 

No real ~ti- semitism in any political sense. But this is the Shi - ite sect of 
Mohammedanism, which is most traditional, end least able to accommodate 
religiously to non- Moslems. Discrimination is felt in an economic sense . 
No written rule anywhere, but many places Jews Cannot get jobs. }~ny ministries 
(Finance , War) don ' t hire Jews . University does. Many factories don ' t . 
Pepsi-Cola does. It is a mixed picture. (This partially accounts for fact 1 
noticed Bnd mentioned -- namely, ORT school didn ' t appear full . It is a question 
of students lack of confidence in getting jobs after completing several years of 
study. ) 
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tt:!Pl.~ 
Schiff says JDC policy of no capital investment is wrong here. Some plant 

~ should be built here -- especially schools . If JOe ever withdrew but left 
schools for Alliance end Otzar Hatorah - - that would be good. Local community 
can maintain a program without outside aid if there is physical plant . 
(e . g . Alliance dur ing war) . 

For example, purchasing a summer camp once 
each summer and investing in improvements. 
which are then left behind each fall . 

and for all, instead 
tOilets, showers , to 

~,,-t.·4 
of r4~hti 
make it habitable, 

JI)(.. 
Miss Cohen - nurse - said there is 
antisemitism -- but from danger of 
danger of disease here and it must 

physical danger in Iran -- not 
disease and cross- infection. 
be combatted . 

from political 
There is rea 1 

Bottle of worms on Senor ' s desk , - 103 taken from 4 year old gir l . They were 
eating her up inside . She was dull and groggy, los i ng weight. Lassitude has now 
disappeered -- and she is aler t and normal. Many have worms • 

Rabbi Levy of Otzar Hstorah says that the further expans i on must be in direction 
of mare and better trained teachers . 

Graduation Ceremony of Nursing Class -- received caps . very sentimental -­
held lighted candle6 -- kneeled. Ladies Commi t tee responsib l e for nursing 
class training. 

This ceremony held In kindergarten 12, which had first anniversary ce l ebr ation 
same time . Children opened program with song, Iranian anthem and Hatikvah, 
before nurses came in . 

Large open-air courtyard -- colored papers strung on wires -- much passing of 
Pepsi- Cola (bottles breaking) • 

15 nurses graduating -- 50 k i ds in kiddergarten choir - - 500 guests. 
Actual l y four- fold occasion : 

1. Nurse Graduation and capping. 

2 . First anniversary of kindergarten 12 

3 . 11th Anniversary of Ladies Committee (now joined as affiliate of 
Internat.lona1 Council JewIsh Women) - tJ1I""'l, tft.-~¢ 

4 . Graduation Ceremony of 14 girls trained as kindergarten teachers in 
3-rnonth course organized and taught by Miss Peters. 
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Up to 40 years ago , before the big r evolution of Reza Shah, Jews were in a 
terrible condition . They could not wa lk on the sidewa l k , for fear their shadow 
would be cast on a Moslem and contaminate him. They had to walk in the middle 
of the road. They could not wa lk in the rain, for fea r the dr ops would hit 
Jews and then spatter on Mos l ems . They were restricted to the ~~ha lle fo r 
certa in hour s . 

SHIRAZ 

Gravel a irstrip 

Mahalle ~ ~ 500 court yards each with 2 , 3 , 4 families -- 90 of them c l eaned 
a lready -~ with decent wat er and toilets -- no smell . Rs te of progress i s 
3 or 4~courts per month . Slow¥but steady . Uncleaned ones a r e horrible . 

Me t one woman returned f rom ~~gdiel in Jerusalem. She didn't want t o come 
back. Her husband insisted ~ - saying li fe in Israel was too hard. (He is a 
gatekeeper in Iran) . 

Maha lle rea lly depressing -- narrow corridors, low entrances, ve ry dark until 
get inside courtyard . Lots of dirt . 

ORT School 

1. carpentry - _ up to and including full bedroom bureau . 
2 . shoes complete 
3 . baby clothing 
4 . adu l t women 
5. t rouse r s and shirts for men 

309 students ~- of whom 220 a r e regular and 80 are night students , coming from 
Otzar Hatorah school • 

This ORT school has very practical approach to trades which can provide jobs . 
People always need clothing. 

Very good exposition r oom of clothing they made. 

Futur e depends on training local per sonnel - - i . e . 6 nurses in clinic in 
Shiraz or HAVARI , fi l e local type sanitarian. 

COOCLUSl OOS 

1. Levels lowest anywhere 

2 . Peopl e willing to cooperate with JOe (i . e . asked to provide 500 feces 
and they do) 

Sih,,",h~ 
3. The very few rich r eally don ' t help -- with exceptions: Silllel'1l6, Kasfi, 

Elchanen, Mrs . Hekmat . In provinces almost nothing . 

4 . People need every kind of he lp ~ - food, clothing , baths, medicine, sanitation 
program, schools , j obs , money -- whole range of medical care. 
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BIg point is that they need housln8 ~ for from the f i lth of the ghettos 
comes all the trouble - - worms, etc . 

5 . People have potential and ere good. Joint Dlr6ctor says that "when the 
people get help, they rise above their surroundings. It Is not money 
down the rathole . " 

6 . QualIty of people - -

7. 

B . examine battle record of Persians in Sinai campaign 

h . compere people today who were helped from beginning of program 

c . look at those few who ere trained here -. nurses , k indergarten 
teachers, sanitarians. They work hard , are terribly devoted , 
consecrated . This Is the best proof that the people cen r espond 
when help is offered • 

Fantastic poverty 

8. Universal pcrasltlc infestation . which means personal educatlonDl 
program (use paper). and total environmental change (cleaning out the 
ghetto) . 

9 . Joint workers are heros -- describe life of Donna Garson or Evelyn Peters . 

10 . More people mus6 visit here . This i$ largest Jewish community between 
Israel and San Francisco. 

STRONG GERNAI.~ INFLUENCE IN TEHERAN . AL!. CITY BUSES ARE HERCEDES - BENZ. 
VOLKSWAGON ,A,.'{D OPEL VEaY POPULAR PRIVATE CARS . GERHAN BUS~ESSMEN SEEN 
AN!> HEARD ALL OVER PLACE . MAr ... "¥ GERJlAN TOURIsrS • 
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J EWISH AGENCY 

DQv Zachor , f>{~ 

No formal status in Iran, but government knows wha t we are doing, and our 
r e lations with top of fices are good . 

Reason for no stat us i s there are no relations between I s rael and Iran. 
Neverthe l ess , Zachar issues visas, as though he were B consulate . 

Iran government wishes work t o be done without noise or propaganda . They 
a r e sensitive to Ar ab reaction. If we make publicity about lran, please 
do not mention f igur es . Speak of reuniting famil i es, tak ing out poor people . 

Rich Jews are psychologi cally against a liyah, because they need the i r tlews in 
order to keep their business (sorrP-t imes shady) going. Sometimes the rich go 
to police and speak agn1nst the aliynh . One man was arrested, then freed . 
somehow , we must work around them. The poor really want to go. They have 
nothing here . 

It is not necessary to make propaganda. The peopl e are coming to us . Bes t 
propaganda is good ~ter f rom Israel . 807. of letter s are good . 

P~/""""-' b..-f 
Every man from 18 - 26 must remain in country, as part of reserve . Permission 

~ . 
to leave may be obtained for compassionate gr ounds or foreign study or some 
other spec i al r eason. 

This creates a tremendous problem. 
permission, or a whole fami ly gets 
money . In May we had 26 famili es 
fi gure each month . 

We trUst 
held up . 
involved 

work f or individua ls 
This permission can 

in thi s problem. It 

to get this 
be obtained for 
may be the same 

Top mi litar y off icers are willing to help us work th i s out. 
this way, because we have no lega l status to ask for blanket 

We need to go 
exception for Jews • 

F i rst half of 1959 I s ee the aliyah continuing with large r eservoir of people 
who want to go. 

If we break the opposition of t he rich, we can 
This would carry the balance of 1959 and 1960 . 
in Iran who are desirous of go ing. 

have thousands wi lling to go . 
There a r e a minimum of 20, 000 

Relations with the JOint are the best . They help us and we try to help them. 
No problems between us. 

We asked the Joint to issue clothing for i nmigrants . This i s being decided in 
Paris. 

We want to do the hernia operations her e , before they go to Israel , in order 
to eliminate the protectzia a hernia victim has in I srael. 

'E>uring period J oint has been in Iran many improvements have been made . 
Hospitals and kindergartens are saving lives. Yazd and Kirmen are 5 centur ies 
behind Sh iraz, which is like London in comparison. 
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Three t ypes i n I r an -- 51. qu i te wea lthy ; 151. can earn l iving and live 
passabl y ; 80% a r e dead poor. The rich are beg inn ing to l earn t hat they must he l p . 

Something must be done in I r an in next ten years to br ing up t he standar d of 
the poor anima l s ; and somet hing mus t be done in Is r ae l t o i mpr ove the standard 
of those who do emigrate . All must go in next t en years" \"'Cl ... ~tJ lint... 

S. O. P. for Vi s itor s 

Sunday thr ough Thursday 

2 days for Teher an 

1 ext ra day each for each c i ty in pr ovinces • 

For e i gn Staff of JOe t oo s ma ll . 
local staf f in 100 installat ions 

8 i s nothing t o s upervise hundr eds of 
in 25 citie s. 

Ther e has never been a magbit in Iran . Ther e should be one . 

IIAF 
f c 
J uly . 19 58 
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