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5th January, 1960.

Rabbi Herbert Friesdman,
The United Jewish Appeal,
165 West 46th Sireet,

New York City 36.

Dear Rabbi Friedman,

The enclosed letter to Morton Berman speaks for itself.
I promised Hymie lMorrison that I would write to you on the
same subject, as he fesls that you ought to have a word with
Leonard Wolfson when you &are here, in the hope that you may
succeed where we have failed so far,.

You will notice that I have itried to put the case for
Leonard Wolfson's proposal as best as I could, if only in
deference to Hymie's wishes, but I ought to say that it goes
against the. grain.

For a start, a great many people in this country, particularly
now, are much more interested in immigration and the responsibility
for immigration and the unmet needs, and a township or port
is really the responsibility of the Government or a private
sector in Israel or abroads

But I would rather supress my own emotions and views, so
as to give you a fair chance of "having a go" at Leonard Wolfson,
for his studied absence from our meetings has been a real
weakness in the J.P.A. in this couniry. I shall reserve
further comment until I meet you at the airport on Friday, the
22nd of this month, but I should appreciate your prgl}iminary
reaciion.

With kind regards, //

/
1
Yours sincer ’

NSCY o

L. Baks



5th January, 1960.

Dr. Morton Berman,
Keren Hayesod,
Jerusaleun,

Deayr mtm’

As you know, Leonard Wolfson has been "out of it" for some

time for a variety of reocsons with which you are familiar, but
the "official” reason was that he disapproves of the J.P.A. method
of collecting funds, handing them over blindly to the Jewish Agency,
that his visit to Israsl taught him that not all the money was
wisely spent and that in Britain we had sufficient know-how to
mk miracles and, thersfore, if we collect the money, we ought

to spend it ourselves on special projects, secure exparts from
this country, which has some of the greatost brains in the
world, and roally do a thorough job in Israel. As examples,
he suggestsd either the building of a towmship or a port or
taking over the responsibility for tourism, or projects of
this kind.

When I pointed out to him repeatedly the kind of thing
which to us is basic - the responsibility of the Agency for
immigrants, the unwet needs, the gap in absorption, the division
of functions as betwsen the CGovernment and the ‘gency and,
furthermore, as between the public and the private sector - all
this did not rogister. His reoply was that it is purely book-
keeping, which could be overcome with a bit of goodwill. Last
year's compromise of having two new settlements in Ualilee
earmarked for the J.P.A. left him absolutely cold.

50 we had cur way but at the cost of losing Leonard
Wolfson, de facto, and nobedy will deny Lhat, when he makes up
his mind, he could do the job and do it well. More than that,
his hostility has not encouraged his father to give more and
to work more, and this has remained, therofore, a great weaknsss
of the J.FP.is meke-up in this country.



Latterly, we have noticed a desire on the part of Leonard to explore
the possibilities of coming back to the J.P.As Dut he adheres %o his point
of views AL this very minute, Mr. Aloc Colman is nogotiating with him to
have a lunch for the big Froperty people, to meet Rabbi Horbert Friedman,
at Mr. Wolfason's office on Nonday, January 25%h, and it looks as if he
will agree %o do &t least this, bul, of course, "it is clearly understood seee"

Yesterday, Mr, Hymie Horrison had lunch with Lecnard Wolfson and he
telephoned me last night and said that we ought to make a real effort to
get Loonard Wolfsom back to the folde Mr, Morrison pointed out that the -
JePeAs noeds sone refreshing, some new vigour, and without large immigration,
what hope can we have of increasing on last year's result? MNr. Morrison
also reminded we that a great deal of monsy has been given to other Israeli
appoals recently, such as the Weizmann Institute, the Hebrew University,
the Technion, by people who have not given %o the J.P.ds last year, such
as Jack Cotton, and he said that, in the main, this is due to the special
appeal which projecte of that kind commend, whilst we shall have to come
this year with a goneral appeal, without large immigration.

Hr, Horrison feels that, as Loonard Volfson can be & great tower of
strength, another effcort should be made to exploro kis viewe I thercfore
promised him that I would write to you and ask you to sound people in
Isracli as to whether there is snything we can do to meet Leonzrd Wolfson's
views Leonard Wolfson spoke in iesms of ralsing £10,000,000 over the
next five years for a township in Israel. Now, it may well be that
among the projects of the Covernment and/or Agemcy there is a scheme of
this kinde If it is purely = Government scheme, it may be that, through
the Co-ordination Committes, you t find & way of treating this idea
as purely a Wook-keeping matier”. be the Agency and J«F.Ad, would
take over a Government responsibility and the Government would place the
same funds at the disposal of the Agency for one of the Agency purposes.
Or you may be able to come back with & counter—proposal which would be
equally attractive.

But the matter is urgent. We have a chance of widening the effeotive-
ness of the J.P.A. which would be of the greatest significances Don't
wait until you are here but, if possible and if you can sece a %ray of
light", plesse send me & considered proposal, one which would have the
tacking of the Keren fayescd, the Jewish Agency aud the Government, as
soon as you possibly czn, so as to give us an opportunity of sounding
Leonard Wolfson, of advising you of his first reacticn befors you leave
Israel, in case any further action is indicated so that, when you are
here, which will be before Rabbi Friedman arrives, we wight be in a position
to prepare the ground im advance and, thus, begin the new Appeal with
an inoreased and stronger team and with betteor hopes of the result.

Yours sincerely,

L. Bakstansky.
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United Jewish Appeal, 165 W 46 St., N.Y. 36, N.Y.

BAKSTANSKY | January 18, 1960

R s

LOKDON  (ENGLAND)
EASIER FOR ME TAKE KEYMENS MEETING TUBSDAY TWENTYSIXTH IF POSSIBLE OR EARLIER DURING DAY

E wrmmmmmmmmmm
SIXPM JET STOP IF ONLY POSSTELS TIME WEDNESDAY FIVETHIRTYPM WILL AGREE AND STAY OVER
EXTRA DAY PLEASE ADVISE
FRIEDMAN
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THE ZIONIST FEDERATION

OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND
77 GREAT RUSSELL STREET, LONDON, W.C.:

GENERAL SECRETARY :
FROM THE CHAIRMAN L. BAKSTANSKY, LL.B., B.SC.(Econ.)

25th January, 1960.

Rabbi Dr. H. Freedman,
Dorchester,
Park Lane,
W.l.
Dear Dr. Freedman,

I very much regret that a long standing engagement which commits me
1o be in Manchester for a series of meetings on behalf of the Joint Palestine
Appeal and the Zionist Federation will prevent me from having the pleasure of

welcoming you in person to this country, and deprivesme of the opportunity of

attending your meetings during your short stay here.

May I therefore take this epportunity of hoping that you will have a
. successful and satisfying time here and I am looking forward to a future
occasion when I may have the pleasure of meeting you in person.
Kindest regards,

Yours sincerely,






