
 

 3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
 513.487.3000 

AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 

MS-763: Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman Collection, 1930-2004. 
Series H: United Jewish Appeal, 1945-1995. 
Subseries 4: Administrative Files, 1945-1994. 

 

 

 
 
 

 Box    Folder     
          45            12              
 
 

Press conference. January 1957. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information on this collection, please see the finding aid on the  
American Jewish Archives website. 

 

 





• 

• 

1 

The Press Conference with Rabbi Herbert A. 

Friedman convened at 11:10 A.M. on Monday, January 14, 

1957 at the offices of the United Jewiah Appeal, 165 Vest 

46th Street, New York, New York. 

MR. RAE lEVY: Thanks very much for coming. Rabbi 

Friedman, whom you all know, ha. just returned thia weekend 

from 8 ten dey survey of the refugee situation overseas. 

The Egyptians are coming out of Egypt and also the Hungarian 

Jews are part of 8 Hungarian exodus, and others. 

Additionally, we have something in the way of a 

novelty at these pre.s conferences, but a grim sort of 

novelty. I will let him introduce that to you. 

The release will be up in about fifteen or twenty 

minutes. We do have a full release. I am going to turn 

the meeting over to Rabbi Friedman to make a statement on 

the Jewish refugee situation as it exists oversees now, 

and we wl11 then calIon our guest, and we wl11 throw the 

meeting open to questions • 

RABBI FRIEDMAN: Gentlemen, let me thank you for 

coming. I came back the day before yesterday and the total 

picture as I see it overseas is quite shocking. It is 

reminiscent to me of ten years ago when it W88 usual for us 
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to think 1n terms of scores of thousands ot refugees wander

ing around on the roads of Europe. We haven't had that kind 

of feeling or that kind of exper1ence 1n 8 decade. I think 

we've got it again. 

W1thout any rhetoric let me say s1mply this: my 

1mpression on the Egyptian situat10n is that we are con

fronted With a total expulsion of all the Jews of Egypt. 

I th1nk this is a planned progra.. I th1nk 1t .as pllnned 

long before the events of October 29th. I th1nk there are 

two motives behind it. One is to attempt to expropriate 

all the wealth of the Jews of Egypt, and the second 1s to 

get r1d of them. 

I have no access to Kasser's mentality but if I 

look at the picture it seems to me that those are his two 

basic mot1vat1ons. 

Let me tell you someth1ng which 1s completely 

unknown. There have already been thrown out of Egypt more 

than seven thousand Jews of the total population. When I 

say unknown, nobody has been able to make a calculation and 

I finally 8m 1n possession of one, and I am quite satis

fied that theae facts are accurate. Almost thirty vessels 

have left Egypt in the last e1ght weeks and an uncounted 
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that the entlre populatlon Will be expelled on the basl. or 

the ract thet already seven thousand out or rlfty thousand 

are out, and from all the storles that all the refugees 

tell, by the summer thls thlng wlll have prabably been con

cluded If It goes along according to the way Nasser is 

planning it . I would say even the beginning of the summer, 

and the reason I would say that ls this: the dste that 

seems to be uppermo.t in everybody'. mind - - and these are 

the atories that I got from the people on the .hip which 

landed in Naple. - - the critical date in everybody'. mind 

·wa. the 31st of March, and the rea.on that was the critlcal 

date was because that wss the date for the renewal of what 

1s called 1n French the perm1s de seJour, the residence, 

the permission to remain in the country which has to be 

renewed every year, and on the 31st of March 18 the date on 

which the new permis de seJour ho. to be obtained, and the 

people feel that that Is the critlcal date, and from the 

talk on the part of Just scores and scores of them, they 

felt that the end of March, the beginnlng of Aprll would 

aee a total expulslon. 

I don't usually like to say thlngs off the record. 

The Internat10nal Red Cross arranged for that shlp to come 

r ------II------------ ---------- ....... LON ~Te:HOTYN ".~IIIT.". 
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out, the one ship that has arr1ved, chartered and with a 

thousand people on board. All other exoduses were arranged 

by the people themselves going to individual shipping com

panies and individual airline companies, getting their own 

passage. two hundred on 8 boat, 8 hundred on a boat, forty 

on a plane. This boat of a thousand people was arranged 

by the International Red Cross. 

The reason that it is off the record is that as 

far as they are concerned, they wanted to do a job to help 

try to rescue these Jews. They feel that if their name is 

connected with it, their ability to work inside of Egypt 

will be interfered with. I want you t . know, because you 

will see it when it breaks, that they are arranging for a 

second vessel and it must be off the record until that ship 

1s out, and their name must not be connected with it, but 

the present plans call for snother ship of another thousand 

people to come out on the 20th. This is the now the 14th 

and when it hits in Naples on the 24th, 25th, -- it's about 

a four days passage -- another story will break on the 

thing, and egain they hope their name wonlt be connected 

with it because if a third ship is ever necessary and a 

fourth ship, they are prepared to go on with ~s work. Our 

i-------II----------------------A .... LON .TI!NOTY~ • •• JOG..,. ••• 
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Interest Is not to do anything that will hurt that process, 

so that I wanted you to know that because I don't want to 

hold anything from you, but that fact we can't use. 

However, that fact also leads me to the conclusion 

that the statement that I make Is not rash and not over

exaggerated, because 8 vessel of 8 thousand on January 8ixth 

and another vessel or a thousand on J anuary 25th, If that 

Is the date It reaches Europe, and another vessel early In 

February and another vessel late In February, and In between 

every Single day every ship and every plane gOing out car

ries Jews -- that Is the~sential element or the story. I 

think you know the details of what Is happening on all 

other matters. 

The economic terror against the Jews or Egypt 1. 

rantastlc. It Is legitimately entitled to be called a 

cold pogrom because It Is designed to destroy Jews and Jewish 

life, short actually of killing them. I've got a whole 

rundown of the economic facts of life that I don't want to 

bore you with, about buslnesms that have been confiscated 

and employees who have been thrown out of jobs and bank 

accounts that have been blocked, and where there are still 

a rew employees left In their pOSitions, they have Egyptians 

t--------I1------------------- ---..... 1..01r11 STaNOTY"' • • ~flT&IItI 
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at their sides whom they are training to replace themselves 

and they are told, "When you heve trained this Egyptian, 

you w111 be thrown out. II 

The cleverness with which it is being done is 

also a very complicated thing. No employee of the Egyptian 

government who 1s 8 Jew has been f1red. He has been sus

pended, he has been put, as the French call it, en vacance, 

on holiday, without pay. He hean't been f1red. He's been 

suspended, he's been put off without pay. He theoretically 

hss no right to complain. He hesn't lost his job. In 

practical terms it 1s obvious he has. He is not being taken 

back and those employee. who are still being kept in certain 

sensitive positions in the Egyptian administration where 

the administration would be crippled and paralyzed if they 

were to be let out offhand, they have been told, "You train 

an Egypt1an replacement and then you will go on holiday. II 

Th1s wIll be a matter of e month or siX weeks or two months 

until his replacement Is ready • 

The economic measures sre designed to literally 

starve the Jewish population into submission and cause them 

to ask voluntarily for exodus from the country. Again, in 

regard to that matter of expulsion there is an interesting 

i-------If----------------------".·U.ON .T.NOTY~ • •• I"'OIIIT ••• r-
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point. It is being done terribly cleverly. Expulsion 

orders are being g1ven orally -- orally, very few in writing, 

so that there is no documentary eVidence to pin on the 

Egyptian government . One or two actual documentary ex

pulsion orders have been gotten out of the countryqy people 

on whom they have been served. We have photostatic copies 

of them. There 1s one here, an actual expulsion order. 

!l you are ordered to leave the country wI thin a week from 

today, December the fourth," but this 18 the exception 

rather than the rule. Most expulsion orders are g1ven 

verbally and therefore there i8 no complaint. There is no 

one to complsin to. 

The Jew. have been placed, for the purpose of my 

summarizing in my own mind what happened there, in three 

categories: those who businesses have been confiscated -

and that amounts to about seven hundred -- those who are on 

a blacklist -- and that amounts to something over eight 

hundred and the blacklist is added to every day. You get 

on the blackliat, by the way, if you have ever received 

a letter from Israel or if you have been a member of the 

Jewish Maccabee Athletic flub or for anyone of a number of 

reaSons or .imply by being denounced, and the third category 

i-------ir------------------------•• "1..0N .T.HOTV~ • •• 11'0"" • • • 
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are those who have been in t erned, and the number runs some-

where between f1 ve hundred and a thousand • • Those three categorles of people, those who 

businesses have been confiscated, those who are on the 

blackllst, those who have been lnterned -- those three 

groups of people are ln the worst posalble condltlon . They 

literally have no money wlth which to eat. They are sell-

lng furnlture, and not 18rge quantltles of furnlture elther, 

because when you start to sell 8 l8rge qusntlty of furnl-

ture then sutomatlcally you become suspect, and if you 

haven't already been throlm on the blacklist you are thrown 

on and you can't sell 8nythlng, so that lt is a program of 

economic terrorlzatlon designed to starve and to huml1iate 

and to cause people to ask voluntarily for permiss10n to 

leave Egypt. 

As many, many of the refugees kept putting it, 

IIWe were not expelled. We were advised" - - and one man 

881d to me, Il Put the 'advised' 1n quot atIon marks . We 

• were advised to leave the country . " This advice meant that 

they were runnlng for their live. because they knew there 

WaS no way for them to live . 

You get a program of expulsion, imprisonment , 
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economic expropriation, and I think those things add up 

to a state of .fr.irs which can legitimately be called cold 

pogrom. I have tried to talk rast and I don't know whether 

I have covered all the pointa. I Just want to say that I 

am giving this information to our most responsible leader

ship .round the country because it is clear to me that we 

are raced with an enormous financial problem involving 

~5 or 50 or 55,000 people. 

Secondly, I want to make this public because I 

think that the world has to know this, and I think that 

there has been -- I don't went to say a conspiracy of' silence 

here in the United State., because there have been some 

newspaper reports published -- but on too many sides I hear 

the statement, ofricially and unofficially, '~ell, we don't 

have enough information about this." You hear it from 

Washington and you hear it from other groups. "We don't 

have enoUgh information. We are not sure about what is 

going on. We are seeking more 1nf'ormatlon." Well, I don't 

know what more information this this has to be shown to 

anybody. 

And what I would like to do is ontroduce to you 

a person who I think represents all the information that 
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anybody needs. I want this gentleman on my right to talk 

to you for a few minutes. Then you can ask him and me 

questbns. I Just want to say th1s: his name 1s David 

Menachem. That is the name we hsve given to him. That is 

not his real name. We tried to make a name which would not 

get anybody in troucle. I am not being melodramstic about 

this but it is very s1mple and please don't print this, 

but this Is the polnt: be hss still a sister and she has 

seven children. That sister and her seven children are 

stll1 in Egypt. They sre trying to get out. They will 

be getting out 1n a wak, ten days, 88 800n as we can get them 

out or 8S soon 8S they can get themselves out. But the 

fsmily Is stlll In Egypt. 

MR. SPIEGEL: Do you even wsnt to use thst? 

RABBI FRIE~AN: You use your Judgment. I am 

prepsred to say thst I have Invited h1m to come to the 

United States snd I w111 tell you very simply how this hap

pened. In 8 center 1n PariS where there about three or 

four hundred Egyptian Jews, I went over there a week or so 

ago and I tried to look for somebody who coUld give me a 

story and I found this gentleman, snd as he talked 1t 

occurred to me that I ought to br1ng him over here, and very 
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quickly we got a visa for h1m trom the Amer1can Embassy 1n 

Parie, and he 1s here tor 8 few days • 

I want hIm to tell the story to our top leader

shIp snd I want hIm to tell his story to you ror publIc 

reproductIon, but I can't use hIs real name, and I think 

you can Bay why his real name can't be used, because he 

stIll has famIly In Egypt. I wouldn ' t identify a 8ister 

snd seven children because they could make a check of who 

has seven children. 

A VOICE: Say relatives. 

MR. SPIEGEL: Just one questIon . For a further 

dramatic Impact, this vivid account you have given we 

could say has been based on the ract that you have had 

these almost daily intervIews wIth 811 these people whom 

you hsve met, the Egyptisn J .. ws abroad, 1s that rIght? 

RABBI FRIEDMAN: It is correct. I met these 

Egyptlsn Jews In Paris, I met them on buses where they 

were being taken down to 8 large center wbich we are main

taining In Vichy where there about seven hundred Jews 

concentrated . There are five hundred almost concentrated 

in Msrseilles . I talked to them before they were shipped 

out ther... I went down to Rome and spoke to them in Rome . 

r ------II---------------------- ...... I-ON aTI:NOTV" • •• ~IIT ••• 
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I went to Naples to meet the ship and spoke to them in 

Naples, hundreds of them. I would say that in the course 

of five or six days I spoke literally to hundreds of 

Egyptian Jews . 

MR. TOBENKIN : What it come. to -- you returned 

Saturday. You were in Italy and France and where else? 

RABBI FRIEDMAN: Austria on the Hungerian story 

which I w1ll ccae to after we finish the Egyptian side . 

I waa in Austria for three days, over to the Hungarian 

border and got ahot at and didn't like the feeling. 

In Pari. in a ~aaium actually of a school - 

it i. called the gymnaBe Japy, in a large basketball court 

which had been divided up into cubicles with yellow shower 

curtains, there were cots put out and there were several 

hundred people there, and I found this fellow and started 

talkIng to him, and then decided to ougbt wbring h1m over 

here, and it all worked in a matter of a few days. We 

are uaing the name David Menachem. There will be no pict 

urea of him . If they want him on television , we will aay 

no be. ause he's got two .isters of his family in France 

and the other one and the children still to come from Egypt. 

Let me Just make it very clear that Mr . Menachem 

E--------lf------------ ----------.... 1..0N .TIlNOTY ... RUOItTIUt. 
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1s no leader or Egyptian Jewry. He 1s not 8 member of the 

J ewish community, the ofCicial J ewi . h community of Cairo 

or Alexandria. He is to me the best example to bring here 

because he is vox populi. He is just an ordinary Jew of 

Egypt. He is literate and he is verbal and he can speak 

as well,as you will hear, and he knows how to describe 

what he. happened to him, but I pm not presenting him as 

the head of the Egyptian Jewish community who is going to 

speak officially for all the Jew •• 

He is telling his own story, but in telling his 

own story I am convinced that 1t is a typical cross

.ection story, and that is why I invited him to come over 

here, and I am very happy to present to you Mr. Menachem, 

and he can tell you his awn version of his own personal 

experiences. 

MR . MENACHEM: Fi rst let me t hank all of you who 

have come here to hear me, because we Jews of Egypt be 

lieve that what we need 1s 8 Moses . I am speaking from 

per.enal experience, of what hsppened to me in Egypt. 

My Camily was born in Egypt for three generation • • 

After what we have been through, these latest events, I 

can say 1t may be that just before the com1ng summer all 

;-------li----------------------..... L O N . TIENOTV ... 1It1l~IIIT.lt. 
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the Jew. will be thrown out of' Egypt and our goal, you 

can say, 1s Israel • 

16 

Speaking not only of' sequestration and conf'is

cated property, the way the Egyptians have dealt with us 

is to ill-treat us. Some of' ua have been tortured. I 

know them personally. I won't give name a because they have 

relatives too in Egypt at this time. 

You could say I Was • commercial agent in a 

French company, and from October until the tenth of' Nov

ember we feared and --

RABBI FRm1lllAJll. Why don I t you give them the 

dates ss you gave them to me of What happened to you? 

MR. MENACHEM: Well, when the Israeli sttack 

began we were 80 scared that we fled town tor ten days. 

A VOICE I From .nere? 

MR. MEIIA. HEM: From Oairo. Then we returned 

home, lived there tor one or two days and then one evening , 

about ten oblock --

RABBI FRmDMAII: You told me the date was the 

eleventh of' November. 

MR. MEIIACHEM: 11th or 12th. I had gone to a 

movie. When I returned home I found 811 my familY mute. 

i-------Ir------------------ ----....... L.ON .T~OTY ... JlIl~ .. T.JI. 
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leave -- not Jews. 

Then ten days later we received instructions to 

report to the police station and there I went and was 

ordered to leave. Because of my shortage of funds, having 

no official papers to leaye, I went to my company to cash 

my salary check. I borrowed money end I poid for my 

ticket. 

On the fourth of December I was in Paris. 

RABBI l'RmmIAJI', Bow did you COllIe out? 

MR. MEHACHEM: You had to have a visa to get out. 

I would say the most decent of all the consuls in Egypt 

was the Italian Consul. ~ cousin who was thrown out be

fore me is an Italian Jew. He went to the Italian Consul 

asking for his visa and he told me these very words: the 

Ita11an Consul shut the doors and talked to Italians ask

ing for that viss and told my cousin, IIWe have among us 

CAristlans and Jews, Italian. The Christians can leave 

sfterwards. Let us give the Jews the first chance to get 

out. It 

RABBI FRIEDMAN: Let me interrupt, gentlemen. 

That is a fact snd the Italisn government has been wonderful 

about it. I don't think that we ought to use that sentence. 

I-----__ !> ______________________ A •• L O N .TaNOT.,. .... 1l1'O"T ••• 
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There is DO point in putting rriends or ours in Jeopardy, 

that the Italian government actually gave preference to 

Jews over Christians. 

MR. LEVY: The use of the name International 

Red Cross with the ship has been connected up. 

RABBI FRIEDMAN: You didn't get it from me, be

cause I haven't been in the country and I don't know. 

Mr. Menachem left Egypt, by the way, on a Sabina Airlines 

plane to Belgium -- typical of the way Jews got on all 

kinds of aircraft going anywhere to Europe, and while he 

said that the Italian government has been wonderful, I 

think it should also be noted that the French and the 

Belgian governments have also admitted for entrance even 

stateless Jews who have no passports. European govern

ments are simply shocked by this thing and ere trying to 

help snd regularities ere being waived and Jews are coming 

into Europe, and they are coming in w1th transit visas, 

and for once we don't see them blocked by the red tape, 

Which is why we have a good hope that we can actually res

oue them if we can keep enough money gotng , and if no 

political conditions occur which will block their exit. 

MR. LEVY: May we go ahead now, gentlemen, and 

r ------II-----------------------....... 1..0N .TI[NOTV~£ 'U:PORTI!RB 
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Mr. Men8chem w11l start, and he w111 conclude shortly and 

we will throw open the meeting to questions • 

MR. MENACHEM: I would also like to mention the 

way in which the expulsion of the Jews is tsking place. 

They are being expelled by stages. First, those who are 

holders of foreign passports, then the stateless, and that 

usually goes by living areaS. Juat ss you say Times 

Squsre, Rockefeller Oenter, Madison Sq usre, every living 

area is being emptied or its Jews, step by step. 

Very few Jews have Egyptian citizenship, and 

according to the new law issued I suppose there are very 

rew who are more than 57 years of age. Everybody who wa s 

not born by 1900 is lisble to lose his citizenship. Any 

raIse accusation, 8n anonymous letter accusing you of being 

a Zionist -- you are immediately expelled and sometimes 

you go under third degree questioning. My 8ister has been 

under third degree quest1on1ng, and when I met her in 

Faris she was crying so much that all the people at the 

station gathered around, asking what had happened. 

I suppose it is up to you gentlemen to let the 

Americans know what will happen in the immediate future 

-if steps are not taken to help the Jews leave as quickly as 

r-------II-----------------------.... A~O ~ IrllNOTYPI: jllIIPORTIlR. r-
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possible. 

• RABBI FRIEDMAN: All right, fellows, I think 

that every time Menachem sterts to tell his story, I can 

see what happens to him, so that let's leave it here, and 

if you've got any questions of me or him, let's try to 

an awer them. 

A VOICE: Could we know aosething about the 

Chief RabbI? What Is hIs position now? 

RABBI FRIEDMAN: I can tell you the story on that. 

You all read the statement that he made in which he said --

the Chief Rabbi H8choum, who i8 almost blind and who is 

about 85 years old -- I think you all read the ststement 

he made in which he said that the situatIon of Jews In 

Egypt wss fine and so on.I don't remember the deteils of 

it. But that wes the general tone of it. I got the story 

on that. There are two versions of it but the two versions 

are only w1th minor variations. 

He made that statement under extreme pressure 

• and duress. The two Versions are, one: thBt he was 

threatened with the arrest of all the Jews of Egypt if he 

wouldn't make the statement, and the other version was that 
. 

he wes threatened wIth the confiscstion of the property 

E-------I~----------------------&III&t.ON 'TII:NOTYP.( IIII:PORTIUI. 
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or every single Jew in Egypt if he wouldn't make the state

ment • 

Now, thoBe are var1ations on the theme -- either 

the total arrest or the total expropriation of property. 

But with those two variations the story remain. the same. 

Half an hour before that press conference was held, he W86 

told about it and given this choice, The press was invited 

to his house. the radio people were invited to his house. 

the microphones were all set uP. the interview took place 

in his house and one half hour before the thing took pla~ 

he was confronted with this. handed a prepared statement 

and told .. nEither you say this or .. \I and then you get one 

of the other versions. One group of people says the alter

native was total arrest; the other group of people tell me 

the alternative was total exprOpriation. so that he made 

this statement with a gun at hi. head. not literally but 

figuratively. and I wouldn't want to pa.s judgment on whether 

he shoUld or should not have made that statement. Faced 

with those alternatives it wasn't easy for him to deCide 

what to do but those are the exact circumstances under 

which that interview took place. 

MR. SPIEGEL: May we get the full name of this 

t-------I~---------------------- ... IUL.O~ S TI:N O TYI'I[ ItI PO IH ERS 
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ch1ef rabb1? 

RABBI FRIEDMAII: Cha1m Nahum Effendi. Effend1 

is a t1tle of honor. 

JOSH: The Egyptians were c1rculat1ng here a 

letter from a lawyer -- I forget hi. name -- and they say 

that they w111 bring h1m here as a member of the Egyptian 

community. 

RABBI FRIEDMAN: I saw • short paragraph at the 

end of an article somewhere. 

JOSH: I wonder if Mr. Menachem could give us 

the background of that . 

MR. SPIEGEL: There are one or two pol1t1cal 

th1ngs I would like to ask h1m 1n reference to h1s state

ment. Mr. Menachem aays that there are four places where 

they hold these Jews and I was wonder1ng if perhaps he knew 

of a prison ship 1n 8 harbor there or somewhere that they 

have been using as a pr1son to hold the Egyptian Jews. 

RABBI FRIEDMAN: Do you know anything a bout a 

ship in the harbor on which they have been holding Egyptian 

Jews Be prisoners? 

MR. MENACREM: We have been confined to our homes 

since the very outbreak of hostilities. OUr telephones 

1---------1'---------------------- ... ", .. ON ITIlNOTVPIl "ItPOIITIlRS 
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were cut orr. Mine was cut orr just berore hostilities, 

15 days berore it happened. It coUld have been out or order 

but all the telephones of the Jews were cut orr, no com

munication, house arrest, 1n Jail. 

A VOICE: Firteen days prior to the attack? 

MR. MENACHEM: It could have been out of order 

but all the telephones of the Jews were cut orf. I woUldn't 

be sure of all the Jews. 

MR. LEVY: When waa your telephone cut ofr? Be-

rore October 29th? 

MR. SPIEGEL: When wa. the Israel attack? 

RABBI FRIEDMAN: !he 29th or October. 

The answer about the ship is that you don't know 

snything about it? 

MR. MENACHEM: I don't know. I know the four 

places. I have seen one of them. 

MR. LEVY: You say you Baw one? 

MR. MENACHEM: I had a chance to see the people 

who were jailed. Some have relatives thare and I went 

just to have a look. 

A VOICE: Do you know anything about what hap

pened to the Jews serving in the Egyptian army? Are they 

- II----------------------..... \I..ON .TI:NOTy~e: IU:1'O"TIt". 
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still there? 

MR. MENACHEM: The Egyptian army refuses any 

Jew born in Egypt or elsewhere. Some have been dismissed. 

I know a fellow who was a precision fitter. He was forced 

out. 

A VOICE: OUtside of cutting off the telephone, 

were th@re any other indicattons of expulsion of Jews prior 

to October 29th? 

MR . MERACHEM: That I just coUldn't say . 

A VOICE : In this rel@ase there are mentioned 

photostats of the confiscated firms and also the new 

nationality law of November 23rd . Do we have copies of 

this? 

RABBI FRIEDMAN. We have copies of it . Are we 

making them available? 

MR . LEVY : We can ahow those . We have those . 

We w1ll produce those . 

MR . TOBENKIN: Is there any eVidence that these 

actions by the Nasser government are inspired by former 

Nazls? 

RABBI FRIEDMAN: Did you get the question? 

MR . MENACHEM: Yes, I got it . I will answer that . 

--IJ-----------------------.... LON ITIl"'OTY". IIIlPOIHIl". 
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At the very outbreak of the revolution, there 

WBS mentioned 1n the newspapers 19 names of generals of 

the Wehrmacht. 

RABBI FRIEJIoIAR: By the outbreak of the revolution 

you mean when? 

MR. MENACHEM: Before Nasser -- the administra

tion of Naguib. 

MR. LEVY: How were they mentioned? 

MR. IIENACHEII. They were mentioned by a French 

correspondent, Genevieve Tabuit (?). 

MR. lEVY: She said they were assisting in the 

revolution? 

MR. MENACHEII: They were the background, the 

real revolution-makers, the Nszi. . Everything was done 

at their instructions. 

MR. TOBENKIN: Was that 19 or 90? 

MR. MENACHEM : 18, in fact. 

MR. SPIEGEL: Do you know by any chance whether 

or not these Nazi generals who were in the Nazi army hold 

top positions today, and perhaps in a way have been re

sponsible for this so- called brutal efficiency? 

MR. MENACHEM: We were rather amazed at the 
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8chedUling and the program of sequestration and the summon-

• ing of people to police headquarters, the department of 

investigation and the expulsion of the Jews. It was 

time-clocked. 

MR. SPIEGEL: Would th.t mske you feel it might 

be Nazi-inspired. th@~ficiency of this thing? 

MR. MENACHEM: The Nazis at first and recently 

the RUBsians. 

MR. SPIEGEL: Nszis and Rus.ians involved in this? 

MR. MENACHEM: Yes. 

MR. TOBENKIN: The ex-Nezis and people with whom 

the German army have presently e~loyed, or simply with 

Russia, ere the one primarily responsible for this anti-

Semitic pogrom, is that what you are saying? 

MR. MENACHEM: The efficiency, no. I wouldn't 

say that. 

MR. TOBENKIN: I understand the efficiency. I 

ssk you, is this program inspired by the ex-Nazis and the 

• Russians or is it purely an indigenous thing to Nasser? 

MR. MENACHEM: No, this is Nasser's business, not 

the Nazis. The efficiency comes from the Nazis. 

MR. TOBENKIN: It is his idea but they are helping 
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and right now they are getting out. 

MR. TClBENKDr: You see the point I was making? 

RABBI FRIEI!IAN: I sure do. 

MR. LEVY: You are not quite correct. In the 

beginning of the Hitler regime, he did drive the Jew. out. 

RABBI FRIEDMAN: I wanted to correot that, but 

if we are going to drop the pOint, We will drop the whole 

thing. 

MR. TClBENKDr: I thinking of the latter period 

of the Hazi. when they wouldn't let them out. 

RABBI FRIEDMAIf: The best way to make the com

pariaon at the moment, Paul, 18 that in the Naz1 per10d 

between 1933 when he came to power and September 1939 when 

the war started, Jews oouldn't get out. After that it be

came impossible and they got k1lled. Therefore, for com

parative purposes, and let's keep th1s off the record be

cause, as I say, I have no evidence, you m1ght say that 

the s1tuation in Egypt today m1ght be 1936, 1937, 1938 • 

It is not yet 1939 where death order a are ready. 

MR. TClBENKDr: Is there a possibility or a prob-

abil1ty? 

RABBI FRIEDMAN: I don't have any indicat10n that 
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would permit me to make that statement. Ir I had, be11eve 

me, I would make it • 

MR . TOBENKI!f: Leave it off the record. 

DICK: I was going to try to widen this somewhat . 

Is there any danger to other Jews 1n North Africa follow

ing this situation now both in Egypt snd in Israel, in 

Morocoo, TUni8ia, Algeria? 

RABBI FRIEIJIAN. '!'here again, that i8 a u-ribly 

tense and delicate thing where the lives of people are at 

stake, and the 81tuation is mixed . Bourguiba, for instance, 

the Prime Minister of TUniS, has actually intervened with 

Nasser on behalf of Jews who have TUnisian nationality. 

He has intervened by sl!y1ng, l1 you must treat them more 

moderately." '!'his 18 a favorable thing . 

The Sultan 1n Morocco has said nothing, but 

again for political background on this thing, the Sultan 

of Morocco W88 pressured six months ago and eight months 

ago by Nasser not to let the Jews out of Morocco, because 

they would add to the strength of Israel, and the Sultan 

gave in to that pressure and the mass em1gration of Jews 

from Morocco was closed off a8 of June the 11th . Now the 

Sultan of Morocco can say, "\/hat the hell, Egypt is throwing 
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her Jews out .nd they .re all gOing to Israel to strengthen 

Israel. Why shouldn't we do the s.me?" So there might be 

that repercussion. We don't know. 

Therefore, if you will permit me to keep th.t 

p.rt off the record, all I do want to say about it is that 

1 ... are stUl coming out of North Africa. This much can 

go on the record, let's put 1t that way. There are over 

three thousand North Afr1can Jew. 1n a camp in Marseilles 

who have CODe out of North Afr1ca and Who are wa1t1ng to 

be bl"ought to I .... el, and every .hip that goes through 

takes North Afr1can Jews and then .top. 1n an Italian port 

and p1cks up Egypt1an lew. and takes them over. 

MR. TOBENXIN: You pointed out at the beg1nning 

of thi8 conference that Bome Jews are 1n France and various 

places, some 1n Italy. You mentIoned Belgium, you ment10ned 

other countries. Can we assume or wl11 you tell us what 1s 

the ultimate dest1nation? Where are they going to wind up? 

In Israel, or don't you know? 

RABBI FRIEDMAN: Most of them, Paul, by far the 

largest majority of them .re going to wind up in Israel as 

Mr. Menachem himself said. OUr goal is Israel. 

MR. TOBENKlN: And you will tr.nsport them? 
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RABBI FRIEIlMAlI: Yes. 

MR. TOBEJIIDJr: You 11'111 have to transport them 

from France or Italy? 

RABBI FRIEJXIIAN: That ie right. 

MR. SPIEGEL: That ie why we called attention 

to the acute financial proaem involved. 

RABBI FRIEIlMAlI: If you want to get into the 

financial problem on the thing, it is just going to run 

to the tens of million. of dollars to handle the Egyptian 

Jewe alone, into the tens of m1llions. I won't eay that 

every single Jew frOB Egypt 1e going to wind up in Israel 

because there are a few thousand Jewe in Egypt who have 

relatives on the Continent, and if their relatives can 

manage to take care of them they may stay with their rela

tives, but I would est1mate that of the 45 or 50,000 Jews, 

ninety percent of them, 85 percent of them --

MR. TOBEJIIDJr: How about those with other citizen

.hip? Mr. Menachem apparently has French citizenahip • 

MR . SPIEClEL: I'm sorry. 85 percent of theee 

expelled Jews? 

RABBI FRIEIlMAlI: I would say ninety. 

MR. SPIEGEL: Have this deeire to go to Israel? 
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RABBI FRIEDMAN: I can only give you figures 

on this ship . 976 Jews were on this first ship, the MISR, 

and of the 976 on the first ship, 885 of them were trans 

shipped four days later by their own choice onto snother 

vessel going to Israel. 885 out of 976 g1ves you the ratio 

and it 1" g01ng to be the same on "ubsequent vessels . 

DICK: Do you f1nd that also true of the Hungar1an 

~ews? 

RABBI FRIE!IIAN: Let me not drop th1s point sbout 

the financ1al responsibility . OUr exper1ence has shown us 

that g1ve a l1ttle b1t or take a little bit , it costs us 

about a thou"and dollars per person to taka a Jew from a 

land from wh1ch he is running away, to take him to Israel, 

and what we call first year abaorption coats . Second, 

third, fourth year absorption costs later on are 8n addi 

t10nal burden, but th1" thousand dollars per head 1s what 

we now know to be first year, and 1f we are talk1ng about 

45 or 50,000 Egyptian Jews, that is $45 or $50,000,000 

r1ght there. 

Let's not talk about any other kind of refugees, 

Hungarian refugees, North African refugees. So we came out 

w1th th1s figure of $100,000,000 in the Rescue Fund based 
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upon a concept that 1n 1957 we would see 100,000 refugees 

mov1ng out of lands of denger and moving into Isrsel, and 

the financial burden of that thing is absolutely Btagger-

ing. It is b1gger than anything we have been faced with. 

Let me give you a figure. I don't think it ia 

in the .tory. The hell with it. Let's put iton the record. 

The first week in 1957 -- and thia 1s only the second 

week -- the first week of 1957 two thousand Jews entered 

Israel, all kinds. Two thousand refugees entered Israel, 

which gives us the impression that when we drew up this 

calculstion on December the first of 100,000 Jews, that 

here January first we are slready demonstrating that the 

proportions are correct, becsuse if it goes on at Jl;hia 

rate of two thou88nd in a week, it is 100,000 a year, so 

we may be off a little bit, but not by a very few thousand, 
it 

and the thing I want to underline sbout/ie, we haven't 

been faced with this kind of an emigration since the first 

year of Israel's lire when she was born . 

From May 15, 1948 until a year later, May 1949, 

in the first year when the DP camps were emptk! from l!u1!ope, 

I th1nk a couple of hundDd thousand Jews came tnto Israel. 

That wa~ the big flood. Since then I don't think we have 
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had this number, and that ls a stsggerlng flgure. 

MR. SPIEGEL: You call this a record influx? 

RABBI FRIEDMAlI': Absolutely, no exaggeration on 

that. That ls why we really have got to run the kind of a 

campalgn that wlll be blgger than anythlng we have done 

before. 

A VOICE: If I may return to the situation wlthin 

Egypt, the conflscatlon of JewlBh property, was that done 

pursuant to any partlcular law8, orders, regulations of the 

Egyptlan governaent? 

RABBI FRIEDMAII, 'es. The first list that W8S 

publiahed had ~64 names of uslnesses on It. I see what 

they have given you here ls the flrst sheet of lt, which 

goes down to 110. 186. These are .amea and addresses of 

people whoee businesses were confiscated. This Is down 

to 186. There are two or three other sheet. carrying up 

to the total of 464, I thlnk, lf I am not mlstaken. 

A VOICE: II that an offlclal document? 

RABBI FRIKDMAI: Yea, this ia proclalmed under 

.ilitary Bulletin 110. Four dated the 8th of lIovember 1956. 

A VOICE: What rea Bon do they glve? 

RABBI FRIEDMAN: 110 reason at all. This ls an 

...-------Ib----------------------.... I..o""' I TI:NOTYPI: It.PORTIl"'. 



• 

• 

37 

expropriation of the property of the f ollowing people who 

are persons who are interned and it gives the names end 

addresses. It doesn't say that they are Jews or that they 

are rich Jews . By a military proclamation, they have de 

cided to expropriate the property . 

A VOICE : Whet is an internee there, what is his 

status, how doee he become an internee? 

RABBI FRIEDMAN: He has been put in ja11, ar-

rested and put in jail . 

A VOICE : For what reason? 

RABBI FRIEDMAN: Because he is a Jew. 

A VOICE : Why aren't all Jews in priaon? 

RABBI FRIEaoIAIf: From what I can gather, they 

attempted to arrest the richest ones they could put their 

hsnds on. They didn't get ell of them end they elso got 

poor ones 1n among the rich ones, but the intent was -

end this is the story that people give me -- the intent we. 

to get the richest ones, get them in jail and while they 

are in jail expropriate their property, block the bank ac 

count~ put 1n an EgyptIan manager of the business, take it 

away from the man. 

A VOICE: Is he and his family put in jail? 
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RABBI FRIEDMAN: In SOllIe c8ses, just he. In some 

cases more than one member of 8 family, 80 that when we 

talk about five hundred to a thousand people who have been 

put in jail, this 1s mostly single members of the fam11y, 

the head of the business, but in some cases includes addi

tional members of the family. So that it is not a thousand 

business-owners, heads of families. It might be siX 

hundred, it m1ght be seven hundred With some extra people 

who were jailed with them. 

that? 

A VOICE: Do they charge them with anything? 

RABBI FRIEDMAN. No, not charged with anyth1ng. 

A VOICE: '!'hey don't go to court or anything like 

RABBI FRIEDMAN: No. 

A VOICE: Do they confiscate businesses from Jews 

who are not in jail? 

RABBI FRIEDMAN: Has every Jew1sh businessman 

whose business --

A VOICE: I am presuming that when they put a 

man in ja11, they have the right while he 1s in ja11, let's 

assume, that they can take his property sway . Th1s of 

course is just their think1ng . Do they confiscate property 
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A VOICE: Was this fact known? 

MR. MENACIlEM: Before comlng here, on the very 

day I took the plane to come here I had seen the director 

of thls hospltal. He had not one penny ln hls pocket. I 

gave hlm two pounds from the money I had. 

A VOICE: Is thls fact known, for lnstance, to 

the Amerlcan dlplomatlc representatlves ln Egypt who clalm 

they have no eVidence? 

MR. MEIlAC!IEM: He was jailed for 42 days. I had 

seen his wife and Bon on the plane. 

A VOICE: Is this Dr. Cohen? 

RABBI FRIE~: The dlrector. 

A VOICE: These men who are ln jall, do they 

get out? 

RABBI FRIEDMAN: Yes. Ofr the record, gentlemen. 

The basls on whlch the Red Cross makes up the compoSitlon 

of the passenger llst on lts flrst ship and wlll make up 

the cOMpsltlon of the passenger llst on the second shlp 

ls to take the people out of jall. 

A VOICE: I s that permltted? 

RABBI FRIEDMAN: Yes, it ls permitted for the 

Red Cross to take these people out of jail, on trains from 
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Cairo up to Alexandria;1n handcuffs on the trains, off the 

train in Alexandria, into the prison at Alexandria for 

one night and onto the ship, and on the ship they sign 

that they are leaving the country of their own free Will 

and the handcuffs are taken back on the ship. This I get 

from the Red Cross guy, but what the Red Cross has done 

has worked out a deal whereby it is getting the people 

out of jail, and those are the people the Red Cross is 

putting on those ships, and I have a hope that if the 

thing continues to work, that all of the people in Jail 

will be able to be gotten out that way, which is why I 

. don't want to disturb it. When there are no more people 

in jail and the Red Cross has finished that part of the 

operation, I wouldn't hesitate to use their name. 

A VOICE: You mentioned before that American 

representat1ves are still for further evidence. 

RABBI FRmDMAN: I was very careful. Don't 

misquote me on thst. I deliberately want to be vague • 

You know what I mean and I know what I mean. 

A VOICE : But do they have this evidence that 

Mr. Menachem told us and you told us, about the handcuffs, 

about the treatment of Jew1sh hospital pat1ents and so on? 
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If they were put on the sidewsl~, most likely everybody 

would know about it • 

RABBI FRIEDMAN: I would appreciate it very much 

if you would ask the State Department that question . 

A VOICE : What I mean to say is, if you know if 

they were informed of these things. 

RABBI FRIEDMAN : I know they were informed. 

A VOICE: How about the people on the sidewslk? 

MR. LEVY: The1r relat1ves were supposed to come 

and p1ck them up . 

RABBI FRIEDMAN: I would like to take a few min

utes on the Hungarian business which I know, next to th1s 

Egyptian story, doesn't have the punch, but while you are 

here let me take a few minutes to report on the thing. 

Fifteen percent of the Jewish population of 

Hungary has left that country . In numbers, 16,500 Jews 

have left as of three days ago. Now, you have to keep 

adding to that the number who come over every night . It 

1 s a couple of hundred J ews every night. Out of an influx 

now that is around 790, the total influx has dropped to 

about seven hundred a night, of which about two hundred 

are Jews . 
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A VOICE : 17,000 Jews? 

RABBI FRIEDMAN: 17,000, because I am giving you 

my figure when I left . 

MR . SPIEGEL: Out of how many? 

RABBI FRIEDMAN: 110,000 . Of the 17,000, 

4,500 Jew. have lett Austria , about 2,100 have come to 

the United States, 1,100 have gone to Israel, 850 to Canada, 

about 350 to Australia . It ought to add up to about 

4,500. What does it add up to? 

A VOICE : 4,500. 

RABBI FRIEDMAN: That's about it. Which means 

that there are between 12,000 and 12,500 Jews, Hungarian 

Jews blocked up in Austria right now. 

I was misquoted, I think it was 1n an IN story, 

about the fact that I said that Europe 18 finished for the 

Jewa . I didn't say it and that isn't what I meant . 

Hungarian Jews do not want resettlement in Europe. That 

is the p01nt I was trying to make. Hungarian Jews want 

resettlement overseas . That means to them those four 

countries: Canada, the United states, Australia, Israel , 

and that is the reason why there are so many clogged up 

1n Austria, because they are waiting for resettlement over-
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care and maintenance unt1l resettlement opportunities cen 

be worked out, and that whole cost 1s be1ng borne r1ght now 

by the JDC, J01nt D1str1but10n Comm1ttee, aga1n wh1ch draws 

1ts funds from us. 

MR. SPIEGEL: Would you tell me again what was 

the f1gure of the Jew1sh refUgee populat1on 1n Austr1a? I 

mEed that. 

RABBI FRIEMAN: Current? 17,000 have come 1nto 

Austr1a, 4,500 have gone aut. 

DICK: What are they runn1ng from? Is there 

ant1-semit1sM 1n Hungary? 

RABBI FRIErI!AN: It's a good quest10n snd I 

marked down 1n th1s notebook of m1ne, wh1ch 1s the way I 

always work overseas -- let me read to you 8 half page here. 

In the camp at Tre1skirchen, the bIg camp Nixon 

went to, I ran into a woman -- 8 family of elsen people. 

They are all skilled ta1lors. They came out as a group, 

eleven of them. They made the last thirty kilometres on 

foot. They crossed the border on the tenth of December. 

Two of the ch1ldren of the fam1ly of eleven, ages e1ght 

and two, caught the flu and had frostb1tten toes, and so 

they are 1n the hosp1tal, wh1ch 1s why the whole fam1ly un1t 








