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UNITED JEWISH APPEAL 
TELEPHONE ROUND TABLE 
':1EDNESDAY , SEPI'TI!h:BER 29 , 1948 
1 : 30 to 2 : 00 P . M. 

MR . MORGENTHAU: 

S?~AKERS 

HENRY ~:ORGE.NTF..AU , Jn . 
IIBTIBERT H. LEEHAN 
ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN 
JONAH B. WISE 
ED¥1IN ROSENBERG 
ALE~l!!R ALBAI..A 

I want to welcome you to this v~ry brief business 

conference . Sitting here vith me arc Governor 

Lohman , Robbi Israel Goldstein , Rabbi Jonah B. Vise , 

Edwin Rosenberg and o young ::-oon by the name ct 

Alexander Albala , a Captain in the .A:rmy of Israel . 

V.lh.at ·we bave to suy to you will be brief . No one 

is here for the purpose of mak i ng speeches . 

First of all, as Gunerol Chairman, I owo you & 

report on tho st~tus of the 1948 United Jewish 

Appeal campaign . A year ego , I called some of you 

together at a national confcr0ncc in New York to 

t alk to you about the progress of the drive . To 

spare you tho difficulties involved in tTavclling 

to a meeting and to save time , we are using the 

medium of the telo9hono . ~·10 know that all of you 

want to be vdth your families during tho High 

Holidays . 
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I don't have to t e ll you that a gr eat deal ha s 

happened t his year. The best v.ray I know· ho·w to 

put it is to say that the Jewish communities of 

America have kept in per f ect step with history . 

The rosponsc to tho campai gn thus f ar has been 

ver y encourQging . In nlany cases , communi ties and 

their l oaders have achieved t he impossible . Some 

of yo-:.i may ask -- nArc we going to r a ise 

$250 , 000,000 in 1948? 

I have studied the figures , I hove r ead tho comnunit) 

r eports , and I mus t truthfully say that we ·will not 

raiso the full quota of ~:~250 , 000 , 000 . Then, you 

might as k , how close will v10 get t o our objective? 

That question , it S3cms to me , will be answer ed by 

the cities and tovms tha t arc no1H in the midst of 

t h£ir f all campai gns . If they do a s well as the 

spring communities , then we \'rill have a r esult that 

will be a credit to all .American J ews . \'le will 

definitely r a ise this year substuntially more than 

we rais0d in 1947 . 

·we have come to r egard the ~;Year of Dcstiny:i as 

a casua l s logan , but how else can we describe a 

year which sc.:.w the proclamation ond establishment 

of tho State of Isr ael . 
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\!hen the United Nations voted to establish a Jewish 

State, the Arabs declared war on the Jews of Israel . 

It was an uneven battle from the start . The Jews 

foced an cneny that seemed to have all the trump 

cards, unlimited manpower, and all tho fighting 

equipment , and more , that the armies of six 

countries could use . It vms nothing less than 

David feeing Goliath . 

I run sure that you knot'/ c.11 the facts by this time . 

I am sure it is enough to say that your dollars -­

millions of dollars in cash -- turned defeat into 

victory . You gave the horoic young men and women 

of Israel the things they needed to drive out the 

Arab invaders . You turned the tide of history. 

Thero just aron ' t any r;ords the.t cun describe the 

nomentous achi evement of American Jews in that 

grave hour of crisis . It has made me proud of my 

heritage as a Jov1. It has Ii'.adu me proud to be 

c.ssociatad Li th you in the cause of Jewish survival 

and r econstruction . 

The gates of Israel are wide open . Tho Jewish nation 

is free to welcome its own people homo . .An:l they 

hnve beGn coming homo. They have been coming home 

because you -- the Jewish communities of America --

you have provided tbu cash to build the bridge er 

ships to the l and of their hopes and dreams . 
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Only a short time ago the refugees used to enter 

Palestine at the rnte of 1 1 500 a month -- a mor e 

trickl e . Today , they are steaming into the State 

of Israel at the rate of 10 , 000 and 12, 000 a 

month -- or more . This month -- Dr . Joseph 

Schv.iartz of the JDC, who has just gone back to 

Europe , has told me -- this month , no less than 

14, 000 r efugees vri.11 be brouG}lt to Israel . 

\'/hen we met last December and adopted the quote. 

for the 1948 United Jenn.sh i ppeal -- we spoke in 

terms of an i.li-n.icretion into Israel of a total of 

75 , 000 for the year . In the first eicht months 

of the yeo.r, you helped 60, 000 come in . ~:i th your 

help, we have mare thc..n fulfilled 011r promise . 

Fe have no\! r eached a point in the operations of 

the Unit..-d Jevvish Ap9cc.l wl1orJ the funds thc.t He 

have 1till decide th~ scop~ of our .vork from 

nm·1 on . Hm: !!l.any Jcv1s sh.:.11 l:i.. ve in the D .P . 

c~ps? IIo\: rru:!!:Y Jeus sn:J..ll go to Israel? How 

many shnll bo helped to come to the Dhitcd States , 

and how mu.ny of those who rc~nin in Europe will 

have the chunce to rebuild the ir lives? 

I believe that ii' v1e conduct thi s meeting in the 

form of a round table discus sion, we wi.11 get the 

answers vie t'.rant • 



t 
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I have stressed immieretion into Israel . lir. 

Ros enberg , cnn you tell us brief'ly what the 

situBtion is Vii.th reg~rd to immigration into the 

United St a tes? V!e kno\•; the new· D . P . law 

discriminates against Jer1s . But has thv United 

Service for New lmlcricans had the chance to study 

how the new la\.'1 is going to v1ork? 

(Cont ' d . on nc-~t page) 
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The new D. P . law i s a restrictive one . There is 

no doubt o.bout it , 'Nlr . ll.1or genthau . But it is u 

matter of how its provisions nre interpr eted • . 
Right now, the D.P. Commission has set up 

r egulations which we believe ·will enabl e as nany 

Jews to come to this country as we will provi de 

for. He have recei vcd estimates from the IRO , 

tho JDC , and Dr . \\'illirun Hober , Advisor on Jewish 

Affairs t o the Commanding General , und these 

indicate that a vory substanti al number of Jewish 

DP' s maJr be eligible to come to tho United States 

from the D . P . crunps ~lone . l'.ril the. t do cs not 

include those who will be coming in from countries 

outside of the D. P . centers . 

Hhat about the immediate ne&ds, I:ir . Rosenberg? 

Well, the f a.ct is that within the next two weeks, 

the first boat loads will nrrive here from 

Germ.any under the new law. Tho first boa t will 

arrive on October 16 in I-Jew York a nd the second 

will arrive on October 25 in Boston , and they 

will come with incrcetsing frequGncy from then on . 

For exrun.ple, in November there will bo four boats , 

in December there will be six , 2.nd by March there 

will be between ten and eleven ships coming in 

each month , d irect f r om the D.P. centers . Ther e 

will be substuntia.l numbers of Jews on each. 



GOV. LEHhl.A.li : 
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Mr . Morgenthau , I ' d like to touch on one of the 

basic points of this new law. lvlr . Rosenberg , I 

understand that befor e any refugee can qualify 

for emigrati on , the new law requires that a 

coznmunity -- the communi ty i n whi ch the newcomer 

i s to settle -- must give a defi nite guar ant ee 

of a job and housing . ~ 1hat experience has the 

United Servi ce had v;i th this procedure , 

I.:r . Ros en berg? 

Under the nevi D. P . Act , t he l ocal communit i es 

play a much l ar ger part i n t he reception and car e 

of refugees t han they have i n tte past . The 

new Act now requests as e. matt er of law what v1e 

i n United Service and the communities have done 

throughout the year s . Fr ankly, Governor Lebman , 

I am glad you r a i sed th i s question . There i s 

not a Je· :ish cow.munity in any part of this 

count r y with whom ·we have worked t hat has not 

r esponded maenificently . Communities have 

gone all out in rounding up jobs and housing 

accommodations for those w'ho are Ywaiting to 

come here . Of course , the better the job i s 

done , the more people will be able to come 

and that means the !!lore money wil l have to be 

spent . Part of t ~at money v;ill have to be 

spent right at the por t \Ther e the people arrive. 
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Part or it will have to be spent in resettling 

them ond giving them the first eme r gency 

assistance. Some of t bat help will now .l:Je given 

in the communities . USNA has agreed to assist 

communities financially where necessary, to the 

extent of one hundred dollars per person to 

cover initial needs for food, clothing , and 

shelter , which previously were provided in the 

port of entry city . 

It is easy to see why United Service needs 

immediate cash • 

••. But that ' s not all . Remember, United Service 

must still carry on its many direct relief and 

rehabilitative services . At this ver y moment , we 

have over 8 , 000 newcomers who receive direct 

rinancial assistance from the agency . And , in 

addition , we are helping thousands every month to 

find jobs and in all tho other v~ys that are 

necessary t o get them ofr to a new start. 

Thank you , Mr . Ro~enbcrg . Now, when we talk af 

immigration -- and that is the biggest and most 

exciting subject a t the present moment -- we must 

think in terms of Lurope - - the jumping of~ place . 

Whether it is emigration to the State of Israel, or 

the United States, the JDC is very directly involved . 

Rabbi Wise, what :iJ3 the JDC doing on tho q_uesti. on 

of emigration? 



,_ 

RABBI WISE : To put it in the form of a headline, Mr . Chairman, 

the JDC is now spending Vl,400,000 to pay for the 

transportation of 10,000 refugees to Israel every 

month , and of add itional emigrants to other areas. 

He had hoped that the IRO would partici pate in the 

cost of resettling the Jews now in the D.P . camps. 

\~ are still trying to have this intergovernmental 

body assume its share of the burden. But right 

now the JDC must foot the entire bill . It costs a 

minimum of ; 125 . 00 to bring one refusee from 

Europe to Israel and unless we supply the money , 

he \·:on' t get there . This item alone should make 

all of us realize ho\/ urgent are the cash needs of 

the Joint Distribution Committee -- and consequently~­

the United Jevdsh Appeal , at this moment . 

GOVERNOR LEHMAN: You have given us quite a story in one short 

headline. I wonder, Rabbi ·.:1se, ,·,nether all of us 

realize what a figure like 10 , 000 a month means to 

the people who have been \';aiting for three years 

RABBI WISE : 

and more far the chance to find a new home in Israel . 

Governor Lehman, I don't know that anybody can do 

justice to the human side of this picture of large­

scale emigration from the D.P. camps . To say that 

mor ale is at its hi ghest over there is to be guilty 

of understatement . Perhaps if I tell you what 

happened in Munich some ueeks ago , you will appreci­

ate what has happened in D. P. carups in the last few 

months . 
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It was the day that the first 600 refugees received 

their visas from Israel . There was real joy in 

their hearts. There were tears in their eyes as 

they tried to read the piece of pa~er stamped with 

the name of the State of Israel . At last the 

promise and the hope had materialized . They were 

on their way. Since then , thousands have received 

their visas and have started out for the journey 

that \•1ould mean the end of r1ander ing. 

I am happy to be able to report that the camps are 

beginning to be empt i ed . Most of the refugees who 

were in the D.P . centers in Italy have already been 

moved to Israel . There ar e still about 100,000 

Je\rs in the United States Zone of Germany. There 

are others in the British Zone and in Austria and 

Cyprus . Large number s are definitely on the move. 

\.'e are now seeing the beginni ng of the end to the 

trag ic chapter of the homeless survivor s of Nazi 

terror and pogroms . 

\,·ould you say then that the burden of the Joint 

Distribution Committee is being reduced, Rabbi Hise? 

Not exactly , Mr . Morgenthau . At least not 

immediately. There ar e some 180, 000 Jev-rs in the 

D.P . areas alone . If the :present trend in 

emigration continues , it will certainly mean a 
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lessening of pressure on the JDC program in the 

foreseeable future . But right now , with the 

increase in emigr ation, and the cont i nued needs in 

other directions , we ar e faced ~~th the greatest 

responsibilities i n our history . 

There is no ques"ti on that the movement of Jews out 

of the D.P. camps has increaned the optimism of 

Jevrs all over Europe . But at the sa"!le ti.me, we 

must not overlook the fact that another winter is 

on its \'ay 1 and JDC must continue to provide relief 

and other basic assistance to over three quarters 

of a r1ill i on people on the continent alone . If we 

fail t hem , morale goes dovm . 

We have the problem of aiding vast numbers of 

displaced Jews \!ho have come into France -- of 

keeping up 382 JDC child caTe ic8titutions in 

Europe -- of maint a ir.;ing 525 cT.JC - aided Jewiffi 

medical institutions i~ Europe - - ~nd of keeping 

up our present accelerated effort to achieve 

econo~ic reconstruction for the tens of thousands 

of Je~1s who must, or plan , to r emain in Europe . 

This help is particularly urgent in Eastern Europe . 

In that part of the continent , tens of thousands 

have been economically displaced, as a result of 

changes in the f orm of government . In Rumani a 

a l one , 40 , 000 persons , norf gettlng relief help , 
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must also be retrained to earn their ovm livelihood . 

But frankly , the funds haven ' t been available for a 

job of this m.agni tude though in recent months we 

have placed thousands on the road to economic 

self-su:ff ic i ency . 

Another problem vrh ich concerns all of us to a very 

l ar ge degree is, of course , the problem of <lews in 

the Moslem countries . The reports that have been 

coming in of late have been most alarming because 

r.re have heard of t housands of <ler;s, the most 

successful members of the com:aunity of Cairo, for 

example, being placed in concentration camps, their 

property confiscated , being cut off from all forms 

of a id and assistance . e have heard of similar 

cases in Syria and Iraq , and r:e have heard of 

outbreaks and pogroms in places like i.~orocco and 

Libya and i n Aden and various other parts of the 

~.Ioslcm v.iorld . 

More and more, that problem is going to bear in 

upon us . r:e are already providing considerable a id, 

but we shall have to provide more . The JDC has 

sent a medical and a welfare mission into North 

Africa to study the situation in the various 

countries there. This will be followed within 

a very short time by a mission to study the 
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educational facilities for the youth of those 

countries. I must reemphasize t hat in view of all 

these things , the cash pos ition of the JDC is 

very difficult . 

Thank you, Rabbi :!-ise. I know that the communities 

1nhich are part icipating in this telephone conference 

understand the immensity of the job that the JDC 

must carry on in the coming months . ire have not 

yet covered the complete story, but I wonder, 

Governor Lehman, nhether you want to make any 

comment at this point in the discussion. 

GOVERNOTI LEEMAN: The problems and the opportunities are so pressing 

that r.rG have not given any consideration to the 

per spective of history that all of us are making 

toge·c.h.er . So much has happened dur ine the past 

year that '. !e have not been able to keep up v.O.th 

its significance . He a re truly cit one of the 

greatest turning points in the history of the 

Jewish people . For the first time in 2 , 000 years 

a J"ewish Stat.e exists~ The St ate of Israel is no 

more than a four and one -half month old infant, 

and alr6ac1y it has given to the world a fine 

record of courace, of faith, of sacrif ice and of 

ac~rle7e::-;Ien t. It has cl~thed the J er.,rish name in 

a new d~.6n:i. t.y and pride . The destiny of the Jews 

of Europe is inseparably linked vii th the f u ture of 

the new Jevd.sh State . You and I -- all of us 
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GOVI!:RNOTI LEBI.:AN: together -- have made that State possible. You 
(cont ' d . ) 

end I and all of us togather have brought the 

Jewish .r:e ople to the threshold of a nevi \vay of 

life -- a v;ay of life where they can throw oi'f the 

chains of misery and the bonis of oppression -- a 

~~Y of life where they can be free men dedicated 

to peace , denocracy and to human progress . The 

doors to Palestine a r e wide open and v1e have paved 

the \;-a.y for the redemption of tte homeless . He 

have made a good beginning in the dismantling of 

the D. P . camps. 

·:e have turned a corner in history o.nd be.fore us 

lie not energcncies and crises, and tragedies, but 

tho greatest of all opportunities not merely for 

relief, but for rehabilit~tion and reconstruction 

in their most pe rmanent aspects . 

Through your response to the United Jewish Appeal 

and here I •:.rish to pay specinl tribute to those 

communities r1hich have made our cash receipts the 

:aost outstanding of any year -- you have shown that 

you have ali:vnys been ready to meet eoergenc ies. 

Har ai."'1.d I::iass persecution have a l ways evoked a 

most nagnaninous and energetic type of action. But 

we have to adjust ourselves to a new situation where 

the challenge of opportunity , not crisis , must 

stirr . .ulate us to the same kind of self- sacrifice 

and hero i c effort. 
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1 ie must not succumb to complacency now that a 
' 

Jewish State is in existence . Actually , this 

represents a vital test of our sense of 

res,onsibility . Zverything that we have done until 

now has been based on our sincere and solemn pledge 

that we would see our fellow Jev1s through the bitter 

years and make a ne\1 lif o for them when the 

opportunity arose . No one cnn deny that we have 

done nobly by our promise to keep them alive and 

help them survive until the day of freedom. Now 

we have an even greater task before us -- the task 

that will take them from the relief rolls and the 

dismal crowded quarters of the D. P . camps, and s·et 

them up as free buno.n beings in Israel , the Unit cd 

States and other parts of the v1orld . The task will 

not be complete until we have fully redeemed our 

less fortunate brothers now living in the shadows 

Of hato . 

I believe, Ur . Morgenthau, that all of us in the 

comm.uni ties throughout the country have been so 

busy living and making new his tory for our people 

that ve may have lost sight of the tremendous 

implicatiom of t his momen taus year . 1.le have 

opened the gates of hope . ~·;e have brought into 

being a new era of revival , but this is merely tte 

glorious beginning of things to come . It is up to 

all of us -- working together in the UJA -- to 
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bring about the emancipation of our fellow-Jews from 

the horrors, the sorrows and the trials of yesterday. 

In other words , now more than ever, we are t heir 

tomorrow. 

I think all of us appreciate your comments. Tlle Jewish 

people is certa:nly at the crossroads of history. While 

we are on the et1'b .iect of history , I would like to ask 

Rabbi Goldstein who has just COJ!le back from Israel 

to tell us i..rbat the needs are i n the J ewish homeland. 

Tell us about the la.rzd where history is being made 

every hour of the day. 

»riefly , Mr. i\Qrgenthau, the needs in Israel must be 

based on ar. a::tual and concretl3 pr ogra;n of immigration 

at the rate of no l ess t ha= 120, 000 Jews a year. This 

is not a blue-print. This is not a r esolution. This is 

a reali ty. This is the rate at \·.ib.ich Jews are now, at 

thl.s very hour, cowing into the State of I srael. I 

know that i n Dec~mbar of last year ~e1alkcd of a plan for 

the entry of 75 , 000 Jews in 1948. !liany of us ~ have 

been a bit skeptical. Sooe of us may have felt that it 

was mer~ly a good t~it:.g point, but from what I have 

seen in Israel , I can t'3ll you that we have gone far 

beyond that ulraady. It seecs to me that the figure of 

100 , 000 for the year 1948 will be r:mch closer to the 

mark t..~.: t ;1e 75 . COO that w.3 a.:lticipa.ted. 

As you, yourself, have stated Mr . ?-lorgentha.u, our people 

• 
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are coming home to Pal estine a t a minimum r ate of 

10 , 000 a month . ~/hen we consider t h is r a t e o'f 

immigration in r elation to the tota l J ewish 

population of Israel , w\3 can see t hat it r epresents 

an increase of 15% or more in the tota l population 

in the course of one year . 

Just what docs this scale of immi gr ation involve , 

Rabbi Goldstein? 

RABBI GOLDSTEIN: It in~lvcs,a:nong other til ings , the acute pr obl em 

of housing , !.Ir . Horgenthau . Housing i s one of the 

most pr ess ing needs . It s tands to r uason that 

\•;it:1out a.d0quat e housing , ,.-e st.ell not be able to 

take ca r a of tho crov:ing inf'lux of Jews . i'!c mus t 

build new homos, vrc must set up special housing 

Another mn jor problem is the est ablishment of new 

agricultural settlements . This t oo , is directly 

bound up · 1ith immigration . Unl ess we ha.vc enough 

settlements to receive tho newcomers, we shall bo 

cloesing up the mechine r y of absor pt ion. The 

economic and social nmchino of the stat e of Israel 

must bo helped t o functi on on a basis thnt lrlll 

eno.blo it to digest , so to speak , all of the n ew 

hu.mo.n mat erial introduced into its system. 

GOV".:..iffiiJ"O.R LEHJ.IAN: If I mc.y interrupt , Rabbi Golds t o in , I'd like to ask 

a question Hhich I am sur e is in tho mi nds of a great 



GOVERNOR LEHMAN : 
(cont ' d . ) 

RABBI GOLDSTEIN: 

- 18-

many people. How has tho present truce affected 

the Jewish community of Israel? 

The greatest burden on tho life of Israel today i s 

the truce . Keeping a l arge ar my of young people 

on a war footing disru~ts agriculture and industry . 

The truce has put a t errible str ain on the economic 

life of the state . A beginning is being made now 

to~~rd r emoving some of t he fighting men from tho 

ar my barracks . They arc bcinB concentrat ed in 

acricultural settlements so that thoy :may be 

engaged in productive labor whilG they reuain 

militarily a l erted . I look forward that tho truce 

will be folloV1ed soon by peace in Israel . I need 

hardly add that the Jews of Israel want and pr ay 

fo r peace . :ro must act to give the soldiers the 

opportunity to boat their swords into ploughshar es . 

You've hear d of Palmech, tho heroic striking force 

of the Israel i Army . Do you know what is their 

insignia -- t wo i:;hoaves of wheat crossed by a sword . 

These boys and g irls came from the agricultural 

settlements end mmt to eo be.ck ther e . This is o. 

problem in r Gadjustmcnt and settlement that we must 

deal with in the coming months . We must also 

expand our public relat ions efforts to inform the 

world of the proc;rcss of thi s f ar-rc'.lching program-­

tho program of unprGcodontcd immigr ation -- the 

pr ogram of r econstruction on a scale hitherto 

unheard of in tho annal~ of JGwish history . 
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RABBI GOLDSI1EIN: If you v:ill permit this p<:1rsono.l wo r d , I should like 
(cont ' d .) 

MR . MORGE?-TTHAU: 

to say something with out having consulted the 

chairman of this r ound t c..bl c . "'.b.en I was in Isrc.cl 

less than t vm weel<:s o.go , I was pr ofoundly impressed 

with the hi Ch regard t.hich .Jews in Israel have for 

lVIr . Mor genthuu . There is universa l approciution in 

Israel of tho great services rendered by the Hon . 

Henry Mor gont hau , Jr., as Gener al Chairman cf the 

United Jev.i.3h Appeal . The J c\•:s in Israel hope that 

he will continue to lead the J ews of .America in the 

gr eatest privi lCGC in their history, that of solving 

a t lone; l ast the problem of Jewish national home ­

lessness in and through a Jewish state . 

Thank you Dr . Goldstein . All of us arc intcrastod 

in how the Jews of Isr ae l feel about their vre.r fo r 

i ndependence . A short uhilc ago a group of nine 

young men and r.omen, 11cmbcr s of the Army of Israel, 

came to the United Stat es a t my invitation. One 

of these young people i s here with us today. I ' d 

l i !rn to introduce hi:n to you . Ho is Captain 

Alexander -~~lbala, who f'ought with the Jcwi3h Brigad o 

in tho British Ei ghth Army before he joined the 

Haganah . Captai n .. Ubala, what are the Jews of 

I s r ael fighting for? 
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'.'le are fighting to live, Mr . Morgenthau . Not to 

live anywhere -- but to live in our ovm country -­

Israel . We fought a hard and bitter fight because 

we knev1 that there uere only t wo ways out for us -­

victory and freedom, or death and destruction for 

all of us -- men, v;omen and children alike . You 

know the terrible odds i:m faced . You know what 

precious little ·we had to fight with . There were 

many times in the first days of the struggle when 

we had to f i Ght machine guns with rifles --

and t~ks \'.rith machine guns . It vras difficult to 

decide \;hich settlements should be defended , \\hich 

should get a machine gun . It \.as hu:niliating for 

a soldier to have to count his bullets instead of 

firine them. It was humilinting when you had to 

leave a position , v:hich you somehow nunaged to 

hold for days - - not because it was no longer 

important t o the line . But because you got the 

message t!lat no more ur....munition could be sent to 

you to fight bacl: . That is \':hat ~·e wer e up 

against in tho beginning . I mysel.f often wonder 

hov: :it happened that v10 actually pullod through 

in those t1·y·ing days . But things ha-rre changed a 

great deal since then . 'Ji th your help 1 \•re got 

the equipment wc:i needed so badly -- and got it in 

time, just in time to hurl back the invaders . 

If I were to say that we have fought and we are 

ready to fight again for our right to live, that 
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would not be the whol e truth. Of course , we are 

fighting for our sur vival and our right to live as 

decent and free men . But we o.r e nlso fight i ng for 

the freedom and the right to live of the thousands 

and tens of thous::.nds of our br others who ar e still 

do i ng time in the D.P. camps -- tho prisons vdthout 

bars . They have been ki cked ar ound from place to 

pl ace much too long . And \'IO see it as our sacred 

duty to bring the:n into our country to g ive them 

the chance to br eathe the a ir of freedom -- to 

t each them t o live in dignity to enable them to 

lif't t heir heads t o tho sky end en joy the fruits 

of peace and h::.rd r1ork . 

I had a fr iend \.ho fought at my side shortly befor e 

the truce. '.hen the firing got hec.vy , he fell 

'.vi th a bullet through his head . There v;as not much 

that coul d be done for him. But I bent dorm to 

dross his wound . He opened his eyes and said, 

''t;y mother is in a D. P . cemp . She is still waiting 

for a ship . Try and bring her here and take care 

of her \1 1hen she comes . • I promised tha t I woul d do 

it -- and I shall. I and all my comrades sh~ll do 

it . We shall ficht unti l we can brinG in tho 

mothers, fathers , sisters and brothers of the peopl e 

of Israel . He shall do it, if you help provide the 

ships, if' you help build the homos . \!e shull not 

lay dovm our ar ms until we have helped build a 

better futur e f or our pooplo . 
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Thank you, Captain Albala. I am sure that all of 

you will agree that v;e have a tremendous task ahead 

of us in the coming days . No one is more keenly 

aware than I am of the superb job that has been 

done in the communities t t is year. All of us in 

the United Jewish Appeal are most appreciative of 

what has been accomplished until now to keep the 

dollar s r olling i nto our treasury . I know that it 

is not necessary for L'lO to urge you t o do v.hat you 

think best to assure more cash as quickly as 

possible. I a!'l not go ing to tell you how to do it . 

You are the best judge of the r.iost effective way to 

pr oduce r esults in your community . You have 

demonstrated that ti.!?le and again in the last few 

months . All I want to em9hasize is that we need 

cash at once -- and lots of it . 

I must r epeat that I bolieve that everyone bas done 

his level best in 1948 . And if wo don 't quite 

reach t he "'i250,000 , 000 quot o. , it will only mean that 

we do not live in a vrorld of perfection. Surely, 

all of us together havo tried our utmost to make 

this vvorld less imperfect . 

When you come to the question of voting on 

a llotments, please remember this . An allotment is 

not an inanimate fi gure of so many digits and 

decimal points . An allot ment is life itself . 



.. . 
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An allotment is ships andtbod , and hope and a ne~ 

life . The ~ore you g i ve , the g r eater your all otment , 

the more Jevrs will be able to come into Israel . 

Now a ;10rd to tho lo adcrs of tho comm.unities --

tho eroat - heartcd men and women v1ho have borne the 

brunt of t~is caupeign -- local lcadc=s , like every 

othe r contributor, have a perfect right to pay their 

pledge over an extended period of time . Howeve r, 

I hope tha t the so ind ividua.ls \,rill make thei r 

payments imr1cdi&tely to encouraec their co:m..111unit i es 

to speed t:.1.(,, flo1 • of cash that \Jill deliver many 

Jovrs from. oYilc into fro cdo!:l. during t he High 

Holiday ~ r i.od . 

In closing , I want to tbank you f or your pat i ence , 

and above aJ l , for your splandid service to tho 

cause of t hv Uni tod Jc;•rish Appeal . To all of you , 

I v'ish to convey my personal best wishe s for a 

very Happy rTew Year . Eay you all b0 blessed v:ith 

good health and with t he continued strength t o 

carr y on tt c. sacred tasks of rebuilding Jewish 

life . Thank you and goodbye . 

I! 'l II 'l ,,. ,,. ,,- 1r 




