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MARY ELLMANN

THE CERINC CASE . —

A Surgesa at Auschwiiz

£

T Yrom April 13 until May 6 of this year,

_ﬁ_j the London newspapers reporied wiiat
must be the strangest libel case ever brought w
court, even in a city more inured to libel pro-
ceedings than most—Dering v. Uris and Others.
The plaintiff, Wladyslaw Alexander Dering—a
Pole who is now a British subject, and wio had
been a prisoner-doctor at Auschwitz—accused the
defendants, Leon Uris and his publishers, William
Kimber & Co., of intolerable insult in the follow-
ing passage from the novel Exodus:

Here in Block X [at Auschwitz] Dr. Wirths used
women as guinea pigs and Dr. Schumann steril-
ized by castration and X-ray and Clauberg re-
moved ovaries and Dr, Dehring performed
17,000 “experimients” in surgery without anaes-
thetics.

The printers of Exodus—for under English i del
law, a printer can also be held liable—capituiaicd
before the trial, made their apology, and paid fise
hundred pounds, Mr. Uris and his publishers were
more stubborn, They did not defend the a. iracy
of every detail in the passage; what they ... set
out to prove was its substantial truth.

The situation thus seemed straighti: ward
enough. And yet, trying to encompass Dr. Dering,
the narrow and strict conventions of the English
libel suit almost burst apart. Libel is a verbal
offense, not an offense of action, and its prosecu-
tion is associated with a society at peace rather

than at war. In the course of this trial, however,

the defense and the jury had to be reminded again
and again of traditional libel procedures, for the
evidence presented placed them in constani [isk
of thinking they were there, not to give or refuse
damages to Dr. Dering, but to choose between his
imprisonment or his hanging. In the end the
form of libel held. The jury did succeed in think-
ing of Dr. Dering as plaintiff and assessci. the
value of his reputation, or the harm done 10 .uat
ineffable quality by the defendants, at a halfpenny.
Dr. Dering was not absolved of the bu: len of legal
costs: his share of them was fixed at some 20,000
pounds.

Mary ELLMANN is a new contributor to CoMMENTARY. She
has taught English at Wellesley College and Roosevelt
University and is currently living in England.
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At the time Dr. Dering took umbrage at the
1oassage in Exodus, e was practicing medicine at
Seven Sisters Road in Norih London, under the
National Health Plan, But other connections be-
tween the English government and Dr. Dering
went back much further. In 1947, when his native
Poland—and Czechoslovakia and France as well—
requested his extradition, he was arrested and sent
to Brixton Prison pending consideration of his
case by the Home Office. He remained in prison
for nineteen months, busying himself with the
composition (in Polish) of detailed statements of
seli-defense, while the Home Office was busying
itseif with the conflicting statements of a Dr. Alina
HSrewda. Like Dr. Dering, Mme. Brewda had been
a Polish prisoner-doctor at Auschwitz; unlike him,
she is Jewish. The 1947 conflict between their rec-
ollections persisted into the libel suit when Dr.
I'vewda, who has remained in London since the
~ar,_appear as a witness for the defend. 1.

In 1948 another wiwness, aiso> a Pole, was sent

cagiand at the request of the Polish govern-
. a1t 10 give evidence concerning the « .. ion

« had undergone at Auschwitz for he reniuval of
« testicle. This man, who tas since died, looked at
Dr. Dering and stated he was ne iue dector who
had performed the operation. (The Auschwitz
medical register owned by the Polish govc.ament
and lent to the English court for the .Lus wrial,
makes clear that this particular operation was
done by Dr. Dering’s Polish colleague at Ausch-
witz, Dr. Jan Grabczynski: on May 6, 1943, the
two doctors seem to have taken turns castrating
fifteen young men in a row.) Dr. Dering received
4« hearing in camera 4t Bow Street on August 6,
1948, at which it was scrupulously decided that
there was not sufficient evidence for a prima facie
case. Instead of being extradited, he was released -
with an apology.

He went straigit back to work: for ffteen
months he practiced as an obstetrician and gyne-
cologist at a London hospital, St. John and St.
Elizabeth, in Finchley. Then, in 1950, he entered
the Colonial Medical Service and went to British
Somaliland where he worked in the Hargeisa
Hospital for ten years, advanci:z (as he had at
Auschwitz) to the rank of Senior Medical Officer
(Surgical) . After his return o England in 1960,
he was awarded on O.B.E. in recognition of his
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African service. For the four years before the
trial—though suffering, as he testified, from large
varicose veins, from insomnia, and from anxiety—
he was in medical partnership with another Pole,
Dr. Jan Gajek. At the end of the trial, Dr. Gajek
(who spent the war in the Polish Army Medical
Corps) was interviewed as an old friend of Dr.
Dering by the Daily Mail: “I knew him,” he
reminisced, “when he was a student without a
halfpenny to his name.” That, at least in view of
the verdict, no one can ever say of Dr. Dering
again.

A sampling of Dr. Dering's London patients by
the same newspaper revealed their loyal indif-
ference to the jury’s contemptuous award. Mrs.
Mary Brolan, twenty-six:

1 wouldn’t swap Dr. Dering for anything. 1
can't believe that a man like him would ever.
do anyvthing wrong.

Several of the patients, like Mrs, Brolan, had
young children; one patient was seven months

pregnant:

He's wonderful with children and expectant
mothers.

These tributes are not necessarily the expression
oi that irrational faith which some of the sick and
some of the pregnant develop in their medical
artepndants. Nor is there any inescapable. incon-
gruity between Dr. Dering’s service at Auschwitz
and his service in Somaliland and in England.
No one has ever questioned the sufficiency of his
trairin:.. Hac the war not come, had Dr. Dering
not been sent *» Auschwitz, he probably wou'd
have practicec. without notorious impropricty
throughout his life. But when he neede.” mething
for himself—whether it was to save his own life,
as he argued, or to achieve his extraordinary re-
lease from Auschwitz in January of 1944, as the
defendants argued (and certainly he ‘managed
both) —he was willing to turn his surgical skill
to the castration of Jewish men and the steriliza-
tion of Jewish women. After the war. in Somali-
land, 1= England, ne pernaps teit reiieved to prac-
tice medicine properly again, And he did so with
the noticzable industry and competence which
earned him his O.B.E,, jus: as the same qualities
had earnrd him his special favors at Auschwitz.
His even history after the war reveals the fragile
nature of what seems unexceptionable behavior,
hinging—as it evidently does for people like him—
_only upon the temporary coincidence of self-
interest and the moral standard.

Dr. Dering's halfpenny was the jury's conces-
sion of error in detail in the Exodus passage, and
his lawye~ A, Colin Duncan (the author of a text-
book on defamation whom the presiding judge,
Justice Lawton, called “the Homer of libel")
harped on each of these errors in his final argu-
ment for a “very, very substantial award.” But at
the end of the trial, when all the evidence had

been heard, the errors fell strangely on the ear.
The first offense was the reference to “Block X"
at Auschwitz, when in fact Dr. Dering had operated
in Block 21. Mr. Duncan argued that “among
readers who knew about Auschwitz,” Block 10, a
prison ward, had “a sinister significance . . . as a
secret place, with its windows barred and where
was kept the ‘raw material’ for the Nazi maneuv-
ers.” But surely in the average mind, a position of
some authority in any block of Auschwitz would
seem “sinister,” and by the time readers in London
had been acquainted with both blocks, they were
in all likelihood feeling an even greater dread of
Dr. Dering’s rightful 21 than of 10. It was hard to
understand what degree of relief he could derive
from the correction.

A second offense was the German spelling
“Dekring”: it was “one of the unfairest things of
all" because it obscured the fact that Dr. Dering
was a Pole and a prisonc: Limself. Yet while it
was supposed to strike an ish jury as an out-
rage to hide Dr, Dering's Polish nationality, for
the Poles who had described their surgery to this
same jury, his being a Pole too could only have
enhanced the bitterness of their memories. Anc at
the time they had lain helpless on the operuiing
table before him, it would have seemed to them
scarcely credible that he was a prisoner like them-
selves,

There followed the reference to “17,000 ‘experi-
ments’ in surgery,” when in {act it could be shown
that Dr, Dering had performed only (only) about
120 operations on sexual glands. The wording
suggested, Mr. Duncan contended, that Dr. Dermg
“was himself experimenting by means of surzery.”
But all that had been shown was that he hac done
the surgery; there was no evidence that he had
devised the experiments of which his surgery
constituted the second step. Since he had taken
no known part in the first step—the attempt to
sterilize the sexual organs by X-ray—it was libelous
to suggest. that he had been performing surgical
experiments. He had simply removed testicles and
ovaries. Nor had he taken any part in the third
step—the laboratory examination of these organs
for the purpose of studying the effects of radia-
tion upon them.

T was also false, Mr. Duncan claimed, to say
Itha: the operations had been performed "with-
out anaesthetics.” Dr. Dering had testified that he
had assumed some pre-medication, some tranquiliz-
ing drug such as morphia, had been given to the
patients a half-hour or so before they left the ward.
Dr. Dering certainly felt that it should have been
given. But the patients were consistent in denving
that they received any such pre-medicat’on, “here
was no drowsiness, no merciful haze: women re-
called walking to Block 21 with clear heacs At
Block 21, Dr. Dering himself gave the sprnal
anaesthetic, as Dr. Brewda confirmed. The ma> ier
in which the anaesthetic was given, Mr. Duncan



did not raise again at ¢ .z point of his argument.
In the course of the trial Dr. Dering had thought
aloud that the anaesthetic was administered on

‘the operating table. But all the patients said they

received it in an anteroom: they recalled their
attempts to resist, their being cornered and held,
their screaming at the moment of the injection,
their being dragged then, semi-paralyzed, from the
anteroom to the operating table.

A great mass of argument in the trial centered
on the subject of spinal versus general anaesthesia.
It was possible, as always, for both sides to find
expert medical witnesses 1o support opposite posi-
tions. Dr. Dering himself was at his most profes-
sional in the discussion of the advantages of the
spinal anaesthetic. He had found it most service-
able in Somaliland, Some of his Auschwitz patients
had themselves requested it. But as the counsel
for the defendants, Lord Gardiner, remarked,
those patients had requested their operations as
well. And one felt that the medical experts for
the prosecution who expatiated on the advantages
of the spinal anaesthetic, never looked squarely at
the situation which existed at Auschwitz where
Jewish prisoners, some as young as fifteen, re-
mained fully conscious in all their terror while
their sexual organs were removed,

In the course of giving evidence, Mr. Duncan
continued, Dr. Dering had also argued that he
had operated without general anaesthetic because
of the acute shortage of competent anaesthetists.
Yet the medical register of Auschwitz showed
that anaesthetists had been available for many other
operations performed there at the time. The short-
age seems to have existed, as Lord Gardiner re-
marked, only in the operating room in which Jewish
prisoners were sterilized—and even one of these pris-
oners was given a general anaesthetic by another
doctor. One woman testified that she had been
given ether for her first ovariectomy (performed
by the Jewish prisoner-surgeon, Dr. Samuel, who
later, too old and eczematic to be of further use,
went himself to the gas chamber), and a spinal
anaesthetic for the second ovariectomy performed
by Dr. Dering.

So much for the errors in the Exodus passage.
If Dr. Dering could have denied ever having
operated upon the former patients who testified
in the case, it would have immensely helped his
effort to disprove the substantial truth of the
passage. But their testimony was beyond denial.
Auschwitz was a methodical nightmare, and each
operation done there had been entered in a regis-
ter kept by Dr. Dering and his colleagues. This
register was smuggled out of Auschwitz and so
survived the war; with the greatest precautions
for its safety, it was lent from the Auschwitz
Museum in Poland to the English court. Each
entry in the register, in successive columns, gave:
(1) the operation number; (2) the date; (3)
the prisoner’s camp number; (4) the prisoner's
name; (5) the diagnosis; (6) the action taken;
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(7) the surgeon’s nzme; (8) the assistant’s name;
() the type of anaestaetic; (10) the drug used;
(11) -emarks. Since the war, Dr. Dering had had
his own camp number removed from his arm,
but the former patients who testified at the trial
still wore theirs. These tattooed numbers tallied
now with the camp numbers in the register, and
the scars on the bodies tallied with the entries in
the sixth column. And so with the name Dering
in the seventh column, the witnesses were fixed
forever as his patients.

HE work that remained for the defendants,

therefore, was to attack the two main asser-
tions of Dr. Dering's self-justification: the first,
that he had had no possible choice, that no one in
his position could have refused to do the opera-
tions; and the second, that obliged to operate, he
had operated in an exemplary fashion.

In this trial “I had no choice” meant: “If I
chose not to operate, 1 would have been severely
punished, or tortured, or killed.” Justice Lawton,
in his summing up, reminded the v that a man
who had broadcast for the Germans during the
war had made legitimate use of this defense by
fear. Yet it is one thing, under orders, to broadcast
for the enemy; it might be a second, under orders,
to heave the dead bodies of fellow prisoners into
mass graves; but it seemed more than a third, it
seemed a worse thing, under orders, to mutilate
the bodies of living people. As Lord Gardiner
argued (and shortly after his broadcasting in-
stance, Justice Lawton told the jury that Lord
Gardiner had been right to do so), there must
some day come some order a person would risk
death to refuse.

In the trial, 1o be sure, this entire exchange had
an air of unreality. Since Mr. Duncan insisted on
repeating that Dr. Dering had been in danger of
death, the defendants were equally bound to define
the moral limits of self-preservation. But they
questioned the argument from the factual, as well
as the ethical, point of view: they believed it
could be shown that Dr. Dering had not been in
danger of death. By the end of 1943, they argued,
forced labor was needed desperately by Germany.
If a sick or injured person could be got back to
work quickly, it was better to give him medical
attention than to kill him—and to see that medi-
cal attention was available, it was better to keep
doctors alive than to kill them. After the “Save
the Doctors” order issued by the German govern-
ment in 1941, doctors might be punished but very
few were killed.

Moreover, Dr, Dering’s subordinate at Ausch-
witz, Dr. Grabezynski, who testified for the prosecu-
tion, was forced to admit under cross-examination
that if his senior-in-command, Dr. Dering, had
refused to perform the operations, he too would
have refused. And the evidence of other non-
Jewish prisoner-doctors at Auschwitz was avail-
able to show that it had been possible not to take
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part in these operations, to refuse, and yet not be
executed or even subjected to heavy punishment.
(When on one occasion Dr. Dering did refuse to
administer a lethal injection of phenol, he re-
ceived a kind of boarding-school punishment: he
was not allowed an excursion beyond the camp
grounds for two weeks.) The testimony of a2 French
woman, Dr. Adelaine Hautval, with which the
defense closed its case, was the most impressive and
the most damaging to Dr. Dering's cause, She had
been asked directly to take part in these operations
at Auschwitz, and she had directly refused. She
repeated her conversation with the SS Dr. Wirths:

He asked me, “Cannot you see that these people
[the Jews] are different from you?” and I an-
swered him that there were several people dif-
ferent from me, beginning with him.

Lord Gardiner then asked Dr. Hautval—causing
the only moment of laughter in the trial—"As a
result were you shot?”" She was there to answer,
“No."”

Dr. Dering’s fear of imminent death was ren-

dered less plausible, too, by the fact of his unusual
success as a prisoner. He entered Auschwitz as a
laborer but rose steadily in rank to become chief
surgeon. He enjoyed more freedom of movement
about we camp than other prisoners. He did not
deny that he had more access to food than other
wisoners. He did not deny Dr. Brewda's quietly
exe ruciating description of im at their first meet-
ing at Auschwitz outside the operating theater
1"He was smartly dressed and clean shaven. He
hac on leather shoes in good condition”). He
did not deny his white pullover, knit at Dr.
Brewda's suggestion (as 2 bribe for food) by a
girl in the ward from which his surgical patients
were drawn. He could not deny that, after 1941,
of all the prisoner-doctors at Auschwitz only he
and Dr. Grabczynski were released to live in
Germany. Dr. Brewda had watched him go.

.. . 1 saw Dering leaving the camp. He was still
wearing his prisoner’s uniform and carrying wwo

suitcases,

In 1947.48 Dr. Dering =i he had later Luen
sent back to Auschwitz, but at the trial Lord
Gardiner proved that this was a lie; Dr. Dering
and his two suitcases never returned. He was re-
leased to work in a hospital with the Dr. Clau-
berg of the Exodus passage, who reported to
Himmler on June 7, 1943 that good progress had
been made in the program of sterilization of
Jewish women and that it should soon be possible,
with a staff of about ten, to sterilize hundreds,
perhaps a thousand, in a day. Dr. Clauberg called
his assistant, Dr. Dering, his Kettenhund (dog on
a chain).

In addition to all of this, Dr. Dering's argument
that he had to operate or die was confused by
his gradually formulating several other (and more
laudable) motives for having operated. As Lord

Gardiner explained, in the course of those nine-
teen months in Brixton Prison in 194748, Dering
produced a variety of reasons for having done what
he had done. One of these was a concern that
sexual organs which had undergone irradiation
might eventually develop complications, such as
cancer. Dr. Grabezynski, in testifying to this motive
for the operations, contributed even more than
Dr. Dering to the delineation of a quite new
image of the Auschwitz doctor. According to Dr.
Grabczynski, he and his colleagues had no sooner
received the order to remove the sexual organs
than they were consumed with fear for the future
health of the prisoners upon whom they were
about to operate, Indeed, they were so worried
about the danger of not removing these irradiated
organs that they neglected to take up such “lesser
points” as what would happen to them if they
refused to operate. “It was important; but first of
all we were discussing what to do about the
patients.” (This fear that thar patients might
develop cancer in the future was a remarkable
instance of medical speculation. According to an
expert witness in radiology called by the defense,
no such fear in connection with the kind of ir-
radiation administered to the Auschwitz patients
would obtzin among doctors today and, as far
as he knew, had not obtained among doctors any-
where in 1943.)

But presumably the doctors’ decision to operate
was made on humane as well as medical grounds:
i* thev did not operate, the patients might be sent
to the gas chamber and the required organs re-
moved from their bodies after death. They oper-
ated, therefore, to save the patients’ lives. However,
Lord Gardiner argued, the Germans had another
use for the young patients’ lives—the use of labor.
Moreover, it would have been recognized 2s an
impractical plan to search for these few among
the heaped thousands of dead “odies which the
opened gas chamber would present. In fact, all
the possiblé measures the Germans migh? have
taken to gain their end if the dortors had vefused,
had been thought out meticulously in advance by
the doctors who did not refuse.

r‘ﬂ"\m: SECOND wAY by which Dr. Dering’s action
L might be vindicated was that, obligated to oper-
ate, he had operated in an exemplary fashion. To
attempt to prove this at the trial there were mainly
Dr. Dering himself and Dr. Grabezynski. To at-
tempt to disprove it, there were the Professor of
Obstetrics and Gynecology at the University of
London, William Charles Wallace Nixon; Dr.
Brewda (upon whose honesty Mr. Duncan, and
to some extent Justice Lawton,* cast a large
shadow of doubt); and several former prisoners
upon whom Dr. Dering had operai=!. Dr. Dering

* Justice Lawton, to add to the too abundant ironies of the

trial, was known in the 350% for his Faswist associations.
However, as Jack Winocour wrote in the Vew Statesman,
he tried the case with “impeccal » 2nd fairness.”

Propric



and D, Grabezynski were the first to testify. But
after th- patients had been heard, it was agreed
that D:. Grabazynski should come from Ciicow
to London a second time so that he might have an
opportunity to deny testimony that had not yet
existed for him to deny the first time. The Polish
government, however, found great difficulty in
reissuing Dr. Grabczynski's passport, and the Ob-
server subsequently reported that Warsaw had re-
quested a copy of his testimony on the first visit,
to decide whether some further action by a Polish
court might be in order. Dr. Grabazynski did not
appear in the Dering case again,

The only other witness at the trial who had
presumably watched Dr. Dering perform ovariec-
tomies at Auschwitz was Dr. Brewda. She testified
that at least two of the operations he performed
on ten Greek girls, one day in November of 1943,
were completed with shocking speed: "It was as
though he was operating on corpses.” Between
these two Opciaticus she did not observe that Dr.
Dering washed his hands or that the instruments
were sterilized. She also maintained that he oper-
ated “blind": that the incisions were too small to
allow for the proper “covering of the pedicle,” the
mending of the “stump” of the severed ovary, to
lessen the danger of hemorrhage. And indeed, in
the night that followed, Girl “B” died of what Dr.
Srewda and another prisoner-doctor, Dorota Lors-
ka, diagnosed as internal hemorrhage. Of the ten
Greek girls Dering operated on that day, two died,

Dr. Brewda was believed by Mr, Duncan to be
motivated by malice in this testimony, but as
Lord Gardiner pointed out, the evidence of Pro-
fessor Nixon completely supported her testimony.
(Nor did Lord Gardiner neglect to mention, in
¢isphasizing the importance of Professor Nixon's
confirmation, how extremely difficult it usually is
tc persuade a doctor to give professional evidence
against another doctor.) Professor Nixon had
examined the patients who had testified. Without
any qualification he called Dr. Dering's work
“crude, bad surgery’:

Well, I have practiced in China, Africa, and the
“.adle East, and I have never in all my surgical
lite seen such scars as [ saw last week when I
examined the patients—such scarring, such de-
ficiency, such pigmentation.

From the size of the incisions he pronounced it
impossible for the surgeon to have reached and
seen and held the severed tissues so as to mend
them properly. He therefore agreed with Dr.
Brewda that the patients who died must have
suffered internal hemorrhage.

s ONE listened to Dr. Dering testifying in his

4 own defense, it began to seem possible that he
felt his reputation worthy of compensation because
he had quite simply never comprehended the
encimity of his actions at Auschwitz. He seemed to
see them as commonplace, hardly worth talking
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about if Mr, Uris had not started talking about
them first. Unlike Dr. Grabczynski, he did not
wait to play the ethical philosopher. He saw him-
self as a man of sense; he was ready to pay Lord
Gardiner the compliment of considering him an-
other: he tried to draw the defense counsel and
himself together in remarking that Exodus was
both anti-British and anti-Polish. He was apt to
preface his answers with “Lord Gardiner,” im.
plying by his tone that they were the only rational
beings in the courtroom. They were surrounded by
malicious or hair-splitting or hysterical people,
but surely they two could see this matter of the
operations in perspective. Professor Nixon and
the radiological expert might deny that a small
dose of X-ray in the sexual glands could event-
ually cause the growth of a carcinomous tumor,
but Dr. Dering still insisted that “it was common
sense not to make too much of people losing a
destroyed or damaged gland and winning their
lives, and the doztors' lives as well * He had been
helplessly involved in what he saw not as the euil,
but the mere folly, of other men: he spoke of the
experiments (of which the operations had been
the second stage) as “silly.”

One of Lord Gardiner's questions suggested
that while Dr. Dering had been a member of a
Polish underground at Auschwitz, it was that of
a “clique of Polish army officer type” which kept
deliberately apart from the underground move-
ment called the Auschwitz Fighting Group, whose
leaders included Cyrankiewiecz, later Premier of
Poland. Dr. Dering was reminded that another
member of this group, Dr. Langbein, had alleged
thar at Auschwitz Dr. Dering showed him his
tobacco pouch, which was a tanned scrotum. Dr.
Dering denied this story, and denied too that his
group had been the sort of clique Lord Gardiner
described. But the point that Lord Gardiner was
trying to establish here, and that he made again
in his final speech to the jury, was that Dr. Dering
thought of himself as superior not only to Polish
Jews but also to other Polish Gentiles. Thar he
still thought of himself as well bred, emerged in
the unexpected direction of his denial of a point
in Dr. Brewda's testimony. He was questioned
concerning the last two of the ten Greek girls on
whom he had operated:

Q. Do you remember Dr. Brewda saying “Leave
them alone. They have suffered enough already,”
and you said, “Shut up. I have my orders. They
will kill me. I have to do it""?

A. No, no, no. I could be strict, but I was never )

rude, especially to women. . . .

Nonetheless, Dr. Dering’s patients testified to
rude words as well as rude actions. And handy as
Dr. Dering was with denials, he neglected at least
one. It evidently did not enter his mind that it
might also be well to deny the testimony concern-
ing his callous indifference in his encounters with
the patients. It was as though he could not com-
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prehend silence and indifference as marks against
him, and so repeated evidence of his coldness went
unchallenged. A permanent image left by the
trial is of Dr. Dering on his hospital rounds. A
woman testified:

He said words. I could not understand them. It
was enough for me when I saw . . .. [The wit.
ness made a pushing away ﬁesture en he
turned round and went past all the beds. When
he was leaving the room the woman doctor [Dr.
Brewda] told him about my bad state again.
Then he returned to my bed and tore away the
plaster and bandages. That is right and the
truth, I cannot explain the pains I had . . ..

Another woman was also asked about the visit of
the doctor whose name she did not know:

Q. Whoever it was, did he look at the wound?
A. Not very much. The girls were side by side
and he passed their beds but he did not approach

us.

Q. Did he speak to you, or the one beside you?
A. No.

Q. Is the true fact that you don’t remember
atter all these years?

A. This I cannor forget.

Dr. Brewda's testimony produced an even sharper
image of detachment:

As I entered through the corridor [outside the
operating room], I could hear screaming. I
heard “mama” which I think i§ Greek for mother.
1 entered into the anteroom. I saw two men
holding a screaming girl sitting on a couch and
a second one crying. Dr. Dering was washing
his hai... ... the anteroom.

No one can be certain of the particular points
of the case upon which the jury based their deci-
sion. But it is possible that even if they disagreed
about the professional conduct of the operations—
the spinal versus the general anaesthetic, the small
versus the large incision—they may still have come
to their final agreement that Dr. Dering’s protest
of libel was unwarranted by their observation of
this one thing: his indifference to suffering. in.
flicted by him upon patients who had not con-
sented but could not resist.

Some of the details of Dr. Brewda's statements
against Dr. Dering in 1947 had been shown to be
inaccurate, It was he, she had said, who first men-
tioned “17,000” operations to her, but she had
been wrong to deduce that all of these were “ex-
perimental.” And she had also been wrong in
reporting a 100 per cent mortality among the men
undergoing the “experimental” operation. These
were the errors which Dr. Dering felt most keenly,
so keenly that Justice Lawton had to remind him
that the second one did not occur in the Exodus
passage, and therefore was no business of the
court’s. Mr. Uris had informed his lawyers that he
had used another Polish source, a book called
Underground by Joseph Tenenbaum, but part of
Dr. Dering's resentment of the Exodus passage

was clearly his impression that it had beer based
on Dr. Brewda's earlier statement.

In court now Dr. Brewda, under attack from
several directions, was redeemed from another. Dr.
Dering had denied that she had been in the oper-
ating room on the day of the Greek girls' surgery,
but the women themselves remembered her having
spoken to them and comforted them:

. . . She told me “N’ai pas peur, moa enfant.”
I understand a little French and “Nai pas peur”
means “Don’t be afraid.”

She was comforting me and saying: “My child,
courage.”

I was awake and I saw, in the reflection of the
lamp, that they did somcthing to me. During
the time of the operation I felt like vomiting.
Then I felt the warm hand of Dr. Brewda. She
told me “Encore un pew, mon enfant.” I cannot
forget it.
If after the war Dr. Brewda mistakenly assumed
Dr. Dering’s history at Auschwitz to be worse than
it was, her exaggeration was gratuitous, since the
truth was ugly enough. It was out of character,
too, since in other circumstances she had shown
herself capable of speaking admirably.

Bur IN THIS trial-as perhaps in all such—the
unpredictable voices, the revelatory words,
were thosecof the witnesses not trained in either
medicine or law. They were the foreign voices,
those whose statéements had to be translated, those
of people who could not understand 2 word of all
the rapid English which swirled about them as they
stood by turn in the witness box. The argument
put forward for Dr. Dering by Mr. Duncan and
his associate, Mr. Neill, was that these witnesses,
especially the women who had been girls of only
seventeen or eighteen at the time of their opera-
tions, had been distressed and bewildered then,
and were now confused or mistaken in their recol-
lection of all. details, When Justice Lawton asked,
“You are not going to suggest to them that they
are all telling a pack of lies?,” Mr. Neill answered
with pointed caution: “I don't think I can.”
Similarly, in his final speech, Mr, Duncan *“'did not
contend™ that “these unfortunate people,” were
“conspiring to tell lies,” That would be oo cruel
to say openly, and so the solution was to imply it.

Yet when the former patients spoke, one believed
them. They seemed able to choose out of all their
languages the few right words which could erase
the passage of time by which Justice Lawton was
much troubled, and which brought their experi-
ences at Auschwitz to life again, These “wretches,”
these “miserable creatures” (as they were, with
good intention, so often called by all the profes-
sionals of the trial), expressed themselves with
unassuming talent,

One man had spoken up before his surgery:

I did not know what they would do to me.



When I came to know that I was to be operated
on thes 1 said, “Why are you operating on me?
I am £, not sick.” He [Dr. Dering] answered
me in French, “If I take not the testicle off you,
they will take it off me.’

Mr. Neill cross-examined one woman, whom he
seemed to suspect of improper coaching because
she knew she had been involved in an “experi-
ment”:

Q. You knew that [it was an “experiment”]?
A. In the beginning I d:d not know it. After-
wards I knew,

Q. Who told you that?

A. Nobody had to tell us because we were re-
ceived like beasts.

A wimness having utiered her desire for venge-
ance, Mr. Neill hoped to find the same motive in
another, a man. He asked:

You feel very bitter about this, don't you?

But the answer ignored the implication of the
question:

I don't feel giood, I feel pain in my heart and
shame in my face.

The moment of castration was recreated:

After some minutes I saw Dr. Dering when he
had my testicle in his hand and showed it to Dr.
Schumann who was present.

After her first ovariectomy, performed by Dr.
Samuel, a patient recalled the words he said to
her, stiil terrifying in their ambiguity:

Dr. Samuel said to me after the operation, “If
ycu will live then you will be as all the others I
operated on.” He told me that he o pened and

osed the abdomen. That was all r.hat he told
me.

The same patient was conscious during her second
ovariectomy performed by Dr. Dering:

I saw the lamp over me and it was full of only
red. I screamed for very strong pains . ... [
heard they cut inside and I saw that they took
out some mg

Another woman described the condition of her
wound five days after surgery:

My abdomen was full of pus; it secreted as a -
spring.
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These appalling words were spoken because in
Exodus Leon Urnis flatly stated that Dr. Dering
had performed 17,000 experimental operations.
That shadowless number was not profoundly
disturbing; even the greater one, the 6,000,000
Jews who died in the course of the war, fails now
in itsel{, with constant repetition, to evoke per-
sonal anguish, But in his effort to confute the
generalization, Dr. Dering brought into being the
evidence of individual victims. A little cluster of
survivors ocreated the agony felt by young men
and women who first were robbed of all dignity
of body (for the men, through such procedures as
the brutal semen test) ; who then underwent the
inexplicable terror, in a dark room, of irradiation;
who then saw and felt the mutilation of their
sexual organs by surgery; who returned to cold
wards to lie in bed for monr.h:., ill-fed, ill- Lended
with unhealing, suppurating wounds; who wer
liberated two vears later to endure in frecdo:x.
the Lifelong hunger ot childlessness.

Their intolerable recollections outlast all other
aspects of the trial. The boy of sixteen who was
still with his mother for part of their journey to
the concentration camp, but then was separated
ﬁ'om her 10 go alone through his ordeal of castra-

n. The company of young girls, at attention,
whom Dr. Schumann reviewed before making his
selection for surgery. Their outdoor walk, all in
tears, from Block 10, where they slept, to Block
21, where they were operated on. The girl who
received the spinal anaesthetic with her body bent
over, her head damped between the thighs of an
ordexly, her back held exposed and still for Dr.
Dering’s insertion of the needle. The ironic cross
inscribed upon the body of the Jewish woman who
has both the horizontal (“the German school"”)
incision of the first ovariectomy and the vertical
(the Polish school?) of the second.

LL THIS happened, as Justice Lawton reiter-
ated, a long time ago. But in all times all
people have felt, in their separate ways, the sexual
beauty of young and healthy bodies. Even rape, in
violation of the body, implies the body's grace.
Only in the testimony of these witnesses, one
looked down with a vertigo of mounting compre-
hension into a time and place, the pit of Auschwitz
in 1943, where men who lived by nothing but self-
interest and a technique of the hands, cut to
pieces the most valued capacity of other men, and
of women.
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WORLD REPORT

IN MEMORY OF TREBLINKA :
A REPORT FROM WARSAW

A WIC delegation headed by Dr. Nahum Gold-
mann, which also included Dr. Moises Goldmann,
of Buenos Aires, chairman of the South American
Executive ;: Dr. Gerhart M. Riegner, of Geneva,
and M. Armand Kaplan, of Paris, participated in
the unveiling of the monument at Treblinka in
honour of the 700,000 Jews who perished there.
The delegation, invited by the Polish Government,
also visited Jewish communities in Warsaw, Lodz
and Cracow.

Dr, Goldmann, and his colleagues were guests
of the Polish Government. They were welcomed
at the airport by Mr. Jozef Pietrusinski, Director
in the Office of the Council of Ministers of the
Polish Republic and Secretary-General of the
Polish Council for the Protection of Monuments
to Resistance and Martyrdom, and by a delega-
tion of the Social and Cultural Association of
the Jews in Poland.

The WIC delegation was received later by the
Jewish Community in Lodz, where they visited
various Jewish institutions, notably the Jewish
School and Youth Club., Accompanied by Mr.
Pietrusinski, Dr. Goldmann and the WIC delega-
tion then proceeded to Auschwitz and visited
camps and museums there and at Birkenau, where
wreaths were laid on behalf of the Claims Con-
ference and the WIC.

Dr. Goldmann and his party continued their
journey to Cracow, where they were welcomed
by the leaders of the local Jewish Community
with whom they spent the evening, after attending
Friday evening service in the Cracow Synagogue
“Remo”. They also visited the recently excavated
centuries-old Jewish cemetery.

On their return to Warsaw, WIC representa-
tives were guests of the President of the Polish

Council for the Protection of Monuments to
Resistance and Martyrdom, Vice-Minister Janusz
Wieczorek, in the Palace of the Polish Foreign
Ministry, at a reception to Jewish delegations to
Poland to attend the unveiling of the Treblinka
Monument, The Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Mr. Winiewicz, the Mayor of Warsaw and other
high civilian and military officials were also pre-
sent. Among those attending were two survivors
of the Treblinka death camp,

Dr, Goldmann, as President of the World Jew-
ish Congress and of the Claims Conference, ex-
pressed the deep appreciation of the Jewish people
for the great efforts which the Polish Government
and people were making to keep alive the memory
of the millions of martyrs who had perished in
the concentration and extermination camps. These
efforts merited the fullest recognition and support
by Jewish public opinion. Dr. Goldmann also
expressed his gratitude to the Polish authorities
for the considerable support they were giving to
Jewish organisations in order to maintain Jewish
schools, theatre and other cultural activities.

Jews and Poles were the two peoples who had
suffered most during the last world war, Dr. Gold-
mann continued, and there was no deeper bond
than the solidarity brought about by common
suffering. This solidarity, born in common suf-
fering should guide them to work together in a
common front against racism, fascism and in-
tolerance.

Visit to Ghetto Site

During their last day in Warsaw, the delegation
visited the site of the former Jewish Ghetto. They
deposited wreaths on the Monument commemor-
ating the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising and passed
several hours in the Jewish Historical Institute.
Thereafter, Dr. Goldmann and his colleagues
were guests at a luncheon by the Vaad Hakehil-
lot of Poland, During the afternoon, they met the
leadership of the Cultural and Social Association
of the Jews in Poland,

A banquet offered in the evening by the Cul-
tural and Social Association to the foreign Jew-
ish delegations closed the official ceremonies of
the unveiling of the Treblinka Monument.

Treblinka, located 50 miles northeast of War-
saw, ranked next to Auschwitz in the number
of victims, mainly Polish Jews from Warsaw and
Bialystok, consumed in its gas chambers.

Treblinka was a maximum security camp. It
came under the jurisdiction of the SS chief for
the Warsaw district and was guarded by about 700
men, including some Ukrainians. Despite these
precautions, between 150 to 200 Jews made a dash
for freedom on August 2, 1943, a few months
before the camp was liquidated. Twelve made
good their escape. Whether they were later caught
or perished in some other Nazi camp, is not known.

GERHART M. RIEGNER

DR. ALBERT VAIJS
1905-1964

GENEVA : Dr, Nahum Goldmann, President of
WIC, sent the following cable of condolence to
the Federation of Yugoslav Jewish Communities
in Belgrade on the occasion of the death of its
President, Dr. Albert Vajs:

“Please accept the expression of my profound
sympathy, both personal and as President of the
World Jewish Congress, at the tragic death of
your president, Dr. Vajs, He represented Yugo-
slav Jewry with great dignity and wisdom. We
admired and loved him for his loyalty and great
moral and intellectual qualities. Please convey our
deepest sympathy to his family."

The death of Albert Vajs is a grievous and
widely felt loss. The Jewish Community of Yugo-
slavia mourns the passing away of an outstand-
ing leader; the State has lost a jurist of repute and
integrity and Belgrade University, where he was
Professor of law, a respected teacher. His col-
leagues in the Executive of the World Jewish
Congress held Albert Vajs in high regard. His
contributions to their deliberations were always
valuable; his loyalty to the Jewish cause was ucver
tempered by considerations of expediency. It is
to a large extent to his credit that the situation of
Yugoslav Jewry, sadly decimated by Nazi and
Fascist persecution, can be regarded as satisfac-
tory. None of the People’s Democracies has ac-
corded its Jewish minority such sympathetic and
understanding treatment.

Dr. Vajs was born in Zemun in 1905 and edu-
cated in Berlin, Paris and Belgrade. He received
a doctorate in law at the University of Zagreb in
1929 and practised law in Belgrade until the out-
break of war. He was an officer in the Yugoslay
army and a prisoner-of-war of the Germans. After
the war, he served as executive vice-president of
the Federation of Yugoslav Jewish Communities
until 1948, when he was elected president.

Devoted to the service of law and justice, Prof.
Vajs played an important role in efforts to have
war and Nazi criminals brought to book. He
headed the Yugoslav War Crimes Commission and
represented Yugoslavia at the Nuremberg Trial.
It does not speak against him that U.S. authori-
ties did not accede to his request for the extradi-
tion of one of the most notorious collaborators of
the Nazis, Andrija Artukovic. In recent years
German right-extremist circles conducted a vicious
press campaign against Dr. Vajs depicting him as
a revengeful man. Whoever knew Albert Vajs
could not but reject with contempt this distortion
of the truth. Albert Vajs was a good Jew and a
loyal Yugoslav. He was above all a kind and con-
siderate man.

Continued on page 18
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FACETS OF THE GERMAN IMAGE TODAY
AUSCHWITZ TRIAL AND AFTER

FOR SOME MONTHS NOW, THE GREAT TRIAL AT FRANKFURT has been a sounding board

for a prolonged cry of agony out of the past. Day by day, the ghastly evidence has
driven home to Germans who have ears with which to hear and eyes with which to read
all the terror and horror of the crime of Auschwitz, “the greatest crime ever committed,”
as an English judge, in a case concerned with the most revolting of the infamies per-
petrated there, recently declared.

Many of the older generation of Germans, whose passive complicity in the crimes of
the Nazis still haunts them, would prefer to silence these penetrating voices from the
past. It is to the credit of young Germany that it appears to want to know how and why
it all happened, even if this means a clash of conscience with the older generation. How
deep this desire for knowledge goes and how long it will last still remains to be seen.
We can only hope that the present mood is significant for the future.

There are some other questions, however, that young Germans—and the whole
world for that matter—might profitably ask? Will the eventual punishments after the
trial at Frankfurt really fit the crime? In previous trials of war criminals, sentences
passed on convicted criminals have been ludicrously trivial, if not minimal, in view of
the serious nature of the charges. including those of accessory to murder. Should not the
penalties be made much more severe? :

Another aspect of the trials of Nazi war criminals which gives cause for concern is
the effect of the Statute of Limitations, which bars proceedings in the case of crimes
committed more than 20 years ago. This will mean that in May 1965, many Nazi
criminals against whom prosecutions have not yet been or are unlikely to be initiated.
may escape unscathed. The Statute of Limitations has already allowed Fritz Fischer,
a former Nazi company commander responsible for the deaths of many Jews in Russia
in 1942 to escape punishment by a Duesseldorf court. The Federal German Government
should begin to address itself seriously to this problem.

GERMAN SCIENTISTS IN EGYPT

The renewal of President Nasser’s propaganda campaign against Israel, stimulated by
the powerful boost to his morale provided by Premier Khruschev’s visit to Egypt and
the latter’s offer of increased military aid, once again sharply draws attention to the
dangers created by the presence of German scientists in Egypt, engaged in rocketry and
other projects involving offensive weapons. The Federal German Government has so far
failed to take any effective steps to discourage these activities. This is a matter which
concerns not only the State of Israel; it vitally affects the precarious balance of arms
in the Middle East the tilting of which in favour of a power whose aggressive inten-
tions are openly avowed might prove disastrous to world peace.

REDRESS TO VICTIMS OF NAZISM

There is yet one other facet of the German image in 1964 which requires critical
comment. Despite repeated requests by responsible Jewish organisations, the Federal
German Government appears reluctant to incorporate provisions into pending amend-
ments to existing indemnification legislation to enable those categories of victims of
Nazism, which thus far have lacked redress for their sufferings, to obtain adequate
compensation. The persons concerned are the most unfortunate of all—those Jews who
were unable to leave Eastern Europe before October 1953, the deadline for filing claims,
and who were deprived of liberty, health and property by the Nazis and subsequently
endured further tribulations at the hands of Stalinist governments.

Federal Germany is nearing the completion of its humane programme of amends
unprecedented in history. What a pity it would be to spoil it when justice might be fully
done at such small cost! Young Germany may yet be asking awkward questions about
failure on this score, too, but it is not too late for remedial action.

3



FACTS ABOUT RUSSIA

THE INTERNATIONAL CONFEDERATION OF FREE TRADE
unions has performed a valuable service to
humanity through an enlightening report on the
situation of Jews in the U.S.S.R, prepared by an
international socialist study group established
under its auspices.

Public opinion has been aroused, Jewish com-
munities alarmed, and significantly, the report de-
clares, doubts and anxieties have arisen inside a
number of Communist parties, as a result of re-
cent disclosures regarding the position of Soviet
Jewry today.

Approaching the question as a human and not
as a political problem, the study group accepts
the basic premises of the Soviet system of
government as a fact.

“Our purpose is not to stimulate anti-Soviet
feeling (the report declares); we are in harmony
with their own avowed universalist teachings, and
with the officially proclaimed principles of Soviet
policy on national and religious groups.

“In so far as we have viewed the problem
against a wider world background, it has been in
the context of détente and not that of cold war.

“From this point of view, the problem of dis-
crimination against Jews in the Soviet Union has
the same far-reaching importance as, for example,
that of discrimination against Negroes in the
United States,

“In such cases the governments concerned will
keep the respect of world opinion only by a firm
and effective stand against discrimination and pre-
judices which are rooted in the evils of ignorance
and past prejudice.”

After reviewing a wealth of evidence regarding
Jewish disabilities in education and culture, reli-
gion, the economy and family life, the report,
presented by representatives from Denmark,
Great Britain, Holland, Norway and Sweden, con-
cludes as follows:

“We consider that there is discrimination
against the Jewish population of the Soviet Union
as a national minority group, as a religious com-
munity and as individuals,

“This is in conflict with the principles laid
down in the Soviet Constitution, and represents a
failure to honour, in the case of Jewish citizens,
the guarantees which that Constitution contains
of the human and civic rights of the individual,

“At a time when peoples of all countries have
recognised hopeful signs of an international dé-
tente, the discrimination against Jews in the
Soviet Union can only be regarded as one of the
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factors which still provoke anxiety and therefore
disturb the growing atmosphere of respect and
goodwill conducive to greater understanding and
tolerance among peoples.

“We, therefore, earnestly appeal to the Govern-
ment of the U.S.S.R., both on grounds of humani-
tarian principal and for the sake of international
urderstanding, to end discrimination against the
Jewish minority and impose proper restraint upon
those who have been responsible for it,

“We further call on the Soviet Government to
guarantee to all Jewish citizens of the U.S.S.R.:

(a) The same rights as other Soviet citizens ;

(b) Equal cultural and institutional facilities as
are available to other Soviet nationalities ;

(¢) Equal facilities for the practice of their
religion as are available to believers of
other denominations and the right to main-
tain contact with their co-religionists ;

(d) Freedom from victimisation and denigra-
tion ;

(e) The right to family reunification'

INTERNATIONAL
MEDICAL ETHICS

THE LIBEL ACTION BROUGHT BY DR, DERING against
the author and publisher of the book Exodus is
unique. Those who have followed the tragic and
terrible story as it was unfolded day after day
in what must have seemed the completely unreal
atmosphere of the British courts must have hoped
and prayed that the hideous circumstance of the
crimes of Auschwitz, Dachau, and Buchenwald
was also unique. We can best honour the memory
of the victims of Nazi bestiality by putting on
record the facts of the recent trial. That medical
men could act as certain German doctors did
is the most painful memory the medical profes-
sion has to hold. When the World Medical
Association was formed in 1947 one of its first
actions was to draw up a report on war crimes
and medicine. This report was published in the
first issue of the first volume of the World Medi-
cal Association Bulletin, published in April 1949,
and the German medical profession was called
upon then to “make a public declaration” about
the participation of some German doctors in these
crimes before the W.M.A. would accept their
organisation as one of its members. It was in the
hope of preventing a recurrence of this night-
mare that the W.M.A. drew up the Declaration
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of Geneva and formulated an international code
of ethics, which together, it was considered, were
more appropriate to the modern world than the
Hippocratic oath. And it must have been with

' special reference to what had happened in Ger-

many between 1939 and 1945 that the following
two clauses in the Declaration of Geneva were
drawn up:

I will not permit considerations of religion,
nationality, party politics or social standing
to intervene between my duty and my
patient ;

I will maintain the utmost respect for human
life, from the time of conception; even
under threat, I will not use my medical
knowledge contrary to the laws of humanity,

(British Medical Journal, 16 May 1964).

SPAIN HONOURS
ANCIENT DEBT

THE RECENT DECREE OF THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT
establishing a museum of Hebrew-Spanish cul-
ture to be situated in the historic Samuel Levi
(El Transito) Synagogue in Toledo is to be doubly
welcomed. In the first place, it is a gracious
acknowledgement of Spain’s debt to the Jewish
past which is so deeply interwoven with her own.
Moreover, it provides recognition of the con-
tinuing links between Sephardic Jewry, now
strongly rooted in Israel, but still dispersed
throughout the Diaspora, and Spain.

In evil times, Spain rejected some of her most
devoted children. It says much for them that
throughout their long exile they never forgot
her language and culture to which they made so
notable a contribution, The sad memories that
go back across nearly five centuries cannot be
easily expunged, but there is some consolation in
knowing that there are today new and thriving
Jewish communities in ancient Spanish cities.

The Toledo Museum is intended not only to
be a repository of past glories. Its work is to
be reinforced by a library which will form the
basis of a living centre of Jewish-Spanish culture.
The latter, according to the government decree,
will be fully representative of the two peoples.
In addition to leading Spanish academic and cul-
tural leaders, its governing body will also include
the President of the Jewish Community of Madrid
and the Professors of Mediaeval Jewish History
and of the History of the Jews in Spain in the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem,



Auschwitz in an English Gourt:

Dossier on Dr. Dering

PATRICK O’'DONOVAN

HE LIBEL CASE brought against the author and
publisher of “Exodus™ was unique. It was
the first time that the facts of the holocaust have
been litigated in a British Court, It became in
effect—as a result of the defence and despite the
repudiations of the judge—a war crimes trial, And
none was ever more carefully, more subtly and
more justly conducted, ‘

That Dr. Dering had been libelled was never in
question. He had not done as many “experi-
ments” as had been suggested and he had used
anaesthetics—a spinal injection, There was, in
effect, a question of damages only. His attempt
to get these was rewarded with a halfpenny and
the burden of costs. His self-justification was self-
damning and the verdict was precisely right, One
great, rare cheer for British justice is in order.

In 1948, a hearing was conducted before the
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate as part of the
British Government’s exhaustive inquiries into
whether Dr, Dering should be handed over to the
Polish Government, A Mr. G. who had been a
Jewish prisoner in Auschwitz was brought over
from France to identify the dogtor, This he failed
to do.

“ Two Mr. G's"

He was in fact one of the two Mr, Gs, (Since
one is still alive, their names should be hidden.)
They were in a batch of eight Jews sent for
“treatment.” In the exquisitely neat Auschwitz
medical register, opposite their names and under
the column for treatment, is the word “castratio.”
This Mr. G. had been “treated" by Dr. Grabczyn-
ski—who was brought from Poland to give
evidence at this trial—and the other Mr. G, on
the very next line, by Dr. Dering.

The result of this long trial was never a fore-
gone conclusion. The judge was careful to deflate
emotionalism. Indeed, towards the end, a lawyer
might just complain that he took too active a part
in cross examination, The pendulum of probability
swung backwards and forwards until the end of
his summing up. But in the end the verdict was
the work of a very stolid-looking, ex-service sort
of jury.

It is possible that they disliked the novel in
question, which happens to be anti-British in tone.
Dr. Dering may have looked to them an under-
dog being hounded for things done long ago,
abroad, and in circumstances of which the British
have little experience and upon which they have a
vague reluctance to pass judgment. And yet, in
effect, they found against him,

It may have been in part the result of the way
Dr. Dering gave evidence. He would insist on
referring to his patients as “Jewesses" in a way

Auschwitz log-book
of eperations
proves Dering
performed
castrations and
ovariectomies

that sounded offensive. He appeared to show a
curious indifference to them, as if what he had
done—and done so badly—had been simply a
routine job,

In contrast there was the Professor of Gynae-
cological Surgery—Professor Nixon, There was
one awful moment when he recited a part of the
Hippocratic Oath, I will abstain from abusing
the bodies of men and women, either free or
slave.” And the court, for a moment of truth, sat
in icy silence,

Then there was the ex-patient whose name was
not revealed lest he be recognised. He was the only
one to speak in English, He described the doctor
as a man who smiled and laughed in Auschwitz
and he described his attitude as “I'm all right
Jack." They understood that.

Little that was new emerged in this trial. Trials
arising out of the behaviour of doctors in con-
centration camps have been held before, Dr.
Dering’s superior, Dr. Schumann, a lieutenant in
the Luftwaffe who specialised in experiments on
females, is still alive and free. He is in Ghana—
at least so long as Ghana refuses an extradition
treaty with Western Germany,

Dr. Dering was himself a prisoner. He was
only the tool of such men. What were they really
doing? They were carrying out one stage in a
mass experiment to find an easy way of sterilising
what they might regard as lesser breeds or
enemies, such as Russians, Poles and half-Tews.
that would be a sophisticated alternative to the
immediate extermination kept for the Jews, who
were regarded as devilish and inhuman,

Patrick
O’Donovan :
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The method they sought should be cheap and
quick. It should leave its subject with his
capacity for work unimpaired but with no possi-
bility of propagation, So they irradiated male
and female organs and crudely removed them to
see what had happened to them. Dr. Dering per-
formed only the second stage of a vast experi-
mental process which has added nothing useful
to the sum of human knowledge—unless you want
to kill off whole races.

The doctor was given a completely fair trial.
The judge was at pains to insist that they were
talking of Auschwitz and not of Bart's, The
moral defence for doing a bad thing lest worse
happened was clearly stated, The cosy sanity of
an English panelled court, the robes and wigs,
the normality of ritual, the cold urbanity of Lord
Gardiner, left facts to speak for themselves., And
the facts were very terrible,

(THE OBSERVER, 10 May 1964.)

THE ULTIMATE CHOICE
GODFREY SMITH

T 1S STILL TOO NEAR TO THINK ABouUT, The mind

turns the enormity of it over, helplessly
churning out cliches: “agonising choice”

“moral dilemma,”. .. contemporary predicament.”

Too near or too far. It is twenty years ago since
Auschwitz was happening: two-thirds of a
generation, two-sevenths of a lifetime ; or looked
at, in a frivolous everyday context, sixty school-
terms away, a thousand week-ends. Though, by
definition, most of the participants are dead, some
are still quite young,

Some of them were witnesses in the libel action
brought by Dr. Dering. They came from Warsaw
and Los Angeles, from Israel and France, to give
their evidence, They testified in English, in Polish,
in French and in Catalan,

They came to say (and some could still weep
as they said jt) that, twenty years ago in Ausch-
witz, they had their ovaries cut out, their testicles
removed, That much was not in doubt The
question was: How? And why?

At the outset the judge asked the jury if any of
them lost relatives in Nazi Germany and might
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therefore find the evidence too harrowing. None
of the twelve moved and the case opened.

Dr. Dering was a Polish Roman Catholic
doctor, educated at Warsaw, incarcerated in
Auschwitz for his underground activities, He was
a labourer, then a prisoner-doctor, It was not in
question that he performed operations there to
sterilise young Jews and Jewesses,

The Germans wanted to know the most effec-
tive method to end the reproduction of what they
believed to be inferior races. To find out, they
wanted the reproductive organs, which had been
subjected to radiation, removed and examined.

Dr. Dering’s position was straightforward
enough, If he did not perform the operations, he
would have been killed. If he did perform them.
they would at least be done efficiently. The
alternative was that they would be done by un-
skilled hands; by butchers. Or again, if he did
not operate it would be simpler still for the
Germans to kill their victims first, then do their
surgery,

He had done his best in intolerable circum-
stances ; he was not as Uris depicted him; and
he demanded punitive damages,

The defence said, in a nutshell, that every man
must make a stand somewhere.

But could a man disobey a direct order from
the S8, and survive? There is some evidence
that it happened, though rarely enough.

Lieut, General Koch-Erpach, commander of the
Eighth Silesian Infantry Division refused, on or
about June 22, 1941, to shoot captured Russian
political commissars.

Major Johannes Walldow, now 70, told the §.5.
he would not allow any Jews to be shot in his
area,

Lieut, General Bruno Streckenbach was trans-
ferred to the front line for a similar refusal,

The usual penalty in the S.S. for refusal to
obey an extermination order was loss of promo-
tion or a transfer to the front. Professor Hans-
Giinther Seraphim of Gottingen University sub-
mitted to the Miinster Court of Appeal in
November, 1960, a memorandum on the German
conception of Befehlsnotstand : “Twelve years of
intensive research among their records and the
conscientious sifting of all available evidence
failed to bring to light a single death sentence
imposed on members of the S.S. or police for
refusing to carry out extermination orders.”

But these rebels were German; brave men,
true, but Aryans, members of the master race.
What chance did a prisoner have of refusing to
obey and living to tell the tale?

There is one woman who gave evidence in the

THE DERING DOSSIER (continued)

Dering case who has received little publicity, Her
name was Dr, Adeleine Hautval and she was
the daughter of a French Protestant pastor. To a
Polish Communist woman doctor who also came

from Warsaw to give evidence at the trial, she |

remarked, twenty years ago, that it was clear they
would never leave Auschwitz alive and that in the

short time left to them their only course was to |

behave like human beings.

The Polish doctor had never forgotten this re-
mark, and she still recalled it at difficult moments
of her life. Called before the notorious S.S. Dr.
Wirths to explain why she would not co-operate,
Dr. Hautval gave him a reply which, said the
judge, would live in the jury’s memory for many
vears—a devastating reply, Wirths had asked her
if she could not see that the patients they were
dealing with were Jews and therefore different
from her. Dr. Hautval had replied that she saw
she was different from him. She was, said the
judge, one of the most impressive and courageous
women who had ever given evidence in the courts
of this country. She had stood up to the Nazis
four times and made it quite clear what she was
and what she was not prepared to do,

Dr. Hautval's example shows what can be done
in the face of an unimaginable situation. But, as
the judge pointed out, the ordinary person is not
a saint, and does not aspire to be one, We are
living in Britain, the Welfare-Windfall State, in

AUSCHWITZ
IN LONDON

JACK WINOCOUR

i E'RE LEAVING HEHIND THE SIENCH OF

AuscHwiITZ and emerging into good, clean
English air,” said Mr. Colin Duncan, Q.C., in his
final address to the jury. A rosy-faced little
Dickensian advocate of the old school, Mr.
Duncan seemed to tranqguillise the 10 Englishmen
and two Englishwomen, good and true, into a less

| harrowed frame of mind. They had been palpably

1964, where a doctor who fails to answer a mid- |

night call to treat a tummy-ache had better watch |

out, How can we know what it was like to be in
Auschwitz in 19447

Even if it were feasible to pass moral judgment
on the Dering libel action, there is one practical
difficulty, A close examination of the evidence is
liable to make most human beings feel physically
ill. We have an instinctive awe for our repro-
ductive processes: they are our one certain
guarantee of a sort of immortality,

Again, most of us have a residual, superstitious
awe of doctors, They are guardians of a mystique,
from which we are shut out but with which we
are intimately concerned. As Professor Nixon of
University College Hospital pointed out in his
evidence, they are all bound by the Hippocratic
Oath, And that is not easily broken.

But we were not there. We cannot possibly
know what the pressures were, All we can say is
that it was sometimes possible for men and
women to made a stand, as General Streckenbach
and Dr, Hautval demonstrated, We can only hope
we would have at least tried to emulate them,

Dr, Dering got his halfpenny damages and must
pay costs estimated at £35,000. Mr. Uris said he
would take Dr. Dering’'s name from future
editions of the book, But there would be no cele-
bration ; there was nothing to celebrate, It was,
he said, a bad day for the human race; and he
was right,

(SunDAY TIMES, 10 May 1964.)

6

moved, if not shocked, by Lord Gardiner's drastic
appeal ad hominem a few minutes before. “Would
you,” he had asked the jury, “be disposed to
grant the plaintiff damages if you had been in a
concentration camp in France, and a Nazi, or
even a French, doctor had removed one of your
testicles?™" Their answer proved to be a halfpenny
damages, with the doctor meeting most of the

| enormous costs.

The jury leaned forward intently as he came
deftly to his peroration. On the face of it, it was
a jury like most English juries, made up of small
tradesmen, artisans, clerks and two housewives.
They were dressed in their somewhat dowdy Sun-
day best, There was a sense of occasion, for not
only were they prime participants in one of the
longest libel cases ever heard by an English court,
but they were also the target of a man whom
many believe will some day be Lord Chancellor.
He was appealing to rthem in words they could
understand, like “hoicking out the ovaries” or
“I'm all right, Jack". If anything, these occa-
sional lapses into slang may have made his task
casier with the jury. For Lord Gardiner, tall,
handsome, razor-minded, is rather an astringent
and forbidding figure,

Wounds Cried Out

The portly and amiable Mr. Justice Lawton
was not to be outdone by this homespun talk. In
his turn, he advised the jury not to be confused

| by “a lot of lawyers chewing the words around”.

Mr, Duncan was more correct and literary, “One
cannot paint the lily or gild refined gold,” he
orotunded. “Dr. Dering’s wrongs, like Caesar's
wounds, cry out for themselves.” There had been
other wounds that cried out across 20 years:
those of the irradiated, tortured, childless wombs
of the young Greek Jewesses deprived of the
source of birth by the surgeon’s scalpel ; the un-
sexed men, castrated in the Nazi doctors quest
for methods of sterilising millions of Europeans
of part Jewish blood.

Seldom have there been in a civil trial such
heart-rending witnesses, men and women with
broken bodies and spirit, crying out in accusa-
tion against the crimes committed against their
man and womanhood. Or, even more tellingly.
lapsing into piercing silence before the man they
saw as the instrument of their wrong. The tales

| were twice-told by girls grown old overnight, first



Death Camp Survivors:

Drs. Dorota Lorska (left),
Adelaine Hautval (right), and

Alina Brewda (centre)

Gave Evidence Against Dering

HEROINE DOGTORS OF AUSCHWITZ

in Hebrew or Judeo-Spanish (the ancient Castilian
tongue spoken by the descendants of the Jews
expelled by Ferdinand and Isabella from Spain in
1492) and then translated by interpreters into
English. The accumulation of horror was over-
whelming. Yet Dr. Dering was not on trial, He
was a respectable man in his late fifties, so com-
monplace that he would have been lost in any
crowd, in Warsaw before the war, in Auschwitz
which he survived, in Ealing where he now lives,
or on the Seven Sisters Road, north London,
where he practises the art of medicine. He felt
himself aggrieved, damaged, brought into “hatred,
contempt and ridicule” by the brief passage in
Leon Uris' Exodus which read: “Here in Block
X [at Auschwitz] Dr. Wirths used women as
guinea pigs and Dr. Schumann sterilised by castra-
tion and X-ray and Clauberg removed ovaries
and Dr. Dehring (sic) performed 17,000 experi-
ments in surgery without anaesthetics.”

Well, as it turned out, it was Dr. Dering not
Dehring, and the defence could adduce only some
130 cases of operations which might be described
as “experiments”, and a spinal, but not a general,
anaesthetic had been administered. And Dr.
Dering had been cleared by the Horhe Office, after
spending 19 months in Brixton as a suspected
war criminal, He obtained a British licence to
practise, served as a Colonial Office doctor in
Somaliland before its independence, and earned
an OBE from his grateful adopted country, He
had first been a POW of the Russians, then ar-
rested by the Germans as a member of the Polish
underground and sent to Auschwitz, where after
a brief and humiliating period as a labourer he
was elevated to the somewhat dubious distinction
of “prisoner-doctor”,

In that lay the nub of his case. Dering claimed
that he had done what he did under duress and
that refusal to obey Schumann’s orders would

have been followed by his dispatch to the gas
ovens. Lord Gardiner rejected this and pointed
out that, when Dering had on one occasion re-
fused to obey an order, his sole punishment was
to have been confined to barracks and deprived
of his visits to the cinema. A succession of medi-
cal witnesses, including a Protestant French-
woman, who had herself endured Auschwitz, gave
evidence to the effect that death did not neces-
sarily result from their refusal to obey WNazi
orders. And for Dering, a Dr. Grabczynski, a
fellow Auschwitz prisoner and now a railway
doctor in Poland, swore to the contrary,

Moral Issues

The moral issues, as Mr. Justice Lawten thank-
fully pointed out in his summing up, were in the
hands of the jury, But he did tell them about the
quandaries of the early Christians during their
persecution by the Emperor Decius in the third
century AD. “Fear,” his Lordship said, “is no ex-
cuse for murder or even probably, the judges
might say, for doing really serious injury. There
does come a point at which one has got to say
‘I will die rather than do this." ™

There was a time, a long time ago, when Sir
Oswald Mosley’s newspaper Acrion (28 Novem-
ber 1936) listed a rising young barrister, Frederick
Horace Lawton, founder of the Cambridge Uni-
versity Fascist Society, as prospective parlia-
mentary candidate for Hammersmith North and
praised him as “a fine fighting fascist candidate”.
The judge-to-be later fought against and was
wounded by the Nazis in France. He tried this
action with impeccable propriety and fairness.

But it was a curious quirk of fate that brought
him to the Dering case. Was it not, as the lawyers
say?

(NEW STATESMAN, 8 May 1964).

THE SEARCH
FOR EVIDENGE

MICHAEL HAMLYN

“J{'X0DUS” WAS PUBLISHED IN BRITAIN in a hard.

backed edition by William Kimber in June,
1959. Almost three years later, in April, 1962, a
letter arrived at the offices of the publisher from
the solicitors of Dr. Wiladyslaw Dering claiming
that on page 155 he had been libelled and calling
for substantial damages and an apology in open
court,

There then started a detailed, painstaking and
patient inquiry, which drew in threads from nine
countries, to establish who and what Dr, Dering
was and did, and to prove it, The inquiry, largely
carried out by one man—Mr. Solomon Kaufman,
an international lawyer—ended with the verdict
that Dr. Dering had indeed been libelled, and
offering him damages of a halfpenny,

When Dr. Dering’s letter arrived no one at the
publishers knew who he was or what he had done,
or even what went on in Block X at Auschwitz.
All the passage in the book told them was that
“Here in Block X , . . Dr. Dering performed
17,000 ‘experiments’ in surgery without anaes-
thetics.” Was it even the same man? After all,
the name was spelt differently.

Mr, Kimber first telephoned Lord Russell of
Liverpool, author of several books on enemy war
crimes, in the hope that he might know something
of the man, Lord Russe]l suggested he should
contact a Col. Draper, one of the leading authori-
ties on Auschwitz, who furnished him with a
whole series of possible contacts, including West
German lawyers handling the Auschwitz trial in
Frankfurt, They passed to the publisher the name
and address of Dr. Alina Brewda, a Jewish Polish
woman, who had been in Auschwitz, had worked
in Block X and lived in London,

(OVER)



The Dering Dossier (continued)

In the meantime, Leon Uris, the American
author of “Exodus.,” who was in the United
States, flew in and instructed Mr, Kaufman, of
Kaufman and Seigal, to act for him, At a series
of meetings in October, 1962, it was agreed that
from what had already been learned about Dr.
Dering the claim should be resisted,

Mr. Uris himself, however, could not provide
any original material to back up the statement in
his book. It had come, he said, from another book
— “Underground” by Joseph Tenenbaum, a
history of Polish Jewry,

Mr. Kaufman, it was agreed, should take over
from Mr, Kimber's solicitors and handle the full-
time investigations, and both parties agreed to
instruct the same counsel. Mr, Kaufman asked
Mr, Gerald Gardiner, as he then was, o take the
case. Mr. Gardiner had been the first British
officer to enter the Belsen concentration camp at
the end of the war,

Mr. Kaufman started a dozen inquiries going
almost at once, One of his first was to the pub-
lishers of Mr. Tenenbaum’s “Underground.”
published in New York in 1952, Mr, Tenenbaum
had. however, died, and his widow had no idea
of the source of the statement.

An inquiry to the Wiener Library in London.
which specialises in documenting the history of
the Jews in the 20th century, produced a whole
file of newspaper clippings about Dr. Dering from
the period in 1947-48 when he was in detention
in Brixton while a claim for his extradition was
being investigated by the Home Office. The Jewish
organisation dealing with refugees were also
approached, They had been occupied in their own
research when Dr, 'Dering was in Brixton, and
handed over a fat dossier on him,

This contained the first real trace of witnesses
who were actually operated on by Dr. Dering—a
report from a doctor in Salonika who had
examined a number of Jewish women: after their
liberation from Auschwitz. There were reports on
girls who had caustic fluid pumped into their
wombs by Dr_ Carl Clauberg, and a number who
had suffered ovaricctomies were named,

Mr. Kaufman wrote to the head of the Jewish
community in Greece, a Member of Parliament
who sits for the island of Corfu, He replied that
there was one woman named who was still living
in Salonika. Mr, Kaufman traced her.

The Greek M.P. added that according to their
records another woman had emigrated to the
United States, while it was believed that the rest
were in Israel.

A letter was sent to the Sephardi Hospital in
New York, where the woman was known_ She
was traced to Los Angeles,

Inquiries in Israel at first proved fruitless, Then

THE QUEST FOR WITNESSES

the Israeli Press became interested and printed a
story about Mr. Kaufman's search for victims. An
Israeli journalist, who had been working on a
book about Auschwitz, read the reports and con-
tacted Mr. Kaufman, saying that he had himself
interviewed a number of people who had been
operated on by Dr, Dering, and passed over the
names and addresses,

The picture of what happened in the camp
hospital was becoming plainer, but it still needed
a pood deal of clarification.

There was a cross reference under Dr, Dering's
name in the Wiener Library 1o a document under
Dr, Clauberg’s name. This was a transcription of
the indictment drawn up by the West German
authorities for use against Clauberg.

Suddenly, this clarified everything. Here were
details, not only of Dr. Clauberg’s experiments,
but of Dr. Horst Schumann’s experiments in
radiation of sex organs, and of Dr, Dering's part
in salvaging irradiated organs, for histological
examination.

“Up till now,” said Mr, Kaufman, “I don't
think any of us knew what was really happening
at that time. But quite suddenly it blazoned forth."

Unwilling Poles

Letters had also been sent to the Polish Ministry
of Justice, and the existence of the surgical record
of the Auschwitz hospital was disclosed for the
first time, Photographic copies of a few pages,
containing details of castration operations carried
out by Dr. Dering, were sent to this country.,

The Poles were unwilling at first to send more
than  this, but after discussions between Mr.
Kaufman and the Polish ambassador they were
persuaded to allow the record, which was kept in
Auschwitz museum, to be sent to this country,

This book had been kept with meticulous care
first by Dering and later in an unknown hand.
It was smuggled out of Auschwitz by the camp
underground before the Germans could destroy
it as the Red Army approached, Then it lay in
private hands for two or three years, and was not
available at the time when Poland (as well as
Czechoslovakia and France) was demanding Dr.
Dering's extradition from Britain. .

This was the most important piece of evidence
in the whole case, as Mr. Kaufman now realised.
Even if the witnesses called from countries all
over the world could not recognise Dr, Dering as
the surgeon who operated on them, a comparison
of the number stamped on their arms and the
operation evidence on their bodies, compared with
the number and description of the operation in
the register, would show who carried out the
operations.

Several possible witnesses were unavailable.
Pathetic letters from their relatives or family
doctors told of their complete breakdown as a
result of their experiences in Auschwitz. One was
a complete wreck, constantly bedridden and con-
stantly under sedation. Another had become an
alcoholic in an effort to forget his harrowing
memories, One had become a complete recluse as
a result of a neurotic feeling of shame.

By midsummer of last year the main docu-
mentary evidence was in Mr, Kaufman's hands.
Additional witnesses were found from a study of
the evidence submitted to the Nuremberg medical
trials. Here the name of Dr, Adelaine Hautval
appeared. Dr, Hautval who refused to promote
Nazi experiments, was at first reluctant to give
evidence in the Dering case but was eventually
persuaded to do so.

At first, too, it was impossibie to persuade any
experl witnesses to give evidence. Few of the
senior physicians and surgeons would testify
against a fellow doctor. But eventually a group of
liberal-minded doctors were tound through a
personal friend of the solicitor who agreed to
appear in the witness-box.

As the dossier against Dering was completed,
the work grew to a crescendo of activity. A
special team was set up in Mr. Kaufman s office
to deal with the work. It included Mr. Kaufman,
4 junior partner, a litigation manager and two
assistant solicitors, The team met with counsel
once a week to discuss what had been done, and
decide on the next week’s programme,

When witnesses were brought over they were
interrogated by Mr. Kaufman for any thing up
to a week on end in his flat overlooking Regent's
Park.

End of the Story ...

During the trial itself the devoted work of the
defendant’s lawyers continued, Lord Gardiner, for
example, had a transcript of the day’s proceedings
delivered to his home at 11 p.m., to study before
the next day began,

When the jury of ten men and two women
returned on Wednesday with their verdict award-
ing “contemptuous™ damages to Dr. Dering, two
years of fantastic tenacity and diligence paid off.

But the end of the story is still not told. In
Poland Dr. Jan Grabczynski, who gave evidence
for Dr. Dering, is now himself the subject of an
inquiry. A copy of Dr. Grabczynski's testimony
has been requested by the Polish authorities and
is being forwarded to them, And the Poles them-
selves are considering whether the result of the
Dering case calls for any further action by them.

(SUNDAY TIMES, London, 10 May 1964.)



A BRAVE PUBLISHER FIGHTS BACK

CLAUDE COCKBURN

0.8.1 HAS RETURNED 1Y

Dn_ W. A, DERING,
prACTICE in Seven Sisters Road, leaving still
unanswered the query: Why did he bring the
action?

He might, so ready reckoners around the
Femple and ghoulishly sympathetic friends of the
publishers were saying, get a vasi sum In damages
out of the publishers, printers and author. Some
people thought that for a man who had done the
things the doctor admitted he had done for the
sake of staying alive, this prospect might have
heen sufficiently dazzling to upset his judgment.

Looked at hind-sightedly, the result made the
doctor's action appear more mysterious than ever,
Surely he should have remembered where he was
and whom addressing ; should have known that
there are things that a British jury and justice will
not let a person get away with?

But understandably ¢enough, are
encouraged by the result and regard it as proof
that here before our Law truth and moral justice

those who,

prevail, are rather too complacent.

For the fact is that had it not been for the
courage and determination of a few men, Dr.
Dering would have had some cash and a big
“moral victory” without coming into court at all.

When Dr. Dering first threatened action there
were three defendants — Purnell and Sons, the
printers, William Kimber, the publishers, and Mr.
Uris, the author

Weakest Link

In such cases, the printer: are apt to be the
weakest link in the chain of defence. They are not
like author and publisher, morally, emotionally
or otherwise involved with what they print,

In face of the threat of action by Dr, Dering,
however, it looked as though the printers could
and would stand firm, Purnell and Sons are among
the biggest printers in Europe, with assets running
into millions of pounds,

It was conveyed to them that not only Mr.
William Kimber, but also, for Lord
Gardiner took the view that in the circumstances
it was a moral duty to fight the case.

The publishers were certainly under the impres-
sion that Wilfred Harvey, Chairman and Manag-
ing Director of Purnell and Sons, favoured
fighting the case. It was a great comfort to them
as they began the costly and horrifying detective
work involved in assembling their witnesses,

Passers-by in Wilton Place, London, were close
in those days to some terrifying human reminders
of the recent facts of European life, telling their
stories in the office of Willlam Kimber

As the last months of 1962 and the first of 1963
passed, the horror, indignation and determination
of the publishers increased,

But then, in May, 1963, to the bewilderment of
their co-defendants, Purnell and Sons decided to

instance,

make public apology in Court and pay Dr, Dering
“a substantial sum” by way of damages and an
agreed sum in respect of the expense to which he
had been put in the matter, (The
sum’ was in fact £500.)

“substantial

The facts of real life in our legal system being
what they are, Purnell and Sons no doubt felt
that in acting upon advice given them they were
exercising common prudence,

This impression must have been fortified by the
knowledge that Mr_Uris had no original material
to back his allegation, and had taken it from
“Underground” by Joseph Tenenbaum, a standard
history of Polish Jewry published in America.

Unseen Censorship

But inevitably this development might, if there
had been a different sort of people at Wilton
Place and among the publishers’ legal advisers,
have routed the whole defence, leaving Dr. Dering
a little richer in money and apologies and quite
unscathed,

It was said, and no doubt it was true, that
Purnell’s insurance company the insurance
people are always a factor to be reckoned with in
the unseen censorship—would not be pleased for
the action to go to the limit Naturally the insur-
ance company was not to be expected to consider
the “moral” aspects of the case.

Whatever the decisive motive for Purnell's
behaviour may have been, it can be taken for
granted that they had, in the narrowest sense of

the terms, sound legal and financial grounds for it.

And it seems probable that it was a belief that
considerations of this sort would weigh decisively
with all the defendants which caused Dr, Dering
to originate an action which in the end could be
seen as disastrous for himself,

“A Very Lucky Man"

It is also true, of course, that Dr, Dering had
all along been, in a sense, a very lucky man, The
Nazis let him out of Auschwitz. He escaped the
Russians and got to Italy where the Poles of the
Anders Army found him guiltless,

Back in England persistent attempts by Poland
to have him extradited for trial as a war criminal
failed. He had a good job with the British
Colonial Service and was awarded an O.B.I

If possession of the O.B.E, contributed to his
over-confidence, he would have done well to recall
that the Order is not an entirely foolproof
guarantee of enduring national goodwill, Though
the cases are in no way comparable Quisling had
the O.B.E. too. .

(SUNDAY TELEGRAPH, 10 May 1964.)
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Dr. WIADYSLAW DERING
in a cheerful mood before the verdict of the

Jjury awarding him one halfpenny damages

Claude
Cockburn:

“Sunday Telegraph ™




A Continent in a State of Turmoil and Change

Latin America

MARC TURKOW

Crisis in

ATIN AMERICA HAS LATELY ASSUMED A CERTAIN
NOTORIETY IN JEWISH CHRONICLES, There has
been a spate of anti-Jewish outbursts of varying
degrees of violence in various countries, but at
the present moment it is quiet again on this front.
We must recognise, however, that the Jewish com-
munities of Latin America are like tiny islands
in a turbulent sea—sometimes submerged by
waves, sometimes attractively visible in calm seas,
There are between 750,000 and 800,000 Jews
in Latin America: 450,000 in Argentina and
150,000 in Brazil. The remainder is scattered in
small groups across the whole Continent, A social
survey, undertaken in Panama of all places, but
conducted with great diligence, gave us a
microcosmic picture of Jewish life in the whole
of Latin America, The survey, covering 1961, pro-
duced the following picture of Jewish life in that
country:

There were 1,807 Jews in Panama in 1961—339
families, In this small community there have been
89 mixed marriages where the husband is Jewish
and another 12 where the wife is Jewish. All adult
Jews are bi-lingual and some know several lan-
guages. The number of those who know Yiddish,
Hebrew or both is comparatively small, which is
not surprising considering that most Panamanian
Jews are of the second or third generation,

Internal Migration

There is a constant movement of Jews, an in-
ternal migration, from smaller to larger places,
from the provinces to the metropolitan cities.
There is also an emigration to North America and
to Burope. And there is Aliya to Israel, Both
Aliya, as much as there is of it, and migration to
other Diaspora countries are the result of a sense
of insecurity which is inherent in the history of
the whole Continent and not necessarily a result
of Jewish-Christian relations as such. The entire
Continent of Latin America is in a state of tur-
moil and change, Régimes succeed one another
with bewildering rapidity, Sometimes, even
genuine democratic elections are no remedy, be-
cause there is no universal respect for democracy.

As a result of this sense of insecurity among
Latin American Jews, there is a decreasing Jewish
population in many parts of the Continent. For
example, there were 10,000 Jews in Bolivia in
1945 ; today there are some 1,500, There were
3,000 Jews in Ecuador ; now there are about 800.
The young people tend to leave rather than to
establish themselves in Latin America. So there
are communities composed of the very young and
the middle aged and the old, while the 18-40 age
group is missing.

Anti-Semitic outbursts in Argentina in 1962
were followed by an emigration of 5,000 Jews to
Israel the following year, or thrice the previous
annual average, Incidentally, re.emigration from

ve the Naszi salute
in Buenos Aires

Young Argentinians
at a Pro-Arab ral

Israe] amounted to some 8§ per cent, consisting
most probably of persons who should not have
gone to Israel in the first place. The sense of in-
security is. by the way, not peculiar to Jews alone.
Italians and Spaniards feel it equally keenly.
They, too, leave various countries of the Continent
in appreciable numbers and return to their home-
lands in Europe.

At the same time, there exists in Latin America,
especially in Argentina and Brazil, an intensive
Jewish cultural life and building to house Jewish
institutions goes on all over. Sometimes we think
the buildings are too large and too sumptuous,
but that is another matter.

Anti-Semnitism Grows

Anti-Semitism in Latin America has grown by
leaps and bounds since the war, One of the
reasons is that the Continent has become a hotbed
of Nazi war criminals. Not only Eichmann found
refuge in Latin America ; Bormann, Mengele and
Bohne were also there. Van Leers, Nasser's ad-
viser on Jewish affairs, was in Argentina before he
went to Egypt. There were others, too, The only
German language Nazi journal in the world, Der
Weg, appears in Argentina, Lincoln Rockwell
visited Chile last October, and as a resull there is
now a Nazi among the candidates for the Pre-
sidency. Colin Jordan, according to the Chilean
press, is also to visit Chile, When we complain
to genuinely democratic and friendly governments,
they reply that democracy has to tolerate all kinds
of political opinions, including repulsive ones,

A greater menace, however, than the Nazis is
Arab propaganda. There are more Arabs, or des-
cerdants of Arabs, in Latin America than there
are Jews, and they outnumber Jews in the
countryside, Relations between Jews and Arabs
locally are universally good. But Arab propa-
ganda awakens the nationalistic instincts among
local Arabs and their children, who became agents

10

of violent anti-Jewish propaganda and sentiment.
What is more, there are Arabs among the work-
ing classes and in the trade unions, while almost
all Jews belong to the middle classes. So Arab
propaganda easily percolates through to the
workers and artisans.

Arab propagandists claim they are working
against Israel and not against the Jews, but we
know, of course what their activity entails, Arab
League instructions have been published to the
effect that an effort must be made to ensure that
fewer Jewish names appear in press reports about
the constructive achievements of individuals, and
more about criminals and perpetrators of anti-
social activities, This is the kind of anti-Jewish
propaganda emanating from the Arab States.

Another source of anti-Semitism is to be found
among some Roman Catholics. True, there are
Catholic prelates, as well as priests, who are
friendly to Jews, but they are much less vocal
than the anti-Semites among the clergy, who
preach violent anti-Jewish sermons.

In Search of Life

It is not anti-Semitism, however, that Latin
American Jews really fear, They demonstrated
during the last wave of anti-Semitic disturbances
in Argentina that they can take care of themselves
ana at some stages of the outbreaks it was the
anti-Semitic hoodlums who were afraid to go out
into the streets. The insecurity of Jewish existence
in Latin America stems from the general situation
in the Continent, The hungry masses are on the
move and revolution is afoot. This is a fertile
Continent, rich in soil and natural resources. Yet,
of its 200 million inhabitants some 130 million
live at starvation level. The children of the poor
are born to die, All this is side by side with im-
mense wealth, This is a situation which the masses
will not tolerate much longer and when they move,
the Jews are unlikely to escape the consequences,
although they may be politically uninvolved,

Another problem of the same nature may lie in
the future of the Indians. There are about 30
million of them in Latin America, and in some
countries they comprise 80 per cent of the popu-
lation, and live in grinding poverty, The Indians
still harbour deep resentment for the attempts of
the Spanish Conquistadores to annihilate them 400
years ago. They are the bearers of an ancient
culture and they want to re-assert themselves in
this age of national liberation. When the time is
ripe for the Indians to move, Jewish communi-
ties may well become innocent victims of this
particular revolution. We have too many sad
examples of Jewish communities falling victim to
revolutions not of their own making.

From an address 1o a London meeting sponsored
by the WIC British Section and the Association
of Jewish Writers and Journalists.



On the 75th Birthday of Israel M. Sieff
Grand Seigneur:
Economist, Poet, Pioneer

A, L. EASTERMAN

0 ENTITLE HIM THE GRAND SEIGNEUR OF THE

FAMILY is no descriptive extravagance to
denote the quality of Israel Moses Sieff and his
place in the distinguished House which Simon
Marks and he have founded and has come to
signify the summit of service and integrity in the
world of commerce and in the life of their kins-
folk. Unobtrusively patrician in bearing, but
democratically simple in outlook and attitude,
Israel and Simon have earned for “The Family”
which they head and adorn, universal affectionate
admiration unique in these days,

In this fiercely competitive commercia era,
men of worth and substance come ta public duty
late in life. Their path to achievement is not per-
mitted to be obstructed or diverted by causes or
purposes unrelated to the single-minded aim of
material success, To attain that end, .deals and
idealist causes are scrupulously eschewed. It is
not that, in the pursuit of eminence in the affluent
world of our times, such men are unaware of or
indifferent to appeals to lend their means and
capabilities or to give leadership in remedying
the ills which beset their neighbours or their
people. It is simply that they deem it essential
not to be distracted from the striving towards
their ultimate objective and the pressures it re-
quires, In short, ideals and causes and movements
for the public weal cannot, n their view, be
companion with personal achievement until the
goal is reached.

In the long and troubled story of the Jewish
people, there have been, of course, exceptional
men who have found no difficulty in combining
effective attachment to ideals with the harshly
realistic and the sharply practical workaday
necessities required to create great commercial
enterprise, Especially in our generation, a rare
exhibit even in that limited gallery, is Israel Sieff.
By temperament, education and bent, he is an
intellectual. Scholarship, study, love of philosophy
and the arts are, and have been throughout his
life, his major passion and overriding interest,
These refinements he has brought to bear on all
his endeavours, have moulded his personality and
outlook and shaped his role in developing one
of the world's most successful and renowned
business undertakings.

He has applied simultaneously, and with un-
remitted devotion and energy, his talents in the
Board Room and the Library to the needs and
aspiiations of the Jewish people and beyond it.
From his early youth, as a student at Manchester
University and at the very outset of his career
in the arena of commerce, his intellectual zeal
brought to the surface and accentuated his innate
sense of idealism and public service as the pri-
mary impulse in the broad field of human
endeavour, This conviction brought him to the
feet, as it were, of his teacher and master, Chaim

Weizmann, who opened to him the gates of the
visionary but realistic Zionist Movement for the
restoration to the Jewish people of their ancestral
national home in the Land of Israel,

He has not swerved from his early loyalty to
that ideal and has played a superb and con-
spicuous part in its advancement to reality, This
generation which has garnered the fruits of such
rich seed as Israel Sieff has sown in a Jong life-
time of duty and effort in the cause of the Jewish
State, will not, I hope, deem me immodest if I
quote what I wrote of him with sincerity as far
back as 1936, when I had the privilege of his
personal and official friendship in a far less in-
timate way than I now have: “Few men have
wrought so zealously, served so assiduously and
accomplished so magnificently as this young son
of provincial English Jewry, rich as has been its
product of fine servants of Jewry and the Jewish
cause in this generation”.

The long years that have passed since then have
not only confirmed the truth of these words, but
have added immeasurably to it, In the contem-
porary Jewish world, few men have merited more
generous recognition or higher respect for a signi-
ficant and memorable contribution to the dignity,
the well-being, and the secure¢ survival of the
people whose ancient faith he cherishes as the
fundamental] guide for human conduct and whose
traditions he passionately upholds as the root
source of inspiration for a civilised society.

Shrewd Judgment and Counsel

It is not only that Tsrael Sieff, upon whom,
happily, fortune has smiled and bestowed its
bounty, has given munificently of his substance to
enhance the progress and stability of the modern
Jewish State and to advance a multitude of Jew-
ish causes. He has enriched Jewish life with the
refinement of a cultured mind and a warm philo-
sophy of living. He has always been, as he still
vigorously is, the teacher whose words are
modestly eloquent and noble in theme. He speaks
with forceful authority but does not preach or
admonish, and he never fails to reach the heart as
well as the mind of his hearers. At the same time
he brings shrewd judgment and surely-based coun-
sel to the solution of practical problems,

Nor has Israel Sieff restricted or confined his
ideals and public duties to the advancement of
the interests of his own people. His abilities and
activities have been disinterestedly applied to the
common weal in many spheres outside those of
his own Jewish community, He has served most
notably in his advocacy of scientific exploration
into economic methods and organisations to im-
prove and modernise industry and commerce and,
thereby, to secure better productivity and a higher
general standard of living, He has pioneered and
led new movements and institutions for economic
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Israel M. Sieff

research the results of which, achieved without
fuss or drum-beating, have gained for him the
respect and admiration of the select body of
high-ranking financiers, industrialists, trade
unionists and civil servants charged with respon-
sibility for directing the economic development
of Great Britain, and for finding “the acid test
for the solution of economic problems through
practical investigation and without doctrinaire
bias”, As the author of this powerful definition
of an all-important national function, Israel Sieff
gives some indication of the range and quality
of his talents,

What I have written is not an essay in eulogy
but an attempt to appraise the man in terms of
his attitudes and work in the realm of the ideas
and problems affecting the human condition in a
world of accelerating change and all too-frequent
conflict. Israel Sieff’s manner and method of
assessing the issues which affect the life and liv-
ing of his fellow men and fellow Jews derive from
his character and the expression of his person-
ality,. However strongly held his convictions and
his principles, he is always benign and gentle in
asserting them, His courageously forthright advo-
cacy of a cause s an amalgam of sincerity, charm
and good-natured humour which invariably evoke
sympathy, understanding and approval for his
quietly-spoken but eloquent pleading, He 15 that
rare type of leader in Jewry whose followers—
and they are legion—give him devotion and affec-
tion as well as allegiance; in return, he gives
them endearing geniality and warm-hearted
friendship.

In calling him Israel Moses, his parents had a
sure insight of the destiny of their first-born son,
for, on the one hand, these names denote abiding
faith in the indestructible Jewish nation and, on
the other, the vision and wisdom through which
it should be delivered from affliction and guided
towards righteousness, The House of Isiael is all
the richer for having been endowed with the gift
of Israel M. Sieff, idealist Jew, practical English-
man, economist, poet and pioneer.



PEOPLE AND EVENTS

Tribute to Nehemiah Robinson

Spain and Israel e

e ’

Literary Requiem

Fittingly dignified tribute to the late Dr. Nehe-
miah Robinson, Director of WIC’s Institute of
Jewish Affairs, is paid in a handsome memorial
brochure produced by the American Section of
WIC and edited by its Executive Director, Monty
Jacobs, who contributes a warm preface.

Here are the tributes paid at Dr, Robinson’s
graveside by Dr. Maurice L. Perlzweig, of WIC,
and Mr. Moses A. Leavitt, Treasurer of the
Claims Conference, as well as messages from Pre-
sident Zalman Shazar and Prime Minister Levi
Eshkol of Israel, the Federal German Foreign and
Finance Ministers, and Jewish organisations and
leaders throughout the world,

Of particular significance are the tributes to
Dr. Robinson’s efforts to bring Nazi eriminals to
trial from the Chief Prosecutor in Ludwigsburg
and his colleagues in Cologne, Dortmund, Hamm
and Stuttgart,

Dr. Robinson himself contributed his last writ-
ing on behalf of the cause that was so dear to
him and in the service of which he died: a pene-
trating analysis of the salient events in world
Jewish life during 1963 in which he dealt with
the Vatican Council, the United Nations, the in-
ternational Nazi-Fascist conspiracy, and condi-
tions in North Africa and in the Soviet Union.

Yugoslav Anniversary

The Jewish Review of Belgrade, organ of the
Yugoslav Jewish Community, has just celebrated
its fifteenth anniversary, This is a respectable age
for any Jewish journal in the Diaspora; it is a
remarkable achievement when one remembers the
losses of Yugoslay Jewry during the war, and
the problems of rehabilitation.

With the help of my Russian | can just make
out what is said in Serbian, and with the addi-
tional help of an English summary, kindly pro-
vided by the editors, I am a faithful reader of
this journal,

It is, of course, technically austere, but printed
well enough. Much more important, it has the
scope of a Jewish journal of metropolitan stand-
ing: news of Israel, reports on Jewish communi-
ties all over the globe, Jewish cultural problems,
and all the local news.

The Jewish Community of Yugoslavia is affilia-
ted to WIC, and the recent meeting of the Com-
munity’s General Committee sent greetings to Con-
gress, Coming from the only country in Eastern
Europe where Congress has a fully-fledged affi-
liate, it is doubly welcome.

In this connection one records with deep sorrow
the death of Dr. Albert Vajs, leader of Yugoslav
Jewry, a great jurist, a great Yugoslav patriot and
a great Jew. As a friend and companion he had
few peers ; we shall miss him badly.

Philosopher and Sage

Prof. Ramén Pidal, greatest living authority on
the Spanish language, a philosopher and sage, re-
vered both in Spain and all over Latin America,
recently paid a ten-day visit to Israel. This would
in itself be a matter of interest, because there are
no diplomatic relations between Spain and Israel.

Nevertheless. the greatest living Spaniard has
paid his own personal respects to the Jewish State,
This journey is even more remarkable in view of
the fact that Ramon Menendez Pidal is 95,

Mare Turkow, the secretary of the Latin Ameri-
can Executive of WJC, visited Pidal at his home in
Madrid, and describes the visit in an article in
the Yiddishe Zeitung of Buenos Aires. (My picture
shows Prof. Pidal (centre), with Turkow (left)
and Max Mazin, President of the Madrid Jewish
community.)

Pidal still leads a physically active life in spite
of his advancing years. He writes and lectures :
he is full of fun, “They always torture me and
never send even a print,” he complained about
the press photographers. Pidal is an expert on
Jewish affairs, In Israel he said: Spanish and
Hebrew cultures met on the crossroads of history
and the old friendship must be revived,

As East Views West

A long article by Aaron Vergelis, the editor-in-
chief of Sovietish Heimland, on contemporary
Jewish writing, printed in the current issue of his
journal, is extremely revealing, Tt enables Western
Jews to understand better the mental processes of
contemporary Soviet Jews,

Vergelis, a true Communist and a loyal and
devoted son of the Soviet Union, is nevertheless
determined to assert his Jewishness and the part-
nership of Soviet Jews in Jewish creative writing.
No Jew in the West would deny this claim, But
when Vergelis is wrong in his strictures, we are
entitled to tell him that. He keeps on preaching at
us Western Jews all the time; I am sure he can
take it when we tell him occasionally that he is
lamentably wrong.

Aaron Vergelis has a habit of applying the
Soviet vardstick to everybody and assuming that
every scribeé is an official spokesman, Also, he
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East Views West

invariably ascribes the lowest of motives to
Woestern Jewish writers, both Yiddish and Hebrew.
Jacob Leschtschinsky, the famous statistician and
sociologist, is a hopeless reactionary because he
argues that there is a unity of fate affecting all
Jews, rich and poor, religious and agnostic. Actu-
ally, Leschtschinsky has a very acute social con-
science and is a very progressive writer. But he
does say that anti-Semitism is not confined to one
type of society. This does not suit Vergelis, what
with the recent anti-Semitic outbreaks in Soviet
Russia,

Vergelis says that not enough is written by
Jewish writers about the “handicaps of the Israeli
Arabs” and the “treatment of Yemenites as second
class people”.

Actually, there is already a whole literature on
both these subjects, Ben-Gurion himself has taken
a hand in it at various times. Perhaps the most
powerful denunciation of the “two nations” in
Israel has come from his pen.

Vergelis does not classify writers according to
their talent; he classifies them into Socialist-
Realists and Others. On this point he ought to
consult another true Communist and loyal son
of Soviet Russia by name of Ilya Ehrenburg. Ilya
Davidoviteh has pointed out that some Socialist-
Realists are hack writers simply because the Good
God has not given them any talent, And the same
goes for Capitalist-Imperialists, Some of them are
hack writers for the same reason.

Yet, reading Vergelis, who obviously speaks for
many Soviet-Jewish intellectuals, one feels that
we could get somewhere if only we had a chance
to communicate with each other, Speaking for
myself, 1 find I have a large area of agreement
with Vergelis. He likes the Hebrew writers Agnon,
Shlosky, Yehuda Burla and Nathan Alterman. So
do I. This is a fair start, . . .

Lusty Infant

Magazines of ideas are a commodity in short
supply nowadays and it takes courage and
patience to break the ice and keep going when
too many people prefer to watch television rather
than submit themselves to the discipline of print.

Mr, Sabby Sagall, the young editor of "Views",
deserves hearty congratulations on successfully
weaning his young quarterly from its birth into
its second year. The Spring issue, which I have
just seen, carries a profound intellectual evalua-
tion of Hannah Arendt's book on Eichmann by
wo members of the faculty of Hull University,
Robert E. Dowse and J. Benewick, The Summer
number, I am told, will continue (and conclude)
Maurice Orbach’s provocative and disquieting
analysis of “Anti-Semitism in Britain”. based on a
special report prepared for WIC,

CurMus



The Work of HIAS Continues

Immigrant’s Friend

RICHARD COHEN

T IS TYPICAL OF THE UNIQUE AMERICAN

ORGANIZATION KNOWN AS UNITED HIAS SERVICE
that at its eightieth anniversary meeting in New
York in March the 1,000 delegates wasted no
time reviewing the agency’s accomplishments over
nearly three generations but instead looked ahead
to new opportunities to help prospective im-
migrants to the United States, Canada, Latin
America and Australia,

The main item of the meeting was an appeal
to the U.S. Congress to pass pending legislation
that would drastically revise the present national
origins quota system, under which immigrants are
admitted on the basis of a percentage of the in-
habitants in the U.S. in 1920 from each nation.

Having expressed the necessary generous senti-
ments, the delegates then got down to the prac-
tical tasks of speeding Jewish immigration for
which United Hias has earned its reputation.
Changes in the quota allocations, the resolution
urged, would “be of practical help to many
thousands of our co-religionists who are waiting
in various countries to join relatives in the U.S.

Countries of Refuge

In its task of helping Jewish immigrants join
their relatives in the United States and other
countries of refuge around the world (excepting
Israel), United Hias Service has compiled a
unique record of achievement. Since its founding
in 1884 as the Hebrew Shelter in New York, the
agency now known as United Hias Service has
extended its hand and provided haven for some
three million Jewish survivors of pogroms, banish.-
ment, war and revolution. There is, in fact, hardly
an American Jewish family today whose parents
or grand-parents were not helped in one way or
another by United Hias or its predecessor organi-
sations on first arriving in the United States

The Hebrew Shelter of 1884 changed its name
to the Hebrew Sheltering and Immigrant Aid
Society (HIAS) when it became apparent that
one shelter would not suffice for the shiploads of
Jewish families arriving in a steady stream at
Ellis Island from poverty and persecution in
Czarist Russia and other East European countries.

During the single decade from 1900 to 1910,
nearly one million Jewish immigrants reached the
shores of “‘golden America”, For almost all of
them, HIAS provided one or more of its ser-
vices: loans for passage money; representation
for those whose papers were missing or otherwise
incomplete ; food and shelter for the first days of
their stay; transportation to waiting friends or
relatives in the hinterland ; advice on employment
opportunities ; help in naturalisation and other
aid. For Jews of all ages and all nationalities,
HIAS was part of the family; often, it was the
only family an immigrant had.

The end of World War I was followed by a
sharp reduction in the flow of Jewish immigrants

HIAS-aided immigrants reach * Golden America™

to the United States, the result of the first Quota
Immigration Law, which established specific
limitations on the number of immigrants, Adoption
of the national origins quota system in 1924
established fixed annual totals for immigration
from various countries of Europe to the United
States ;: since the national quotas were based on
the percentage of Americans from each nation,
Britain (from which the largest number of Ameri-
cans trace their origin) was given the highest
quotas ; Eastern European countries were given
far smaller ones. Thus, the national origins quota
system, still in existence today, permits 65.361
British nationals to immigrate to the US. each
year ; this quota has never been filled. The annual
Rumanian quota is 289; it has been over-
subscribed ever since the law was passed.

Appeals to Congress

HIAS never hesitated to criticise American im-
migration laws; many of the special legislative
acts permitting displaced persons and refugees to
enter the LIS, as non-quota immigrants or under
unused quotas of other countries were the result
of representations made, bills drafted, appeals to
Congress by United HIAS leaders.

While HIAS continued its operations during the
Hitler decade of the 1930s, it became necessary
to establish a special United States resettlement
agency that would help find homes and jobs for
the new arrivals in communities throughout the
country, This organisation was the National
Refugee Service, later named the United Service
for New Americans (USNA), In 1945, the Joint
Distribution Committee’s overseas migration ser-
vices were established to handle Jewish emigration
to the Western hemisphere, as well as to Palestine,

During World War Il and for nearly a decade
thereafter, USNA worked closely with JDC in
resettling thousands of Jews in flight from Nazi
persecution, When the holocaust ended and the
suryivors of Nazi death camps began their search
for a new life, the three agencies—HIAS, 1DC
and USNA-—began the immense task of re-
uniting families and finding new homes for them.
Most went to Israel, but 100,000 found haven in
America during the decade after the war.

By 1954 it became apparent that the interests
of Jewish immigrants could best be served by one
agency instead of three separate services. Con-
sequently, on August 24, 1954 the migration ser-
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vices of IDC were merged with HIAS and USNA
into the present combined operation known as
United Hias Service,

The merger eliminated overlapping and duplica-
tion, put an end to competing representations to
governmental and intergovernmental agencies all
over the world, and gave American Jewry the
opportunity to speak with one voice and act with
one authority on all matters affecting immigration,
It also streamlined the Jewish community's pre-
paredness for a series of shocks which resulted
in some of the most complex resettlement prob-
lems of the century,

Hungarian Rising

First came the uprising in Hungary in 1956
and the mass flight of thousands of Jews across
barbed wire to the safety of Vienna; next the
exodus from Egypt after Suez in 1956-1957;
followed by the Algerian revolution and a mass
movement which saw all but a handful of the
country’s 130,000 Jewish residents flee the coun-
try. In quick succession came Morocco, Cuba, the
Belgian Congo, Wherever national upheaval oc-
curred and Jews took flight, United Hias Service
was ready to serve those thousands of families
who chose a haven other than Israel.

In 1963, United Hias Service helped nearly
10,000 persons in their resettlement to and
integration in the United States, Latin America
(chiefly Brazil), Canada, Australia and other
countries, Of these, 5,100 were assisted in their
departure and resettlement; 2,800 were aliens
living in the U.S. for whom the agency provided
protective services covering naturalisation and
adjustment of status; and 1,500 were persons
helped by the agency's location service in finding
their families scattered throughout the world.

The business of migration has come a long way
in the eighty years since the Hebrew Shelter was
opened in New York's Lower East Side. From
its worldwide headquarters in New York go the
instructions and directives that set the policy for
operations in Geneva, Rio de Janeiro and Hong
Kong, where United Hias has offices, In addi-
tion, some 350 individual Jewish communities in
forty countries around the Western world have
been formed into a network to help rescue, re-
ceive and resettle the migrants for whom United
Hias provides its life-line of help.



“The only common language between Soviet Jews and Jews elsewhere”

The Frontiers of Yiddish

WITH the loss of Eastern-European Jewry,
the fountainhead of Yiddish and Yiddish-
keit, which includes culture, tradition and folk-
lore, ceased to flow. Then came another heavy
tlow: some of the finest Yiddish poets and
novelists were liquidated in the Stalin era.

What is left of creative Yiddish? And how many
Jews still know sufficient Yiddish to enjoy its
pleasures?

There is still a moderate output of Yiddish
writing in several countries, In 1962, the last year
for which figures are available, there were 164
Yiddish books published throughout the world,
with an average print of 1,500 copies, Of them, 55
appeared in Israel, 41 ‘n the Unite] States and 38
in Argentina, It is perhaps paradoxical that Israel
should top the list, But the Jewish State has
gathered in not only the orphaiis of the European
storm but also the remnants of their culture
which was largely Yiddish culture, It is significant,
too, that out of these publications some fifty are
memoirs and autobiographies.

Daily Newspapers

However, there are still daily newspapers in
Yiddish in Israel, the United States, Canada and
Argentina. And while the dailies are not of a
high standard, even Yiddishwise—Iet alone in con-
tents and style of production—Yiddish may still
be proud of such high class literary publications as
Di Goldene Keir (The Golden Chain) in Tel-Aviv
(edited by the famous poet Abraham Sutzkever, a
survivor of the Ghetto of Wilno); Davke (In Spite
of Everything) in Buenos Aires; and Die Zukunft
(The Future), in New York, These are publica-
tions which any language and literature would
justly treasure. Again, there is the maga-
zine, Sovietish Heimland (Soviet Homeland) in
Moscow, u fine publication—at least as far as
its Yiddish is concerned.

But what about readers of Yiddish? Figures
available are only estimates, and those of various
experts considerably vary. Theire are difficulties in
the way of obtaining accurate figures, Not all
countries inquire about mother tongue in their
census questionnaires, In most countries it is taken
for granted that the national language is the
mother tongue of the population as a whole.

Yet, there are hundreds of thousands of Jews
who still use Yiddish as their daily vernacular,
and who have no other intimate language. On
the other hand, there are very few indeed who
are familiar only with Yiddish. Furthermore we
have no yardstick for measuring the level of the
Yiddish knowledge. Does a Sabra who picked up
some Yiddish from his grandmother count as
one who really knows Yiddish? Does a New
York Jew, who knows some *“synagogue Yid-
dish” and some “culinary Yiddish" count as one?
Where is the actual borderline?

S. J. GOLDSMITH

From facts and figures available I would say
that there are now about one million Jews in the
world who know the language really well, the
way a literate Englishman, say, knows English.
There are about another two million who know
Yiddish well enough to be able to understand a
play, conduct a conversation of a simple nature
and perhaps read a popular newspaper.

They may be assumed to understand basic Yid-
dish, But there are other millions of Jews who
love Yiddish and treat it as a sentimental journey,
to be indulged in occasionally, like visiting the
cemetery on Tisha B'Av. Yiddish to them is not so
much a language as the Old Home,

There are no Yiddish schools left worth their
name. Some still carry on through the upper
grades and gradually switch to Hebrew, Here we
come up against the major difliculty in efforts
to preserve Yiddish, lately participated in by
some strange company, who were never deeply
interested in Yiddish when it was flourishing:
they simply make the sentimental journey, . . .

Bi-lingualism and cultural pluralism have come
to stay. It is now generally accepted that any
person can become completely bilingual and bi-
cultural, provided they learn to speak both langu-
ages from an early age.

Bilingual Schools

The traditionally bilingual countries—Belgium,
Canada, Switzerland— are no longer unique. A
number of new countries have established bi-
lingual schools, because the native language is in-
adequate as a medium of general communication,
and the native culture is not developed enough to
satisfy educated persons.

Jews have always been bilingual by force of
circumstances, and the idea of a bilingual educa-
tion for Jewish children in the Diaspora is now
generally accepted, But the second language is
invariably Hebrew, for obvious reasons, There
are few Yiddishists who would now advocate
Yiddish as the second langunage, Some forlorn
Bundists, perhaps, But where would they find
parents to take their advice? So it is Hebrew.

There is no need to dwell at length on the con-
sequences for Yiddish. It remains part of the
consciousness of a modern Jew, but is no longer
his language. His personality may include ele-
ments of Yiddishkeit, but this is different from
the use of Yiddish as a daily vernacular.

However, there is the other side of the picture.
There are the above-mentioned excellent journals ;
there are some readable books occasionally writ-
ten; there is a very fine Yiddish theatre in War-
saw, though the Yiddish theatre in the West is in
a lamentable state,

Again, Yiddish is taught at the Hebrew Univer-
sity and at some American and European Uni-
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versities. And some half-million Soviet Jews cited
Yiddish as their mother tongue during the last
census,

This is important, as it indicates a practical use
for Yiddish even in this day and age: it still
remains the only common language between
Soviet Jews and Jews elsewhere. Politics apart, we
are nowadays encouraged by both sides to foster
East-West cultural relations. Marxist and non-
Marxist Jews may quite properly communicate
—and they can do it generally only in Yiddish.
They do not have to depend on interpreters—which
is not an ideal situation for cultural exchanges—as
long as they know Yiddish. Indeed, when Menu-
hin and Oistrakh rehearsed in London for a joint
concert—they spoke Yiddish. It appears that the
Israelis do better than other Jews when it comes
to speaking Yiddish with Diaspora Jews, This is
5o because people who know Hebrew pick up
Yiddish more easily; and also because people
who live twenty-four hours a day in a Jewish at-
mosphere are bound to have a sub-conscious
accumulation of Yiddish—like vague and long-
forgotten tunes which come surging from the re-
cesses of the memory in emotional moments.

Literary Giants

And there is Yiddish literature, a treasurchouse
covering the literary efforts of hundreds of
writers over a period of some three centuries,
with a score of literary giants and a golden age
between the eighties of the last century and the
forties of this. Writers like Mendele, Peretz,
Sholem Aleichem, Shneur, I. ], Singer, Sholem
Asch would justify the learning of a language in
order to read them in the original, Is all this to
be written off? Inconceivable,

On the other hand, one New York Yiddish
daily, the Forwarts (Forward), which celebrated
recently its sixtieth anniversary, and another one,
The Tog-Morgen Journal (Day-Morning Journal),
which celebrated its fiftieth birthday in February,
are both losing readers all the time. An old Yid-
dish editor, on seeing a Jewish funeral, remarked
sadly: “Here goes another one of my precious
readers” | . . At the same time a comprehensive
Yiddish dictionary is in preparation, and its first
volume has already been published.

This see-saw argument can go on indefinitely. In
fact, it was reflected in the recent symposium on
“Yiddish in Our Days"”, organised—for the third
year running—by the French Section of the
WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS, It was a remarkable
achievement, in that it attracted unexpected parti-
cipants: professors of philosophy at the Sorbonne,
noted scientists, well-known writers in other langu-
ages, successful theatrical producers—all deliver-
ing papers and taking part in discussions in a fine
Yiddish. But the youngest of us was in his forties.



BOOKS IN REVIEW

GERMANY : LESSONS OF HISTORY

FROM WEIMAR TO HITLER

Germany 1918-1945. By
Batsford, London. 21s;

Richard Grunberger.

It is startling but nevertheless a fact that there
are hundreds of thousands of youngsters in the
higher classes of the world’s schools today who
know all the facts about the Holy Roman Empire
but nothing about the Weimar Republic, who can
recite the details of the life, death and career of
Julius Caesar but know little or even nothing of
Adolf Hitler.

Just a few years their senior are young men
and women in government, both local and
national, in science and in the professions who
were not born when Hitler seized power and who
were playing with bricks and plasticine when the
Second World War came to an end. If they know
anything of concentration camps, “doodle-bugs”
and D-day, it is from the fading recollections of
their parents, from the romanticised and some-
times deliberately perverted pages of war novels
or from the hokum of a Hollywood epic.

Where a modern history master, against the
grain of the educational tradition, feels an obliga-
tion to send his charges out into the world with
some feeling of the background and history of
their own century, he must fall back upon the
vague and sometimes inaccurate promptings of his
memory, “refreshed” by the yellowing pages of old
newspapers.

Yawning Chasm

It is to bridge the yawning chasm in the elemen-
tary documentation of the most significant period
in modern history that Richard Grunberger has
written “Germany 1918-1945", It is a purposeful
work, one of concise and uncluttered scholarship,
remarkable not only for its detail but also for its
breadth of vision.

By taking 1918 and not 1933 as his starting
point, the author has been able to draw in full
outline the conditions which made it possible for
Hitler to become Chancellor, to launch the world
upon the path to near suicide and to encompass
his own destruction.

It is impossible to find fault with either Mr.
Grunberger's facts or conchlusions and, if the early
chapters are somewhat pedestrian and, perhaps for
their intended audience hard going, the narrative
soon calches fire and even the reader familiar
with the history of the period finds himself car-
ried along by the author’s grasp of his subject,

Now that the means exist for teaching the his-
tory of a vital period in contemporary European
history, one which even today models the face of
our world, is it too much to hope that it will be
promptly seized?

GeorrFrey D, Paui

Die Verfulgung nationalsozialistischer Straftaten
in der Bundesrepublik. (The prosecution of
National-Socialist crimes in the Federal
Republic.) Published by the Press and
Information Office of the German Federal
Republic, Bonn.

While publicity is prominently concentrated on
a few sensational trials, the day-to-day working of
criminal justice gets too scant attention. This
general experience also applies to the legal pro-
ceedings in which the sordid details of the “solu-
tion of the Jewish question™ are at least partly
unravelled. The role played in this connection by
the German Central Agency for the Investigation
of Nazi Crimes deserves to be better known and
appreciated.

The pamphlet under review contains a reprint
of an article by the Head of the Agency, Herr
Erwin Schuele. He gives an instructive survey of
the scope and the activities of his Office which
deals with the difficult and unpopular job of trac-
ing Nazi criminals and of establishing the facts
for bringing them to justice. Herr Schuele has
succeeded in maintaining effective co-operation
with Allied institutions and Jewish organisations
able to provide him with relevant information.

The problem of collective moral responsibility
for Nazi crimes is raised in a searching essay by
Herr Edwin Wilkins, a leading official of the Pro-
testant Church, who has the courage to declare :
“Those citizens also who did not themselves par-
ticipate in the crimes and who did not even know
of them, bear a share of the guilt because of their
indolence during the perversion of all the moral
yardsticks and legal principles of our people.”

This is an unpalatable truth; it is to be hoped
that the authorities will see that it is taken note
of and digested by the average German whose
conscience does not seem to be pricked by the
revelations of barbarous Nazi crimes—acts so
shameful to an allegedly highly civilised nation.

F. L. BRASSLOFF

AFTER DEFEAT

After Hitler Germany, 1946-1963. Vallentine.
Mitchell for the Wiener Library, (Catalogue
Series No. 4.) London. 42s.

Modern history, at least for the better part of
this century, has often revolved around Germany.
But for Jews, Germany has become an ominous
phenomenon and for generations to come, Jews
will not be able to escape all that Germany has
come to mean for them. Germany, too, is one of
those peculiar countries that in this century have
undergone many fundamental changes, both in
the physical and in the political sense.

It is curious to observe that as Germany's Nazi
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past recedes in the memory of many at the same
time how many others devote an enormous
amount of time, effort and money to study and
to publish the results of their researches into that
blackest chapter of European history.

Once again, the Wiener Library comes to the
aid of those examining an important chapter of
modern European history: Germany since the
defeat of Hitler.

The present bibliography is an invaluable
handbook for those interested in the emergence
of the Federal German Republic and the German
Democratic Republic from a defeated and
devastated Third Reich.

The books listed cover such important sub-
jects as war time plans for Germany; the period
of ocecupation; the problem of Berlin; restitution
and compensation; the politics, economics,
government and social life of both West and East
Germany; the vexing problem of expellees and
refugees; rearmament and, last but not least, the
condition of the Jews in post-war Germany.

Regular users of the Wiener Library will find
this catalogue (the fourth in a series) an extremely
useful guide. For those who wish to embark upon
studies relating to Germany since the end of the
war, this will prove to be an admirable guide.

ErizasetH E. EPPLER

FRENCH JEWRY TODAY

Anatomie du Judaisme Frangais, By Rabi. Les
Editions du Minuit, Paris. NF 18.

Ever since Elie Halévy propounded his famous
theory of the acceleration of history, historians
have been trying to catch up with the ever-grow-
ing tempo of recorded events. Bewildered and
confused, we seem to have more history than is
good for us, and we must be grateful for books
that not merely record, explain and interpret
events which still make headlines in newspapers,
but—even more ambitiously—clarify the inner
workings of the historical processes by dissecting
the living organism of the social, economic or
political body.,

Rabi, a distinguished French writer and journalist,
presents us with an excellent specimen of history
caught in flagranti, With great lucidity and pas-
sion, he gives us a vivid picture of French Jewry,
its present-day position, its inner structure and its
prospects for the future, From a sociological and
historical point of view, the Jewry of France is
certainly the most interesting in Europe. With an
influx of North Africans, it numbers now over
half a million people, almost equally divided
between Sephardic and Ashkenazic elements, It
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has behind it a long and chequered history, of
greatness, decline and revival. Many a time it
seemed to hover on the brink of total disintegra-
tion but at each moment of crisis it displayed a
remarkable resilience and genius for self-renewal.

Anatomie du Judaisme Frangais is divided into
two parts: the first gives a succinct summary of
the history of French Jewry since the revolution
and until the end of the second world war; the
second deals with contemporary problems and
current issues.

“In spite of my desire to be objective,” writes
Rabi in his preface, “l could not always restrain
my passion which T brought into this study. 1
hope it will be of service to what I believe to be
the truth.” Indeed, Rabi's passion permeates the
book, even when writing about issues and per-
sonalities of the past, as for example Abbé Gre-
goire, the spiritual father of the Jewish emanci-
pation of 1791, who—as Rabi convincingly asserts
—was prompted not so much by humanitarian as
by missionary zeal.

Rabi believes wholeheartedly in the future of
French Jewry, which since 1791 has been con-
stantly changing, adapting itself to new circum-
stances, displaying a remarkable capacity for
action, an unquenched optimism, a power of ima-
gination and an enthusiasm for new values.

Of special interest is Chapter VIII which ex-
plains in detail the diverse structure of contem-
porary French Jewry. There is a sympathetic
account of the rdle of the French Section of WIC
and of the many organisations and institutions
constituting the mosaic of the contemporary Jewish
world, The chapters on Judeo-Christian relations
and on anti-Semitism go beyond a strictly French
Jewish purview and show quite conclusively that
the fate of Jewry is indivisible.

Paur GLIKSON

RUSSIAN JOURNEY

Journey Into Russin, By Laurens van der Post.
Hogarth Press. London. 30s.

As always, Mr. van der Post is a brilliantly
perceptive writer, but on this occasion his oppor-
tunities of coming to grips with Russia and the
Russians were limited by travel restrictions, the
vigilance of his Intourist interpreters and guides,
and the shortness of his stay.

The result is a stylishly written travelogue (with
occasional, and perhaps dispensable, philosophical
asides) necatly tailored to the editorial require-
ments of his patrons, Holiday Magazine of Phila-
delphia. Mr. van der Post writes with feeling
about the continuing presence of anti-Semitism in
the Soviet Union and the ugly business of using
the Jews as scapegoats for economic failures of
the régime. But he appears, in fact, to have talked
to few Jews or if he did, they are not recognisable
as such. ILW.

Origins of The Bene Israel

A Treatise on the Origin and Early History of
the Bene-Israel of Maharashtra State. By
Shellim Samuel. Iver and Iver Private Ltd.
Bombay. Rs. 5.50.

The Bene Israel—the largest Indian-Jewish
community—find themselves in a special position
in relation to other Jews. They are a part of
Jewry; but, having been isolated for centuries
from the mam stream of Jewish life and
influenced by a social system not usually asso-
ciated with Judaism, neither they nor their co-
religionists have been able to rid themselves of
the impression that Bene Israel do not belong in
quite the same way as do other Jews—an impres-
sion supported by the recent controversy about
their acceptability by other Jews for marriage.

The more heated the controversy, the stronger
their insistence that they stem from the stock of
Abraham—that they are descendants of members
of the Ten Tribes who found their way from the
Holy Land to India in the Second Century B.C.E.
Mr. Samuel now antedates the departure of his
community from the Holy Land by over half a
millennium. He suggests that his ancestors who
apparently belonged to the tribes of Asher and
Zebulun and were consequently in a position to
control the sea-routes from Elath, had the fore-
sight to recognise the hopelessness of their poli-
tical plight about a decade before the fall of
Samaria (Eighth Century B.C.E.) and set sai] for
Ophir in India. Nor, the author argues, is this at
all surprising. For was not Ophir the main source
of ancient Israel’s wealth, and where could Ophir
have been but in India? It was “the only possible
safe refuge” these people could envisage.

Impossible Task

Mr. Samuel, has put a great deal of effort into
the task of establishing the exact origin of his
community. T think he has failed—not, I hasten
to add, becauss of lack of learning but because
he has undertaken an impossible task. The older
view, namely that advanced by the Gazetreer of
the Bombay Presidency, to the effect that the
Bene Israel came to India from an Arab country
in the middle of the first millennium CE., still
sounds more plausible.

In contrast to the belief held by many Bene
Israel that David Rahabi, the religious guide of
the community, was the brother of Maimonides,
the author accepts the much likelier view that
Rahabi hailed from nearby Cochin, Mr. Samuel
suggests that the Cochin Jews having heard of
the existence of the Bene Israel and aware of
their need for religious instruction, sent Rahabi
as an instructor. There is in fact evidence that
David Ezekiel Rahabi, a member of a famous
Cochin-Jewish family, went to western India in
the middle of the 18th century in the course of his
work for the Dutch East India Company where
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Ceremonial Haircut:
Bene Israel boy submits to the barber

he encountered the Bene Israel and revived the
Judaism he found existent among them,

But was Rahabi really the first Cochin Jew to
visit the Bene Israel? The Cochin Jews had
considerable contact with many small, obscure
Jewish communities in far-away places, and it is
difficult to believe that they were unaware of the
existence of the Bene Israel who lived on the
same coast as themselves. Indeed, there is reason
to believe that the Bene Israel were never quite
as isolated from their co-religionists (nor as
ignorant of Hebrew) as their historical memories
tend to suggest.

The author whose educational and professional
attainments take up twelve closely printed lines
on the title page clearly knows a tremendous
amount about India and his community. I am
looking forward to his second book on the Bene
Israel in medieval and modermn times—periods
about which more is known so that his great
learning and ability can be put to less specula-
tive and more authoritative use.

SCHIFRA STRIZOWER

A LIBERAL VOICE

Recollected in  Tranquillity. By Sir Andrew
McFadyean. Pall Mall Press. London. 42s

Sir Andrew McFadyean belongs to the grand
tradition of British personalities who have been
moved by the injustice done to the Jewish people
by Western Society. He discusses the Jewish aspi-
rations for a National Home, the contradictions
in the Balfour Declaration and the justice of
Israel’'s case in relation to the Arab Refugee
problem in a direct and courageous fashion.

His description, too, of what he witnessed in
Germany between two World Wars and his horror
at the Nazi treatment of Jews shows a depth of
feeling in contrast with his apparently dour Scots
background.

JLH.B.



UNSYMPATHETIC PEOPLE

Jericho Sleep Alone. By Chaim Bermant. Chap-
man and Hall. London. 18s.

Where The Sun Never Sets. By Jerome Weidman.
Heinemann. London, 21s.

How Much ? By Burt Blechman. Eyre & Spottis-
woode. London, 12s. 6d.

The Incomparable Atuk. By Mordecai Richler,
André Deutsch, London. 16s.

1f I am not completely wrong, the British and
American reading public are becoming increas-
ingly bored by novels and short stories written
by Jews about unpleasant Jews and other unsym-
pathetic people. Publishers might profitably
declare an early moratorium before the declining
market catches them out.

Some of the writers reviewed here have an
undeniable flair for words and it is a pity their
talents are so ill directed. For example, Chaim
Bermant's first novel which describes the adoles-
cent pangs of a middle-class Glaswegian Jew,
shows occasional flashes of a happy wit (which
too frequently degenerates into facetiousness), but
his anti-hero, who could be called Unlucky
Jericho, is a bore at heart.

Jerome Weidmann, who has never lived up to
the promise of “I Can Get It For You Whole-
sale”, disperses his talents among a collection of
oddities. Problem people, 1 suppose, including a
prosperous American Jew who gets off a train
before his destination to avoid the anti-Semitic
attentions of a couple of army officers,

In How Much?, Burt Blechman savagely
lampoons New York [uftmenschen, geriatrists
and compulsive buyers in a style over-reminiscent
of Nathanael West, This is a morality tale vitiated
by excessive caricature. Perhaps, when he has
sweated out some of his hates and phobias, Mr.
Blechman will write an important novel, The
makings are there.

As for Mordecai Richler’s latest—a tired satire
about Canadian pop culture, the less said the
better. His original self-hate appears now to have
been extended to the whole human race.

LW,

West Virginian Jewry: Origins and History 1850-
1958. By Abraham I. Shinedling. Jacobs,
Philadelphia. $20.00.

West Virginia, formerly part of Virginia, has
been a separate state since 1863, The first Jewish
congregation was established in Wheeling in 1849.
According to the latest statistics, there are 4,930
Jews in the state. The author has collected vital
data regarding present and past congregations,
societies and organisations. He also includes many
Jewish family histories.

1F,

DICTIONARY DEFECTS

The Britannica World Language Edition of the
Shorter Oxford English Dictionary, £16.

This is a combination of the Shorter Oxford
and the Britannica Dictionary of World Lan-
guages. Part I is the complete Shorter Oxford.
Part 1l contains French-English, German-English,
Italian-English, Swedish-English and Yiddish-
English dictionaries. Part IIT contains indications
of pronunciation and rudimentary grammar in the
above mentioned six languages, as well as some
expressions, Let me say at once that this dictionary
is a mighty tool in the hands of any literate
person, and a joy to possess. But T do have oné or
two complaints—in regard to Yiddish.

The space available is not always used to good
purpose. For example, Erhrog is not there but
Estreich (Austria) is; Lima is translated as—Lima
(the capital of Peru) ., .. Again, it is curious
that they give Ballpoynt Feder and translate Ball
Point Pen. I should have thought that Pen is
enough. Ball Point does not become Yiddish by
being spelt in a curious way. But, of course, Yid-
dish is an oiphan and there is no central authority
to lay down the law. This sad fact is uninten-
tionally underscored by the publishers who dedi-
cate the two volumes to Queen Elizabeth II, Presi-
dent Kennedy, President de Gaulle, King Gustaf
Adolf, President Heinrich Luebke, President
Giovanni Gronchi, and President Adolfc Lopez
Mateos, thus covering all Janguages represented
except Yiddish. . .

S.0.G,

A CHAPLAIN’S STORY

Mabat L'Achor (Looking Back). A Volume in
Honour of Dr. Zvi Azaria. An Alef Publica-
tion, Tel Aviv. N.P.

Rabbi Dr, Zvi Azaria (Helfgot) was a Jewish
chaplain with the Yugoslav army and became a
prisoner-of-war. After the war, he went to Belsen,
the liberated horror camp, helped to bury the dead
and console the living and worked with the D.P.
committee for several years as rabbi, guide,
teacher and mentor.

Dr. Azaria, who combines Talmudic and
Hebrew scholarship with Broad Western culture,
later served as chaplain in the Israel Defence
Forces, cultural officer with the Israeli Purchasing
Mission in Germany, and Rabbi to the Jewish
Community in Cologne. He is now back in
Israel, Wherever he served, Azaria made his im-
pact of goodness, knowledge and common sense.
He is now fifty; hence the beautiful volume, for
which future historians will be grateful.

S.1.G.

BOOKS RECEIVED

Baraam AND His Ass. Story by J. M. Warbler and
Harold Winstone. Pictures by A. M. Cocagnac.
Geoffrey Chapman. Dove Books, 3s. 6d.

CHRONIK DES HERZL-BUNDES: EFET-EFPT. By Walter
Goldstein. Prasidiumdes Herzl-Bundes. Tel Aviv. N.P.
CoMMUNISM  AND  CoLONIALISM, Esseys by Walter
Kolarz. Edited by George Gretton. Introduction by
Edward Crankshaw. Macmillan & Co. London. 21s.
Davip. Story by J.'M. Warbler and Harold Winstone.
Pictures by Jean Jacouton. Geoffrey Chapman.
London. Dove Books. 3s. 6d.

Davip Kossor AT Five 1o TeN, B.B.C. Broadcast in
the B.B.C. Light Programme. British Broadcasting
Corporation. London. 3s,

FELIX MENDELSSOHN AND His TiMmes, By Heinrich
Eduard Jacob. Translated from the German by
Richard and Clara Winston. Prentice Hall. Englewood,
N.J. $6.95.

GREAT JEWISH PorTRAITS IN METAL. Edited by Daniel
M. Friedenberg. Introduction by Cecil Roth. Schocken
Books. New York, 17s.

I Wire Survive. By Sala Pawlowicz and Kevin Klose.
Frederick Muller. London. 21s.

Jacos HAVE I Lovep, By Jean Rees. Wm. B. Ferd-
mans. Michigan, $3.95.

Jonas. Story by J. M. Warbler and Harold Winstone.
Pictures by Jacques Le Scarff. Geoflrey Chapman,
London. Dove Books. 3s. 6d.

JoserH IN EGyrr. Translated by Ian F. Finlay. Illus-
trated by Reinhard Hermann. Macmillan & Co.
London. 9s. 6d.

LA CAGE DE VERRE (The Glass Cage): Journal of the
Eichmann Trial. By Haim Gouri. Translated from the
Hebrew by R. Sidor. Albin Michel. Paris, 16.50 N.F.
MopERN EUROPEAN VERSE. Selected by Dannic Abse.
Vista Books. London. 2s. 6d.

OuT oF THE WoMs. By Israel Segal. Times Press, Isle
of Man. 18s. ’

SeLEcTED PoeEms. By Dannie Abse, Vista Books,
London. 2s, 6d.

SUDDENNESS AND AWE IN SCRIPTURE. By David Daube,
F.B.A. Council of Christians and Jews, London. 2s.
TrUE TaLes oF HITLER'S REICH. By Richard Hanser,
Fawcett Publications. Greenwich, Conn. 3s. 6d.

THE AraB REVIVAL. By Francesco Gabrieli. Thames
and Hudson, London. 18s.

THE COMMONWEALTH AND SUEZ: A Documentary Sur-
vey, Selected, edited and with commentaries by James
Avres, Oxford University Press. London. 63s.

THe CounciL IN Action: Theological Reflections on
the Second Vatican Council. By Hans Kung. Sheed
and Ward. New York. $4.50.

THE DRAMA OF THE BiBLe. Philip J. Lamp. Oxford
University Press, London. 30s.

THE ILLUSTRATED History oF THE JEWS. Edited by
Prof. Benjamin Mazar, Moshe Davis, Dr. Chaim H.
Ben-Sasson. Harper & Row. London. £8 8s.

Tue Mission OF ISRAEL. Edited by Jacob Baal-
Teshuva. Robert Speller & Son. New York. $5.95.
Tue NeGro PROTEST. James Baldwin, Malcolm X,
Martin Luther King talk with Kenneth B. Clark.
Beacon Press. Boston. $2.50.

THe PREDICAMENT OF DEMOCRATIC MAN. By Edmond
Cahn. A Delta Book. $1.65.

THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON SCHECHTER. By Bernard
Mandelbaum. The Burning Bush Press, New York.
$1.75.

WHAT 1S THE THIRD ESTATE? By Emmanuel Joseph
Sieyes. Pall Mall Press. London. 22s. 6d.

YauapuT TzorrAT (French Jewry)., A special publica-
tion of Gesher, the Quarterly of the World Jewish
Congress in Tsrael. Published to mark French Jewry

| week in Israel. Tel Aviv, 1963.
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(Continued)

PROSECUTIONS IN AUSTRIA

VIENNA : The Vienna Jewish community, affi-
liated to WIC, has appealed to the Austrian
Government for revision of the Statute of Limi-
tations in order to ensure prosecution of Nazi
criminals. The appeal was sent to the Austrian
Minister of Justice, Dr. Christian Broda, by Dr.
E. Feldsberg and Mr. W, Krell, President and
Secretary-General of the Jewish Community
Council,

The Austrian Jewish leaders, noting that the
world “spotlight is presently focussing on" the
trials of Nazis in Germany, stated that there are
several such investigations in process in Austria,
possibly revealing many new criminals. But, the
Jewish leaders added: “This is endangered by the
fact that the prosecution of such persons will be
made impossible once the Statute of Limitations
comes into force on June 25, 1965."

“It is our conviction,” the community’s submis-
sion continued, “that new legislation is needed
declaring such crimes as were committed in the
framework of Nazi persecution as being outside
any statute of limitations, or at least extending
the deadline for another 20 years."

NEO-NAZIS IN ARGENTINA

BUENOS AIRES: In a special declaration fol-
lowing a recent nationwide meeting of representa-
tives of all Jewish communities, DAIA, the central
organisation of Argentinian Jewry, affiliated to
WIC, stated: “We are concerned at the presence
of neo-Nazi elements in the midst of some govern-

mental bodies. It is a matter of urgency that |

Argentinian democracy become aware of the
danger."”

The DAIA’S six-point statement followed
recent anti-Semitic incidents which had “opened
the public’s eyes to the true character of terrorist
groups masking their criminal activity behind
different ideological fronts. The greatest danger
lies in minimizing the events and the problems
they represent.” The statement by the DAIA went
on to express satisfaction at the firm stand taken

elements seek to provoke disturbances leading to

| general chaos, which is the first step towards anni-

hilation of our republican and democratic institu-

| tions.”

by the Government and the swift and effective

work of the police.

DAIA expressed its concern over the presence,
as confirmed by the Minister of National Defense,
of subversive elements in certain official bodies.
The penetration of such elements into important
sectors of public life and into so-called key instal-

lations “is taking place simultaneously and with |

the purpose of gaining control of them,” the
DAIA declared.

Noting similar developments throughout the
continent, the DAIA charged that “these Nazi

Tribute to WJC

In its annual report, DAIA paid tribute to WIC
for its work in behalf of Jewry throughout the
world. The report states:

“At all times, we have an organised method
of maintaining relations with Jews throughout the
world. This is through the WorLD JEwisH Con-
GRESS, a first-rate centralising and co-ordinating
organisation.”

READERS SAY:

THE LEO BAECK INSTITUTE

Dr. Robert Weltsch's letter (World Jewry.
March/April 1964) generously permits your re-
viewer “to express his dislike and criticism.” But
his remarks in refutation of this criticism confuse
the issue. The Leo Baeck Institute is a Jewish
research  body established simultaneously in
London, New York and Tel-Aviv. The issue is
whether the large majority of the publications of
such a body should be published in German or
not. If they are published in German, the Institute
caters predominantly for the declining number of
elderly German Jewish refugees, a few fairly small
Jewish communities in Central Europe and—per-
haps—for the German public in Germany at large
—instead of for world Jewry as a whole.

Dr. Weltsch is very rash in accusing me of an
inconsistency committed in publishing my own
article on Heinrich Graetz in German, The
memorial volume of the Breslau Seminary, in
which a reprint appeared, carries a footnote (on
p. 187) which states that this article was first pub-
lished in a memorial volume of a German Acade-
mic Expellee Group “Gottinger Arbeitskreis”, Is
there really no difference in the language problem
between a group of Germans expelled from
Eastern Germany living in Western Germany and
the Leo Baeck Institute?

No Jewish research institution is entitled to con-
sider any period of Jewish history as its exclusive
domain, By concentrating on “German Jewish
history before the catastrophe™ the Leo Baeck
Institute has shut itself out of a field of research
for which it possesses better resources than any
other organisation, Restrictive practices in the
field of scholarship are as regrettable as they are
in trade and industry,

E. J. Conn. LoNDON.
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19 June 1964

Mr. Aryeh L. Pincus

Jewish Agenyy
P,0.B. 92

Jerusalem, Israel
Dear Louis:

Enclosed is a copy of Uris' answer to my letter to him, which you also
received,

From this you can see that the matter is still completely unsettled, but

it is obvious that Easterman is very much in the picture., I would expect
that if Dering has money and can pay the costs which the court assessed
against him, most of the funds put up by you and others would be returned.
On the otherr hand, if Dering has no money, then there is nothing else

to be done.

I suggest that you drop an independent note to Easterman and tell him that
you are interested in the accounting, and request him to keep you informed.

As ever,

HAF:gb Herbert A, Friedman






/ : 12 June 1964

Mr. Leon Uris \
Las Brisas Hotel
Mexico

Dg&l.em:

Ikw raulwdcephsfrm?&nlndwrnaﬂhﬂentommﬁq

_ your feelings of elation and weariness. It must have been Whiite an
ordeal, but one so very well justified that almost any expenditure was worth-
while, And when these efforts are crowned with victory, you should fefl

i
well rewarded.

7 ﬂhnnaquuﬂonwhichmh-npuhmby-mo{ﬁunﬂmﬁﬁum
s/ /made the funds available. They would like to know what costs Dering was
/4 | required to pay (the newspaper account said everything from a date early
! | in Masch, which would come to 20-25, 000 pds). Does the pymmamu
Gosts by Dering diminish in any way the costs that your defense funds
"hmc? Is Easterman making up an accounting of expenditures? Is \
of the money in the defense funds available to be returned in appropriate
pnpﬂﬂdﬂhﬁoﬂﬁryﬂnﬁmm contributed it? ] _;
When lﬂﬂllb.‘kh_.pln'lldﬂ!. amﬁhhlﬂuhnm&dmgsl
it will down in our collective memories as just another of
episodes in the aftermath of the whole bloody business. It
amm--mtmﬁ:nml-om“mmghdmm.

As ever,

HAF:gb N Herbert A, Friedman

Bl AL



C : -7 . lLeonUris

: R . 575.Madison Avense
: New York 22, N»t-

May 9, 1964
Dear Yohanans

After the past month I am alraid that we have all spent all the words we have in
‘speaking about the gamut of emotions, the oxdeal of the trial, and the exaltation

of victory. What can [ add now to express my gratitude to the two men who worked
so gquistly and unswervingly behind the scenes to make it possible ? | mean, of
course, you and Herb Freedman. We have left Dering a shattered and broken man,
mnmmmzmmm mumwwmm
wiﬂmrouwmwhhgnw.

mmmmmﬁmmw 'ﬁhmmmﬂhuy-n
crimes trial, m‘umnwaﬂmﬂz@&myﬂmu. -
neutral ground, mpmd mmnm-mm.n
hmmmhﬁ-:. ﬁﬁc“m&mmw
m-mmqm»w:rmm*a. There were 50 many heroes involved
- mtusmuonrwmmmmmmdmmmmmmm

Mr. Kan!mn':ameowﬂlrmzﬁhmlco”d transeript. Already,
several books oa the subject are under way. The in itself makes almost
unbelievable reading, mmmuwm,hmm

names of the victims who testified in our behalf. This precaution is being taken to
insure their privacy. We would bemorxtified if s _g-m-m;aumad

eummmmm.muum
mmmw

rbwm.themmfnﬁnmum. Mudcmmm
m:nutuexﬂndoom“

MMorumummtwwnﬁ:hn-ummdnummm
upon themselves a task of anguish that called for the epitome of courage 7 Yes, !
'mmdmwmmmmdumuﬂmdm
tragedy that exists in Israel today because of the Nasi era. Yet these people are
still exceptional and apaxt and should be cherished by your State. They are the
few remaining symbols of the physical attempt to sterilize the Yews as a people. -
‘Mhm.MMQMMhMan‘m :
-mmmmmmdﬂm ﬂowu.k
inflicted upon them.

_ thljuum'hy!

IW&&W}WN&W#WMmM
quietly arrenge an individual citation for each of them and invite them to Jerusalem
to receive, ia his behalf, the gratitude of the Israeli people. It is needless to add
wmmummmmm.muhmlmm
G dthlmpnﬂownﬂdﬂ.

N on’fz

8 wald

P ' £~ Doubleday & Co., Inc,, Publishers



S T

Ihu“ﬁmm'sm.wlnhﬁnmwm(wm
my address for the next several months will be ¢/o Las Brisas Hotel, Acapulco),
or [ should write to him personsally, But would you pleade do me a favor and phone
Mhnndeoavqtohinuypsnomlmupefmﬂndohrhisudotthuwork

in Israel.

I am certain Israel has proper duplicating facilities for the transcript and I should
uummpum.mrm,-uomnym.nummumm
as well as having caved for these women for many, many years. [ think that the
Muﬁimmmmtthlphmdamdthm
wymuﬂmwmmw Kibbutz. _

PummM. IhnMWdithud‘ﬂODUStoMm
more closely to the facts nmuumgﬁ-mm for Eagland, where
mmﬁ-dﬁ-dmmvﬁu mvﬁlmgoeﬂdm
boolk, & ; -

=vatwhmmwmmwmmruu
_.lwuyoulim ,' e 5 T

| . .+ (sgd) Leon Uris
Dr._}!inch

- . -

PeS. umunmm&amabﬂummyxookmm
- conditions of the victims who testified, 1 think, for the most part, they
are all making good llvings and are reasonably well situated, but I Jo
know that one, Mr, Hadass, has a very rough time of it and perhaps thexe
huwhlnzthumbomu 3 way of rehabilitation for him, on a quiet
but honorable scale, -rm&hwrmw.

c¢e: Mr, G, Hausnar
Mr. Brandt
Mr, Pincus -
‘-'Mr. Herb Freedman
Mr. T Knilek
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Oudthomwmmuarmmmm D, Humtmkm
stand, This woman weJ later desoried, in his summation, by the Judge as "ong of -
MmmmmWns hmhdngswcm;;n usﬁmonyinaatnglfah

mu'mn. and she was ":mh,uh mmm&wmm --
top of her pocket which 4", < Lmay add that if we had more friends
mm.!huwd.ﬂmwm 5 é'xt'. P

.{ - .‘ eve ‘ljr toolr shwits, whe phrwu sin&n gp:nﬁein;
doctor to Block X which, as you _,'._,'_m'wkom mmhlmnan-n
" ongage in thoso oxperiments or assist in them mnmmam,m
©n one occasien, when Wirtke, mu.-é mmumwwm

A Mammmm bhm‘nq'tmmmmﬂo
are diffevemt?* aad she answered: [ inow that = staxting with you,” Later,
w.wnmmnmk#mmmmmmmm -
tbe’anﬂkocchlm,sbmhm o :

m:uﬂnm,ﬂratauh,ma, e 'amx Lmhmhm

~ Poland to tastily tor us, and holds the Croix de Guerre for har undergreund work in
Fraace during the war, m.mmmmum”mumm.mmnwm
gave her the words o live by. She told Dr, Lorska: "None of as are goiag to get out
orihisn!tu,busomuwmm.(nurplqwh&nwmhmw*

Thts;mtw nbn:m!orm_' ',Wmmmdm
aﬂ'i!inend mnyw:mn'_j,m;wm butmﬂamr that

‘.
& 4
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New York Hetald ribune

i Medic at Auschwitz
Says He’s Libelled

Not true, Dr. Dering
testified last week. As a
prisoner-doctor at the camp
from August, 1941, to Jan-
uary, 1944. he said. he per-

where pain was in-
vojved, he said.

five young Jewish women
and the testicles from 85
Jewish men. These organs

ImUm
had already been rendered
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“If wyou were castrating
Jews for Dr. Schumann's
experimental purposes, Dr.
Dering, why is not that an
experimental operation?” he
was asked.

“The experiments had been
done by X-ray and testicles
destroyed by X-ray,” he re-
plied. “T did not choose that.
I was not interested in any
experiments. T had to do what
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“Everything

in the war was done

diner, the chief defense

counsel. “At Nuremberg the

defense was ‘I was told to

by my superior German
officers.”™
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Uniting the Bezalel National Museum,

the Samuel Bronfman Biblical and . 7t
Archaeological Museum, the Billy Rose April 20, 1964
Art Garden and the Shrine of the Book

\ \
Rabbi Herbert Friedman W 6&
United Jewish Appeal
S

165 West 46th Street
New York 36, New York

Dear Herb:

. It was nice of you to send me a copy of your letter dated
April 14th to Mr. Easterman.

Somehow I share your feelings but am perfectly willing to
give credit to anybody who wants it.

The reason for the two cables you received was simple: I
was delighted that things had been straightened out (thanks
to Easterman or others). Had promised to keép you
informed but discovered that the first cable from Paris had
been sent to the competition (Israel Bonds). Therefore, in
order to make sense, I sent a second cable from here.

Once again, many thanksfor your assistance and "for having
shared with me the somewhat trying task etc., etc."

. Hope to see you again soon.

Cordially,

Y ./Beham

TEL. 34022 .50
JERUSALEM, 37 JABOTINSKY STREET  P.O.5. wmmw 7.0 37 'p0IDIAT ‘M ,obwny



14 April 1964

M’I A. Lt hm
World Jewish Congress
55 New Cavendish Street

London W 1, England
Dear Alex:

It certainly is a pleasure to know that the lengthy ordeal of attempting
to finance the Uris affair is now completed.

The fellow who really deserves most of the praise is Yohanan Beham.
I pushed as hard as I could, but I think he actually did most of it.

At any rate, Uris is now in London, at the Grosvenor House, and 1
certainly hope he wins.

Thanks very much for writing. I do apprduiate your thoughtfulness,

As ever,

HAF:gb Herbert A. Friedman



World Jewish Congress 55, New Cavendish Sireel,
Depariment of Internalional Affairs London W1.

ALE/NK 9th April, 1964,

Rabbi Herbert Friedmann,
United Jewish Appeal,
New York.

Dear Herbert,

I am glad to be able to inform you
that I have now received the entire contribution
from the organisations concerned in the Uris affair,

It only remains for me to thank you
for the trouble you have taken in this matter, and
for having shared with me the somewhat trying task
of obtaining the assistance which we were requested
to give.

With kind regards,
Yours sincerely,

773

A. L. Easterman



13 April 1964

Mr. H, Morrison
10 Abbotsbury Road
London W. 14, England

Dear Scotty:

You will recall I once told you about the suit which would be filed by a
- certain ex-German doctor Dering against the author Leon Uris for libel.

The trial is supposed to have started today, 13 April, and Uris is going
to London tomorrow. He will be staying at the Grosvenor House for the
next couple of weeks.

He is well represented by counsel and I am not sure that he needs anything
at all. On the other hand, it might just be that he would appreciate some
relief from the strain of the trial, whlchcouldbo found by visiting with
friends.

I would appreciate it, therefore, if you could take the time to ring him up

at the Grosvenor House and simply ask whether there is anything you can

do for him, I do not know whether the story of this trial will appear in the
British press, but some of the testimony will really be quite bloody.

All the best to Doris,

haf;gb

Herbert A, Friedman



L

13 April 1964

Mr. J. Edward Sieff
Michaelhouse

57 Baker Street
London, England

Dear Teddy:

You may recall my having told you, mqnnﬁnu.o.ﬁ-shrydacum
ex-Nazi doctor by the name of Dering who had entered a suit for libel against
Leon Uris, Uris had made a statement in one of his books (I think it was
Exodus) that Deriag had performed thousands of experimental operations,
siich as hysterectomies on living patients, without anesthesia, in the camp
at Auschwitz., Dering, now a British citizen, is suing Uris for libel. It

is really quite 2 shocking situation.

The trial was due to begin today, 13 April, and Uris is going to London
tomorrow. He will be staying at the Grosvenor House for the next couple
of weeks, I do not think he needs anything, but I have given him your name,
as a {riend of mine upon whom he might call should he find that he requires
any help, or simply just company. He is well representcd by counsel, and
needs ncothing along these lines.

Fondest regards to Lois.

As ever,

HAF:gb Herbert A. Friedman



13 April 1964

Mr, Jack Lyons
Z Campden Hill
London, W 8, England

Dear Jack:

You will recall I once told you about the suit which would be filed by a
certain ex-German doctor Dering against the author Leon Uris for libel.

The trial is supposed to have Md'w. 13 April, and Uris is going
to London tomorrow. He will be staying at the Grosvenor House for the
next couple of weeks.

He is well represented 'by_ counsel nd I am not sure that he needs anything
at all. On the other hand, it might just be that he would appreciate some
relief from the strain of the trial, which could be found by visiting with
friends. !

I would appreciate it, therefora. if you could take the time to ring him

up at the Grosvenor House and simply ask whether there is anything you
can do for him. I do not know whether the story of this trial will appear
in the British press, but some of the testimony will really be quite bloody.
All the best to Roslyn.

As ever,

HAF:gb Herbert A. Friedman
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April 4, 1964

Dear Herb,

Before I left for this project in Mexico, Irving wrote to me and

in gratifying terms told me what you have done in my behalf in the
Dering matter. I'm really glad because so many fair weather friends
have abandoned ship in this crisis.

1 spoke to Behap from New York mhhlhnmmnill having
trouble with the committment. This almost falls inte the catagory
of science fietion. Actually, my sttormeys in England have only
recieved $10,000 out of a promised $40,000. Beham says another
$20,000 is im but we haven't seen it to my hovlod.o $10,000

is definately outistanding.

Well,..the trial begins a week from this coming Monday. I am getting
harrassed by my publisher's lawyer, & nice Jewish boy witl cold feet
and a short memory and my foreign publishers, (who made & few bucks
on my past books) have turned a deaf ear to an sppnrl that ideals are
not the sole property of the author,

This, of course, is all compounded by the rumning battle with
my idealistic co-religionists.

Herb, my own lawyer, Schlosberg is now in Londom and I will be arriving
the end of the week. I've really hung in there on this for two years
and kept my own people togethew and in the fight, If, however, the
situation appears as hopeless aa it now shows, I'll be dssmed if I'm
going into a Jesus act and get crusified. My investement has been

by far, the greatest and nov I'm taking the unlimited risk and am
forced to go into ocourt wealk because of the failure of delivery

of commitiments.

For you and Beham, Who have been my real champions, I can't feel
enough and it is a pity that at the twelfih hour I must ask you to
get these commitiments paid im, within hours of reciept of this
letter or it is bound to begin a chain reaction of disintigration
of our emtire case.

I know you'll make this ome last great effort.

IN‘MEXICO CITY VISIT THE BEAUTIFUL C‘E&MJ J’J—\afm HOTEL



-2

Don't be mislead by the letterhead. I'm down here on a film projeet and
have rented a house near here and use their post box., I've seperated
from my wife, which should not surprise you and that is one of the reasomns
I took hhis job in Mexico,

ARMAGEDDON looks like a winner ®sll the., You'll see your copy around
May 10, If you read about a certain Jewish @haplain in Berlin

helping Russian soldiers jump their team, please don't sue, all the
chargcters are fictitious,

|
/% 34
. /"/‘-.
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UNITED JEWISH APPEAL

PINCUS MAR, 19 64
JEVAGENCY

JERUSALEM (ISRAEL(
W.U, CABLES

GOLDMAN SIMPLY mmnmoon COMPLICATED CABLE EXCHANGE PURPOSE
OF WHICH WAS TO GET HIM TO COMMIT SHARE OF vm DEFENSE FROM CLAIMS
CONFERENCE STOP HE WAS APPARENTLY UNABLE mﬁcs THIS si'_op TWO
BASIC FINANCIAL COMMITMENTS FROM AGENCY AND GOVERNMENT ARE REPEAT
ARE REQUIRED STOP SUGGEST YOU CONTACT ﬁwnmm LONDON WHO
HANDLING MONEY REGARDS |

FRIEDMAN
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HERBERT B. SCHLOSBERG
ATTORNEY AT LAW

VIA AIR MAIL

Mr. Irving Bernstein
c/o United Jewish Appeal
1290 Avenue of Americas
New York, New York

Dear Irving:

1680 NORTH VINE STREET
SUITE 1201 HOLLYWOOD-TAFT BUILDING
HOLLYWCOD 28. CALIFORNIA
HOLLYwooD 6-7103
CABLE ADDRESS: ''SCHLOSBER"

February 5, 1964

I am herewith enclosing copies of two letters which are self-explanatory.

It appears that Mr. Easterman contacted Mr. Beham shortly after your
wire to Mr. Beham. Further it appears that the negative reply from the

Claims Conference was irrelevant.

I thank you for bearing with me during this recent exchange of frantic

phone calls and letters.

HBS:ez
Encls.

ce: Mr. Leon M. Uris w/encls.

cerely, ;

Herbert B. Schlosberg
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UNITED JEWISH APPEAL
GOLDMANN Feb. 6, 64
JEVAGENCY
JERUSALEM (ISRAEL)
w.u., cables

WHOLE MATTER OF DEFENSE FUNDS FOR LONDON TRIAL REALLY NOT MY
BUSINESS STOP HAVE BEEN ACTING AS FRIEND OF URIS AND ALSO BECAUSE I
BELIEVE DEEPLY CASE SHOULD BE DEFENDED STOP URIS ORIGINAL DECISION

TO DEFEND WAS BASED UPON KNOWLEDGE THAT NECESSARY FUNDS WOULD BE
AVAILABLE STOP ALL PARTICIPANTS NOW IN EXCEPT YOUR SHARE STOP SPOKE
TO BLAUSTEIN ONCE BEFORE AT YOUR REQUEST DO NOT WISH DO SO AGAIN

STOP IF GLAIMS CONFERENGE UNABLE MAKE CONTRIBUTION AS YOU PROMISED
THEN RESPECTFULLY SUGGEST YOU SEEK OTHER SOURCE OF FUNDS AND INFORM
EASTERMAN STOP UNDERSTAND TRIAL WILL BE JEOPARDIZED IF FUNDS NOT
AVAILABLE CALL ALL WITNESSES REGARDS






HERBERT B. s;&HLOSBERG
ATTORNEY AT LAW

1680 NORTH VINE STREET
SUITE 1201 HOLLYWOOD-TAFT BUILDING
HOLLYWOOD 28. CALIFORNIA

VIA A.IR MAIL HOLLYywooD 6-7103

CABLE ADDRESS: ""'SCHLOSBER"

January 30, 1964

Mr. Irving Bernstein
c¢/o United Jewish Appeal
1290 Avenue of Americas
New York, New York

Dear Irving:

The enclosed letter was received this date from our attorney in London.
It appears that someone has made a mistake, but I do not think that the
mistake is ours since we were promised the financial contribution or we
would not have gone into the case this far but would have made a settle-
ment with Dr, Dering, which financial settlement figure would have been
far less than that which Lee Uris is actually contributing to this "fighting
fund". I think Lee Uris has made a great mistake in relying on certain
people's promises that funds would be forthcoming only to be told a year
later that senior officerf’decided the conference was unable to contribute
towards the case.

Unless something is done to change these senior officers' minds, that they
must contribute towards this case, then there will be no case and there

will be no trial of the case. If this case doesn't mean that much to the sen-
ior officers then surely I can convince Lee Uris that this case doesn't mean
that much to him either. If financial help isn't forthcoming from that source
I have no other alternative but to insist to Lee Uris that the London attor-
neys settle the case out of Court with Dr. Dering and chalk the whole exper-
ience up to his poor judgment of the Jewish people.

As a Jew, I am appalled at the decision of the senior officers of the confer-
ence.

Sincerely,

ya

Herbert B. Schlosberg

HBS:ez
Encl.

cc: Mr. Leon M. Uris w/ copy of encl.
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‘January 25_, 1964

Dr. Nahum Goldmann R - ;
The Jewish umc: _E S g A
: Jcrusal-, Imdl 7 R -y

Dear llm : -5 . {
uyou—mmtmmmludletw.wmdm;ﬁe

two paragraphs I have checked on page 3, it is essential
that the necessary funds be put up as quickly as poastbla.

mrdumndMsﬁth;m,waahamxmkw -
Jacob Blaustein which I did. As you can see from the letter,
time is running out. Therefore, it is essential that the
mmhtmfwumwthrtmmtam
be made to bring the proper witnesses.

Th-trialladmtosmtswthmduﬂeumuonh

taken there will be no other tlnmtive but to settle
out of conrt ? ’ : .

INSERT: Ham
Cordially,

Herbert A, Friedman
HAF:bil

I would appmhte'hearing from you as soon as possible as to
what will happen or, better yet, please communicate directly with
Easterman in London and simply send me a copy to keep me informed.

All the best
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KAUFMAN 8 SEICAL
SOLICITORS

COMMITMONIRY POA SATHS

3 EAUFMAN, LL M,
H.CSEICAL MA [Oxw)
EDCAR LEVY, LL 3
TELAPHONES LAKGHAM 3308 (3 L2N1s)

LANGHAM 00U 14 LINLS,
TELICAAME RAUFLAW WIIDO. LONDON
CAJICAAMS EAUTLAY LOWLON,. Wi

Leon M, Urin, BEso.,

P.0,Box 584,
MALTEU,
California,
U.S.A,

Daar Kr, Uris,

72 NEW CAVENDISH STREET
LONDON W I

n reply plesss quow - K, 20686

Whan Lsiepheming
plesss aah for

me_Xaulaan

16th January, 1964,

Re:  Perlry

. The preraratinns for trial have now reached a crescendo and we
have to face the fimancial problem fully and snuarely,

Owing to the incredible survival of witnesses, we are faced
with the problem of transporting tha following peonle frma their home
countrias and raying for their hotal accomdation for a period which

pight be as long as 21 daywi=

1. Six Greek girls from Tarsel
?. Three Greek men from Israel
3¢ Isrmeli medical professor who has treated the zirla

throughout

4, Mr. Heusner

S5¢ Creak 7irl from Salonica and her husband
6, Greek zirl from los Angsles

7. Dr. Klodzirsid from Krekow

8, Fr, Foluji fro= Krakow

9. Dr. Klainova fror Warsaw

contd,.



Leon M. Tris, Fan. 16th January, 1964,

10, Professo~ Jurknvie from Prague
11, ¥r, Tanghein froam Vienrs

12, Dr, Hantval from Paﬁs

t3, Po=sibly Mr, Tutwsn from Paris

14, Poesidblv ¥Mr, Galdmina from Paria

AR 7ou will nae, this s a tatel of twentv-thrae persnne and
we, as ==licitors, have to huv their tiskats, pay their haotel avnencas
rnd mske ~urselvas responeibla for their unkeap while here. Ir 224itinm,
in orier ta anmure that the six Greek girls in fact coma from Ts-ael, we
.have thousht it an aropropriate praraution to arrsuews for Dr. Brewd~ to
o *to Tsraal to collect them and ta bring them beck to England., KNaturally,
her exrensas and lo-~s of sammings must ba comreneated.

. In 24dition, wa have.tvo medi~al wvitnessé=.tn date, Professor
Nixon of the miversitv of london, with regordi to the oparations on wozen,
Sir Brian Windeyar, the Dean of Mitdlarex Hospital with regard to
irradiation on boath men and women. Wa mav have t0 have a surgeon to talk
about the operations on the men and & specialist on snaesthetics to talk
abowt tre aneesthesia,

On the asmurption that we keer Kr, Gerald Gardiner, 0.C., his
brief fee will be the subliect of a Aiscuission but is not likely to be
below 1000 zuinsas snd his suaisr (Mr. Hi-st) will regquire the ususl twe=
thirds. In addition, Counssl i vaid a "refresher fee" far each day ‘after
the first and if we are right in thinking that this might last fifteen
days 1n Court, we have tn provide sebcout £7,500 under this heading,

Tt ies therefore cur eatimete that the actuzl dislursement= are
going to ba in the region of £20,700, We feel that we must also ensume it
sgainst the possibility that the cese will last longer than the estimatad
three weeks, and there are nrur own fees and those of Messrs, Rubinstein,
Nash & Co, to be paid. We feel therefore that we rwust build up the "Fighting
Fund" to a firure of £30,000, which means that a further £24,000 recuires
to be found,

wontd, .



T SNEEES

leon M, Uris, Esc. 16th Jamary, 1964,

You and ¥r, Kimber tosether found £5,000 at the commencement
and tha arransement with the Jewiszh suthorities is that you should build
up your joint contributicon to £15,000, Mr, Kimber is payinz over a
further £3,000 vhich we shall place in the "Fighting Fund” and your
azreed contritutior ie £6,000 tc te placad to the rredit of the "Fishting
Pund® ard I trust that you can kindly make arrangements for this sum to
rach us by the end of this month, so that we can safely start buying
the tickets for the transroraticon and ressrving the hotel accom~dation,
You will appreciate that all thess steps hsve to be tsken well in advance
owing to the pressure on tranerortation and hotel accomodation around
Easter, .

With regard to the contribution frva the Jewish authorities,
as you know the Jawish Agency has neid $10,000, which is in the hands
of Kr, Eactarman as Trustee, which is satisfactory, Mr, Hausrer has
written to sav that a further $20,000 haz bean found by Israsl, but this
hag not reached us and in fact there was a rather ambigous latter from
Mr. Behsm indicating that the people in Jerarl were only prepared to
find 50% ~f their coatrivution at this stars. This might be a mirunderstanding
and it mizht refer to the fact that the contritution from the Jewish
authoritiss is to b= hali. of the total regquired. If, in fact, Mr. Hausner
is correct and the money from Tsrzel turns un ghortly, this only leaves
us with the reqrired cortribution from the Claims Conference and that
ir a matter which has to be dealt with by Rabbi Friednann on your side.

In effect, therefore, there are two steps vhich you could idndly
take foartheith:- '

(a) Plazse reni+ £A,000 tn pa +0 244 to the £3,000 which
Hr, Kirbar is maline available forthwith,

(v) Ensure that the Cleims Confersnce remits forthwith the
215,000 to Mr, Ea~terman of tha World Jewish Congress -
to be hald by him as Trustea,

This case has practicelly tumed into a "State trial” and s

whala tesm of us in wy offica are dewiing ourerelves exclusively to it,
It is becauss of the *empo accalerating to snrh s Aegree that T have been

- montd, .



Tesn M. Tirie, Tan, 16th Jaruary, 1964,

e

unable in the last few weeks to kesp you fully rosted, but I hope to let
rou have a firther intarim meport in the rear future.

Kirdest reraonal regarda,

AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES

6 &6 6 5 o 0 0
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Irving Bernstein

HBS:ez
Encl.

1680 NORTH VINE STREET
SUITE 1201 HOLLYWOOD-TAFT BUILDING
HOLLYWCOD 28. CALIFORNIA
HOLLYywooD 6-7103
CABLE ADDRESS: "'SCHLOSBER"

January 23, 1964

\ .

address in New York so I am sending you a copy
* London attorney to your home address, I hope

erbert B. Schlosberg
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X
UNITED JEWISH APPEAL
EASTERMAN ' NOV. 26 %3
WORLDGRESS
LONDON (ENGLAND)

W.U. CABLES

HAVE SPOKEN GOLDMANN RE HIS CONTRIBUTION STOP DO YOU STILL NEED IT
STOP IF YOU FEEL YOU HAVE ENOUGH THAT WOULD MAKE LIFE EASIER FOR ALL
OF US STOP mmmmru IS PREPARED ARGUE FOR IT AND WANTS MY
HELP PLEASE CABLE SOONEST REGARDS |

FRIEDMAN



‘World Jewish Congress 55, New Cavendish Streel,
Department of International Affairs London W.1.

ALE/NK 18th November, 1963.

Rabbi Herbert Friedman,
United Jewish Appeal,
New York.

Dear Herbert,
Thanks for your cable.

Beham came to London last Thursday, and
Kaufman, Levy and I had a consultation with him, He
told us that the matter was now in order, and that
$41,000 would be coming to London,

According to the instructions from Israel,
I will act as Trustee of these funds, and will pay them
out to Kaufman & Seigal, Uris' lawyers, pro rata to the
payments made by Uris and his publishers. Thus ends,
I hope, a difficult and lengthy chapter.

There remains the promised contribution from
the Claims Conference, Perhaps you would have a word
with Nahum to see that this arrangement is carried out.

With kind regards,
Yours sincerely,

Rey

A, L. ﬂastemn
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World Jewish Congress 55, New Cavendish Streel,
Deparlment of Internalional Affairs London , W 1.

ALE/NK 1st October, 1963,

Rabbi Herebrt Friedman,
United Jewish Appeal,
New York.

Dear Herbert,

I duly received and thank you for your cable
of 10th September.

Uris' lawyers tell me that there is still no
implementation of the promise of financial assistance towards
his defence costs.

I have, however, just received another note from
Teddy Kollek stating that he and Mr, Beham intend to see
the Minister of Finance on his return from the United States
early this month, and that they are asking Mr, Hausner to
join them. Teddy adds, "we are hopeful of a favourable
conclusion of this matter".

As the case is fast approaching the Court hearing,
it is obviously imperative that there should be a speedy
and satisfactory conclusion of the financial arrangement
which you, Uris' lawyers and I understood to have been
concluded.

I am sure you will do your utmost to press this
as a matter of urgency.

With all good wishes for the New Year,
Yours sincerely,

s

A, L. Easterman



World Jewish Congress 55, New Cavendish Streetl,
Deparlment of Inlernalional Affairs London W1.

ALE /NK 29th August, 1963,

Rabbi Herbert Friedman,
United Jewish Appeal,
263, West 46th Street,
New York City 36,
U.S.A.

Dear Herbert,

Uris & Ors, re Dering

I am sorry I have not had any reply to my
letter to you of 9th August. In case it may have gone
astray, I enclose a copy, and would ask yocu to deal
seriously and as speedily as possible with the financial
contributions promised to enable Uris' legal advisers to
defend the libel action against him.

As I have been in correspondence on this
subject also with Teddy Kollek, I enclose (1) copy of my
letter of 25th July to him, (2) copy of his reply of
31st July to me, (c) copy of Mr. Kaufman's letter to me
of 28th August, in reply to Teddy's communication, (4)
copy of my further letter of to-day to Teddy.

This correspondence shows that the matter
is now becoming urgent, and I hope to hear from you that
you have taken the necessary action.

With kind regards,
Yours sincerely,

Alr .

A. L. Easterman



ALE/NK 9th August, 1963,

Rabbi Herbert Friedman,
United Jewish Appeal,
263, West 46th Street,
New York City 36,
U.S.A,

about the fall, - the
;:iwunl. in the lawyer's opinion, are very good for
8.

;

funds are not made available, this is impossible, and
the case could well be leost.

In these circumstances, may I suggest
that you givs the necessary push in the proper gquarter
or quarters from which a financlal contribution is

expected, to tramsmit the funds required and promised
to Mr. Kaufman as soon as possible.

With kind regards,
Yours sincerely,

A. L. Easterman

Copy: Mr. Kaufman



25th July, 1963,

Cffice of the Prime Minlster,

Jerusalem,

Israel,
My dear Teddy,

T. Kollek,
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29th August, 1963,

Office of the Prime Minister,

Jerusalem,

T. Kellek, Esqe,
israel,

ifs3s
g
il

HHAT

Yours sincerely,
A. L,

1 hope I can have your mlyau‘mltﬁnuplr.
With kind regards,



World Jewish Congress 55,New Cavendish Streel,
Depariment of International Affairs London W 1.

ALE/NK 9th August, 1963,

Rabbi Herbert Friedman,
United Jewish Appeal,
263, West 46th Street,
New York City 36,

U. SCA.

Dear Herbert,

I learn from Mr. Kaufman that the under-
standing to contribute to Leon Uris' costs in defending
Dering's libel action against him has not been fulfilled.
This is rather serious, because the case, on which a vast
amount of work has been done, may come to trial in or
about the autumn - the fall, to you - and the prospects
of success, in the lawyer's opinion, are very good for
Uris,

Witnesses have to be brought from many
countries to London, and have to be maintained., If
funds are not made available, this is impossible, and
the case could well be lost.

In these circumstances, may I suggest
that you give the necessary push in the proper gquarter
or quarters from which a financial contribution is
expected, to transmit the funds required and promised
to Mr., Kaufman as soon as possible,

With kind regards,
Yours sincerely,

Moy

A. L. fasterman



Unr?

July 30, 1963

Dear Yohanan:
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be a pretty sickening state of affairs,

Lk







July 30, 1963

Dear Herb:

Without lengthy explanation, I think you can pick
up the drift of the exchange between Yohanan Beham
and myself regarding Israeli funds.

The matter with the other Jewish agencies is so
loathsome I find myself barely able to write about
it in a calm manner. 1 think these people should
be made to live up their obligations and I hope
that you are still of enough heart and conviction
in this whole matter to see it through.

Kaufman has done an utterly fantastic job in piling
up the evidence against Dehring and if indeed he
plans to go through with the trial, we're going to
put on a pretty good show.

The plain fact of the matter is that once the trial
date is set the financial burden becomes staggering
and I should like to hear from you soonest that some
method of collection is under way.

Warmgip regards, as ever,

v,

—le P

Sy
uris

i

Herbert Freidman

UJA

165 West 46th Street
New York 36, New York



= o) ol

July 30, 1963

Dear Yohanan:

On instructions from my solicitor, Mr. Kaufman,
I'm advising you that I will not write the letter
you requested which either promises or implies
re-payment to the Israeli Government for publi-
cations arising from the Dehring matter.

Mr. Kaufman cites to me various legal reasons.

My reasons are otherwise. I found the entire
suggestion repugnant and told you so in my last
letter. The issue of aid, again, is acceptance of
a public responsibility based purely on moral
grounds. '

To date, none of the Jewish agencies who promised
to help have done so.

My feeling of this universal Jewish slapin the
face to someone who has done quite a bit for them
is strangely not one of great surprise or terrible
anger. 1 feel complete disguest.

Meanwhile, we are continuing to pursue our defense
with great diligence. If and when the issue comes
to trial we are then faced with bringing witnesses
from Poland, Israel, Greece, America, Austria and
elsewhere to England. 1 intend to keep the Jewish
organizations to their word so painfully wrung from
them. I should like your adyice on just how these
people will be pursued and the monies collected.

Do you wish to undertake it? By copy of this letter
I am advising Herb Friedman of what I consider to
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be a pretty sickening state of affairs.,

I know that you personally are not involved in

this and I hope we will always remain friends.

I do not wish to express my other feelings to you.
I think they best be left unsaid because I do still
retain a loyalty to the ideals which prompted me

to write Exodus.

As ever,

uris

Mr. Yohanan Beham )
5 Sholem Aleichem Street
Jerusalem, Israel



December 9, 1962

Dear Herb:

As you know, the enclosed letter is in regards
to queries from Beham., Kaufman, of course, is
in the best possible position to make this sort
of estimation and as you can well imagine, has
my complete and unqualified confidence. The
ceiling of an additional $75,000 maximum is in

e fact, quite a bit lighter than we originally
suspected and it is hopeful that the powers to
be come through.

None of us like this nasty figure about damages,
but the possibility of ever having to come to
this is tremendously remote.

I want to personally thank you for your efforts.
It will all be worth it when we get that bastard
on the witness stand.

//"

' urjggf/b
Rabbi Herbert Freidman
UJA

165 West 46th Street
New York 36, New York
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December 9, 1962

Dear Yohanan:

Here are the £ es we just spoke about on the
phone which Kn!f:n cabled in to me.

b0t SRR L e S
a a K-} » or

efthecul. I am assuming that this is in sddition
to the monies already on: deyos:lt. I bave sent
$12,000 so far, My other expenses to date have been
around $4,000, ﬁn addi.tidn. euhlis]‘r has, or is
due to, deposit $6,000 into the 'fighting fund® and
his expenses to da%o ‘have also been probably several
thousand dollars in personal time and effort spent
on preparatien.

Mr, Kaufman brings up the possibility of da

which could expand our cost to $150,000, We eel

that the possibul.ty of hav!.ng tc pay damage and

court costs are practically m-e:guent.

addition to a very strong case, you must bear in

mind that we need only vhws one out of twelve

iurors that Dehring 18 gl.l. Nevertheless, this
igure must be brought mversations because -
no matter how remote, the pe 1b111ty still does exist,

should say that the first utgm nead is for an
addittml $50,000 which will allew Mr, Kaufman to
begin the arduous task of tracking down witnesses
and have in his hands the funds to put on investigz-
tors and extra legal help.

He mentions especially that he is looking forward te
seeing you on or about December 18th in London,
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As & double check in case anything happens to go
urongiwtth communication lines, I am sending a copy
of this letter to Herb Freidman.

Warmest personal regards, as ever,

uris

Mr, Yohanan Beham
Park Sheraton Hotel
56th & 7th Avenue
New York, New York



November 21, 1962

Dear Herb:

Irving tells me you did fine work in presenting

the Dehring matter to the

the results were so clear.

powers to be, I wish
Mr, Kaufman is now

attempting, I believe, to work out something with

World Jewish Congress.

I need not remind you that

Goldman is addressing your National Conference and

should be spoken to again.

Although my 'letter of record' anmoyed the hell out
of a number of people the issue involved is not my
brashness or lack of sophisiticated discipline in

protocol, but the basic life and death struggle of

the Jewish people.

It is hard for me to comprehend that the Jewish
leaders cannot grasp the consequences of losing

this case. Of course, my

first hand dealings with

Jewry should have conditioned me for this lack of

reaction.

and without protest, you know.

We have that penchant for dying quietly

There is yet to be

heard a single outcry of anger or indignation
against the butcher, Dehring.

What pains me to the depths of my being is the

silence from Israel.

Where is their righteous wrath?

militancy gone?

wWhat has happened to them?

Where has the

As God is my judge, I believed in Ari Ben Canaan.

I believed in him when he
Argentina, I believed in
armies into the Sinai, I
defied the British Empire
of the holocaust to their

I think that Ari-Ben Canaan is dead.

broad canvas of history a

snatched Eichmann from
him when he led Israel's
believed in him when he
and brought the survivors
homeland.

I see in the
closing of the circle.

The Jewish people, with Israel in equal guilt this

time, are again arranging

their own destruction by



lack of action, After handing Dr. Dehring the
reward for sterilizing and murdering Jews the Jew
baiters in South America and the Soviet Union and
elsewhere on this planet will have an open hunting
season. Indeed, it is a Greek tragedy. It is
sorrowful for me to watch it, helplessly.

Do you remember the old nursery rhyme, "The Farmer
in the Dell?" Well, the last line says, 'the
cheese stands alone. Hi ho the dairio, the cheese
stands alone,' The full realization that I must
soon turn my back to Israel forever is the most
terrible experience of my life.

As ever,

¥4 A

Iurﬁfk

Herbert Friedman
United Jewish Appeal
165 West 46th Street
New York 36, New York
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November 21, 1962

Dear Yohanan:

Thank you for your letterof November 14 and for your
help in transferring my Israel funds to England.

There is a basic misunderstanding. The justice due
Dehring is merely one aspect. It is strange indeed
that you have not grasped the more dominant issue.
1If I lose this case all I stand to lose is money.
However if l:hhrl.nz.prmila' in an Znglish court, the
damage to the State of Israel and world Jewry would
be immeasurable. Dehring would receive, in effect,
& mandate which says that it is not only not a erime
to sterilize and murder Jews, but in this case, a
rewardable act, -

If anti-gemetism had disappeared from the earth,
equivocation on your part might be explainable, But,
my friend, a court victory for such a barbarous anti-
semite would be food for Jew baiting elements that
abound on this planet.

My point is that Dehring cannot be allowed to win,

If I should lose this case because I could not defend
it in the widest possible scope, Israel and world
Jewry would be the real losers and you must realisti-
cally understand that conseguence.

Specifically, these are my initial requests;

1. Someone in authority, either your Attorney
General or Nazi Crimes Division should on
record that; as a matter of national policy,
duty to its citizens and memory of its mur-
dered brethern, the State of Israel is indeed
responsible and dedicated te the proposition
of bringing to justice known war criminals who
committed atrocities against the Jewish people
in World War 1I.

2. That the Government of Israel goes on
record, through its authorized spokesman, in
considering Dr. Dehring as such a war criminal
and an enemy of the Jewish people.



o

3. That the Govermment of Israel will do what-
ever is necessary and within its power to bring
Dr. Dehring to task.

Without this basic position we are fooling ourselves.

Beyond this basic position my very able Seliciter

Mr. Kaufman, will then work out a bill of partlcuiars
with your authorized representative as the situation
progresses and requires,

If you feel that you personally are not in a position
to adequately present this message to those qualified
to make the decision then please turn it over to
someone who is. Time is a dominating factor. The
immediate presentation teﬁz:?per authorities and
their hasty decision will be appreciated.

Warmest regards,

Leon Uris

Yohanan Beham
Cffice of the Frime Minister
Jerusalem, Israel






‘World Jewish Congress 55, New Cavendish Streel,
Department of Internalional Affairs London W.1.

ALE/NK/TA 1st November, 1962,

Rabbi Herbert Friedman,
Accadia Hotel,
Tel Aviv, Israel.

Dear Herbert,

You may be interested ‘o see the
enclosed copy of 2 letter which I received this
morning from Mr. Uris.

#ith kind recards,

Yours sincerely.

Lr

A. L., Easterman
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World Jewish Congress : 55, New Cavendish Streetl,
Deparlment of International Affairs & o London, W.1.

—

ALE/NK/IA 31st October, 1962.

Rabbi Herbert Friedman,
Accadia Grand Hotel,
Tel Aviv, Israel.

Dear Herbert,

I have just received your note of 28th October for
which thanks.

Since you were not favoured with a copy of Uris'
letter to Beham, I enclose one herewith. so that you should
not be tempted to regard your adjectival description of
Mr, Uris as a British, or even an American, understatement.

As you suggested, I asked Nahum to let Kaufman
explain the case, and I even sent him a note®summarising ° <oy +Geo
it, with a view of getting some fimancial assistance for tncloned
Uris' defence.

Nahum did not feel at all well disposed and, in
fact, said that he did not want to get involved in such a
matter.

You may get better results if and when you talk to
him in Israely T feel I have done all that I can do.

I shall be glad to hear further from you.
With warm regards,
Yours sincerely,

A. L. Easterman












‘World Jewish Congress 55,New Cavendish Streel,
Depariment of International Affairs London W.1.

ALE/NK/TA 23rd October, 1962.

Rabbi Herbert Friedman,
Jewish Agency, Persona
Jerusalen.

Dear Herbert,

You may have received or seen a letter sent by
your friend, Mr. Uris., to Mr. Johanan Beham of the Prime
Minister's Office in Jerusalem. 1 received a copy of
this letter without any covering note.

I enclose a copy of letter I have sent to
Mr. Beham in reply to Mr. Uris' effusion.

It is best for me not to make an?gcomment on the
content and tone of what he has written to Mr. Beham
concerning my part in the legal proceedings taken by
Dr. Dering against him and his London publishers.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

A. L. Easterman



ALE/NK/IA 23pd October, 1962,

h. 'm B“.

Office of the Prime Minister,
Jerusalem,

Israel,

Dear Mr, Beham,

P M.zummumqmmumu
° . s' statements concerning me, except
are completely without foundatien, I venture
you may perhaps know, that my posi
Jewish 1ife are suffici welleknown to
unjustified and ungracious are Mr, Uris' allegations. I need
enly say that I velunteered and have done my best to help
Mr. Uris to protect his interests in this
him in defending the libel action against him.

Mr.

Notwiths Uris* unwarranted attack on
my bona fides, I do not intend to withdraw or to qualify the
reconmendation I have made that, in the special circumstances,
Nr, Uris should be financially ass
action against him,

;
:
.i.
3
5

?.
:
:
2
4

Yours sincerely,

A, L. Easterman,
Director.



KAUFMAN & SEICAL

SOLICITORS

COMMISSIONERS FOR OATHS 72 NEW CAVENDISH STREET

S. KAUFMAN, LL. M. LONDON - W-1
H.C.SEICAL M.A. [OxON).

EDCAR LEVY, LL.B.

in reply pleese quote: - K.2066.

TELEPHONES' LANGCHAM 3303 (3 LINES)
LANGCGHAM 0997 (4 LINES When telephoning

TELEGRAMS! KAUFLAW, WESDO, LONDON please ask for
CABLEGRAMS: KAUFLAW, LONDON, W1

Mr... S

22nd October, 1962,

BY ATR MATL,

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL,

Herbert Friedman, Esg,,
c/o H. Vinitsky,
Jewish Agency,

P.0.B. 92,

Jerusalem,

ISRAEL,

Dear Mr, Friedmsn,
URIS & OTHERS ATS., DERING,

I refer to my letter to you of the 16th instant with which
I enclosed an extract from a2 statement of evidence, I overlooked
that owing to our very striet Rules concerming comment on 2 case
which is sub judice the extract from the statement of evidence should
have been headed "Confidential; not to be gquoted or mentioned to the
Press.,” I am sure that in any event you would treat the extract in
this manner, but our Rules are strict to the effect that all document-
ation mist actually bear those words, May I, therefore, ask you
kindly to insert the words on the extract I sent you and please con-
firm to me that you have done so, I am sorry to put you to this
further trouble when you have been so kind as to agree to use your
good offices,

Kindest personal regards,
Yours sincerely,
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About two days later I was busy working in the Block
on some recent fever cases that had come in with a new Dutch
Jewish transport. I learned that some of the Greek girls
in the Block, the teenagers, had been fetched that day from
the Block and that they had sereamed and tried to hide. I
heard nothing of these screams at the time. I learned that
the whole situation had been handled by Margit and an S.S.
woman. They told me that the Greek Jewish girls had been
taken to Block 21 opposite where there was a surgical theatre.
I could do nothing and did not know for what purpose they
had been taken there but I was suspicious and very uneasy.
A few minutes later DR. SCHUMANN came to the Block. I was
in the corridor. He said, "Come with me". I left the
Block with him. He was in uniform. He led me across the
road to Bloek 21. As I antereg Block 21 I heard female
screaming and I heard the Greek word for mother called out.
I entered the annexe to the theatre with DR. SCHUMANN. I
saw one of the Greek girls from Block 10 being held by two
orderlies in the position for a spinal injection on a special
couch. She was screaming. There were one or two other
Greek girls present. I saw DR. DERING washing his hands at
a basin in the room. He was wearing a white coat, a surgiecal
cap and mask. I recognised him at once. DR. SCHUMANN told
me in DR. DERING'S presence that I should calm these girls.
He then left leaving me in the annexe with the Greek girls,
the orderlies and DR. DERING and no one else. I then spoke
to DR. DERING. I said, "Look, do you realise that these girls
have had irradiation gquite recently"™, because I thought at
that time that he, DR. DERING, might not knmow that fact. He
said, "I know all about it." I then asked him, "What are you
doing®?" He replied, "What do you think, I am doing ovariectony
(that is, removal of the ovaries.) I said, Why are you doing

this, the wound will never heal because of this irradiation?"



DR. DERING then took the syringe and injected novoecaine
spinally into the girl. This he did in a way that showed me
that he had great experience in this because he found the
right place for the injection in a matter of seconds which is
not an easy thing to do. The orderlies then carried the
girl into the theatre and put her on the operating table.

DR. DERING put on his gloves. The girl was still screaming.
She was strapped on to the table. The table was tilted at

an angle of about thirty degrees litopotomy position with the
patient's head downwards. The patient was conscious but
would have had no feeling from the waist down. DR. DERING
proceeded to make abdominal incisions telling me to keep the
girl quiet. I was then seated at the girl's head. I said
to DR. DERING, "What do you think you are doing; this is a
young girl; she has already had irradiation on the ovary so
why do you operate?" He cut the peritoneum; he put a
forceps to lift up the uterus. He then put a forceps between
the tube and the ovary and cut off the ovary (one only) and
put it in a specimen basin beside him. He did this with
considerable speed and I had never seen it done before so
guickly. He failed to put in stitches in the proper surgical
manner on the ovarian vessels and did the stitching in a
rough and ready manner. I noticed that he failed to secure
the stitching and I then realised that the way he had done it
would mean that there would probably be a haemorrhage later
and possibly a loss of life. At that moment I said to DR.
DERING, "You will have an internal haemorrhage here and
peritonitis." At that he replied, "Look, you have no idea
about this at all. I have already performed hundreds of these
operations.” I replied, "How is that possible - in these
conditions prevailing in this camp; then you are just killing
these girls." To this he replied, "I have done thousands

of operations in the camp - gastrectomy, ovariotomy,

2.



appendectony and removal of the male testicles. Do you
realise that I can do as many as sixty removal of the testicles
in one day?" I asked him, "Does anyone recover after these
operations?" He made no reply. I am able to say that the
removal of ovary that I had just seen took about ten minutes.
The first girl was then removed and DR, DERING went and gave
the spinal injection for the second girl who was also
screaming, and without washing his hands proceeded to do the
second operation in the same manner as the first. I told
him, "You kmow, you are really operating on these girls as if
they were corpses.” By this time he was not speaking to me
and made no reply.

He had notes on his table beside him and he seemed to
Inow which ovary to remove in each case, right or left.
Throughout there was an assistant with him. I did not know
who he was. I then saw some ten or twelve girls operated on
then and there by DR. DERING in the same manner and in the
same time for each girl. These girls were being brought
over from Block 10 one by one. When the girls with the
irradiation burns were brought in I said to DR. DERING, "Leave
them alone. They are suffering enough already from the
burns.” He replied, "Shut up; I have my orders. They will
kill me - I have to do it."™ He then continued with these
operations. I said, "What am I to do with these girls if
they develop an internal haemorrhage in the night?" He
answered me, "Don't worry, mothing will happen." Then they
brought in the Greek girl who I knew as Bella, the one who had
the operation scar on the abdomen. I asked DR. DERING, "I
suppose you have already removed one ovary here, you are not
going to make this girl a female eunuch, are you?" He replied,
"Phat's not your business." He did the operation for removal
of ovary on Bella in the same manner as on the other girls.

The whole time I was in the theatre was about three hours.

3.



Each operation took about ten minutes. I got the impression
that the whole procedure was highly organised and had been
done by DR. DERING many times before so that he could do it
with no waste of time and as a regular routine. Everything
was organised and done with speed.

He did each of the ten or twelve operations at that time
in the same manner and made the same defective surgical
stitching of the vessels and without covering the ' pedicle
with peritoneal flap in each case. I was there until the
last girl was operated upon and I returned to Block 10 with
the last one.

As a doctor I can say that there were no proper
sterilisations of the instruments used by DR. DERING and no
washing of his hands or changing of the gloves or of the
surgeon's clothes between each operation. I am able to say
that these operations were carried out in a modern well=-
equipped theatre with plenty of instruments of the best kingd.
The S.S. had obtained instruments and equipment from the
prisoner doctors coming from all over Europe and who had
since been exterminated. The S.5. had everything in the
medical order that could be desired.

I formed the impression that DR. DERING was so confident
of his position in the camp and so certain that I would in the
normal way be exterminated particularly as a "secret carrier"
having seen these operations that he was not worried in the
least about my attitude to him or about what I said. He
t0ld me at this time that the purpose of the experiments was
%o irradiate the ovaries and then to remove one ovary from
each patient to see the effect of the irradiation upon the
ovary, the ovary being sent to the laboratories for that purpcse
I am not aware of any medical purpose whatsoever in such

experiments. No decent doctor in the world experiments in
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this manner upon human beings against their will. I must say
that the S.S.doctors in the camp were of an extremely low
standard of medical proficiency and that DR. DERING was
because of this, in a position, as a surgeon, gynaecologist

to instruct the S.S.doctors in the operations which I had
witnessed.

That night one of the Greek girls who had been operated
on by DR. DERING died in Block 10. In my view she died of
internal haemorrhage. I sat up with these girls all that
night. They were in great pain. I had only a limited
supply of morphia but I used it all on them. The girl died
some four to five hours after the operation by DR. DERING.

She was about sixteen years of age. The second girl died
after twenty-four hours from the operation. I tried to get
hold of DR. DERING to come to Block 10 that night and later
but he did not come or send any message. The third girl

died some three days after DR. DERING'S operation. On about
the fifth day every wound in the surviving girls was wide open
and the tissues could no longer heal being in a necrotic
condition.  The smell was terrible. We had to isolate these
girls in the bloeck. We had only paper bandages. Then I

did manage to get hold of DR. DERING. He came to the Block
on about the fifth day after the three girls had died. At
the time of his visit the wounds of the surviving girls were
open and smelling terribly. I showed him these girls and
their wounds and told him of the deaths of the three girls and
how and why they had died. I asked him, "What am I to do
with these other girls now - can you not give me something for
them?" He saw the open wounds in my presence but he said
nothing at all. He then left the Block. He never sent any

medical supplies or drugs for any of these girls at any time.

5.



World Jewish Congress 55, New Cavendish Streel,
Department of Inlernalional Affairs London W.1.

ALE/NK/IA - 16th October, 1962,

Rabbi Herbert Friedman,

Jewish Agency, Personal
Jerusalem, Israel.

Dear Herbert,

I enclose copy of the cable which I have
sent to Nahum, as we agreed.

I have heard from him that he is not
arriving in London until the afternoon of the 25th of this
month, and is due to leave for Israel on the afternoon of
the 27th.

I hope, therefore, that in this short
space of time he will be able to allot the one hour we
asked for.

#iith kind regards,
Yours sincerely,

A. L. Ea&.grman






KA'éMAN & SEIGAL

L7 SOLICITORS
COMMISSIONERS FOR OATHS 72 NEW CAVENDISH STREET
5. KAUFMAN, LL:M. LONDON - W-1
H. C.SEICAL, M A. (OXON).
EDCAR LEVY, LL B
TELEPHONES: LANGHAM 3303 :i E:E:} in reply please quicte:- K,2066,
TELEGRAMS  KAUFLAW, WESDO, LONDON When telephoning
CABLEGRAMS: KAUFLAW, LONDON %1 please ask for
v Kaufmn,
STRICTLY
CONFIDENTIAL, 16th October, 1962.

Herbert Friedman, Esq,,
c/o H. Vinitsky,
Jewish Agency,

pr,0.B, 92,

Jerusalem,
ISRAEL,

Dear Mr, Friedman,
URIS & OTHERS ATS, DERING

. Further to our meeting on Saturday,
I have pleasure to enclose a copy of my letter

of yesterday's date to Mr, Easterman, I hope
to see Dr, Goldmann on his arrival in this
country and I shall then send you a further
report.

In the meantime, I desire to thank
you and your colleagues for the attitude which
you have adopted in relation to this matter,

Yours sincerely,




Pctober 12, 1962

Dear Yohanan:

lthaugh you are the recipieat of record of this
latter u’ﬁ addressed to your ﬁm. the
World Jewish Comgress and all interested
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Our two chief Barristers, Gerald CGardner and Colcnel

Draper. are men of consc¢ience incensed over

atrocities outraged that he has bem a Brit h
subject, , Al hneji.mtgftheugm:llmm
mtl:my‘ are coming us at greatly reduced
fees in the name of human justice.

We have been warned that the path we have chosen is
risky and ecostly. Rarely do individuals or even
great corporations fight such a case when there is
an alternative of 'buying out' with an apology and
a2 few thousand dol.hrs.

1 have no aspirations to become a martyr. I am not
defendin in the name of the Jewish people. I
am fight thh case for ¢ |

Uris, al.m

Because oL

Now, let us examine the mt upaet. A certain officer

of the World Jewish London sought me out
smralweek:aoto mumammme

of the “public clm:ac&r of the case and
further sought me to get separate counetl because
ny interests and those of Kimber might be different.

In other words he intimated that Kimber would go the
way & publisher goes and I should look at it from
the broad Jewish viewpoint. . I suggested that I
would be hap gy to front it because of its interna-
tional Jewish importance, but that the full defense
was beyond my means. I then asked for the World
Jewish COngress to join forces with me,

- After traveling from Los Ange lutoLmdon.mymri-

can attorney found it almnut. impossible
interview with this person and when he ﬂ.mf‘y did,
this person's explanation was that “Uris has made
millions from ixodus and is therefore obugaud to
defend the case in the name of world Jewry."

I should add one more thing. Earlier, when Kimber
appealed to him for files on Dehring they w:e never
sent., Only after I appointed Kaufman were the Congress
files tumed over.
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This negative equivocation appears to be also the .
genersl attitude of the State of Israel whose London
Embassy ignored the fact that 1 was in England al-
though fully advised of it,

This is my position, Yohanan, Leon Uris can and will
éefendlﬁn Ur:,li.a. Don't geg the tistakanlig:a that

I am ple or anything ranu%ene . ave
done what I believe tobe.ri%hgan' I will look my
Maker squarely in the eyes with a clear conscience.

1f World Je wishes to demand an accounting from
the ?ons:er slt':‘:empged toisteriliza tth as agh
people, they now have been given a channel throu
which to act, The voices oﬁﬂn dead call out from
their grave and rankle me., I cannot understand how
it can disturb you less. .

As ;.;:-nmst:nda 11;211 dezmdmnhammg;:d
wit means. s means we must by-pass tl
inmsttgtm and testimony of possibly another half
hundred people. It means we must get by with an
eight day trial instead of a five week trial.,
Furthermore, Amicus Curiae not exist in England.
However, money exists and is understood. If world
Jewry wants an answer I must be given the resources
to put on extra investigators, to travel an

at any time to track down every clue, and then to
bring a small army to the witness box against Dehring.

Herbert Friedman has shown interest. He will try te
re-open matters with both the Congress and your
%ove:-me. nt. Remember, he speaks for Jewry, not me,
realize there are certain 'technicalities' that can
be hinged upon and 'rationalized' to stand clear of
involvement in a civil actiom against an individual
in a British ecourt. However, s 'technicalities'
were overlooked in Sinai, in bringi Eichmann to
Justice; and in booting Soblem out of Israel.

I am not a leader of the Jewish people nor do 1 pre-
tend to aet as their spokesman. It is up to you to
decide if Dr. Dehring has offended the Jews as a

people.

I have made my decision about Leon Uris and I ask you
for nothing. It is now up to you to make yours.

Sincerely, Yohanan Beham

Office of the Prime Minister

Jerusalem, Israel

Leon Uris
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COPY LETTER WRITTEN BY KAUFMAN & SEIGAL
72 NEW CAVENDIER‘#S-TREET LONDON -W -1

"Many of these operations were performed without the use of

an anesthetie. Dr. Dehring, Professor Clauberg's assistant

and one of the surgeons of the camp, was latér apprehended,
had performed a record number of 17,000 operations of which

He
16,500 were in the nature of pseudoscientific experiments, A

Pole, he left Germany a the Nazi debacle and joined the
Anders Army., He was 4 to he post of surgeon at the
Polish Army hospital at England, where he worked

E
E
g
:
:
:
:
:
|

regard to earlier publications he assumed that the charges were admitted

(5) In relation to the present libel proceedings, Mr.
Uris has two poesible alternative courses of action opem t0 himie

(a) He can comply with Dering's demmds, which are that the
Defendants should pay him a comparatively minor amount of
damages (£7,000 has been mentioned) and should
in open court, making a statement that all Defendants are
completely satisfied that the charges are quite unfounded.

JConteueses
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COPY LETTER WRITTEN BY KAUEMAN & SEIGAL
72 NEW CAVENDISH SrREET LONDON -W-1

prepared to allocate the sum of £5,000 to the defence, The publishers
concerned are a comparatively smll firm and £5,000 is therefore a very
considerable sum for them, but the very fine gentleman who is the
proprietor of the firm of publishers feels so deeply concerning the matter
that he is prepared to take this course of action, Incidentally, the
gentleman is of the Christian faith,

(9) In strict confidence, Mr. Uris (despite all appearances
to the contrary) is not a wealthy man, It is true that some of his books
have had a considerable financial success but the degree of research
required in their preparation has proved very costly, and the operation of
taxation has made his final net financisl results quite limited, The film
"EXODUS" has not hitherto yielded any substantial returns. This case is
in effect another "Eichmann trial" and it appears to me that ethically it
would be quite wrong to leave Mr. Uris to bear unaided (apart from the
publishers' contribution of £5,000 mentioned above) the whole burden of a
case which he i= only defending on moral grounds. I plu:hhthl
difficulties in finding an appropriate source fm the defence might
be financed, but I have no hesitation in saying tha tb:lnkl is a duty on
m-mum:mwummmumtm

[ 10 Immmmwh.mumuumm but I

feel that it should be wm:l.n:l.mttu. I am aware that the
publication of the noval " succeeded in arcusing the interest of Jews
in the Diaspora to such an e that fund contributions were enormously

increased as a direet result, Furthermore, Mr. Uris spoke at many fund-
raising meetings in the United States which were very well attended as a
result of his participation, and it is fair to say that very considerable
additional sums were contributed as a result. He has deserved well of the
Jewish people, and it is not wrong to ask that when he is trying to strike
another blow for the Jewish people on moral grounds that the Jewish
communities should come forward to help him., The extent of the assistance
must be a matter left to the discretion of the Jewish authorities, but to be
of any real assistance it is obvious from the above account that a substantial
sun is under consideration,

There is attached to this letter a passage from a signed statement
of evidence which has already been cbtained, and we have every reason to
believe that the further statements of evidente will support these charges to
the full, If youdesire further statements from potential witnesses, these
can of course be supplied,

Finally, I should be happy to see you and Dr. Nahum Goldmamn to give
eny further information which either of you may require,

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) S, KAUFMAN,



May 9, 1962

¥r, Leon Uris

5078 Amestoy Avenue
Tnoino, California
Dear Lee,

The Pnglish version is beautiful, I can't understand how
Doubleday did it sc badly in compariscn.
thunduthruuphnntmonlhatmm
autograph them as follows: (1) Sid and Ida, (2) Mickey and
Chelle, and (3) Max and Carol,

I'n leaving this evening for a ten day trip to Europe and
Isrsel and I'1l be in touch with you as soon as I get back.

Best wishes,

IBimm



April 25, 1962

Dear Irving:

Now that you have been double blessed with two
photographs, we will double bless you with two
apies of Exodus Revisited. Under separate cover

I am sending you the British edition of Exodus
Revisited. Because you are one of those who

was the most keenly disappointed with the American
edition, I thought you particularly would like to
see what has been done in Europe. All of the
European editions have been printed and bound in
Germany with a number of translations into English,
French, German, Dutch, Swedish and I have also
signed contracts for Italian and Danish with a
good possillity of a Spanish market too.

I think you ean make yourself a very, very good

deal on ExodusRevisited. In faect, the Exodus Book
Store would love to sell them to you for about

$2.49 per copy plus postage. Does that sound appeal-
ing? If so, let me know and I'll autograph every
last one of them.

Iet me know if' you want this 'specialized Exodus
Book Store service'!.as we don't have that many
copies on hand and will have to scratch around for
them.

Rena 1s going on television this Sunday on KNXT,
Channel 2 with a partial reading, but as I under-
stand it, it is only a local show called Insight
put on by the Jewish University here.

I turned down a national show as I did not exactly
like the manner in which the Board of Rabbis approached
me.

You're getting Exodus and Mila 18 with my compliments.
Of course, there's never a charge for books to you
personally. I'm getting along famously with Ernie
Michel although he doesn't buy as many books from us
as you did, however, he's spending a lot of money



pushinz Rena.

Incidentally, while I'm thinking of it, Bantam Books
has put out a 75¢ edition and would be most keen on
making a mass deal if you saw fit. In my opinion,
the Bantam edition is a far better reproduction Jjob
than the Doubleday work. Of course, a paperback
edition would not be suitable for top leadership,
but perhaps you might find a place to get rid of a
few thousand here and there.

Warmest regards from all of us to you and Judy.
As ever,

L

y e

uris
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Mp. Irving Bernstein ™° Carl Sobin PATE Apr., 18,1962
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Henry Bernstein asks me to thank you for your
attempt to get Leon Uris for us on the dates we gave
you, He would still like to get Uris here, though,
possibly during the summer televhone sessions, and so
he wonders whether you could ask Uris just when he
will be in the eiby next. In such a case we would try

to arrange a special date for him.
I
(_c’uve

JEWISH APPEAL OF GREATER NEW YORK . 220 WEST 58+h STREET



April 24, 1962

¥y, Leon Uris

Eneino, California

Dear lLee:
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April 13, 1962

Dear Irving:
Have two.

I signed the sexy one of me sitting on my porch,
(as you always remember me), but the writing does
not come out too clearly, so you can have my grim
intellectual author pose for free.

I am enclosing a letter to Yael Dayan, whom I under-
stand is in youriarea now. Please see that she gets
it.

Rena Waxman 1s going just like gangbusters on this
thing. We will be deing a segment of it on natlonal
television and it is my hunch that it's goclng to take
hold and there will be the continuing popular demand
for the reading.

God love, as ever,

A

P.S. Written with one foot in the station wagon en
route to Squaw Valley.
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KZCEIVED
APR 5-1962
{15 . i | m
o ] i
: i fi%i oan
April 3, 1962 ].' _ —
-,
ANSWLRED .
Dear Irving: g&;i-

Tharnks for your communication of March 30th. My JHldehel
plans run something like this. As you know, I have})ag r
taken the Long Beach meeting for Ernie Michal. I

will make an appearance at the Ghetto Uprising ﬁkr
Memorial Services in May and I owe Bonds a speech 1 @
Portland which I promised a couple of years ago and

will probably take that this fall. Other than that,

I do not anticipate any speeches this year or any

travel to the East.

As you probably know by now, Israel Blumenfeld has
passed away and thils is a terrible personal blow to
me as well as moral obligibions toward the family, I
also feel obligated fo work with Histadrut for a
suitable memorial for him. It is too early to ascer-
tain what that memorial will be, but for the most part
I will be tied up by Histadrut for most of next year's
appearances working in behalf of this.

At the present moment, I simply could not 1lnvite
another commitment. The book is going well, but it is
both long and involved and difficult and until I start
seeing daylight at the end of the trail, I Just can't
overextend myself.

I'm getting along very well with Ernie Michal and look
forward to a long and rewarding relationship with him.

Iet me know if you are coming this way before I go
thataway.

Thanks for The good news about the reaction on the post
cards. Rena 1s really catching on with her reading out
here., It's a shame you aren't doing likewise in the East.

Warmest regards, as ever,

A

(e



Hareh 30, 1962

Rr.lﬂnrh
5078 inestoy Avenpe
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| Your ever lovin' buddy,
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March 14, 1962 =

Dear Irving,

I still think of you as my "agent" and tnought
you might be interested in this reaction from
the Jewish News in Denver.

At this writing I have been to Oskland, Denver

and Tuscon and I have found it to be all a most

rewarding experience. I finally cut Leon's
material down to 32 minutes and it really does
pack a wallop. I do hope the experiment will
indeed "balloon" as you once said.

Ernie Michel is a fine; sensitive person and
a delight to work with.

Hore all is going well for you in the big city

and that UJA has its finest campaign ever. It
is really very exciting to be a part of 1it.

Cordially,

T\;,Mﬁ l\g k VUV G

441 S. Fairview St.
Burbank, Calif.

Jﬁf' h{gé&fl

r&‘,’z//b
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inady (1 dse  uner:- | organizat or”

to enc Egypt's Suez| Charles Gaidberg, new (v elevt-
geinst laraeit ship- od Altied Council presirlent who
pa ! other natiuns was chatrman of the ‘ud ta
e, vAdited Campaigns, whl the wr

plion of the smunigran
HELPED
“In the Mosdm wountriez we
ve programd wl’ medical care,
eeding, chikld care, vouthh actiy-
1y, cash geants educational pro-
A vopational training

Iriga ey Y Cyildberg said. “The
TufA vivy glve atd COUO00 =em,
worhell ant! chudren n 28 eoun-
tries, This in necessary beruise
there are ANy IMUUEranis of
previous migralions wha are not
vet self-gullicient and many
Lhandicapped aged and siek who
st need help

“Lives depend on our ability
tc raise thix extra maney, We
have already helped rescue and
resetile one milllon refugees in
lsrael, ana several  hundred
thousands 1n othier countrics as
well, We Lave heen the miracle
niskers of vur generation. As we
embark on the rescus of wur
second million rofugees, we are
agein asked to perform s nmir-
sele. We ot do It We mus* not
fni] ™

Ur. Adolpt Kiecler, honorery
president of the Allbed Coourell,
announced the campsign would
be proceced by n corien of par'ar
rectinge und priva't luncheons

(Crrtinord an Page 3
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Your homesick buddy,



March 6, 1962

Dear Irv:
Thanks for your letter of March 2nd.

I had heard from Evelyn that she was going to South
America, however, she falled to mention one small
thing, that she is getting married. I also under-
stood it that she would be back in June. Perhaps

she 1s Just playing house, but I do agree that at
this Jjuncture it would be exceedingly difficult to
break in a new actress and also think that any plans
with Evelyn would be highly unreliable at this point.

In the correspondence which I had from her and my own
'sense of smell' for UJA pelitics, I could see this
confusion coming up all the way from Los Angeles.

In my humble opinion, Evelyn should have already done
two or three meetings and the readings should have
been well launched.

The comments that I heard from her on Rena's tape

was the automatic comment on any thing which has to

do with UJA, that it's 'teo long'. The second comment
I heard from our beloved Rabbl was that it won't work
with Eastern audlences and more such assinine things.

It must be remembered that I did not ask to write this
for the UJA, and secondly the guy who wrote it for
you didn't come over on a banana boat last week. I
find New York's attitude particularly insulting. Un-
less these gentlemen are clairvoyant, I don't see how
in the hell they could pass a Jjudgment without seeing
this thing done under one or two different sets of
circumstances. It's just a plain fact that they have
been running meetings a certain way for so many decades
that they have narrow-tunnel vision. This must be
triply true in the light of the tremendous success we
had in Denver.

I am absolving you from any unpleasant part of all this
because I know how you've stood on the whole matter and

am rather grateful that your counter-part out here,



D

Ernie Michal, not only thinks the same you do of the
reading, but 1is doing something about it.

Undoubtedly I would consider a meeting or two in
conjunction with the reading in the East, however,

I think that the show of good faith has to come from
New York now. If New York wishes to prove that they
are not as narrow-minded as I think they are, then
they will go ahead and book Rena Waxman in the E st
for a series of appearances after which I will make
my own Jjudgment on wether I want to come East and
speak or not.

Hope that all personally is going real well with
you. My affection to your family.

A

ur%ﬁ/\h
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Mareh 2, 1962

Mr, Leon Uris

5078 Amestoy Avenue

Encino, Californis

Dear Lee:

It was @ great idea and it would have worked but unfortunately
nlthrdum“,
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February 26, 1962
(Iduut-d Pebruary 23)

am
in the yrocess of trying to get together with her, 5he is
apparently working as a hosteass in a night elub or a restaurant
and is rarely at home, but I will keep trying.
Best wishes,

As ever,

IB:mm
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¥ebruary 26, 1962
(dictated February 23)

¥iss Evelyn Bumn
311 East 50th Street
New York, N, Y.
Dear Tvelyn:

I've been trying to reach you but no one answers the phone.
Therefore, this note to you,

Please call me so that we may get together shout the recording.
Best wishes.

Sincerely,

Irving Bernstein



co:HAF

February 21, 1962

Best to Betty.

IB:mm
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February 16, 1962 : fég}?b/ :
|

[AHSHERED B e 334 .
Dear Irving: ééffﬁT,
Plachel

I suppose by now Ernie Michal has relayed to you the 7
electrifying event in Denver. Although there was MF

not an actual nose count, I should say there were | 7. ../
in the neighborhood of two thousand people in the hal Y
topping by at least 30 or 40% the speech I gave there

a few years back with Yigal Allon. ATM

They were Jammed in the corridor and outside sanding
room only.

Rena poured it on and about half way through the
reading the tears were running like open faucets
throughout the audience. Charles Goldberg, the
general chairman, was so excited by the results and
impact of the reading that he 1s going to put it on
the agenda of the regional:-conference in Palm Springs,
as a'must! just before collections.

I know you will be happy about all this because it
is in a large measure your brain child and certainly
will justify your departure from standard procedures.

I understand that you have fimlly made contact with
Evelyn Bunn. I hope to hear from you that the first
meetings are already lined up,

I may be in New York for several days in or about
BEaster 1n order to tie up some business with my pub-
lisher. If I definitely set the trip, I would not
rule out the possibllity of making a speech 1n a city
on the East Coast. Iet me write to you further about
all this when I have heard again from Doubleday.

Warmest wishes, as ever,

/I
o

i
/ ,/<\ £l
uris

(s
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February 20, 1962

ANSWERED A+,

Would you be so kind as to drop a note to Mr.
Willis Wing, 24 East 38th Street, New York 16,
New York, when you have some bookings for Evelyn
Bunn. He 1is very interested in working up a
commercial LP recording, using the Mila reading
on one side and the former Exodus reading on the
other side.

Dear Irving:

I received your communications. Why don't you
write to me at home as the mail will reach me
a few days faster.

Warmest regards, as ever,
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February 1, 1962

Dear Irving: :

Wechel
By now you must have the full report of Ernie‘%f5f /”:
Michel's enthusiasm over Rena's reading. Unde 4 KL
what was obviously less than ideal circumstances,
the results seem to be nothing less than sensa-
tional. Bearinz in mind that she will get better
as she goes on and be working under more ideal
conditions most of the time, this whole thing
should be enormously effective.

Ipersonally would like to see a few things working
for Evelyn Bunn. In the first place, there should
be a canned introduction straight out of National
UJA Headquarters. In addition to listing all credits
of the actress herself, it shodd be both stated

at the time of the introduction and in all the ad-
vance publicity that this 1s a specially prepared
reading for Evelyn Bunn from Mila 18 by me. This
did not seem to come throuzh too well at the Oakland
meeting and until a good way into the meeting the
listeners were somewhat in the dark about what they
were hearing.

Secondly, I think to heizhten the dramatic effect
that all lizhts should be turned out and a spotligzht
on the rostrum and the rostrum light to magnatize
attention to the actress. This was done in Oakland
ad probably will be done in all west coast meetings
and I think this should gzo out in all advance in-
formation to the New York meetings so that the chalr-
man can plan on it.

Thirdly, I think that the reading should be used in

a specific position, and that position should be
rizht before the pitch for funds. Until the reading
zets a reputation on its own, it would be criminal

to hold it till last especially if there is a long
collection and a lot of oratory. Also, I think that
we both went into this thing for the 'ultimate payoff!
at the boxoffice and I think your ultimate payoff

is zoing to be to have collections immediately after



the reading when we hope the tablecloths willl be
covered with tears.

I'1]l report to you firsthand how it all went in
Denver. I hope by the time this letter reaches
you that you will have heard Rena's tape and

have in hand the revised manuscript and will have
established communication lines with Evelyn and
have her first meetinzs booked.

One last thing, Irving, please don't tamper with
the length for the time being. It's cut down to
about 32 minutes, but it has to be something that
the actress must play with herself against audlence
reaction and of course the most effective arzument
is that everybody who heard 1t in Oakland was gzlued
to thelir seats for the entire length of the read-
ing and you could have heard a pin drop. It is
very tight now and you stand in danger of hurting
something essential by tryilng to save five or six
minutes that you really don't need anyhow.

Let me hear from you about all this.
With affection,



W
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February 5, 1962

¥Mr, Leon Uris

nw Ine.

1438 No, Gower Street
Rollywood 28, California
Dear Lee,

Thanks for Rena's new script; it sounds great. Ernie was
very much impressed with it at Oaklard.

I met with Evelyn and she seems ready, willing and able.
As soon as I have the new tape I will pass it on to her
and then we'll see how it works out.

Beat to Betty.

Sincerely,

Irving Bernstein



January 24, 1962

/
Dea#/&rving:

Here is & copy of Rena's shortened script. I've
also sent one to Evelyn Bunn. By the time this
reaches you I should have in my hands a tape of
the reading in Oakland. Ernie promises me he will
make copies and pass them along to you immediately.

Well, heré's hoping.
All the best,




January 22, 1962

Dear Herb:

Irving Bernstein and Tim Seldes both have advised
me that the copy for the mail piece has been cleared
up by you for which I extend my thanks.

We had a farewell lunch for Irving today. I attended
it with a feeling of a great sense of loss. Out

of all the people I have met in this mess which has
taken place for the past three or four years, you

and Irving are the two I am hopeful for retaining

as lifelong friends.

All the best, as ever,

<A

P.S. I met Ernie Michel and it looks like we're
going to get along real well.
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Rabbi Herbert Freldman Lua)
UJA

165 West 46th Street X
New York 36, New York

January 3, 1961

Dear Herb: - : " i _‘{':“

I have received a ietter fram my editor at
Doubleday, Mr, Timothy Seldes, upon return
from vacation indicating there is a mis-
understanding on the mail piece for Mila 18. .

If you will recall, during your last Qnip oL
Los Angeles we communicated by phone and agreed
upon several things. Firstly, I read you the
copy for the mailer and secondly, we both
thought it would be best if yau—and Mr. Seldes
handled the matter directly .and not go through
Ray lLevy. _ . T :

Tim Seldes tells me now that he has been unable
to contact you, that he is foreed to deal-with
Ray, and apparently Ray is getting rather belli-
cose on the copy for the mailer.

Inasmuch as these things are & direct contra-
dietion to our agreement, I would appreciate 1t
if I am advised by return letter that you per-
sonally have called Mr. Seldes and gquickly
straightened the matter out so that by the time
your letter reaches me the mail pieces are well
into production.

The date 1is getting rather late and for obvious
reasons we can not let the matter drift or be-~
come enmeshed in conversation.

All the best from our house to your house for the
new year.

As ever,

uris



 January 24, 1962

Miss Enlynha
Apt.

311 lllt 50th Street
Hew Tork, New York

therefore, mldmhhuttmmldunndm
office, mu'r.:soo.tomnmm

I have with me a tape of the dramatization as done by an actress
utuMMMwthtom

mmurmtoumrmm.

Sincerely yours »

Irving Bernstein
Assistant Executive Vice-Chairman



January 7, 1962

Dear Irving:

Thanks very much for your letter of January 3rd.
In case we miss connections somehow or another,
let me give you the name and phone number of the
actress in New York whom I'm sure you will be
pleased to interview. Incldentally, I would like
to have a copy of Rena Waxman's tape and also

a copy of the tape cut by the actress 1n New York.
Her name ‘is Miss Evelyn Bunn, 311 East 50th St.,
Apt 2G and her phone number is ELdorado 5-3122.
Please try to make a little time so we can zet
together on oné-of -your trips out here and con-
gratulations (I think).

As ever,

J"("I :
i}f”'/ &/ z}' ’
-~ - P
|jl:‘ l ' K’ﬂxﬂ (/h/
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UMITED JEWISH APPEAL, INC.

To

From

Subject

165 WEST 46th STREET
NEW YORK 36, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

Date April 21, 1961

Mr, Herbert A, Friedman
Arthur Fishzohn

Leon Uris -- Cleveland, O,

Leon Uris, as you know, was in Cleveland for us on“#pril 19th and stayed
over for part of yesterday. He did a wonderful job,

dim Jaffe, the professional in charge of the Welfare Fund's publicity
program, informed us that the agenda on April 19th included the following:

9:00 A,li, - Press Interview
11:00 A,H, - Radio Interview
12:00 Hoon - TV Interview

1:00 P.M. - Lunch

2:30 P, = TV Interview

6:00 P.l. = Separate Interview for "The Plain Dealer"
6:30 P, - Leadership Reception at the Carter Hotel
7:30 P.M, - C,0, Dinner

Uris was the only major speaker at the Dimmer and there was very little
other business except for a few short reports and 10 minutes devoted to
an award to a young leader. They had a erowd of over 500 men and women
which is something of a record, Jaffe said this is one of the finest
meetings Cleveland has ever had and that Uris was absolutely terrifie,
extremely cooperative and extraordinarily well received. After it was
all over, he went out with some of the folks and seemed to enjoy himself
immensely.

On Thursday morning, April 20th, Uris had a 10:30 A.M, breakfast with
Zucker and Jaffe and then they took him to another Radio Station for an
11:15 A, M, Interview which was completed in just sufficient time for him

to make his flight home,

I sent him a Day Letter (copy attached) but I am sure you will want to
drop him a note in your own right,

AF:SH /

Ene,
ce: IB
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UNITED JEWISH APPEAL
165 W. 46 STREET, NEW YORK

APRIL 21, 1961

MR, LEON URIS
5078 AMESTOY AVENUE
ENCINO, CALIFORNIA

CLEVELAND EXPRESSED THE ULTIMATE TO US IN ITS ENTHUSIASM FOR YOUR VISIT, NOT ONLY
FOR YOUR SPEECH BUT FOR THE IMPACT YOU MADE PUBLIC RELATIONS.WISE OVER A PERIOD
OF TWO DAYS, THANKS ENORMOUSLY FROM CLEVELAND, UJA AND

ce: HAF, IB



UNITED JEWISH APPEAL, INC.
165 WEST 46th STREET
NEW YORK 36, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM w

Date November 21, 1960

To Mr. Herbeyt A. Friedman
From Irving Bernstein

Subject LEON URIS

In reference to your call to Leon Uris, I learned today that the
question of "arms imbalance® was suggested to him by Si Kenen.
¢. Uris plans to discuss with you the degree of emphasis to be given
to this statement when you call him.

He will be arriving in New York on December 8th after a stop

en route in Independence, Missouri to present a copy of "EXODUS™
to Harry Truman for the Truman Library. At the preseat time, his
only appointment in New York is for lunch on December 10th with
Eleanor Roosevelts: #ris would like to see you on December Sth,

He is interested in learning from you when you call, whether you
were able to set up the appointment for him with Governor Rockefeller

and also to find out if you have any IV or other publicity plans for
him during his visit,

IB:btl

cc: SS - MP - AF - RL
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June 25, 1960

Dear Herb:

For your own personal and confiidential edification,
I am enclosing a set of the correspondence that
transpired between CBS,and myself in regards to
their TV show, "In The Presence of Mine Enemies."

Best wis

——




Telegram from Leon Uris to Dr. Frank Stanton, President, Columbia Broadcasting
System, New York, New York, dated May 19, 1960:

"MY DEAR DR. STANTON I AM INCENSED BY YOUR PLAYHOUSE 90 PRODUCTION
OF 'IN THE PRESENCE OF MINE ENEMIES'. I VIEWED WITH TOTAL DISBELIEF
AND REVULSION OF WHAT I CONSIDERED TO BE THE MOST DISGUSTING
DRAMATIC PRESENTATION IN THE HISTORY OF AMERICAN TELEVISION. ITIS
INCOMPREHENSIBLE TO ME THAT SUCH AN INSULT, SLANDER AND AFFRONT
WAS ALLOWED TO BE PERPETRATED UPON THE JEWISH PEOPLE BY PUBLICLY
THROWING MANURE ON THE GRAVES OF HALF A MILLION JEWS WHO WERE
MURDERED IN THE WARSAW GHETTO. THE HISTORIC INACCURACIES,
CARICATURE CHARACTERIZATIONS AND TOTALLY FALSE PLOT CONSTITUTE A
PITIFUL SHAM ON THE PUBLIC. THIS PRODUCTION COULD NOT HAVE BEEN A
LESS PERFECT PIECE OF NAZI APCLOGETICS IF IT HAD BEEN PRODUCED BY
JOSEPH GOEBEELS.

AS RECIPIENT OF THE SURVIVORS AWARD OF THE INTERNATIONAL ASSN. OF
JEWISH SURVIVORS OF CONCENTRATION CAMPS AND GHETTOS, I DEMAND
THAT THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM BURN THE NEGATIVE OF THIS
FILM AND PUBLICLY APOLOGIZE FOR THIS OUTRAGE.

(signed) LEON M. URIS"

Reply from Dr. Frank Stanton to Leon M. Uris, dated May 20, 1960.
"Dear Mr. Uris:

I am amazed by your extreme reaction to 'In The Presence Of Mine Enemies' and
I disagree with you completely.

Not only leading television critics, but responsible Jewish organizations and
individuals, do not share your views in any way. I believe that 'In the Presence
Of Mine Enemies' was an eloquent and moving drama about the nobility of the
human spirit and of the vietims in the Warsaw ghetto.

While we take full responsibility for broadcasting 'In The Presence Of Mine Enemies’,
1 am sharing your telegram and my reply with Rod Serling, the author; Peter
Kortner, the producer; and Fielder Cook, the director. In doing so, I want to

make it clear, however, that I do not believe they have any obligation to respond

to your intemperate protest.

Moreoever, I cannot restrain myself from expressing shock that an eminent
author would demand an action tantamount to book burning.

Yours sincerely,

(signed) Frank Stanton
Frank Stanton

Mr. Leon Uris
Encino, California

cc Messrs. Rod Serling
Peter Kortner
Fielder Cook



Reply to Dr. Stanton's May 20th, 1960 letter as sent by Leon M. Uris

June 1, 1860
"Dear Dr. Stanton:

Obviously, we are both too busy to continue this further. Yet, I am so
chagrined that everyone connected with 'In The Presence Of Mine Enemies'
is so completely oblivious of what they have done wrong that I must set my
own work aside and in the name of simple justice, explain the magnitude of
your blunder.

I write this letter not to fan a fire but in the sincere hope it will be studied
and in a spirit of mutual respect, accomplish some positive good. I humbly
submit that my words be scrutinized with care and if I am lengthy, please
bear with me out of deference to your kind acknowledgment of my
'eminence’, for I do believe you will see the enormous principle involved.

I have never before uttered a public condemnation. I am not on a crusade.
I deplore notoriety. It was with a heavy hear that I felt it necessary,
within the framework of my conscience, to attack a fellow writer,
particularly one whom I have held in esteem.

My research of the Jewish holocaust has been carried out over a five year
period on three continents. I have absorbed tens of dozens of volumes and
carried out hundreds of interviews including the full stories of most of the
major survivors of the Warsaw Ghetto. My studies have taken me into
Poland. I have been the guest of the Ghetto Fighters Kubbutiz in Israel on
several occasions. The International Association of Survivors has bestowed
upon me, their highest honor.

I list these partial qualifications so that you may know with reasonable
assurance that when I termed 'In The Presence Of Mine Enemies' as
outrageous, I knew what I was talking about.

I am certain that the Warsaw Ghetto and its uprising is a unique event in
human history and will continue to gain importance in the coming generations.
I was delighted when I discovered that CBS was bringing this theme to a
national television audience. Several weeks ago I tried to meet Mr. Serling
to view with him some newsreel film clips from the Ghetto and mainly, to

get acquainted with a writer whose work I have long admired.

I should like to believe that your comment that 'my views are not shared in
any way by responsible Jewish organizations, individuals and leading TV
critics' was made by you, with tongue-in-cheek. It was a deluge of phone
calls beginning half way through the program by those who did share my view
which was instrumental in triggering my telegram. They begged me, as an
authority on the subject, to protest.

Let me quote to you from only two of a multitude of columns from the east
and west, from responsible Jewish sources.

Dr. S. Margoshes of the Jewish Day, is considered the top columnist in the
Anglo/Jewish/Yiddish press. He says in part 'If there was a rabbi in

the Warsaw Ghetto who spoke like that, nobody ever heard of him...I suspect
he (Mr. Serling) has never seen a genuine Polish rabbi in his life...he

(Mr. Serling) has managed to display his ignorance of the Jewish folkways.



Polish self-sacrifice that CBS depicted simply did not exist...it was invented.'

Dorothy H. Rochmis writing in the California Jewish Voice was not so
restrained. Her column was headed 'For Shame, Rod Serling, et al," and
she goes on to say in part, 'You (Serling) wrote a criminal distortion. ..
how dare you, Rod Serling, water down the blood they bled?...but how can
one condemn someone (Serling) for being unfeeling? How does one accuse
the blind for not seeing, or the deaf for not hearing?'

Your letter to me failed to mention the protest that was sent to you by the
Association of Survivors, themselves, supporting my position.

We Jews have a centuries old tradition of accepting abuse quietly and not
raising a clamour by calling attention to the fact we are Jewish. You have
mistaken this passive characteristic and the lack of spontaneous uproar for
Jewish acceptance. 1 speak only for Leon Uris, but I know that the wast
majority of the Jewish viewers suffered mortification and humiliation and the
total majority who had a knowledge of the subject were shocked.

I read many good reviews of the teleplay, and have spoken to many people who
enjoyed the production. Herein, lies the tragedy of what you have done. How
far can a powerful public media, either deliberately or through ignorance,
prostitute the truth through blatant distortions of an historic event, and go
completely unchallenged.

A serious writer has a fundamental obligation to his material, his profession
and his public and in dealing with a happening of such importance he assumes
the responsibility of preserving the spirit of truth within artistic license.

The script, in this case, has presented science fiction as truth.

If an expert on guided missles were to give me a lecture on problems of outer
space I would necessarily take his word because he is an authority and I know
nothing about the subject.

Similarly, when a writer of Mr. Serling's stature writes a script upon the
Warsaw Ghetto, most people and most critics will also accept his words as
gospel. It is because this production was accepted as truth by people who
did not know otherwise, that the felony was compounded.

Millions of words have been written upon this subject. A half dozen historical
societies in America, England, Poland and Israel spend lifetimes documenting
the Warsaw Ghetto. Mr. Serling was absolutely obligated to write within a
framework of truth and he could have done so. He, and all those responsible
for this production are partners in being derelict in their duty.

The unpublished manuscript of 'Exodus' was read by some twenty experts
from several foreign countries. Many of them took issue with conclusions
and many tried to sway my point of view but neither they nor some of my
sharper critics have ever accused me of deliberately or stupidly distorting
the spirit of what actually happened. The people in this teleplay even with
a straining of dramatic license, never existed.

The events in this teleplay, with a straining of dramatic license, never
occurred.

It simply did not happen, period.

If I were Rod Serling's closest friend I should ask him to study his grievious
errors, comprehend the seriousness of the injustice he has done by toying
with the truth and hope that he becomes a better writer for the experience.
I should ask him to approach great themes in the future with reverence and
never again stoop to using his prestige with an irresponsible performance.
He has done too much fine work than to do other than apologize for writing
an undefendable script or to stake his professional reputation upon a fraud.
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I should like to make a comment upon my remark that CBS should burn the
negative of this film. I resent your implication that I am advocating 'Book
burning'. I do not see how any stretch of the imagination can parallel a
demand upon a private corporation to voluntarily act to atone an injustice

to the national policy of the Nazis of destroying the great works of literature.

It was said by a better man than I that freedom of speech does not give you
the right to yell, 'Fire' in a crowded theatre, nor does freedom of expression
allow you to walk naked down Fifth Avenue.

Because you are not policed and because democracy grants you the sacred
trusts in preserving our freedoms makes it that more imperative you guard
those freedoms by responsible behavoir. I claim that 'In The Presence Of
Mine Enemies' is a betrayal of that trust and so long as it remains upon
film, it represents a lie.

For your edification I am listing some off-hand memories of the production.
I have no notes and therefore, a complete diagnosis would depend upon a
re-run which I do not wish to subject myself to.

1, There was a single Polish character.

History has handed us the tragic verdict that ghettos and extermination camps
could not have existed anywhere but in Poland with a centuries tradition of
anti-semetism. Anti-semetism was even greater during the occupation. A
fair estimate of 95% of the Polish people applauded the German actions against
the Jews.

There was never organized help for the Jews from the Church, the peasantry,
the intellectuals, the underground or from any other group.

Hoodlums and roving gangs tracked down hidden Jews for extortion, blackmail
and rewards from the Gestapo. Jewish men had the pants stripped from them
to show their circumcisions as proof of their Jewishness.

Jews fighting in the Partisans were murdered for their boots and guns. Polish
laborers worked inside several extermination camps. The surrounding

villages and cities knew what was happening in the camps. We have no recorded
evidence of Folish resentment, Folish protest, much less Polish action. In

the City of Lublin, Poland's second largest, the standing joke among the Poles
was that the 'only way the Jews will leave Majdanek extermination camp is
through the chimney.'

Poles dug up the corpses of exterminated Jews to examine them for gold teeth
and swallowed valuables the Nazis may have overlocked.

When trainloads of Jews were deported into Poland in cattle cars and sat at
sidings and begged the Poles to pass them a handful of snow to quench their
thirst; the Poles first made them throw out their rings, money and valuables.

And after the war, the pathetic remnants of Polish Jewery were subjected to
inhuman pogroms by the Poles for 'starting the war'. "This, was their
welcome home from the concentration camps.

Do you want more, Dr. Stanton, or does the picture become clear?

By contrast to the noble actions of many of the Dutch, Italians, Swedes,
Belgiums, French, and Danes; the sorriest blight on the human race by

a Christian nation was the behavior of the Polish people towards the Jews in
World War II. ;

Poles who stuck out their necks for Jews were as rare as albino chipmunks.
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For this teleplay to present the lone Polish character as a man who feeds a
Jewish family and as a martyr who would die for a Jewish boy in payment
for his guilt for the Polish people, is too much even for the imagination of
Edgar Allen Poe in a drunken stupor.

2, The Warsaw Ghetto was guarded by Waffen SS commonly known as the
Reinhardt Corps (after Heydrich). Their barracks were located at

101 Zelania Street opposite the Ghetto gate at Zelania and Loma Streets.
Most of them were 'Kommandos' in the Special Action Groups which carried
out extensive Jewish massacres behind the lines on the eastern front.
(Vilna, Riga, Kovno, Kiev, etc.)

Let me tell you a brief story of one phase of SS training. As a young man,
Serling's sergeant went to a special schoo. He was given a puppy to live
with and for him to train. In a year, he had developed the natural love a
boy does for a dog. At the end of the year his commanders ordered him to
murder the dog on the spot with his bare hands as proof of his worthiness
to be an SS man.

Now, sir, Serling's SS sergeant came from Bavaria, Hitler's greatest
stronghold. This open faced innocence, this dialogue of 'there ain't nobody
here but us good Germans who never saw a Jew and why do we hate them so?'
by a trained murderer is a ludicrous lie.

Even if he were a member of the Wermacht, which could not be in the
framework of this teleplay, his naiveness is beyond reality.

I know it is voguish these days to write of the 'Good Germans' (‘orders
were-orders’. . .'golly, gee, they told us that smoke was coming from a
leather factory') but Mr. Serling has gone beyond reality. truth, or
decency.

3. The raped girl. I have read of thousands of cases of the rape of Jewish
women, hundreds of cases where they conceived.

I challenge and defy you or Mr. Serling to show me a single case of a Jewish
woman giving birth to a child from a Nazi father.

I tremble with indignation as I recall Serling's attack upon Jewish womanhood.

The duty of Jewish women in these cases was absolutely clear and even more
absolute in the case of a daughter of an Orthodox Rabbi. Abortion or suicide.
There were the sordid facts of life.

What right has Mr. Serling to concoct a Pollyanna fairy tale...no, an
outrageous lie, by telling the American people an Orthodox Rabbi would
protect the life of an unborn child fathered by the rape of his daughter by
a Nazi?

4. I further challenge and defy you and Mr. Serling to show me evidence of
a single Waffen SS man who knelt before a Rabbi to beg forgiveness for ! all
us Good Germans', or otherwise.

The most fraudulently shocking scene ever recorded upon film was that moment
a Jewish Rabbi put his hand upon the head of a Nazi and forgave him.

Dr. Stanton, let us suppose that the Nazis had murdered and raped in a convent.
Let us suppose a nun is pregnant by the rape of a Nazi. Sir, would you allow
CBS to show a scene depicting a priest forgiving the Nazi who pimped for the
rape of a nun?

Of course not.

Then why do you allow this to the Jewish people?
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9. Or, is the above scene any more shocking than that one in which this
'alleged' Rabbi lets his daughter run off with the pimp of his daughter?

Let us forget for the moment that the character is a Rabbi. Are either
you or Mr. Serling or Mr. Kortner or Mr. Cook fathers of girls? Can
any of you gentlemen tell me that you would allow your raped daughter to
elope with her pimp?

How do you have the gall to refer to this as 'an eloquent and moving drama
about the nobility of the human spirit'?

6. There is that moment when this 'alleged' Rabbi turns upon his only son,
a concentratign camp victim, and calls his boy a Nazi for avenging the
honor of his raped sister.

I am writing this with tears in my eyes because you cannot comprehend what
a terrible, terrible, terrible thlnF you have done. It is beyond belief that a
Jewish father call his son a 'Nazi'.

This is the most dastardly and abominable fabrication I can ever recall. I
cannot imagine what crime a Jewish boy could commit that would bring his
father to use that word on him.

It is astounding that the writer of that line could ever have been so oblivious
of the meaning of that word.

7. Iknow many Orthodox Rabbis. Mr. Serling's conception is as much an
Orthodox Rabbi as Nikita Khrushchev. It would be impossible to explain
fully what was wrong with this character because nothing was right and every
second line he spoke was false. It is hard to realize that this jibbering

idiot was supposed to represent the great rabbinite of Poland.

These learned, dignified, tough old men who were able to accept unbearable
abuse without lowering their heads did not pray for the moral salvation of
the Nazis, sir. They prayed for the wrath of God to turn the Nazis to
pillars of salt and for the Red Sea to down them.

8. There was an amateurish sloppiness in the entire production.

There was nonsense of a hidden piston in a bureau drawer in a corridor as
busy as a Los Angeles Freeway.

There was never an explanation of how a man, in the heat of anger, was
able to get into SS Headquarters and carry out an assassination.

And who on God's earth cast a two hundred and fifty pound, blubbery fat actor
in the Rabbi's role at a time that people were starving to death around him at
the rate of 5,000 a month?

There was that 'dramatic' announcement at the end of the teleplay that a
rebellion ensued in 1944 in the ghetto. Dr. Stanton, there was no ghetto
in 1944. The rebellion took place on April 18, 1843. The Polish Home
Army rebelled in 1944.

There are many, many more things about this teleplay but I hope by now you
recognize an outrage when it is demonstrated to you.

Yes, Warsaw ghetto was a horrible thing. Here, the Jewish people fell to
their lowest moment of degradation. Yet, they kept twenty thousand children
alive through self help, ran secret schools, hospitals, printed newspapers,
had an active theatre, had historic and debating societies, people loved
people, married, divorced, even laughed. Yes, there was even a symphony
orchestra.



And here the Jewish people also reached their greatest amount of glory! The
rebellion (of 1943 that is) is unique! For forty-two days and nights they held
a German Army Corps at bay while all of Poland was able to hold for only
twenty-seven days.

This rebellion was not carried out by pasty faced jerks who dropped grenades
at the feet of rabbis and whispered, "It will start soon'". The Germans made
the decision which started the rebellion by coming into liquidate the ghetto
and the rebellion was staged by immortal young idealists banded into a tough,
disciplined rabble army.

Warsaw Ghetto was both the epic tragedy and the epic glory of our times.
None of its immortality was even hinted in this teleplay.

The Warsaw Ghetto held in its walls tens of thousands of plain people; bakers
and shoemakers and bookkeepers and engineers and smugglers and carpenters
and taxi drivers and housewives and teamsters and musicians and bartenders.

I think the bitterest blow of all was the continuance of the detestable
presentation of the Jewish people as groveling, wailing, bearded, cowardly,
Yiddish Uncle Toms.

I cannot help but be proud of an industry which can produce an Edward R.
Murrow or a network with the courage to produce great documentaries like
"Who Speaks For The South?'

I pray you will approach Jewish problems in the future with fairness and
dignity. Whereas you may have underestimated Jewish passiveness by the
failure to get vocal about this production, do not mistake that other Jewish
characteristic, a long memory. After things are disseminated, they go on
for decade after decade. 1 can assure you, this show will not be forgotten.

If I were an Orthodox Rabbi and I had just viewed "In The Presence Of Mine
Enemies', I might have quoted to you from Chapter Ten of Ecclesiastes,
'Dead flies cause the ointment of the apothecary to send forth a stinking
savour; so doth a littlefolly in him that is reputation for wisdom and

honor. '

Please, gentlemen, no more flies in our ointment.

Sincerely,

| signed/ Leon Uris

Leon Uris

cc: Messrs. Rod Serling

Peter Kortner
Fielder Cook



UNITED JEWISH APPEAL, INC.
165 WEST 46th STREET
NEW YORK 36, N. Y.

REGEIVED
MEMORANDUM MAY 24 1960

Date  vayNSTEASED | mrern’Te |
TATE "

Wn

To ¥r. Herbert A. Friedman

‘\

From Irving Bernstein

Subject  Leon Uris ANSWERED

Leon Uris has been raising the roof locally over the Playhouse 90 treatment
. of the Warsaw Ghetto last Wednesday night.

In case you missed it, following is a story on his reaction which appeared
in the May 20 issue of Variety:

"Uris Pips Serling Teleplay in Wire to CBS' Stanton

"leon Uris, author of the best-seller "Exodus™, now being filmed in Israel
by Otto Preminger, ‘yesterday issued a verbal blast at CBS for its Wednesday
night Playhouse 90's telecast of "In The Presence of Mine Enemies", written
by Rod Serling.

"Uris, in a telegram to network president Dr. Frank Stanton asserted he was
'incensed'! with the telecast because 'it could not have been a2 less perfect
piece of Nazi apologetics if it had been broduced by Joseph Goebbels!.

"The text of the telegram to Stanton follows:

. 'T am incensed by your Playhouse 90 production of "In the Presence

of Mine Enemiés". I viewed with total disbelief and revulsion what
I considered to be the most disgusting'dramatic presentation in the
history of American television.

'It is incomprehensible to me that such an insult, slander and affront
was allowed to be perpetrated upon the Jewish people by publicly throwing
manure on the graves of half-a-million Jews who were murdered in the
Warsaw ghetto.

'The historic inaccuracies, caricature characterizations and totally
false plot constitute 2z pitiful sham on the public. This production
could not have been a less perfect piece of Nazi apologetics if it had
been produced by Joseph Goebbels.

'A recipient of the Survivors Award of the International Association of

(cont'd)

Ak
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- May 20, 1960

amps and Ghettos, I demand
: Syaten hum ‘the negative of this film and
puhliely apologiae for this outrage.’

"Uris is currently in the midst of writing his next novel, "Mila 18", a
story of the Warsaw ghetto on which the author has been working for five
years."

.
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May 4, 1960

Dear Herb:

As you have probably heard, I will be in New
York on June 6 for somewhat less than 24
hours for a benefit performance in Carnegie
Hall for the Ghetto Fighters House.

On this particular trip I am really up against
it, loaded with relatives and in a very bad
situation time wise.

I wanted to drop you this note to let you

know that I won't be able to contact you and
want you to understand why.

Warmest personal wishes.

As ever, _
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to visiting with you again and with fondest
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Herbert A. Friedman

Executive Vice-Chairman
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(cndd



UNITED JEWISH APPEAL, INC.
165 WEST 46th STREET

NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 5

et =S R
MEMORANDUM JAN 28 1960
\/ Date January é;,qlﬁq‘“m"-‘ .

e
To Mr. Herbert 4. Friedman |

From Irving Bernstein

Subject Leon Uris

Leon Uris is writing to you today regarding Yehudah Tarmm of Israel, who
is attempting to produce a2 documentary on the American Jewish community
. for distribution in Israel.

Tarmu met with Uris to seek financial backing for the production of such

a film. Uris likes the idez, but would prefer to see the film serve both

the purpose of educating Israelis about the complexion of the American

:::ir:l; community and also serve as a fund-raising instrument for UJA in
a.

Be is willing to work with Tarmu in an advisory capacity both in terms of
the production and the script. He may even be willing to go as far as to
make the same commitment with us, if we decide to back this film, as he
did with Israel Bonds, when he accepted a series of meetings to cover the
costs of production.

Uris would very much appreciate your meeting with Tarmu during your visit
to the West Coast to determine the extent of your interest in the project.
. If it is not possible for our agency to become involved with this film,

Uris and Tarmu are seeking your advice as to which agency on the American
scene might be interested in such a documentary.

\2,

/

IBzge
cc: SS - MP - RL



January 25, 1960

Dear Herb:

I have heard directly from Nathan Rapapert and
want to thank you fer your prempt attentlien te
the matter. He is being contacted directly by
my publisher in New York. I certainly hope
something comes of this. Your fee for medlation
will be the stealing of one of Rapapert's
original drawings frem the beoek if everything

goes right.

Another very interesting and impertant pro-
pesitien recently came te me and I would like
to seek your goed offices for advice and what-
ever pessible help you could render.

An Israeli decumentary film maker, Yehuda Tarmu,
came to see me about a project very near and
dear to his heart. He and his wife have been
traveling areund the United States for several
months. She 1s an anormously gifted artist and
now has an exhibition in ILos Angeles being
sponsored by the Counsel General here. Tarmu
himself has a very high reputation as a film
maker, perhaps the best in his fleld in Israel.

As he traveled around America and saw the inside
of the homes of the Jewish community, many eof

the pre-ceonceived notions which most I:raelis
harboer about us Americans disappeared. You know
from our last meeting of my cencern over the
tremendous differences and misunderstandings that
exist between the American Jewish community and
the Israelis. As you know, I was inveolved in one
of them directly with Bonds recently.

The unfertunate truth eof it is that that the majerity
of what the Israeli sees which he interprets as

a representation of typical America, is the Miami
Beach crewd, the loud sport shirts, the bracelets

up te the elbow and the constant reminders by

these people of "what they have done for Israel."”
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What Tarmu wishes to do 1s take one typical American
community and make a documentary film showing what
that community feels towards Israel, not from the
exclusively high fund raising level, or the big
wheels, but literally from the bettem up. In additlen
to the feeling that the Israelis have that they

are orphans, they hwe a tremendous feeling that they
are alone and that the American Jewish community enly
loeks upen them as some sort of ward te whom they must
be charitable.

Suppose we were teo take a city like Ios Angeles and
show some of the men who bought eil at the risk of
their own personal forfunes during the War of Liber-
ation in order to get it to Israel. Suppose we have
a short interview with Hank Greenspun whom, as you
know, was invelved in gun running. Suppose we were
te show some of The Jewish centers where the children
are doing things in behalf of Israel. In other
words, what Tarmu wishes te do 1s write a film
basically te train the Israelis. Such a film

would go inte their education system and of course
the country 5 so small that any means of mass
communication such as a good film could reach the
entire population in a matter of weeks. I think
such a film is net only valuable but the situation
of the creation of better understanding of the
Israelis towards us is an imperative one. This in
one fell swoop could de enormous good in this
direction.

I think also that from the standpeint ef UJA that

if they were te sponser such a film it would be of
tremendous value 1in fund raising here in the United
States. We could show this teo the different
communities showing how one entire community reacts
in behalf eof their relations to Israel, net from
selely fund raising aspects, but the entire spiritual
cultural top te bottem personalized feeling.

I am seeking you out first simply because you seem
to be the most logical guy in the mest leogical spot
to entertain sponsorship of such a film. If this
does not fit inte your plans or if feor some reason
you can't Jjustify it, certainly you must see the
value in it and give Tarmu the benefit eof your

goed offices.

I have also talked this over with Irving Bernstein
here and he also immediately grasped the importance
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of such a project and between the two of us we
have committed you to sitting dewn and talking
for a few minutes with Mr. Tarmu sometime during
your visit out here in mid-February.

Although I cannot be personally invelved in such

a project, I would give Mr. Tarmu all the benefit

of my counsel and help him out in any way I pessibly
could with the script, preduction facilities, and
otherwise.

I hope you will be able to give this just a little
bit of thought between now and the time you arrive
here, and as I said, if it is not the thing that
UJA can do, perhaps you can tell Mr. Tarmu where
it can be done.

Please give my warmest regards to your wife. Betty
sends hers to beth of you.

As ever,
-






Mr. Raphael Levy

Melvin 3, Goldstein

Presentation Piece for Laon Uris
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December 29th, 1959,

Dear Herb,

Thanks very much for your letter of December
23d, I shall look forward to hearing from
Mr, Levy.

Warme st personal regards and best wishes
for Chanukah.

Yours as ever,

Rabbi Emanuel Rackman

Mr, Herbert A, Friedman,
Executive Vice-Chairman,
United Jewish Appeal,

165 West 46th Street,

New York 36, N,Y.






23 Decenber, 1959

Rabbi Emanuel Rackman :
1203 G |'-1m|'
mm.l.f.

Dear Mendy:

I have your letier of December 13th. I am not entirely clear
as to just what you have in mind and I have therefore asked
Ray Levy, our Director of Publicity, to get in touch with
you, in accordanee vith cony of my memoranium attached., I
am sure you will give Levy the benefit of your thinking on

Best regards,
Sincerely yours,
Herbert A, Friedman
Executive Vice-Chairman
HAF; g

attach,
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December [3th, 1959, L
Dear Herb, | ANSWERED ”ﬂﬂﬁm tli 3
I received a complaint from one of my colleagues with b ﬁP
regard to the character of Uris's writing for the U, J. A, RL-
and the Bond Drive, He has a negative attitude toward
Judaism and the tradition, and while he is entitled to
freedom of expression, it does not help the U,J.A, or
the Israeli Bond Drive to help him exercise it, From
. most of his writing and even from films for which he is
responsible, one would gather that there is more

Christianity and Mohammedanism in Israel than there
is Judaism,

I think one of the first things our Rabbinical Committee
can do is to alert your public relations department that
as they are very careful not to offend any prospective
donor, so they should not offend the Rabbis, IndeedI
would appreciate it if you could send me a copy of any
instructions to this effect that you will give your public
relations department that I might report to my colleagues
about it,

. Warmest personal regards and best wishes,

Yours as ever,
Rabbi Emanuel l’la.ckrnan

Rabbi Herbert Friedman,
United Jewish Appeal,
165 West 46th Street,
New York, N Y
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CoLuMBIA PICTURES CORPORATION /

1438 NO. GOWER STREET
HOLLYWOOD 28, CALIFORNIA

October 26, 1959

Dear Herb:

I assume that by this time you have received a copy
of the letter that I sent to Oscar Dystal, the Presi-
dent of Bantam, as well as one addressed to yourself,
and I am curious as to why I haven't heard from you.
Dystal wrote directly to me. Hia only explanation
for the incident was that it 1s "sheer ignorance and
I'm wondering also if it was "sheer ignorance" on
your part also.

I think I am entitled to an answer on this and would
like to have one as soon as possible. In addition
to The moral aspects which I discussed at great
length, there is an infringement on my copyright
which UJA seems like fto trample over on the question
of printing records, giving dramatic presentations,
and now this latest bit with sending out pitches on
a Jjacket of Exodus.

I think we had better clear the air now once and
for all about your using Exodus as a campaign gimmick.

You full well know my feelings, you full well have
my protest on record. I think that it goes without
saying that I should like To be relieved of my
committments of any appearances for UJA. I refer
specifically of course to the December llth meeting
in New York, I wish to withdraw, and also from an
appearance at the Key Men'!s Dinner on November the
10th at the Coconut Grove here in Los Angeles.

Sincerely, >
- ~_"."/ ,. i 4 / "f

e /.(
o Ieon Uris



CoLUMBIA PICTURES CORPORATION
1438 NO. GOWER STREET
HOLLYWOOD 28, CALIFORNIA

October 16, 1859

Dear Herb:

The copy of the letter which you have received addressed
to Oscar Dystal, the president of Bantam Books, is self-
explanatory. I am indeed heavy-hearted that the great
venture of Exodus must be coming to an end such as this.
I can not conclude my remarks without saying that I am
violently opposed to the Exodus theme for the coming
UJA campaign, that it is my belief that you are indeed
killing the goose that laid the golden egg.

Exodus, which recognized by Ben-Gurion, has become the
outstanding instrument of gaining understanding and
recognition for Israel and the Jewish people, is meeting
what I rather believe an undeserving. fate in being
transformed into a fund-raising gimmick.

I can not help but think now, Herb, as I begin the
pages of my new book based on the tragedy of the War-
saw Ghetib, that how many times the Jewish people have
been their own worst enemy. Only time will Judge the
attempts to capatilize on the book, forgive me for
drawing my own conclusions in advance.

As for my personal feelings (which seem strangely un-
important in this great march of progress and sales and
fund-raising campaigns) I stand now and always as an
individual. My entire struggle for recognition has
always been motivated by the fact that I as one person
speak only for myself, and I reserve the right as a
free man to keep my ldentity as one person who thinks
and acts for himself alone.

The harm you are doing me in connecting me with some-
thing to which I did not subscribe will be forgotten
in the due course of events. The harm that you are
doing Exodus remains to be seen. >



October 16, 1959

My dear QOscar:

in the mail, a friend of mine sent to me a copy of
the facsimile of the Bantam edition of Exodus. The in-
side pages contained a pitch for the United Jewish Appeal.
What I saw has distressed me beyond words. With the
sharp words that have passed between us in recent months,
maybe you are beginning to think I have a chip on my
shoulder. If none of the other unpleasantries had occured,
what you have done this time is unforgivable.

It is not durmuutonumlmwmm
In your zeal to create a m sales monument with Exodus,
this seemed to be & matural t ;n !0 ) out on a
selective and sympathetic would become
an effective instrument in nnm Imdus.

What never crossed your mind was that you have over-
stepped the bounds of propriety, to say nothing of using
bad taste and poor Judgement., I am deeply offended
that you did not take the time and trouble to write me
to see if this met with my approval; any more than jou
saw fit to extend me the courtesy of looking at a proof
of a jacket which I think contains the most hideous
drawing of a woman I've ever seen on a reprint.

You know me well encugh %o know that I am not & prima
donna. I have acquainted myself with the hard facts of
promotion, taking my first grade lessons by walking from
bookstore to bookstore in San Francisco with Battlc Cry.
I dare say no author in this country has worked harder,
appeared more, and spent more time to promote his own
works than I have. However, I have always tried to do
2ll my promotional work within a bounds of reasonable

dignity.

What you seem to have completely forgotten, Oscar, is
that I am also a writer, and if you please, an artist.

I am sensitive about my writing, I am dedicated to my
work, I feel tremendous responsibility toward it. I

did not write Excdus for the United Jewish Appeal, I did
not write Exodus for Israel Bonds. I did not write Exodus
for land Fund. I did not write Exodus for Hebrew Univer-
sity, Technion, Hadassah or Histadrut.
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I wrote Exodus because I am a writer.

!bu have cheapened my book. !UU HIVI GIVE

Because in my personal life I have chosen to associate
myself with Jewish causes does not give you the license
to prostitute my book for a sales fi + Because I

am a man with a sense of Jewish responsibility, I have
talked myself hoarse from platform after platform across
the country. I have donated months of time that I could
111 afford on behalf of Jewish causes. My own writing
has fallen far behind. My health has been red, not
once, but several times, and my family has s .
This happens to be my own damn business. !hum
thi:g:al want to do because as a Jew I feel that I should

I've had my share of glory in this past year. More
Ei:zy than any writer has a right to expect in one life-

I've also had my share of brickbats too. I've taken
abuse that I could well have spared myself if I did not
choose to expose myself for these causes. Time and
again I have suffered indignities by thoughtless indivi-
duals and organizations. In this past year I've come
to know that I have been "used", Delivery of the Uris
carcass at an affair or fund ralsing function for some
reason or another has seemed to guarantee its success
and has certainly upped the take. I knew this all the
time I was making these speeches and appearances, but

I allowed it because I believed in what I was doing.

I felt that the results that could be accomplished were
worth the loneliness, fatigue and heartache, and each
time I go out I am practically unable to look into the
faces of Betty and the children as I head for the air-

m.

What no one will ever be able to understand is the
pressure with which we have had to live this past year.
Many the time the phone calls were coming so thick and
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fast I wasn't even given the privacy of my own toilet.
The mere act of having to reject some 1500 invitations
would make a book in itself. All this comes as & part
of fame, I suppose, and we have tried to live with it
and carry on our life in somewhat a normal manner.
Mainly we have tried to shelter the children from being
put on exhibition. I could have certainly made the
cholce to run off to a Carribean Island, but chose to
stay here, shoulder my responsibilites, and try to ride
out the storm.

Both you and I know that I am hardly qualified for saint-
hood., Itrynottormwel too closely or
take myself too seriously, but believe me, keeping
balance has become a full time job and it hasn't been
easy. I went on one speaking tour this year completely
dosed up, and managed o escape to Europe on the verge
of a breakdown,

Although I am the first to disqualify myself from
salnthood, I do hold some things, blushingly referred

to on Madison Avenue as ideals. I have refused to put
my name on the letterheads of a hundred causes, I

have refused to endorse Exodus tours dreamed up by
enterprising travel agencies, I have salled three Exodus-
inspired songs over the cliffs at Malibu, and I won't
g:lvgtan ad to cigarettes I don't smoke or condrums 1
won use,

My writing does not belonggto UJA. Nor deoes my writing
belong to your promotion pnrtunt.

I will not tolerate my writ to be used to endorse
toothpaste or toilet paper. s not even UJA. Because
I hold these Jewish causges close to my heart, as a
personal, and I repeat personal matter, you are not going
%0 trade on my sentiments as a cheap stunt to peddle

As for UJA, I believe they are only hurting themselves.
They have taken an instrument which has geined under-
standing for Israel outside the Jewish community, where
it 1s sorely needed, and classified Exodus as a pamphlet.
It is a shame that these men do not have the vision to
see beyond the panic they create for the campalgn of the
coming year. What they never seem to be able to realize
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is that Exodus rasies funds for them without them having
to say so. As soon as they start distorting it and
ramming it down people's throats as a text of conscience,
they're going to start getting their well-deserved re-
sistance. If they would only leave Exodus alone, it
could stand, I believe, for years and years to come as

& volce for Israel.

Well, anyhow, one thing good has come ocut of all this.

It has brought me to & decision in a personal dilemma.

For months I have been uﬁ:uuns my work while wavering
a ; rit

speaking cc-n.m is w.
a writer again period, ;

As for you, Oscar, you will cease and desist this type
of thing :lllndntoly. You will henceforth consult me
whenever your company comes to any question that crosses
a line between my writing on the ome hand, and my
personal beliefs on the other, and I alone will make
that decision.

As ever,

Leon Uris



UNITED JEWISH APPEAL, INC.
165 WEST 46th STREET
NEW YORK 36, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

To Mr, Herbert A, Friedman

. You i 1 recall that you spoke with Abe H in Israel sbout the

motion picture "Exodus™ and you made the point that the UJA should
be sglected to use it for the campaign, Abe Harman told you that

as a/practical proposition Weisgal does have control over the matter
becauise of his friendship with Arthur Krim, Harman said, however,
thati he would speak with Weigal about it in New York.

I tpink you ought to make a note of this and take this up with Harman

the next time you speak with him,
f .
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