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First, let me tell you why we are in Washington, end what we do there.
Back in 1950, Americen Jews approved 2 four-point progrem to help finsnce
Isrsel's development.

Point One was to expend the United Jewish Apperl.

Point Two was to launch Israel Bonds,

Point Three was to stimulate private investment and

Point Four wes to request that our Govermment include Isrecl in the
foreign aid program.

I was asked to go to Washington to orgenize & campaign on Capitol Hill
Juetifying this aid, In thet yesr, Congress voted a special $65 million grenmt
to assist Isrsel in sbsorbing refugees, Since thet time, through June 30,
$955 million worth of grents, loams, surplus foods and technical essistence
have reached Isrsel from America,

We seem to have enticipated the issues reised in the Fulbright invest-
igation by a dozen years, PFirst, we decided that lobbying must be done by
Americens, in behalf of Americen organizetions, in order to commsnd the
attention of our elected representetives, For this reason, I geve up my post
as Israel's Informeticn Director in the UN and went to work in Washington for
an Americen orgenization.

In 1953 we created 2 new committee, the Americen Zionist Committee
for Public Affairs, But, since much of its support ceme from non-Zionist
sources, we later chenged the neme to Americen Isrgel Public Affairs Committee

and enlarged our governing board.
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I want to emphasize that the AIPAC receives no subsidies from any
orgenization or government, It depends entirely on contributions which are not
deductidle from income tex znd which sre herd to get. Thus, despite the dis-
tortions of the Americen Council for Judeism, neither the AIPAC nor the UJA was
seriously involved in the Sencte Hearings. If the sponsors of that investigation
expected to find evidence that large UJA grents were being diverted for lobbying
end campaign contributions, then they have been sorely dissppointed.

In 1957, I created the Near Eest Report which some of you read. This
is a bi-weekly newsletter which provides a continuing snalysis end critique of
American policy, Orgenizetions buy it for their leaders, for colleges, libreries,
and editors. Our own Americsn Israel Public Affeirs Committee sends it to
members of Congress,

Now you will ssk, what ere we doing today? Well, we still lobby onthe Hi.
for the foreign 2id progrem. We urge Congressmen to support economic aid for
both Israel end the Arsb states. But we criticize the diversion of our economic
aid to finence the Near East arms race. We try to tell Congress whet is wrong
with Americen policy &5 we understand it.

Bear in mind thet there ere 13 Arab embessies and one Isrzel Embassy.
There sre 13 U. S. Ambasssdors to Arab lands, end one Ambassador to Isrsel,
Whenever there is 2 conflict or crisis, the weight of officisl report and re-
commendetion is on the Arab side, In addition, there is 2n active enti-Isrsel
lobby — the Americean Friends of the Middle Eest, the Arabd Informztion Center,
the Americen Council for Judaism 2nd the oil companies, We try to counteract
8ll this provegends and pressure by enlisting the traditional good will of the

American people and their elected representatives.
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You will ask me for an evaluztion of Americen policy. There is a big
difference between the formasl long range objectives that are procleimed in
party pletforms and pre-election speeches, end the day-to-day tactics which mus%
be improvised to meet rapidly chenging situations.

The besic U. S. objective in the Middle Fasst is to halt Communist in-~
fluence, to maintsin land, ses and air communications and to keep Arab oil flow-
ing to Western merkets, Our government tries to preserve stability in 2 positive
way by generous economic a2id, end in e negative wey by avoiding =ny initiatives
which might rock the boat, The U. S. hes no mester plen to end the mary wars in
the region ~ the Arab war egainst Israelis - and the mamy Arab wars scainst
Arabs, Our country's policy seeme to swing back and forth, with the regularity
of a pendulum,

I have slways felt that the United States, ite people #nd its elected
officiels have been the good friends of Israel. I heve already spoken of the
generous aid which our Government has vrovided - - aid indispenssble to Israel's
progress. On the other hand, I have always believed that our diplomats have
been much too timid 2bout challenging the Arab war sgainst Isrsel. They heve
been inhibited by quantitative considerations. There ere 80 million Arabs;

2% million Israelis. The U. S. hzs heavy privete investments in Arsb oil.
Finally, ard most importent, as long as the cold war continues, our Government
will be very cereful tn refrain from any action which is likely to polarize the
Middle Esst, We are most diffident lest we drive 211 the Arab states over to the
Scviet Union end be left isolested with Isrsel.

The United States has expended economic aid to the Arab states., We
recognize that the Arab psople need our help. DIut the Administration is reluct-
ent to impose conditions, It won't suspend or reduce eid in order to influerce
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. the Arabs to live up to the UN Charter esnd meke peece., It argues that such
conditions on our sssistence are counter-productive. This is 2 precious word
in the diplomatic dictionary.

The constent fear of negative Areb reaction has bedevilled =nd en—
feebled our Neer East policy. We peamper the Arsbs. In 1948, they never
dreamed that Israel would reslly come into existence. Meny diplomsts hed assur-
ed them it would not heppen. The Arabs were shocked by their defeat. And since
that dey, diplomets have tried to console them, This solicitude hss fortified
Areb grievences end confirmed their conviction that Israel, having defeated
them must pey them some repsration for her victory s 2 price for her very ex~
istence, 2s 2 condition precedent to peace.

And so our cereer diplomats, even though they may have the best of
good will for Israsel, asre not ss esger as most Americens to say yes to her
requests,

Accordingly, there is likely to be a difference between the White House
and the State Depertment on such issues, and often Congressmen, who 2re more re—
sponsive to Israsel's eppeasl, teke the floor to make their views known and thus
contribute to the decision. This mes2ns that nothing ever comes essily et
Weshington, We must always heve & struggle. We sometimes win — sometimes we
lose, end often we decide that the issue isn't worth fighting over.

These then are the ground rules for the contest in Washington,

Whet's the score so far under the present administration?

I think we cen count five distinct, positive qaina.

1, Aid to Isrzel wes increased from an aversge of $&0 million & ycot
during the previous Administration, to $81 million a year during the present
. Administrestion, There waes a struggle over thet, Grant 2id to Isreel ended in
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1961, but losns and surplus foods heve been provided on & high level., Meny
officials,however, believe that Isresel, with a high growth rete, should be eble
to finance her own development. They went her to psy higher interest rates.
They point out that Israsel's reserves have been growing while our own have been
dwindling,

Early this yesr we submitted arguments to the contrary. Israel gets no
grant military eid from the United States 2nd no grants for refugee sbsorption.
Such expenditures do not produce foreign exchange. Moreover, Israel's reserves
are not high in relstion to her per cspita debt, which has gone up becsuse
Isreelis heve mortgaged their future income. This year 2id to Isrsel hes been
meintained a2t the $85 million level, but the interest retes are going up, from
3/“ of 1% lest yesr to 7% this yesr, to 3}5 next year, ond Administration
officiale tell Congress that they expect to end a2id to Isrsel within two years,
For you of the UJA, this has speciel significence.

The second gein was 2 most importent Administration decision to stand
by Israel in case the Arzbs attempt to block her weter development next spring
when Israel begins to draw water out of Leke Tiberias,

The third gezin had to do with Isrsel's defense. After & long study,
the Administration concluded that Isrsel did need snti-aircraft equipment to
defend herself from Egypt's Soviet bombers, 2nd so the United States zgreed to
make the Hewk svailable, Our government is lending Israel sbout $25 million for
ten years, at 32% interest, to help Isreel pey for it. This wes not 2 unsnimous
decision, Some diplomats were not convinced that the arms belesnce had ehifted

and that Israel reslly needed this weapon.
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4, The White House finslly decided not to press the Johnson Plsn for
@ poll in which the Areb refugees would express their preference between re-
Patriation and resettlement. (We opposed this becsuse we fesred thet such 2
Poll would be menipulsted to mobilize propegenda for repatristion)., This was
& great disappointment to the diplomets who devised the Plen end who were con—
vinced that it was the first step in bresking the refugee stalemate,

The fifth gain ceme this month, when the Administration demonstrated
that it is willing to incur the displessure of the Arzbs and the risk of e
Soviet veto, Western diplomats have long feered thet the Soviet Union would
exploit their support for Israel for political advantsge in the cold war, Never-
theless, the Administretion stood with Israel in the Security Council debate
over the shooting on the Israzel-Syriam frontier.

This wes 2 hopeful development, For & long time, Stete Department
officiels have tried to justify our unconditionel 2id to Egypt end other Arabd
stetes by contending thet it wes helping to build up our influence with the
Arebs. Well, we heve asked them, when are you going to use this influence? Ome
critic recently said: "The United States won't use its influence with the Arad
states for fear it will loseit) But last week 2 State Depertment officisl said
to me: "It is a good deel like tazking money out of & sevings account, You
hesitate, but you finally decide that it may be more costly to hoerd your money
than to spend it."

The American stsznd st the Security Council may merk a milestone, While
the American resolution was frustrated by 2 Soviet veto, it won support from an
impressive majority of the Security Council members, It shows that world public
opinion, after long reticence, cen challenge the Arab wer agesinst Israel, The
neutral nations cen play a significent role in perusading the Arasbs to meet

Israel at the peace table,
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So murh for the positive develcpments and sgreements, But what s2bout the
differences end reverses?

Now in diplomacy it is uensibie to accentuete sgreement end to avoid
emphasis on aifferences, Most of the issues on which there ere disagreements
happen to be quiescent. They ere not high on the sgenda. I recapitulate them
here today, not to ca2ll attention to them snd alarm you so much as to provide
you with an objective and balenced recitel.

First. Back in 1960, both perty platforms endorsed the principle of
direct Arab-Israel peace negotiations, Yet the Administrstion voted sgainst the
so-celled Brazzaville resolution st the United Netions in 1961 on the ground
that it is unrealistic to talk of peace negotiations. Diplomete insist that
this was merely a2 difference over tectics. I teke 2 more serious view. I be~
lieve that it is wrong to confirm Arebs in their intransigent refusal to recognize
Isreel's sovereign existence. The UN should not provide the Arabs with 2 special
immunity from the applicetion of the UN Cherter.

2, Back in 1949, the United States voted agesinst the proposal for
territorial internationalization of the city of Jerusalem, It preferred function-—
2l internationslization of the Holy Places, Yet todey, in 1963 the United States
still refuses to recognize Jerusalem ss Isrsel's cspitel, and the U. S. embassy
remains in Tel Aviv.

3. Although the United Stetes will back Isreel's water development,
it still will not sccept Israzel's contention that Isrszel hzs sovereligaty over
the demiliterized zones on the Israel-Svrian border which ere in Isrsel territory.
The State Depertment says thet sovereignty in these regions is in suspense,

For their part, the Arabe insist thet the demilitarized zones are in a No Men's
Land in which development cennot be allowed. They maintain 2 shooting gallery

to stop it.
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4, It is widely conceded thet resettlement in Areb lands is the key
to 2 solution of the Arab refugee problem. Party platforms snd stetements by
congressionsl committees have called for resettlement. Yet our diplometic
communicetions to the Arad leaders end State Depertment position pspers alwsys
emphasize "repatriation or compensation." This is en unrealistic and mechanicel
repetition of the cliches in a 15-yeer old UN resolution, which long sgo was
rendered obsclete by the refussl of the Arasb states to recognize Israel znd to
make peace with her., But the Arezbs refuse to abandon thet 1948 resoluiion, 2nd
80 our diplomets hold that Isrsel must take the initiative by offering to re-
patriate those refugees who went to return. And so the stslemete goes on.

5. Despite President Eisenhower'!'s pledge of 1957 and Cendidate
Kennedy's pledge of 1960, the Administration does not make eny serious effort to
Persuade Egypt to open the Suez Cansl for Isrsel shipping., And despite the
clear will expressed by Congress back in 1960, the Administretion has never in-
formed Egypt that our accnomic 2id depended on her willingness to open that
international waterwsy in conformity with the 1951 UN decision,

6. Now I come to a point thet especially concerns you, who are lead-
ers of the United Jewish Appesl.

Everyone recognizes the great contribution that Isrsel hee mede in
providing & sanctuary for more then one million Jewish refugees. Congress voted
substential grants — to help Israel cerry on this progrem back in 1951 snd 1952.
But there was 2 chenge in 1953, The Arabs insist that Israel's unrestricted
immigration presents 2 threat to them. An overcrowded Isrzel, they say, will
be forced to expand snd seek new territory at Arab expense. Accordingly,
since 1953, the Administrastion hes taken the position that U. S. funds will not

be spent to a2ssist Isrsel in sbscorbing end resettling refugees. We do not give
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Tublicity to this stend. It hes been @ deep disappointment to us., All this has
incressed the indispenssbility of UJA as the major instrument in refugee re-
settlement,

And what about military aid? The United States hes grented militery
aid to Jordamn, to Lebamon, Iraq snd Seudi Arabia, but it will not grsnt - and
I use the word grant advisedly — militery 2id to Israel, Isrsel is probsbly the
only country in the world surrounded by Soviet wespons, which cannot get grant
military 2id from Washington. Our Government does encourage other Western
nations to sell arms to Isrzel end we do meintein 2 high economic #id progrem
which indirectly enzbles Isrsel to pay for its security needs, But what happens
when that economic 2id progrem comes to 2n end? Will the United States then
rut Isrsel into our militery e2id program? I em sure that the Administrstion
recognizes the need for Isrsel to keep itself armed, The question of arms for
Israel is 2 very difficult one. We believe that the United States must main-
tain the srms baslence in the nesr Eest, end we think thet the White House agrees
with that position. So do some people in the Pentagon end in the State Depertment
But there are others who dissent. There seems to be a difference of opinion shbout
the nature of U. S. policy. Thus, last fall, I wes told by one State Department
official that the decision to let Isrsel heve the Hewk waes consistent with U, S,
policy, e2nd then I was told by snother State Depertment officisl that the
decision to let Isreel have the Hawk was an exception to that policy,

Now it serves little purpose to explore differences which 2re more or
less academic., We pitch a2ll this criticism in a low key. But we do rasise our
voice on 2 major difference. That has %o do with the assessment of Nasser,

his intentions and his capacitiy to cerry them out.
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We think odr Government blunders in assuming thet the Arabs do not
meen their threats ageinst Isrzel, It is true that Nasser seems more restreined.
He should be. The United States rescued him from bankruptcy in 1952, even &s
we saved him from military disaster end politicel humilistion in 1957. Nasser
no longer speaks rudely sbout Washington, yet he is just a2s bombastic zs ever
in his threats ageinst his Arab neighbors and Israel. If he does not feel
strong enough to strike at Isrsel todsy or tomorrow, he proposes to eliminate
Isresel in a2 round sbout way in due time, He still hopes to dominate Syrie 2nd
Iraq, to overcome the Kings of Jorden and Saudi Argbia, end to heve Israel
surrounded, Nasser ssys these things openly to his people.

Now it is true thet Nasser does not say this to foreign diplomats or
Journalists., The shrewd Arab diplomat tells you what you want to hear, Nasser
geems to have & triple speek — — one line for the Ruseians, one line for the
Americens, and snother line for his own people. We reject the curious doctrine
that Nssser lies publicly to his own people #nd secretly whispers the truth
into the ears of Western diplomats. We sre not impressed when & grest historian
comes back from Ceiro 2nd tells us that Nasser is 2 men of pesce, &nd that
Nesser is no Hitler., This is the seme prophet who came out of Germeny in 1936 -
ten days before the occupation of the Rhineland - to e#ssure us then that Hitler
wes no Hitler, When Nasser talks about destroying Isrszel, we should take him
at his word, Nor do we 2ccept the srgument that the West should give Nasser
all the 2id he wants in order to supply him with an alternstive to the Soviet
Union. We are indignent when 2 top State Department official tells us that we
should not protest against the German scientists who help Nasser develop Jjets
end missiles, because if they don't the Russiens will. If that sophistry is

tenable, then Mr. Kennedy should heve accepted the presence of Russians in
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Cuba, for their departure might have opened the door to the Chinese Comrmunists.

We ere skepticzl about wishful thinking that Nasser hss given up his
cooperation with the Soviet Union, Nassser still relies on the USSR for his
weapons and their replacement, and it is nzive to believe that en army cen be
independent of its source of supply. We are often told that Nesser does jail
Communists, but don't forget that no one has jsiled more Communists then
Erushchev, We should recognize thet there is a harmony between Nasser's geo-
politicel aspiretions in the Red Sez end down the east coast of Africa, and those
of the Soviet Union, Nasser snd the Russians heve similar objectives in Yemen -
to undermine Western strength,

I used to think thst once Nssser made pesce with Weshington, London
end Paris, he would 21so mske pesce with Jerusalem, But he hasn't, I think
the fault is pertly ours. Our government should have been much more insistent
thet Nasser 2bandon his wer sgeinst Iersel, as 2 condition of essistence. TYou
end I -~ - most of us — — do not oppose economic aid to provide bread for Egypi's
children, but we have alwsys argued that if Egypt wants Americen wheat end
dollars, that Nssser 2t least stop scauiring wespons from the Soviet bloc,
that he stop his preparations for war. We 2re not 2lone in this view, Our
Congress grows more end more critical of unconditionzl aid and its impact on the
arms race in the Nezr Esst. Just two weeks ego, the House of Representetives
smended the foreign aid bill to provide that none of our economic aid should go
to countries which misuse it to finance eggressive military preperations. That
emendment reflects the ziarm of Congress over the dangerous snd costly erms
race in the Nesr Bast 2nd the view that the Administretion should use our aid
progrem to discourage prepsration for war., It is hoped thet the Senate will
corcur in the House amendment,

—mo tr—



Now, if the Administration persists in siding the Arabs to grow
8tronger, then it must seriously consider the need to provide firm end cleer
gusrantees to Israel 2nd to other countries which are threoatened by Egypt. We
are often told thet we should not be so aslarmed - that the U. S. will stend
with Isrsel in the event of 2 military showdown. But we believe that such
guarantees would be more effective if they were in writing - not only to re-
assure our own people, but to lesve no doubt in the minds of the Arabs. We
think that guarantees will help psve the way for pesce, Here 8gain, it is en-
couraging to refer to the position of Congress., The House Foreign Affeirs
Committee recently urged the Administration to consider "entering into security
guarantees with those nations that would be willing to meke appropriate commit-
ments for promoting peace snd stebility in the area."

Here then is our bssic difference with the Depertment of Steste. We
think it underestimetes the denger of e2nother war in the Near Esst. We think it
over—estimates Nasser's importence and the need to sdjust our policies to his
slogans. And we believe that our Government underestimates our own capacity
to influence the situsrtion although it is plessant to quelify that statement by
Pointing, with some setisfection, to the recent positive action that was taken
2t the UN Security Council.

Now, I do not say that the Arab states will attack Isrzel tomorrow,
unless they are carried sway by the miscalculations of feverish imaginations
beceuse they are the prisoners of their own propsgsnda. They have four lines
of assault. First, they ere trying to zsin militery superiority. They have no
difficulty in getting all the wezpons end economic 2id they need. They have
become adept at neutraliwn. which measns extorting aid from both sides.
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The mounting escelation of dengerous snd costly weepons burdens 211 the peoples
of the Middle Eest and threstens them with war., Second, Arsb leeders have not
given up their dresm of & United Arsb World which would concert the attack under
one military mechine. Here they have suffered greve reverses, A grendiose plen
for the union of Syris, Iraq znd Egypt collapsed becesuse Nesser wented to
dominate it. Nesser 2nd the Baath Party are now in a2 bitter confrontation.
Here the Arabs fail because the concept of Arab unity is a propegenda myth,
fed by emotion but negated by the facts of geograzphy, ecomomic and racial
differences.

The Arabs meintain a systematic offensive against Isrsel on the UN
battlefield, hoping to win some new dispensation, We 2ll feared that ss the UN
geined members, the Arab world would pick up strength in the Afro-Asisn bdloc,
They are failing beceuse Isrezel has succeeded in winning the confidence and
friendship of the Africen world through its brillient technicel assistance
program emong the underdeveloped netions of Asia end Africe. (Perentheticelly
that program has impressed American liberals becesuse it is 2 service to
democracy).

Africens heve mede it clear that they will have none of Nasser's wer
sgainst the Jews. In this connection, Ghana's stsnd =2t the lsst UN Security
Council meeting is important confirmation.

Finally, Arsb propagandists try to penetrate United States opinion,
They hope to immobilize the United States government — to prevent it from teking
decisive action in the event of 2 showdown. Here they make headway. There
is no doubi that the Arebs have made some inroads in public end political
opinion in this country. They scek to weaken the zood will of the Americen
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people in a cempaign waged on the cempus, in the newspapers, on Caspitol Hill.
We have to combat this effort by trying to keep our own people, our public
officials 2nd the press informed of the facts. We try to meet Arab propagsnda
lines, This is not easy. Msny people never knew or do not remember what happen—
ed in 1948, They sre not aware thet history is being twisted, that the record
is being disfigured end distorted. In this areez we czn be handicapped if our
own Government sdopts 2 reticent neutraslism, if it becomes reluctent to chzl-
lenge distorted Arab propagenda, if it retreats into evesive diplomacy, if it
equates ggressor and victim, if it takes refuge in esuphemistic position papers.
Too meny people think thst we should be "neutral" in the Arab-Isreel conflict,
thet we should walk the narrow rosd between the right end wrong - & difficult
road because it is a non-existent roed, We should not permit the erosion of
Americen opinion, This is not 2n abstraction. I submit thet the views of
the American people 2re crucizl and decisive. What Americens thinﬁfcan and
will determine what our Government will do when =nd if 2 rezl orisie arises,

We a2sk these things of our Government: Help maintain atabilii; in
the Middle Eest. If the United States cennot bring sbout an end to the arms
race, then we must be certein that an erms balsnce is maintained, We can help
end the arms race, 1f we meke it plein that no one can win it, And let the
United Stetes make it unmistaksbly clesr thet it will intervene swiftly and
without equivocation to esvert & conflict.

Finally, let the United States become the eloquent advocate of amn Axabe
Isrsel pesce. Let us not be weakened by the defeatist notion that courasgeous
advocacy of principle will cost us Arab votes in UN roll cells, We did show
conviction end coursge in the UN Szcurity Council two weeks sgo. We gave moral
leedership in that body, end thst is 2 good beginning. It is consistent with
our country's tradition end responsive to Americen public cpinion.
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What we do e2nd say will carry weight, not only with our friends and
2llies 2nd with many neutral governments, but even with the Arsbs themselves.

I believe that there are meny Arabs who would like to see pesce with Isresl,
who would be sirengthened and encouraged to make their views known if world
public opinion effectively counteracted the Arab warmongers, and summoned the
Arab lesders to the peace table.

You and I have a great dezl to do with the strugsgle in the coming
months and years., War could come in the Near Bast tomorrow. Peace will not
come for a long time in the future, We must do 211 that we can to prevent war
end also to promote peace.

You have 2 tremendous responsibility as UJA leaders to help carry a
proud humsniterian burden - unprecedented in the history of philenthropy. This
means more then raising money. It meens strengthening & continuing commitment.
It meens enlisting the Jews of the U. S, It 21so mesns disabusing the Arabs of
the illusion that Americen Jews can get tired, Side by side with that is the
responsibility thet we heve g8 American Jews to influence our fellow Jews, our
Christian friends, our own Governmenti,

Isrzel is 2 small country, but its frontiers are long. These frontiers
are not easy to defend. And so Isrzel's defense perimeter must go beyond these
territorial lines, That defense perimeter begins et the United Netions, It
begins in Weshington. It begins here in New York. We stand on Israslis

frontiers wherever we may be,
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In the fell of 1943, the Geuleiter of Craenw, in Nazi occupied Peland,
invited Dr, Romen Lendeu, the President of what wes left of the once great
Jewish community in that historic city, end put to him the following question:
"Dr, Lenda2u," he asked, "why don't you commit suicide? And I don't mean you
only personally, I mesn 21l of you here. Why don!t you teke sn example of your
brethrun in Germany end in Austris? Nnt 211 of them waited for us to kill them,
A good meny of them have killed themselves and thus saved themselves lots of
trouble.®

History doesn't record what Dr. Lendeu replied to the Nozi Gauleiter,
but ever since I first read sbout this encounter it seemed to me that the
Geuleiter of Creseow, if his words were to be purged for 2 moment of their
diabolic cynicism, had actuslly ssked e question of historic importence. Why
is it that in Germeny and in Austrie many thousends of Jews committed suicide
following Hitler's riee to pswer, while in .the ghetto K=unas, for instance,
where - the rempente of Lithusnia's great Jewry were concentrated for systematic
eliminstion, there -were anly TWO coses of suleide recsrded in almost four years?

... .In order tp snswer this questisn we must, for a chenge, telk freely,
not only sbout the righteous weys of our predecessors,- 28 we are used to, but
also about their tranegressions., A hundred end fifty yeers egm, 2 great Jewish
philsespher in Germeny foresew © hoped-far day when the stream of Judaiem will
fall into the see of universelity, - which, to.him, wes enother word feor
asgimilatinn, -like the waters of the Jordan that fall into the sea of Galilee,
Only the very experienced fishermen, he ssid, will be 2ble to distinguish the

river's hardly noticesble seperste stresm in the deep waters of the universal
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Kinereth, a2nd the less other people will distinguish it, he concluded the better
for ell concerned, The children of thet grest Germen Jew, however, didn't bother
for long to keep even the imperceptible stresm of their Jewishness flowing in
the sez of Germen culture. They converted themselves, But they, of course, were
en exception. Most of the Germsn Jews kept 2 véstige of their river Jordan eslive
in the big se2 of Germenism that was rosring sround them, but they tried herd to
completely reconcile it with thet ses, — to prove, thet is, thet the river is so

totelly committed to the sea thet without it, it would lose its resson for being.

And so it ceme to pass that when the big seaz wes suddenly stirred up by - :

the Brown Dregon, 2nd the totel commitment proved meemingless, it was elso bound
to prove fatel, The spiritusl Jorden cen chart its sepereate course only in a
benevolent sea; but in = ses of turbulence — - not to s2y, blood — — the Jorden

is either to become perceptible or to disezppear altogether,

When the Jews of Germeny 2nd Austria were told they were no longer Germens

or Austriens, there wes nothing in their imperceptible Jewishness to fall beck
to. An imperceptible Jewishness is en affliction instezd of 2 solace, =nd they
killed themselves en marde. But in Lithuenia, or in Polend, or in certain perts
of Russie, or Slovekia, things were different. The river of Judeism was stronger
there then the ses in the midst of which it ren its sepesrste course snd, con~
sequently, the river refused to disesppesr volunterily even in & sea of blook.
And the river refused to disesppesr not only beccuse no river wents to die, leest
of 211 one on which depends the fullness of the ses, but slso becsuse that river
believed in the ultimete mesningfulness of its sepsrateness, It's not for us

to sy —~ we who weren't there — why o meny Jews let themselves be killed, but

it is for us to know why,unfer circumstences which were as conducive to suicide

=MoTre—



as they were to murder, they didn't kill themselves,

This question is importent todeay becsuse we live in e world in which
people know more end more #bout less 2nd less, 2 world which hes substituted
comfort for mesning end entertsinment for enioymert of the mind, It is even
more important beczuse people nowadeys, more than they strive to kmow, they try
to forget, end they ere es uninclined to be bothered by unplessent things s
they are disinterested in stories with = messzge.

But right now, 2 grest message of &sn encient story is being strangled
in Communist Russia. The greet River Jorden of Russia's Jewry refuses to be
swallowed by the Soviet version of the Red See, £nd the communicts, in retesli-
ation, ere shedding the blood of our soul before the very eyes of & world whicha
is 2s indifferent to this act of soul-assasination as it was to the act of
our physicel exterminstion. TFor the blood of our souls, which is being shed
now in Russia, is the messege of our uniqueness, It was this message thet
gave a God e2nd morals snd a2 code of ethics to a pagen world and which, in its
prophetic expression, wes, =nd still is, the magne certa of the pcor aznd the
oppressed, s Thomass Huxley czlled it - the greetest instigator of revolt
against all forms of despotism,

And this messege - suppressed, ignored, misunderstood -~ is needed todeay
more then ever, for we live in a2 world in which the grp between the achieve—
ments of science and the yearnings of the heart is getting widex by the deay,
end in which the guality of life hes fellen prey to sn obsession with stendard
of living, We know what contributed to» this situstion: +the two world wers;
the decey of trsditionsl religicn in espite of the esscendance of religious

institutionelism; the discovery of nuclear fission; the incredibly fest mastery
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by science of the physical universe. All this ceused en 2lerming incresse of
materielist influences in the whole environment. Among lerge segments of
young people — -~ who have 2n enswer to everything - - hope, the handmaid of
spirit, is dying, to be replasced by cynicism, indifference or juvenile de-
liquency. Among the more meture people - mature in yesrs, I mesn ~ & lace of
sophistication hes created 2 netursl disposition toward wvulgarity. The ideels
we serve — there are only ¢ very few left to cherish -~ are mostly externel.
Externel glitter end quentitative colossalism are the cry of the hour, "Not
being 2ble to meke our values besutiful," Fliny seys, "we meke them huge,"

Quentitative colossalism tends to become the criterion of 211 velues,
for every velue -~ -~ including those considered pricelees —~ — hes & price teg
attached to it, The best business firms are those thet are the lorgest, The
society lesders sre tﬁosa thet ere richest, The lergest thestres sre the best.
The best show is thet which attrects most people. The greatest scholer is he
who is paid the lergest selary end sttracts the largest 2udience., "The biggest
firm"; "The lergest store"; "The widest circulation"; "The tsllest buildings"”;
"The highest paid star"; "The supermsrket"; "The superspectacular" eté. But
while in external colossalism, size is the messure, in the inner portrayel of
men — — the wey he is depicted in modern art and literature ~ —~ lowliness is
the subject,

"There is & morbid fesscination," to quote Prof. Sorckin's powerful
little book "The Crisis of our Age," — "in our pericd cf sensate art on ps— -
thologicel types of persons end events." Contemporary art is primerily a
museum of socisl and culturel petholcgy. It centers in the police morgue, the

criminals! hideouts, snd the sex orgene, operzting mainly on the level of the
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sociesl sewers end labeling it "ertistic truth" just becsuse such levels exlst
end ere sensory. Anything thest is sbove the senses 2nd bevond them — — from
the conception of God to the Spirit of Msn — - enything that is non-meteriesl,
non-tengible, non-sizesble, -~ enything, in brief, that could not be seen in
the way of deily experience, nor heard, tested, touched or smelled — —~ is re-
gerded es unreel, non—existent #nd of no velue. That'!s exectly whet is happen—
ing in the world we live in.

But in the world we died in, in the world thet Hitler had snnihilated,
other things hsppened, Long before the emergence of the tyrent, the Jews in
Europe lived 2 life devoid of 2ny external glitter #nd #ny vestige of whet we
referred to as "quentitative colosselism," They lived in small villesges; they
dwelt in humble 2bodes; they existed on humble mesne; but they were concerned
with what Peul Tillich would hsve referred to 28 the “ultimate concern” - with
the glitter of the inner sperk and the colosselism of the Ever-Living God,
They didn't build megnificent structures, viesible to the eye; they didn't reise
statues or erect monuments. Anything that wes too external, too glittering,
too showy, wes sbhorren% end, consequently, classified as something forbdidden,
like greven imeges. These people, who were killed, but refused to kill them—
selves, lived an inwerd life,

Prof. Abrehem Joshua Heshel, whose book "The Eerth Is The Lordis"
is one of the most megnificent lementations on the extermineted Jewry of
Zastern Furope, describes the Esstern Furopesn period in Jewish history as the
period in which the Jew hed attzined the highest degree of inwsrdness. Deep
within his consciousness, there burned 2 recognition of 2 unique spiritusl
destiny, and his entire existghce wes bound up with the fulfillment of this
mission, For 2 hundred generstions, Judsism was motivated by 2 constant urge

toward 2 specific spiritusl norm which wes the highest expression of Jewish
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selfhood. This norm was 2 puzzle to the world ss it was & burden to the Jews
who didn't gresp its mesning. The world, the non—~Jewish world thet is — - 2nd
I em referring to the intellectusl illumineries of Christisnity - — had =zlweys
felt — #nd still does - thet there wee something 2bout our existence which,
being » deniel that metter alone determins the destiny of peoples, w=s 2n ode
to the spirituelity of life. But while the ignorence of the Christien world
in seneral sbout the Jew grew side by side with the deepening of the Jew's
inwerdness ~ the ignorsnce of meny so-cslled enlightened Jews #bout the ultimate
meening of our inwerdness — stood out, snd still does, #s #n exsmple of self-
deniel which, in meny ceses, degenerated into self-hatred, Judeism, forbidden
as it is to meke proselytes, end, hence, to advertise itself as others do, is
the least~inmown religion in the world, =nd the Jew, — &t long es there is left
2 vestige of his inwerdness — the le2st - known humen specimen, Those who
geined a glimpse of this inwsrdness perceived eternity. Those who were in—
capeble of perceiving it, however, besmirched it with their ink, At the seme
time when 2 Maithew Arnold or 2 Renan, a2 Tolstoy or e Huxley, & Victor Hugo
or & Longfellow, 2 Mark Twein or en Oliver Wendell Holmes -~ to menticn Just a
few ~ placed the Jew on the highest pedestal of humen grestness, regerding him
as "the unsurpressed conscience of humsnity": ss "thet szcred being which hes
brought down from heaven the eternsl fire": as "the Swiss guerd of Deity'"; =s
"the first to brave the se2s of God 2nd emerge with the pearl of wisdom"; as
"the founder of whatever is morzlly great and spirituslly eternel in western
civilizetion," ~ end I 2m using only 2 few quoteticons ~ this seme time when
humenity's most exdlightened minds sew in us, in our finite existence, &n imege

of the infinite, so—c2lled Jewish intellectuels found 2 morbid fzscination in
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concentrating not only on the finite in us, but on whetever was deplorsble
in the finite, The fect of the matter is that the Jew, like the Bible which
he hed given to the world, snd in whose sccent, 2s Heine put it "Freedom spoke
since the Exodus from Egypt," - the 0ld Testement, thet is, whose rediscovery
by the Christien world Edwerd Chsuncey Bsldwin, in his "Our Modern Debt to
Isrsel" regerds as the crowning glory of the nineteenth century, — thst eternsl
book becomes truly beeutiful only when it is properly understood in depth snd
not just trsnsleted., And the Bible is 28 much, or es little understood as the
Jew — — end the Jew as the Bible.

We like to telk Pbout our Jewish heritege, but whet is this heritage
ell e2bout? If Judaism is only # heritege, no mstter how noble, its decline
is unevoideble., It's in the nature of 2 heritege, if it isn!t squendered
awey by unsppreciztive heirs, to degenerate into 2 museum piece, & fossil.
But if we regerd Judeism not only 28 2 heritage but 2lso &s 2 mission, if en
accident of birth grows into 2n essiznment of fate; if Judeism is, as Prof,
Heshel puts it, "God'!s steke in humen history"; if it's true what Matthew Arnold
seid, that as lonz £s the world lest, 2l1 who want to meke progress in right-
eousness will come to Isrsel for inspiretion; if Renen was right when he said
that the pure religion which we dresm of 2s the bond thet shell in days to come
hold together the whole of menkind, will be the reslizetion of the religion of
Isa2ia, the idesl Jewish religion, — if 211 this is true - 2nd heeven 2nd earth
end sess of innocent blood beer witness to this truth — then let's meke our
mission clear before God end men., Let's meke it clear thet if we are the
encients of the esrth, we sre 2lso the morning of the times; thet if we were

the challenge, we sre 2lso the test:; thet if ours wes the Via Doloross, ours
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is 21s0 the Arch of Triumph. But, above 2ll, let's put it cleerly to ourselves
end to the world thet if our enemies are so evil, so derk & what sre we, if not
the bearers of = grest light?

Something went wrong with us, snd we know whet it 1s besicelly: the
desire to conform, to be like the others, the fear of being different. 3But
is there esnything great in the history of menkind which was crested by those
who weré not different? When D. H. Lawrence cries out "For God's seke, let's
hang on to our sescred differences!" he cried out in pein at the sight of a
world which lost its personality through the loss of personzlities. Too meny
of us remember only the penelties of being a Jew. Its inwardness being hidden
from us, we herdly enjoy Judaism; we only know the burden it imposes upon us.
Our souls are often anguished by the vestness of our mertyrdom, but they are
rarely illumineted by the distinctiveness of our light. This distinctiveness
we are trying to cest eside for the seke of fellowship with others, but what
does & Jew, who tries to be accepted by others #t the expense of his distinct-
iveness, bring to this hoped—for fraternity? A hollow shell, e Hebrasic cipher, -
2 vacuum, 2 masquersding self, & weshed—out personelity who has nothing to
give beceuse he hed destroyed his uniqueness which elone wee the resson for
the ignorant's fury snd the wise man's reverence.

I heve letely compered two well-written books on the subject of
Jewish mertyrdom, one in English snd the other in Hebrew, The first is
Henna Arendt's "Eichmen in Jerusslem" in which & Jewish women who wasn't
there dares to be objective 2hout gas chembers; end the other by Joseph Bar—
zilei-Berger, 2 former lesder of the Communist party in Pslestine, who wes

cured of his Communism in Siberie where he spent 25 years of his life in herd
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lebor with 2 Stalinist deeth sentence henging over his heesd, If Henna Arendt's
book tries to tell us, smong others, about dwerfs who were reduced to mud, -
and why shouldn't dwarfs be reduced to mud if gients were reduced to sshes? ~
Barzilai~Berger tells us sbout Gients who rose from the mud and the ashes.

When Joseph Zadkin end Dr. Avrshem Heritt, of blessed memory, former communiet
idealistes who ceme to the conclusion thet they betreyed the truth of their
people to serve the lie of 2 graven imsge - they not only ceme back to Judaiem
with 2 vengeance es they say, but they started to conceive Jewish martyrdom

a8 a concept which invests one with dignity, es e miesion of spiritual greandeur.
They accepted their torments stoically snd werned ageinst complaints., "We
deserve 211 this," Joseph Zadkin, devoured by remorse, keeps on ssying., "We
have sins to atone for...No compleints. No, no complaints." Dr. Haritt, on
the other hend, hed only one great worry even when he expected to die soon of
leukemia: namely, lest 2 Jewish prisener, by his behavicr, bring dichonor to
the sacred name of Israel] Most of them perished, or were executed - there
were &8 many deaths in those dzys in the Siberiesn concentretion cemp of Norilsk
a8 there were in Bergen Belsen - but the element of remorse had edded there 2
strength to the charscter of the Jew which wes beyond reason.

I elweys shudder when I heer Jewish spirituel lesders going out of
their way to prove thet Judesism wes ell reesson, But isn't it e fect the)
Jewish soul has ressons which reason does n~t understand? Isn't it = fect
thet Jewish history as 2 whole is one greet miracle, inexplicable by reason?
When a scepticel French king once asked his pious mirnister whether he can
prove to him the existence of miracles, he enswered: "Why, sure, Your

Majesty — the Jews]" The minister was referring to the miracle of spiritual
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strength which ie beyond eny logicel formulae end cennost be explained with what
people call common sense. Jewish history is uncommon sense. It is the history
of & partly expressed redeeming messege which we carry in our blcod snd which
craves full expression. Judsism possesses the rickest spiritusl oil fields in
the world, but it hardly digs for the oil. At 2 time when the world we live
in - whose two super powers possess enough stomic explosives to destroy two
hundred globes the size of our planet esrth — is looking ell cver for new re-
sources of spirituel strength, the sepsrate voice of Judaism is herdly sudible.
And don't let anybody tell us thet = seperate voice is undesireble since normsl-
ization is our eim, But if the grend finsle, so to speek, of the unique Jewish
performance on the stesge of history — to gquote the eminent Eebrew writer
Avrshem Kerive — will be marked by imitationel normalcies — for what is nor—
malcy, the way it is commonly understcod, but 2 desire to be like the rest? -
not only that 211 our history will become mesningless, but all our Prophets,
martyrs and sages down the ages will turn into sterile and pitisble Don Quiotes..

The Jews cannct be Just enother people, as Israel cennot be just
enother stete, We heve promises to keep; we have messages to deliver; we
heve a story to tell; we have a wey to show. Thousends of years egc we wiped
the nose of 2 pagsnisticelly infentile humenity, stuck a preyer book under its
erms eand told it: Go on, walk! Now when this humenity, in its older days,
has lost its wey in the jungle of history — it is for us to help find it.
Thet's whet we expect from ourselves, end thet's whet the world, the soulful
world that is, expects from us, That world is not misled by the word
"normelcy:" Whet's so normel sbout the world's greatest democracy - the USA -~

spending 45 billion dollers a yeer for enterteinment end being bored stiff?

-more—



11
Andg what's so normel sbout Burope's oldest demoeracy whose most widely read
newspapers are vying with easch other for the publication rights of the memoirs
of two prostitutes? And I em mentioning only the free countries. We don't
have to lose 2 word about the psthology of the totaliterisn regimes. No, my
friends, the world is, at best, subnormel; and if Judaism is to subscribe to
this trend, the secret of the spiritusl tigers of our people will be forever
buried under the skin of the assimiletionist lamb or the self-hating skunk,
Judeism, in its true sense, is 2 cell to rise sbove normelcy; for the Jew, the
historicel Jew, if he is not above it, is below it, And it ell depends on our-
selves. If we shall regerd ourselves, &s Yehuds Halevi regerded his people — —
nemely as the "heert" of the peoples ~ Isrsel will become the hesrt of the .
netions, for that is whet it wes mesnt to be,

But if we shell continue to regerd our people only &s viotiﬁa of
persecution who heppened to be cerriers of a heritage, then the maximum we can
hope for is equality, =nd equelity alone will not secure survival., But we are
not only the trustees of s heritage, we are the carriers of = mission: We are
not only victims of persecution, we have the recipe how to do awey with it by
providing the world with s deterrent 2zesinst evil which spiritusl Judaism
possesses, And I use the word."deterrent" advisedly, for not too long az0 =
Germen suthor wes quoted in "The New York Times" &s heving expressed himself
that the Germens, within themselves, heve no deterrent egszinst evil,

The ingsthering of the exiles, which you meke possible, is not only
an act of physicel rescue end rehsbilitation but, in the long run, s deed of
releasing and sssembling suppressed sperks so thet they cen rekindle the great
flame on the mounteins of Zion znd proaounce the werds which had been only
partly spoken. "There is still s long road shead of us," writes the gresat
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Rabbi Kook, "to finish what we heve besgun to do ... we begen to speek a grest
word smong ourselves end in the esrs of the entire world, and we heve not yet
completed it. We stend in the midst of our speech...we cennot stop it, nor
do we went to, The truth within us is sufficiently powerful, but it is so
rich 2nd overflowing thet we 2re not capeble yet of expressing it in cleer
langusge...In our inwsrdness we understand our thoughts; end in the course of
time, our speech, too, will be liberated from the stultifying cobwebs of exile,
so that we shall be eble to spesk egzain.”

It's time for 2 change, 2 chenge in our sttitude towasrd our pest and
in our thoughts szbout the future. And the first condition for such 2 chenge
is the sbolition of indifference, I am never tired of quoting 2 Jewish suthor
in Polend, Edward Joshinski, who died in 2 communist prison snd who wrote down,
before he died, the following legacy: "Don't be efrzid of your enemies, the
most they cen do is kill you; don't be efrzid of your friends, the most they
cen do is betray you; those you should be afreid of zre the indifferent: they
ere neither friends nor foes, they neither kill nor betrzy, but becesuse of
their indifference there are so many killings snd betreyasle in the world."

These words are sacred, or should be, perticularly to us Jews, and
especizlly now., Right now, znd before our very eyes, two sttempts sre being
made in two different plesces by two opposing forces to desircy us., One such
attempt ~ aimed 2t the physicezl eliminstion of the Stete of Israel - is being
made by Nezi scientists in Egypt who are engsged in the production of forbidden
weepons so 8s to encble Egypt to leunch 2 blitzkrieg azainst us; the other
attempt is being made in Russia znd is simed a2t our spirituel elimination or,

as I put it eerlier, a2t the eassessination of our souls.
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In the struggle ageinst this unholy ellisnce of Moslem fenstics, Nazi
scientists end Russien enti-semites, we stend alone, But in Isrsel, in spite
of this 2loneness, or meybe just becsuse of it, there ere signs, side by side
with her growing concern with the defense of her hallowed ground, of on
attempt to rise ebove it, to touch heaven. "What happened to our Hzzont"
you hear people ask whenever they notice e slackening of spiritusl velues,
"What are we without it?" And "Hazon" meens vision, inspirstion, Prophecy!

And there is 2 story sbout Qur Prophecy with which I would like to
conclude my remarks, In the librery of Almighty God — so the story goes —
grea2t, poverful volumes were vying for divine recognition, There rose one
enormous volume cslled "Romen Civilizetion"; there rose another, besutifully
bound called "Greek Civilization"; there rose 2 third celled "Eastern Culture."
But then, 2 humble little volume rose, &nd when it identified itself by the
words it uttered, 211 other volumes fell beck in silence end reverence, and the
words it uttered were few: "The lLord is my shepherd, I shall nct went,®

Thenk you very much.

oCo
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It is so charecteristic of our Jewish 1life, end of Jewish behavior
in generel, that on this Shabbas morning the sermon wss delivered by Zvi Kolitz,
end the lessons derived from it will heve to be presented by Rabbi Breslem,

I hesitate to teke you from that lofty Mount Sinsi where he has left us and
bring you down to the foot of the mountzin where we hfve to deal with the day-
to~day problems that might, in time, lead 211 members of our community - -
through en accomplishment end dedication — — to thet seme pinnacle where he
brought us,

He may not know it, but Zvi Kolitz peid you 2 very, very high com—-
pliment by the selection of his theme end by the menner in which he delivered
it. It wes the kind of 2 sermon which could be preesched not only to top-level
leadership, but to = top-level group of people concerned with the philosophy
end the history of our people.

I went to come down to the eres of operations where you snd I belong
in our respective communities, end attempt to enswer the question: "What
does it mean to be 2 responsible Jew!" I want to deel with your experience
end my experience in our own communal fields,

I have no sermon to preech, no philosophy to teech, but to deel with
certain pregmatic things. To begin with, you who e2re here todsy, I 2m not
asking why you ere here. This very lofty philosophicel sermon we listened to
is & by-product, an a2dditionsl dividend on whet we ceme here for, but we are
here not merely becesuse you received sn invitstion to this Youth Conference.

Hundreds of others received it end didn't come., You came.
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Why? Basically, if you stop to think sbout it, it is beceuse your
coming znd my coming esnd our coming here together testifies to &n inner con-
cern; a real, personal concern for Jewish survival. You wish to help insure
it, and that is why you are here and that is why I am here.

I don't know who selected the theme. I received 2 no%te scme time agr
from Irving Bernstein that I was to make e telk sbout "responsible Jews,"
He se2id, "I heard that you made some kind of 2 telk like that in Washington
end that it was well received, I went you to telk sbout it here."

I didn't select the subject. I find it difficult even now to deal
with it.

What does it mean to be 2 responsible Jew? First of 211, of course,
it means sinmply to be 2 responsible adult, to assume the responsibilities of
adulthood, I heve observed that in our respective communities, far too long
do our sons and dsughters get that free ride on the coatteils of their fathers
and mothers, They reslize snd sppreciate the fzct that they need certain
so~c2lled services to meke their lives full =nd rich and complete: services
in terms of Jewish education, Jewish religlous life, Jewlisn communal orgenize~
tions, oven on expression of concern for fellow Jews everywhere in the world.
They rezlize this is impvortant to them.

Somehow it is beinz tzken cere of by somebudy else, Pepa is paying
the bills., Mama is the president of Hadassah, They are doing it., We walt too
long, and the responsibilities sre being sloughed off by uns of the older
generations—and sloughed off by the hends of the Reeper when we are no longer
here. This gap and your resumption of responsibility, this is what is our

concern,
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If we fail ot 211 in essuring the continuity of Jewish life znd
Jewish growth, it is beczuse of this gep., We become sdults in every other
respect. We become fathers znd mothers in the general sense, but as Jews it
takes us an awfully long time to become sdults. This is our complaint and our
Plea with you.

In speeking of 2 "responsible Jew", you mey think I am desling in
semantics, There is # difference between the terms: "responsible to," &nd
"responsible for"; responsible to something or responsible for something.

All of us recoznige, even from en edolescent period when we begin
thinking like grown-up people, that we have responsibilities to this, that or
the other thing. We express our responsibility, We try to love our parents.
We try to be good boys 2nd girls at school. We try to do what is expected of
us, We are responsible to something. That is not enough. To guersntee the
continuance of Jewish growth snd life, there comes 2 moment when you have got
to begin to recognize that vou ere responsible for these things. Wwhen no one
else spesks, you have got to speek. When others fail to initiste 2 progrem,
you have got to initiate one.

We have done very well by you, We sent you to college; we enabled
you to get degrees. We would like to believe thet the time has come when you
begin accepting responsibilities for things, whatever they ere.

You know, really, it is fer more your concern than it is ours, I
will tell you why. One of the most embarrassing modents I ever experienced
wae in relation to this question. Some years sge — twenty-three years agc,
to be exact - ~ 2 group of us whc were termed the "Young Turks® started a

revolution in the Zionist orgenizetion., We went to Fittsburgh to a convention
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end we turned things upside down. We fought such gients es Stephen Wise and
Louis Lipsky, reelly tremendous personelities, They couldn't understend that
we were young people and were unhappy sbout conditions.

One night, the night before the historic meeting when we really threw
them out of office, Stephen Wise ca2lled a group of people to his room, This
wes 8t two o'clock in the morning, Most of the men he called were his students,
what he called his disciples, his boys. We ceme there. We sat on the floor,
on the beds, 2ll sround,

Stephen kept telkinz to us end ssking us, "Why ere you boys in such a2
hurry? Why eren't you reesoneble? Why don't you wait 2 while? Look st Lipsky;
he deserves the best from us. Why cen't you weit? Let us come to 2n under-
stending, let us compromise.”

When no one seid enything, I had the nerve, #nd I seid, without
thinking, "Doctor, the rezson we ere so impatient is thet we sre going to live
with this problem & lot longer than you." I could have bitten my tongue when
I seid that. Stephen Wise wes 2n 0ld men end I wes e youngster, presumebly.

I wasn't so young, reslly. I looked younger then I wes.

This is 2 fact; you ere going to live 2 lot longer with this problem
then we are, Thet is why it is so importent to you, far more importent to us
that you begin to teke over these responsibilities snd become resronsible for
the things I snd your fethers snd mothers heve been working for for so meny
generations, It is your future.

Without becoming philosophicel, without presching et you, I know you
quite intimstely. I heve children of my own. I lnow thet you sre interested

in 2 good life end I know thst you went e good, heelthy environment in the

-nore—



5
world or in the community when your children begin to grow up, It is not goingz
to heppen by itself. You heve got to do something ebout it. Trat is ell I cen
s2y with respect to responsibdbility for it. It is vour job becsuse it is your
future =2nd it is your world. I wish to God that I could be here with you.

It would be impossible to expect these things, We won't be here. A few short
yeers hence #nd you will be the elders of the community.

You know, this business of alwasys leaving the job to paps, maybe
somehow that is the feult of our own tradition, We always spoke of the elders
that set in the gete, the elders for whom everyone had respect, wio were pre—
sumed to heve all the knowledge, &snd they made 211 the decisions, It is no
longer 87, VWhen it was eo, maybe it was all right. We no longer give the
elders this suthority, end letting the elders only foot the bill isn't enough,
Let us get into herness early. Let us get into herness esrly end take on
theee responsibilities,

One of the finest things, I think ~ 2nd this is not & political pitch
from me — one of the finest things thet the Kennedy Administration has pro-
jected in Americen life is the business of the Peace Corps. 1t is z fantestic
thing. Young men and women in Americe are willing to go to the four corners
of the earth in pursuilt of en idesl, in pursuit of some eltruistric progrem.
They heve imsginetion and they ere picking it up, Thet is fine end there sre
meny Jews among them.

Some heve telked to me and said, "Well, this is reslly it." I sterted
thinking how wonderful it is that our children are sc responsive %o that kind
of an eppeszl.

What sbout our own Peace Corps? Why is it more noble to spend your
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young life in Kenya for the sske of sn ideal?t It is important, it is noble,
¥hy is it more importent to go to Kenys than to 20 to the other hell points
of the world where Jews sre in misery end need your help! Why is it more im-
portent to go to Kenya then to Isrsel; more importent to go to Kenys than to
Mesrseilles, to Peris or to Vienns or other erees where Jews 2re under pressure
end need help? Why isn't there » movement from within you, & desire to move
elong in the seme spirit? I have no feult to find with the kind of demends
that the older man Ben Guriun pleces upon the Jews in the world, I =m not
arguing with him in his philosophy. FHe has every right to expect thet within
the lines of our Jewish youth there could come the seme kind of response thest
a2 Kennedy could evoke from the lines of Americen youth for genersl, humen needs.

Someone &sked 2 guestion this morning at the session that wss held
with regard to NYANA in New York. Does NYANA only concern itself with the
Jewish immigrent? We support as many non—Jewish progrems of relief and rescue
as anyone else, but, in heaven!s name, right now we are concerned with the most
pressing problem that faces our people. No one tekes this losd from us, no
one carries it for us. You won't find 2t 2 meeting of some Cetholic orgesnize-
tion snyone seying, "What zre we doing for the Protestante or what are we
doing for the Jews?"

We heve 2 right to esk you: "What sre you doing for Jews letelyt"

I must sey thet it is wonderful that so meny of you cesme, 2nd I cen
speek with some messure of sstisfaction becruse there is 2 good representetion
from our community. Even so, however, we sre only a hendful. How meny ere
here from Weshinzton? FHolf = dozen, five? We ought to heve fifty here from

Weshington. We should heve had fifty from Clevelend and fifty from Detroit
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end fifty from ell our cities, We have only a hendful but we are thankful end
grateful for those that csme.

I am reminded of when I wes much younger, meybe the age of some of you
here, 2nd I wes prepering for the rzbbinate. I wented to go to the Jewish
Theologicel Seminsry snd I needed some speciel instructions, so I studied with
en uncle of mine who wes en orthodox rsbbi in Albeny, New York., After each
evening's study we would hsve some disputetion with regerd to what I was getting
involved in., He didn't think much sbout the rebbinical field I was gning inte.
To him, I wesn't going to be any kind of a rabbi, but he was 2 saintly person.

One night I found him e little bit impatient, 2nd I seid, "Uncle, tell
me, do you really believe that in the Herkimer Street shul where you are the
rabbi and every Sabbath only 2 handful of people come, that with that kind of
approach to the Jews in Americe you sre goinz to cepture the Americen Jewish
community end revive them 2nd meke them helpt"

He wasn't disturbed snd he said, "I know there sre five million Jews
in Americe. Where is it written that it hes to be five million Jews in
Ameriza? If there will be fifty thousand good Jews in America, it is enough.
Beczuse »f these fifty thousand gond Jews in Americe, there might come selvation
for 21l the Jews in the world,"

I heve often thought of thet, How true it is, and how few we 2re,

If you were to 2dd up ell the presidents end 211 the chzirmen of UJA's znd
8ll the big shots, you wouldn't get fifty thouseznd who, in the first instance,
are concerned for Jewish responsibilities.

The thing that we miss most of 211,is the kind of fire esnd psesion,
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warmth end zeal, end the kind of expressed idealism we used to find in the easrlier
meetings of some twenty or thirty years age.

For exsmple, we had in 1948, 1949 snd 1950, thet kind of zeal when we
rescusd hundreds of thoussnds of Jews, When we emptied the cemps we got te-—
gether snd didn't telk sbout quotes. We emoted. We never celculsted how much
we could devote to these csuses. I om getting 2 little impstient with cur pre-
sent eree of ection when we begin to calculete, with the precision of a slide
rule, how much we are going to devote now for the UJA progrem, for the Joint
Distribution Committee or for the Jewish Agency. We sre spesking of humen lives
thet ere in need of seving lives that ere on the brink of catestrophe — — men,
women, children, old. end young, and we are calculating with practicel progrems,

This is something that you czn contribute to our councils which we have
elready forgotten, gotten enld sbout, perhaps, That is the passion 2nd the zesl
end the excitement 2nd the imagination of wyouth end of young people. That is how
important you are to us. You 2re the most importent element of this progrem,

»f this responsibility.

There is more hope around these tahbles then there is smongst the five
million Jews in Americe, You cen do it,

I heve onken thet wey to other young groupe in some such fashion,
and I heve had something like this esked me, "Weil, that is 2ll fine, but 1eok,
in our own commnity in Weshington, we even heve a Brotherhood for the Eome
for the Aged, of young people., We have 21l kinde of activities, I do this."

I think it is wonderful. I think it is fire if youngz people become
involved in 211 progrems thet serve in one feshion or 2nother the progress end

tne conservetion of Jewish 1life snd velues., But meke no misteke 2bout it:
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if you went to point your goel hard, there have been references mesde to chesl-
lenges, We heve been chellenged by this #nd chellenged by thet., Whet wss the
challenge of my generation, #nd what is the chellenge of vour generation?

It isn't the chellenges that my generstion crested nor that you created.

Implicit in whet Zvi Kolitz sasid, the chellenge wes in the kind of 2
world in which we live 2nd of the pressures thet developed.

For centuries we hed problems in 2 closed-up ghettoized Europe. For
centuries we did very little, We menipuleted within the ares of conserving
scholership end learning snd 211 that, but in the lest fifty yeers, 2 short
period, we have found it necessary to go beyond the esrly vision of self-
emencipstion, We have had to help emencipete not 2 handful of people from this
villege or thet villege or this community, but peoples from whole esress of the
world, We have helped seve since 1948 over e million end 8 helf Jews, The

next million end & half Jews is your responsibility. If you want to attech

yoursélves to 2 progrem thst has appeal and that hes substence, this is it,

Whether you like it or not, somebody will have to do it or our people will be

lost in the sttempt, In the next ten, fifteen or twenty yeers, we will have

to emencipete not & million or 2 million end o half but meybe two end a half,

or even three million Jews, They ere there weiting, end they have the seme

right snd the sesme justificstion for their case 28 we hed when we were emancipated
Who were we?! Whet is fifty veers in the wide history of the pecple,

certsinly in our history? If some day, one thousend yesrs from now, someone °

were tn write with 2 broesd pen what happened in this period, we would find

ourselves, you and I, as pert of the seme migrestion that begen in the Eighteen

Zighties ond Nineties, when the doors were opened.
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We ere not spart from the problem, the raw problem that now exists in North
Africa end behind the Iron Curtein. We are pert of it. This is the chsl~-
lenging responsibility for which we have to ask you to sccept responsibility,
We have saved » million end 2 helf, snd it is little enough when we consider
thet we heve lost six million, You have to seve the other million and & hsalf,

Over the yeers, like Herb Friedmen and =11 our rabbis in or out of
the pulpit, I have talked to young groups time end azein, This is different.
You know why? Becsuse most often we have talked to young people 2t college
cempuses end the communities st the academic level, We theorize about the
future of Isreel, its history, its contribution. We ere not theorizing here,
Here we ere deeling with the actusl substence, the fact of life or death, of
the future which rests in your hands, You ere 2 different kind of group of
people, =nd thet is why you give us hope, Before we get too tired plesse,
please push us aside =nd take over the Job slongside us. You sre the most
helpful unit in the United Jewish Appezl.

Thank wou.
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Tonight I want to talk to you a little bit about matters that you
already know about., BPut after all, Americans are peculiar pecple. They can't
sit down to eat without having a speech, and if I were to go te a dinner where
they didn't let me speak, I don't think I could digest my food. You just
become a creature and victim of habit.

I want to talk tonight to the young in heart. I am going to try
not to talk to you as a senior citizen., There was a time when I could come be=-
fore an audience like this and talk about "we young pecple".

I was at a wedding reception this aftermoon. There were several
1ittle ladies about 19, 11, 12 years of age, and I was introducing them, and
they were introducing me, and one of them said when she introduced me to her
neighbor, a new neighbor, "He grew up with us.”

I sort of feel that I am the right speaker for tonight., Tf a 12 year
old girl can say that I grew up with her, that makes me one of the younger
members of this group, too,

I want to talk to you about your responsibilities. You have heard
all this as to what you are supposed to do, but maybe there is something that
we can say here that will tell you what you are really supposed to do.

First of all, every person in this room who is associated with or
affiliated with the United Jewish Appeal has inherited 2 wonderful, wonderful
gift. The United Jewish Appeal is a going program, an institution, a spirit
and a movement. In fact, I call it one of the great evident voluntary instru-
ments for lifesaving and life-building ever created by Americans, and the
slogan on the backdrop behind me and facing you tells vividly, in simple,
precise terms and language and numbers what it means. When you can be respen-
sible for rescuing or aiding 3,000,000 pecple who are needy and destitute and
saving their lives and not merely saving their lives but helping make a better
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life for them, you have indeed inherited a preclous gift,

In fact, it is a heritage that no one can afford to abandon. Anyone
that inherits something has an obligation to use it well and to add to it. We
should never be exploiters; we should be conservationists; we should conserve
that which we have and add to it.

I have made a lot of commencement addresses in my life and most of
them that you hear are rather dull, and I suppose mine are, too, but I have
spoken to young people, much younger than those here tonight and told them
that I didn't sympathize with their problems one bit.

_ Many people come to us these days, even people at my age, and they
will say, "Oh, isn't it a terrible world, and isn't it terrible what we're
leaving to the young people - all these problems, all these ideas, and we're
moving toc fast, going from the nuclear age to the space age. Once there was
radio, and then there was television, and now it is space," and so on, down the
line.

Well, it has always been the same. Every generation is of the opinion
that its problems are the most difficult to face any generation. When you get
along a little bit in the future, and you can't do much about the provlems,
then you talk about how difficult it is going to be for your children. And
your children begin to believe it.

I am not here to tell you that things are going to be difficult. I
think we have spent far too much time talking about the problems and the difficul-
ties. We ought to talk about the challenges and the opportunities, becausc
problems and difficulties immediately set up all kinds of negative reactions.
Challenges and opportunities really get a hold of you, if there is anything to
you, if you are young at heart, if you are young of spirit, if you have the

vitality, the emotional, the intellectual, the spiritual and physical vitality
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that young people ought to have -- and youth has nothing to do with age.

I met David Ben-Gurion in Israel in 1957, for the first time,
and I had just been to another country where I met a leader who was rmch
younger. All this younger leader told me about was the miserable problems
he had faced and how difficult it was going to be and he insulted and assailed
the United States,

Well, I was on a good-will mission, and I wasn't in the mood to en-
gage in an argument, so I listened politely and then went on my way.

Then I came to Tel Aviv, and I went on over to Jerusalem, and I
met with Mr. Ben-Gurion, who was then Prime Minister, and he was quite an
old man in terms of years: you know, the white hair and the open shirt.

And we were looking at the map of Israel, and he was pointing out to me some
of the projects that you might call problems that they had, and he was telling
me what they were going to do. He was telling me about Elat, he was tellingme
about matters in the Tel Aviv area, and he was telling me about the great
desert area, and whal they were going to do in each of these areas*

He sald: "We're meking room here, Senator, for more people.

Welre going to build more schools, more farms and provide more Jjobs."

And I said to him, "Isn't this exceedingly difficult in light of
your present probleme and commitmentst" I will never forget, I seid to him,
"It seems to me that it is almost impossible." And he said, "It is, and
that is why welre going to do it," Anybody can do what is possible."

You can go out here in the street and Just stop somebody along the
street and ask him to do whatls possible and he'll do it. Almost everybody
is a good fellow. We alweys hear that term these days, "He's & good fellow."

So what? We're brought up to be good fellows, It doesn't meke

you amount to snything particulerly.
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What we need today esre not just good fellows, but pecple whe cennot
only do the possible but who ere willing to face up to what some people say is
impossible, end then do it.

That's the way we geined our freedom, thet's whet Abrsham Lincoln
did with the Emancipetion Proclsmetion, that!s what Franklin Deleno Roosevelt
did when they told him it is impossible to build 50,000 airplanes a year, but
he saw to it that it was done.

When others said it was impossible to split the atom, Einstein said
it could be done, 2nd there have been some others 2lso who have done the
impossible.

Therefore, we tell our youth today, our boys end girls, your sons
end deughters, my dzughter end sons — I tell them thet what we need today is
not Jjust mediscrity. This country cen!t survive on thet nor cen the world be
seved in terms of its freedom 2nd e better life by just mediccrity. We need
excellence,

S0, we eare insisting on better performence in cur schools, In-
dustry insists on better performance from its management, 2znd with sutcmation,
the chzllenge is going to be better performence from workers, We're geing
to be pushed to do better, end sometimes I think we ere almost fortunate to
have the kind of opposition we heve in the world.

I reed en article in the Chicezgo Sundsy Times by 2 revorter whose
neme for the moment escepes me, and he seid, "Thenk You," to the Red Devil.
Practically everything we do in Congress these days is finslly done because
if we don't do it somebody esys, "The communists will win,"

I would like to zet some things done because they are the right
things to dn., If we have to be afraid of the communists to get it done, 21l
right, then maybe we ought to use that fear,
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I repeat: What we need is & higher standard of performence in
every area of life: 1in Pslitics, in Government, in Business, in Professions,
in Social Work, in Community Work, whstever it masy be, beceuse thet is the only
wey that we are going to be s&ble to live end to compete. In foreign trade,
every business men knows todsy that we have our competition and it isn't all
from peJple of another ideclogy. It comes from people who believe as we be—
lieve, think as we think, do as we do, only do it better in some instances,
The fact of the metter is we cen do it better ourselves if we reelly went to,
end when we want to, we demonstrate it,

So, 1 say to those of you who are here st the Young Leadership
Conference, that we have to set new stendsrds for this generation Just es
enother gener2tion set its standerds,

One ¢en use meny snalngies. I remember that it wess not long 220
when 2 men who could run the 100 yard dash in 10 seconds was a good rurner,
Some of you mey remember Charlie Paddock, who was the chempion when I was 2
boy. He was fast, He would be walking backwards now compared to what
today's sprinters do. We go faster, we do biggzer things, a2nd why? Beczuse
each generetion hes to set its own stendards, There's the four-minute mile,
This is what they ran once in Madison Squere Gerden, It was grest. Why,
nowadays you cen get & fellow that's almost gct & "Charley Horse" in both
legs to run a four-minute mile,

We do better. The pole wveult. Eech yeer sees 2 new record in the
pole vault,

But that doesn't mezn that we scorn the past, it mezns we accept
what hes been done in the past, we take it, we husband it, we nourieh it in
2 sense, we build on it, And we build & better record, & better performance,
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end I believe thet is what you are out to do here.

When I ceme to this meeting, I talked with some of your officers
end your leeders end szid, "Well, just what emphesis cen I put here thet will
be of help?" And of course it is quite simple =nd greast.

The truth is thet most of us have not experienced some of the
tragedies of life thet others have, I talk to my sons and dsughter sbout the
depression end they look et me and ssy, "Cut it out, Dad.," They look at me
end say, "The old boy hes let his imszinetion get the *ost of him,"

My sons heve never known what it wes to be pecor, nor my deughter,
my son—in-lew and my dsughter—in-lew, They heve never had the experience.
They heve never seen 2 dust storm thet has made & whole city cne mess of
derkness. I saw them for weeks on end, They have never seen the top soil
blown away. They have never seen the banking structure of a great industrial
end financiel netion collapse, They have never seen bread lines, They don't
know sbout the depression — and I hope they nmever heve to learn.

But becsuse they heve mever seen it doesn't mean that they sre re-
moved from obligation to help the poor or the needy, or to bde good Americens
end good citizens, In fect, they have 2 greater cbligetion.

I never did feel thet one who was forced to go on relief, cr WPA,
or cell it what you will, hed much of en obligation to his community, I
heard meny people say, "Well, they gnt help from the Government and they
ought, therefore, to be grateful."

Do you know the man who ought to be grateful? The men who didn'$
have to go on relief. Thet is the men who should be grateful, What 2 brezk.
How luckV] wes, My femily didn't heve to, We cezme mighty close to it.

We were living off people who were on it; we were in business.
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I never have forgotten that. I heve never felt high and mighty, and
I have been very, very concerned sbout what conditions might preveil in this
country. *n the years shead.

I think thet those of us who have been fortunate enouszh to have &
better bresk in life ought to remember our heritege, 2nd we ought to remember
the experiences of our elders; we ought to remember the history of our community;
éé ought to remember what other people kave gone through to give to us, 2nd
then we ought to do something a2bout it end make sure thsat what we have received

will never be squendered or exploited or wasted, but that we will add to it,

and we will use it for good purposes,

Meny en immigrent came to this country with nothing, Fortunately,
they ceme to 2 country that offered opportunity, where there was & sense of
compaseion, where there was charity, where there were orgenizetions - = if
not the United Jewish Appesl in those deys, similer orgenizestions — people
thet helped you and helped your perents snd your grandperents., And out of
this help, out of this act of compassion 2nd cherity ceme capzble people,
successful people, educated people, people with prestige, people who geined
respect end edmiretion in their community, people who sccumulated wordly
goods., Some of the most generous people in Americe —— who have contributed
to this netion’s economy, to the erts 2nd culture of our country -~ = are the
very people who came to us with little or nothing, the hungry, the wesry,
the tired =nd the sick. When they were given the privilege of meking some-—
thing out of their lives, they didn't forget thet fact snd they have con-
tributed generously, not only to America but to others, who were in similer

circumstances far away.
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My fellow Americens, we sre blessed people in this country.

We heve a fabulous social structure thet provides for the needy where there
is need« But not 211 zrezs of the world azre the same.

Now, it just goes without saying thet if you are one of the fortunete
ones, nne who lives in the good house, in the good nelghborhood, with your
children in good schools, in good heslth, and thet it seems as if God shines
upon you with his beneficence and his generosity, then you have a specisl

obligation to one that is not in those circumstances, and thet is what the

United Jewish Appeal is 211 about.

UJA is not an orgenizetion; it is 2 sense of personsl commitment
to compession, to cherity, to helpfulness, to sssistsnce to the needy, to
those who need 2 helping hend, And what better thing is there you can do?

It mekes 2 better citizen out of you., The best citizens thet we have, the
best people thet we hesve, 2re the people who learn how to shere. I 2#m going
to meke 2 statement here tonight that T don't think snyone cen disprove.

I have never known 2 nastion or an individusl that bankrupted itself
or himself by shering, by generous sharing, But I heve seen individuals who
lived 2 life th#t was ingrown; 2 life that was selfish:; I heve seen nations
that lived a life that was selfish, and they czme crumbling and tumbling
down in despair and distress,

We saw it in America in 1929, 1930, 1931, 1932, We closed our gztes
to immigration, closed our gates to foreign trade, closed our foreign
finencing, closed our minds, closed our hearts, closed our benks 2nd closed
our business, end we 2lmost went into 2 total collapse until someone re—
minded us that the purpose of society and of government was socisl Justice
end not just budgets, or double entry bnokkeeping, or whet some people czalled
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I heve seen individusls the seme way, who have lived the misersble
life of protecting themselves only, only to lose everything either through
sickness or tragedy or miscelculation in business., And it is to the eternal
credit of this netion es e netion thet we heve shrred of our tremendous
pro*iction end wealth with others 2nd as we shered with them we heve grown
more prosperous,

I know I'm a politician, I get 2ll the mail, I get 2 thousand letters
e day a2t 2 minimum -~ ~ #nd I resd meny of them. And I pay texes, and I've
got the Internel Revenue Service lookinz 2t me just like it lenks =2t you, end
I've got 2 lot of others lroking, too,

I know what it meens to fece up to these prodlems, I heve 2 family.
I am not 2 men of weelth, but I went to tell you, I #m preud of the foct that
I have been able to live in 2 time when the United States of Americe hss been
eble to help others to help themselves, when we have been #ble to be zenerous,
when we heve been 2ble to extend to people not only our money, our wealth,
but 8lso our youth, our people, our technology, our science, our know-how,
Whet & wonderful thing theat is, And I am pleassed that I have been &ble t¢
live in & time when I cen come to group after group such &s yours =nd urge
you, literslly, implore you, to give, not only of weslth end of money, but of
yourselves: to pour yourselves, your soul, your bedy, your spirit into the
good works 2nd the good deeds thest need to be done, end there is so much that
needs to be done, so terribly much,

Thenk zoodness for young people, They are younger than most of you.
First of 211, they sre ideslistic. When you meet 2n eighteen-year-cld,
or 2 nineteen, »r twenty-one yesr old in college, he is filled with idezlism,

he has the answers. You know it right away,
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Well, those 2nswers are almost s good as the znswers of those that
have got bigger enswers 2nd such youngsters talk to you with 2 sense of pur—
pose, & gsense of ideslism thet comes from our heritage, our Judaeo-~Christiesn
heritage., It comes from whet we c£ll our Western culture, this democratic
heritege. The day young Americens don't hsve this sense of ideslism, that is
the dey to worry end that sense of ideslism needs to come along with young
femilies, beczuse we as perents caen't impert it unless you believe it, snd the
best way to believe it is by example.

When young people See mother and fether doing what needs to be done
for those who can't do it for themselves, then the idesls of giving, of
sharing, of compassion, of cherity, of faith, come 2live.

You cen telk sbnrut sharing 211 you went, end it doesn't meen much,
But when you shere, the act snd exsmple are powerful, end I happen to know
that in this sudience tonight are the very people who are setting that grod
example, not only for femilies, but for communities,

I repeat: cherity, voluntary service, is zood for the aoulland
good for the citizen, snd good for the citizenry.

One of the virtues distinguishing the United States from other
societies is our voluntery activity. We don't depend upon orgsnized govern-—
ment for everything. We depend upon individuel citizens, groups, orgenizations,
ethnic groups, religious groups, cultural groups and civic groups to do things
that need to be done. We have got to have 2 contimuing line of leedership
coming up.

When I go home to my home state of Minnesota I have to be very sure
thet I am doing well politicelly. There are more young men and women wanting

my job then I cen count, end they sre in my perty. When I started out in
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politics they called it "Rumphrey's disper brigade.”™ I was the old man. I
wes thirty-four when I wes elected, The present Secretary of Agriculture
Orville Freemen) was one of our diaper brigade; Senstor Eugene McCarthy wes one
of our diaper brigade; the present Governcr ¢f Mimnesota (Arthur Msklin) was cne
of our disper brigsde, he was my secretary. He was twenty-~three years of ege, :
when I was thirty-four years of age when I was maycr cf Minneepolis, 2nd we
heve dozens like him,

We started out with young people. Mrs. Eugenia Anderson, wife of
the present Ambassador to Bulgaria, ceme in to work with us politically.
I have prided myself on one achievement in politics; not electien results,
but the fact that we have been 2ble to inspire literslly hundreds cf yourg
pedple to come into the politiczl process, snd we have had no corruption, no
bossism, We have people thet meke sure that the perty is clesn beczuse they
ere looking to clesn out anynne who gets out of step. This is what I meon
by teking over the responsibilities of leadership, As some of us mey falter,
through 2ge, infirmity, mistske or zbuse, or getting too big for ourselves,
then others move in 2nd we leave them with 2 good heritage, just s you have
been left 2 mighty good heritage.

Let me just wind up this messsge on what I think are twc paramount
issues thet are going to require your help. I don't need to tell you that

you have an obligztion, Much has been hsanded on to you and much is expected

of you. I &m sure you know thet today in the emerging countries, youthful
leadership is ever—pwesent, meking meny mistakes but 2lso leesding. I want to
make sure thet our couniry, this United States of America, is in tune with
this youthful leadership end doesn't find itself being worried about those
who are out of tune with the forces of progress. We have a tendency to dc
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that becsuse 2 powerful, rich nastion such as this occesionslly gets a little
streek >f conservatism which once in awhile turns even into reection, That is
why we need young people.

I don't esk you ebout your political party, but we need young
leadership in every svenue snd every welk of Americen life to meke sure that
Americe doesn't become reectionery, to meke sure thst the radicels of the
right don't destroy the rightness of our ceuse, end if we don't heve you
young men end women working in the voluntaery orgenizetions to set the pettern
of sociel conduct end sociel morality we are not going to be sble to hold this
country to the path of sensible, responsible liberaslism 2nd progressivism,

If we don't stey on that path we will lose the peth of lesdership and rightly
so, beceuse this world is going to move. The question of where it moves and
how it moves depends upon leadership,

Leadership meens to be informed, to understand people, to under-
stend the social forces that are at work; to heave & progrem 2nd be willing to
sacrifice for that progrem =nd go out snd do battle for thst prograsm. Thet
is the way we make chenges.

There ere two great issues before the Americen people today. One
is celled Civil Rights and the other ome is celled the Mucleesr Test Ben,

Put it snother wey; humen rights snd vesce, That is eimplifying it.

My public life and in e very reel sense my privete life heve been identified
with these two issues, I =m very grateful to Alen Ssgner tonight for mention-
ing thet in 1948 in Philadelphiz it was my privilege to stand up before the
Democratic convention and introduce 2 minority plenk to the Democratic plat-
form 2nd overturn that convention 2nd meske thet politicsl party fece up to

the truth, end to its responsibilities in the field of humen rights,
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Certeinly we hed the Dixiecrat movement, but we would heve had it
eny way. We just must fece up to that, too. Thet is enother force in
Americen public life thet needs to be exposed for what it is; reection,
selfishness, not just conservatism,

Conservatism hes a8 legitimate role to play in life, public or private,
because 2t lesst it does conserve. But reaction turns back, retreste before
reality snd refuses to face problems #nd chellenges., In 1948 meny men asked
me, "Why did you stand up for civil rights?"

I said, "Beceuse we did it in Minnespolis."

My city wes knawn - 2nd you cen read the book of Carey McWilliems ~
as the next worst anti-semitic city in the United Stetes. We hed the Christisn
Fronters, the Gersld K. Smiths, end all of them. We set out to do something
ebout it. Meybe it was beceuse we were young end we didn't know that we
couldn't do it.

We broke the back of this ugly social phenomencn., We opened up
the clubs in whet was then e civil rights issue. We hed 2 community self-
survey where we put 2 mighty mirror over the whole city end tock a lecok end
saw dirty faces. We found hospitsls thet discrimineted sgz2inst doctors who
were Jewish or Catholic. We found £ll kinds of practices, even in our schoerls
thet people didn't even kmnw sbout, We found clubs with by-lews that they
had never resd and some of us made up our minds thet we would resign from the
clubs or we would stsnd up, 2zmend the laws 2nd we did.

It happened there with 2 group of young people who took on leadership.
We pessed the first municipal ¥eir Employment Practice ordinence with enforce—
ment powers in the United States, They seid it couldn't be done. The City
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Council said they wouldn't vote for it, 2nd I ssid we would get & new City
Council; there will be snother election. We zot 2 helf new City Council =nd
the rest of them got religion,

We got the FEPC. It wesn't easy. So, when Philadelphia came it was
but enother step.

In 1956 I introduced & resolution in the Senate of the United States
to establish & speciel committee in the field of disarmement end erms control
end I wes assailed in meny ereess: "Humphrey is en sppeaser, & communist
sympathizer, undermining the security of the United Steztes." A lot of bunkl
But you expect thet, or wvou get out of politics. If they didn't do that I
wouldn't think thet I was worth while. The day I don't get some criticism
I'11 quit. Of course, thet will give me & long tenure, the way it looks,

We sterted with this little committee snd three yeers later we re-
commended in 1958 2 limited nuclesr test ban treaty to prohibit further
nuclear tests in the etmosphere, under weter #nd in outer spece. We held
hundreds of heerings but nobody paid much attention to them. I used to com—
plain to the newspspers, end I said, "Why don't you cover it?"

They said, "Well, it is not news. Who is getting killed, who is
being assaulted, who is being sccused?" We didn't accuse anybody, we didn't
kill anybody, we didn't find eny crooks. Therefore, it wesn't news, All we
did was study, work, prepere the first great bibliography of dissrmesment
meterisl in the United States 2nd bring ell the litersture together, get
people talking end working in this sres, instructing our delegation to the
United Nations in 1958, in 1959, in 1960, every yeer, to take this up and to
take the lead.
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Ladies and gentlemen, in May of this yesr the Senator from Comnecticut,
Mr. Dodd, and myself, with thirty-four other Senstors, introduced = resolution.
We broke the back of the opposition on the Nuclear Test Ban treety, on thet
day when we had thirty-four Semetors, Until then, there hed been nothing but
en atteck upon anything thet was considered to be 2 limited nuclesr test ban
treaty or eny kind of 2 nuclesr test ben trezty. People said, "You can't trust
the Russians; they wi'l never sgree; you are going to wesken our security."

We hear the seme arguments. Then one day the President of the United States
decided to try once 2z8in, We tried in Geneve. I was there severzl times
working with our delegstion. We g0t no place, end I s#2id in Ceneve lest
February thet if we couldn't get 2 nuclesr test ban treaty by this summer, that
we might never get one.

I spent ten yeers of my life studying in this field, Eight yeors
active chairmanship in 2 committee, end then came June 2nd July end Pres—
ident Kennedy sent 2 note to Premier Khrushchev, to Prime Minister Macmillsn,
and Macmillen 2nd Kennedy sent 2 note to Khrushchev 2nd they s2id, "We would
like to discuss with your representative the possibility of not only & crm-
prehensive treaty that covered underground tests ss well, but 2 limited
nuclear test ban treaty for specific purposes and spell it out."

Strenge as it may seem, Mr, Khrushchev s2id he was interested, Of
course he was interested, He wented other things tied into it too. We said
that we ere not interested in tie-ins. One thing &t & time. Leadies 2nd
gentlemen, the tresty will be settled this coming week before the United States
Senste., A grest historic decision will be mede this coming week; whether or
not the Senste of the United States will advise end consent by 2 two-thirds
majority of the members present, 2nd votinz to the treaty thet wes negotizted
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8t Moscow #nd signed by the Secretery of Stete on behalf of the United States
of America, I predict that it will be ratified.

This took some initiative: it tcok a young president who in June,
at American University, mede a commencement address in which he laid down e
different policy, declering that pesce is a process, and one must build it
step by step, opening the door just 2 little for sensible negotistions., That
stetement had sn electrifyingz effect,

Meny people have asked, why have the Russiene now accepted & treaty
which they wouldn'!t accept before? There sre maybe 2 dozen reesons, some of
them favorable znd some of them not so favorsble. But I am sure of one thing,
thet when President John Kennedy went before that sudience et American
University, with strength of cheracter =nd strength of purpose end yet with
2 sense of understending end reasonsbleness, £nd plesded with the wrrld te
seerch unceesingly for the key to pesce 2nd to search for the process of peacs,
he exemplified leedership in its finest form 2nd it brought 2 fevoresble reesction.

Now, ladies and gentlemen, we have before the Congress of the
United Stetes a tremendous progrem in the field of civil rights, We heve be-
fore the Senate of the United States the first greet post—war treaty that will
put some kind of 2 brzke, limited 2s it is, upon the a2rme race.

Let this be crystal-clear to you: the erms race, if it goes on
without inhibition, if it proceeds pell-mell, will result in cetestrophe, not
only for us but for the world. Any responsible person should know this, end
I ssy in 21l reverence, thenk God thet the President of the United States
knows it and seeks to put some kind of restresint upon the great force of

sclence called nuclear energy which cen be used for maesive destructicn

-more—



17
or for so much good; it only depends upon whet man wills,

Meenwhile: one hundred veers after 1863’ the Americen Negrc wents
equality now, end I know meny people, meny of us, including myself, may heve
said "it seems to me thet they ere geing too fast," or "it seems to me that there
are ton meny demonstrztions," or, "it seems to me this or thet." I supprse
we heve a2ll seid such things privetely.

But, ladies and gentlemen, of 211 the petient people in the world
these fine citizens heve been more petient then snyone else, One hundred years
a8gd> this yeer, Abrehem Lincoln declered slsvery dead snd in those one hundred
yeers the Americen Negro still has not been given the opportunity to reelize
full perticipation in Americen democracy.

If our people hel been 25 concerned sbout the "citizenship gep" es
we were sbout the missile gep, we wouldn't have these demonstretions, we
wouldn't heve this disorder, we wouldn't have this ugly scene of police 2nd
police dogs setting upon Americens beceuse they went the right to sit et a
lunch counter, or the right to vote, or the right to go into & public park.
How ridiculous cen we be?

The Constitution of the United Stetes doesn't provide for second
class citizenship; it provides for one citizenship, 2 Citizen of the United
Stetes of Americs, with equel privileges ond immunities and equel protection
under the law #nd no state mey pess sny law th2t denies eany verson life,
liberty or property without due process of law., Thet is the Constitution,

What has happened in Americe is not redicel, It is very, very con—
servative. We 2re trying to conserve 2 greast constitutionsl system, but it

is in 2 sense, 2 revulution beceruse meny pecple, not only colored, 2re
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determined thet we are going to eliminete from this society every vestige of
bigotry, of intolersnce, of discriminstion. My fellow Americsns, you czn't
eliminate it for you or me unless it is eliminated for other people, We heve
to remember thet, In meny erees of the world there is bigotry to be found
end discriminstion szsinst Catholics, Protestents and Jews, white 2nd Negro,
or those of other colors,

What is our gosl, whet is our purpose?

It is first: e unity of humenity - people creeted in the imege of
their meker, with equal righte, equal privileges, equsl responsibilities,
equel opportunities — not thet they 211 will necessarily erd up equel, but
they should heve 2n equal stert, end they heven't hed it in meny eress of
Americen life snd we ere peying for it,

Oh, I know it is goinz to be untidy, I know it is going to be ugly
£#nd I know thet meny of us e2re going to be very disturbed, You cen honestly
criticize some of the things thet ere happening. But just remember this,

we never did have "separate but equal" opportunities in Americen schocls of

this country. The "separate but equel" doctrine in the South denied both the

white end the colored, decent education 2nd the South has been the viectim of
its own sociel pettern, &s hes meny # northern community, but ot long lsst we
are going to do something about it. ILike any period in humen history where
there is upheaval, where long time wrongs #re being righted 2nd where people
want to hurry to overcome the gbuses of centuries in only & deczde, there will
be untidyness, there will be ugliness, there will be disorder, there may even
be violence.

Whet cen we do sbout it? We cen set the patterns of tolersncs,
of understending, in our lives, in our activities, in our orgenizetions that

give good exsmples.
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. So, I leave you with this thought thet whet we sre doing is_not
merely to survive. I heve heard meny peovle sey, "Well, we heve to build the
strong defenses,thet we heve today. We need strong defenses, if we look upon
them 28 # shield thet protects us while we rerch out to do the good work zhead,”

Hdeny people sey thet we must heve this to survive., I went to go on
record thet I do not just want to survive, Just survivel is not good enough
for God's finest creestion celled the humen being. If o1l you went to do is
survive then you cen be 2 cowerd, you cen deny the feith of your fsthers, you
cen run ewey from responsibility, you cen deny thet you are en Americen or =
Jew #nd you will survive., But if vou went to live 2 good life #nd if wyou
want to put mesning to what we c21l life, liberty snd the pursult of heppiness,
you 2re going to heve to do something more then survive. You #re going to
heve to come to grips with the issues of the day. You 2re going to heve to
teke & stend end you ere going to hrve to be & leader in your own community,
in your own block, in vour own synagogue or your own group end in vour own
county, or in your own stfte or your own country, end you ere going to heve to
be willing to stend up #nd be counted #nd you are going to heve to reslize
that to give of one's self for life, liberty #nd the pursuit of happiness,
requires dedicetion, requires grest shering of not only weelth snd resources,
but of spirit, of body, of energy end minds,

S0, let us meke 2 commitment thet survivel is not enough for our
civilizetion. You cen "survive" under communism, you cezn survive under
Nesserism, you cen survive under every form of tSoteliteriesnism, you cen
survive if you will sell out, if you will repudiste whet you ere. But if you

reelly went to live snd if vou reslly went to 2ssist those who went to live,
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. then you ere going to heve to lesd end thet mesns you teke up where your

elders left off. You build on what they zeve to you #nd you pess on to the

next generstion 2 better world, 2 better home, 2 better city =nd 2 better UJA.

o0o
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Ladies 2nd gentlemen, I heve heard Senator Humphrey speesk meny times,
However, I have never heard him spesk with &s much wermth end generrsity end
breadth of visimn 28 he spoke tonight.

What you did, Senator, whether you rezlize it or not, wes something
quite fantestic. You talked on the brosder scope of humen esspirastions with no
reference a2t 2ll to country, nstion, citizenship, perochislism rr sectarienism.

You talked zbout men end what men wanted; what men needs end what men
hes to achieve in this world, the smell plenet on which we live., There couldn't
have been 2 broader canves on which to paint the outlines of 2 credo then that.

You were 2ble to do thet simultaneously with expressive concern for
whet mizht sppeer to be smell problems compsred to those big ones: nemely,
the sm2ll problems which we fsce &s 2 smell group of 12 million people on 2
planet of 3 billion.

You tslked about the condition of men on the planet, 2nd you telked
about the probleme of our tiny little segment of men.

The brosdest, the grendest, the greatest, the tiniest, the most con-
fined, the most sectsrian, end you created 2 state of non-incongruity between
the twn. The two became congruous 2nd they became blended. That, Sena—
tor Humphrey, is why you struck thet sympathetic note in this group. All of
us are thrilled end motivated by the chellenge which is given us to be broasd
end liberal, humen end loving. We respond to the chellenge of immediate re-~
sponsibility for the feith snd future end destiny of the people with whose

heritege we are entrusted,
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The men who understsnds what goes on in the beatinz heesrt of the bleck :
is the seme men who understands what goes on in the beating heert of the Jew.
The men who understends thet the whole humen species is seeking its salvetion
2lso understande thet our perticular segment of it feels that it hes something
to contribute to the future welfere of the whole humsn species, Therefore, the
safety, the assursnce of life for our smell segment is vital not only for it
alone, but 2lso for the whole humesn rece who will benefit from that which we
cén produce if we are enabled to live in peace.

The blending between the microcosmic and the macrocosmic is what you
did here tonight, Senstor, snd this is why you struck in us the fantestic re-
eponse you did,

We have called this Young Leadership Conference into being -~ — this
level of responsibility in the orgesnized Jewish community -~ = in order to
Plunge you young men 2nd women into the middle of 2n historic process,

Your fethers sterted it, and they did megnificently for a quarter of
e century, Maybe you ere awere of the origins, during those bleck days of 2
querter of 2 century ego. Mzybe you heve resd the broks or telked to the
people who lived through it, Mesybe some of you &re o0ld enough to heve been
actuz2lly on the fringe of it, or had it impinged upon your conscience. I speak,
of course, of those derk #nd evil d=ys when men #nd women 21l over the civilized
world ete their deily breed while Jewish bebies were being reduced to glowing
piles of 2shes, end nobody did enythingz a2bout it,

Those were the deys of our darkest defeat, Those were the days of
& weekness and 2 pelsy which set in, cPusing us almost to lese our feith in

menkind, However, we did come through., We ceme through with 2 fantastic
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sense of reinvigoration and rededication and the determinstion not to zdmit
defeet, even though & third of us have been lost.

We plowed forward, decade after decade, to the high point of re—
specteble achievement which now lies behind us,

The State of Isrsel has been crested, A politicsl and economic fact
exists in the world todsy which gusrantees thet there will never sgsin be
crematoria for Jewish children. A certein number of Jews in the world heve
been trensmigreted from 2 condition of servitude to 2 condition of freedom.
Thet's the midpoint 2t which we stend now, All that hss been done wes done by
others.

You Young Leaders now have the opportunity of continuetion., What is
required is 2 simple philosaphical credo so thest you know what you believe in,
the simple agends of action so that you know what you heve to do, and the
simple determinetion that you will mzintein the szme shining dedication.

Our way is not one of bcmbest or braggodocio, but rather 2 simple, pragmstic,
glmost factuel approach,

"What ere the factst" say you. Thet is not whet your fathers seid,
Your fathers reacted emotionslly,

You say, "Whet ere the fectst" We give them to you.

"whet do we have to do?" you ask, I shell tell you, All that's left
is for you to ssy, "All right, we will do it." If you say thet, reinforced
philosophiczlly by whet you believe 2nd reinforced pregmaticelly by what needs
to be done, then I #m convinced thet your determinastion will cerry you as
brilliently e2e it cerried the generation before towesrd the sccomplishment of

these goesls,
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What we believe is very simple, The philoscphicel basis of this is
not hard to comprehend. We do not live our lives for our cwn personel pleas—
ure slone, We do not live our lives for the zood of our femilies =slone, We
do not live our lives even for the good of our natior. aslorne,

We live our lives for the good of the entire human race tov which we
belong. Thet genersl theory of humen conduct #pplies to our Jewish theory of
humen conduct, end it imposes upon us the responsibility of living on behzlf
of 211 the other Jews in the world,

There is no indivisibility except by neurntic self-hatred, indulgence
or selfish withdrawel, These are your only ignoble ways out.

There is no indivisibility, snd you are responsible for the life and
the feith of the farthest Jew in the mesnest corner of the globe, whether it
ie 2 village high in the Andes Mountains or & villsge beyond the Ural Mountains,

He is yours to worry sbout, That's the whole credo.

We ere the lergest, biggest, richest, sefest, Jewry in the world.

The monkey is on our back, snd there is no way to divest ourselves of it except
by cheap snd wvulger repudistion of duty &nd responsibility. Thet ies something
you 2re not sbout to indulge in,

Sn, eccepting the philosophicel besis for this and accepting the
sense of duty thet is implicit in it, 211 you heve to kmow is what has to be
done, Quite simply, quite unmelodrematicelly, the zgenda of history which un-
folds itself es we lrok at the next decade is this;

The impossible thinge, which we shell meke possible, are these:

We shell determine thet every Jew on the fsce of this esrth shall

come to live in 2 condition of politicel freedom, If he does not enjoy it in
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the country of his birth or residence, we shzll trensmigrazte him to =z plece
where he shell enjoy it, In this regerd, we 2re heavily involved in the
process of migretions from l2nds in the Communist bloc znd from lands in the
Moslem bloc,

With that process, we zre substentizlly on the wey toward cecmpletion,
for the reservoir of people left behind in the ccuntries in those twr blecs
is now considerably less then the number of pecple we heve alreedy teken out,

Second, we shell attempt to 2chieve 2 condition of spirituel freedom
which includes 211 of the thinzs that men considers importent — - his mind,
his heelth, his educstion, his opportunity to meke & living. All of these
things, too, we shzll seek to obtzin for every Jew, wherever he may live on
the face of the earth. In many lends, lerge trensmigrations of the populatiown
gre not necessary in order to a2chieve that ohjective:

We cen work successfully inside meny countries of tha world to attein
that higher standard of excellence to which we aspire.

Third, we shall work with no cessstion until the lend of Israel is
absolutely free, secure, self-sufficient and in such 2 state of perfect health
from every point of view that it cen 2o on to contribute to the less-developed
netions of the world, This is the ultimate sstisfaction we seek ~ — not merely
our own securify, but achieving 2 position where we cen then go forwerd to du
things for others,

That meens many things. It means thet every new immigrent into
Isrzel must be mede free snd strong, prospercus and educated end he2lthy,

It mesns thet the country's long borders must be defended, its vast

deserts irrigated, its industry develcped.
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Switzerland hes 4 million citizems, Isresel will heve 4 million
citizens before two more decades heve run their course.

When Isrsel reaches the pecpulation, the safety, the security znd
the prosperity of Switzerlend, we hope thet she will slresdy heve lesrned to
do explosive miracles in helping dozens of other nations throughout the world
achieve the ssme things,

I love Switzerlend, but it is @& country which is quiet, stegnant 2nd
without impact., This is not for us. We zre too voletile, we heove too much to
do end to say end to contribute, 2nd we shall meke Isrzel the yehicle through
which the Jewish spirit, from the dsys of the prcrhets in the Bible, will find
its expression in modern politicel terms so that other nations cen understand
end copy 2nd enjoy.

This is the s2gende, In precticel terms, it mesns thet we heve & huge
problem as fer as the Jews of Russia ere concerned for the next few yezrs,

It meens we shell hsve to watch 2nd be cereful for thet populetion in South
Africe which mey very well be in the jaws of 2 greet jeopardy.

It meens we shell have to weatch cerefully in Latin America, perticular-
ly in Argentine, where we have hs1lf 2 million people, #nd where the struggle
for democracy is so fragile #nd insecure that no one krows what the future of
that grest subcontinent will be,

There are specific, intangible things for which we will watch. There
are specific, tezngible problems which you will have to solve.

Every one of these impossible things will be done, &nd it will be
done with your perticipation. A few years from now it will be done with yuur
contrsl, and 2 few yeers after that with your enjoyment as you see these huge

social forces being menipulasted successfully end great humesn geins being mede.
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. Knowing whet you believe in, Ynowing what tests you heve szhesd, know-
ing *het there is only one weespon et our disposzl besides our feith znd deter—
minetion - - that wespon being our money —~ — you will address yourselves with
diligence to the tesk which lies before you, This is the task of insuring the
flow of thet money, #nd thet's whet the UJA is 211 sbout.

This is 2 time for freshmness, 2 time for enjoyment of the sssumption
of responsibility.

At many meetings of your elders, there is telk sbout this being the
time for feeling tired, Not for you, ZEverything has 2 sense of timing,

Nobody understood it better then the old preacher in the Bible.
Remember the passage in the book of Ecclesiastes:

"To every thing there is 2 se=son, 2nd a time to every purpose

under the heaven: a time to be born, 2nd 2 time to die; 2 time to

. plent, and 2 time to pluck up that which is plented; 2 time tn kill,

and & time to he2l; 2 time to bresk dcwn, 2nd 2 time to build up;

a time to weep, 2nd 2 time to leugh; 2 time to mourn, 2nd a time tc
dence; & time to cest away stones, end =2 time to gesther stones tn-
gether; 2 time to embrece, #nd 2 time to refrein from emdbrecing;

2 time to seek, 2nd 2 time to lose; & time to keep, 2nd 2 time to
cest away; 2 time to rend, #nd # time to sew; 2 time to keep silence,
end 2 time to speek; 2 time to love, 2nd 2 time to hate; & time of

wer, end a time of pesce. To everything there is 2 time 2nd 2 seazson."

There is 2 time to be soft, there is 2 time to stay strong., This
is no time to relent, not when we are hslf-way through an historicel process,
No relenting] Fescinzstion with the opportunity to control history,
. fantastic determination to act 2s the gients in our past scted, great znd -
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glorious thankfulness thzt we live in en environment of pure freedom where we
cen do whet we went with our lives, our destiny, our time, our money.

This is the time for gathering the strength of our people e2gein in the
hends of the successor generation; 2 time when, with 2 new burst of energy,
we shall go forwerd to congquer 2 new series of problems with the possibility
that we may see the completion of it in our own lifetimes, Thet is something
thet few men cen ever enjoy.

Thenk you very much,

oo
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Thenk you very much, Mr. Sonnsbend, Friends, I em delighted to heve
the opportunity of being here with you this morning, The lest time I met some
of you, it was at what you celled 2 "retreat," 2nd I cen see from the evidence
befor® my eyes this morning that it was 2 retreast in preperation for s very
big edvence,

I would like to congratulste you on thet, I heerd & grest dezl when
I wes in Israel this summer sbout the success of the Young Leadership Mission,

Listening to the reports this morning #nd knowing whet I do sbout the
purpose of the Young Leadership progrem of the UJA, I hope you will forgive me
if I spend 2 few minutes reminiscing & bit sbout the past. Then I will heve
something to say sbout the future.

I wes very vividly reminded of my own pest snd the immediste pest of
Isrsel when I wes back there sbout 2 month sgo. I menezed to get & few days
off, and went up to Upper Gelilee to visit friends of mine 2t 2 kibbutz celled
Kfar Blum, Thet night, while telking with my friends, I was reminded of the
fect that 25 yesrs 2go some of them had come over from Englend to Pelestine.
It wes the same yeer in which I ceme to Palestine to settle.

I remembered visiting them just # few weeks after I arrived in
Pelestine in 1938, end I tried to sum up to myself thet night what these people
have achieved in the space of 25 years, They heve built 2 wonderful village
where they heve echieved 2 gresceful way of living, providing grest happiness
end setisfaction to them 2nd their children. They have invested 25 yeers of

cesseless toil to cultiveting one tiny corner of the lend.

=nore—



During this 25~yeer period, they heve treined meny hundreds of young
people who heve since gone on to settle elsewhere in Israsel, They sterted 2
little industry which 2 few yesrs 2go wes hended over to the neerby immigrant
town of Kiryat Shmone., Today, this industry provides employment to between 20
and 30 people, 2nd it is now engeged in export, Whet is this industry? It is
the production of dried a2lfelfa, A very prossic thing, but it brings in 2 nest
sun of pounds sterling every yeer beceause its merket is in Englend.

When I first met my friends, shortly sfter they settled in this plece,
nearly o211 of them were down with melaria. Among the cld-timers in this village,
there isn't 2 men or women who hesn't st one time or sPnother hed 2 melarisl
stteck,

After 25 yeers, their lends ere so clezn of mosquitces that there
isn't 2 single cese of melaria, nor have there been any smong their children.

They eslso mede sscrifices for the land snd for freedom, One of their
members, Dr, Segemen of Englend, wes killed in the Western Desert. There was
enother who ceme to Isrsel in 1948, plenning to be 2 member, Instesd, he wes
czught up in the Wer of Independence, 2nd he wes killed by en Arsb shell whils
operating on 2 wounded soldier in 2 field surgical station,

Herry Leschrer of the United Stetes was killed in 1948 by 2 sniper.
Boreh Jacobson af Rigz 1nst his life in Y¢+1d War II es one of 2 party of 23
Jewish commezndos who were on their way to Syris, when it was under enemy control,
to carry out sabotage on behalf of the Allies,

And so they heave their record of sacrifiees, too, end this in brief is

the story of their 25 years, It is not en exhilarating story, but it is =

-more—



3
record of very solid achievement during the most stirring snd dremstic period
in Jewish history. In 25 years, they heve created & living end continuing
mcrument to the unshekebility of the Jewish epirit and of Jewish vitelity.

A couple of days =fter spending thet evening with those friends, I
went down to Ellat, some 30 kilometers or so from Beersheba, In the middle of
whet is todey on uninhebited wasteland, the first stekes are gring in for the
future. It will teke 25 or 30 yeers before the settlers here will be 2ble to
produce the record of schievement which ie on the books todey et Kfar Blum.

It is e very coursgeous step. They are tackling it very sensibly, and
the founding fathers of Eillt are young femilies who heve come from settled
perts of the country. The plan provides for the formestion of e leadership corps
to get the place sterted on the right ecomomic, socisl 2nd educationsl lines.
This will provide the nucleus which will, in the yeers eshead, be eble to ab-
802> thousends ~ ~ perheps tens of thousends, if they are successful ~ -~ of new-
comers to the country., It will build for them =2 pattern inte which they cen
fit end sdept themselves.

I 2m saying this because I believe that there is no reeson at sll
why in your work with the UJA, you need ever feel thet you are doing enything
proseic, or feel disappointed or ocecesionally bored by doing the seme thing
yeer after yeer, That is whet we 2ll heve to do, and I think it should be our
hope and prayer that in the 25 years that lie shead of us we will not be celled
upon for the dremastic self-sacrifice which so meny of our people mede during
the past 25 years.

I hope we will be =ble to evoid war, not only in the Middle East,

but throughout the world, end thest nobody will have to do 2gain what so meny
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nf you did in World Wer II or in Koree, ¢r whet so meny of our people in

Isreel had to do in the wer of liberation in 1948, Let us hope that we will

be sble to expend our energles on building. The technique of building is
essentially prosaic: you put brick on brick, or you pour the cement into forms.
You need 2 lot of vision to see the finel product before you stop work.

Many of the problems which heave arisen in the past 25 years are
essentielly proseic, I remember one settler saying to me, "Abe, you remember
the big speeches we used to listen to ebout saving the Jewish people? When I
g0 out into the fields and spend eight, ten or twelve hours lifting potatoes,
it seems to me that 1lifting potatoes is lifting potetoes. There is nothing
very exciting about it,"

The whole purpose is thet while you are lifting potatoes, you must
convince yourself thet unless you do it the Jewish people won't be saved. You
cen't say it to yourself with every peilful that you stick into 2 sack, but
every now end egein you have to remind yourself, or you won't be e£ble to stznd
the pace, Of course, it is true,you don't build freedom, nor do ycu meintein
freedom which is very of ten more difficult than building it. You don't do
thet unless you can persuade yourselves 211 the time thest these prosaic deily
chores are the stuff of freedom 2nd thet without them nothing will emerge.

Let me sesy something sbout this business of mainteining freedom,
beceuse thet is the big chore.

The l2nd of Israel is strewn with monumente that should remind us
thet 211 our civilizetion is very tenuous indeed. The buildings of the
pest that heve been excevated throughout Isrsel ere visible remmnents of very

rich and very successful civilizations thet fell into sshes and dust,
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There is nothing essentizlly dursble 2bout the civilization of the Twentieth
Century unless men sre prepered to sustain their achievements, 2nd they won't
be £ble to sustein them unless they are guided by the conviction that these
achievements were crested by men to serve men, end that they csn only be pre-
served if they continue to serve humsn beings.

The meintenence of freedom is, therefore, 2 much more difficult thing
then its initisl attainment. All of us who heve been in revolutionary move~
ments and who heve been pert of 2 struggle for the shaking off of foreign rule
cen tell ourselves in retrospect that thet wss en eassy period becsuse there was
2 cleer terget to resch. It was also en exciting period. Men 2nd women are
prepered for self-sacrifice during # period of wer for they cen tell themselves
all thet is needed is 2 tremendous burst of energy which will end in peace.

How much more difficult it is to mobilize people eround the task of meintaining
peece and using that pesce for its own rightful objectives.

People will underzo rstioning in time of war, but it is much more
difficult to persuasde them to be self-disciplined in time of peace, I hope that
this is the kind of difficulty thet we are going to face in the 25 years that
1ie sheed,

In the next 25 yeers, I hope our children will not have to witness
bloodshed, whether it be Jewish bdlood or any other dleod., Our Job during the
next querter of 2 century will be to maintsin the advences of the Jewish people
which heve been mede since the end of the wer snd to perpetuste and extend the
freedem which the Jews heve won for themselves in Isrsel.

I think there is going to be 2 big job aheed of us in the hext 25 years.
The content of this job is going to be what it hae been in the past: the

building of people.
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Just one or two remarks sbout thet: the building of people., Those of
you who have followed the problems of the newly emerging countriee ere heering,
more end more, & new piece of sociclogical jergon celled "humen resources"
which meeans, simply, "people.” It took sociologists working in verious
universities to rediscover 2 very ancient truth: nsmely, that the source of
humen society is the individusl humen being, end the gquelity of 2 humen soclety
is entirely decided by the quelity of the individual human beings that make
up that socisty.

One of the tendencies thest I think we have to resist in Isresel is the
tendency on the part of the people that ere concerned for their community,
its welfere 2nd its future, to look for the easy rosd; to build buildings
rather then to concern themselves at ell times with the basic question of
whether those buildings are there to serve anybody. They ere there to serve
people end are, therefore, the essence of every project. The criterion for the
measuring of every project is, do humen beings need it end to whet extent is
this project going to serve humen beings. It is the quelity of humen resources
thet is going to sustein the freedom that has been won in the free world, that
is going to sustein the messure of freedom which the Jewish people heve won in
the last twenty yeers, In sddition to that, the question that precccupies
us is, sre there humen beings in the Jewish crmmunities in various parts of the
world thet still heve not been provided with the c¢pportunity of being free.

The emphesis in Israel todsy end, I hope, for the next 25 yesrs, is
on the building of humen quelity, on educetion end treining in their various
forme, and on enebling humen beings to find the measure of their own imnate

cepacities, I hope thet that will be the criterion that will be epplied to
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Projects of Jewish communsl service throughout the free world, There is = long
way to go there, 2 very long way,

Now & little proseic fact, ladies and gentlemen: in 1962, lest ye:r -
nobody knows ebout it, it didn't sppeesr in any newspaper headline — but in
1962, two hundred thousand Jews migrated from their countries of origin (to
verious lends) including the Jews of Algeria, or most of them. Thet hesn't
happened in 2 very long time, The previous peek year wes 1950 or 1951 when the
figure- wasn't very much higher. That process of Jewish migration hasn't come
to en end, es we ell know, end ss many of you sazw when you were in Israel Jjust
a few weeks 2g0 on yvour Lesdership Mission.

The fizures of the first six months of immigretion im 1963 show that
we ere heeded in the seme direction 2s we were in 1962, The figure for 1963
could well be e bit higher then 1962, end thet is going to meke our growth of
population in Israel in 1963 at least as high es it waes lest year ~ — nenmely,
about 2 four percent population growth, This is going to cell for & lot of re—
sources to serve humen beings: education, schools, training, hospitels, clinics,
jobs, houses and lots of little services to ensble these pecple to live &s they
ought to live, to give these people the tools 2nd resources that they require
in order to express their free personalities for their adventsge snd for thet
of their community,

Thet, of course, is 2lso the situation in the grestly expended Jewish
community of Frence, which is very like Isreel in this sense, Like Isrszel, it
grew to its present size after the wer and like Israel, its population is com—
posed of two more or less equel perts: the Jews of centrel and esstern Europe

end Jews from the Arsbic-spesking countries of Northern Africa,

-more—



These ere some of the things thaet ere going to fzce us these next 25
yeers, e#nd I mention them for the reason that I am convinced 2 grest movement
like the United Jewish Appesl just doesn!'t work unless it is susteined by e
sense of mission, The re2l question fecing you, 2nd facing us in Isreel, is,
what is the vision by which we will live &nd work in the querter of a century
that lies ahesd of us? Whet is the vision thet we would instill in our children
that will rise to meturity during this period? Whet will we hsnd over to them
in terms of humen vision end of Jewish vision? We cznnot succeed without 2
sense of vision., No great movement in human history ever has, We 2lways fall
short of the vision, but we must have e cleer sense of purpose by which to
measure #nd judge everything thet we do day by dery.

I believe that this sense of purpose must consist of two or three major
compcnents. TFirst, is a cleer understending by all of us that liberty hes got
to be sustazined end can never be taken for grented,

The central problem of 211 human society is that it is never static,
that history never stops a2t one point, thet there is elweys movement, If there
isn't 2 drive pushing that movement forward, then the putomatic part of move~
ment in humen effeirs has alweys been retrogressive. Civilizetions are destroyed
from within unless they ere led by people who are consciously snd deliberately _
vushing them forward in 2 constructive direction, If we want to meintein pesce
in the world, if we went to preserve the institutions end practices of humen
freedom in your country, in my country, in every free country in the world, we
are going to need thet kind of vision ourselves snd to instill it in our children.
May we have an unremitting consciousness of the need to sustain freedom, to

relive it end rebuild it dey by day, week by week and year by year. We cannot
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do it by epeeches, but by reducing this wvision to 2 qqnstent succession of
finite, tengible, prosesic objectives: enother achooa. enother class in the
university, snother social project, znother socisl utility - — thoussnds and
thousends of little things thet serve znd enoble humen beings and ensble them
to live in freedom.

The other part of our vision for the future of the Jewish people is
thet the way we live — -~ you in Americe end we in Isrsel — ~ is the wey in which
every Jew in the world wants to live, This is the way in which every Jew in
the world hes the right to live —~ -~ to be free as & humen being, #nd free &s a
Jew to live in accordence with his own conscience. We remind ourselves thet
there are millions of Jews in 1963 who still do not have that right, but who
do heve that will,

We've got to sustesin their will end help them reach the day when they
can acquire that right.

People who believe in freedom have to helievelthat the attainment of
freedom is en historicel inevitebility. This is how men were creasted to live,
Freedom ceén be teken swey, but the will for it cannot. As long as they have
the will snd yesrning for it, those Jews will reech it, When they do, we must
be there to help them cross the bridge into freedom which we are building for
them,

These 2re grest generslizstions, but these sre the generalizations by
which men move themselves end move others, Men cznnot move themselves cr others
unless they heve the coursge — - end this is the resl coursge —~ —~ to understend
thet the road to the sttazinment of goals like these is oftentimes 2 proseic

road,
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It is not a drematic road, this road of annual cempeigns, It is the
road of reising the percentasge in one community, of persuading & single in-
dividuel, of increasing one's own knowledge sbout this or that segment of the
front, of moving forward from one objective to the next. It is the 2bility to
sustein one's vision, not in periods of greetness, but from one committee meet—
ing to the next, 2nd getting = project on the road. I hope there are going to
be meny cempeigns shead of you. I hope this not becsuse I believe in fund
reising for its own sake, but becsuse I know that there is going to be =z tre—~
mendous need for money.

There a2re going to be meny cempaigns shead of us. You won't be =ble
to summarize them or their significence to you or their generel historical
significence except at intervals of 2 guarter of 2 century. I first went to
Pelestine 2 quarter of & century ago -~ - 2 month after Munich, It wasn't easy
in those days to believe in the future of the world or of humanity, or in the
future of the Jewish people.

In November of 1938, 2 few weeks after I ceame to Jerusalem to settle,
the synagogues went up in flemes throughout Germeny,

The prospects in 1963 sre different, The reality is more positive
and, therefore, the challenge is grester. The opportunity is slso greater.

I think that we are going to need your kind of courege in the next 25 years.
end thet is why I am so grestly moved by this spectacle. You Young Leaders

sre tackling your Jjob intelligently end ere driven forward by a sense of vision.
You heve the #bility to plen the implementation of thet vision in a2 highly
intelligent 2nd instructive way.

We ere goins to need thet kind of epproach in the quarter of a

century thet lies shead, I do not think thet we shell ever ettain the vision,
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for there is never eny completeness in humen effeirs. However, we shell move
very considersbly towasrds the attainment of our goal, Twenty-five yesrs from
now, your children will lcck back cn the record of your work and they will be
able t0 say thet you helped the Jewish people towerd the sttzinment c¢f the
final goal. Beceuse of what you ere doing today, the situation of the Jewish
pPeople 2t thet time will be infinitely more secure. The horizons which stretch
before you todsy will be even wider, end the reality of our living dreem even
more intense then &t this moment when you are sssembled here to sustain this
great effort on which you 2re now engasged.

Thenk you.

oo





