




































Premier Industrial Foundation 

Dear Anita: 

4500 EUCLID AVENUE 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 44 I 03 

August 8, 1988 

Thank you very much for your able assistance in registering 
Commission members and handling details throughout the day last 
Monday. As far as I know, everyone got where they were going on 
time and things went very smoothly during the day. We couldn't 
have done it without you. 

I hope that you are managing to keep cool. I'm about ready to 
spend a weekend at the Holiday Inn just for the air 
conditioning . 

Again, many thanks. I hope to see you in December, when we have 
the second meeting of the Commission. 

Mrs. Anita Epstein 
243 Berkshire Road 
Hasbrouck Hts., NJ 07604 

Virgini F. Levi 
Program Officer 
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Brandeis University 
Philip" . Lown 
School of 

Btnjamin ~- Horn~wi11 
Pr\lp:n1m 111 ]£'\\ i~h 
Communal Srr. ie1• 

\\ alrham ri.ta,,arlm,o-11, 
022.34-91 10 

'ienr Ea~tern and 
Judaic Srudies 1, 17-:-:%-2CJCJO 

Mr. Mort Mandel 
Aug . 10 , 1988 

Premier Industrial Corporation 
4500 Euclid Ave . 
Cleveland, OH 4410 3 

Dear Mort , 

I appreciated your phone call . I am pleased that t he 
Hornstei n Program in Jewish Communal Serv ice c an be of 
help in the important developirg work of the Mandel Commission 
on Jewish Education . I am sure Joseph Reimer will be a 
valuable r esource in the project ' s unfolding. 

If we c an be of f u r t her help please call o n me . As 
I mentioned I would be J;ieasei to send you additi onal copi es 
of the book To Build A Profession : Careers i n Jewish Education 
(copy included) , if you fel t this could be o f help in pro­
viding members of your Commission with background i nformatio n 
about Jewish education in America and the prospects of 
enhancing t he profession. 

Best regards and good luck on this very vital p iece 
of work that you have l a unched . 

ng 
enc 

Sincerel y, 

Beb sman 
Director , 
Hornstein Program in 
Jewish Communal Serv ice 



MOHTON L MANDEL 4500 EUCUD AVENUE • CLEVEl.AND, OHIO 44103 

August 12, 198& 

Dear David: 

It was good to hear from you, and I'm delighted that you 
enj oyed the first meeting of the Co1IIlllission. 

I wil l pass on all of your suggestions to the staff, and 
get your ideas into the hopper. There is no doubt that, 
if we a l l work together and think together in a creative and 
disciplined way, we can do a good deal. 

I welcome the opportunity to work with you, and hope you 
will continue to send me your ideas whenever they occur to 
you. 

Thanks again for t aking the time to write, and I look forward 
to seeing you at t he next meeting on December 13. 

Mr. David Hirschhorn 
P.O. Box 238 
Baltimore, MD 21203 

Sincerely, 

MORTON L. MANDEL 

• 



MORTON L MANDEL 4500 EUCUD AVENUE • CLEVELAND, OHIO 44103 

August 12, 1988 

Dear Don: 

I received your nice note of August 4, and I'm so pleased 
that you found the first Commission meeting to be worth­
while and that you are so committed to making this effort a 
success. 

If we pool the wonderful brains and experience that were in 
that room, it can only be good for America! 

Thanks for. writing. Please know how much I appreciate the 
opportunity to work with you and your very strong support of 
this effort. It makes me feel good. 

Warmest personal regards. 

Mr. Donald R. Mintz 
643 Magazine Street 
New Orleans, LA 70130- 3477 

Sincerely, 

MORTON L. MANDEL 

.. 
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CHARLES H. REVSON 
FOUNDATION 

ADRIAN W. DeWIND 
Chairman 

HARRY MERESMAN 
Secretary and Treasurer 

SIMON H, RIFKIND 
Honorary Chairman 

Arthur J. Naparstek 
Man<!ill.,Associated Foundations 
1750 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44115 

Dear Arthur , 

August 16 , 1988 

AUS 2 4 1988 

444 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022-6962 

(212) 935-3340 

ELIN. EVANS 

President 

I want to congratulate you on the success of the meeting an d par t icularly 
the staff contribution to it . I think all of us l earned a great deal about 
Jewish education, which I have found over the years to be mired i n a number of 
myths. The staff wor k was enlightening. Like so many others I was str uck 
with the success of the chemistry of the meeting , which is testi mony to some 
adroit thinking about members as well as Mort 's capacity to draw outstanding 
leaders to the meeting. 

I received a number of requests f r om people regarding my writing on the 
subject of Jewish education and new technology . I was thinking that I might 
ask you to send a copy of my article on this subject t o the members of t he 
Commission. If that puts you in a difficult position, I would b e happy to do 
so myself if you woul d have the staff send me their addresses . Whatever works 
for you .. 

With bes t wishes , 

EE :df {t· 
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CHARLES H. REVSON 
FOUNDATION 

ADRIAN W. DeWIND 

Chairman 

HARRY MERESMAN 
Secretary and Treasurer 

SIMON H. RIFKIND 
Honorary Chairman 

Morton L. Mandel 
450 0 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44103 

Dear Mort, 

August 16 , 1988 

444 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022-6962 

(212) 935-3340 

Ell N. EVANS 

Presidem 

I always admire risk-taking i n philanthropy and more t han t hat, real 
leadership; t h ey are both r a re commodities these days. You convened a 
wonderful meeting and I want to congratulate you for taking t he chanc e on 
launching it for an adroit choice of members . It was refreshing t o watch the 
profess i onals and t he lay leadership listening to each other and I thi nk the 
cooperative spirit was a real tribute to you . I also want to congratulate t he 
staff for pulling t ogether materials and data so we could all talk to each 
other wi th the same set of facts. 

I look forward to par ticipating i n the next meeting . 

Bes t wishes, 

a· 
EE:df 
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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE - JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

Cincinnati • New York • Los Angeles • Jerusalem 

THE PRESIDENT SlOl CLIFTON AVENUE• CTNClNNATI, ORlO 45220-2418 
rsu) 2%1-1875 

Mr . Morton L . Mandel 
4500 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 44103 

Dear Mort : 

August. 23, 1988 

Thank you for your gracious lett.er of August 10 . Seymour gave 
me an update of what transpired when we spoke in Jerusalem and I am 
sorry to have missed a most int.eresting, informative and historic 
meeting . My obligations in Jerusalem were such that it was 
impossible to have torn myself away at that particular time . The 
entering classes were in their first days of orientation and I had 
already other programmat.ic and personal commitments set long in 
advance . I look forward, however, to being with you on Tuesday, 
December 13th. 

I wish you and your family heartfelt good wishes for the New 
Year . May it be one of concinued health, well being and success for 
all of you, but especially for this baby to which you have given 
birth . 

Alfred Gottschalk 

AG/ns 

-r~ ., 



M ONA RIKLIS ACKERMAN, PH. 0 . 

PR£SIOENT 

t Z t 2 1 888~2 0 .3S 

August 25, 1988 

Mr . Arthur J . Naparstek 

RIKLIS FAMILY FOUNDATION 
595 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022 

Di rector, Commiss ion on Jewish Education 
in North America 

Premier Industrial Foundation 
4500 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 44103 

Dear Arthur: 

The first Commission meeting on August 1s t was a great success, for 
which you should b e very proud. 

I recognize and appreciate your skillful handling o f this gatheri ng, 
from the pre- meeting interviews t o the structuring and organizing of 
mat e rials for Commission members. Your careful attention to detail 
was most evident i n the concise out line of the various issues before 
the Commission. 

I also think i t's wonderful that while the Commission will 
undoubtedly yield general approaches to various issues affecting 
Jewish education , thes.e overviews , developed in our meetings, will 
enable individual commission members to focu s more c l early on the 
details in our own endeavors. For example : The Rikl i s Family 
Foundation is researching child development and daycare, and we 
recognize the need for a s trong Jewish identity c omponent f o r any 
such program instituted under our auspices ; t he r efor e we look 
forward to using concepts generated by the Commissi on in outlining 
our specific approach to th.is issue . 

And of course I look forward to the next meeting of the Commissi on 
to continue our discussion . 

Sincerely yours, 

~ 
Mona Rik1is Ackerman, Ph . D. 
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August 26, 1988 

Morton L . Mandel 

thf ALcXANDER cMuss 
hnjh ,<:;chool 

l~S~EL 

4500 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 44103 

Dear Mort, 

It is exciting to learn of your new project to enhance 
the qua l ity of Jewish education. 

Annette Hoch s tein tells me that you have more than enough 
qualified p e opl e on your commission . Nevertheless, I would 
be honored to give my input, based on my seventeen years 
of experience . As you know, I have invested my life in 
the narrow dimension o f " converting" the uninvolved and 
often a lienated J ewish teen-ager. The only other Jewish 
educators who have experience in this area are those who 
have worked at the Brandeis - Bardin Institute in 
California. 

Heretofore, the vast funding has neglected the majority 
of our teens who are Jewishly deprived . I sincerely hope 
that your new organization will consider this major group 
of Jews. For as you must know, the years of adolescence 
is the time of shaping and congealing one 's identity . 
Yet few educators, and leaders seem concerned to address 
their e nergies to the very cream of our youth . 

I hope that your new organization will rectify this injus ­
tice. Wi s hing yo u the best of success , I remain, 

Sincerely, 

Dr . M. A. Kipper , Rabbi 
International Director 

Morton L. Mandel/ August 26, 1988/ pg 1 

AM/HSI Is o non-profit institution. occredited by the Middle Stoles Assoc1ollon of Colleges a nd Sct\Ools a nd the Isra eli Minis ry of Educo ion 
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PREMIER INDUSTRIAL CORPORATION 
.:; ..... . · ,. . .. ~ .. i • 

E:,U:CUTI VC OP'P"ICES 

August 30 , 1988 

Dear Fr ed: 

It was very nice of you to write me on August 23rd , and 
also t o send me a copy of your new book To Lear n and To Teach. 
I shall look f orward t o reading i t . 

The Commission on Jewish Education in North America did have 
a good firs t meeting alt hough we missed you. You wi ll be 
receiving all the i nformation between now and our next 
meeting, and I'm glad to note that you will be at the second 
meeting on December 13 t h . I look forward to seeing you at 
that time. 

My hope (and dream) i s that we're onto somet hing that will 
prove to be important. I ' ve talked to you about this a 
number of times in the past, and now I am hopeful that we 
can actually make s omething wonderful happen! 

Warmest personal regards. 

Dr. Alfred Gottschalk 
President 
Hebrew Union College 

Si ncer ely , 

MORTON L. MANDEL 
Chairman of the Board 

310 1 Clifton Avenue 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220- 2488 
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MORTON L MANDEL 4500 EUCLID AVENUE • CL.....t:VEG\: ·o. OHIO 103 

September l , 1988 

Dear Bernie: 

I did receive a copy of the book To Build A Profession : 
Careers in Jewish Edcuation, and will advise if we feel 
we should send add itional copies to members of the 
Commission . 

I know that there will be many ways for you and I to work 
together in our efforts to improve the quality of Jewish 
Communal Service, and I look forward to that very much. 
In the meanti.me, please know how much I appreciate the 
cooperation you have extended to us already. 

Best wishes for a wonderful and fulfilling holiday season, 
and my warmest personal regards. 

Mr. Bernard Reisman 
Director, 
Hornstein Program in 
Jewish Communal Service 
Brandeis University 

Sincerely, 

MORTON L. MANDEL 

Waltham, Massachusetts 02254-9110 



MOIITON L MANDEL 500 EUCLID VENUE • CLE\.'ELAND, OHIO 44103 

September 1, 1988 

Dear I s adore: 

Thank you very much for your note, and please know that I 
would consider i t a pleasure to visit with you in Boston. 
I do get to Boston once or twice a year , and will be in 
t ouch with you i n advance of a future trip to see if we can 
find a mutuall y convenient time to talk . 

I n the meantime, I do hope we will see each other on 
December 13th at t he next meeting of the Commission, if 
not before. 

Best wishes f or a wonderful ·and fulfilling holiday season 
and new year, and I send my best personal regards . 

Dr. Isadore Twersky 
Harvard University 
Center for Jewish Studies 
6 Divinity Avenue 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138 

Sincerely, 

MORTON L. MANDEL 
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MORTON L MANDEL 4500 EUCUD AVENUE • ClEVELo..ND, OHIO 44 l03 

September 1, 1988 

Dear Eli: 

I appreciate very much your thoughtful letter of August 16th 
about my activities and the new Commission effort. I think 
there is a very good chance that we can, together, do something 
quite important and I know you share my desire too . 

I look forward to working with you, and t ake this opportunity 
to send my warmes t personal regards. 

Mr. Eli N. Evans 
President 
Charles H. Revson Foundation 
444 Madison Avenue 

Sincerel y, 

MORTON L. MANDEL 

New York, New York 10022- 6962 



MORTON L MANDEL 4500 EUCUDAV'ENUE • CLEVEL-\ND. OHIO 44103 

September 2, 1988 

Dear Rabbi Kipper: 

Thanks very much for your very warm note of August 26th, and 
I will save it for future r eference . There is no doubt that 
there will be ways in which you can be of assis t ance t o the 
new Commission . and please be sure we will call on you whenever 
it is appr opriate . 

I continue to be a t rue , and I believe . well informed "fan" 
of the High School in Israel pr ogram, and I want t o wish you 
every success . Your program is of the highest quality and 
deserves that . 

Thanks again for writing, and I want to take this opportunity 
to wish you a wonderful and fulfilling holiday season and a 
good new year . 

Dr . M. A. Kipper . Rabbi 
International Director 
The Alexander Muss 

High School in Israel 
3950 Biscayne Boulevard 
Miami, Flor ida 33137 

Sincer ely, 

MORTON L. MANDEL 

.. 



~ . .. , 

Premier Industrial Foundation 

Dear David: 

• soo EUCLID AVENUE 

CLEVELAN D . O HIO A,U03 

September 7 , 1988 

I am sorry for the delayed response to your August 3rd letter. 
I had been out of town for much of August. Thank you for the 
letter which I found to be helpful and quite on target. 

I do believe that we have to develop the capability and the 
methodology to carry out evaluations. You a r e quite right that 
many programs are being undertaken without clear objectives as 
to what the program is intended to achieve. I wil l be bringing 
your suggestions and letter to the Commission ' s policy advisors 
which will be meeting on October 12. I will also keep you 
informed as to how we are developing the research design as that 
will probably be the area in which we are most likely to develop 
an evaluation design. 

Thank you again for the suggestions, and I want you to know that 
I agree with your notion that we need to develop the capability 
for r es~arch. 

Mr. David Hirschhorn 
The Blaustein Building 
P. 0 . Box 238 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203 

Sincerely, 

Arthur J. Naparstek 
President 
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Dear Eli: 

Premier Industrial Foundation 
• soo EUCLID AVENUE 

CLEVE L AND, OHIO ,UI03 

September 8, 1988 

I have recently returned from vacation and read your letter of 
August 16 . Thank you very much for yow: kind words on ·the 
meeting. I also believe the meeting turned out to be very 
successful. In fact, the success of the meeting , in large part , 
was due to the comments made by yourself. You we re very helpful 
and your input was extraordinary. 

During the coming three months, we will be developing a series 
of papers that could be used as a basis for our December 
meeting. In our debriefing meeting, the planning committee h as 
agreed that we need an options paper. This paper will include 
the possible alternatives for the content of the Commission, t he 
topics the Commission could decide to focus on. It will be 
based on the proceedings of the first meeting , on the interviews 
and knowledge of the field, and of educational theory. This 
paper could become the background document for the deliberations 
on what topics to address and how to address them. 

For now I would very much like to meet with you prior to the 
December meeting to discuss the development of this and other 
papers and how your ideas, particularly ideas related to media 
and te~hnology, can be incorporated. 

Thank you again for your commitment and interest in the 
Commission . 

Mr. Eli N. Evans 
President 
Charles H. Revson Foundation 
444 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 

Sincerely, 

Arthur J. Naparstek 
President 
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Dear Alvin: 

Premier Industrial Foundation 
• 500 E UCLI D A VENUE 

C L EVELAND. O HIO UIOJ 

September 8 , 1988 

Again, thank you for your thoughtful letter of August 5, 1988. 
I really appreciate the kind of support you are giving both 
myself and the Commission. I am optimistic that we will b e able 
to come up wi t h a great product. My optimism stems from the 
knowledge that you will be very much involved in the development 
of the program. 

I would like to take a moment to bring you up to date on what we 
hope can be accomplished over the coming three or four months 
leading up to the next Commission meeting. 

I expect Seymour Fox and Annette Hochstein to develop several 
papers that we will be able to review between mid-September and 
the first of October. We expect to have an options paper that 
will include the possible alt,ernatives for the content of the 
Commission and topics the Commission could decide on. This 
paper will be based on the proceedings of the £irst meeting, the 
interviews and knowledge of the field , and of educational 
theory. It could become the background document for the 
deliberations on what topics to address and how to address 
them. It may also be the basis for a research design. I would 
very much l ike to review the contents of this paper with you as 
it is developed . 

Perhaps we can set a time to talk about your ideas and Seymour's 
work. I'll call next week. 



. :• . 
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Dr. Alvin I . Schiff Page 2 

Until then , I wish you a happy New Year and again , thank you 
very , very much for all that you've been able to do to help move 
the process along . Thank you very much. 

Dr. Alvin I. Schiff 
Board of Jewish Education 

of Greater New York 
426 Yest 58th Street 
New York, NY 10019 

Sincerely , 

Arthur J . Naparst ek 
President 
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Dear Rabbi Lookstein : 

Premier Industrial Foundation 
•soo EUC L ID A V£NU£ 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 0 10, 

September 8, 1988 

I apologize for not responding earlier to your l etter of August 8. 
I spent much of August, after the Commission meeting, on vacation 
and have just returned. 

Your letter is extremely helpful and, I believe, very much on 
target . We are now in the process of setting forth the papers that 
will be needed in preparation for our December Commission meeting. 
We are putting together an options paper. This paper will include 
the possible alternatives for the content of the Commission, topics 
the Commission could decide to focus on. It will be based on the 
proc,eedings of the first meeting , the interviews and knowledge of 
the field, and of educational theory. This paper could b ecome the 
background document for the deliberations on what topics to address 
and bow to address them. It could be the basis for a r esearch 
design. 

With regard to the camp program that you wrote of, I believe that: 
certainly offers the basis for the development of a demonstration 
program which could evolve from our deliberation. 

Thank you for recommending Dr. Natalie Freidman . I will contact: 
her within the coming week to see if there are ways in which we 
might be able to take advantage of her research. In addition, I 
would very much like to meet vith you between now and the next 
meeting so that I can review with you our development and get your 
input. Thank you again for the thoughtfulness of your letter of 
August 8 and your participation in the Commission. 

With regards for a happy N€w Year. 

Rabbi Haskel Lookstein 
Ramaz School 
125 East 85th Street 
New York, NY 10028 

Sincerely, 

Arthur J. Naparstek 
President 
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Dear Mona: 

Premier Industrial Foundation 
• soo EUCLID AVENUE 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 44103 

September 8 , 1988 

Thank you for your very nice letter of Augus t 25 , 1988 . I am 
also very pleased with the firs t Commiss i on meeting and look 
f orward t o working with you and t he other commissi oners during 
the coming two years . 

Since the meeting, we have had a series of planning meetings to 
put t ogether a f our -month pl anni ng process that will lead to the 
December 13th Commission meeting. By this time you should have 
received a copy of the mi nutes wh ich I thought more than 
represent the h i gh quality of discussion that we experienced at 
the August 1 meeting. 

In reviewing the August 1 meeting, the planning group decided 
that t h e next step would be to put forwar d a n options paper. 
The op t i ons paper will include t he pos s i ble alternative for the 
content of the Commiss i on, the t opics t he Colllillission could 
decide to f ocus on . I t will be based on the proceedings of the 
first meeti ng , the interviews and knowledge of the field, and of 
educational theory. This paper could become the background 
document for the deliberations on what issues to address and how 
t o address them. It will be the basis for a research design 
cha t will be used in consultation and interviews. 

A second paper we are working on is one we are for now cal ling 
"The Future is History." This document will appear firs t in 
outline form and will present a vision of possibilities of a 
Reformed system of Jewish education. It will offer an 
illustration of what Jewish education in North America could be. 
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Dr. Mona Riklis Ackerman Page 2 

1 plan, with Professor Seymour Fox and Annette Hochstein, to 
meet with commissioners and review each of these papers prior to 
our December 13th meeting. It will be at this time that we can 
look at ways in which the option paper and the vision paper can 
more clearly link in with t:he philanthropic agenda of the Riklis 
Family Foundation and other philanthropic initiatives . I hope 
to be able to set up a time within the next two weeks so that we 
might be able to meet in early October . 

Again , it was wonderful to have seen you on August 1 and 1 look 
forward to seeing you very shortly to discuss the drafts and 
helping us to prepare for the very important December 12th 
meeting. 

Dr. Mona Riklis Ackerman 
Riklis Family Foundation 
595 Madison Avenue 
New York , NY 10022 

Sincerely. 

Arthur J. Naparstek 
President 




