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Jack N. and Lilyan Mandel Fund
Joseph C. and Florence Mandel Fund
Morton L. and Barbara Mandel Fund

June 27, 1988

Dear Dr. Ackerman:

I am pleased that you will be serving as a member of the Commission on
Jewish Education in North America and look forward to working with you in
my capacity as director.

With the first Commission meeting scheduled for Monday, August 1, my
colleagues and I are actively involved in meeting preparations. At that
meeting we would like to distribute a brief biographical sketch of each
comeissioner. I would appreciate your sending me informatiom omn your
background. Please send it, as soon as possible, to Premier Industrial
Foundation, 4500 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44103.

You can expect te¢ hear from me regularly during the months ahead. If you
have any questions or comments about the Commission, I can be reached at

(216) 391-8300.

t Sincerely,

Coan\Wogey

Arthur J. Naparstek

Dr. Mona Ackerman
Riklis Family Foundation
595 Madison Avenue

New York, NY 10022
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Dear Mona:

Thank you for your very nice letter of August 25, 1988, I am
also very pleased with the first Commission meeting and look
forward to working with you and the other commissioners during
the coming two years.

Since the meeting, we have had a serles of planning meetings to
put together a four-month planning process that will lead to the
December 13th Commission meeting. By this time you should have
received a copy of the minutes which I thought more than
represent the high quality of discussion that we experienced at
the August 1 meeting.

In reviewing the August 1 meeting, the planning group decided
that the next step would be te put forward an options paper.

The options paper will include the possible alternative for the
content of the Commission, the topics the Commission could
decide to focus on. It will be based on the proceedings of the
first meeting, the Interviews and knowledge of the field, and of
educational theory. This paper could become the background
document for the deliberations on what issues to address and how
to address them. It will be the basis for a research design
that will be used in consultation and interviews.

A second paper we are working on is one we are for now calling
"The Future is History." This document will appear first in
outline form and will present a vision of possibilities of a
Reformed system of Jewish education. It will offer an
illustration of what Jewish education in North America could be.
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I plan, with Professor Seymour Fox and Annette Hochstein, to
meet with commissioners and review each of these papers prior to
our December 13th meeting. It will be at this time that we can
look at ways in which the option paper and the vision paper can
more clearly link in with the philanthropic agenda of the Riklis
Family Foundation and other philanthropic initiatives. I hope
to be able to set up a time within the next two weeks so that we
might be able to meet In early October.

Again, it was wonderful to have seen you on August 1 and I look
forward to seeing you very shortly to discuss the drafts and
helping us to prepare for the very important December 12th
meeting.

Sincerely,

O

Arthur J. Naparstek
President

Dr. Mona Riklis Ackerman
Riklis Family Foundation
595 Madison Avenue

New York, NY 10022
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She alsc asked that we be in touch with Kathy Hat who is her
right arm on the foundation.

She seems to be fairly close to Ell Evans and she 1s ready to
join small groups. She has scme problems about the meeting on the
14th, because her son 1s graduating from Ramaz that same day. I
think if we remind her and encourage her, she will come to all or
most ¢of the mesting.

Again, we are reminded of how important it is to get the funders
together. I think that she also must be met with regularly to
keep her on board.

In
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May 16, 1990

Dear Friend:

The Commission on Jewish Educatieon in North America has been
working for two years to develop recommendations that will lead
to improvements in Jewish education. At its final meeting in
June 1990, the Commission is expected to review a draft of its
final report, which will be issued in the months to follow,

In the ¢ourse of our work, we commissioned a number of background
papers to strengthen the knowledge base for our work and conclu-
sions. I am pleased to share the first two papers with you now.

The first paper is by Dr. Isa Aron of the Rhea Hirsch Schoel of
Education, Hebrew Union College, Jewish Institute of Religion in
Los Angeles. Entitled "Toward the Professionalism of Jewish
Teaching,” the paper explores the relationship of the cencept of
professionalism to the field of Jewish teaching.

The other paper enclosed is by Walter Ackerman, Shane Family
Professor of Education at Ben Gurion University of cthe Negev, on
"The Structure of Jewish Education.” One of the challenges in
studyling Jewish education is developing a concrete working
understanding of this complex field. Ackerman's paper is a clear
and concise analysis of the structure of Jewish education, and how
various elements relate to each other.

While these and the other papers commissioned reflect the work and
ideas of the authors, and do not necessarily reflect the views of
the Commission, each report is believed to be a valuable
contribution to our knowledge and understanding of Jewish
education. In that spirit, the Commission is pleased to share
these papers as a service to the community. The other papers will
follow shortly, and our final repert, when completed, will alsc be
sent to you.

Please feel free to share your comments and reactions on this, or
any of the papers to follow, with me, our staff or the authors.

Morton L. Mandel

Chairman B
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Convened by Mandel Associated Foundations, JWB and JESNA in collaboration with CJF

















