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MORTON L. MANDEL 4500 EUCLID AVENUE • CLEVELAND. OHIO 114103 

July 18, 1988 

Dear Rabbi Zeld•n: 

I called your office today and learned that you are on vacation 
and will be back next week. Your secretary sugge.sted that I 
write. 

I would like to invite you to join me in a new initiative. The 
Mandel Associated Foundations is in the process of organizing a 
Commission on Jewish Education in North America. The Commission 
will function in cooperation with the J\1B and JESNA and in 
collaboration with the CJF. 

The purpose of this Commission is to bring together the best lay 
and professional minds we can assemble to make a positive impact 
on the quality of Jewish education in the United States and 
Canada. 

We believe that Jewish education needs a great deal of 
improvement if it is to make its appropriate contribution to the 
constructive continuity of the Jewish people. We believe that 
our Commission has a good chance to bring about important 
results, because American Jewish leadership is now sufficiently 
concerned to make this a high priority, and because there are 
important new financial resources available for Jewish education 
if we show how these resources can be utilized to good effect. 

Enclosed is a paper describing our concept of the work of the 
Commission. It reflects the thinking of a small group that has 
worked to describe the idea behind the Commission. I am also 
enclosing a list of those who have agreed to serve on the 
Commission, thus far. 
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I hope that you will serve as a member of this Commission. The 
Commission will meet four to six times over a period of eighteen 
months to two years. It will-have the benefit of a professional 
staff and consultants who will do the research directed by the 
Commission, and staff the Commission and its subgroups. The 
first meeting of the Commission is scheduled to be held on 
August 1st, 10: 00 a . m. to 4:00 p.m., UJA Federation of Jewish 
Philanthropies of New York , 130 East 59th Street, New York, New 
York. 

I know that you can be an impor t ant addition to the work of the 
Commission and I hope that you will wish to partici pate. 

Sincerely, 

AAJ-~f>t'JJ 
MORTON L. MANDEL 

Rabbi I saiah Zeldin 
STIii/€)/ ~QR S. Wise Synagogue 

,., .. ·--- · - , ,_ ~ 
1

15500 StaYen S _ Wis e Drive 
5 7'd,c-- Los Angel es, CA 90077 

Enclosures 



STEPHEN S. WISE TEMPLE 

Mr. Morton Mandel 
4500 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44103 

Dear Mr. Mandel: 

July 26, 1988 

In response to your letter of July 18, 988, I will be 
happy to serve as a member of the Commission on Jewish 
Education in North America. 

I am sorry that I am unable to attend your first meeting 
on August 1st, but in the future if you will let me 
know months ahead of time of your meetings I will try 
to work my schedule around it so that I may attend. 

Si nee rely, 

~J~ 
IZ:at 

RABBI ISAIAH ZELDIN 

---

15500 STEPHEN S . W ISE DRIVE, LOS ANGELES, CA 90077 • (213) 476-8561 • (818) 788-4778 
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Interview w1th Rabbi Isalah Zeld1n (5/1/89) 
one hour 1n his office. 
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1 . In explalninq the general direction of out work, Rahhl lP.lcl1n rP~rten to 
several points, based on his experience at the Stephen Wlse Temple, an 
education-oriented synagogue and lts sponsored day ~chool. 

2. He believes that d1ssem1nat1·on is a cruclal lssue not done well at present. 
He QnVf': t.wo P.XiimplP" When thP.:l' bag.an thTir pa1:unt1ng center , one wcman wo:, 
h i re9 h~lf t 1m...: J:iy th~ rr.form mnvf>m~nt tn dlssemlnate th~ mod@ll. whloh oho did 
to over 90 other congregations. When she asked for more time to support tho3c 
sites, she was refused. No further dissemination has taken pl~ce since. Al~c, 
h~ l'H":r.R r~m1 ly , ·<onp~ a» il VQZ:Y promielng nc\J ldea. Jt ha~ ~ucc~t;dt;d 1,, .:,cvcL«l 
plnrf>~ 1 n ,~11 fot:nia, but has no w.:i~• to oprc.:id bcyoud t:hat: na1· t·vw .:.11. .... lc. A 
real effort at cH ssemlnat.1on would be crucial. 

3. His temple has set up a substantia l fund to whi'"h teachers in the day 
s chool may apply for training grants. Rabbi Z~ldln believes thls has 
stimulated teacher initiative to plan their own professional deve l opment and 
has allowed for innovative practices such as sending general studies teachers 
t o Israel to learn Judaica to incorporate into their classrooms . 
(Interestingly, the temple does not extend this to teachers in the 
supplementary school ~nrl the rabbi does not believe they should.) 

4 . Rabbi Zeldl~ bel ieves there are certain pogJtlons that are lack1ng wh1ch 
could bt=: r.rur.l,;1 for hoth dl~liemin~t1on .:ind t:r.11n1n9 0£ pet'!Sctrnel. He .... lLc::. 

the example c,f a c~1Qrdlnatcit for tlir. (ln7.Pn rPform dal' ~chools . Thoe~ c.chQQl~ 
he1vt:! no way OQW Ot con5l:it.P.ntly fihnrln'J or nettJod:1ng, ~nd yet one Jdd!~io·nal 
person could make a real difference. 

5. He sees [ederatlon5 and foundations playing a slgnlf l cant role 1£ they 
could subvent the costs of Jewish educatlon for famJlies . Especially for day 
:c;rhonlct, but .1ao for supplcmcnt.:uy ochool.:, he tld11t::> \;u::>L l~- dn 1ncreaslng 
factor ln keeping students away. Perhaps a campaign to support Jewlsh 
learn!nq , As fc,r Of:n<'lm\n,;t1nn:c-.., hP belleHe11 th~y have little :role to r,lay 
beyond producing materials. Education is not the1r ptlorlty and hence not 
really their active domain. 

Rabbi Zeldin ls not plannlDq to attend 6/14 mnRtlnq. HP 1
~ apprec1~tQ 

announcing the date5 for next year now to allow hlm to plan ln advance to come. 



Commission ers 

Morwn L. Mandel 
Ch;11rman 
Mcm:1 Riklis Ackerman 
R,inald Applcb)· 
Dav1J Arn<'w 
M:rndcll L. B<:rmon 
Jack Bider 
Ch,1rlc., R. 13ronfman 
Jnhn C. Colman 
Mnuriee S. Corson 
L<:Ster Crown 
D:wiJ Dubin 
Sruan E. Eizcnstat 
Jo~hua Elkin 
Eli N. faans 
Irwin S. FiclJ 
Max M. Fishl:r 
Alfred Gomeh~lk 
Arthur Green 
Irving Greenberg 
Joseph S. Grus.~ 
Rohen 1. Hiller 
David Hirschhorn 
Carol K. lngall 
Ludwig Jc:;.o;cl:son 
Henry Koschirzky 
Mark Laincr 
Norman Lamm 
Sara S. Lc-c 
Seymour M:inin Lip:;er 
Haskel Looks.rein 
Rohen E. Loup 
Matthew J. M.iryles 
Florence Mcleon 
Donald R. Minrz 
Le.seer Pollack 
Charles Ratner 
Escher Leah Rit: 
Harrier L. Roscmhal 
A lvin I. Schiff 
Lionel H. Schipper 
!,mar s~horsch 
Harold M. Schulweis 
D:micl S. Shapiro 
M:irgare1 W. Tishman 
l~idorc li.,•crsky 
Bcnnerr Yano\\'it: 
ls:11ah Zeldin 

In FcrrmtU ion 
Senio r Po licy Advisors 

David S. Arid 
Seymour Fox 
An nette: Hochstein 
Stephen H. Hoffman 
Marrin S. Kraar 
Arthur Rotman 
Carmi Schwarcz 
Herman D. Stein 
Jonathan Woocher 
Henry L. Zucker 

Direcror 

Henry L. Zucker 

S1aff 

Mark Gurvi~ 
Virginia F. L<."\ i 
Joseph Reimer 

July 16 , 1990 

Rabb i Isaiah Zeldin 
Stephen S. Wise Temple 
15500 Stephen S. Wise Drive 
Los Angeles, California 90077 

Dear Rabbi Zeldin: 

CON1Mll5§llO:'\f 
ON JEW][§JH lEDUCAT'[ON 

llN NORT!H M11ERICA. 
4500 Euclid Avenue 

Cleveland, Ohio 4-+ 103 
216/391-8>00 

We had our sixth and final working meeting of the 
Commission on Jewish Education in North America in New 
York l a st month and are now preparing t he Commiss ion ' s 
final report. We had been listing you as a membe r o f 
t he Commission, but as you did not atte nd any meeti ngs, 
we feel it would be unfair to list you as a Commission 
member in t he fina l report. 

If you have any ques t ions, or care to make any comments 
about the work of t he Commission, pl ease contact me. 
I would be very pleas ed t o hear f r om you. 

Morton L. Mandel 
Chair 

Convened by Mandel Associated Foundations, JWB and ]ESNA in collaboration with CJF 




