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MORTON L. MANDEL 4500 EUCLID AVENUE « CLEVELAND. OHIO 44103

July 18, 1988

Dear Rabbi Zeldén:

I called your office today and learned that you are on vacation
and will be back next week. Your secretary suggested that I
write.

I would like to invite you to join me in a nmew initiative. The
Mandel Associated Foundations is in the process of organizing a
Commission on Jewish Education in North America. The Commission
will function in cooperation with the JWB and JESNA and in
collaboration with the CJF.

The purpose of this Commission is to bring together the best lay
and professional minds we can assemble to make a positive impact
on the quality of Jewish education in the United States and
Canada.

We believe that Jewish education needs a great deal of
improvement if it is to make its appropriate contribution to the
constructive continuity of the Jewish people. We believe that
our Commission has a good chance to bring about important
results, because American Jewish leadership is now sufficiently
concerned to make this a high priority, and because there are
important new financial resources available for Jewish education
if we show how these resources can be utilized to good effect.

Enclosed is a paper describing our concept of the work of the
Commission. It reflects the thinking of a small group that has
worked to describe the idea behind the Commission. I am alseo
enclosing a list of those who have agreed to serve on the
Commission, thus far.



_sretwe

Page 2

I hope that you will serve as a member of this Commission. The
Commission will meet four to six times over a period of eighteen
months to two years. It will:have the benefit of a professional
staff and consultants who will do the research directed by the
Commission, and staff the Commission and its subgroups. The
first meeting of the Commission is scheduled to be held on
August lst, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., UJA Federation of Jewish
Philanthropies of New York, 130 East 59th Street, New York, New
York.

I know that you can be an important addition to the work of the
Commission and I hope that you will wish to participate.

Sincerely,

Mot J Wed

MORTON L. MANDEL

Rabbi Isaiah Zelddn
Steven S. Wise Synagogue
15500 Ssewen S. Wise Drive

57&/45/ 155 Angeles, CA 90077

Enclosures
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July 26, 1988

Mr. Morton Mandel
4500 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44103

Dear Mr. Mandel:

In response to your letter of July 18, 1988, I will be
happy to serve as a member of the Commission on Jewish
Education in North America.

I am sorry that I am unable to attend your first meeting
on August 1st, but in the future if you will let me

know months ahead of time of your meetings I will try

to work my schedule around it so that I may attend.

Sincerely,

IZ:at

RABBI ISAIAH ZELDIN
15500 STEPHEN S. WISE DRIVE, LOS ANGELES, CA 950077 * [213] 476-8561 * [818) 788-4778



- * FEB-@8-'00 84:82 ID: TEL NO: #127 PE7

J. Relmer

Interview with Rabbl Isalah Zeldin (5/1/89)
One hour in his offlice.

1. 1In explaining the general direction of our work, Rahhl Zeldin reacted to

several points, based on his experience at the Stephen Wise Temple, an
education-oriented synagogue and Its sponsored day school.

2. He believes that dissemination Is a cruclal Issue not done well at present.
He gave two examples When they bagan thdlrx parenting centcr, onc woeman was
hired half time by the refarm mavement tn disseminate the model which che did
to over 90 other congregations. When she asked for more time to support those
sites, she was refused. No further dissemination has taken place since. Alszo
he sees family ramps as a very promieing new idea. Jt has succeeded {u several
placres in ralifornia, but has no way to opread beyond that narrow clicle. A
real effort at dissemination would be cruclal.

3. His temple has set up a substantifal fund to which teachers in the day
school may apply for training grants. Rabbi Zeldin believes this has
stimulated teacher initiative to plan their own professional development and
has allowed for innovative practices such as sending general studies teachers
to Israel to learn Judaica to incorporate into their classrooms.
(Interestingly, the temple does not extend this to teachers in the
supplementary schoel and the rabbi does not believe they should.)

4. Rahbi Zeldin belleves there are certaln positions that are lacking which
could he arucial far hoth dissemination and training of persennel. He clles
the example of a cgordinater for the dazen reform day schooleg. Thoee echogly

have no way [Qy 0L conslatently sharing or networking, and yet onc addltisnal
person could make a real difference.

5. He sees federatlons and foundatlons playing a significant role {f they
could subvent the costs of Jewish education for famjlies. Especially for day
schanls, but also for supplementary schecsls, he thluks cusl ls an lncreasing
factor In keeping students away. Perhaps a campalign toc support Jewish
learning, As for denaminatiana, he believes they have 1little ¥ole teo play
beyond producing materials. Education is not their prlority and hence not
really thelr active domaln.

Rabbl Zeldin is not planning {0 attend €714 meeting. He'd appreciate
announcing the dates for next year now to allow him to plan in advance to come.
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July 16, 1990

Rabbi Isaiah Zeldin

Stephen S. Wise Temple

15500 Stephen S. Wise Drive
Los Angeles, California 90077

Dear Rabbi Zeldin:

We had our sixth and final working meeting of the
Commission on Jewish Education in North America in New
York last month and are now preparing the Commission's
final report. We had been listing you as a member of
the Commission, but as you did not attend any meetings,
we feel it would be unfair to list you as a Commission
member in the final report.

If you have any questions, or care to make any comments
about the work of the Commission, please contact me.
I would be very pleased to hear from you.

Mo

Morton L. Mandel
Chair

Convened by Mandel Associated Foundations, JWB and JESNA in collaboration with CJF





