
3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
 513.487.3000 

AmericanJewishArchives.org 

MS-831: Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Foundation Records, 1980–2008. 
Series B: Commission on Jewish Education in North America (CJENA). 1980–1993. 

Subseries 3: General Files, 1980–1993. 

Box Folder 
 14   2 

Press clippings, 1988-1989. 

For more information on this collection, please see the finding aid on the 
American Jewish Archives website. 



.\ 

i \' a
 i f, i ~

 f i
 I l

 11
 & !

 a i
 ;. I

 i r
 i i1

 P 
&

 : 
u 

~ I I:' a
 fi d

 1
 ~;:;

 
rr1

 
1 ~

 a. r
 l r

 .r a
 i.,,

 -l ~
}

 a. 
a.J

 r 
~ h

 I i l 
~ £

 1 
i 

i 
i.

 1 
~ g

 
1 

I')
 
~
 

I 
I t ~

 r ! i
 ~ I· 

In 
r r

t 1
 l s. l

 
i· 

l !
 H

f I > 
f g

 It w
 :-1

 ~ ~
 

5 

lrlt
,1 1ri!

!~
~J

.lir
iri

r~
~ 

i 1i}
ft

tti
1i

!t
llf

1f
t 
~ 

lrt
(I' 

• 1;J
r2

i!
 
·~

h
~

j 
1 

rh
,.i

.=
!lr

 ~
~g2

.·=-
,1 

$ 
l 

.~
 .. 

rH
 · 

'i
1

 '•
F

1
i! 

•·_:
 [ 

f~ 
15

 
!f,

..li
st 

O
 

;. 
1h

r n
: 

(11
: ft1

1 
h,

, ,h
ul

, i h
! ( t

.1,
 h 

:x
i 

;;
 

p r
u H

UJ
lfl' 

f Jl,
Tl f

J' 'H
rti

t l
 

. 
b 

. l ll
lf !H

WJ
tJ \t

f lri
htJ

lm
 jJ 

d 
f 

If 1
 ~ll·t

' Inf
 I w

f 1n
11

'tJj
iJ1

 'la 
~I 

f.; 
!!?

. 
. 

a. 
( 

· 
·!n

h
1f1r

,,a
· 

t!1
f 1

r~
 

11 
~~
 ,.

:
:
,
 

~e
rJ

,. 
aH

al
hf

hJ
tl 

1h
1s

ai
., 

1[
 ~

-
tO

 

'}H
!!f 

Uh
HH

P 
f l1

iil 
· ~

Hw
,·~1~ .

. 1r1n
1r1

 1
 E'&

 

Hf~
·J8 'J. 

um
·. ,

 .. .
 

_ ....
 

ff ,.
rJr

 .I~.
 n~

:f r 
... :

 '. 
. 

. .
 ' 

,. 
.· ... ·

'.· .
,,.,

 
::s

 
n-H

!~lJ
J~J

'Jf f
!t,

ill 
tl!f

 ~ r
1m

m1
1i 
~ 

i1l 
.,,.

,,,,.
 l· 

·1n
 !

fJl
 S

 ··J
t1

J,.
lf 

"f 
., 

· ,
 g

 tjf
.'ih

I•·
 tJf

 r}J
Jli)

 ... 'fi~
 J! .. 1

1H
;J1

 :_ e
?. 

... jl
 I 
I 1

·[ ·
t lJa

.1 
i 

f 
• 

h
f 

f-<
i·!

h
 :

:,
 

j 
•

:
• 

• 
:11

 •.
 't

 
.,11

 
.r 

r!
H

 1
· 
m

 
1 
I lj

sh
 · .

• ~ 
r 
th

 '·1
·•J

 !
(i

im
f 1f

 -
i .

. f
n

f 
H

~ 
,r

ht
f 

lt
 t

rt
l 

1·.
Ja

.fU
!J

. 
0 

: 
{r

1 
rU

IJ
tJt

i·I
 ~l

!I
 p

 -
~.-

·-.:
·..

 
-c

 
· 

~i
h~

'~ 
fi

Jl
Ja

fl
i 
j
~

t-
~~

 
C

"-
··. 

·. 
. 

, 
J l

it
 f 1

•·s
11

·'~
 it

i!
 J

 hi. 
. "

\ 
J 

'""\ 
<1?

 
,., ·

. 
_,J

f I 
,.f

 rf
11

1f
fl.

p 
fl

 
,,

 "
 

:. 
. 

. 
.. 
~
 

, 
·· 

. 
n !

 l r
.f 1

...-
, 1 1· 1

· 11 
· 

. 
· 

• 
ur

 I ,
 . 

· ·
 l·ii 

ll
}l

{l
s 

· i 
~ 

:T
 

l,~
, ~

 ·1
H

!lt
f h

 1 . 
-

m
 

{ 
ii1 !ii~

j::~
u 11

:,J
Fti

t~!
~!l

 I [J
J~r

HH
t g

-!
 

i1l1
t'.1r

.1,,
§l: 

~J
t,f

 fp
. l

f !8
~J

la1
, ,(

") 
~ 

' 
sl,

 ftf
h 

rf !
 "

!1
 r1

1·1
 r

 -
&:

a 
h 

,L
 
ru

 
~ 

l :r
' · . ·

 I f
 _-

; [
 

l 
. i 

!.: i
 :. 

~ ' !
! 

! 
ft

 & 
[.1 

f I
 =

 ~ 
s!'J

?d
f h

 1 !1 ,l
w,

f tl
f b

!iJ 
tJll

 g
 !!

 
Hl

, U
lH

l i
[~ 
t 

Hi
tt 

rh 
td

 r.r 
I 9 I

f· 
~ 

1 ·1
 j! 

Hi
'. "t'

iJ r
Jfl

UJ
l!'t

}!J
!lj

 r ri
 m'

l t .' 
Jlj

t 
[ 

=,U
i.

 -1,11
 ·t~

1,r
rtt

,hJ
t1r

P 
s,r

11
li'"

'=f
 

3 

H:H
pH

~ i
1H~

W1
 H1

Hr
!H

Jh1
t!h

 !
 

lljif
1=!

t~ .i
lJ'W

h i
if r

t•,i
 f~l

l 1m
11 

i 
J.

IJ
Jh

t._
 i,li

m!
ll 

!f 
JH

,~
flh

Jj
tfh

 
s 

.. 



Ct-,1EV&A;,11J .J6w,.r-11 News 
,;c;;rr . 

New C~mmission on .Jewish Education 
to s_et clear directi.on, implement policy 

NEW YORK, N.Y.--'.J'he formation of a broad
based Commission on Jewish Education in North 
America has been announced by Morton L. Mandel, its • 
chainnan. 

Members of the Commission have been chosen to 

·Tha Commiasion has been 

convened to produce solid ideas 

that may go first to 
1
pllot projects, 

and then to implementation.• 

- Morton L. Mandel 
Commission Chairman 

r;cflect the pluralistic nature of the Jewish people; they 
include top leaders of the org~izcd Jewish community, 
beads of institutions of higher learning, rabbis, founders: 
and leaders of private Jewish foundations. Also included 
are the professionals who actually deliver Jewish 
education services: educators, teachers, beads of bureaus. 
schools and Jewish Community Centers. 

The goals of the Commission are: to review the 
state of Jewish education in the context of contemporary 
Jewislil life; to recommend practical policies that will 
set clear directions for Jewish education, and to develop 
programs for the implementation of these policies. 

I Plans are being made to stimlJllate significant financial 
commitments and to engage dedicated individuals and 
institutions in collaborative, communal action. 

Mandel said. "The Commil.ssion has been convened 
to produce solid ideas that may go first to pilot projects. 

~ 

and then to implementation. We will try 10 accomplish 
our goals by working together," Mandel said 10 the 
commissioners. 

A major.effort will be made to involve opinion 
makers, community leaders, scholars and educators as 
active participants in all stages of the work, including 
implementation of the recommendations. 

Bennett Yanowitz, president of JESNA, the Jewish 
Education Society-of North America, commenting on 
the pluralistic nature of the Jewish community, stated 
the Commission's "com'!litment to passing on . 
knowledge of the glory of what it means to·be a Jew -
to ours and to the next gene.ration." 

Commission Director Arthur J. Naparstek, 
president of the Premier Industrial foundation in 
Cleveland, will synthesize the work of the initial 
Commission meeting and, in consultation with 

MIKULSKI from Page 12 

School of Applied Social Sciences and currently 
president of" Premier Industrial Foundation in Cleveland. 

Mikulski, herself, holds an M.S.W.,degree from the 
University of Maryland School of Social Work. In both 
the House and Senate where she subsequentay served, her 
concerns fur social issues became widely kn.own. 

She said that when she got staned in social work 
during·the mid 1960's, "we were in the center of great 
social changes." The Civil Rights Movement was in full 
force; the second wave of the Women's Movement was 
emerging, "and we (social worlcers) were part of the ac
tions and passions of our time . .. We believed that 

(.,..L.... -~~~-

At lhe Initial meeting of the Commlaslon on Jewish 
Education In North America are (tell) Bennett 
Yanowltz, president of the Jewish Education 
Society of North America, and Morton L. Mandel, 
Commission chairman. 

commission members and staff, will help design an 
action plan for the next meeting, on Dec. 13 in New 
York City. 

working together, we could bring about change. And we 
s1iU believe it." But govemment, she said, must lead the 
way. 

She decried the fact that, in the U.S .• our public 
policies are not consistent wilh our stated values. For in
stance, while we say that we value the elderly, we do not 
provide adequate assistance and support for that vulner
able population, she said. Nor do we provide adequate 
day care for the children whom we say we value so 
much .. 

The "greatest investments" made by the three 
Mandel brothers who own Premier Industrial Corp .• 

she said, "are the inves1ments they made in people and 
ideas ." .. They put their money where their ideals are." 





E 
What is by all counts the most presti

gious Jewish o rganization in America 
has been formed under the title Com
mission on Jewish Education in North 
America. A brief listing of some of the 
names underscores the significance o f 
the body, which is being chaired by Mor
ton L Mandel of Cleveland. 

The Commission members include 
Charles R. Bronfman, of Montreal; 
Lester Crown, of Chicago; Stuart E. 
Eizenstat, Irwin S. Field, Max M. Fisher, 
Dr. Alfred Gottschalk, Rabbi Irving (Yitz) 
Greenberg, Ludwig Jesselson, Rabbi 
Norman Lamm, Seymour Martin Lipset, 
Robert E. Loup, and Rabbi lsmar 
Schorsch. 

The goals of the Commission were 
stated as "to review the state of Jewish 
education in the context of contempo
rary Jewish life; to recommend practical 
policies that will set clear directions for 
Jewish education; to develop plans and 
programs for the implementation of 
these policies; to stimulate significant fi
nancial commitments and engage dedi
cated individuals and institutions in 
collaborative, communal action. 

The first step for the Commission is to 
decide how it will operate and that will 
call for an intensive survey, after which 
the possibilities are whether to give pri
ority to attracting unaffiliated Jews or to 
educating the committed; to stress early 
childhood or later stages of education; to 
direct more resources to supplementary 
schools or to day IChools; to create new 
teacher-training Institutions or to im
prove on-the-job training. 

Chairman Mandel launched an effort 
about 10 yea_rs ago to add an educational 
aspect to the programs of the Jewish 
Community Centers, which has been 
only fractionally successful. 

The other members of the Commis
sion ar~ Mona Riltlis Ackerman, David 
Ainow, Jack Bieler, John C. Colman, 
Rabbi Maurice S. Corson, David Dubin, 
Rabbi Joshua Elkin, Eli N. Evans, Rabbi 
Arthur Green, Robert L Hiller, David 
Hirschorn, Carol K. lngall and Henry 
Koslchitzky. 

Also Mark Lainer, Sara S. Lee, Rabbi 
Haskel Lookstein, Matthew J. Maryles, 
Florence Melton, Donald R. Mintz, 

Lester Pollack, Charles Ratner, Esther 
Leah Ritz, Harriet L. Rosenthal, Alvin L 
Schiff, Rabbi Harold M. Schulweis, 
Daniel S. Shapiro, Margaret W. Tish
man, Rabbi Isadore Twersky, Bennett 
Yanowitz and Rabbi Isaiah Zeldin. 
- Seymour Fox, an American who has 

made aliyah and is professor of 
education at Hebrew University, has 
been working with the Commission and 
believes the best approach is to establish 
"demonstration centers" in several 
communities which would later be 
emulated by others. 

Two philanthropists whom we've 
never met and who evidently are not. 
what we would classify as "Jewish lead
ers,·· unless we are mistaken, are in the 
news lately. One in Worcester, Mass., 
and the other at Brandeis University. 

At Brandeis a symposium entitled 
"Internationalizing World Universities" 
will be held tomorrow, Oct. 6., featuring 
a panel of international academic, cul
tural, and humanitarian leaders who 
were educated at the university through 
the sponsorship of the Lawrence Wien 
International Scholarship Program. This 
year marks the 30th anniversary of the 
Wien Program, the largest privately fi
nanced foreign scholarship program in 
the nation. Under it the foreign students 
receive tuition, travel and living ex
penses for as much as four years on con
dition that they return to their native 
lands after g!aduation. It Isn't ~ 
to add that In the 30 yean, thise ~ ~ ::;:::::;::::=: 
ates have risen to prominent poeitkms 
in their home1ands and some have risen 
to the very top, as for instance the first 
woman to be elected to the Chinese par-
liament. 

Wien is a New York attorney. 
The other philanthropist is Jacob Hiatt 

of Worcester, Mass. His benefactions also 
have been to education and the schools 
in Worcester - elementary up through 
university - have benefitted to the ex
tent of SLS million annually, according 
to the Worcester Gazette. He is retiring 
almost to the point of being shy when 
his benefactions are mentioned. So far 
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' "CommiSSlon .. .,,,- -:.. 

The initial meeting of the 
Commission on Jevrisb Educa
tion in North America was 
held in New York. The 44-
member commission includes 
leaders of the organized Jew
ish community, the academic 
field, business, and private 

•1Jewish foundations. The com
mission will review the state of 

I Jewish education in the eon- • 
text of contemporary Jewish 
life, recommend policies that 
will set clear directions, 
develop plans and programs to 
implement these policies, and 
stimulate financial commit-

I ments. 
· The group was convened by 

commission chairman Morton 
L. Mandel, chairman of the 
Mandel Associated Founda
tion; Donald R. Mintz, presi
dent of JJl,B; Mandell L. Ber
man, president of the Council 
of Jewish Federations; and 
Bennett Yanowitz, president 
of the Jewish Education Ser-
vice of North America. ~ 

~: 

.. 
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r JCC director~ 

\ 

t. to education post 1 

..,..-David Dubin, executive 
director of the JCC on the Pali-
sades and author of several ar
ticles on Jewish community 
centers' role in Jewish educa
tion. has been named to the 
newly formed Commission on 
Jewish Education in North 
America. 

The broad-based commis
sion, with 44 members from 
various aspects of Jewish life, 
was convened by the Mandel 
Associated Foundations, in 
cooper.-.tion with~. the As
sociation of Jewisti Commu-

' nity Centers in North Ameri
ca, and the Jewish Education 
Service of Nonh America 
(JESNA), in collaboration with 
the Council of Jewish Feder-
ation~ (CJF). ' .,, 

·~ 

.. 



t.,. i.3H °!'~•'-'~ 
ett ()t• l ~O.f"l .l I 

lcc,lY 
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ocr-14-ab 
·f' . 

\ S2Tission on Jewish Education ~ · 
. a.::. ~~~~n!~e!!~th~r~~~~:s~pes~cceed. He I 
formation of a broad-based ce1ved priorities and goals in pointed out that seven feder:i.
Commission on Jewish Educa- Jewish education. The agenda tions have begun community
tion in North America has for the opening meeting con- wide studies of Jewish educa
been announcoo by Morton !.. centrated on prioritizing the tion and expressed optimism 
Mandel or Cleveland, its chair- resulting maJor issues and about the "dozens of success
man. themes: the people who edu- ful programs which can be 

Members of the Commission cate; the clients or education; assessed and replicated around ' 
have been chosen to reflect the 
pluralistic nature of the Jewish ' ' 

~~~-~ ~,,~e~ 1· or the organized Jewish com-
munity; heads of institutions 
of higher learning, including 
leaders of the Orthodox, Con
servative, Reform, and Recon
stroetionist branches; educat
ors; Rabbis; distinguished rep
resentatives of the academic 
community, and founders and 
leaders of private Jewish foun
dations. Also included are the 
professionals who actually 
deliver Jewish education ser
vices: educator s, teachers, 
heads or bureaus, schools and 
Jewish Community Centtrs. 

Morton L. Maniul, Cuwcland, OH; Do=ld R. Mintz, Neio 
Orlean.s, LA; and Lester Polla.k, New York, NY, jinn ••-ith other 
tqp leaders of organi:ed. Jewish community, academia, llu.riness 
and f11V.ndatums to disCU8s pri<>ritus, cction plan for Commis
sion on JevMk Educati,m in Nortlt. America. Ra~ of Commis
sioner affiliations reflect rich pluralism of contemporary 
Juda;mi. . 

The goals or the Cor,mis
sion: to review the sta:e u( 
Jewish education in the con
text of contemporary Jewish 
life; to recommend practical 
policies that will set clea: dL~ 
ections for Jewish educ,tion; 
to develop plans and programs 
for t he implementation oi 
these policies; to stimulate sig- the settings of education; the the country." 
nifica.nt fin:mcial corrmit- methods of education; ,the Donald F . .Mi!ltz of New 
!"en~. and en~ge _deditated economics of educati~n; the Orlean.•, president of J WB, the 
1ndiv1ouals 9:'ld instttutiollS m community: leadership and Association of Jewish Com
,:ol_labor at1ve, communal structures. · munity Centers in North 
action. · "We will try to accomplish America, told his fellow Co~ 

'The recent initi31 meetbg in our goals by working mission members that th 
New York was pronounced together," Mandel said to the JCCs have long been aware o 
•·extraordinary" by Cor,ll)iS· commissioners. "There are the importance of Jewish edu
sion members, who were una- many points of view repre- cation in strengthening Jewish 
nimo!4'in their praise-or- the-- ~sented -on-thie•-E!omrrtbsiorr;-contioui ty.- :'Thia. Commie 

, ''diversity, energy and e!ec- some of which seem to be sion," he said, "is timely and 
· · tricity" that marked this dr:1- contradictory and some of necessary. We all bring to Lhe 

matic assemblage or top lny which are complemen~ry. As Col'(lmission th_c b~J?efit of ou_r 
and professional leaders or yet there a re no points or v.ar10:1s and_ s1lt:'1f1cant pos1-
orga.nired Jewry and the aca- absolute consensus, although tions m Jewish bfe. We repre
demic and business worlcs. there are many with wide· sent many diverse organiza· 

"There hllvP. been ether spread support. But it is the tions. We are, by our pluraiis
worthy commissions or. the variety of experience nnd the tic nature. in position to deal 
Sllbject of Jewish education," pluralistic makeup of this with the growing threats to 
Jl{r. Mandel stated, "but we group, truly representing the Jewish pluralism. We dedicate 
are especially pleased with fue richness of the Jewish experi- ourselves," he concluded, "to 
depth and breadth or the affili- ence," he continued, "that will our future." 
ations and accomplishments of allow us , together, to have a Bennett Yanowitz, president 
Commission members, and by profoundnndpositiveeffecton or JESNA. tho Jewish Educa· 
the Commission's pluralistic the process of transmitting tion Society of North America, 
nature, which reflects a re:uli- J cwish values to our people. also commenting on the plural-

b J 'sh I d to k The Mandel Foundation has istic nature or the J ewish com-
ness Y ewi · ea ers see convened this Commission. common ground in ou r munity, suited the Commis-
approaclt to the strengthening From now on, it truly belongs sion's "commitment to passing 
of Jewish identity and countin- to you. Where it goes, what it on knowledge of the glory of 
_uity. does, is in your hands." · what it menns to be :i.Jew- to 

"Despite the heavy demands 
on their scliedules," he contin· 
uecl, "all 44 of the members of 
thus Cotnmis.sion accepted our 
invitation because of the belief 
that there may be a real oppor-

- - ·tunity to have a positive 
impact on future generations 
or Jews. 

"Our young live in an open 
society with unlimited avail:i
ble choices, and we want to 
enh'anee the likelihood thRt 
they will choose to actively 
identify with the larger Jewish 
community. Our hope is LO 
produce systemic change - lo 
cause something very signili
cant to !Ulppen. The Commis

. sion has been convened to pro-

. duce solid ideas that may go 
first to pilot project and then 
to implementation." 

Prior to their first meeting. 
participants wtre inten,;.,,...,..i 

'The Commission will seek to 
make its work a participatory 
venture, because of its percep
tion that Jewish continuity is a 
communal challenge. A major 
effort will be made to involve 
opinion makers, community 
leaders, scholars and educat
ors as active participants in all 
stages or the work, inc.luding 
implementation of the recom
mendations. This communal 
appr04Ch can help shape new 
connec'tions between individu
als and the community of Jew
ish exerience, strengthening 
the process or Jewish educa
tion as a sustaining force for 
Jewish life. 

Mandell Berman, president 
of the Council of J~h Feder
:itions, ftbtea ills organi~a· 
tion's pleasure nt assisting in 
the early siages or the Com· 
mission and willingness to 
make this private/communal 

ours and to the next genera
tions." He noted JESNA's 
desire to assist in identifying 
successful practices in Jewish 
education and to join in the 
search for new approaches. 

Commission Director Arthur 
J . Na~tek. President of the 
Premier Industrial Foundation 
in Cleveland, will synthesize 
the work of the initial Commis
sion meeting and, in consult.a· 
tion with Commission mem· 
hers and staff, will dc,ign nn 
action plan for the next meet· 
ing, on December 13 in New 
York City. 

The Commission was con
vened by the Mandel Associ
ated Foundations, in coopera· 
tion with ~he Associa
tion of ~Community 
Centers in North Amnic:i M d 
JESNA, l ,ish Education 
Service or Nort I ka. and 
in collaboration with , ha.... 
Council of Jev.-ish Fcderetion.;, 



.. 

{' ., .. 
i 'J ,:. ro. "'1,:.A , 
1.E :.Kl. Y 

llt nry """'hlW.y (kR) orToron10 and Cluork! BronJ'man (rtghO ot Monuul po<c •llh MOr10ft Man.t.l. 
dwmwi ol tM ,....,, r...- Comomsslon • ,JN-lsb E.dU<atlon In North Am<rlta. 

Two Canadians in commission 
c' 

Education to be studied 
l\l?W YORK -

Charl<s Broofmaa or 
Montrc:al and Henry 
KooclulZlcyorT.,....,.,.,,e 
bttn named to • broadly 
beood Commlnim,. ,..,.. 
w, - in Nonh 
Amc:nco. •11i<h bal been 
<Oll~nod IO recommend 
pnct,cal pol lc:lcs lbal will 
tc1 clat4'recuons for Icw
i>b -. lbey are thc 
oaly~--

At0Wof44~. ill
duding leaden of Jewi•h 
orp,IZllUON. che ocadtn,,c 
-arid. ti.uDCs, an.cl 
ch1ritahle- fouDdatlonJ. 
hive bttn b<ougl,o IL>;<lh<r 
by thccommi,sion. cha,r,d 
lw M,,n.,. Malkkl of 
cic-dalld Mif'.0,1,,_. 
"'i wn hc:d 1n ~ YCII\ 
r<ecntly. 

ticMI," MMdd llltCld, "but 
- arc ..,,.,aally s,&.,od 
..-aitheclq,cbandbRadtll 
or !he aff~iallOnS Md IC• 
compll<llmaU or _,,..i,
sion memt,cn, •od t-J the 
comm1-'s pleralistic 
namre. • 1',ich ref.«tS a 
rca1,,-b)'Iew111,lcalcr> 
to ,eek common ,,...nd In 
our approach to the 
s<rcn&lbaamg of J.,.,sh 
idcatny _, cont,...,, 

• Our llupe IS IO prodoc:c 
>yst<m11:clmige-to= 
~!tine YcrJ •ir·ranr 
., ha~."· Mllt..ici wid. ··Thc.........,,._ .... been 
conven<d to prod"" ,ohd 
ideas thal may go ra to pi· 
1o1 rrojta anc1 ,~ to 1m

p1cmc,- -.. " 
A mornr cf\'on will be 

made to ,nvol•c '9fnioo 
m:1lcn, rommul'11t) lw· 
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Donald R. Mintz, President of ~' representing the 
North American Jewish Commllnltrt:enters; Mandell L. 
Berman, President of the Council of Jewish Federations; 
Commission Chairman Morton L Mandel, Chairman of the 
Mandel Associated Foundations, and Bennett Yanowitz, 
President of the Jewish Education Service of North America, 
convene the historic opening session of the broad-based, 
action-oriented Commission on Jewish Education in North 
America, whose members reflect the pluralistic nature of the 
Jewish people, and include, at the highest levels, leaders of 
the organized Jewish community, the branches of Juda is 
the academic field, business and private Jewish foundaf 

• 

-~ 





UWBRIEFING 
FOR CEN TER PRESIDENTS 

Century 2 and "Futuring" 
Excitement is building around Cen
tury 2-and this is "just the begin
ning," according to an update 
presented to the JWB Board by 
Lester Pollack of New York, Chair
man of the Century 2 Committee. 
" It is the intent of Century 2," 

LESTER POLLACK Pollack explained, "to stimulate the 
JCC movement to articulate a vision that will launch 
the next century of service to the Jewish community, 
and to initiate a local and continental strategic plan
ning process that will define our priorities for the 
next five years." A major celebration of the JCC 
movement, which will culminate in the 1990 Biennial 
in Washington, D.C., is also under way, under the 
leadership of Peggy Wasserstrom of Cleveland. 

"It should be clear to everyone:• added JWB Presi
dent Donald R. Mintz, "that Century 2 will be a very 
exciting part of our program for the next two years." 

A Century 2 Steering Committee meeting was held 
in July, and several community visits have already 
been made, along the model of similar visits made as 
part of the COMJEE* process. "The feedback has 
been very positive," Pollack noted, eliciting en
thusiastic responses from Center, Federation and com
munity leadership. Century 2 will serve as a "cata
lytic agent for joint strategic planning," Pollack said. 

Century 2 is "a major undertaking requiring signif
icant resources,'' remarked Mintz. Pollack added, 
"We will need planning consultants, events con
sultants, and many others to help in the process, and 
we will need to raise $500,000 to make the Century 2 
effort ail it should be." 

As an example of the kind of planning consultant 
we will need to touch base with as "we look to the 
fut ure and anticipate change," Pollack introduced 
William C. Ashley, founder and president of Ashley 
& Associates, a pioneer in and expert on "proactive 
techniques," consultant for such clients as Sears, 
McDonald's, United Airlines, and the United Way. 

JWBriefing appears after each set of JWB 
Board and Committee meetings, and offers an 
overview of developments reported, issues 
raised, actions taken and projections made. 

The purpose of JWBriefing is to provide 
Center Presidents with a practical visible tool for 
interpreting field-wide issues and trends to 
Center Boards and for planning Board agendas. 

We welcome your comments, your reactions 
and your suggestions. Please write to: The 
Editor, JWBriefing, JWB, 15 East 26th Street, 
New York, NY 10010-1579. 

Speaking to the Board on "Futurescan 2000 
- Trends, Driving Forces and issues Influencing 
Change," Ashley rattled off a mind-boggling array of 
statistics, which he termed "a staccato look at what 
the future is all about." He offered social, economic, 
demographic, ecological and political data on chang
ing values and lifestyles that will affect a ll our lives 
and our planning as we move into the future (see box, 
p. 2). 

At its meeting, directly after the Board meeting, 
the Century 2 Committee began applying Ashley's 
statistics to Jewish community planning, as part of 
the strategic planning process of Century 2. 

The committee then reviewed progress made thus 
far through community visits, and projected plans 
for the Special Convention to be held in April (see 
box, p. 2) and beyond. 

• Commission on Maximizing Jewish Educational Effectiveness 

JWB at the GA c:::::-a-• 
JWB President D onald R. Mintz urged all JWB 
Board members and other Center leadership to ma ke 
it a priority to attend the CJF General Assembly in 
New Orleans, November 16- 20, 1988. He stressed the 
importance of making sure that Center movement 
leaders take an active role and that the Center's con
tribution to Jewish life be emphasized a t this largest 
annual gathering of North American Jewish leadership. 

Mintz identified several events of particular impor
tance co JWB Board members and Center leaders, 
including: 

• Ao Executive Committee meeting scheduled for 
Wednesday, November 16, in Mintz's law offices, 
which will be open to al1 Board members and Center 
presidents-who are strongly urged to attend. 

• A reception for the whole Center family at 
Mintz's home on Thursday evening, November 17. 

In addition, JWB will be taking an active role a t 
the GA, co-sponsoring, with JESNA, a program fair 
that will showcase model programs from Centers, 
Federations and Bureaus of Jewish Education. JWB 
will also co-sponsor, with JESNA and CJF, a sym
posium entitled "Ensuring Jewish Continuity 
Through Jewish Education." 

In addition to attending many events and activities 
of obvious interest to Center leadership, JWB Board 
members and Center presidents will serve as 
emissaries of the Center movement, representing 
Center views and perspectives at meetings, in 
workshops, at major plenary sessions, and simply in 
the casual conversations in lobbies and hallways that 
often do so much to change the shape of ideas and 
policies for the future of the Jewish community. 
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Futurescan 2000 
Among the many fascinating trends mentioned 

by William Ashley at the September J WB Board 
meeting were the following: 

• Population growth will continue to slow down. 
• The number and proportion of the popula

tion that will be elderly will increase. 
• More people will be living alone. 
• There will be more single-parent families, 

most headed by women. 
• More people will be assuming responsibility 

fo r the care of their parents as well as their 
children- the so-called "sandwich" generation. 

• Since care of parents and children still falls 
more to women than to men, and more women 
than ever are in the workforce, the stress level of 
women will continue to rise. 

• The West and South are very definitely 
leading population growth in the United States, 
and this will remain the case through the year 
2000, as long as water does not become a problem. 

• There is a rrend toward downward mobility, 
with so-called "yuppies" unable to earn as well 
as their parents did. 

• We have an aging society-the median age 
today is 40 plus. 

• Family patterns have changed drastically. In 
1955, 60 percent of households consisted of a 
working father, a housewife, and 2 or more 
children; fewer than 7 percent of households have 
this pattern today. 

• More than 64 percent of all married couples 
head dual-career families. 

• Of every 100 children born today, 12 will be 
born out of wedlock; 40 will be born to parents 
who will be divorced, 5 will be born to parents 
who will separate, and 2 will lose one parent to 
death by the time the child is IS-leaving only 41 
to reach the age of 18 within the two-parent fami
ly once considered the norm. 

Special Convention 
to Be Held in April 1989 

A major meeting of Center leadership is 
being planned for April 6-9, 1989, to be 
held at the Grand Hyatt Hotel in New 
York City. The meeting will serve as the 
major kick-off event for Century 2: a 
strategic planning forum, gathering 
Center leadership to plan the immediate 
and long-range goals for the JCC move
ment in North America. 

The meeting is partly a response to a 
strong recommendation on the part of 
the JWB Task Force on Governance and 
Funding for increased contact between 
JWB and Center leadership, including a 
mandate for an off-Biennial-year 
gathering. 
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"The initiative launched by JWB 
about five years ago is now begin
ning to take hold," reported JWB 
Treasurer Ronald Leibow of Los 
Angeles, Chairman of the JWB 
Jewish Education and Continuity 
Committee, to the JWB Board. 

RONALD LE1eow "When senior leaders indicate serious-
ness, the trickle-down effect is impressive." 

Measuring the impact of J WB initiatives on the 
vital area of Jewish education and continuity is a new 
study that Leibow described as o ffering "a window 
into where we are and where we're going." The study, 
commissioned by JWB, was conducted by Dr. Bernard 
Reisman, Director of the Hornstein Program of Jewish 
Communal Service at Brandeis University, who pre
sented a preview of his findings to the JWB Board. 

Reisman compared data from two studies, con
ducted in 1982 and 1988, that clearly indicate the im
pact of JWB's COMJEE initiative. He also compared 
current findings with those of the Janowsky report, 
which he said was "a little ahead of its time." That 
famous report, conducted in 1948, concluded that "a 
JCC should bave no other purpose if it does not con
tribute to and enhance Jewish continuity." 

Interestingly, 40 years later, we have returned to the 
same basic conclusion. For the current study, 154 
Center directors (more than 2/3 of all Center direc
tors) were asked to fill out a questionnaire assessing 
various aspects of the Jewish ambiance and program
ming of their Centers. 

Comparison between the 1988 study and the 
Janowsky report shows a dramatic shift in Center 
priorities. Whereas in 1948, Janowsky found, for 
example, a sizeable interest in such goals as " Help 
Jews to Adjust to Modern Society" and "Educate 
Jews in Good Citizenship," the 1988 study finds 
" Highlight Jewish Heritage" to be by far the highest 
priority in the eyes of Center directors, 73 percent of 
whom listed it as their first or second choice (com
pared to 40 percent in I 948). 

Directors were asked to compare the "Jewishness" 
of their Centers currently with five years ago. Among 
other findings, 76 percent reported that the "Overall 
Building's Jewish Flavor" was "more Jewish," 69 per
cent reported increased "Importance of Jewishness 
among Staff," 77 percent reported greater "Col
laboration with Other Jewish Organizations," and 79 
percent reported a greater "Extent of Jewish Pro
gramming." 

Only in the area of " Importance of Jewishness 
among Board" was the finding " more Jewish" for a 
minority of respondents, 49 percent, with 50 percent 
reporting "the same!' The implications are either that 
Board programming is not as effective as it might be, 
or that Boards were already on a high level of Jewish 
identity five years ago. 

Reisman's study evaluates the effectiveness of par
ticular aspects of Jewish educational programming 
initiated by JWB and by Centers themselves. It com
pares, for example, the effectiveness of Board and 
staff training programs held at the Center versus 
those held in Israel, finding that while Center pro
gramming is rated "very effective" for 19 percent of 

(CONT ON PG 5) 



Center 
Notes 

Canada Council Raises Consciousness, 
Addresses Problems Unique to Canada 

"How many maple leaves are 
there on the Canadian flag? 
Name the Canadian prime 
minister and the party to which 
be belongs. How many miles 
long is the Transcanadian 
Highway? True or false-

BRUCE L1 B1N Canada is the size of Texas and 
Alaska combined?" 

With these questions, JWB Board member 
Bruce Libin of Calgary, Alberta, Canada, 
challenged the JWB Board to test its knowledge 
of a few basic, elementary facts about Canada. 
The point he was making was that Jews "south 
of the border" are frequently not very well in
formed and only vaguely aware of Canada's ex
istence, which often causes them to unthinkingly 
exclude Canada when speaking or writing about 
a movement or an organization that is not "na
tional," but "continental." 

"I am offering an admonishment about sen
sitivity and consciousness raising," Libin said. 
"Most of us have learned to talk about blacks, 
not Negroes, and women, not girls'.' In the same 
way, we should be careful to ensure that our 
language respectfully includes Canadians in the 
North American Jewish community and Center 
movement. 

"Canada now has 10 Jewish Commun1ty 
Centers," Libin went on to report, "six of which 
are building, renovating or planning expan
sions." A problem for the Canadian Centers is 

that the Jewish population is thinly spread out 
from Vancouver to Montreal, a distance of over 
3,000 miles. Canadian Centers experience special 
problems of which JWB and the JCC movement 
must continuaUy be aware. For example, there are 
restrictions that interfere with easily getting 
materials like videotapes over the border, and the 
free flow of people is impeded by immigration 
laws. 

Recognizing their common problems, Cana
dian Centers have created a Canada Council that 
met for the first time this summer. Their goals in
clude: (1) coordination and communication 
among Canadian Centers; (2) greater knowledge 
about and acceptance of JWB; and (3) increased 
JWB sensitivity to Canada. Among other things, 
the Council will work with JWB Assistant Ex
ecutive Directors Mitchell Jaffe, whose current 
functions include serving as the "Canadian 
desk" on the senior staff level in the JWB office, 
and Sherwood Epstein, who will help address 
Canada's special problems in staff recruitment 
and retention. The Council is also working on 
grants to help further the particular causes of 
Canadian Centers. 

In response to Libin's report to the JWB 
Board, which includes seven Canadians, six of 
whom were present, President Donald R. Mintz 
remarked that he was making a "personal com
mitment" to this " very important issue. I hope to 
visit a number of Canadian cities in my tenure," 
he said. 

The Impact of Mobility in the Jewish Community: 
Should JCC Privileges Be Interchangeable? 

Suppose a JCC member goes on 
a business trip 1,000 miles away 
from his or her home. Would it 
be all right if that person took a 
refreshing swim in the pool of 
the local JCC, or perhaps drop
ped in for an evening lecture at 

LEONARD COOPER the members' rate? 
"In fact, most JCCs already extend privileges 

to members of other JCCs," reported Leonard 
Cooper of Dix Hills, New York, Chairman of the 
JWB Committee on Mobility, to the Board, "but 
few publicize this. Some 2,500 JCC members 
already avail themselves of these privileges. 

"Every JCC would welcome a policy guideline 
statement," he added, and introduced the first of 
a number of motions that his committee intends 
to present to the Board. This recommendation 
consciously excluded certain situations that will 
be addressed in the future, such as how to deal 
with "snowbirds," college students, or people 
who move before they have used up their full year's 
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membership in the community they are leaving. 
The motion presented in September concerned 

only the short-term visitation rights of travelers, 
and it was proposed that such rights be extended, 
comparable to those the visitor has at his or her 
home JCC. For example, those who are health 
club members at their own Centers could use the 
health club facilities on the same basis, though 
for a limited period of time, at other Centers. 

Cooper stressed that the recommendation only 
applies to short-term visitors at some distance 
from home, or maybe to people who commute 
between two cities-Baltimore and Washington, 
for example. It does not apply to people who live 
in large metropolitan areas where they may be 
tempted to join the less expensive Center and use 
the more expensive Center's facilities. 

The ultimate purpose of the recommendation 
is to strengthen each JCC member's sense of 
belonging to a continental movement that 
recognizes and welcomes that individual 
wherever he or she may go. 

Center 
Notes 



JWB-lsrael's Litt Building 
Celebrates 10th Anniversary 

At its September meeting, the JWB Board formally 
recognized the 10th anniversary of the Solomon and 
Mary Litt Building, headquarters of JWB-Israel. 
Former JWB Vice-President Jesse Feldman of San 
Francisco, Chairman of the JWB-Israel Committee, 
recounted the history of the JWB-lsrael office and 
the circumstances that led to the purchase of the Litt 
Building, thanks to the endowment fund created by 
Solomon and Mary Litt. 

Don Scher, director of JWB-Israel, reported to the 
Board on the various activities of his office, including 
fundraising, developing educational programming for 
JCC Boards and staffs, and working with North 
American, Israeli and international agencies. He 
reported, for example, that: 

• JWB-lsrael has served 450 people through its 
Israel Training Seminars and, with 17 more Centers 
scheduled to embark on similar seminars over the 
next eight months, 600 people will have been through 
the program. 

• Working closely with the Youth and Hechalutz 
Department of the World Zionist Organization, 
JWB-lsrael has been developing a new concept of 
"short-term shlichut'!.,_programs bringing busy Israeli 
professionals to North America for short periods of 
one month to one year. These Israelis, including in
tellectuals from the academic or political world, will 
work in areas direccly relevant to their professional 
expertise, exercising in North America the skills they 
specialize in in Israel 

• JWB-lsrael serves as a direct resource to Centers 
and to the JWB headquarters in New York. When, 
for example, the Memphis Jewish Community Center 
wanted to present an educational program that would 
introduce young Israeli leaders and opinion-makers 
to their Jewish and general c,ommunity, they asked 
JWB-Israel for suggestions. JWB-lsrael arranged for 
two young "rising stars," Avraham Burg and Benny 
Begin, to spend one week each in Memphis:t' 

JWB-lsrael is eager to be of service to the entire 
JCC field. Don Scher assured the JWB Board, "We 
are a telephone call, a fax machine, away." 

• For more on the Memphis JCC's Scholar-in-Residence Program, 
see JWB Circle, Summer 1987, p. 6. 

Presentations to 
Jesse Feldman, 

Solomon and Mary Litt 

JWB President D onald R. Mintz presented a very 
appropriate "small token" of J WB's esteem to 
outgoing Vice-President Jesse Feldman: an in
scribed silver tzedakah box. 

Mintz also presented an especially appropriate 
gift to Solomon and Mary Litt, whom he called 
·'the prime movers for JWB's involvememin Israel." 
The gift was a beautiful mezuzah, which sym
bolized the Litts' great contribution to opening 
the door for JCCs to experience the richness of 
Jewish life in Israel through JWB. 

In accepting the award, Sol Liu reminisced 
about the purchasing of the Litt Building as the 
"result of several fortuitous happenings," in
cluding a greedy landlord who had doubled the 
rent every year on JWB's earlier quarters. When 
Litt and others heard about a building belonging 
to an Arab family very anxious to acquire some 
money, they bought the building that very after
noon. A week later, they were offered an enor
mous turnaround profit, but, of course, they did 
not sell it. "This building is our vote of con
fidence in the State of Israel, and we're here to 
stay," Litt concluded. 

Maccabi Games a Great Success 

The North American Maccabi Youth Games, held in 
Chicago August 18-25, 1988, were a great success, 
Gerald Schwartz of Miami, JWB HPER Chairman, 
reported, with more than 15,000 people in atten
dance. Some 2,000 young Jewish athletes competed in 
the Games, representing 52 communities and seven 
nations, including Australia, Ireland and several 
countries in South America. 

The Jewish Community Centers (JCC) of Chicago 
went "all out" in producing a "well run, well organ
ized event," Schwartz reported. "The JCC had a 'war 
room,'" he joked, to deal with the "incredible 
logistics." For one thing, the local community 
"hosted 2,000 kids in more than 1,000 homes." 

The Games opened Thursday evening in the 
stadium of Northwestern University. "Unfortunately," 
Schwartz commented, drily, "one of the most severe 
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droughts in Midwest history ended that evening. lt 
poured-but it didn't dampen anything." 

In all, Schwartz said, the Maccabi Games were "a 
very, very wonderful and moving experience." 

Richard J. Maddin, President of the JCC of 
Metropolitan Detroit, announced that his community 
would host the next Games, to take place August 
19-26, 1990. "The Games," he said, "are a wonderful 
opportunity and vehicle for JWB and the JCCs to 
publicize our purpose and what we do. This will be a 
very significant event for JWB." 

In addition to publicity, the Games can lead to very 
visible and concrete benefits to Centers. Philadel
phia, for example, sent 110 young athletes. Many of 
them who were non-members at the beginning of the 
process are now joining up-with their families. 



Ad Hoc Committee on Israel and Tourism Launches Animated Discussion 
'Two topics were most prominent, 
JWB President Donald R. Mintz 
noted, when he was io Israel in June 
for Jewish Agency meetings and for 
the 10th anniversary celebration of 
JWB-Israel's Litt Building: (1) the 
Arab uprising, and (2) the absence 

HARRIET ROSENTHAL of North American Jews. 
At the Biennial, the JWB Board established an Ad 

Hoc Committee, chaired by Harriet Rosenthal of 
MetroWest, NJ, whose task would be to come up with 
recommendations about the proper role of JCCs in 
relation to current events in Israel. 

The Ad Hoc Committee met and formulated some 
"real questions" for all Centers to ponder, Rosenthal 
reported to the JWB Board. Among them: "Are 
JCCs places in whose hallways controversy, discus
sion and dissent ring, with all Jews allowed to say 
what they think? Is Israel facing a decline? How can 
the Center be helpful? Is there an active role for 
JWB?" 

There was considerable discussion, both within Lhe 

Programming for Jewish Continuity 
(CONT FROM PG 2) 

Boards and 37 percent of staffs, seminars in Israel are 
rated "very effective" for 73 percent of Boards and 87 
percent of staffs. The policy implication is obvious: it 
shows clearly that Centers should give serious con
sideration to Israel training programs for their 
Boards and especially for their staffs. 

Among other findings, the executive directors' 
assessment of JWB help in maximizing Jewish educa
tion was of special interest to the JWB Board: 29 per
cent of the directors reported that JWB was "very 
helpful," and 53 percent reported that JWB was 
"helpful," so that a total of 82 percent of the direc
tors, more than four out of five, found JWB helpful. 

Reisman found that a higher level of Jewish educa-
tional effectiveness is correlated with the following: 

(1) More Jewish programming; 
(2) A Jewish education specialist on staff; 
(3) A lay Jewish Education Committee responsible 

for developing guidelines; 
(4) A Jewish Education component in staff 

development; and 
(5) Criteria for Board membership that include 

Jewish commitment and Jewish knowledge. 
Leibow noted that the full report of this "most im

pressive study'' will be available shortly. The very fact 
that the Board commissioned the report, he noted, 
"affirms that this Board is serious about the educa
tion function of JCCs." 

Leibow summed up some of the issues that the 
Committee on Jewish Education and Continuity 
intends to address in the near future, partly in 
response to the report. These include the need to in
volve more JCC Boards in effective maximizing com
mittees, appoint Jewish education specialists at more 
Centers and put more emphasis on Jewish family 
education, for example, through preschools and camps. 
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committee and at the Board meeting, on the role of 
JCCs in informing the public and in promoting 
tourism. At this point, the committee recommends: 
(1) surveying the field to see what JCCs are doing 
now; (2) disseminating readily available materials on 
tourism; (3) hosting carefully controlled forums; 
(4) training speakers to go out into the community, 
and (5) organizing group trips to Israel. The concept 
of Israel Seminars could be extended beyond staff 
and Boards to all members. 

Minnie Nathanson noted chat Centers have regular 
"Israel Desks," and Linda Cornell Weinstein remark
ed on the "wide range of Jewish people" who come 
into the Center: "We're wasting an opportunity if we 
don't reach them." 

Esther Leah Ritz observed that it is important to 
provide answers to people's questions when they do 
travel to Israel. 

Mintz wound up the animated discussion by prom
ising that it would continue in the future. "W~re going 
to formulate strategies to disseminate to the field," be 
said, "and w~re going to move forward aggressively." 

Mandel Commission on 
Jewish Education 

JWB President Donald R. Mintz reported that 
JWB is a cooperating partnerwithJESNA (Jewish 
Education Service of North America), in collab
oration with CJF (Council of Jewish Federations), 
in the new broad-based Commission on Jewish 
Education in North America, convened by the 
Mandel Associated Foundations and chaired by 
JWB Honorary President Morton L. Mandel of 
Cleveland. 

The goals of the Commission are: to review the 
state of formal and informal Jewish education in 
the context of contemporary Jewish life; to rec
ommend practical policies that will set clear di
rections for Jewish education; to develop plans 
and programs for the implementation of these 
policies; to stimulate significant financial com
mitments, and to engage dedicated individuals 
and institutions in collaborative, communal action. 

What makes the Commission unique is that it 
reflects the pluralistic nature of the Jewish people 
and includes top leadership of the organized 
Jewish community; heads of institutions of high
er learning; leaders of the Orthodox, Conser
vative, Reform and Reconstructionist branches; 
educators; rabbis; academicians; founders and 
leaders of private Jewish foundations, and pro
fessionals who deliver educational services. Mintz, 
who attended the Commission's first meeting in 
August, reported to the JWB Board that he 
found it "stimulating, impressive and hopeful. It 
will have an incredible impact on Jewish educa
tion in North America," he predicted. 



For Your Calendar 
Key dates to note for planning participation of 
Presidents, other Center leaders, and key profes
sionals in continental, national and regional JWB 
and Center movement events. 

Nov. 16, 1988: JWB Executive Committee 
meeting, New Orleans. Open meeting for JWB 
Board members, JCC leadership, at GA site. 

Nov. 17, 1988: Reception for JWB and JCC 
leadership at the home of JWB President Donald 
and Susan Mintz in New Orleans. 

Nov. 16-20, 1988: CJF General Assembly, New 
Orleans. Attend the GA as Center movement 
leaders. Special program:"ling for JCC leadership. 

Jan. 13-15, 1989: JWB Board and Committee 
meetings with Center Presidents, Sheraton Bal 
Harbour Hotel, Miami. Participate in discussions 
about the issues in this JWBriefing and more; help 
to make the decisions that will strengthen your 
Center and the Center movement. 

April 6-9, 1989: Century 2 Strategic Planning Forum, 
Grand Hyatt Hotel, New York City. Participate in 
this momentous gathering of JWB Board, JCC 
leaders. to plan the future of the JCC movement. 

April 25-29, 1990: JWB Biennial, Washington, 
D.C. Celebrate the beginning of the Center move
ment's second century. 

JWBriefing is a publication of 
JWB Communications/Public Relations 

Philip M. Shiekman, Chairman 
Henry R. Hecker, Director 

Shirley Frank, Assistant Director 

••• ••• 
JWB 

15 East 26th Street, New York, New York 10010-1579 
(212) 532-4949 
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Taldng Jewish education into the 21st century 
By ELENORE I.E~'TER ----

w ILi. THE l\L\.JORITY <>f .Jewish young people of 
the law 20th and earlv 21st centurie,, start their 
Jewish cducahon• in ·nursery school? Will they 

kc-<'p up ,.,th their .J.,wish educations throu11hout their 
<'h1ldhood und early adult yean,? Will J)'1renta study Jewish 
hLstory and thought and provide support for JewU!h &tudies 
1n the home? 

Positive ans-..-ers to these questions an- th<' objective of a 
new 44-member blue-ribbon commiadion lb UPl?l'8de and ,,;. 
uilize Je,. ,.h ,-ducnt,on The group, cullt'd the Commm1on 
on Jewish Education an North Amenca. LS made up or lead
ing Je..ish educators. ph,lanthropLSts and head>! or plulan
throp,c organizations. and professionals in J<'Wi~h commu
nal actmhe•. It will inve,,t1pte Jewish education today 
and make recommendal1ons for the future. aocording to 11.s 
chairman. Morton Mandel. a Cleveland philanthropist. who 
1n1t1ated the comml6Sion. 

"My ftthng was that something had to be done l.o improve 
Jewish education: llllld Mandel. "Nothing lea1 than Je,.,sh 
continuity ia involved For the past several yeara there has 
been a growing perception among educators and Jewish 
leaders that the quality or Jewish education had to be ~ 
examined within the cont.ext of the society we live In today. 
Our young people live in an open 80C1ety with unlnruted 
cho1ct'S available to them. We want to 1ncn-ase the likeli
hood that they will chooee to idenufy with the larger Jewish 
commuruty. Eclw,ation LS certalJlly crucial lb their making 
that choice. That'~ what all this is about." 

• 
The commission pla.NI to function for 18 months to l"'O 

y.-ars. Al the end of that tune, 1la rtCOmmoodations will pre
sumably be acted upon by educaton! and the appropriate or• 
ganizations, helped by the flJIBDcial backing of communal 
11roupti phllanlhn,pwa and linmdah<>ne. 

Mandrl n"lt-d that the co11UDJS81on has th.. cooperation of 
the l:Ounc1l of Jeww-, f·,..t.,raUODs, the JWB Ith~ a.s..sociatfon 
of Jewuih community centen III North America) and the 
Jewish Education Society of North Amenca. The 00rnro1s
s1Qn was convt>ned by the Ma~l's family foundation in col
laboration with the Council of Jewi~h Federations. !'>tAndel 
h1maelf 1~ former pre,,1denl of the Council of Jewish Feder
ations. JWB and the Council of Jewtsh Federations. 

Tbe commission includes representatl\-es from all seg
menla or the Jewish community. ranging from Orthodox to 
a«Ular 

-,,,._..,, ha~ never before been auch o comani together ,,r "° 
many diveM!e elementil in the Jewish communJty except ror 
rescue and relief during and after World W,u 11 and for Lsra
el," said Mandel, "Edurntion has heretofore not been as cen
tral a Jewish concern 8ll other thmll'S But the fnct is that 
without t-ducation ,.t lose our peoplehood. and then there 
will be no more concern about Jpwi><h i1'.•ue,;. n 

Mandel said his foundation is paying the comnussion's ex
p,,.1...,.. but that the participating organizations were 00n
lribul1ng re!le8rch and owuliary sen~ce,1 

•we ,re look1113 ahead 10 and 16 ~ears. or coune, '"" 
hope to eee some results before that, but in general we are 
loolung into the future," he said. 

Arthur ,J. Naparstek, executive director of the oommis-

910n, reported that the commu1111on ,...,, more than a year in 
the mall.mg. He aa1d Mandt:! OOOfulled with rep..-nlatives 
of all tegmenlll or the religious community, educational and 
community leaders and representatives of foundation, 
known for their support or Jewish enterprises. They all 
made recommendations for membtrs. 

The Cina I hst includes, among olho,n,, the hcad:. of these
minaries for each of the four Jewish movements: lsmar 
Schonocb. chancellor of the Jewish Theologu:al Seminory of 
Amenca, Norman Lamm, presldert of Yesluva Unl\'enuly; 
Alfred Gottschalk. pre,11denl or the Hebrew Union College
Jewish lnsllluto ofR,,hg1on; and Arthur Green. president of 
the Reccu>atrud:!lln1ot Rahbm1cnl C lc,ge It a.ho includes 
Isadore Tw~rsky, director of the Center for Jew!Sh l:>tud1es 
at Har>·anl University; Seymour Martin L1pi>et. author and 
senior fellow in pohtical sc1rnce and &oe1ology at t.he Hoover 
lns t1tut1on 11t Stanford Un,.1'1'$tl·,~ Chari"" R. Bronliruui. 
cha1mwn of thr CRB f'oundaUon ·,r Canada; Eh!\. Evans. 
president of the Charle11 H . Re\,wn Foundation; and Flor
ence Mell.on, a leading plulanthro~ist and innovator in Jpw. 
isl, education in America and Israel. 

In addition, 1l numbers leeders of the organized Jewish 
community. auch u Mondel him,dJ' and Peggy Tishman. 
president of U,I A-Fedt'rtihon; Manie II Berman. ple$ident or 
the Council of J,,,.1-&h Federations; Donald R. :Mintz, presi
dent of JWB; BennPlt Yanowitz. president of the Jewish 
Education Society of North Ameri~ 

Seymour Fox, dean of the Education School of Hebrew 
Unh·ersity, will serve as direct.or of content for the commis
sion·~ report. 

Prior to the oommi,.,;ion·s fust meeting in August, the 
staff intervie"'-ed almost all or the members to help build an 
agenda Out of these d1K11s:siorn; came an ootlinP or the 
areu to be inve,,ligated and or th.- n<'wpoint,; or variou• 
nw,mbcrs 

There W88 agreement on the ex .. hnlf shortage or appro
priate, qu.a!Jfied teachers lb educate Jews ID all age groups. 
Commis.sion mpmbers discussed the need lb increa.se sala-

At a mcellng ol the 
Coml'!IISSIOl1 of Jew· 
os/J EducallOn 1n 
North America. ls
mar Schorsch. chan
ceUor or Ille Jewish 
Theologlcal Sem~ 
nary, gives h<s views 
as UJA-Federat,on 
volunteers Daniel 
51\aptro. lelt, and 
LudwlgJesselsoll, 
look on. Seated next 
to Schorsch iS An· 
nene Hochsle,n, a 
Jew1S1> Al;/ercy con· 
sultant ~ pi<>
,_ study led to the 
lonnalJ0n of the 
COl11ffl<SSO'l. 

-Acl•d ~ 

ries and raise the status oft.eacbers and to make a concerted 
effort to rec:n.rit personnel to the field 

There ,.,.. al.., di!ICUSliion about the clienll or education. 
of the need to reach out to the 1-affihat.ed. u well oa how 
l.o impro,·e education for the committed. 

The many forms of formal and informal education were 
noted Which types justify the greatest inve,;tment? Which 
arc most in need of improvement? There ,..,.. dilC'U111Uon or 
the need for a mMS1ve 1nveatment or energy, thought and 
l'l!IIOUrc.-. 1n day-ochool education Idea.a and VJew& were pre
sented on early childhood education. expenence ID Israel. 
university courses and family education 

It w&.9 agrftd that nwthuds or toad>ing will be, uplored, 
1U1 will the economics ci educauon and llw CUJTtut •uuc,. 
l\ll'l!S and mechoni•ms for dehvenRI! educ:aUon ,..1th1n the 
community. 

"lt's a very ambitious project. There are so many agen
das," said comm1SR1on member Peggy Tishman ·( feel I still 
have to learn a lot about the dunensions or this thing, but 
rm sure that unlcaa we develop quahly educataon. we'll lo. 
our young people. The quality or Jewiah education ..bould be 
on the same level as in secular schools. We must raise the 
level of profes,,ionaliam of our teachers But I think we1J 
never han• enough tead1en, and ,., have to explore the II.le 

of video and aatA?lhte program~. I "'ould IIUY I'm nul peaa1-
mist1c about th,s pro,ect " 

Another commission member, Irving Greenberg, presi
dent and co-founder or CLAL-The National Jewish Center 
for Leaming and Leadership, ..aid "'The commi,won roall)· 
repn,.enta a h1,loncal change 1n approaching• J1,w1~h com
munal problem. It has brou11ht togetht:r the nghl comb,na-
1.ion of top people ,n education and governance. Today Jew
ish education is truly a ..econd pnority for most Jewish par
enbl. It will take "i•ion and imagination to changr that. It 
will be a Jow process and it's already late. but It 1a 1mpor· 
tant that 1t be done now. Hllllbr) •howa us that the cc1mmu
nity support.,, what the top people consider a top prionty. I 
think this commission has the clout to have an impact." 

1938-1988 

KRISTALLNACHT 

ARNOLD 
WARSHAVCHIK 

ENROLLED ACTUARY 

Pension Plan Consultant 
m8\ 339-7674 

S.R. HIRSCH 
Descendants Reunion 

Park East Synagogue 
Kristallnacht Commemoration 

conducted by 
Rabbi Arthur Schneler and Rabbi Marc Schneler 

with the participation of diplomatic 
representatives of foreign governments. 

The commemoration wll feature In concert 
MOSAPIJAPE 

the fifty voice Jewish OlOlr of Yugoslavlll 
appearing for the first time In New Yak Oty. 

Sunday, Nowmba- 6, 1988 • 7 :00 p.m. 
Main Sanctuary • 163 East 6 7th Strut. New York 

On Tuesday evening, January 3, 1989, 
27 Tevet 5749, 

the descendants of 

Rabb i Samsom Raph ael Hirsch 
will gather to commemorate 

his 100th Yahrzeit. 
For Information wrtte to E.l. OOba't. Box 269. Yonk"'9. NY 10705. 
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Lost objective 
Sensitivity to moral issues lacldng in Jewish education 

F OR MANY YEARS I have been concerned that 
Jewish edu~tion - religious or secular, Ortho
dox, Conservative or Reform - does not con

tribute to the moral development of Jewish youth. 
AL long last, careful research proves thls. Tusts ad

ministered in many Jewish day schools yielded results 
that hardly differed from those obtained in public 
schools. 

Intensive Jewish education may have made Jewish 
youth more knowledguble about their heritage. ll 
ma,y also have deepened theiT Jewish identity. It bas 
done virtually nothing, however, to heighten their 
sensitivity to moral issues. to make them more willing 
to abide by the religiou~ codes to which they are alleg
edly committed. 

For Jewish survival. the deepening of Jewish identi
ty is very important. For that identity to be more 
meaningful. more literacy in Judaica is also impor
tanL Yet, how can we hope to become a •light unto the 

EMANUEL RACKMAN 

nations" tf Jewish edacation cannot make the pupil a 
better person. kinder, more just, more socially in
volved? 

All of our educational efforts become only a sarv1va
hsl exercise while the ultimate obJ€ctive, to be "u holy 
nation and a kingdom of priests." is lost. in the process. 

This is an inescapable challenge. Either we cope 
with it, or we owe it to hamanity to declare the bank
ruptcy of our educational enterprise. 

My very respected colleague. Irving ("Yitz"I Green
be_rg, head of CLAL-The National Jewish Center for 
Learning and Leadership, estimates that Jews are. at 
be.st, only five percenl better than most people. l do 
nol krulw h.r,w one caii mu.sure the good, the better 
and the best, but I am ready to accept that our collec
tive historical experience <also bard to quantify) has 
had an impact on our behavior. We may have a keener 
80Cisl oonsctence than most people. 

Yet, with all of our know-how, is ,t not possible to 
make our educational method,; more effective in the 
mor~I improvement of the ham.an being, and especial
ly the Jewish people? 

To the credit of many. such ways a.re being sought. 
A conference on the subject was held in Jerusalem this 
past s:.immer. Dr. Jerry Friedman of Los Angeles 
8P()nsored 1l. I was privileged to be the speaker at the 
closing session. 

ll was the thought of the late Lawrence Kohlberg of 
Harvard that dominaued the deliberotion:;. Friedman, 
one of Koblberg's clisc.iples, has tried to apply the 
teachings of his master to Jewish education. Kohlberg 
de\leloped ways to sensitize students to tbe complexity 
of morn) dilemmas, to help them anal)7.e the options 
and arrive at moral judgments. 

Most Jewish educators have offered no resistance. 
Only a small group of frightened Orthodox ones have 
expressed a preference for the older method of indoc
trinating youth by dogmatic affirmations as to what 
may be done. They do not want to encourage moral 
autonomy and self-diriection. 

Above all. they do not realize that they are not do
mg what Moses clid. Moses appealed to the Jews to 
evaluate the commandments of God and ascertain its 
ju.,;tice. This was an invitation that is authentically 
Jewish: an appeal to reruion, not blind obedience to au
thority. 

Some Orthodox rabbis today are afraid to take the 
risk, however. They prefer to ponLifii:ate and declare 
"tltis is permitted and that IS prohibited," and with 
many students they are successful. Yet, in today's cli
mate, we will do better to emulate Moses rather than 
thoee who resisted. 

But even if people are stimulated to make better 
judgments when faced with moral dilemmas, one 
great problem remains: Row can the will of .a human 
be1Dg be influenced to make it want to do the moral 
thing, to choose the morally superior option? How does 
one make a man want to do good? 

Indeed. this question must have been asked a mil
lennia ago when Plato or Socrates taught that the aim 
of knowledge was to know the good. They seemed to 
take for granted that once a man knew what was good, 
he would do good. Yet, people less naive about human 
nature know the fallacy of this assumption; certainly 
the Holocaust ended all illusions about man's natural 
preference for good over evil. 

It is in trus connection that religious - as distin
guished from moral - education has a role to play. 
That does not mean religion's rate of success is im
pressive; some of the greatest e,-ils have been perpe
trated in the name of religion and no one kno"" this 
better lhan Jews. Nevertheless, Judllism has been 
preoccupied with making man prefer good over evil. 

• 
Fir,;t, it is basic Judaism that it is God's will lllat we 

do the good. ln no equal measure has any othes reli
gion made the pll1'Suil of lhe good tts principal leach
ing, its central feature. 

Abraham Joshua Heschel put it as well as anyone 
could have. The Gree ks, he said, could philos,;phiu 
whether goodness was inherently good or whether it 
was good because God made it so. No Jew would thus 
philosophi7.e, said Hes.chel; God and goodness BJe one 
and the same. 

Consequently, when Jews stress our belief and love 
of God, it is to inspire the lover to perform the \ll'ill of 
tbe Beloved. No less great a legal philosopher than 
Carl Friedrich claims that in Judaism. Jewish law is 
the will of God; the law is synonymous with goodness. 
lf the Beloved wills il, that is enough for the lov<r, the 
man of faith. 

And if one does not believe in the existence o' God. 
or hesitates to hold that God - even if He ex:i,,'ts -
wills anything. then other rationalizations are soughL 
One argues that the good is part of the natural law; it 
is part of nature's warp and woof; its pu.n;uit is impor
tant for human survival; ;1 will contribute lo man'$ 
peace of mind or soul; il is mandated by the nature of 
man and/or the nature of society; it will win for man 
lhe approbation of his peers, etc. 

This is not the place for a course ouiline on the sub
ject of ethics. All I want to make clear is that human
ity has a major problem on its hands and with regard 
lO that problem we are still "in the beginning." Even if 
we can make some progress in helping people to fath
om and resolve moral dilemmas, we have no new wayS 
to insure that they will do even that which their own 
reason dictates is right: Lh.e good, the moral, the ethi
cal 

As for me. Judaism is still the be8t means available 
lO us and I recommend it at least to all my co-rehg,on
ists. 

Speak out 
1 Cc,nllnue<I from pog~ 261 
of it. ls this successful community 
relations? ls tl:u.s why the AJCom
m,tt.ee. AJCongress and the league 
were brought into being? Is ,t their 
JOb to divide lhe Jewish people in 
il~ most Cl'ilieal representation to 
Washington? 

is going Lo recJte a/ ,he/ !the Yorn 
Kippur confessional I when the 
next vote comes up in Congress for 
aid to Israel or for any other mot,. 
te• that vitally affects Israel's secu
rity and there IS no longer a un,t.ed 
community w,th a smgle voice rep
resenting us? 

lheir actiun today? And will we pay 
a terrible price tomorrow for their 
speaking out now when they 
s.hould have been silent? 

Theater workshop 
The Labor Zionii,t Alliance and 

the Association of Refonn Ziorusls 
of America are co-sponsoring a 
workshop· featuring two Arab ac
tors of the Haifa Municipal The
atre, on Thursday, Nov. 3, from 6 
to 8 p.m. at the UAHC. 838 Fifib 
Ave. The Haifa Theatre company 
comprises Jewish and Arab actors 
invesupting current issues ID l:;
rael's bicultural society. Admi,;sion 
is free. Reservations are recom
mended as space is limited. For in
formation call, <212> 989-()300. 

Whal is the use of having a Con
ference of Presidents and an AJ. 
PAC if responsible organizations 
like these behave so irresponsibly 
and go their own way? How will we 
appear in the eyes of government 
officials in the future? How many 
votes have we already lost in the 
Senate and in the House because of 
tlus tembly damaging letter? Who 

Thousands of years ago Ecclesi
ast.es told us in the Bible: "There ;~ 
a lime to be silent and a time lO 
speak out." Whal a shame that 
these three organizations got their 
timmg confused. Fiay years ago 
when they should have spoken out 
they- were silent: I.O<UIY, when they 
should have been silent, they spoke 
out. Fi{l;y years ago we paid a terri
ble price for their silence and yet 
their action was understandable at 
the time. Who will understand 

Brooklyn D.A. Elizabeth Holtzman 
dlscuse The women·s Vota 191!8 at SllttN Pi- Sy11agog1111, m E. 51 SI., 

NYC. Weiimlay, Nov 211d. al 7:00 p.m. $5 :dnmion. Coi!ee and Ca<e. 

WINTER ¢ BREAK 
IN ISRAEL 

Following finals In December, 1988 
An exciting program for unlvenalty students 

ooder the auspices of the MelropofftM N.Y. B'na B'rilh Hllel/JACY 

IAIU • JEaAI.IM 

lUIUI AN9f U..IIMI 
confronting the Jewleh State 
loday end tomorrow 

nA1EL"'"' Rimi 
and make new frlenda 

STUDENT TOUR: Du,.,._ n, 1-. ..1--, e.1-
s 1299 1nc1uc1n: Alt iw., ir.n.re,., hotels, 2 Koshe< meals• csay. prtvai. bus. guide 
and muc:h morel OatlnBd IJrinwtv for~•. gnoduilt.e and ~ age 
SNdents vloltlng meeT for tne lint lime. Ptogram: Ext.eM!Va louling, b<Wwig -
lions. vis.lb to &reel "°"'*9, a Shabbat In Jerusalem, eod&la • .ic. 

Forbloch.n! Con1a<t Melrqpcllan N.Y. B'nel B'rllh .._,.W::V, 95~ M ., 
NYC 10018 (212) 8116-15110 ot0.-.~89-4'.W::V (718) 793-2222 

"I know you can't fly down 
to Florida every time I 

have a little ache or pain." 
When your parents came here 10 reure years ago. they were so lull o< bfe. 
But now the<es only one of them. lrvtng alone. Yo,i re too lar ,r,,ay 10 keei> 
an eye on the Situation. So yOU worry IS momma takrng Iler medicine? 
can poppa gel help d he needs n• For st,opp,ng? Coolong• Whenevef 
you cal and you don"! gel an answer nght away your heart s!<rps a beat 
Is every,hrng o.k ? 

But when yoor mother. lalller. or any e10erty family member hVtng 11 

South Aor<da needs help. you can count on Atlas SeniO< Serv,ces We can 
handle anything and everythong. From just ched<ng tO see d they re okay. 
10 <un scale superv.s,on. How good are we? Just ask lhe lamrhes we· re 
now serving., your commuMy. or membetS of the legal. SOC18I and 
medical l,elds We'I gladry supply names. because we·re proud of our 
repulatton lor quality care. 

We re the only ones ln South Florida WTt1l total ln-nouse capab1hnes 
10 see 1hat your elderty loved one lrves ,n d,gnrty an<fe"t0)'5 the qualrty o< 
kle that r,e or she deserves 

For further Information. caH Ma,c 4bn1ms colleci 
(305) 949-2'401, 523-1105, 463-2155 or wnte: 

Atlas Senior Senices 
··we·re lbere when 1ou wllh ,-ou c:ouJd be~--

1781 NE 16:!ncl Street N M,am1 Beach. Fl 3316:! 

Alt.AS Rop....,,ll>1'lv .. 
w1I bo in Gl901or 
NfNIYort(.ara. 
No,. 8-10-11. Cal 
!or appc:M1tm11nt 

ISRAEL HISTADRUT FOUNDATION 
Invites you to o unique lecture 

An lnsldo-vlew of a IIH1e-remembored, hlslorlc chapter In the 
'WAR OF 1812' and the role of the port oil Ghent alter WW II. 

ANDRE REYNIERS 
President. Rotary Club. Ghent; 
Prominent Belglon shipping exeo
utlve and hdusfl1dlst: Manoglng 
Director, Reynlers & Sogama 

To pics: 
The Peace Treaty of Ghent. Belgium. 1814. 

Position of the Port of Ghent after the liberation In WW II. 

Introduction: 
DR. SOL STEIN 

Founding President, Israel Histodrut Foundotton. 
long-time friend & tellow~clent. of Mr. Reynlers' 

at the University of Ghent. 

33 East 67th Street, NYC 10021 

Seollng Lrnlted • Con11nallal 8reoktost • eow.t $3.00 
By ,-va11on onlyl RSVP (212) b28-0'.l10 







Now 1ha1 the holidays are over and 
everyone has something to do, hope all 
goes well for the community. 

Marv and Shirley Az~ had their 
daughter Marilyn home from Alaska. 
Ruth and Harry Berga! had Lroraa Rae 
and daughter from Texas. George and 
Betty Be.rman had daughter Sheila and 
husband Daniel home from lsrael. 
Aida Bindler and Lillian Joelson had 
sisters Zina Alesknow from Chicago, 
Evelyn Young from Palm Springs, and 
Aida's son Morry Bindler fom South 
Carolina. fern Ap1er's brother and 
sister-in-law, Nate and Maryann Fox 
were in town from Maryland for a few 
days. Helen Davis' daughter Peggy and 
husband were in town from California. 
Bob and Ruth Karon's daughter Janet 
and husband Warren were here from 
Oregon. Maurice and Esther Krovitz 
bad their son Benji visitfog from Seal· 
tie: Herb and Essie Samuels had son 
Steve home from Seaule. 

Louis Cohen is now in St. Paul with 
his son Ed. Shirley Garber, Dick 
Karon, Cindy Karon, Bob Karon, Sally 
Karon, Tom and Sharon Karon were in 
San Francisco anending a wedding. 
Miriam Garon was in Kansas City; Ida 
and Marv Golberg were in Columbus 

By Ruth Abramson 

and Chicago; Harvey and Esther Win
throp were in New York. 

Maul T ov and congratulations to: 
Ruth and Bill Finn and Hommey 

and Bob Kanter on the binh of their 
grandson, Daniel Louis, born 10 1he 
Doug Kanters of Minneapolis; 

Rita Kenigsberg on the binh of her 
grandson, Joe Edmund, born to Sam 
and Lisa Vmelney of California; 

Linda Eason who has recently been 
awarded the I 988 Lavine Scholarship 
for History; 

Lil and Monny Goldfine and Mary 
and Egal Feldman on the birth of !heir 
grandson Max Michael, born to 
Aurora & Ken Goldrtne of Scottsdale: 

Dorothy Davis on I.he marriage of 
her grandson Bill Kirsch of Min
neapolis; 

Ruth Abramson on the Bar Mi1zvah 
of her grandson Joshua, son of 
Ghitiann and Bill Worcester of Min
neapolis; 

Francis and Sam Kravitz on the Bat 
Mitzvah of their granddaughter Sari, 
daughter of Barbara Naidi1ch and 
Harold Naidi1ch; 

Raquel Shamblou, daughter of Lor
raine Shambloa and the late Bernard 

JEWISH EDUCATION COMMlSSJON CONVENES: Donald R. Mintz, Presi
dent o r JWB, representing the North American Jewish Community Cenlers; 
Mandell L. Berman, Prt51dent o f the Council of J ewlsb f ederations; CommJs. 
sion Chairman Morton L. Mandel, Chairman of the Mandel Associated Founda
tions, and Bennett Yanowltz, President or the Jewish Education Servi~ o r North 
America, convene lhe historic opening of the ltroad-based, action-oriented Com
~on on Jewish Educat.lon in Non.h Atnerigj, wbost members rtOecl the 
pluralislk nature of the Jewish people, and Include, a t Ute highest_ levN , leaders 
or the organized Jewish community, Ute branches or Judaism, the academic fidd, 
business and private J ewish foundations. JWB p,... S...ltt 

Cry~tal 
gazmg 

By MR. I 

Everytime I meet a fonner Du
luthian whom I haven't seen for a long 
time he inquires how Duluth is 1oday as 
compared 10 memories of 1he pa:s1. 
Duluth always evokes many nostalgic 
memories of yesteryear. "Times are a 
changing" is the popular hit song of 
our own Bob Dylan. They most cer
tainly have changed; the Original 
Aerial Bridge, the Jncline, and the 
Founh S1ree1 Toonerville Trolley are 
jus1 memories. 

There are only 1wo major hotels in 
our downtown area. In years pas1 there 
were namely, The Spalding, Holland, 
Lenox, Fifth Ave, McKay and Si. 
Louis while the Hotel Duluth which 
still stands has been convened to rental 
units. Loss of all of this hotel space has 
been replaced by innumerable motels. 

On1y the Orpheum Theatre exists in 
our downtown area. Gone are the once 
famous Lyceum, the Lyric, Granada, 
Astor, Garrick, Zelda, Sunbeam, 
Strand, Diamond, Victory and Odium 
as well as others in lhe West End and 
West Duluth. 

There are now no major deparimen1 
stores in our downtown. There used to 
be lhe Glass Block, Freimu1hs, Orecks, 
Silbemein and Boody. Albenbergs and 
the First Street Store. There were many 
non-<lepanmem mercantile establish
ments such as Steels, Oak Hall, Big 
Dululb, Altmans, Silvians, M. Cook 
and Sor..:, Fitwell, Famous Oothing, 
Leisers, Three Winners, Master Fur
riers and many others. Ln the depart
ment store category I should have men
tioned Wahl's, successor to George A. 
Gray. 

AClive and prominent restaurants cf 
the past were lhe Holland, Spalding, 
Flame. Zien's Lunch, Atlas Tea 
Rooms, Main, Collins, Miller's Cafe
teria, the Baltimore, Greysolon Tea 
Rooms, Fifth Ave. Hotel, Canton, 
Mandarin, Joe Huies, Arrowhead, St. 
Paul Cafe andl way back in memory 
Cook's Kosher Restaurant. 

We shouldn' 1 overlook the Recrea
tion Parlor, Arcade and I.he Ringside, 
generally in business as pool halls bu1 
also the scene of betting with a number 
of bookies and where all the boys 
became men. 

Who can forget the Amphitheater 

'I-Jest ou\utn 
town • t,lti\\ef ~2ir 62S-2325 

oowll2225 727-!',u 
727· 

Rosen, Minnie and David Siegel, 
Nancy and Stuan Shamblott, Dorothy 
and Ed Slonim, Alyce and Julius Hor
witz, Helen and Sidney Adelson, Sylvia 
and Sidney Fink., Judy and Don 
Schibel, Lorraine and Seymour Chez, 
Sam and Millie Shamblort, Lewis and 
Bev King, Harvey and Esther Win
throp, Ralph and Jeanette Altman, 
Steve and Terry Davis, Rabbi and Judy 
Holz and Nate a:nd Louise Greene. 

Until next time, stay Well. 

where the National Champion Duluth 
Hornet's Hockey team played 10 pack
ed audiences, 1011g before the advent or 
Lh~ curmn National Hockey League. 
In the summer months lhe Amph 
featured nationally big name bands 
such as Wayne King, Louis Panico. 
Ben Bernie, Cab Calloway and many 
others. One particular band, Davey 
Jones and his Pirates, played long 
engagements. 

How can we forget lhe huge whole
sale hardware houses such as Kelly 
Howe Thompson and particularly 
Marshall Wells, the largest wholesale 
hardware distrit>-utor in the world. Re
grci.fully no longer in our midst are 
manufacturing industries such as F.A. 
Patrick, Coolera.tor, U.S. Steel, Atlas 
Ponland C(m~l!t. Klearflax Linen, 
Universal Flour and many others. 
Wholesale food distribution also had 
its giants, such as Stone Ordean Wells, 
Rust Parker, Gowan Lenning Brown, 
Eimon Mercantile. Many produce 
houses were Jewish owned such as 
Gershgol's Lndependem Fruit, Levine 
Fruit and Produce Co, owned and 
managed at various times by Loy 
Levine and Prof Davis and L. K. Stein 
Co. of Minneapolis and managed by 
Sidney Green. Among many Jewish 
controlled operations we had a cab 
company known as Harris Cab, owned 
and operated by lhree brothers, Sam, 
Jack and Harry Goldman; yes, our 
Jewish community was ce11ainly in
volved in many diverse areas. 

I'll stop here but continue with 01.her 
ca1egories in my nex1 article. You 
might ask, with so many stores, in
dustries, etc. no longer existing, what's 
lefl? Plenty. Obviously our community 
has changed drastically but cosmetic 
1ouches have greatly beautified 
Duluth. Will continue recalling tbe 
past and attempt 10 forecast what the 
future will be like. I enjoy hearing 
from you to remind me of some items 
and mauers I may have overlooked. 

With your cooperation, I would like 
10 Lisi a quote: "You ain'l heard 
nothing yet." 

Moscow Hebrew 
class approved 

JERUSALEM - A member of the 
newly fonncd Association of Hebrew 
Teachers in the Soviet Union bas 
received official permission lo teach 
Hebrew in Moscow. 

According 10 the P ublic Council for 
Soviet Jewry here, Jlya Ginsburg of 
Moscow was notified during Sukkot 
I.hat he could advertise for pupils in 
local newspapers. This summer, an
other Moscow Hebrew teacher, Yev
geny Voronov, received permission 10 
publish such advenisements, but ii was 
revoked al lhe las, minute. 

Previously, orricially sanctioned 
Hebrew classes have only been allowed 
in Baku on the Caspian Sea. 

Th•J<rllW<m POIIS<nltt 
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Hebrew School 
Remodeling 
Project 

The Jewish Fellowship Club, follow
ing a presentation at the September 
meeting, voted io contribute $4,000 to 
the cost of remodeling the classrooms 
in the Center, used by the Hebrew 
School and Temple Israel Rel.igious 
School. A sketch of the proposed new 
classroom and a note of thanks from 
the oommiuee involved may be of in
terest 10 community members. 

9/ 15/ 88 
Dear Fellowship Club·, 

How very generous of you to donate 
$4,000 to the Religious/Hebrew School 
remodeling project. Your generous 
contribution is a living legacy 10 the 
children of our Twin Pons communi
ty. The Fellowship Club can reel proud 
to be in the forefront of philanthropic 
Jewish organizations. 

Thank you so very much, and a hap-
py and healthy New Year to you all. 

Sincerely, 
Willie Portilla, Chair 
Dan Kislinger, arcbitea 
.!Guy Altman, Marsha Eisenberg, 
Judy Cohen, Sharon Kaner 

Arehit~t's sketch of new classroom. 

Children o f Temple Israel's Religious School celebrating Simchas Torah with unrolled T orah sprud on their laps. 

(The numerous thank you nottoS 
from children and youth would involve 
an entire issue were we to use all of 
them. Of co= that is impossible. We 
can only prim a few o f them. We do 
acknowledge the names of those who 
thank the Federation for making possi
ble a delightful summer experience in a 
Jewish atmosphere: Joshua Levenson, 
Jodi Greene, Beth Altman, Rachel 
Mary Gurovitseh, Sara Widdes, Jessica 
Ostrov, Alex Portilla, Andy Greene-, 
Mollie Osuov, Jorcl Levenson, Bryam 
Altman, Ben Portilla, Shana Eisen
berg) 

MEIERA HOLZ 
Thanks to the Jewish Federation l 

was able to spend the most amazing 
summer of my life with a group of 20 
or so Jewish young people all around 
my age. The program I went ro was 
called Noazim (Mosh West) and we 
literally climbed mountains together. 
My goup travcl-ed first to Ne':" M~co 
where we learned various survtval skills 
and then to Utah where we canoed 52 
miles down the Oreen River, and final
ly, we went 10 the San Juan Mountains 
in Colorado where we backpacked 

Youth Awareness Scholarship Responses 
thousands of feet up and 36 miles over 
rough wilderness terrain. The ~imax o f 
the trip was on our last day m Colo
rado when all of us climbed 14,960 feet 
in one day. The feding when we got 10 
the top was incredible. We all took pic
tures and then stood up in a circle 10 

pray, all saying the shehechianu. We 
clambered down another 15,000 feet to 
our campsite. 

DARA HOLZ 

I had a great summer at Kallah Bet 
at OSRUI camp. The Jewish Federa.
tion helped make it possible. I will 
always remember my friends and the 
activities that we shared. We had 
Hebrew class once a day and Tefilot 
(services) twice a day, as well as many 
other fun things that we did. Being at 
camp with all J ewish kids was really 
special to me. 

JESSA HOLZ 

This summer l went to Moshavah 
Bet, which is a part of OSRUI camp. 
This part of camp is in tents for a 

month. We make our own meals and 
sleep in tents and go to services twice a 
day. I had a wonderful summer in my 
first year in tents and it would never 
have been possible without the help of 
Federation. Summers are now so 
special because I'm with so many 
Jewish kids in a completely Jewish at
mosphere. 

IAN KANER 
I'd like 10 thank t.he Duluth-Superior 

Jewish Federation For the scholarship 
to camp Olin Sang Ruby Union In
stitute. I had a lot of fun. Some of the 
activities were: swimming, canoeing, 
kayaking, sa.ilfog, horsebacking, 
Hebrew class, movies and Hebrew ac
tivities. 

Other things we did were: cook our 
own meals, an.d had services twice a 
day (that includes Shabbat dinner), rest 
period (or Minucha), Va-adote (or 
work groups). 

Once again I'd like to thank the 
Ouluth-Superfor Jewish Federation for 
the scholarship. 

LEE KANER 
I would like to thank you for giving 

me money to go to camp. I had a l.ot of 
fun. I met some new Jewish friends 
that I hope to keep in touch with. I 
liked Shabbat at camp because we got 
dressed up and ate a good meal of 
chicken. One tihiog I dido 't like was 
swimming because the water was 
green. But other than that I loved 
camp. Once again thank you for the 
money ro go to camp. It was nice being 
around aU the Jewish people. 

BRENT SEILER 
This summer I had a unique ex

perience with 20 other Jewish teenagers 
from all over America and one from 
France. It was in a program called 
MOSH WEST. We started at Ocono
mowoc, Wisconsin, where we got in 
two vans and drove 10 New Mexico 
where we stayccl for about a week and 
learned about nature and our environ
ment. We had the expert leadership of 



****** International News ****** 
Israelis to visit Bulgaria 

TEL AVIV (JTA) - Prominent 
Israelis will be visiting Bulgaria in the 
next rew weeks, and preliminary 
discussions are under way aimed at 
establishing commercial airline service 
between Jsrael and Bulgaria. 

Bulgaria broke diplomatic relations 
with Israel after the 1967 Six-Day War, 
as did all Soviet bloc nations excepc 
Romania. But lately a tbaw has set in. 

Representatives or Arkia, Israel's 
domestic airline. were joined in Sofia 
by officials or El Al, Israel's interna
tional carrier, and by Sbai Shohami, 
head or Israel's Civil Aviation Ad
ministration. 

They were discussing the inaugura
tion or flights with Bulgarian officials. 
Arlcia recently has gone into the over
seas charter field. 

delegation from Poland will visit Israel 
in the near future, to discuss increased 
economic cooperation between the two 
countries. 

Israel diplomats said that the warm
ing in relations between Israel and 
Poland could be seen as part of a 
general rrend of improved relations 
between the Jewish state and the East 
European countries. 

Soviet Refusenik 
up for prize 

BRUSSELS (JT A) - Roald Zeli
chonok, a longtime Soviet refusenik 
and former prisoner of Zion, is one of 
three nominees for the European 
Parliament's Sakharov Prize for Free
dom or the Mind, to be awarded in De
cember. 

He was selected by the parliament's 
political commission along with two 
other nominees: political prisoner 
Nelson Mandela, founder of the 
African National Congress, and the 
late Anatoly Marchenko, a Soviet 
dissident who died in Oi.isiopol Prison 
last year after a hunger strike. 

Meanwhile, three prominent Israelis 
have acx:epted separate invitations for 
high-level meetings with Bulgarian 
leaders. They are Shulamit Shamir, 
wire of Israeli Premier Yitzbak 
Shamir; Commerce and lndustry 
Minister Ariel Sharon; and Abba 
Eban, outgoing chairman of the 
Knesset Foreign Affairs and Defense 
Committee. 

Zelichonok, 52, a 10-year refuscnik 
who is an electronics engineer and 
author of several scientific books, was 
imprisoned in 1985 for two years on 
charges of defaming the Soviet Union. 

Jewish Book Month poster by artist JacqueHne Chwast. 

Israel and Poland to 
upgrade ties 

NEW YORK (JT A) - Israel and 
Poland have agree to upgrade their 
diplomatic missions in Tel Aviv and 
Warsaw by turning them imo indepen
dent missions. The two missions are 
presently operating under the diplo
matic sponsorship of the Netherlands. 

The agreement was reached in a 
Sept. 29 meeting between Israel 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres and his 
Polish counterpart, Tadeusz Olechow
ski. 

According to an aide to Peres, it was 
agreed that the new level of official ties 
between lsrael and Poland will be 
defined in talks to be held soon by 
diplomats of both countries. 

lo addition, Peres and Olecbowski 
confirmed that a high-level economic 

John Stokes, an environmentalist, to 
teach us. Next we went to Utah where 
we paddled down the Green River. We 
slept on little sand islands or some• 
where on the river banks. Next, it was 
off 10 Colorado, my favorite part. We 
hiked in the Rocky Mountains and 
climbed Uncumpagre Peak which is 
14,309 feet high. We also went on a 
solo where we went off by ourselves 
and made our own shelter. etc. 

I don't think I will ever be able to 
have these experiences again. I learned 
about nature, living and getting along 
with new people in a very close group 
for a month. Even though we were 
from different parts of the county, we 
could share so many things. whether it 
was doing creative services, having 
discussions on the Bible, or being 
Jewish and sharing this with other 
Jewish kids. lt was very special to me. 
MOSH WEST was a great lime in my 
life. 

(A slide show and program on MOSH 
WEST and other programs at Camp 
Oconomowoc will be prcsemed in 
January for cbildren and parents in our 
community.) 

Soviet Jewry activists credic his 
underground Hebrew teaching as the 
real reason for his arrest. 

Zelichonok's wife, Galina, is in the 
United States on a tourist visa, seelcing 
medi~al creatmeot and POiiticai sup
port. 

The Sakharov Prize is named for 
Soviet physicist, Nobel laureate and 
human rights dissident Andrei Sakha
rov. 

"Jews, killers of nations, 
your time will also come!" 

A report filed last spring by the 
Jewish Telegraphic Agency, indicated 
a new wave of anti-Semitism has rock
ed Greece's tiny Jewish community. A 
barrage of threatening hate mail and 
phone calls to Jewi.sh individuals and 
communal instirutions has been tied to 
the unrest in tbe Middle East. While 

Jewish communal figures have im
plored authorities to stem the growing 
tide of anti-Semitism in Greece, others 
have ruefully stated that pleas to 
Papandreous' Socialist government 
have fallen on deaf ears. 

Hong Kong's only shul 
will be demolished 

Hong fcong's only synagogue is to be 
demolished. The go-ahead was given 
by the Commonwealth Chief Rabbi, 
Lord Ja.kobovits, after intense dispute 
within the colony. Opponents of the 
demolition argue that this is a blow to 
the communal life of Hong Kong's 250 
Jewish families; conservatives are op
posed to the building coming down. 
But is was ruled that the building is un
safe, and plans arc afoot to provide 
better facilities for what appears to be 
a growing Jewish community. 

Ex-Jewish guerrillas admit 
helping to slay Swedish envoy 

JERUSALEM - Two former guer
cillas of an underground Jewish group 
once led by Prime Minister Yitthalc 
Shamir said they helped assassinate a 
Swedish U.N. envoy to Palestine 40 
years ago, a television program said. 

Le was the first time that members of 
the Stem Group acknowledged they 
were involved in the killing of Count 
Folke Bernadotte, Israel's state-run 
Educational Television said. 

The militam group, also known as 
Israel Freedom Fighters, was initially 
headed by Avraham Stem. It was a 
splinter faction of the right-wing Na
tional Military Organization. 

The faction, which carried out ter
rorist acts to undermine British rule in 
mandatory Palestine, o pposed Berna
dotte's proposals that the United Na
tions be given control over Jerusalem 
and key areas be returned to Arab 
jurisdiction. 

In 1942, after British police fatally 
shot Stern, the group was led by 
Shamir, Nat an Y ellin-Mor and Yisrael 
Scheib-Eldad, the group's ideologist. 

In in1erviews for Educational Televi
sion a.ired Friday, two former members 
of the group said that Yellin Mor and 
Scheib-Eldad approved the assassina
tion. 

The organization officially disband
ed about six months before the lcilling, 
and Shamir had no connection with the 
assassination, said his spokesman 
Yossi Ahimeir. 

Although members of the group may 
have been involved, Abimeir said, 
"There was no organization at the 
time, and Shamir was not a com
mander." 

The issue was not expected to have 
any effect on upcoming eleaions. 
Israelis have thought for years that the 
Stern Group was behind the killing. 

Journalist Dan Margalit interviewed 
Yehoshua Zetler and Meshulam Mako
ver, who he said were the mastermind 
and the driver in Bernadotte's killing. 

Margalit quoted Zetlcr as saying he 
decided to kill Bernadotte, president of 
the Swedish Red Cross during and 
after World War 11. 

Holocaust 
remembered 

President Ronald Reagan commem
orated the six million Jews killed in the 
Holocaust, saying that their "mons
trous end will testify to the hellish dep
ths of human evil." He spoke at a 
ceremony for the new Holocaust 
Memorial Museum in Washington. 

"We know that the United Nations, 
whose peacekeepers were honored ... 
for their service 10 the world, has yet to 
repeal its infamous resolution equating 
Zionism with racism. We know where 
such intellectual infamy can lead." 

Reagan denounced those who claim 
the Holocaust did not happen, in
cludin.g "our own counrrymen" dedi
cated "to the disgusting task of mini
mizing or even denying .. . the Holo
caust. This act of intellectual genocide 
must not go unchallenged, and those 
who advance these views must be held 
up to the scorn and wrath of all good 
and thinking people in this nation and 
across the world," Reagan said. 

He called The Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion, still taught in some 
schools in the Arab Middle East, "the 
most profoundly cynical piece or anli
Semitic filth produced. full of libels 
toward the Jewish people, particularly 
the horrifying 'blood libel'.". 

Reagan spoke of the "subtler 
forms" of anti-Semitism present in to
day's society, that "seeks to deny Jews 
their independent identity," including 
75 000 Jews in the Soviet Union scek
in~ to emigrate. Glasnost has provi~ed 
"liberalizing attitudes toward Juda.ism 
in the Soviet Union" but Jews need 
oouragc to say, '"Yes, I am a Jew, I 
wish to study Hebrew, and I wish to 
emigrate to the homeland of my peo
ple. '" 

"Where are those exit visas?" 
Reagan asked Soviet leaders. "Let 
these people go," he added. 

(NeuEasl l«Portl 
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Hadassah by Shirley Garber, Pres. 
and Selma Goldlsh, Program Chair 

The Duluth Olap1er of Hadassah 
has been hosting a four-pan Study Ses
sion on the topic "Jewish Ethics" 
which began Monday, Oct. 10. and 
oontinuing every Olher Monday. The 
class dates arc Oct. 24, Nov. 7 and 
Nov. 21. Class leaders arc James Glv
man, Dr. William Ponilla. Rabbi 
Anthony Holz and Eudice Gallop. The 
class meets in the Litman Room of the 
Jewish Community Cenitt from 10:00 
AM to 11:30AM. 

Hadassah will conduct its annual 
Bake Sale of Meat Knisches and other 
Jewish specialities a1 the Holiday Mall 
in downtown Duluth beginning Mon· 
day, Dec. 19, 1988. 

The November meeting will feature 
two of Duluth's and Superior's AFS 
high school students, who happen 10 be 
from Israel. The host families are Jane 

and John Fisher, and Melanie and 
Gary Keveles. 

Mickey (Mirna) Cohen lives with htt 
parcnts in Ashdod, lsrad's biggest pon 
city (about the size of Duluth). After 
spending 7 years in the youth move
ment, Mickey served for 2 years as 
group Icade,-. She will be entering the 
army Nachal program, which com
bines kibbutz and army experience. 

Shirley Olaimovsky lives with htt 
farnily in Even Yehuda, a moshav near 
Netanya. Shirley has two brothers, one 
of whom is in the army. In February, 
Shirley 100 will be joining the army. 

Both young ladies signed up for this 
American Field Service program in 
order to learn more about 1hc Uruted 
States and to cxpcrimcc another 
cuhure. At the Hadassah meeting they 
will describe their life as Israeli young 
adults. 

A Taste of Israel 

HAIFA, lsnel - Bronu 5Cll.lptures by Ursula Malbin grace this tranquU park 
o,~ertooking the Medite1T1111ean. 

TEL AVIV-YAFO, lsrad - The marina on Td Aviv's CK'ffD front is • new 11· 
lndion for vl5itors. Above lt Is the KIKAR AT ARIM tourist complex, "'"it.II 
ston:s, boutiques, restaunnts, cafes, bolds. Tri Aviv's ocean front is lined with 
toorist hotels of all catecoria. 

~ ' Professional Service W ithout A Fee' 

~ Air- Cruises-Tours-Hotels-Car Rentals 

~ 
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Travelogue Travel Service Inc. 
420 W. Super!°' SL Duluth, Minn. 55802 

(218) 722-0558 
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New Calarts President named 

Steven D. Lavi.ne 

Steven D. Lavine, presemly the 
Associate Director for Ans and 
Humanities with the Rockereller Foun
dation, has been named the founh 
President of California Institute of the 
Ans. 

Dr. Lavine received his doctorate in 

English and American Literature from 
Harvard University and his undtt· 
graduate degree with h.ighest hooors 
from Stanford University. Prior to the 
Rockefeller Foundation, Dr. Lavine 
was a member of the faculty a1 the 
Univttsi1y of Michigan where he 
founded an inter-disciplinary program 
in 18th-«ntury arts and leuers, and 
twice won awards for outstanding 
teaching, among them 1he prestigious 
Class of 1923 award. Hls publications 
include an anthology of American 
poetry, special editions of quanerlies, 
as well as a book-in-progress devoted 
10 the procecdingS of his in1erna1ional 
con f c,-ences on the ans. 

Steven David Lavine, son of Dr. I. 
H. Lavine, Superior. was installed as 
the president of the California Institute 
of Ans Oaober 23. His father auend
ed the ceremony as well as the celebra
tion of the installation on the previous 
day. 

Steven's wife, the formc,- Janet 
Stemburg, is a writer whose poct_ry and 
essays have been widely published. She 
has wri11en and produced films for 
public television and cable broadcast. 

Excerpts from an open letter to Pres. Reagan 
from George Belltsky of VIinius, 
a 52-year-old Doctor of Sciences: 

·• . . I decided 10 1ake this step because 
or my completely hopeless situation. 
°'--er seven years have already passed 
since I began applying to emigrate to 
Israel - without result. The si1ua1ion 
has gouen -.orsc, since now I reroain 
here completely alone. A year ago my 
family, finally, received permission 10 
enugra1e, but w11hou1 me. 

"All these years they have regularly 
refused my right to repatriate on the 
grounds of pr01ccting Staie security. I 
htteby declare with complete respon
sibility that I do not possess any state 
sec:retS. All my life I worked in non
leading engineering postS, and only in 
nonclassificd organizations, mainly in 
the system of higher education. I did 
not serve in the army. My works and 

publications are open and accessible 10 
everyone. My scientific work was done 
over ten years ago, the majority no less 
than fifteen years ago. They were never 
secret. 

"A )'tar ago they informed me I 
would hav 10 stay in the USSR until the 
year 2010. This notice ls strange, for I 
am no longer young. And I think 1ba1 
even younger and healthier persons 
would find i1 hard 10 bear such a 
nouce .. . 

" ... I am firmly convinved that in 
my file, wh.ich ls being held in some ar· 
chive inaccessible to me, there ls some 
mistake, produced by ncligence or 
malicious intent. But I cannot establish 
the truth or challenge the slander, since 
the case is examined by unknown per
sons, in secret, in 1hc absence of the 
person suffering, and without anyone 
10 speak in his defence ... " 
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CJF Director of Research 
Barry Kosm.in delivered the 
keynote address on "Research 
in the Real World of 
Nonprofits" at a recent 
workshop on "Planning and 
Managing Research in 
Nonprofit Organizations: 
Working with Consultants and 
Research Firms" sponsored by 
the New York chapter of the 
American Association for 
Public Opinion Research 
(AAPOR) ... Associate Executive 
Vice President Don Feldstein 
spoke at the annual meeting of 
the Rockland County 
Federation . . . Joe Cohen, 
Director of Community 
Services, wa.s in Greenwich to 
meet with Greenwich and 
Stamford leadership to explore 
the possible merger of the two 
communities ... 

Sue Stevens, Women's 
Division Director, met with the 
Executive Committee and 
Boa.rd of the Fort Lauderdale 
Federation and addressed the 
Boa.rd and Women's Division's 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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Several Federations Approach 
'Passage to Freedom' Goal 

Results from the Passage to Freedom campaign, whose projected 
goal is $75 million, continue to be gratifying. As of mid-June, the 
total number of dollars raised by Federations is $26,526,534. Many 
Federations have been successful in nearing or even reaching their 
community goal including: Atlanta, Baltimore, Columbus, Detroit, 
New Haven, Rhode Island and st. Louis. 

CJF is particularly pleased that most communities are 
conducting this special campaign in accordance with the national 
guidelines distributed by the CJF Monitoring and Accountability 
Committee chaired by Mandell L. Berman, President of CJF. Funds 
are beginning to accumulate in a national pool and an initial 
distribution of some of the domestic portion is expected to be made 
shortly. The division of proceeds from the UJA Special Campaign 
will be on a 50-50 basis, with half to be allocated for overseas 
services with a majority going to Israel, and the other half to be 
used for domestic resettlement. 

On the legislative front, Congress has passed and the President 
is expected to sign a supplemental funding measure, which among 
other things will provide reimbursement to JDC and BIAS for the 
extraordinary costs to these agencies due to refugee transit, 
maintenance a.nd resettlement for fiscal 1989. 

CJF's Washington Action Office is also optimistic about the 
prospects for receiving full or almost full funding for matching 
grant funds for domestic refugee resettlement in fiscal 1989, 
although it may be some time before this issue is finally resolved. 

CJF is beginning a consultation process with Federations to plan 
and a.nalyx.e long-term strategies on resettlement. If you require 
any assistance or would like further information on the 
resettlement process, contact Jerry Levinrad, CJF Director of 
Refugee Resettlement. 

Women's Division 
Outreach Program 

A manual, offering a step
by-step plan for implementing 
a on~year outreach program, 
will be presented as part of 
the CJF Women's Division 
program being planned for 
this year's GA in Cincinnati. 
It will include techniques for 
developing goals and 
objectives, target group 
selection, and samples of 
implementation and action 
plans from the pilot 

(Continued on Page 4) 

CJF Staff to Attend 
Sherman Seminar 

Ellen Deutsch Quint, 
Associate Director of 
Personnel Services, and Jan 
Rothschild Sachs, Community 
Consultant, have been selected 
to participate in the fifth 
annual Sherman Seminar for 
outstanding young profes
sionals at Brandeis University 
during July 1989. 

This seminar brings 
together 25 distinguished 
Jewish communal profes-

(ConUnued on Page 5) 



CJF Joins Forces with Education Commission 
Stepping up an all·eady 

significant commitment to 
placing Jewish education high 
on the agenda of communal 
organizations, CJF has joined 
forces with the Commission on 
Jewish Education in North 
America in exploring ways to 
enhance national and local 
efforts to strengthen the field 
of Jewish education in formal 
and informal settings. The 
Commission is supported by 
the Mandel Associated 
Foundations, in cooperation 
with JWB and the Jewish 
Education Service of North 
America (JESN A), and in 
collaboration with CJF. The 
47-member Commission i s 
chaired by former CJF 
President Morton L. Mandel. 

"Our goal is to produce 
systemic change - to cause 
something significant to 
happen," said Mandel. "The 
Commission has been convened 
to produce solid ideas for 
across-the-board improvement 
in Jewish education, and to see 
them through to 
implementation." 

One thrust of t h e 
Commission is creative Jewish 
continuity, an issue of primary 
importance to the Jewish 
community. With 11 
Federations engaged in local 
efforts to strengthen Jewish 
continuity through improved 

NEWSBRIEFS Page 2 

Jewish education (formal and 
informal) and with its 
Committee on Jewish Conti
nuity and Identity already in 
place. CJF has become an 
important partner to tlile 
Commission. Commissioners 
with strong ties to local 
Federations or CJF, including 
CJF President Mandell 
Berman, are working with 
other Commissioners i n 
foundations, JCC's, bureaus. 

~our goal is to 
produce systemic 

change - to cause 
something 

significant to 
happen.' 

seminaries and colleges as the 
Commission moves toward its 
goal of defining those areas 
where int ervention could 
significantly affect the impact 
of Jewish education/Jewish 
continuity in North America. 

Now reaching the mid-point 
in its p rojected two-year time 
frame, the Commission has 
identified a wide variety of 
program areas (e.g. early 
childhood, schools, informal 
ed\lcation, the media, Isr ael 
Experience programs, 

programs for college students) 
which offer significant 
opportunities for across-the
board improvement in Jewish 
education. Although any of 
these areas could have served 
as the basis for the 
Commission's agenda, two 
major areas have been 
identified where coordinated 
effort can create the climate 
that Jewish education needs to 
move forward. One is dealing 
with the shortage of qualified 
1>ersonnel; the other is dealing 
with community its 
structures, leadership and 
funding as major agents for 
change. 

"This joint emphasis on 
personnel and community 
really captures the natw·e of 
the challenge," Mandel noted. 
"Bringing about change in 
these areas through 
implementation is vast and 
complex. It will require the 
involvement of local 
community leadership, in 
concert with national 
organizations and training 
institutions. CJF and other 
organizations with strong 
community ties and 
continental perspectives can 
contribute to strategies that 
work at both levels." 

For further information on 
the Commission on Jewish 
Education in North America, 
contact Virginia Levi at (216) 
391-8300. 

Ferne Katleman to Leave CJF for New Post 

Ferne Katleman, Director of Continuing Professional Education, 
has announced her plans to leave CJF on or about Sept. 1 to assume 
the responsibilities of Director of Institutional Grants for the 
Wexner Foundation. 

Ferne joined CJF in 1976 as Director of Personnel Services. After 
three years. she assumed the role of Director of Continuing 
Professional Education. a position she has held for the past 10 
years. In this capacity, she has been responsible for developing, 
administering and directing a comprehensive program of 
continuing education for professionals at all levels in Federations 
throughout North America. 



Les Levin & Jan Rothschild Sachs 

When Les Levin "semi-retires" at the end of 
this month, he will have achieved his greatest 
personal record - this is the longest he has 
been in any one job in any one city in the 
history ot his Jewish oom.m:unal service career! 
That's a major accomplishment for someone like 
Les, who, over a 37 year span, has held 
executive positions in such cities a.s Columbus, 
OH, Louisville, KY, St. Louis, MO, Buffalo, NY 
and Arlington, VA. 

After re-opening the CJF Western Area Office 
in Denver (it had previously been in L.A.) where 
he served as a consulta.nt for three years, he 
joined the CJF staff in New York in 1980 as 
Director of the Community Planning 
Department. For the past nine years, Les has 
seen many changes take place in how 
Federations respond to the needs of their 
communities in terms of planning and services. 
In addition to seeing the number of full-time 
planning directors increase from 20 to 40, there 
also has been a significant transformation 
during the past decade in the planning process 
- from a "reactive" to a "proactive" response. 

Les' role as a vital leader in the community 
planning field is attested to by the multitude of 
programs, studies and surveys successfully 
developed, planned and organized during his 
tenure. Among the major accomplishments have 
been: 1) the first national conference on 
addiction in the Jewish community; 2) a set of 
guidelines on the Jewish community 's 
responsibility in dealing with AIDS, which led t.o 
a forum presented at last year's GA as well as a 
CJF Satellite Network broadcast on AIDS; 3) the 
first national survey of child care under Jewish 
auspices which resulted in the formation of a 
special subcommittee to assist communities in 
sta.rting and/or expanding programs; 4) a 
national survey on services and needs of low
income and unemployed Jews which resulted in 
the creation of a national inter-agency think 
tank and CJF subcommittee to deal with the 
survey's findings; ~) studies on Jewish 
Population Research with Norbert Fruehauf and 
Charles Zibbell, which resulted in the creation of 
the National Jewish Data. Bank. 

A native of Kansas City, MO, Les currently 
resides in Scarsdale, NY, with his wife of 28 
years, Dorothy. They have three children, two 
sons and a daughter. Les, who will be the first 
person to ta.ke "early" retirement under the 

recently revised CJF retirement program, has 
already set some post "semi-retirement" plans 
which include: community consultations to the 
New Jersey Federations (as part of CJF's 
Community Services Department), teaching at 
the college level, writing and volunteer work (he 
has recently been named Chairman of Scarsdale 
Citizens for Senior Citizens). 

There aren't many Jewish 17-year-olds today 
who would consider themselves active lay 
leaders in their Federations and/or communities. 
However, one ta.lented and committed individual 
did get involved in her hornet.own of Trumbull, 
CT, and became International President of B'nai 
B'rith Girls (BBG). That was Jan Rothschild 
Sachs' first taste of lay leadership - an 
unforgettable experience which ultimately led to 
her decision to pursue a Jewish communal 
service career. 

After receiving her M.A. in Jewish Studies 
from the Baltimore Hebrew University and an 
M.S.W. from the University of Maryland School 
of Social Work, Jan joined the staff of the Jewish 
Community Federation of Louisville. During her 
five-year association with the Federation, she 
steadily moved up the ladder, serving first as 
Planning Director, followed b y Assistant 
Director, Campaign Director, Community 
Relations Director and lastly. Associate 
Executive Director in 1982. 

Jan's association with CJF began in 1984 
when she assumed the position or Community 
Consultant for the Midwest Federations - the 
first full-time consulta.nt from New York for the 
Midwest. After three years, she took over as 
New England consultant, where she has 
facilitated, developed and directed numerous 
p1·ograms including a state association in 
Massachusetts, regional meetings on issues such 
as Soviet Jewish Resettlement and leadership 
development with professional s and lay 
leadership, community executive personnel 
searches and leadership development programs. 
Additionally, Jan staffs CJF's Intermediate Cities 
Committee, the annual Intermediate Cities 
Executives Institute and develops year-round 
programming for Intermediate City Federation 
Presidents and Executives at General Assemblies 
and Quarterlies. 
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Jewish Day Schools Cope With Teacher Shortage 
By JOSEPH BERGER 

Jewosh day schools are facing an 
acute shortage of teachers of Jewish 
studies at a Ume when the number of 
students actending the schools Is 
soanng. 

Jewish educalioa officials say lhat 
In the last two decades more parents 
have decided lhac they want to im· 
pan a stl"Ollg rellglous and cultural 
heritage to lhelr children but Iha! it is 
Increasingly datricult to find quaJi fled 
teachers to teach these children. To 
staff !heir schools, many day scllool 
principals v1Slt Israel ~ch year to re
crult graduates of lsraell teacher
trammg 'IJIStitutions or Amer1can 
teachers ltvmg in Israel 

Rabbi Yluchak Handel, director of 
Yeshiva University's DaVld J. Azrieli 
Graduace Institute or Jewish Educa
tion and AdmlnlstratJon, said low sal
aries and meager benefits disoour
aged many talented college students 
from teaching. 

"We must not allow our most lal· 
ented young men and women, who 
would prefer co dedicate their profes
sional Uve5 to the educatJon of our 
children, to run or limp to other fields 
because of low salaries, .. he said. 

Problem Is Wldespn!ad 

n.,-..Yortl\mn.'Jlld.._ Rabbi Daniel Syme, vice president 
of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations, the principal associa
tion of Rerorm synagogues. also cited 
Che role or low salaries and said the 
shortage extended 10 teachers of 
secular subjects as well. 

Rabbi Yitzchak Handel. c:enter, director of the David J. Azrieli Graduate lnatitute of Jewish Education and · 
Administration, with smdenta. H e Aid low aaJariea dilcouraged students from die teaching pn,feaion. 

"Wherever I go, people tell me we 
can'c find quallfled teachers," Rabbi 
Symesakl. 

There are 3,700 teachers at JewW, 
day scboo1s nationwide. The 8MUBI 
salaries of Jewish day school teach
ers who work more than 30 hours a 
week average $19,800 as aga.lDst 
$25.300 for public school teachers. 

To raise salaries, many schools 
have beell forced to ralSe tuition 
sharply. Rabbi Baruch HJlsenrath, 
principal of the Bess and Paul Sigel 
Hebrew Academy m Wes« Hanford, 
said hlS sdlool had Increased tultlon 
by 16 to 17 percent a year for the last 
five years.. The starting salary at hiS 
school for a JudaiC studies teacher, 
he said, ls $28.SOO, a comparatively 
high figure but one needed to attract 
teachers to West Hartford from cities 
with larger Jewish populations. 

AUfflllon to Detail 

Many Jewish studies teachers are 
graduates of rabbinical seminaries 
who have had little formal training In 
educauon, a s1tuauon lhat is a legacy 
or the tradihonal forms of Jewish 
education. In the lost Jewish sclioois 
of Europe, pedagogy sometimes 
meant a bearded teacher sitting with 
his earlocked charges translating the 
Talmud tn a singsong manner with 
perhaps an occasional upward thrust 
or his thumb to emphasize a subtle 
point. The cohesiveness or the Jewish 
communities was suCII lhat even if 
the teacher lacked magnetism or fi
nesse, the lesson would eventually 
sink in. 

Rabbi Handel poinlS ow lhal lhe 

Talmud. Ille collectlon of rabbinic 
commentaries that constlblteS much 
of Jewish law, had many lhotJCbb on 
what constituted good teaching. down 
to details like the maximum class 
siz.e appropriate for a single leacher 
- 25 students. Nevertbelea, teacher 
training was highly Informal 

But in today's more divene and 
fragmented Ameriean Jewish com
mwtilies, Rabbi Handel said, an ex
perti$e In teaching methods, curricu
lum developmenc and educatloQI 
psychology is a pref erred asset. 

•• II is not enough to know subject 
matter," Rabbi Rllsenralh said. "One 
needs to know how to teach IL" 

He said Jewish day scbools had 
made "a major stride in introduclng 
teac:ber traJnlng programs," partly to 
mcrease respect for the profession so 
as to attract more teachers. 

The sho~ Is particularly aane 
tn cilleS with smaUer Jewish popula- • 
lions, said Rabbi Joshua Fishman, 
executive vice president ol Torah 
Umc,orah, a national IIIClely that 
promoces the bulldlllg or Jewish day 
schools and places about 88 readlerJ 
a year. When schools in dleR dtlel 
cannot flnd professional teacbera, he 
said, they may hire the wife ot an ls
raelJ doctor or a rabbi's wlf, the reb
btlSln or "whoever Is around." 

Deeply Held Feelap 

Jewish day 5Cbools typically spilt 
lhe day In lWO. In the morning. there 
are Classes In Torah, Talmud, He
brew language and Jewllll blslory. In 
the afternoon, lbere are leCUlar a& 

lects that are often taught by -. 
lghung public school teachera. At 

Enrollments soar 
as the ranks of the 
faculty are 
dwindling. 

many schools, Jewish children do not 
go home cmw 6 P.M. 

A record number of children are 
being enrolled In Jewisl! day schools, 
known as yestuvas tn the Orthodolt 
movemenL There were IOS,000 stu, 
clenlS auendlng 600 Jewish day 
schools In 1988, according to Leora 
Isaacs, research direct0r of the Jew. 
Ith Education Service of North Amer
ica, wllieh Is based in New York. In 
1980, there were 500 schools with 
80,800 sllldents, she sa1d. and In the 
mld-llMO's there were only 95 schools 
with 18,654 students. 

Almost half the 600 Jewish day 
sdM»ls are In New York City and its 
IUburlJs. 

Dr. llaodel, who ls Ortbodox. said 
more Jewish parents are sending 
their cblldren to Jewish schools be
C&UR "there's a recopttlon of the 
meanln&fulness 1111( only of the cul· 
tural but also of the religjous growth 
of lbelr cldldrea. .. 

''There ls aome positive spark that 
ulMa wltbln all Jews that recapms 
that there Is a very apeciflc need to 
baae lbelr families and the upbring
Ing of their c:hUdren on a posltiva 
relationship with Torah, with Jewish 

School as a Model for Race Relations 
PITTSBURGH, july II (AP) - A middle school 

wUJ open here this fall lhal educators hope WOI be a 
model for race relations and Improved academics. 

The school, to be called the Prospect Middle 
School Center for Muturaelal, Multicultural and 
Multiethnlc Education, will offer programs to encour
age students to respect other races and will teach 
staff members how to Instruct $!\ldents of other races, 
off1cials said. 

"~rhaps ii will improve race relations through· 
out the entire city, .. said Rohen Pipkin, the principal 

"IL wUI be the model where we develop programs. 
policies and practlees for dlstriel-wkle use," said Pat 
Crawford, a spokeswoman for the Plttsburall School 
District. 

The school will be 81 the present Prospect Middle 

School In the city's Mount Wuhlngton neighborhood, 
but Ms. Crawford said no new IIWdents or staff mem
bers ~ be added. 

Richard C. WaDace, the School Superintendent, 
181d the Idea came from pnnc:lpals and CClllSultants 
who ltlldled d1y scbaols last fall 

He said cancenu about racism arme from occa
lDI&) figbls In 9Choob and the cliJproportloaate num
ber of black IIUdfflts wbo were suspended or referred 
to special education clasaes. 

" I wouldn't say It's at this point a serious prob
lem, a crisis lituadlla, but we don't want It to get to 
that level," Mr. WaDace said. 

Of about 39,IOO public school students in Ptus
burah. 52 percent are black and 48 percent are white, 
offlclals said. 

values, with Jewish learning." he 
said. 

Another factor contributing to the 
surge m day schools is a change In 
policy by the Reform branch, which 
once suessed public~ education 
but turned in 1985 to pNlfflOClng the 
bulldlna of more of Its own day 
schools. The number bas spurted 
rrom five to 12, with four more In the 
works. Reform officlals said the 
policy change came because they 
wanted to strengthen the adherence 
of tbel r young to Jewish tradiUon, and 
they were worried about decllnlng 
educallonal quality of IOIDC publfe 
schools. Rabbi Syme said the Reform 
school$ had a handful of non-Jewish · 
students In the lower grades becaUR • 
their parents were auncted by the 
schools' emphasis on values. 

Ahndsm Not E-cb 
In 1962, there -re 17 day sdlools 

affiliated with the Conservative · 
movement. Today there are 71, said 
Sylvia. Ettenbera, dean of educauanat 
development at the Jewish ~ 
cal Seminary In New York. ' 

In addlUOn to day scbool enroll
ment, there are more than 2l!O,OOO 
students In afternoon cl.uses that , 
may meet one to five limes a weelL 

Rabbi Handel suggested that for• 
too long the Jewish community had 
relied on the altntlsm of young people 
who wanted to teadl ·rat11er than on 
reallstle salaries to attract tNchers. ' 
And he sald schools ignored the need 
to provide formal training in teach
ing. 

The Azrlell Graduate Institute,· 
with 8G students, otters master's de
grees in Jewish educatlon and a doc
torate In admlnlstnllon. In addition 
to the typk:al fare of graduate educa
tion schools, It offers courses with 
dtles like "Social and Psychologlcal 
Perspectives of Jewish Youth" and 
"Methodology of Blbllcal Exegesis." 
II was started In 1989. 

"Do you simply translate the text, 
or do you Rive the person the sltllls so 
they can cleaJ with the texts on their 
own?" Rabbi Handel asked rbetori
cally, uylng to explain wby teachers 
olten go awry. "Or Ibey may end up 
saying sotneU!lng a child doeal't un
demand because Ibey are talking oa 
too abstract a level" 

In Europe, Dr. Handel saH1, such 
med!odo'°IY may not have been nec
essary because "claues -re 
smaller and you could relate 10 stv-
deats In an lndlVidual way." With 
many fields ot employment cloled to 
Jews by anti-Semitic policies, lhet"e 
was also no shortage of teachers. 
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William S. Maxwel~ 89, I, Dead; 
Ex-Admiral and Pollution Ollicial 

JONp/a Kenhaw, 16; J. Bruno Benziger, 64, 
Economut Taught Vintner in California 

At William, College J. Bruno Benzl&er, co-founder ot Ille 
Glen Ellen WIDN'y la <:atifornla, died ol 
bean failure oa Moaday at bis farm-

.,.... A. ICenllaw, .. -- baule In Glen Ellea. die Solana 
wbo - Ille flrM ~ ol Wdlla- CGunty 10W11 f« whidl Ille W1MfY II 
Colllle, died ol -=-r Sunday at 1111 named He was 64 years old. 
'- 1111 Wlllla-, Maa. lie WU ' 
71,-nald.. Ulllil right years ago Mr. Benziger.a 

D11rma World War 11 .,.,._. Ker- native al Ille Bronx. was a pnndpal ID 
-.. - heed ol rallon baakln& r« 1111 lanuly'1 1mpon~ busiDeu. 
Ille Offlce ol Price~ ud Park, llenzlpT • Compuy, based In 

=IO~ die llltillllal rallaillaC ~:a~.~- years 11f1a a -. lb· 
He became a lll'Ofellor at Wllllaml ct.el. hllcl FM to California 10 leara 

In llaadbelll die Hertlert H. Lelunu wlllemalung, Mr. BemlQger IOld bis la
cbalr fllem~IICS. lle-maed pr-. lefal In Park, Beulger and moved to 
W1J 111 1-. After nc1r11W la lffl be n- Glen Ellen ~ join Mlchael III bu1ldinl ti::~--= ~:r" U IIII act• die ~~kb produces varietal 

111 ~ p._ .,.,._. wtiws bite chardonnay and cabemec to 
Kenllaw &radtaled r,- Prtllc:elm .a at ~ prtca. was an -
Ulllllvw*y He eanied a _.. de- IUCCe$S. By 1183 Glffl Ellell was stnp. 
.,.. fnmi ·....., Y11111 UIIIVenily and • ping at a rate of 50.•. cases anmaDy; 
doclonle f,- Calumblll Ualftntly 1111a year Ille winery wiD sell 3 2 mili
F- 1M ID 1112, be l!Nded die_: cases f« gross rrvenue ot • millian. 
11118CS~ oldle Rad~ AD sewn o1 Mr. Bem,gtt's dlildren, 
radla Be l8rwd ID die Office ol Eco- five aona and '- ciauplen, •~ active --ODPol=• ... In manaain&dlewtnery • .u...ii" P""-Kenllaw Mr . ....... . llarllleCorps•-
._._.,_oldleStacec-m.- enaotWriWarll, rKfflledabadle,, 
llllmoa Ille "-eol Hllber EducaUOII lor' lcletrftat Fordham Uaiftnity. 
Ill \taw Yon. to audy die,___ ol He III w vMd by lila wife. Helm· 
c:elllllalllllwl,alldw. dlelr-. llldulel llGllen, .,_..: 

Aatve In d¥tc -,I I Mlcw, 'W WU Genni 11111 CllrillGdler; dletr daotab== caaualler ol Ille Clar1t Ari ters, H. Patl1cla Wallace and Ka-._ .:..t..ima.:::--....:. :;-...: lllriDe; a ....... Paul, 11111 a ..... 
........ C..,ClaaplerotlbeAmer Nalley C-0.. ... ol ---. 

lean Red C-11111 Ille Vllldaa N~ •N=Y=~=ud==·=·_.,.•:_• __ .,•_l•-Ddna::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::;""'1 A-=tatton lle-ai..-cilSoudt- r 
enV-Ccllllae-

Srmtnauellll wife. Mary 4-; a 
... Slepbm.ol llellflDwer, Clllf.; ... 
ter,"llarpnt Maore of CIDclllnall, 1111d 
lWGIINl1$ at L 

Marie M. Seedor, 11, 
Polytechnic's 

=.:::: M.S. in Information Systems r=: ol :-:&.:''kw! • u . • • *Y,dlad;;:.:: __ ~ ~nmneenng 
ller .... la ......... FILS11awu71 e,-
,-.eld. 

Dr. SeedDr' _Ille ...... °'__ M S. . ~ -I . . =~== . m 1.c ecommumcations -.... Slla ,..._ ,_ Teachen 
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NEW ERA FOR COMMUNAL INVOLVEMENT IN JEWISH EDUCATION 

The Place of Jewllh Educllllon on the 
Communal Agenda 

. 'We have entered a new era with 
respect to Jewish communal Involve
ment with Jewish education," according 
to JESNA Executive Vice President Jon 
Woocher. Whereas In the past Jewish 
education tended to be viewed as a 
"private enterprise" (of concern only to 
parents, chlldren and Jewish educators) 
and as an Ideological or school-based 
responsibility, it has In recent years 
become a communal focal point. As the 
organized Jewish community (through 
local federations) has become 
"energized by a powerful commitment to 
strengthen Jewish security, continuity, 
and the quality of Jewish life," Jewish 
education has come to be seen in a new 
light - as the key to this collective 
survival. Consequently, providing 
effective Jewish education for al 
segments of the population has attained 
a high priority on most communal 
agendas. 

Whether provoked by specific 
challenges (such as the critical shortage 
of qualified teachers, dissatisfaction with 
or uncertalnty about the effectiveness of 
existing programs, demands for new 
types of programming to respond to 
unmet needs, requests for Increased 
allocations to Jewish educational 
programs), or Inspired by the more 
general pursuit of excellence In Jewish 
education, leaders In more and more 
communities are seeking ways to 
translate the rhetoric of support for 
Jewish education Into concrete Initiatives 
that may prove effective. 

Fect.atlon Rolea In Jewish Education 

While the asoendance of Jewish 
education to the top of the Jewish 
communal agenda has been universally 
welcomed, full agreement about what It 
is exactly that the organized Jewish 
community (particularly federations) 
should be doing about it has not been 
reached. What should be the primary 
federation functlon(s)?: funding? plan
ning? advocacy? direct services? coor
dinating/upgrading existing services? 
What are appropriate communal/federa
tion responsibllltles, and 

which roles fall within the domain of 
central agencies for Jewish education or 
the lndMdual Institutions? 

Raising Jewish education to the highest 
levels of excellence Is not for federations 
alone to do - nor can it be Imposed by 
them on the education system. In order 
to succeed, federations must work 
through their local agencies (community 
schools, JCC's, community-sponsored 
camps, and social service agencies), 
and especially central agencies for 
Jewish education, and with Institutions 
not part of their agency system 
(synagogues, schools, youth groups, 
colleges) in ctose and mutually suppor
tive ways. 

There is a growing role for federation as 
a catalyst. resource and choreographer 
of systematic and programmatic change. 
While the federation's "power of the 
purse" can serve as en Important 
incentive (and occasionally a goad) In 
mobilizing for and bringing about 
change, funding and allocations are 
seen as only part of the story. 

Community-Wide Plannlr1,1 and Coor
dination: Keys to Effectfvenea 

As is the case with any high priority Item 
on the communal agenda. the quality of 
Jewish education can be enhanced and 
intensified only by broad systematic 
planning on an ongoing basis. However, 
unlike other areas of federation concern 
in which there are only one or two major 
Institutional actors {e.g., JCC, JFCS), 
Jewish education Involves a multiplicity 
of institutions In a dynamic complex of 
inter-relationships. Without systematic, 
community wide planning the enterprise 
of Jewish education Is threatened by 
waste due to duplication of efforts, 
unmet needs due to gaps In service, and 
little assurance of effective linkage 
between funding and program quality. 
One may therefore argue that It Is 
through Initiating and supporting 
community-wide planning processes that 
federations may make their greatest 
contributions In the area of Jewish 
education. 

Report on Developments In 
Jewish Education for Com
munity Leedenhlp 

No. 15 Fal 1989 

In,,.,__ 
Our last issi/9 of TRENDS dean with planning 
for Jewish education at the school level. With 
this Issue, - wm our attention to planning 
for Jewish educalion on the communal level. 

Communify-wfda planning for Jevmh educa
tion Is as vftsl to educstJonal exceJ/encs as Is 
planning for Institutional Improvement. 
Although it cannot be disputed that the 
substance of Jewish education takes p/aa, In 
situ (in the cla;ssroom, the camp, the youth 
group, the Jewish family education program 
site, or on thfJ Israel trip, as well as in the 
home), it is equa/fy cleer that communal 
resources are being requested and used 
more and more often to p/811, support and 
coordinate such programs tor greeter 
effectiveness and efficiency. 

JU$t as In the broader society, where there Is 
growing awareness that the educational 
system has not adapted quickly enough to 
the needs of a rapidly changing world and 
where increased resourc«J are being 
provided for educational Improvement, 
leaders In mMy Jewtah communities haw, 
begun to ask questions about how schOOls 
and other educational institutions can be 
modified to meet the larger societal needa of 
the present and future. 

ThiS Issue of TRENDS explores some of the 
issues and challenges Inherent In community
wide pl811ning for Jewish education. and 
presents some approaches developed by 
communities In North Americs, In consultation 
with JESNA.. owr the past few )'88fS. Items 
Include: 

• Planning Principles for Jewfah Education 
(p. 2) 

• A Delicate Balance: Locus of Planning 
Responsibility (p. 3) 

• Strategic Planning: A Transformational 
PrOCBSS (p. 4) 

• Hot Topics: Emerging Challenges for 
Jewish Educational Planners (p. 5, col. 3) 

• Prototypes ot Planning Strategies (p. 6) 

• Major /s$ues In Jewfah Educ.tion (p. 7, 
col. 2) 

• SelBCted Souroas on Educational Planning 
(p. 7, col. 2) 

• Jewish Educational Planning Takes on a 
Continental Scope (p. BJ 
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PLANNING PRINCIPLES FOR JEWISH EDUCATION 

Based on extensive experience in conducting and facilitating community studies, and a review of current literature on educational 
planning, JESNA in collaboration with CJF staff ha.s developed the following principles to guide community-wide planning efforts for 
Jewish education. (Jonathan Woocher, David Shluker, Charles Zibbe/1, 1989.) 

1. Plannlng for Jewish education m1.mt 
be pro-active and comprehensive. 
Planning should not be confined to 
issues of flnanclal support, but 
rather should focus on the question: 
How do we provide the highest 
quality Jewish education for the 
greatest number of lndlvlduals? Like 
all social planning, planning for 
Jewish education should Incor
porate assessment of needs, for
mulation of goals and objectives, 
design of strategies for teaching 
these objectives, assembling Of the 
necessary resources (financial, 
human, and Institutional) to Imple
ment these strategies, and evalua
tion of results. 

2. Planning must deal with long-range 
Issues (e.g., looking 3-5 years 
ahead). Planning, as distinct from 
annual allocations, must focus on 
long-term needs. It should encom
pass a multi-year perspective, and 
envision and design programs for 
addressing needs which may not 
yet, but will be, acute. It should be 
grounded in demographic and other 
data which allows for anticipation of 
trends. Strategic planning may 
require transformation of mission 
and function. 

3. Plannlng must be llnked to funding 
(whether through regular or speclal 
sources). For planning to be 
effective, there must be a realistic 
linkage between what is planned 
and what can and wlll be funded. 
This Involves, on the one hand, a 
commitment to find, or redirect, the 
financial resources necessary to 
Implement what has been planned. 
On the other hand, planning must 
not be allowed to become an 
abstract process of "wishing," un
related to flnanclal realities. 
Although present flnanclal resour
ces and their limits must not be 
permitted to define the horizons of 
planning, neither should plans be 
developed without regard to where 
the funds needed to Implement 
them will come from. When 
properly done, sound, creative 
educational planning can stimulate 

the development of new resources. 
Moreover, close coordination bet
ween planning and allocations Is 
necessary In order to maintain an 
overview of all educational activities, 
existing and proposed, so that 
priorities In the allocation of 
resources among these can be 
made with maximum awareness of 
the "full picture." This can take 
place best when those who are 
Involved in allocations decisions 
are knowledgeable concerning the 
communlty-wlde planning process. 
In sum, the planning process should 
inform and be Informed by the 
process of funds distribution. Hav
ing planning and funding closely 
linked makes It more likely that 
planful change wlll In fact take place 
and enable Jewish education to 
compete effectively with other areas 
of service for resources within the 
federation. Having at least some of 
those Involved with planning also 
Involved In the allocations process 
will likely result In stronger and 
better Informed advocacy on behalf 
of Jewish education within the 
overall priority-setting process In 
federations. 

4. Planning must Include both formal 
and Informal education. Today, 
Jewish education Is understood to 
be a holistic enterprise, embracing 
a range of contents, methods and 
settings. Planning must address and 
incorporate all of these including 
both "formal" (i.e., classroom, 
academic) and "Informal" (i.e., non
classroom, experiential) compo
nents. Indeed, one of the primary 
aims of community-wide 
educational planning should be the 
closer integration and synergistic 
Interaction of formal and Informal 
education across the full spectrum 
of age groups. 

5. The planning process must engage 
all lnatltullo,. In the community 
Involved In Jewish education and 
Jewish continuity. This should 
Include: synagogue and community 
supplementary schools, day 
schools, Jewish community center, 
Jewish youth organizations, Jewish 
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campus resources, functional agen
cies (e.g., Jewish Famlly Service, 
Jewish Vocational Service). 

Jewish education represents perhaps 
our most complex service delivery 
system. A myriad of organizations and 
agencies, some within and some outside 
the immediate federation "family" are, or 
should be, Involved In educational 
programming. All of these - plus the 
consumers and clients are 
stakeholders In Jewish education. For 
planning to be maximally effective, these 
stakeholders must all be within the 
frame of vision of those doing 
educational planning. Even more, as 
many of the stakeholders as feasible 
should be Involved In the planning 
process Itself, both to enhance the 
quality of the results and to maximize 
the likelihood of successful Implementa
tion. The effectiveness of educational 
planning depends on maintaining a spirit 
of collaboration and mutual respect 
among the many groups involved In and 
concerned with Jewish education. 

&. Top lay leaderthlp of the Jewish 
community m1.mt participate In the 
planning process. Planning for 
Jewish education must be conduc-

. ted and perceived as a priority 
activity, which engages and Involves 
the community's top leadership. It 
cannot be relegated to a second tier 
of leaders and expect to enjoy the 
prestige and support necessary for 
successful Implementation of plan
ning Initiatives. The commitment to 
involve top leadership may 
necessitate a process of educating 
that leadership, both about the 
importance of their involvement and 
the substantive Issues to be 
addressed. 

"Planning should not 
be confined to issues 
of financial support, 

but rather should focus 
on the question: How 

do we provide the 
highest qua/lty Jewish 

education for the 
greatest number of 

Individuals?" 



SECONDARY ANALYSIS OF A 
DEMOGRAPHIC STUDY 

A somewhat different prototype Involves 
reviewing demographic studies to Iden
tify data relevant for Jewish educational 
planning. Demographic studies often 
deal with topics related to Jewish 
education, and are helpful ln•ldentlfylng 
areas of potential Importance and those 
worthy of further study. Even though the 
nature of the data from such studies Is 
usually too lhmlted for comprehensive 
Jewish educa1Ional planning, they do 
provide a "scaffolding" to f$Cllltate the 
,planning process. 

In particular, such studies are helpful In 
providing data on population trends for 
age and family size (In general, as well 
as for specific neighborhoods and/or 
Ideological groups), geographic trends 
(areas of densest settlement es well as 
mobility), Intermarriage rates, current 
enrollment patterns on a community
wide basis, as well as Information on 
prior Jewish education of the adult 
population, preferences and stated 
needs for Jewish educational services 
and general attitudes about the quality of 
Jewish education provided. This Infor
mation Is necessary (although not 
sufficient) for Informed decision-making 
about the types of services needed, 
targeting where they should be located, 
and Identifying potential users. 

Such demographic "scans" of the 
community help place data from a 
comprehensive study of Jewish educa
tion (Incorporating research on 
educational Institutions and programs, 
personnel, funding, quality, modes, 
outreach, governance and leadership, 
and community dynamics) In context. 

There is no single correct way 
to plan for Jewish education ... 

JESNA PRESENTS: MAJOR ISSUES IN JEWISH EDUCATION 
Training Lear/ers for Jewish Educational Planning 

Support and planning for Jewish 
education on a community-wide basis 
requires, first and foremost, a cadre of 
committed and knowledgeable lay 
leaders who understand current 
challenges facing Jewish education and 
can bring to bear skills In community 
organization and strategic planning. One 
significant program designed to address 
this need Is the Leadership Development 
Training Program known as MaJor 
lssu• In Jewish Education, developed 
jolntly by JESNA and CJF. 

The overall goals of the multi-session 
seminar are ,o expand th& v..nowledge 
and deepen the understanding of lay 
leaders Interested In Jewish education 
and to provide a forum for communica
tion and planning. Designed to enable 
participants to develop procedures and 
strategies for addressing local Jewish 
educational Issues In a constructive way 
based on Integration of Information 
about local and national trends, 
statistical date and Interpretive material, 
the seminars address such topics as: 

Selected Sources on Educational 
Planning 

The following are a few worthwhile 

• clarifying Jewish educational goals 

• family and community Involvement 

• trends and developments In Jewish 
education 

• community dynamics 

• factors Influencing change 

Each In-depth session Is developed 
around a core of readings from current 
literature In the field, and Includes 
structured presentations and discus
sions, as well as tasks which challenge 
participants to utilize their knowledge 
and become actively Involved In seeking 
solutions. 

To make arrangements for a "Major 
Issues" seminar In your community, 
contact Paul Flexner, JESNA Director of 
Human Resources Development. 

resources that may prove heptul to :.,.. ____________ _ 

those Initiating educational planning 
processes. 

Cook, B. (1988), Strat8f}IC Planning /or 
America's Schools. Arlington, VA: 
National Academy for School 
Executives, American Association 
of School Administrators. 

Gilbert, S.P. (1986). Planning for the 
Future: Long-Range Planning for 
Associations. Washington, D.C.: 
Foundation of the American Socl• 
ty of Association ExecutlVea, Inc. 

McCune, S.D. (1986). Gulde to Strategic 
Pla11nlng for Educators. Alexan
dr/a, VA: Association for Supervi
sion and Curriculum Development. 

Planning In Nonprofft Organization, 
Reprint Serles. ( 1988). 

I 
Washington, D.C.: The Support 
Centers of America. 

7 

JEWISH EDUCATION 
SERVICE.Of "1li1":'1 ,u,nn t»o', n,:mn 

NORTH AMERICA, INC np•iax pDr> 

ft • 

Btnnet/ Yanow/11 ............................................. Presldtnt 
Jonatltan Wooclttr .......................................... Extcutlw: 

Viet Prtsldtnt 
David Sh/ulcer ............................... Dfrtctor, Community 

Consul/al Ion and Pldlllill 
uora Isaacs .. ................................... Director. Rtstarc 

TRENDS, a J'tmf-annual ntwslelltrJ,ubl/sJrtd by rltt 
Jewfslt Education Strvice of North mtrica. Inc. 
(JESNA }, reports on dtw:lopmtnts In Jewislt tdu~atfon 
for community leadtrsltfp and tducarlon proftmonals. 
Comments and inquirfts should be dfrecttd to: Dr. 
Ltora Isaacs. Direc1ar of Rtstarch, (212) $29-2()()1). 



JEWISH EDUCATIONAL PLANNING TAKES ON A CONTINENTAL SCOPE: 
THE COMMISSION ON JEWISH EDUCATION IN NORTH AMERICA 

At a time when professional and lay 
leaders are asking what can be done lo 
strengthen Je'lrlsh education, JESNA 
has Joined with two other national 
organizations to co-sponsor a major new 
Initiative aimed at p,ov;ding answers to 
that question: the Commission on 
Je'lrlsh Education in North America. The 
Commission was convened by the 
Mandel Associated Foundations of 
Cleveland, in cooperation with JWB and 
JESNA, and in collaboration with CJF. 

The Commission was established to dee/ 
with the problem of ensuring meaningful 
Jewish continuity through Jewish educa
tion for the Jews of North America. 
Specifically, Its charge is: 

• to review the field of Jewish education 
in the context of contemporary Jewish 
life; 

• to recommend practical policies that 
will set clear directions for Jewish 
education; 

• to develop plans and programs for the 
Implementation of these policies; 

• to stimulate significant financial com
mitments and engage committed 
individuals and institutions In 
collaborative, communal action. 

Headed by Morton L Mandel, Chairman 
of the Mandel Associated Foundations 
and a past-president of both CJF and 
JWB, the 47 member comm/S!Slon Is 
exploring ways to enhance national and 
local efforts to build the field of Jewish 
education In all settings In which 
/e,arn/ng takes place - within the family 
circle, in the clasaroom, at camps and 
community centers, through print and 
electron,c media, and through experien
ces In Israel. "Our hope Is to produce 
systemic change - to cause something 
significant to happen," said Mort 
Mandel. "The Comm/S!Slon has been 

convened to produce solid Idea for 
acroa-th•board Improvement In Jewish 
education, and to see them through lo 
Implementation." 

The formation of the Commission Is 
additional evidence of the growing 
concern for Jewish continuity among a 
broad range of community leadership. 
Commissioners directly Involved as lay 
and professional /e,aders In Jewish 
education, Including JESNA President 
Bennett Yanowftz and Vice Pr88ident 
Mark Lalner, are working with other 
Commissioners who play l88dershlp 
roles In religious Institutions, Federa
tions, and private foundations, to define 
those arees where Intervention could 
significantly enhance the effectiveness of 
Jewish education in promoting Jewish 
continuity In North America 

Now reeching the mid-point of Its 
projected two-year time frame, the 
Commission has identified a wide variety 
of program areas (e.g., early chldhood, 
schools, informal education, the media, 
Israel Experience programs, ptograms 
for college students) offering significant 
opportunities for across-the-board im
provement in Jewish education. While 
any of these areas could have served as 
the basis for Its agenda, the Corrmlsslon 
has focused on two major areas where It 
felt that coordinated effort ls iikely to 
create the climate Jewish education 
needs in order to succeed In any of Its 
many modes and settings: 

• dealing with the shortage of qualified 
personnel; and 

• dee/Ing with the community - Its 
structures, leadership and funding as 
major agents for change. 

The CommlS!Slon has found that issues 
of personnel and community are inter
related, and that any strategy for 
significant change must Involve address-

Ing both. Further, the approaches in 
each area must be comprehensive. '7o 
dee/ elfectJvely with the personnel option 
requires that recruitment, training, 
prof8SS/on-bulldlng and retention be 
addressed simuftsneous/y, • said Mr. 
Mandel. "ff we hope to recruit out
standing people, they will have to believe 
that the community Is emberlcing on a 
new era for Jewish education. Our 
challenge is to produce ldees that 
change the way communities address 
Jewish education - through Involving 
outstanding leadership, generating 
significant additional funding, bulfdlng 
the appropriate structure, changing the 
climate." A major direct/on for the 
coming months is identifying ways to 
encourage leaders in federations, 
buresus, foundations, synagogues, and 
JCC's to place Jewish education higher 
on their list of priorities. 

'7his joint emphasis on personnel and 
community really captures the nature of 
the challenge," said Mr. Mandel. 
"Bringing about change in these areas is 
vast and complex. It will require the 
Involvement of local community 
leadership, in concert with national 
organizations and training Institutions. 
JESNA and other organizations with 
strong community ties and continental 
perspectives can contribute to strategies 
that work at both levels.~ 

For JESNA, co-sponsorship of the 
Commission is an important element In 
its overall mission to encourage com
munity planning and Initiatives to 
strengthen Jewish education. Together 
with JESNA's Leadership Conferences 
on Jewish Education, the Commission 
heralds an Infusion of new energy, Ideas, 
and leadership commitment Into the task 
of improving our educational enterpnse 
at all levels. 

.. · - --'->rmstion contact: Mark Gurvls, 
(216) 391-8300 
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DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION'S REPORT 

startling statistics from a Conference on Intermarriage 

Fully half of all Jewish men under 40, and 38 per cent of Jewish 
women under 40, are currently intermarried, divorced or both in 
the United States . This startling statistics was presented by Barry 
Kosman, Director of the North American Jewish Data Bank, to the 
participants of the conference on Intermarriage, Conversion and 
Outreach held recently in New York at the City University of New 
York Graduate Centre in Manhattan. 

Egon Mayer, a sociology professor at Brooklyn College, Barry Kosmin 
and Nava Lerer are the authors of a study on "Intermarriage, 
Divorce and Remarriage Among American Jews, 1982- 1987" is the first 
study of its kind in examining nearly 6500 people in nine cities 
in the United States. 

David Belin, of Iowa City, President of the Centre for Jewish 
Outreach to the Intermarried and one of the organizers of the 
conference, spoke of a "demographic revolution" the Jewish 
communities in North America are faced with. "Today we talk of 50% 
intermarriage and in a few years this will climb to 60% and the 
Jewish community leadership will have to reexamine its priorities 
and find ways of how to handle this revolution." 

"We study intermarriage because we think it's important to the 
Jewish community. Jewish children are our future. A lot 0£ people 
study Jewish history . Few study the Jewish present . Very few study 
the future" said Kosman. 

"Intermarriage has been a part of Jewish experience- and a source 
of Jewish concern-for several millennia. Vastly outnumbered 
throughout most of their history by the dominant political and 
religious majorities among whom they lived, Jews have never been 
entirely free of the fear that their sons and daughters would, 
either through coercion or attraction, be swallowed up by the 
larger community . Intermarriage, an obvious route to such 
assimilation, has therefore been viewed as a perennial danger to 
Jewish viability and continuity" said Egon Mayer in a National 
Study on Intermarriage and the Future published in 1979 by The 
American Jewish Committee . Mayer now questions the Jewish 
communities willingness to "put its money where its mouth is on 
the intermarriage issue" . 

"The numbers show that intermarriage is going to affecting more 
and more people ." Mayer said. "How much does the Jewish community 
put toward this problem when compared with Soviet Jewry, anti
semitism and Israel? There should be programs to ensure that Jews 
produce Jewish children no matter whom they marry . As of this 
moment, there is no one in the United States who has devoted any 



resources to developing programs to counteract the effects of 
intermarriage except the Reform movement." 

The study produced additional surprising findings: 

- Jewish women who intermarry are far more likely to divorce (3 8 
percent) than Jewish men who intermarry (25 percent). 

- Jews remarrying after a divorce are three times more likely to 
intermarry than Jews marrying for the first time ( 40 percent 
compared with 14 percent). So while first marriage intermarriage 
rates are rising, the overall intermarriage rate is also being 
fuelled by the rising divorce rate. 

- The most significant predictor of divorce is intermarriage . 

- More Jewish men than Jewish women intermarry. This means fewer 
Jewish men are and will be available for Jewish women to marry." 
. . . "There will be a growing demographic pressure upon Jewish women 
to intermarry" the researchers stated. 

One of the most surprising aspect of the study i s that Jewish 
education does not "immunize" against intermarriage. The findings 
show that having a Jewish education in general has a negligible 
effect on one ' s chances of intermarrying. Social contacts (i.e. 
Jewish friends) not Jewish education is the most important factor 
that prevents intermarriage. Next come higher income and higher 
education. 

The situation in Canada is not that s evere yet as in the United 
States. A report on "The Jewish Family in Canada" published by the 
CJC Law and Social Action committee and the Council of Jewish 
Federation shows a great diversity among intermarriage rates in 
Jewish communities across Canada according the 1981 census. Less 
than 7% of all Jews in Toronto live in intermarried families and 
as many as 23 . 3% live in such famil i es in Nova Scotia . "Generally, 
the larger or the more established the community, the less likely 
intermarriage will take place" concludes the report . 

It will be interesting to watch the results of the 1991 census to 
see how close did the Canadian experience in intermarriage come to 
that of the United States. More important is to watch what 
preventive measures are and will be taken by the Canadian Jewish 
community to prevent the erosion of Jewish life in Canada. 

In case you wish to comment on these findings we would very much 
like to hear from you . 

c.rl 
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This document was dis t r ibuted at a meeting of the 58th GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY of the COUNCIL OF JEWISH FEDERATIONS held in Cincinnati 
on Friday, Novemeber 17th , 1989. 

DESIGN DOCUMENT 
TO FSL\BLISH 

THE 

CO1\£\1ISSION 

ON 

JEWISH EDUCATION 

IN NORTH AlVlERICA 

INTRODUCTION 

The ties tnat helo connect Jews to a meaningful Jewisn hfe 
now. ano similarly helo ensure Jewish 1oent1ty and continuity 
for our crnldren. face grave challenges. Our soc,my Is 
dynamic ana ooen It otters countless ways to deftne and 
exoress oersonaIIoent1ty. ldent1ftcat1on with a community. a 
tradition. a set of values 1s now a maner of choice. not neces
sity. Arnio the comoeung demanas and opportunities. what 
binos an InaIvIduat to Jewish life? How much of our Jewisn 
nemage will be transmmed to future generauons? 

These auesuons challenge the North Amencan Jewish 
community. It Is lime 10 resoond with enthusiasm and energy 
and with the best tool at our 01sposal - Jewish Education. 
The Mance! Assooated Founaanons. in cooperanon witn the 
Jewisn Welfare Boara (JWB) and the Jewish Education 
Service of North America (JESNA). and In collaboration with 
the Council of Jewish Federations (CJF). prooose an in1tia
tIve to exoIore ano recommeno significant new support for 
Jewish Eoucauon. 

The Mandel Associated Foundations are prepared both 
to commit their own resources to this cause and to encourage 
others to suoport the Imotementauon of oroJects aes1gned to 
bnng a new vibrancy to Jewish Education. 

It should be clear at the outset that Jewish educauon 
includes not only classroom Instrucuon but all the semngs in 
which learning takes olace - within the family orde. at camps 
and community centers. througn print and electronic media. 
and In encounters with Israel. Many of these settings ao not 
have the oersonnel. the orograms. the content and the 

strategies neeaed to meet the cnallenge of eoucaung Jews 
1n our open society. 

The Mandel Associated Founaauons are preoared to 
support the formation 01 a nanonaf Comm1SS1on to InvoIve tne 
North Amencan Jewisn ccmmunity In a ooucy-onentea study 
of Jewish eoucation in a variety of semngs. This stuoy will 
recommena oracucaJ steos and Imervenoons for tne Imorove
ment of Jew1sn educanon. 

The Manael Assoaated Founaauons are supporting t0un
dabons of the Jewish Community Federauon of Cleveland 
They were estabhshea In 1982 by Jack N. and Lilyan Mandel. 
Joseph C. ano Florence Mance!. ana Morton L. and Baroara 
Manael as a pnmary means of nanahng tneIr prnlantnrop1c 
interests. 

JWB. the Assoc1aoon of Jewish Community Centers and 
YM-YWHAs. Is me leaaersnio oody for tne North American 
network of JCCs and Ys. JWB serves the needs of inrnviaual 
Jewish Community Centers. and 11 helps to build. strengthen 
and sustain tne collecttve Center movement througn a broao 
range of direct and Inoirec1 sel'Vlces. institutes. consultanons 
and Jewisn experiences. and by 1dent1tymg ana oroiecung 
movement-wide direcuons. issues and pnormes. 

JESNA is the organized Jewish community's planning. 
seMce and coorainaong agency for Jewisn eaucauon. It 
works directly with local federauons and the agencies and 
institutions they create and support to deilver eaucaI1onal 
seMces. 
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THE CHALLENGE: JEWISH CONTINUITY 
Jewish continuity - the creative vitality of the Jewish 

people. ts rehg1on culture. vaiues and 1rad1t1ons - Is an issue 
of primary Imoortance to the American Jewish community 
The central challenge Is improving the means by which the 
Jew1sn community promotes an active commitment to Jew1sn 
1dent1ty 

In our society. connecuons to and expressions of Jew1sn 
identity are highly 1nd1v1dual Some Jews are linked by traoI
ttonal religious pracuce. some througn partIcIpatIon In 
communal organIzat1ons. Others are involved through Israel. 
Soviet Jewry or memones of the Holocaust. For many, assoa
atIon with other Jews Is an important mode of part1cipa11on. 

Our efforts on behalf of Jewish contInuIty must strengmen 
as many of these links In as many American Jews as possible. 
It Is a substantial challenge. Because Jewish 1dent1ficauon Is 
a matter of choice 1ooay, we must provide a persuasive 
rattonale for wny commnment ano involvement are imoortant. 
We are convinced that as a peoole we have the vIsIon and 
the resourcefulness to accomplish this aim. 

A KEY: EDUCATION 
The Trustees of the Mandel Associated Foundations. In 

coooerauon with JWB and JESNA have chosen 10 focus on 
Jewish educauon as a potent resource for transmitting tne 
living values of our culture. 

As the Jewish community s primary vehicle for respond
ing to the questions of "why" and "how" to be Jewish. 
educauon s our best tool for neloIng Jews to develop and 
sustain a commitment to acuve Jewish self-expression, both 
ino1v1oually and communally Jew,sh education also has tne 
capacny to reach into every aspect ano stage of Jewish life 
- from children to senior citizens. from individuals to fam11tes. 
in schools. community centers. synagogues. camps, nursing 
homes and child care centers 

Jewish Education Today 
Jewish educa1ton is conducted throughout North America 

In a variety of settings In and outside the classroom. More than 
30.000 people are employed In Jewish education today. 
These include teachers. school directors. teacher trainers. 
spec1ahsts. educational planners. and professors of educa
tion as well as personnel in communiry centers. camps and 
retreat centers. Most Jewish children receive some Jewish 
education at some point in their lives. Hundreds of m1lhons 
of dollars are spent annually on Jewish education. The field 
of Jewish educauon Is a large enterpnse In the North 
American Jewish community. 

Still. Jewish education throughout North America suffers 
from a shortage of qualified. well-trained educators. The few 
institutions which train Jewish educators have fewer students 
than at any time In the recent past. Professional standards, 

meaningful posItIons. adequate salanes and comoensa1Ion 
packages. career advancement poss,b1ht1es and orofess10-iaJ 
status are not adeouately associated wnn the held of Je111sn 
educauon It Is d1ff1cult to recruit and retain young men and 
women to the held. 

The Jewish community has created notable successes in 
the last sixty years In such areas as prnlanthrooy. social 
services. defense and support for Israel It ,s time to make the 
enterpnse of Jewish education one of the success stones of 
modern Jewish life. Now Is the time to turn the concern of the 
Jewish community toward creaung a Jewish educational 
system which can In all its vaneues nelp to insure tne survival 
of the Jewish people. 

The Potential for Tomorrow 
We beheve that It Is ooss1ble to estabhsn an eoucauonal 

environment that will be responsive to the current realities of 
Jewish life In America. To do this. the organized Jewish 
community must be shown why 11 should invest substanual 
new resources of thought. energy and money. 

In fact. tnere are positive elements In place and there ,s 
great potential for improvement. Today, Jewish education 
appears on the agendas of maier Jewish forums. Key 
community organizations and leaders are already increas
ing time and resources devoted to Jewish eoucauon. Jewish 
communty federations. 1ndiv1dual philanthropists and Jew,sh
soonsored foundations aopear ready to increase finanaal 
support for InitIatIves that can have a posmve impact on the 
range and quality of Jewish education. 

The cn:ical question is: What irnt1at1ves will be meaningful? 

We prcpose an approach that will help guide the commu
nity toward an optimum apphcation of resources to the needs 
of Jew1sr education. 

A COOPERATIVE EFFORT 

The Purpose 
Emerging consensus on the importance of Jewish 

education makes this an auspicious time for a ca1alyst to 
identify the issues, point to practical opportunities for 
improvement, and engage key people and InstItullons in 
positive action. The catalyst: a North American Comm1ss1on 
of community leaders. outstanding educators. and other 
professionals. Comm1ss1on members are chosen ad 
personam, for their competence. commitment to Jewish 
values. mHuence and 1nst1tullonal connections. 
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Such a Commission will have a fourfold mission: 
1. to review the field of Jewish educauon m the context of 

contemporary Jewish life 
2. to recommend practical policies that will set clear 

directions for Jewish education 
3. to develop plans and programs for the 1mplementa11on 

of these policies · 



J io s,,mu,ate s1gnif1can1 'na'1c:al comm11men1s a,d 
e.,gage commmea ind1v1auals ana ins111u11ons in 
co1laoora11ve communal action 

vn, e ine Ccrir11ss1ori .-. 1 ,.,,1,a1e tr.e study, ,t "' I seei< to 
,,.,aKe I a oan1c1pa1ory venture Jewish cont1nu1ty Is a 
communal challenge It can best be me1 througn a communal 
e;or exoress1ng tne riteres:s a110 o•ac,1cal neeos of nvoIved 
rs;,1ut1ons ano ino1v1ouals 

Thus an 1moor1ant oart or the Comm1ss1on s 1rn1ta11ve will 
oe to nvolve oo,rnon maKers community leaaers. scholars 
ana eoucators as active part1c1pan1s 1n all stages of its work. 
ncluding tne 1mp1ernen1auon of 11s recommendauons. 

- r'le u,•,mate ourpose of tre Commission 1s to otter concrete 
recommenaa11ons for s1reng1hening Jewish education 1n all 
•storms ar'la se111ngs 

Undouotedly the Commission s recommenaa11ons will 
require the investment of s1gnificant financial support. As 
-iotea at the ou1set the Mandel Associated Founaauons are 
prepareo to commit their own resources. They are also ready 
to encourage others to support the 1mplementat1on of 
men1orious pro1ec1s and orograms oroposed by me 
Comm1ss1on. 

THE STUDY: 
CREATING CONDITIONS FOR CHANGE 

The Work 
The Comm1ss1on will meet several times over a period of 

18 to 24 months It will direct the act1vIties of a Comm!ss,on 
director and aooropnate suooortIrg sta'f. whose responsI
btht1es wul include prepanng oackground oapers and repo11s, 
gathenng and organ121.ng data. consulting with contributing 
scholars. educators and oohcymakers. and coord1natJng tne 
ongoing oarucIpatIon of important Jewish pubhcs 

The Focus: People and Institutions 

A study undertaken for the purpose of positive change 
begins w11h a fundamental question Who holds the keys to 
change? It Is a premise of this enterprise mat change can best 
be achieved through a partnership of educators and com
munal leadership committed to invigorating ex1st1ng 1nslltu-
1Jons and suggesl!ng new ideas and new operallonal modes 

One obiecuve of the Comm1ss1on study should be an 
exam1na11on of what Jewish communities and educational 
nst11unons must do to profess1onahze Jewish education and 
to attract. inspire. encourage and 1ra1n professionals. 

- ne Comrr11sS1on stuay may aoaress tnese 1SSL,es arnorg 
others. 

1 Professional opportunities in Jewish education. A 
profession ,s charactenzeo by rormaltzea s;a-iaaras of 
knowledge and training. a code of ethics. 1nsutuuonal-
1zed forms of colleg1ahty. and paths for advancement. We 
need to look at how these aspects oi Jew1sn eaucat,on 
can be developed to profess1onal1ze our educa11onal 
services. 

2. The recruitment and retention of qualified educators. 
Such fac1ors as low status. low salary and hm1ted 
potenual for advancement have a twofold effect on a 
profession: they deter entry ano encourage anrmon We 
need to examine these factors 1n hght of the small pool 
of interested talent Jewish education now attracts. We 
also need to explore the ootenttal for making more 
effective use of our feeder system - youth movements. 
camps. community organizations. 

3 The education of educators. Today North American 
mst1tut1ons graduate fewer than 100 Jewish educators 
annually We need to look at how to fill the demand for 
qua11fied people 1n botn exIsnng and emerging positJons. 
and to provide cont1nu1ng professional education. 

4 Historical perspective and current structures of Jewish 
educational institutions. We need to begin w th an 
understanding of the ex1sung structures. A look at the 
past can help us to assess current ms11tuuons and their 
needs ana guide us in estabhsh1 ng any new structures 
that might be needed to respond to today s neeas 

TOWARD TOMORROW 
Expenence has shown that North American Jews can 

cooperate to make posmve things happen. Tooay vve know 
that sometning must happen 1f we are to 1ransm11 the riches 
of Jewish experience to future generations. 

We now have established organizations - service. 
educational and philanthropic - with energeuc leaders who 
are intensely interested In the question of Jewish cont1nuIty 
We have. In Jew1sn eaucanon. a tradmon of involvement w11n 
the why and how of Jewish life. 

This IrntIat1ve invites a communal venture· the dehberate 
shaping of new connections between ind1v1duals and tne 
community of Jewish experience. Thinking and acting 
together. we can make Jewish education a sustaining force 
for Jewish hfe. as nch and dynamic as the society m wrnch 
11 exists. 

Prepared by the Mandel A~~ociated Foundations. in cooperation with JWB and JESNA and in collaboration with CJF. 
1750 Euchd Avenue. Cleveland. Ohio 4-4115 

May 1988 
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CONSULTANT'S CORNER 

I often reflect during the Hannukah season on the difficulties 
encountered by Mattathias raising his five sons - all proud and 
devoted to Judaism - during the Hellenic period. This was a time 
of conflict between the Jewish faith and Greek culture. Despite 
the translation of the Torah into Greek and the transformations 
whic h occurred within the Sanhedrin, Hellenization prohibited the 
study of Torah; Sabbath observance became a crime, circumcision 
was forbidden a nd in every town, heathen altars were erected. 

Did radical measures against the Jews in fact save the Jewish 
faith when Judah "Ha:naccabee" achieved triumphant victory in 
gaining amnesty in 164 B.C.E.? Are Jews still considered 
victorious during the 20th century? Or have we reached an age in 
which deep reflection and introspection are necessary to comb&t 
assimilation? 

On October 24th, 1989, i1 1 addressing the Toronto Associations of 
Professionals in Jewish Communal Service (TAPJCS ), Mr. Isi 
Leibler, Vice-Presidi·nt of the World Jewish Congress and President 
of the Executive Council of Australian Jewry, said that the 
Austral ian Jewish community allocates the largest part o f its 
budget to education. Other Jewish communities in No rth America 
and the wor ld over foll ow the same pa ttern. 

As assimilation and intermarriage rise, educators beg in to focus 
on fami ly education. During the Northeast Regional Conference on 
Jewish Education , over 200 participants from 32 communities met 
for a two-day conference concerning the growing r ole and 
importance of Jewish family education. Dr. Ron Wolfson o f the 
University of Judaism i n Los Angeles noted that the most powerful 
predicator of adult Jewish identity is the Jewishness of the home. 
Only through family education may we have the chance to retain our 
children's Jewish identity. 

In these pages, you the educator, 
tools for Hannuka. We hope the 
e nriching your programs . 

will find ideas and teaching 
material will assist you in 

Our first annual Council of Education and Culture of the Ontario 
Region chaired by Sandra Brown met on October 29th , 1989. 

The primary goal of the meeting was to receive information on the 
needs of each community and to fulfill the requests through 
spec ial programs. The following requests were made : 

1. means to identify unaffiliated families . 
2 . to suggest fundraising ideas. 
3. to increase and stimulate community leadership activities . 
4. to implement a vehicle for adult education programmes. 
5. to initiate inter-school communication in the province via 

s chool twinning . 
6. to strengthen and reinforce faculties' resource supplies. 
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7. co aid in setting an inform~ l educational environ~er r. for 
young children. 

8. to assist in audio-visual outreach and sharing. 
9 . t o develop curricula for family education. 
1 0 . to research means for marketing of Jewish education 
11. to explore how to make Jewish e ducation more palatable, 

meaningful and lasting. 
12. to have fa mily retreats. 
13. to supply communities with hol iday ~aterial . 
14. to develop a Jewish single parent program. 
15. t o assist in developing a Hebrew day-high school, both i n 

curriculum and faculty 
16. to update present catalogues of resource and expedite them to 

the regions. 
17. to create P.D . days f or facult ies and regional conferences for 

lay people and professionals. 

If you the read er have addi tional suggestions to 
agenda for the Council of Education and Culture, 
Glick at (416} 635-2883, ext . 151. The next 
Council will be held in January, 1990. 

ACROSS THE REGION 

We \-'OUld 
Rosensweig 
Rosensweig. 

like to 
and her 

convey our 
family upon 

condolences to 
the loss of her 

add to our next 
call Nurit Oko 

mee ting of the 

Rabbezen Gite l 
husband, Rabbi 

Members of the Windsor community turned out i n record numbers to 
pay cribuce to Joseph Eisenberg, their direc tor of 31 years. We 
~·ish muc h joy to him and his family, upon his r etir0ment. 

Congratulations to Julie Hess of Hamilton, age ten, who won the 
fi r st prize in the Education and Culture Review Essay Contest. 

Congratulations are extended to Beth Jacob in Hami l t o n and to its 
principal , Mrs . Gloria Silverman, for becoming the first-place 
winner for High School Education by the Solomon Schechter Awards 
judging committee for outstanding supplementary Hebrew high-school 
program in North Amer i ca. The award will be presented at the 
United Synagogue of America Biennial Convention . 

A hearty mazel tov to Rabbi and Mrs. Israel 
birth of a grands on, and to their children, 
Mark Smiley, of Detr oit . 

Chag Sameach 

Nurit Oko Glick 
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READINGS 
fLectcrt 

WHY I WON'T 
GO TO GERMANY 

AdaDted from a letteT C1"I Cvr.Jua O;:ick. publi.wd. 
in~ Winter 1988 ~ c{w Quarterly: O::i.ck's 
coUecuon oi ~sa:-is Mccaphor & Memory will be 
pul,luht!d iius spnng rry Knopf. 

Dear Proicssor X: 
Thank vo12 ior vour letter mvmng me.co Ger· 

manv co pamc1pacc in a conference on current 
"Gennan- lcw1sh rclauons·· in che aircrmach oi 
me Hol~ausc. mmaced and organized by dtS· 
u ngu1Shed Jewish Amcnc.ans. your-sci( among 
chem. and iomed on your lcctcrhcad by ocher 
Amenc:ans oi dtSuncnon and bv prommenc 
Gcnnaru oi goodwill. le IS vcrv le.ind of you co 
have had me in mind; 1 am couched bv your gen· 
eros1rv and rrusc. I wish mv response could have 
been simpler than 1c 1s descmcd co .be. 

ProtC:$.SOr X. I am a Jew who cioes not. will 
not. cannot. sec iooc m G ermany. This is a pn· 
vace moral 1mperanve: I don·c chmlc oi 1c as a 
"rule." and 1 don't apply 1c co everyone. pamcu· 
larly noc co German-born Jews. who as refugees 
or survivors have urgencies and cx1g~nc1cs dif
ferent irom my own. Noc to sec fooc in Germany 
is for me. and l chmlc. for many gardcn-vanccy 
Jewish Amencans lilc.e myself. one of chc icw 
possible mcmonals; and IC SCCrrlS CO me unsur• 
pnsmg chac m thtS connecnon a mcmonal 
should cake chc ionn oi a neganon. a turning 
away. 

Bue cherc 1s another point of view as well. one 
chac mav be more relevant here. Yours is the 
fourth mv1cauon I have had to go co Germany. 
Each was issued with the ~twill in chc world: 
a German nand reaching out m peace from a 
democr:auc Gcrm2n pohcv-a remcmbenng 
hand. never a iorgccful one. The hand of the 
" new ~encraaon." The more chat hand reaches 
out ,; ,cs rcmcmbenng remorsciulne.s.s. in its 
hopeful goodwill. chc more rcstStanc my heart 
becomes. 

Herc is why. I bdieve chac all chis- the con· 
sc1cnnou.s memonalizmg of what happentd four 
and i1vc ciccacics ago to the Jewish cmzens of 
Germany and of Europe- is m chc nacurc of 
chmgs an insular and parochial German casx. Ir 
1s something ior rhc Germans co do. mdcpcn· 
dcntlv, m the absence of Jews-the absence oi 
Jews m conccmporacy Germany being precisely 
rhe point. The G erman casx is, after all. a bnd 
of "li~raaon" (of consc1cncc mco history), or 
emanc1panon. and the only genuine cmanc1pa
uon- as we lcnow from many ocher nauonal, 
social. and culcural contexts-is auco-cmanci
panon. So when Germans want to reflect on 

German-Jewish "reconc1l1anon." or- skm:mg 
that loaded worci-German-.icw1sh "relac1ons." 
it secrris co me they arc obligated co do it on 
their own. Docs char smke vou as 1mposs1blc. 1f 
not absurd? A hand held ouc m incndsh1p co 
someone who isn' t there? How c.an "relations" 
w1ch Jews ~ achieved in chc absence of Jews? 
Well. chat's exacdy the difficulcv. isn't 1t? Eu· 
rope no longer has whac 1c useci to call its "Jew
ish problem," rhe Germans having solved ir 
w1ch fmalrrv. Bur there remains now a German 
problcm-chc ongoing, perhaps mi1n1rely pro
cracrcd. problem of the German nanonal con
science-and ics gravamen is thac che Jews 
aren ' t there. 

le appears char what Germans oi goodwill 
have been doin g lacelv-and more and more 
chev are domg 1c with rhc aid and counsel of 
Arnencan Jewish organwmons- 1s cvacimg the 
rumulruous cp1ccncer of chc problem. even as 
mev struggle to oiier more and more evidence 
dut thcv arc racmg IC. There are 00 nauve-oom 
Jews over f1ftv to achieve " rclauons" w1ch. Ger
manv is a JewtSh museum: apanmcnts. ium1-
rurc. old neighborhoods newly popularcci. chc 
old headstones chac survived vandalism m chc 
museum-ccmccenes or were heaped up as rubbie 
barners agamst tanks. Noc the old svnagogues. 
chooeh: these were mamlv burned. If an old vol
ume bv a popular author of rhe cwcnnes rums 
up, 1t has che anr1quanan mtcre.sr oi a rare book: 
books bv Jewish wnrcrs were burned m everv 
public square-who doesn't know rhtS? The no· 
non oi a Jew as a le.ind of surpn.s1ng vcsage or 
anachronism-as. m fact. an actual museum 
piece-ts apparen:ly pervasive m G crmanv. 
and was once brought home to me bv a rcorc
sencac,ve oi a G erman publisher wno. airer a 
conversation m New York. wrote me a \1,-annlv 
intended leccer: M:,v cu11e With you was differm1 
frcrrr. an:,v ockr e.xpenence: 1t was i1ke a I/I.SU to a 
museum. 

The German soluc1on to this perplcx1cv- co 
rhc absence of native-born Jews oi mv gencra
r1on-has been co behave m a manner 1nsp1rcd, 
perhaps. by the scr.ughtforward realm of inter• 
nauonal economics. of demand and sarcicy. lf 
vou have depicted through your own folly your 
nauve (and-plentiful) supply of Jews. and now 
vou iccl remorseful. what do you do! You put an 
o rder tn co Amenca- which. rather than de· 
pleung 1rs supply of Jewish citizens, has nour
ished anci mulc1plied it- and you import living 
iorc1gn Jews co stand in for the nar1ve mis.sing 
Jews. 

HARPER'S MAGAZINE / FEBRUARY 1989 
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I am arr.11d tnac all such prograrru-wncrctn 
· cw1sn Amcncans orrcr thenuc1vcs (always out 
~i the ideals oi humaneness. reconciliation. 
hope ior rhcTllrurc) co stanci in for the murdered 
Jews oi Europe- arc mtstalten at the core and. 
in anv case. cannot help the Germans. Tne 
Germans must undenalce memorial explora• 
:ions under cncir given cond1uon of scarc1cy
tne absence oi nanvc Jews. miv mu.st an 
. .:..mencan wmer. a )ew1Sh cm:en or the United 
Scates. be imported for a conicrencc on "Ger
~ an-lew,sn reiacions"! Onlv because there is no 
German-bom Jewish writer of her own age who 
1s alive co speaic. So a foreign surrogace must do. 

Bue it seems to me that this pnnc1ple of surTO
i acv 1s conce ived m prorounci error. '-:(!ho wtil 
.:iare co suggest cnat anv ltvmg Jew can oner rec• 
' nc111auon-or even s1moic h uman presencc
,,n behalf oi enc murdered! 

T:,en lee G ermans or gooaw1II do 1c on their 
wn. T nev. noc :l..mencan Jewish sponsors. 

;nould be enc oraam:mg spmrs behind Ho\o
.:aust conrerences on German so1l--coruer· 
-:nces bv ana ior Gcrmaru. 7he rmal Soluuon 
J.aS applied CO _l ews- lcWS were Its V!CtlrrtS: CUC 

·:1c barcarmes oi the Saz1 era are cv no means a 
· cw1sh issue. Thcv arc an issue or German cul· 
· Jrc ana ccrcamlv aopropnate IN cxammauon 
h German mmnmo ns and conrerences. but 
'iOC. m mv view. w1cn enc ass1srancc o r part1c1-
pat1on oi ioreum Jews. Herc 1s an 1nsc.ancc 
·.1mere ·reconc1iiat1on·· and " retanons · mav not. 
.:annoc. be a coilaborac1ve acc. ,. e .. a pro1ect bc
~·.wccn C cnnans ana lcws. cc!on2m~ cquailv (or 
~vcn uneoualivl to both. oecausc 1r it aopcan to 
~c co llaborac1ve. me .1ct c-ccomes a ue. The 
Germans m rrucn have no one co ·collaborate · 
with but phantoms- the mtSSmg, the mur· 
dcrcd. the Jews noc ckre. 

Living Jewish Americans can't serve ~rro
gatcs. Anne iranlc. bciorc the Annex. before 
the rl1ghc co Holland. was a German Jew: had 
Gennanv nor given ttS aUcg1ance co the cruni
nals and pro~ms tnac muroercd her. wno can 
doubt that sne would codav have been a lu_m1-
narv or German lcncn! Which Amcncan wnter 
can stand tn ror Anne mole. gassed m adoles
cence! Human bemes are not bauxite: one bun
dle of Jews ,s not m;crchangeablc w1ch another 
bundle. The N.uis ob1crnf1ed Jtws and m~de 
chem mrcrchan2cable bundles. Ah. the bitter
ness oi the 1ronv" chat. m the name of "German
J ew1s'! relations." in the name of goodwill and 
chc hope oi present and future humaneness, the 
mcercnangeacdicv oi one group oi Jews w1r.h an• 
other is mil bemg pursued on G erman soil! 

Tnac. I chink. 1s the Gennan dilemma: and 
:hat 1s what me "concerned Germans and 
.~mcncans" on vour icrternead need co come to 
gnps with. When jew1sn Amencans go to Ger
manv to " help"- 1.c .. co supplv Jewish repre
sematton ac a Holoou.sr conierence- chey 
arcn·c making it easier for the Germans co sec 
1ruo the soul or· the dilemma. namclv the loss of 
G tTfflllTl-}ewun rcpresentauon: the Amencan.s 
are coniusmg the qucsuon bv abemng the tragic 

and degradm2 falsehood of human 
mrerciun2eab1ltcv. 
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I am sorrv to be so asmnizent. I have rhouizht 
aoout these marcers ror a long umc. and w1m 
growing distress as the decades pass and more 
anci more American Jewish organizauons rlv to 
G crmanv m search of similar collaborauve ob
Jccuvcs. Your leccer. bv the wav. amvcd on the 
vcrv dav another letter came to me. this one 
irom a German u01vers1rv-a ~-arm and 1mpres
s1ve and earnest letter irom an excrcmclv able 
Ph.D. student I I 1udgc chis rro m enc mccll1gcnt 
voice or· her ime Engl1Sh sencenc.csl who 1s tn· 

ccrcsted m f1cuo n wnn:cn bv Jewish Amencans. 
and who has seeded on mv woric as tne sub1ccc oi 
her d1ssercanon. A sclf-dcscnbcd "special case" 
because of her prcoccupauon w1ch Amencan 
Jewish wrmng. she slcecchcd her familv baci,
ground: "My father became a soldier when he 
~-as seventeen. His father was a thcolog1an of 
che Procestam Church and had the pos1t1on oi 
suocnntendenc. Even chou2h mv fachcr·s far.her 
b~~n co mistrust enc Nac1onal Soc1a11scs quite 
ea;I., m che chimes. he was a pamoc and chus 
;enc io ur so ns mco the war. Three oi chem were 
:.:died. " Three a eaci unc1cs. I gncvc at the ob
tuseness oi chis. W1ch all the 2oodw1 II m chc 
world. mv voun2 corresoondenc-tborn m 1955) 
remains incapable or u~dcrscanding mat a G er· 
man "pamot'' would. at icast m nts ncarc ii not 
tn hu {by then. let u.s try co concede. coerced) -
acnons. aclcnowicdge thac to fight ior Hitlc.r was 

not German pamousm bur a bcrraval of Ger• 
manv. And this from a " theologian of r.hc Prot· 
escant Church" in an atmosphere or rampant 
oif1ctal ant1-Sem1t1Sm. To whom . 1 can't help 
wondcnng, did chis theologian give his vocc? 
Was his " mistrust" of the Nazis "early m the 
chimes·· a feeling oi 1mmcd1ace alarm and pen!. 
or one of ballot-box regret aiccr the ciamage was 
done? Mv correspondent is clearly engaged. 
rrom ncr point oi view. m an mtellccrual pro1ecc 
oi remorse and rest1tut1on: and yet sne cannot 
reco2m:e the masc fundamental first ncCC55t· 
cv- an understanding oi wnac pacnoc1sm 
mcar.s: rhac 1c is something you do ior vouncli. 
bv vouneii. out of obltgauon co the moral im· 
provement or· vour counrrv: rhac 1c 1s above all a 
dream oi self-rranstormatton. it would be oecccr 
all around 1f she would neglect the studv oi 
"Amcncan Jewish ttctton" and begin a cultural 
meci1tat1on on her grandiachcr s mind. 

REACJNOS 



THE RABBI JOSEPH H. LOOKSTEIN CENTER 
FOR JEWISH EDUCATION IN THE OIASPORA 

BAR-ILAN UNIVERSITY 
1'71N-ll nll'Dll')IN 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM FOR EDUCATORS 
In conjunction with the Torah Education Department of the W.Z.0. 

and the L. A. Pincus Jewish Education Fund for the Diaspora 

I t d t
. The Lookste,n Cemer for Jew-n _ r O _UC IO n /Sh Educauon m rhe Diaspora. 

,n cooperation with the Torah Education Depanmentof 
the W.Z. 0.. has developed a program to provide 
teacners with an opportunity to enhance tne,r profes
sional skills and insights. Judaic knowledge and inter
ests. For a cen month period. (Sept-July) pamc1pants 
will have the opportunity to explore maIor issues ,n 
Jew1sn education ,nan academically st1mulaung forum 
at Bar-I/an University. 
In antIcIpatIon of the' pamc1panrs· return to the,r com
munittes. individual oro1ects will be developea m which 
tne emonas,s w,11 be on strategies for Imp1ementmg 
newiy acqutred knowledge and skills 1n wavs wn1ch can 
make rne maximum contnbutIon to the scnools and 
communmes at large. Upon comp/et10t1 of the program. 
pamcIpants will receive an official transcnpt of studies 
from Bar-I/an University. 

Program 
Description 

In order to answer to the oamc1-
pant s specific needs. an md1v1d
uailzed study plan will be 
co-designed by eacn partIc1-

pant ,n conIunct1on with a personal tutor. While the 
specd1c content will vary. the following core areas must 
be included ,n each study plan: 
1. Hebrew language 
2. Concentrauon ,n an area of Jewish Studies 

3. Acou1smon of new reaching methodologies 

4. Understanding the fundamental proolems m Israel, 
society. 

Stvd1es can be oursued m a vanety of frameworks: 
• Study in Bar-Jlan 's Institute For Advanced Torah Stu

dies ("Kolle/"). or at the Midrasha For Women ( Tal
mud. Midrash. Halacha. and Jewish thought). 

• Tutonals. workshops. and seminars. designed espe
cially for the program's participants which will exam
ine selected problem areas m teaching Jewish studies 
in the Diaspora. 

• University courses offered by the Jewish Studies and 
Social Sciences Faculties. as well as by the School of 
Education 

• Pedagogical field trips to a var1ery of Israeli educa
tional mst1tut1ons_ 

The Torah 
Education :DepL W.Z.D .. 
515 Park Ave .. 
New York. 
New York 10022 

The Lookstein Center. 
Bar-llan University. 
52900 Ramat- Garr. Israel 
fax: 972-3-44622 

Bar-llan University. - 1 O -
730 East 59th St.. 
New York. New York 10022 

The Fam I' I The orooram orov1des a ranae of y informal family ac11vmes gearec 
towards children. such as rours of the country. picnics_ 
and cu/rural acr,vmes. In addition. effons are maae ro 
involve the oart1cIpant s spouse 1n wnatever studv areas 
prove to be feasible. The Lookstein Center staff w,11 
fac1l1rate the absorprIon orocess oy provIaing guIoance 
1n the following areas: 1 ) hving accomooat1ons 2 ! child
ren s schooling and 3 / healrn care. 

El ·
1 
Q 
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1
., 1. ty Candidates for rne orogram must 

nave a minimum of rhree vears ore
·1Ious expenence in Jew1sn Education. r formal or infor
mal/ and should presently hold an eoucar,onaI oosmon 
,n any of the following types of Jew1sn Insmur1ons· 
schools. synagogues. commumty centers. and bureaus 
of Jew1sn educarIon_ Candidates should hold a B.A. 
degree. or a certificate of equivalent studies from a 
reacners college or rabbinical seminary. Three recom
mendations are reqwred from Jewish educauonaf inst1-
1u1Ions with which the candidate Is associated. 
Although improving the oanic1pant's command of the 
rlebrew language Is a pnme goal of the program. 11 1s 
required that candidates have a oasIc work,no knowl-
edge of the language. -

liu.,t,·on and A full tuition scholarship to Bar
i/an Un1vers1ty will oe gr anted to 

F'inanc·ing each successful aooI1cant 1n 
addition to a f1v1no allowance of 

up to S15_000 US. per family /pending -s,ze1. 

For an application form. or funher information about 
rhe program. please send in rhIs completed form no 
later than December 20. 1989. to one of the addresses 
listed oelow: 

Name ___ ____ ____ _ Tel _ _ _ _ 

Address ________________ _ 

Place of Emproymem -----'---- Te/ ___ _ 

Address ______________ _ _ _ 



SEASONINGS 

By Joseph Lowin 

N o holiday in the Jewish calendar better il
lustrates the truth that history is what you 
make of it than the midwinter Festival of 
Lights, Hanukka Is Hanukka the celebration 

of a historical event-in this case a political-military vic
tory? Is it a purely spiiitual commemoration, the result 
of a miracle wrought by God? Or is it, as some suggest, 
a Jewish explanation of the universal need, during the 
Middle Ages, to light more candles each night as the 
solstice approached and the nights grew darker? 

The story of Hanukka began with Alexander the Great, 
whose conquests inaugurated the Hellenistic era in 330 
B.C.E. It was the perversion of the gentler gifts of 
Hellenism by Alexander's political heirs-most notably 
the rival Greek states in Egypt and Syria-which led to 
threats against the political and religious freedoms in 
Judea during the second half of the Hellenistic period. 
The trouble was not so much that the Syrian Seleucids 
under Antiochus Epiphanes reduced He!Jenism to athletic 
contests or to the eating of pork. but that they wanted 
the whole world to adopt their practices. 

The Jews- though we had our Hellenizers, then as 
now-refused to be coerced. But the threat was real. 
Beginning in 169 B.C.E. Antiochus adopted an iron-fist 
policy, inflicting cruelty and humiliation on individual 
Jews and desecrating the Temple in Jerusalem. In 166, 
the Hasmonean priest Mattathias and his five sons saw 
that their fellow Jews were collaborating in the desecra
tion. and instigated an uprising. Under the leadership of 
one of the sons, Judah "The Hammer" (Hamaccabee), 
the Jews reconquered the Temple, rededicated it to Jewish 
worship and inaugurated a period of political sovereign
ty under the Hasmonean dynasty. To commemorate the 
rededication of the Temple, the Maccabees instituted an 
eight-day celebration, reenacting the biblical dedication 
ceremony of the Mishkan (tabernacle), and incidentally 
celebming the eight-day festival of Sukkot, which had 
been missed that year due to the uprising. (Ironically, to
day the most "Hellenistic" organization and event in Israel 
are Maccabi [sponsor of soccer and basketbalJ teams] 
and Maccabiah, the quadrennial Jewish olympics.) 

HAOASSAH MAGAZINE 

Because the Hasmonean rulers began to assimilate 
toward the end of the talmudic period, the rabbis rechan
neled the historical military victory of this no-longer-so
purt family into a more theological one. They told the 
story (in Shabbat 2/b) of a small cruse containing a quan
tity of oil sufficient to keep the Temple's menora lit for 
one day which miraculously lasted throughout the eight 
days of rededication. 

Pusonaliti~s: Despite the rabbis' misgivings, the hero 
of HanukJca remains Judah Maccabee, who learned from 
his equalJy heroic father Mattathias how to stand up to 
tyranny, and who taught his brothers and a small band 
of followers the martw tactics that allowed the few to 
defeat the many. The rabbis, ever inventive, noted that the 
Hebrew letters of the surname Maccabee could be used 
as an acronym for the expression in Moses's "Song of the 
Sea, " Mi kamokha ba'eilim Adonai, "Who is like You 
among the gods, 0 Lord" (Exodus 15:11). 

The rabbis accorded two women a prominent place of 
honor in the Hanukka pageant. The story of Judith's 
heroic slaying of Holofernes is a Hanukka story either 
because it was composed during the Hasmonean period 
to give the rag-tag band of Jews courage, or because 
Judith was herself a member of tbe Maccabean family. 
An even more Poignant story is told of the anonymous 
woman- Later called Hannah-who encouraged her seven 
sons to accept martyrdom in sanctification of God's name. 
She would not permit her youngest son even to feign 
eating pork. The rabbis who composed the midrash com
pared this woman favorably to the patriarch Abraham, 
who offered up only one son-who was saved-while all 
seven of Hannah's sons went to their deaths. 

Besides Antiochus Epiphanes, the villains of Hanukka 
are Jason, a collaborating Jewish priest, and John Hyr
canus, the last of the great Hasmonean warriors, who per
mitted Hellenism to go too far and in the end was con
sidered a Sadducee by the rabbis. 

Places: The focus of the story of Hanukka is Jerusalem, 
specifically the site of the Holy Temple that was defiled 
and then repurified. The spark which kindled the upris
ing ignited not in Jerusalem, however, but in rhe village 
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of Modi'in, some 15 miles to the north. Modi'in was the ~ 
hometown of Mattathias and his family. [n lsrael, you ! 
can get the flavor of what it was like in the Second Temple- --~ 
period by visiting Hakfar Hahashmona' i, a reconstructed 
Hasmonea:n Village near Moshav Shilat, some 10 miles ! 
east of Lod on the nonhern road to Jerusalem. ~ [ 

Objects: It is essentially in the home (though in the 1 
synagogue as well, but without fanfare) that the Hanukka .., 
menora (hanukkiya) is kindled. The hanukkiya, the nine
branched candelabrum, is among the most popular Jewish 
ceremonial objects. Many famil ies have taken to collect
ing hanukkiyot made out of clay, brass, silver or other 
materials and using them-as many as 30 different kinds 
in some instances-as a way of decorating their homes 
for the festival. 

While you can purchase a hanu.kkiya in almost any 
Judaica shop, more than 15 different varieties of hanuk
kiyot are available by mail o rder from Hamakor Judaica 
in Chicago. (Call 312-463-6187 for a catalog.) 

Since the mitzva of Hanukka is to publicize the miracle, 
the menora is lit in the window for all to sec. In some 
municipalities Jews obtain permission to erect a giant 
menora in a public place. The propriety of displays of 
menoras (and creches) on public property will be ad
dressed by the Supreme Court this year, and the displays 
remain controversial. Mainstream American Jewish or
ganizations oppose them on the grounds of separation 
of state and religion, while the Lubavitch hasidic move
ment supports them in the name of Jewish education. 

Another object associated with Hanukka is the dreide, 
a spinning top bearing four Hebrew letters. The letters 
stand for nes gadol haya sham, a great miracle happened 
there. (Dreidels in Israel, sevivonim, say poh, "here" in
stead of "there. ") Since each Hebrew letter has a 
numerical value, the top is used for a game of chance. 
Card-playing has become a Hanukka custom among 
adults, as can be seen in the description of the Hanukka 
party in S. y_ Agnon's novel A Simple Story (Schockcn). 

Foods: The oil linked to the origin of the Hanukka 
miracle explains the presence of fried delicacies on the 
tables of Jewish households during the holiday. Fried 
potato pancakes, called latkes in Yiddish, vie with jelly 
donuts, called sufganiyot in Hebrew, for popularity. In 
Israel at Hanukka the price of jelly donuts-vinually om
nipresent on every street corner-is regulated by the 
government like the price of bread, so that everyone, rich 
or poor, will be able to gorge himself on this pastry. ln 
recent years, a scandal was reponed in the newspapers: 
Some bakers were skimping on the jelly in their donuts 
to assure themselves an adequate profit. ln the spirit of 
the season, other bakers, refusing to deny the people either 
quantity or quality, would overstuff their sufganiyoc with 
jelly, and market them as loss leaders. Surely these latter 
bakers arc also heroes of Hanukka. 

Art: The form dictated by the hanukkiya has lent itself 
to magnificent works of art and craft. Among the most 
exquisite is that in the collection of the Skirball Museum 
in Los Angeles. The nineteenth-century German lamp 
blends form and content by rendering the hanukkiya in 

HAOASSAH MAGAZJNE 

Holiday warmth: Moritz Oppenheim's oil painting, 
"The Kindling of the Hanukka Lights" (1880) 

the form of the Holy Temple. A modem sterling silver 
hanukkiya wrought by the late Ilya Schor-most famous 
for his synagogue doors-represents eight great Jewish 
leaders; Moses, Isaiah, Sa'adia Gaon, Hillel, Maimonides, 
Rashi, the Ba'al Shem Tov and Isaac Meyer Wise. These 
figures may be turned by spinning the four dreidels which 
adorn the top of Schor's menora. 

Paintings associated with the holiday illustrate both the 
history and the celebration of Hanukka. A depiction of 
Judah the war hero can be found in Peter Paul Rubcns's 
Juda.s Maccabeus (Musee des Beaux-Ans, Nantes, 
France). David Sharir's Hanukka (Pucker Safrai Gallery, 
Boston) depicts a battle against the Syrians arrayed in a 
phalanx and armed with elephants. Moritz Oppenbeim's 
J895 A Hanukka Evening portray:s a family lighting the 
menora at their window; in the background a group of 
revelers play cards_ The heroine Judith has captivated ar
tists since the Renaissance. A striking portrait of Judith 
and Holoferncs was created for the cover of this issue of 
HADASSAH MAGAZINE by the artist Theo Tobiasse. 

Liturgy and Music: Compared with the extensive serv
ices of other Jewish holidays, Hanukka's liturgy is limited. 
That is not to say that the Jewish people have not made 
a fuss over what we have. The daily prayers are augmented 
by a recitation of the Hallel, of the special Al Hanisim 
prayer ("For the miracles"), and by the reading of the 
biblical portion in Numbers which describes the eight-day 
dedication of the Mishkan. 

The big event, however. comes in the evening with the 
family's lighting of the Hanukka menora and singing of 
the hymn Maoz Ti:.ur ("Rock of Ages,.). In Israel, riders 
of the 4A bus, which winds through a great variety of 
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Jerusalem's neighborhoods, will note a kindled menora 
in what appears to be every third window along the route. 
In Tel Aviv, during the momh of Kislev, strollers in the 
downtown area will be drawn to the cones of Maoz Tzur 
mingling with the display of fire and water at the Agam 
Fountain in Dizengoff Square. The same hymn has given 
rise to beautiful songs by both Jewish and gentile Italian 
composers, including Salomone de' Rossi (seventeenth 
century) and Benedetto Marcello (eighteenth century). 
The Off-Broadway musical Yours, Anne (an adaptation 
of The Diary of Anne Frank) contains a lilting round 
called "The First Hanukka Night. " Of course, the music 
most universa1Iy associated with Hanukka is Handel's 
oratorio, Judas Maccabeus. 

Film anc/ littrarure: Thanks to the miracle of modem 
technology, the imaginatively executed 28-m.inute film on 
Hanukka, Lights, produced by the Gesher Foundation in 
Israel, is available on videocassette. The film, which is 
suitable for children of all ages, can be ordered from the 
Jonathan David Company for $23.95; 718-456-8611. 

The history of Hanukka is recorded in the Book of 
Maccabees, the first two pans of which make fascinating 
reading. This book was excluded from the Jewish canon, 
by the way, because the rabbis felt that it was wrong to 
glorify military prowess. Rather, they emphasized the holi
day's spiritual aspect. Even more fascinating is Howard 
Fast's beautifully written 1948 novel My Glorious Broth
ers, (Hebrew Publishing Co.) which tells the story of Mat-

tathias's five sons from the point of view of Simon, the 
older brother whom Judah overshadowed. A little more 
dated is a play by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Judas 
Maccabeus. If you wish to read excerpts of that drama 
and would like a taste of other literary works, you would 
do well to consult Philip Goodman's rich and rewarding 
The Hanukkah Anthology (Jewish Publication Society). 

Spelling: Notice the second " h" in che title of Good
man's book. The question most frequently asked in con
nection with the Festival of Lights is "What is the cor
rect spelling in English of the Hebrew word for dedica
tion?" While HADASSAH MAGAZINE adheres loosely to the 
rules of transliteratio n laid down in t he Encyclopaedia 
Judaica, these rules have not stopped the Jewish people 
from coming up with more than a dozen different spell
ings of the word, most often beginning with "Ch. " 

What is so special about Hanukka, any way you spell 
ic, is that virtually every detail associated with the holi
day involves choices. For example: The houses of HiUel 
and Shammai debated whether we should add a candle 
~ery night or begin with eight and eliminate one progres
sively. We have chosen to add (in accordance with Hillel) 
on Lhe theory that "we increase in holiness, and do not 
decrease. " This choice. and others made by the Jewish 
people in the 2,154 years since the holiday was first 
celebrated, have influenced both the spirit of the festival 
and our image of the Jewish people as one which seeks 
to increase in holiness and strive for self-improvement. • 

Public school religion classes 
must urge tolerance, panel told 
By Debra Black Toronto Star 

WINDSOR - Ontario should 
develop a religious education 
course fo r public schools tha l 
teaches toler ance and respeet for 
other beliefs, a local representative 
of a parent-teacher group says. 

· "It is important that all students 
in the province of Ontario a re 
made aware of the variety of be
liefs," Bette Turner , past-president 
or the Windsor Home and School 
Council, told a provincial inquiry 
studying religious education in 
public schools. 

"This is the only way we will 
learn tolerance and respect for one 
another." . 

The inquiry, headed by Glenn 
Watson, began a ser ies of 17 public 
province-wide meetings yesterday 
in Windsor . 

Provincial regulations requirr 
some form oi religious instruction 

in all public classrooms. But many 
boards have shied away from the 
issue. 

The 13 submissions in Windsor 
came from a wide spectrum, in· 
eluding: evangelists, a private citi
zen, representatives from the Kent 
County Board of Education and 
the Windsor Board of Education. 
spokesmen from the United 
Church, the Anglican Church and 
the dean of ar ts at the University 
of Windsor. 

'.\lo visible ethnic group or non· 
Christian religious group appeared 
at yesterday's proceedings. 

There were several calls for the 
establishment of a multi-faith reli· 
gious studies program designed by 
'the Ontario educat ion ministry or 
some advisory body and taught by 
trained teachers. 

"I am concerned about any µrac
tice that divides our society, our 
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families or the children sitting side 
by side in our classr oom," Marjorie 
Willms, a trustee with the Windsor 
Board of Education. told the in
quiry. 

The Windsor board want~ any 
for m of religious education to be 
"multi-f,1ith and multi-cultural 
rather than confessional" and 
laugh t by a regular classroom 
teacher. she said. 

Joseph Culliton, a profes:.or of 
religious studies and dean of arts 
at the University of Windso r . 
favors r eligious education in 
schools but it must be presented in 
an academic manner, he said. 
Culliton represented a coalition of 
IO university religious studies de
partments. 

Carole Davidson, vice-chairman 
of the Kent County Board, said her 
board wants classes emphasi.ling 
the ".Judeo-Christian" religions. 
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JEWISH MUSIC SOCIETY OF TORONTO 
SECOND GREAT SEASON 
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SAFAM 
Introducing a brand new Jewish·American Sound! 

This internationally acclaimed 5 man band from Boston blends the beat of reggae and 
rock.ballads and blues with the traditional cantorial and chassidic music that appeals to 
people of all ages 

Temple Sinai, 210 Wilson Allmue Sat. Nov. 11th. 8 p.m. 
Admission $15 

Discounts for members, Snrs. & students 
........................................................................................................................................................................................................................... ................................................... 

GERINEWO 
JUDEO· SPANISH MUSIC OF THE MOROCCAN JEWISH COMMCJNTTY 

This outstanding Montreal ensemble accompanies their songs on traditional 
folk instruments. They discuss the fascinating background of their 
charming, distinctive repertoire. 

Beth Tzedek Synagogue, 1700 Bathurst Street Stm. Feb. 18, 8 p.m. 
Admis.sion S 12 

Discounts for members. Snrs. & students 

An Jllu.strated ucture 
"MUSIC OF THE GERMAN.JEWISH COMMUNITY: 

Secular Traditions in the Modem Era• 
Dr. Philip Bohlman (University of Chicago) has won many fellowships and 
awards for his research of the Central European Jewish music tradition. 
Since the Holocaust. most of this folk and popular musical heritage has all 
but disappeared. 
Lipa Green Bu11ding, 4600 Bathurst St. 

Admission $5 
Free to members 

Stm. December 3, 8 p.m. 

HELENA AND HER MAGIC BASKET 
Jewish Mu.sic for Children 

Helena Fine, backed by instruments, sings children's songs in English, 
Hebrew and Yiddish that parents and grandparents will also enjoy! 

Lipa Green Building, 4600 Bathurst St. Sun. May 6, 2 p.m 
Admission $7 Adults, $5 children. 

Membtrs accompanied by children, free 

A CONCERT OF /tf US/C & DANCE 
The Amati String Quartel Lawrence Cherney (Oboe) 
Tem"ll M'lguire (Dance & choreography) Erica Goodman (Harp) 

Programme highlights include newly commissioned dance and the 
World Premiere ofINVOCATIONS, a Ben Steinberg composition for 
oboe and strings. 

Du Maurier Theatre Centre (Harbourfront) Mon. Jan. 22, 8 p.m. 

Admission $15 

Discount.I for members, Snrs. & students 

MUSIC BY JEWISH COMPOSERS 
featuring international baritone Jerome Barry 

with Barry Shiffman (violin) 
and Andrew Burashko {piano) 

The Israel Philharmonic and the Boston Pops are among the leading 
orchestras with which .!Jerome Barry has appeared. He has toured 
extensively throughout Europe. His repertoire includes oratorio, 
opera, cantonal, folk, and popular music. 

Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda. JOO Elder St. Thur. March 22, 8 p.m 

Admission $15 

Discounts for members, Snrs. & students 
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YES! ENROLL ME AS A MEMBER OF THE JEWISH MUSIC SOCIE'IY OF TORONTO FOR THE 89-90 SEASO'.'\ 
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Choosing To Be Jewish 
Creating a Strong Identity in our Youth 

From Biblical 11mes when Pharaohs 
tned to enslave and kill Jews. to the 
Crusades ior Chnstendom: from the 
Spanish lnqu1s1tion co the Holocaust. 
Jews have been persecuted for being " ... a 
cenain people. scattered and dispersed 
among the other peoples in all the dif
ferent provinces of [the) realm. whose 
laws are different from those of any other 
people and who do not obey the king' s 
laws ... " (Esther 3:8): Due in large part to 

we marr, chose 
\vhom we date! Thus. 

we either lock 
our children in 
a closet through 
puberty ... or we 

look for alternatives.'' 

conunual anu-Semmsm and small num
bers of Je,\S in the \\-Orld. JudaJsm has 
been consistently adamant about mam
taining a unique separateness. 

In order co survive. Jewish parents and 
community leaders have passed on their 
heritage and traditions from generation 
to generauon. not thinking that the next 
'enemy' might come from within. Lewis 
Benjamin. in 1912, stated exaaly what 
many Jews feel today: " ... what centuries 
of persecuuon had been powerless to do 
has been affected in a score of years by 
friendly intercourse" (p. 496). 

Jews fought for centuries to be in
tegrated into society. We have battled 
prejudice in schools. sororities. frater
nmes. the workplace and counuy clubs 
(Shanks. 1953). When given the chance. 
we have often excelled in many visible 
areas of Amencan life such as theater. 
business. educauon and science. Yet. 
while " .. .interfaith cultural and social ac
tivities all have the beneficial result of 
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helping the Jew ar.J the gentile under
stand each other ... (they also) increase the 
sooal and cultural com.act that leads t6 
intermamage" (Shanks. 1953. p. 375). 

lntermarnage 1s among the most sig
nificant chaJJenges to JudaJsm today. 
Current esumates claim that approx
imately 400-o of the Jews m most urban 
areas will marry someone who was not 
born JeW1Sh. ~,th a slightly higher rate of 
1ntermarnage m smaJJer or rural areas. 
This figure 1s up from 20"o in the 1900's 
and 200-0 as recently as the I 960's 
(Mayer. 1985: Seltzer. 1982). 

What has changed? The aesire for 
Jews 10 be accepted by society ac large has 
encouraged us not only to learn about the 
'ouCStde world'. but to aJJow and urge 
our children to mingle with 'their' 
children - intimately. The fact is. and 
contrarY to what moSt young people be
lieve. we marry those whom we date! 
Thus. we either lock our children m a 
closet through puberty, only opening the 
door to introduce prospective JCW1sh 
panners. as one rabbi blithely suggested. 
or we look for alternatives. "Since 
American Jews want both intcgrauon 
and survival. the development o f 
strategies of accommodaung to both 
needs will determine the American 
Jewtsh future" (Winer. 1987, p. 7). 

Rather chan forbiddina intcrdating 
and intennamage. it is my opinion that 
we would better spend our energy helping 
our youth feel good and secure as Jews. 
When we parents. educators. youth ad
visors and adult role models show our 
children why Judaism is an important 
and sweet heritage to preserve. we in
crease the chances that if they do inter-· 
marry, they will choose Judaism as the 
religion Lo follow in their homes. In fact. 
is that not what we have been begging our 
children from the start - to remain Jew
ish because they wont to? 

WhaL then. can we do to assist move
ment m this direction? Teens are con
tinually searching for role-models and 
people who will allow them to question 
their beliefs and values. Despite what 
most people believe. adolescents do listen 
to and learn from adults. The messages 
that parents. teachers and other members 
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of the J~lSh communny send out re
garding their own Jewish idenmy impact 
the Jewish self-image formed bv our 
youth, 

Based on over a dozen vears oi e,. 
penence wnh pre-teens a~d teens. I 
would suggest that there are several 
general constants "luch remain true ior 
adolescents: 

A. Adolescents want to talk 
B. Adolescents want to be hearo 
C. Adolescents want to be validated 
D. Adolescents want to d1Scuss 
E. Adolescents want to be chal

lenged 

Of course there are excepuons to every 
rule. but barring those excepuons. 
scratch the surface of any teen-ager and 
the points listed above appear. 

With this understanding, we can pro
gram effecuvely for youth. Topics such 
as ''Being Jewish m a Predominantly 
Christian Society". and "I nterdating and 
Intermarriage" are among the challeng
ing areas we might explore with our 
teens. The following are a few brief pr(')
gramming ideas: 

A. Initially you may want to tread 
lightly on the tSsues of mterdaung and m
termamage, particularly if you do not 
know family histones (e.g .. Are there 
parents. slSlers or brothers. or other 
family members wno are intermarried? 
What are the rules about dating in therr 
family?). Therefore. you may wish 10 

start with a program that will catch atten
tion but not leave the partie1pants feeling 
too vulnerable. 

1. A simple large or small group 
discussion. fueled by a thought
provoking quote about Jewish 
identity or bemg pan of a uruque 
culrure. is an appropriate beginn
ing. 
2. Role-plays Wlth themes about in
tcrdanng or imerreligious rclauon
ships in general. are excellent dis
cussion-starters. 

B. Second programs can delve more 
deeply into the issues discussed in the 
previous session. 

1. Use of a video. such as the Union 
of American Hebrew Congrega
tion's "lntermarnage: When Love 
Meets Tradition" . can begin to 



touch upon explosive topics for 
teens. What is the connection be· 
tween intermarriage and in
terdating? What are some of the 
issues raised by intermarriage for 
the Jewish partner? the non-Jewish 
panner? the Jewish parents? the 
Jewish community? What kind of 
religious upbringing would you like 
to lrive your own child? What has 
bcc'n said in your own family about 
intermarriage? 
2. A collage expressing how a par
ticipant's Jewish identity meshes 
with his or her overall identity uses 
a different medium to get at dif
ficult subjects. 

C. A third set of programs can en
able paniopams to examine feelings 
brought up by the previous sessions. 
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This book 1s pure!\ pro~am
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