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TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

ART NAPARSTEK 

HENRY R. HECKER 

AUGUST 8, 1988 

INITIAL RELEASE 

Attached, a draft copy of an initial release. Please read it to determine whether 

it says everything that should be said, and whether it says anything that 

shouldn't be included. 

Also, I don't know if Mort Mandel will want to clear his quotes. 

Several questions: wnll you release this from your office, or do you want me to 

handle the release? 

Do you have Commission letterhead for the first page of the release? Or do I 

use blank paper with the name of the commission on top? What address to 

use? Or should I use JWB News letterhead? Whose name and number follows 

the "for information contact etc" line on top? 

I should have contact sheets momentarily. Will share with you. This release 

should go out with appropriate caption with photo of four principals; photos of 

others, with Mandel, should accompany release to local papers. 

I'll send to New York Times, JTA, by messenger. 

Finally - I'll want to attach your list and bias of Commission Members and 

Policy Advisors to the release, with a note to editors advising them that this list is 
attached for their information and use. 

Let me have your reactions. 

cc: Ginny Levi 



Draft - 1 For information, contact: 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

MANDEL FOUNDATION CONVENES 

COMMISSION ON JEWISH EDUCATION 

IN NORTH AMERICA 

JWB, JESNA Support Broad-Based 

Initiative to Strengthen Jewish Education 

As Tool for Jewish Continuity 

------------------------

NEW YORK, NY - August X, 1988 -- The formation of a broad-based 

Commission on Jewish Education in North America has been announced by 

Morton Mandel, of Cleveland. 

Members of the Commission have been chosen to reflect the pluralistic nature 

of the Jewish people, and include top leaders of the organized Jewish 

community; heads of institutions of higher learning, including leaders of the 

Orthodox, Conservative, Reform, and Reconstructionist branches; educators; 

Rabbis; distinguished representatives of the academic community, and 

founders and leaders of private Jewish foundations. Also included are the 

professionals who actually deliver Jewish education services: educators, 

teachers, heads of bureaus, schools and Jewish Community Centers . 

... more 



·, 
The goals of the Commission: to review the state of Jewish education in the 

context of contemporary Jewish life; to recommend practical policies that will 

set clear directions for Jewish education; to develop plans and programs for the 

implementation of these policies; to stimulate significant financial commitments 

and engage dedicated individuals and institutions in collaborative, communal 

action. 

"There have been other commissions on the subject of Jewish continuity," Mr. 

Mandel stated, "but this one is unique because ,of the depth and breadth of the 

affiliations and accomplishments of its members, and because of its pl~ralistic 

nature, which reflects a readiness by Jewish leaders to seek common ground in 

our approach to the strengthening of Jewish continuity. 

"Despite the many demands on their schedules," he continued, "all of the 

prospective members of this commission accepted our invitation because of the 

real opportunity to have an impact on future generations of Jews, who will live in 

an open society with unlimited available choices, and to enhance their options 

to choose to actively identify with the larger Jewish community. Our purpose is 

to cause change -- to cause something to happen. The Commission isn't being 

convened to produce glib, vague generalities, but ideas that will go to pilot 

project to implementation." 

... more 

2 



Prior to their recent first meeting in New York, participants were interviewed, in 

depth, to solicit their perceived priorities and goals for Jewish education. 

The agenda for the opening meeting concentrated on prioritizing the resulting 

major issues and themes: the people who educate; the clients of education; the 

settings of education; the methods of education; the economics of education; 

the community: leadership and structures. 

"We will accomplish our goals by working together," Mandel said. "There are 

many points of view represented on this Commission, some of which are 

contradictory and some of which are complementary. There are no poi~ts of 

absolute consensus, although the,re are many with widespread support. But it is 

the variety of experience and the pluralistic makeup of this group, truly 

representing the richness of the Jewish experience," he continued, "that will 

allow us, together, to have a profound and positive effect on the process of 

transmitting Jewish values to our people. The Mandel Foundation has con­

vened this commission. Where it goes, what it does, is in your hands." 

The Commi?sion, which will initiate the study, will seek to make it a participatory 

venture, because of its perception that Jewish continuity is a com.[T'lunal 

challenge. A major effort will be made to involve opinion makers, community 

leaders, scholars and educators as active participants in all stages of the work, 

including implementation of the recommendations. This communal approach 

will help to shape new connections between individuals and the community of 

Jewish experience, strengthening the process of Jewish education as a 

sustainicig force for Jewish life. 

. .. more 
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" .. ,, 

Donald R. Mintz, president of JWB, the Association of Jewish Community 

Centers in North America, told his fellow Commission members that the JCCs 

have long been aware of the importance of Jewish education in streng1hening 

Jewish continuity. "This Commission," he said, "is timely and necessary. We 

bring to the Commission the benefit of our various and significant positions in 

Jewish life. We represent many diverse organizations. We are, by our pluralistic 

nature, in position to deal with the growing threats to Jewish pluralism. We 

dedicate ourselves,· he concluded," to our future.• 

Bennett Yanowitz, president of JESNA, the Jewish Education Society <?f North 

America, also commenting on the pluralistic nature of the Jewish community, 

stated the Commission's "commitment to passing on knowledge of the glory of 

what it means to be a Jew - to our contemporaries, and to the next 

generations." 

Commission Director Arthur J. Naparstek, President of the Premier Industrial 

Foundation in Cleveland, will synthesize the work of the initial Commission 

meeting and, in consulta1ion with Commission members, will design an action 

plan for the next meeting, on December 13 in New York City. 

The Commission was convened by the Mandel Associated Foundations, in 

cooperation with JWB, the Association of Jewish Community Centers in North 

America and JESNA, the Jewish Education Service of North America. and in 

collaboration with CJF, the Council of Jewish Federations . 

• 

# # # # 

4 



CORRESPONDENCE INSTRUCTIONS 
Date: __ Y/4--'---1_, _/_r_r _ _ 

/YJ L 1 7 
To: _ ___._----=------'/YJ'---------
From: - ~A:--+----J~rJ ______ _ 

FOR PLEASE 

Approval □ Advise □ 
For Your Action □ Note and FIie □ 
More Details Needed □ Note and Return □ 
Your Comments □ Read and Destroy □ 
Your lnformauon □ Investigate and Report □ 
Your Signature □ See Me □ 
Returned as Requested □ 

R 
1 

(Response Needed By) 
ep Y □ 

□ Initial and Forward To· □ 
REMARKS : f WILL Ll/~K n Yoe<... 

lr~o <A--C r f{ /,S f l) n,,4 ~ /I!. D c.J 

(use reverse side if more space is needed) 
73562 (REV.10/86) PRINTED IN U.S.A. 



. AUG 24 '88 1 5: 01 FROM JWB PAGE,002 

Interoffice Memorandum 

August 24, 1988 

To: Art Naparstek · 
Ginny Levi 

From: Henry R. Hecker 

Re: Release 

As promised , the amended release follows . I will get 
i t o u t as soon as I retur n. Please c hoose one phot o 
that tel ls t he story (the 4 principals ?) and se~d me 
t he number separately so that ! can orde~ them in bulk 
(around 400, with the release}. 

According to t he notes I got, I ~ill prepare paper 
with the name of t h e Commission on top, using the JWB 
address, w:i-th my name and phone for contact . If you 
aisagree , let me know soonest . 

• 
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draft 2:8/24/88 

For information, contact: 

.EOR .IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

MANDEL FOUNDAnON CONVENES 

COMMISSION ON JEWISH EDUCATION 

IN NORTH AME RICA 

-~~----------------
JWB, JESNA Support Broad-Based 

Initiative to Strengthen Jewish Education 

As Tool for Jewish Continuity 

-------·--------------

NEW YORK, NY - September X, 1988 -- The formation of a broad-based 

Commission on Jewish Education in North America has been announced by 

Morton L Mandel, of Cleveland. 

PAGE . 003 

Members of the Commission have been chosen to reflect the pluralistic nature 

of the Jewish people, and include top leaders of the organized Jewish 

community; heads of institutions of higher learning, including leaders of the 

Orthodox, Conservative, Reform, and Reconstructionist branches; educators; 

Rabbis; d istinguished representatives of the academic community, and 

founders and leaders of private Jewish foundations. Also included are the 

professionals who actually deliver Jewish education services: educators, 

teachers, heads of bureaus, schools and Jewish Community Centers . 

... more 
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The goals of the Commission: to review the state of Jewish education in the 

context of contemporary Jewish life; to recommend practical policies that will 

set clear directions for Jewish education; to develop plans and programs for the 

implementation of these policies; to stimulate significant financial commitments 

and engage dedicated individuals and institutions in collaborative, communal 

action. 

The recent initial meeting in New York was pronounced "extraordinary" by 

commission memb,ers, who were unanimous in their praise of the "diversity, 

electricity and energy" that marked this dramatic assemblage of top lay and 

professional leaders of organized Jewry and the academic and business 

worlds. 

"There have been other worthy commissions on the subject of Jewish 

education," Mr. Mandel stated, "but we are especially pleased with the depth 

and breadth of the affiliations and accomplishments of commission members, 

and because of the commission's pluralistic nature, which reflects a readiness 

by Jewish leaders to seek common ground in our approach to the strengthening 

of Jewish identity and continuity. 

"Despite the heavy demands on their schedules," he continued, "all 44 of the 

members of this commission accepted our invitation because of the real 

opportunity we have at this point in time to have an impact on future generations 

of Jews. 

. .. more 
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Our young live in an open society with unlimited avallable choices, and we want 

to enhance their options to choose to actively identify with the larger Jewish 

community. Our purpose is to help produce systemic change -- to cause 

something important to happen. The Commission has been convened to 

produce solid ideas tlhat will go to pilot project and then to implementation." 

Prior to their first meeting, participants were interviewed in depth, to solicit their 

perceived priorities and goals in Jewish education. The agenda for the opening 

meeting concentrated on prioritizing the resurting major issues and themes: the 

people who educate; the clients of education; the settings of education ; the 

methods of education; the economics of education; the community: leadership 

and structures. 

"We will try to accomplish our goals by working together," Mandel said to the 

commissioners. "There are many points of view represented on this 

Commission, some of which seem to be contradictory and some of which are 

complementary. As yet there are no points of absolute consensus, although 

there are many with widespread support. But it is the variety of experience and 

the pluralistic makeup of this group, truly representing the richness of the 

Jewish experience," he continued, "that will allow us, together, to have a 

profound and positive effect on the process of transmitting Jewish values to our 

people. The Mandel Foundation has convened this commission. From now on, 

where it goes, what it does, is in your hands." 

... more 
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The Commission, which will initiate the study, will seek to make it a participatory 

venture, because of its perception that Jewish continuity is a communal 

challenge. A major effort will be made to involve opinion makers, community 

leaders, scholars and educators as active participants in all stages of the work, 

including implementation of the recommendations. This communal approach 

will help to shape new connections between individuals and the community of 

Jewish experience, strengthening the process of Jewish education as a 

sustaining force for Jewish life. 

Donald R. Mintz, president of JWB, the Association of Jewish Community 

Centers in North America, told h is fellow Commission members that the JCCs 

have long been aware of the importance of Jewish education in strengthening 

Jewish continuity. "This Commission," he said, "is t imely and necessary. We 

bring to the Commission the benefit of our various and significant positions in 

Jewish life. We represent many diverse organizations. We are, by our pluralistic 

nature, in position to deal with the growing threats to Jewish pluralism. We 

dedicate ourselves/ ' he concluded, " to our future." 

Bennett Vanowitz, president of JESNA, the Jewish Education Society of North 

America, also commenting on the pluralistic nature of the Jewish community, 

stated the Commission's "commitment to passing on knowledge of the glory of 

what it means to be a Jew•·- to ours and to the next generations." 

Commissi·on Director Arthur J . Naparstek, President of the Premier Industrial 

Foundation 'in Cleveland, will synthesize the work of the initial Commission 

meeting and, in consultation with Commission members and staff, will design 

an action plan for the next meeting, on December 13 in New York City . 

... more 
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The Commission was convened by the Mandel Associated Foundations, in 

cooperation with JWB, the Association of Jewish Community Centers in North 

America and JESNA, the Jewish Education Service of North America, and in 

collaboration with CJF, the Council of Jewish Federations. 

# # # # 

5 



Dear Cynthia: 

Premier Industrial Foundation 
4500 !EUCLID AVENUE 

C L EVELAND, OHIO 44103 

August 25, 1988 

Enclos,ed, as we discussed earlier today, are materials relating 
to the initial meeting of the Commission on Jewish Education in 
North America. These include a draft press release, a list and 
description of the 44 Commission members, a copy of the design 
document which served as the initial talking piece for the 
Commission, and a copy of an article on the meeting which 
recently appeared in the Jerusalem Post. We will be getting 
photographs shortly and will forward them to you when they 
arrive. 

I believe that the potential exists to have a real impact on 
Jewish education through this Commission. I would be glad to 
discuss this with you further or to try to arrange a meeting 
with Mort Mandel, if you prefer. 

Ms. Cynthia Diedelbach 
Editor 
Cleveland Jewish News 
13910 Cedar Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 44118 

Enclosures 

scs:; 
Arthur J . Naparstek 
President 
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For information, contact: 
Henry Hecker, JWB (212) 532-4949 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

COMMISSION ON JEWISH EDUCATION 

IN NORTH AMERICA CONVENES 

JWB, JESNA Support Broad-Based 

Initiative to Strengthen Jewish Education 

As Tool for Jewish Cont inuity 

NEW YORK, NY- September X, 1988 -- The formation of a broad-based Commission 

on Jewish Education in North America has been announced by Morton L. Mandel 

of Cleveland, its chairman. 

Members of the Commission have been chosen to reflect the pluralistic nature 

of the Jewish people , and include top leaders of the organized Jewish 

community; heads of institutions of higher learning, including leaders of the 

Orthodox, Conservative, Reform, and Reconstructionist branches; educators; 

Rabbis; distinguished representatives of the academic community, and founders 

and leaders of private Jewish foundations. Also included are the 

professionals who actually deliver Jewish education services: educators, 

teachers, heads of bureaus, schools and Jewish Community Centers . 



2 

The goals of the Commission : to review the state of Jewish education in the 

context of contemporary Jewish life; to r ecommend practical policies that 

will set clear directions for Jewish education; to develop plans and programs 

for the implementation of t hese poli cies; to stimulate significant financial 

commitments and engage dedicated individuals and institutions in 

collaborative, communal action. 

The recent initial meeting in New York was pronounced "extraordinary" by some 

Commission members, who were unanimous in their praise of the "diversity, 

electricity and energy" that marked this dramatic assemblage of top 1.ay and 

professional leaders of organized Jewry and the academic and business worlds. 

"There have been other worthy commissions on the subject of Jewish 

education," Mr. Mandel stated, "but we are especially pleased with the depth 

and breadth of the affiliations and accomplishments of Commission members, 

and with the Commission's pluralistic nature, which reflects a readiness by 

Jewish leaders to seek common ground in our approach to the strengthening of 

Jewish identity and continuity. 

noespite the heavy demands on their schedules," he continued, "all 44 of the 

members of this Commission accepted our i nvitation because of the belief that 

there may be a real opportunity to, have a positive impact on future 

generations of Jews." 
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"Our young live in an open society wi th almost unlimited choices, and we want 

to enhance the likelihood that they will choose to actively identify with the 

l arger Jewish community . Our hope is to produce systemic change - - to cause 

something very significant to happen. The Commission has been convened to 

produce solid ideas that may go first t o pilot projects, and then to 

implementation." 

Prior to their first meeting, par ticipants were interviewed in depth, to 

solicit their perceived priorities and goals in Jewish education. The agenda 

for the opening meeting concentrated on prioritizing the resulting major 

issues and themes: the people who educate; the clients of education; the 

settings of education; the methods of education; the economics of education; 

the community; leadership and structures. 

"We will try to accomplish our goals by working together,n Mandel said to the 

commissioners. "There are many points of view represented on this 

Commission, some of which seem to be contradictory and some of which are 

complementary. As yet there are no points of absolute consensus, a l though 

there are many with widespread support. But it is the variety of experience 

and the pluralistic makeup of this group, truly representing the richness of 

the Jewish experience," he continued, "that will allow us, together , to have 

a profound and positive effect on the process of transmitting Jewish values 

t o our people. The Mandel Foundation has convened this Commission. From now 

on, it truly belongs to you, and where it goes, what it does, is in your 

hands." 



. . 
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The Commission will seek to make its work a participatory venture, because of 

its perception that Jewish continuity is a communal challenge . A major 

effort will be made to involve opinion makers, community leaders, scholars 

and educators as active participants in all stages of the work, including 

implementation of the recommendations. This communal approach can help shape 

new connections between individuals and the community of Jewish experience, 

strengthening the process of Jewish education as a sustaining force for 

Jewish life. 

Mandell Berman, president of the Council of Jewish Federations, noted bis 

organization's pleasure at assisting in the early stages of the Commission 

and willingness to make this private/communal partnership succeed. He 

pointed out that seven federations have begun community-wide studies 0£ 

Jewish education and expressed optimism about the "dozens of successful 

programs which can be assessed and replicated around the country." 

Donald R. Mintz, president of JWB, the Association of Jewish Community 

Centers in North America, told his fellow Commission members that the JCCs 

have long been aware of the importance of Jewish education in strengthening 

Jewish continuity. "This Commission," he said, "is timely and necessary. We 

all bring to the Commission the benefit of our various and significant 

positions in Jewish life. We represent many diverse organizations. We are, 

by our pluralistic nature, in a position to deal with the growing threats to 

Jewish pluralism. We dedicate ourselves," he concluded, "to our future." 



. ' 
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.Bennett Yanowitz, president of JESNA, the Jewish Education Society of North 

America, also commenting on the pluralistic nature of the Jewish community, 

stated the Commission's "commitment to passing on knowledge of the glory of 

what it means to be a Jew -- to ours and to the next generations." He noted 

JESNA's desire to assist in identifying successful practices in Jewish 

education and to join in the search for new approaches. 

Commission Director Arthur J . Naparstek, President of the Premier Industrial 

Foundation in Cleveland, will synthesize the work 0£ the initial Commission 

meeting and, in consultation with Commission members and staff, will help 

design an action plan for the next meeting, on December 13 in New York City. 

The Commission was convened by the Mandel Associated Foundations in 

cooperation with JWB, the Association of Jewish Community Centers in North 

America and JESNA, the Jewish Education Service of North America, and in 

collaboration with CJF, the Council of Jewish Federations. 

# # # # 



8-26-88 

TO: MLM & AJN FROM: VFL 

Following is a list of suggested photographs for use with the press 
release on the August 1 Commission meeting. Where several are suggested, 
please indicate your preferences: 

1 . The 4 principdt~s. to go with all releases (±400) 

6,B,l - Mintz, Berman, Mandel, Yanowitz 

2. New York/New Jersey: 

l,B,l - Shapiro, Schorsch, Hochstein, Jesselson 

2,B,l - Mandel, Schwartz, Tishman 

2,C,2 - Mandel, Schiff, Na~arstek 

4,B,2 - Dubin (NJ), Lookstein, Evans 

7,B,3 - Mintz, Rosenthal (NJ) 

3. Detroit : 

3,D,6 - Tishman, Fisher 

6,A,4 - Berman, Twersky 

6,E,l - Mandel, Naparstek, Berman 

4. D.C. 

l,D,5 - Loup, Bieler 

5. Baltimore 

3,D,2 - Zucker, Hiller, Pollack(?) 

9,B,4 - Mandel, Hirschhorn 

6. Toronto 

5,C,2 - Koschitzky, Mandel, Bronfman 

5,D,4 - Koschitzky, Mandel, Bronfman 

7. Denver 

2,D,4 - Bronfman, Loup 

2,E,4 - Loup, Mandel 



.• 

8. New Orleans 

6,D,3 - Ackerman, Mintz, Yanowitz, Mandel 

7,B,2 - Mintz, Rosenthal 

8,A,4 - Pollack, Mandel, Mintz 

9. Milwaukee 

2,B,S - Ritz, Mandel 

8, E, 2 - Bronfman, Mandel, Mintz 

10. Cleveland (already ordered) 

4,A,3 - Yanowitz, Mandel, Naparstek 

9,A,2 - Twersky , Ratner 

11. Chicago 

No pictures of Crown. Nothing very good of Colman: 4,A,l or 2 = 
Schiff, Colman, Lipset 

12. !Montreal 

l,E,5 - Fox, Bronfman 

5,C,2 - Koschitzky, Mandel, Bronfman 

5,D,4 - Koschitzky, Mandel, Bronfman 

13. Columbus 

l,A,5 - Riemer, Melton, Schiff 

5,A,5 - Mandel, Melton 

14 . .Boston 

l,A,l - Lainer, Elkin, Ratner 

3,C,5 - Twersky 

9,A, 2 - Twersky, Ratner 

15. Los Angeles 

5,A,2 - Mandel, Naparstek, Lainer 

16. San Francisco 

4,A,2 - Schiff, Colman, Lipset 

8,C,2 - Mandel, Lipset 



Dear Ms. Diedelbach: 

Premier Industrial Foundation 
4500 EUCLID AVENUE 

CLEVELAND. OHIO 44103 

September 2, 1988 

Enclosed, as promised, please find a revised press release and 
three photographs regarding the first meeting of the Commission on 
Jewish Education in North America which took place in New York on 
August 1. I understand that you will have a story on this in the 
next issue of the Cleveland Jewish News. 

The photographs are numbered on the back in order of our preference 
for their use. Identification of those pictured appears below: 

Photo #l - Bennett Yanowitz, President , Jewish Education Service 
of North America, Morton L. Mandel, Chairman of the 
Board of Premier Industrial Corporation and Chairman 
of the Commission, Arthur J. Naparstek, President of 
Premier Industrial Foundation and Commission Director. 

Photo #2 - Henry L. Zucker, Consultant to Premier Industrial 
Foundation and Executive Vice President Emeritus of 
the Jewish Community Federation of Cleveland, 
Morton L. Mandel (as described above), Mona R. Ackerman, 
President, Riklis Family Foundation and Commission 
member. 

Photo #3 - Commissioners Isadore Twersky, Director of the Center 
for Jewish Studies at Harvard University, and 
Charles Ratner, Executive Vice President of Forest City 
Enterprises, Inc. 



Ms. Cynthia Diedelbach Page 2 

I am working on finding a date for your interview with Mort Mandel 
before S,eptember 29 or after October 14 on a weekday other than 
Wednesday or Thursday before 2 p.m. I will be in touch . 

Ms. Cynthia Diedelbach 
Editor 
Cleveland Jewish News 
13910 Cedar Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 44118 

Enclosures 

St•r~ly,L 
::::::::1.F. Levi 
Program Officer 
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For information, contact: 
Henry Hecker, JWB (212) 532-4949 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

COMMISSION ON JEWISH EDUCATION 

IN NORTH AMERICA CONVENES 

JlJB, JESNA Support Broad-Based 

Initiative to Strengthen Jewish Education 

As Tool for Jewish Continuity 

NEW YORK, NY- September X, 1988 -- The formation of a broad-based Commission 

on Jewish Education in North America has been announced by Morton L. Mandel 

of Cleveland, its chairman. 

Members of the CoI11mission have been chosen to reflect the pluralistic nature 

of the Jewish people, and include top leaders of the organized Jewish 

community; heads of institutions of higher learning, including leaders of the 

Orthodox, Conservative, Reform, and Reconstructionist branches; educators; 

Rabbis; distinguished representatives of the academic community, and founders 

and leaders of private Jewish foundations . Also included are the 

professionals who actually deliver Jewish education services: educators, 

teachers, heads of bureaus, schools and Jewish Community Centers. 



2 

The goals of the Commission: to review the state of Jewish education in the 

context of contemporary Jewish life; to recommend practical policies that 

will set clear directions for Jewish education; to develop plans and programs 

for the implementation of these policies; to stimulate significant financial 

commitments and engage dedicated individuals and institutions in 

collaborative, communal action. 

The recent initial meeting in New York was pronounced "extraordinary" by some 

Commission members, who were unanimous in their praise of the "diversity, 

electricity and energy" that marked this dramatic assemblage of top lay and 

professional leaders of organized Jewry and the academic and business worlds. 

"The re have been other worthy commissions on the subject of Jewish 

education," Mr. Mandel stated, "but we are especially pleased with the depth 

and breadth of the affiliations and accomplishments of Commission members, 

and with the Commission's pluralistic nature, which reflects a readiness by 

Jewish leaders to se~k common ground in our approach to the strengthening of 

Jewish identity and continuity. 

"Despite the heavy demands on their schedules," he continued, "all 44 of the 

members of this Commission accepted our invitation because of the belief that 

there may be a real opportunity to have a positive impact on future 

generations of Jews." 
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"Our young live in an open society with almost unlimited choices, and we want 

to enhance the likelihood that they will choose to actively identify with the 

larger Jewish community. Our hope is to produce systemic change -- to cause 

something very significant to happen. The Commission has been convened to 

produce solid ideas that may go first to pilot projects, and then to 

implementation." 

Prior to their first meeting, participants were interviewed in depth, to 

solicit their perceived priorities and goals in Jewish education. The agenda 

for the opening meeting concentrated on prioritizing the resulting major 

issues and themes: the people who educate; the clients of education; the 

settings of education; the methods of educat:ion; the economics of education; 

the community; leadership and structures. 

"We will try to accomplish our goals by working together," Mandel said to the 

commissioners. "There are many points of view represented on this 

Commission, some of ~hich seem co be cont radictory and some of which are 

complementary. As yet there are no points of absolute consensus, although 

there are many with widespread support. But it is the variety of experience 

and the pluralistic makeup of this group, truly representing the richness of 

the Jewish experience." he continued, "that will allow us, together, to have 

a profound and positive effect on the process of transmitting Jewish values 

to our people. The Mandel Foundation has convened this Commission. From now 

on, it truly belongs to you, and where it goes, what it does, is in your 

hands." 
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The Commission will seek to make its work a participatory venture, because of 

its perception that Jewish continuity is a communal challenge. A major 

effort will be made to involve opinion makers, community leaders, scholars 

and educators as active participants in all stages of the work, including 

implementation of the recommendations. This communal approach can help shape 

new connections between individu~ls and the community of Jewish experience , 

strengthening the process of Jewish education as a sustaining force for 

Jewish life. 

Mandell Berman, president of the Council of Jewish Federations, noted his 

organization's pleasure at assisting in the early stages of the Commission 

and willingness to make this private/communal partnership succeed. He 

pointed out that seven federations have begun community-wide studies of 

Jewish education and expressed optimism about the "dozens of successful 

programs which can be assessed and replicated around the country." 

Donald R. Mintz, pre~ident of JWB, the Association of Jewish Community 

Centers in North America, told his fellow Commission members that the JCCs 

have long been aware of the importance of Jewish education in strengthening 

Jewish continuity. "This Commission," he said, "is timely and necessary. We 

all bring to the Commission the benefit of our various and significant 

positions in Jewish life. We represent many diverse organizations. We are, 

by our pluralistic nature, in a position to deal with the growing threats to 

Jewish pluralism. We dedicate ourselves," he concluded, " to our future." 



' . 

Bennett Yanowitz, president of JESNA, the Jewish Education Society of North 

America, also commenting on the pluralistic nature of the Jewish community, 

stated the Commission's "commitment to passing on knowledge of the glory of 

what it means to be a Jew -- to ours and to the next generations." He noted 

JESNA's desire to assist in identifying successful practices in Jewish 

education and to join in the search for new approaches. 

Commission Director Arthur J. Naparstek, President of the Premier Industrial 

Foundation in Cleveland, will synthesize the work of the initial Commission 

meeting and, in consultation with Commission members and staff, will help 

design an action plan for the next meeting, on December 13 in New York City. 

The Commission was convened by the Mandel Associated Foundations in 

cooperation with JWB , the Association of Jewish Community Centers in North 

America and JESNA, the Jewish Education Service of North America, and in 

collaboration with CJF, t he Council of Jewish Federations. 

# # # # 
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For information contact: 
Henry R. Hecker 
JWB, 15 East 26th Street 
New York, NY 10010 
(212) 532-4949 

ADVISORY TO EDITORS 

Please find attached to this release a list of the prestigious names 
and brief bias of the men and women who have agreed to join this 
Commission on Jewish Education in North America. 

The list has been supplied because of the nature of this rare 
coming together of such highly-placed leaders of organized Jewry, 
the academic world, business and foundations. 

Commissioners are available, by appointment, for interview. 



COMMISSION ON JEWISH EDUCATION 
IN NORTH AMERICA 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

For information, contact: 
Henry R. Hecker 
JWB, 15 East 26th Street 
New York, NY 10010 
(212) 532-4949 

COMMISSION ON JEWISH EDUCATION 

IN NORTH AMERICA CONVENES 

JWB, JESNA Support Broad-Based 

Initiative to Strengthen Jewish Education 

As Tool for Jewish Continuity 

NEW YORK, NY - September 22,1988 -- The formation of a broad-based 

Commission on Jewish Education in North America has been announced by 

Morton L. Mandel of Cleveland, its chairman. 

Members of the Commission have been chosen to reflect the pluralistic nature 

of the Jewish people, and include top leaders of the organized Jewish 

community; heads of ins1itutions of higher learning, including leaders of the 

Orthodox, Conservative, Reform, and Reconstructionist branches; educators; 

Rabbis; distinguished representatives of the academic community, and 

founders and leaders of private Jewish foundations. Also included are the 

professionals who actually deliver Jewish education services: educators, 

teachers, heads of bureaus, schools and Jewish Community Centers . 

... more 



The goals of the Commission: to review the state of Jewish education in the 

context of contemporary Jewish life; to recommend practical policies that will 

set clear directions for Jewish education; to develop plans and programs for the 

implementation of these policies; to stimulate significant financial commitments 

and engage dedicated individuals and institutions in collaborative, communal 

action. 

The recent initial meeting in New York was pronounced "extraordinary" by 

Commission members, who were unanimous in their praise of the "diversity, 

energy and electricity" that marked this dramatic assemblage of top lay and 

professional leaders of organized Jewry and the academic and business 

worlds. 

"There have been other worthy commissions on the subject of Jewish 

education," Mr. Mandel stated, "but we are especially pleased with the depth 

and breadth of the affiliations and accomplishments of Commission members, 

and by the Commission's pluralistic nature, which reflects a readiness by 

Jewish leaders to seek common ground in our approach to the strengthening of 

Jewish identity and continuity. 

"Despite the heavy demands on their schedules," he continued, "all 44 of the 

members of this Commission accepted our invitation becaus•e of the belief that 

there may be a real opportunity to have a positive impact on future generations 

of Jews. 

. .. more 
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"Our young live in an open society with unlimited available choices, and we 

want to enhance the likelihood that they will choose to actively identify with the 

larger Jewish community. Our hope is to produce systemic change -- to cause 

something very significant to happen. The Commission has been convened to 

produce solid ideas that may go first to pilot project and then to implemen­

tation." 

Prior to their first meeting, participants were interviewed in depth, to solicit their 

perceived priorities and goals in Jewish education. The agenda for the opening 

meeting concentrated on prioritizing the resulting major issues and themes: the 

people who educate; the clients of education; the settings of education; the 

methods of education; the economics of education; the community: leadership 

and structures. 

"We will try to accomplish our goals by working together," Mandel said to the 

commissioners. "There are many points of view represented on this 

Commission, some of which seem to be contradictory and some of which are 

complementary. As yet there are no points of absolute consensus, although 

there are many with widespread support. But it is the variety of experience and 

the pluralistic makeup of this group, truly representing the richness of the 

Jewish experience," he continued, "that will allow us, together, to have a 

profound and positive effect on the process of transmitting Jewish values to our 

people. The Mandel Foundation has convened this Commission. From now on, 

it truly belongs to you. Where it goes, what it does, is in your hands." 

... more 

3 



The Commission will seek to make its work a participatory venture, because of 

its perception that Jewish continuity is a communal challenge. A major effort will 

be made to involve opinion makers, community leaders, scholars and educators 

as active participants in all stages of the work, including implementation of the 

recommendations. This communal approach can help shape new connections 

between individuals and the community of Jewish experience, strengthening 

the process of Jewish education as a sustaining force for Jewish life. 

Mandell Berman, president of the Council of Jewish Federations, noted his 

organization's pleasure at assistin:g in the early stages of the Commission and 

willingness to make this private/communal partnership succeed. He pointed out 

that seven federations have begun community-wide studies of Jewish 

education and expressed optimism about the "dozens of successful programs 

which can be assessed and replicated around the country." 

Donald R. Mintz, president of JWB, the Association of Jewish Community 

Centers in North America, told his fellow Commission members that the JCCs 

have long been aware of the importance of Jewish education in strengthening 

Jewish continuity. "This Commission," he said, "is timely and necessary. We all 

bring to the Commission the benefit of our various and significant positions in 

Jewish life. We represent many diverse organizations. We are, by our pluralistic 

nature, in position to deal with the growing threats to Jewish pluralism. We 

dedicate ourselves," he concluded, "to our future." 

... more 
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Bennett Yanowitz, president of JESNA, the Jewish Education Society of North 

America, also commenting on the pluralistic nature of the Jewish community, 

stated the Commission's "commitment to passing on knowledge of the glory of 

what it means to be a Jew -- to ours and to the next generations." He noted 

JESNA's desire to assist in identifying successful practices in Jewish education 

and to join in the search for new approaches. 

Commission Director Arthur J. Naparstek, President of the Premier Industrial 

Foundation in Cleveland, will synthesize the work of the initial Commission 

meeting and, in consultation with Commission members and staff, will design 

an action plan for the next meeting, on December 13 in New York City. 

The Commission was convened by the Mandel Associated Foundations, in 

cooperation with JWB, the Association of Jewish Community Centers in North 

America and JESNA, the Jewish Education Service of North America, and in 

collaboration with CJF, the Council of Jewish Federations. 
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COMMISSION ON JEWISR EDUCATION IN NORTH AMERICA 

Commission Members 

Mona Riklis Ackerman (Ph.D.), Riklis Family Foundation, 595 Madison Avenue, 
New York, NY 10022, (212) 888-2035' 
Dr. Ackerman is a clinical psychologist and President of the Riklis Family 
Foundation. She is active in UJA/Federation of Jewish Philanthropies of New 
York and American Friends of Rechov Sumsum. 

David Arnow (Ph .D. ), 1114 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10036, 
(212) 869-9700 
Mr. Arnow is a psychologist, President of the New Israel Fund and chair of the 
UJA/Federation of Jewish Philanthropies of New York Subcommittee on Governance. 

Mandell L. Berman, 29100 Northwestern Highway. Southfield, Michigan 48034, 
(313) 353-8390 
Mr. Berman was President of Smokler Corporation, a real estate developer. He 
is Chairman of the Skillman Foundation, President of the Council of Jewish 
Federations, and past President of the Detroit Federation. He served as 
Chairman of the American Association of Jewish Education and is Honorary 
Chairman of JESNA. 

Jack Bieler (Rabbi), 609 Winona Court , Silver Spring, Maryland 20902 
(301) 649-3044 
Rabbi Bieler is Coordinator of Judaic Studies and Supervisor of Instruction 
at the Hebrew Academy of Greater Washington. He has served as Chairman of 
the Talmud Department at Ramaz Day School and was a Jerusalem Fellow . 

Charles R. Bronfman, 1170 Peel Street , Montreal, Quebec R3B 4P2 , 
(514) 878-5201 
Mr. Bronfman is Co-Chairman and Chairman of the Executive Committee of The 
Seagram Company, Ltd., Chairman of The CRB Foundation and Honorary Chairman, 
Canada-Israel Securities Ltd. He is Director of the Canadian Council of 
Christians and Jews , and active in many civic and Jewish causes. 

John G. Colman, 4 Briar Lane, Glencoe , Illinois 60022, (312) 835-1209 
Mr. Colman is a private investor and business consultant. He is a member of 
the Executive Committee of the American Joint Distribution Committee and is 
active in a wide variety of Jewish and general institutions. 
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Maurice S. Corson (Rabbi), The Wexner Foundation, 41 S. High Street, 
Suite 3710, Columbus, Ohio 43215, (614) 461-8112 
Rabbi Corson is President of the Wexner Foundation. He was a director of t he 
Jewish Community Relations Council of Philadelphia, United Israel Appeal of 
Canada, and B'nai B'rith. He is active in many Jewish and civic causes. 

Lester Crown, 300 West Washington Street, Chicago , Illinois 60606, 
(312) 372-3600 
Mr. Crown is President of Henry Crown and Company, Chairman of the Board of 
Material Service Cerporation and Executive Vice-President of General Dynamics. 
He has served as Chairman of the Board of The Jewish Theological Seminary of 
America. 

David Dubin, JCC on the Palisades, 411 E. Clinton, Tenafly, New Jersey, 
(201) 569-7900 
Mr. Dubin is Executive Director of the Jewish Community Center on the Palisades 
and author of several articles in The Journal of Jewish Communal Service on 
Jewish education within Jewish community centers. 

Stuart E. Eizenstat, Powell, Goldstein, Frazer & Murphy, 1,001 Pennsylvania 
Avenue, N.W., Sixth Floor, Washington, D.C. 20004, (202) 347-0066 
Mr. Eizenstat practices law in Washington, D.C. and teaches at the Kennedy 
School of Government at Harvard University. He was Director of the domestic 
policy staff at The White House under the Carter Administration . He is active 
in many civic and Jewish organizations and speaks and writes widely on public 
policy. 

Joshua Elkin (Rabbi, Ed. D.), 74 Park Lane, Newton, Massachusetts 02159, 
(617) 332-2406 
Rabbi Elkin is Headmaster of the Solomon Schechter Day School of Boston. He 
has taught in the Jewish Education program at the Hornstein Program in Jewish 
Communal Service at Brandeis University and has just completed a year as a 
Jerusalem Fellow. 

Eli N. Evans. Charles H. Revson Foundation, 444 Madison Avenue, New York, 
NY 10022, (212) 935-3340 
~- Evans is Fresident of the Charles H. Revson Foundation which supports 
programs in urban affairs, Jewish and general education, and biomedical 
research policy. He has written two books on the history of Jews in the 
American South. 

Irwin S. Field, Liberty Vegetable Oil Company, P. 0. Box 351, Norwalk, 
California 90650, (213) 921-3567 
Mr. Field is President of Liberty Vegetable Oil, and Chairman of the Executive 
Committee of Luz International Ltd . He is Vice Chairman of the Jewish 
Federation of Los Angeles and a past National Chairman of the United Jewish 
Appeal. He serves many other national and international organizations. 
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Max M. Fisher, Fisher Building, 27th Floor, 3011 Grand Boulevard, Detroit, 
Michigan 48202, (313) 871-8000 
Mr. Fisher was Chairman of the Board of Governors of The Jewish Agency for 
Israel, President of the Council of Jewish Federations, and President of the 
United Jewish Appeal. He was Chairman of United Brands Company and has been 
involved with many other corporations and civic and Jewish organizations. 

Alfred Gottschalk- (Rabbi, Ph.D.), Hebrew Union College, 3101 Cli£ton Avenue, 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220-2488, (513) 221-1875 
Rabbi Gottschalk is President of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion. He has written extensively on ethics, education and Jewish 
intellectual history. 

Arthur Green (Rabbi, Ph.D.), Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, Church Road 
and Greenwood Avenue, Yyncote, Pennsylvania 19095, (215) 576-0800 
Dr. Green is President of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College and the 
author of many books and articles including Tormented Master; A Life of Rabbi 
Nahman of Bratslav. 

Irving Greenberg (Rabbi, Ph.D.), The National Jewish Center for Learning and 
Leadership, 421 Seventh Avenue, New York, NY 10001, (212) 714-9500 
Rabbi Greenberg i$ President and co-founder of Cl.AL: The National Jewish 
Center for Learning and Leadership. He founded and chaired the Department of 
Judaic Studies at City College and has taught and written widely on Jewish 
thoughts and religion. 

Robert I. Hiller, Zanvyl Krieger Fund, 101 Y. Mount Royal Avenue, Baltimore, 
Maryland 21201, (301) 727-4828 
Mr. Hiller is a consultant to non-profit organizations and President of the 
Zanvyl Krieger Fund. He has been chief professional officer of the Council of 
Jewish Federations and the Jewish Federations in Pittsburgh and Baltimore. 

David Hirschhorn, The Blaustein Building, P . 0. Box 238, ~alti.more, Maryland 
21203 , (301) 347 - 7200 
Mr. Hirschhorn is Vice Chairman of American Trading and Production 
Corporation. He is a Vice President of the American Jewish Committee and 
active in Jewish ed~cation in Baltiwore . 

Carol K. Ingall, Bureau of Jewish Education of Rhode Island, 130 Sessions 
Street, Providence, Rhode Island 02906, (401) 331-0956 
Mrs. Ingall is Executive Director of the Bureau of Jewish Education of Rhode 
Island, curriculum consultant to the Jewish Theological Seminary and 
representative of the Council for Jewish Education to the Conference on Jewish 
Communal Service. 



Ludwig Jesselson, Philipp Brothers, Inc. 1221 Avenue of the Americas, New York, 
NY 10020, (212) 575-5900 
Mr. Jesselson bas served as Chairman of Philipp Brothers, Inc., Chairman of the 
Board of Governors of Bar Ilan University, Treasurer of the Board of Yeshiva 
University and President of UJA/Federation of Jewish Philanthropies of New York 
Joint Campaign. 

Henry Koschitzky, 57 York Downs Drive, Downsview, Ontario M3H 1H7 Canada, 
(416) 781- 5545 
Mr. Koschitzky, a former Rhodes Scholar, is President of Iko Industries Ltd. 
He has served as Chairman of the Board of Jewish Education in Toronto. 

Mark Lainer, 17527 Magnolia Boulevard, Encino, California 91316, (818) 787-1400 
Mr. Lainer is an attorney and rea1 estate developer. He is active with the 
Jewish Federation of Los Angeles, Vice President of JESNA, and has been 
involved with many other civic and Jewish organizations. 

Norman Lamm (Rabbi, Ph.D.), Yeshiva University, 500 West 185th Street , New 
York, NY 10033, (212) 960-5280 
Dr. Lamm is President of Yeshiva University, founder 
the author of many books including Faith and Doubt. 
President ' s Commission on the Holocaust and lectures 
law and ethics. 

of Tradition magazine and 
He was a member of the 
extensively on Judaism. 

Sara S. Lee, Rhea Hirsch School of Education, Hebrew Union College, 
3077 University Avenue, Los Angeles, California 90007-3796, (213) 749-3424 
Mrs. Lee is Director of the Rhea Hirsch School of Education at Hebrew Union 
College in Los Angeles and Vice Chairman of the Association of Institutions of 
Higher Learning in Jewish Education. She is a frequent contributor to 
conferences and publications on Jewish education. 

Seymour Martin Lipset (Ph.D.) , Stanford University, 213 Hoover Memorial 
Building, Stanford, California 94305, (415) 723- 4741 
Professor Lipset is a Senior Fellow in political science and sociology at the 
Hoover Institution at Stanford University. He has been co-editor of Public 
Opinion and author of many books including Political Man and The Politics of 
Unreason. 

Haskel Lookstein (Rabbi, Ph.D.), Ra:maz School, 125 East 85th Street, New York, 
NY 10028, (212) 427-1000 
Rabbi Lookstein is Principal of Ramaz School and Rabbi of Congregation Kehilath 
Jeshurun. He teaches at Yeshiva University and has served in leadership roles 
with the National Rabbinic Cabinet, the New York Board of Rabbis, the Coalition 
to Free Soviet Jews and the UJA-Federation of New York. 



Robert E. Loup. Loup-Miller Construction Company, 10065 E. Harvard Avenue, 
Suite 900, Denver, Colorado 80231, (303) 745 - 7000 
Mr. Loup is a real estate developer. He is life president of the Allied Jewish 
Federation of Denver, National Chairman of CUL, and past national chairman of 
the United Jewish Appeal. 

Morton L. Mandel, Premier Industrial Corporation, 4500 Euclid Avenue, 
Cleveland, Ohio 44103 , (216) 391-8300 
Mr. Mandel is Chairman of the Board of Premier. He has been President of the 
Jewish Community Federation of Cleveland, the Council of Jewish Federations, 
and J1IB. 

Matthew J. Maryles, Oppenheimer and Company, Inc., 1 World Financial Center, 
200 Liberty Street, New York , NY 10281, (212) 667-7420 
Mr . Maryles is a Managing Director of Oppenheimer and Company, Inc., a New York 
investment banking firm. He is President of Yeshivah of Flatbush, Chairman of 
the Fund for Jewish Education and Vice President of UJA/Federation of Jewish 
Philanthropies of New York. 

Florence Melton, 1000 Urlin Avenue, #1505, Columbus , Ohio, 43212, 
(614) 224-5239 
Mrs. Melton has been active in Jewish education on the local, national and 
international level. Through her philanthropic efforts, she has initiated 
numerous innovative projects in Jewish education in America and Israel. 

Donald R. Mintz, McGlinchey, Stafford, Mintz, Cellini & Lang, 643 Magazine 
Street, New Orleans, Louisianna 70130, (504) 586-1200 
Mr. Mintz is Founder and Director of McGlinchey, Stafford, Mintz, Cellini and 
Lang and a Professor at Tulane University Law School. He was President of the 
New Orleans Federation and is now President of JWB. 

Lester Pollack, Lazard Freres & Company, One Rockefeller Plaza, New York, NY 
10020, (212) 373-4904 
Mr . Pollack is a General Partner of Lazard Freres and Chief Executive Officer 
of Centre Partners. He is Vice President of the JWB and of OJA/Federation of 
Jewish Philanthropies of New York. 

Charles Ratner, Forest City Enterprises , Inc., 10800 Brookpark Road, Cleveland, 
Ohio 44130, (216) 267-1200 
Mr. Ratner is Executive Vice President of Forest City Enterprises, Inc. He is 
Vice President of the Jewish Community Federation of Cleveland, Chairman of the 
Cleveland Commission on Jewish Continuity , and of the Cleveland Jewish Welfare 
Fund campaign. He is active in other civic and Jewish organizations. 



Esther Leah Ritz, 929 N. Astor Street, #2107-8, Milwaukee , Wisconsin 53202, 
(414) 291-9220 
Mrs. Ritz has been President of JWB and Vice President of the Council of Jewish 
Federations. She i s Vice Chairman of Wurzweiler School of Social Work at 
Yeshiva University and is a Past President of the Jewish Federation in 
Milwaukee. 

Harriet L. Rosenthal, 368 Woodland Place, South Orange, New Jersey, 07079 
(201) 762 - 7242 
Mrs. Rosenthal is a Vice President of JWB. She was a delegate of the National 
Council of Jewish Women to the Conference of Presidents, and serves on the 
Board of The National Conference on Soviet Jewry. 

Alvin I. Schiff (Ph.D.), Board of Jewish Education of Greater New York, 
426 West 58th Street, New York, NY 10019, (212) 245-8200 
Dr. Schiff is Executive Vice President of the Board of Jewish Education of 
Greater New York, Editor of Jewish Education and Professor of Jewish Education 
at Yeshiva University. He is past president of the Council for Jewish 
Education. 

Ismar Schorsch (Rabbi, Ph.D.), Jewish Theological Seminary, 3080 Broadway, 
New York, NY 10027, (212) 678-8072 
Dr. Schorsch is Chancellor and Professor of Jewish History at the Jewish 
Theological Seminary of America. He has served as President of the Leo Baeck 
Institute and has published in the area of European Jewish history. 

Harold M. Schulweis (Rabbi, Th.D. ) , Valley Beth Shalom, 15739 Ventura 
Boulevard, Enci no, California 91436, (818) 788-6000 
Rabbi Schulweis is Rabbi of Valley Beth Shalom Congregation of Encino. He is a 
contributing editor to Reconstructionist, Sh'ma , and Moment magazines. Be has 
taught at the University of Judaism and Hebrew Union College in Los Angeles and 
is on the faculty of the B'nai B'rith Adult Education Commission. 

Daniel S. Shapiro, Schulte, Roth & Zabel, 900 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10022, 
(212) 758-0404 
Mr. Shapiro is a partner in Schulte, Roth and Zabel. He has served as 
President of the Federation of Jewish Philanthropies of New York and is Vice 
President of the Council of Jewish Federations. 

Margaret W. Tishman, 1095 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10028, (212) 980-1000 
Mrs. Tishman is President of the UJA/Federation of Jewish Philanthropies of New 
York. She has served in leadership roles with the Jewish Community Relations 
Council of New York, the Jewish Theological Seminary, and Yeshiva University. 
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Isadore Twersky (Rabbi , Ph.D.), Harvard University, Center for Jewish Studies, 
6 Divinity Avenue, Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138, (617) 495-4326 
Professor Twersky is Nathan Littauer Professor of Hebrew Literature and 
Philosophy and Director of the Center for Jewish Studies at Harvard 
University. He has written numerous scholarly books and studies in Jewish 
philosophy and law. 

Bennett Yanowitz, Bond Court Building, 1300 East 9th Street, Cleveland, Ohio 
44114, (216) 696-3311 
Mr. Yanowitz is a principal in the firm of Kahn, Kleinman, Yanowitz and Arnson. 
He is President of JESNA. He has served as Vice President 0£ the Jewish 
Community Federation of Cleveland and Chairman of the National Jewish Community 
Relations Advisory Council. 

Isaiah Zeldin (Rabbi), Stephen S. Wise Temple, 15500 Stephen S. Wise Drive, 
Los Angeles, Cali£ornia 90077, (213) 476 -8561 
Rabbi Zeldin is the Founder and Rabbi of the Stephen S. Wise Temple in Los 
Angeles. He is founding dean of the Los Angeles branch of Hebrew Union 
College, and past president of the Pacific Association of Reform Rabbis and the 
American Zionist Council. 
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(CJF News Briefs) 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 12 , 198 9 

Contact : 
Vir ginia Levi 
216/391- 8300 

JEWISH EDUCATION IS FOCUS OF CJF 
PARTICIPATION IN NATIONAL COMMISSION 

Stepping up a n already significant commitment to placing 

Jewish educat ion high on t h e agenda of communal organizat ions, 

CJF has j o i ned forces with t he Commi ssion on Jewish Education in 

North America . The Commiss ion is supported by the Mandel 

Ass ociat ed Foundat ions, in c oope rat ion with JWB and t he Jewish 

Education Service of North America (JESNA), and in collaboration 

with CJF. Chaired by former CJF President Morton L. Mandel , the 

47 member Commission is exploring ways to enhance national and 

local efforts to build the field of Jewish education in formal 

and informal settings. "Our goal is to produce systemic change-­

to cause something significant to happen," said Mor t Mandel . 

"The Commission has been convened to produce sol id ideas for 

across- the- board improvement in Jewish Education , and to see them 

through to implementation . " 

One thrust of the Commission is Jewish continuity, an issue 

of primary importance to the Jewish community. With eleven 

Federati ons engaged in local efforts to strengthen Jewish 

cont inuit y t hrough improved Jewish education, and with its 

Committee on Jewish Continuity and Identity already in pla ce, CJF 

leadership has become an important partner to the Commission . 

Commissioners with s trong t ies t o local Federations or CJF, 

including CJF President Mandell Berman , are working with other 

Commissioners in foundations, JCC's , bureaus, seminaries and 

colleges as t h e Commission moves toward its goal of defining 

those areas where intervention could significantly affect the 

impact of Jewish education/Jewi sh continuity in North America. 

Now reaching the mid- point in its projected 2 year time 

frame, the Commission h as identified a wide variety of program 

areas (e . g. early childhood, schools, informal education, the 

media , Israel Exper ience programs, progr ams for college students) 

which offer significant opport unities for across- the- board 

--more- -
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i mpr ovement in Jewish education. Any of these areas could have 

served as the basis for the Commission ' s agenda . However, the 
Commission ' s work has focused on two major areas wher e 

coordinat ed effort can create the climat e Jewish education needs 

t o move forward. One is to deal wit h the shortage of qualified 

personnel ; the other is to deal with community--its structures, 

leaders hip and f unding as major agents for change. 

The Commission has found that issues of personnel and 

community are interre late d, and that a ny s t rat egy must involve 

t hem both. They a r e consider ed enabli ng options, or p r e ­

condit ions for effecting a l l program areas. "To deal effectively 

wit h t he per sonnel option requires t hat recruitment, training, 

profession-building and r e tentio n be addressed simultaneously, 11 

said Mr. Mandel . "If we hope to recruit outstanding people, they 

will have to believe that the community is embarking on a new era 

for Jewish education. Our challenge is to produce ideas that 

change the way community's address Jewish education--through 

i nvolving outstanding leadership, generating significant 

additi onal funding, building the appropriate structure, changing 

the climate . " A major dir ect ion for the c oming months i s 

identifying way s to encourage leaders in synagogue s , Federations , 

b urea us, foundations and JCC's to place Jewish educati on high e r 

on thei r l i st of priorities. 

"This joint emphasis on personnel and community rea lly 

capt ures the natu r e of t he challenge, 11 sai d Mr. Mandel. 

"Bringing about change in these areas through implementation is 

vast and complex . It will require the involvement of local 

community leadership, in concert with national organizations and 

training institutions. CJF and other organizat i ons wi th strong 

community ties and c ontinental perspectiv e s can contri bute to 

strategies that work at both levels. " The Com.mission's :focus in 

upcoming month s will be on what should be done in areas of 

personnel and community--ARE THERE ANY IMPORTANT IDEAS?; and, how 

should i t be done--ARE THERE STRATEGIES FOR IMPLEMENTATION? 

###### 
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FOR I MMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 12, 1989 

Cont act: 
Virginia Levi 
216/391- 8300 

EDUCATION AS A COMMUNITY CONCERN 
INVOLVES JWB IN NATIONAL COMMISSION 

Moving to expand the agenda for community- based Jewish 

education, JWB last year joined with two other national 

organizations t o form the Commission on Jewish Education in North 

America . The Commission is supported by the Mandel Associated 

Foundations , in cooperation with JWB and the Jewish Education 

Service of Nort h America (JESNA), and in collabor ation with CJF. 

Chaired by former JWB President Mo r ton L. Mandel , the 47 

member Commission is exploring ways to enhance national and local 

efforts to build the field of Jewish education: not only 

classroom instruction but all the settings in which learning 

takes place--within the family circle, at camps and community 

centers, through print and electronic media, and through 

experiences in Israel. "Our hope is to produce systemic change-­

to cause something significant to happen," said Mort Mandel. 

"The Commission has been convened to produce solid ideas for 

across-the- board improvement in Jewish education, and to see them 

through to implementation." 

With a blueprint to strengthen educational aspects of 

service delivery within JCC's, JWB is an important partner to the 

Commission . commissioners closely associated with the Jewish 

community center movement, including JWB President Donald R. 
Mintz , are working with other commissioners in Federations, 

foundations, seminaries and colleges as the Commission moves 

toward its goal of defining those areas where intervention could 

significantly affect the impact of Jewish education/Jewish 

continuity in North America. "The Commission is timely and 

necessary , " said Donald Mintz . "We represent many diverse 

organizations. We are, by our pluralist ic nature, in a position 

to deal with the growing threats to Jewish pluralism." 

Now reaching the mid- point in its projected 2 year time 

frame , the Commission has identified a wide variety of program 

areas (e.g. early childhood, schools, informal education, the 

--more--
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media, Isr ael Experience programs, programs for college students) 

which offer significant opportunities for across- the- board 

improvement in Jewish education. Any of these areas could have 

s erved as the basis for the Commission ' s agenda . However, the 

Commission's work has focused on two major areas where 

coordinated effort can create the climate Jewish education ne eds 

to move forward. One is to deal with the shortage of qualified 

personnel ; the other is to deal with community--its structures, 

leadership and funding as major agent s for change. 

The Commission has found that issues of personnel and 

community are interrelated, and that any strategy must inv olve 

them both . They are considered enabling options, or pre­

conditions for e ffe c t i ng all program areas . " To deal effec tively 

with the personne l option requires that recruitment, training, 

profession-building and retention b e a d dres sed simultaneously ," 

said Mr . Mandel. "If we hope to r ecruit ou tsta nd ing people, they 

will have t o believe that the community i s embarking on a new era 

for Jewish education. Our c hallenge is t o produc e ideas that 

change the way community 's address Jewish education- - through 

involvi ng outstanding lea dership , gener ating significant 

additional funding , buil ding the appropri a t e s tructure, changing 

the climate." A major d i rec t ion for t he coming months is 

identifying ways to e ncou rage lea ders in s ynagogues, Federations, 

bureau s, foundation s and J CC ' s t o place Jewish e d ucation higher 

on their list of prioritie s. 

" This joint e mphasis on p e rsonnel and community really 

captures the nature of the challenge," said Mr. Mandel . 

"Bringing about change in these areas through implementation is 

vast and complex . It will require the involvement of local 

community leadership, i n concert with national organi zations and 

training institutions. JWB, representing the major settings for 

informal education, and other organizations with strong community 

ties and continental perspectives can contribute to strategies 

that work at both levels." The Commission 's focus in upcomi ng 

months will be on what should be done in areas of personnel and 

community--ARE THERE ANY IMPORTANT IDEAS?; and , how should it be 

done--ARE THERE STRATEGIES FOR IMPLEMENTATION? 

## #### 
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JEWISH EDUCATION IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY 
TAKES ON A CONTINENTAL SCOPE 

At a time when professional and lay leaders are asking what 

more they can do to help Jewish education, JESNA has joined with 

two other national organizations to form the Commission on Jewish 

Education in North America. The Commission is supported by the 

Mandel Associated Foundations, in cooperation with JWB and the 

Jewish Education Service of North America, and in collaboration 

with CJF. 

Headed by Morton L. Mandel, Chairma n of the Mandel 

Associated Foundations , the 47 member Commission is explori ng 

ways to enhance national and local efforts to build the field of 

Jewish education: in all settings i n which learning takes place­

-within the £amily circle, in the classroom, at camps and 

community centers , thr ough pri nt and e lec tronic media, and 

through experiences i n Israe l. " Our h ope i s t o produce systemic 

change--to cause s omethi ng s igni fic ant to happen," said Mort 

Mandel. "The Commi ssion has b e en c onvened t o p r oduce solid ideas 

for across-the-board i mprove ment in Jewish e duc ation, and to see 

them through to implementation." 

One thrust of the Commission is J ewish continuity, an issue 

of primary importanc e to the J ewish community. With a strategy 

in place to bring leadership together to consider four particular 

issues in Jewish education, JESNA has become an important partner 

to the Commission. Commissioners directly involved in Jewish 

education, including JESNA President Bennett Yanowitz and Vice 

President Mark Lainer, are working with other Commissioners in 

religious institutions, Federations, foundations , bureaus and 

JCC's as the Commission moves toward its goal of defining those 

areas where intervention could significantly affect the i mpact of 

Jewish education/ Jewish continuity in North America. 

Now reaching the mid-point of its projected 2 year time 

frame, the Commission has identified a wide variety of program 

--more--
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a reas (e . g. early childhood, schools, informal education , the 

media, I srael Experience programs, programs for college students} 
which offer signifi,cant opportunities for acros,s-the-board 

improvement in Jewish education. Any of these areas could have 

served as the basis for the Commission's agenda. However, the 

Commission ' s work has focused on two major areas where 

coordinated effort can create the climate Jewish education needs 

to move forward . One is to deal with the shortage of qualified 

personnel; the other is to deal with community--its structures, 

leadership and funding as major agents for change . 

The Commission has found that issues of personnel and 

community are interrelated, and that any strategy must involve 

them both. They are considered enabling options, or pre­

conditions for effecting all program areas. "To deal effectively 

with the personnel option requires that recruitment, training, 

profession-building and retention be addressed simultaneously," 

said Mr . Mandel. "If we hope to recruit outstanding people, they 

will have to believe that the community is embarking on a new era 

for Jewish education. Our challenge is to produce ideas that 

change the way community's address Jewish education--through 

involving outstanding leadership, generating significant 

additional. funding, building the appropriate structure, changing 

the climate." A major direction -for the coming months is 

identifying ways to encourage leaders in synagogues, Federations, 

bureaus, foundations and JCC's to place Jewish education higher 

on their l.ist of priorities. 

"This joint emphasis on personnel and community really 

captures t he nature of the challenge," said Mr. Mandel . 

"Bringing about change in these areas through implementation is 

vast and complex. It will require the involvement of local 

community leadership, in concert with national organizations and 

training institutions. JESNA and other organizations with strong 
community ties and continental perspectives can contribute to 

strategies that work at both levels . " The Commission's focus in 

upcoming months will be on what should be done in areas of 

personnel and community--ARE THERE ANY IMPORTANT IDEAS?; and, how 

should it be done--ARE THERE STRATEGIES FOR IMPLEMENTATION? 

###### 
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SPONSORSHIP: 
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organizations. 

PURPOSE: The Commission was established to deal with the problem of 
ensuring meaningful Jewish continuity through Jewish educat ion for the Jews 
of North America. Specifically, its charge is: 

a. to review the field of Jewish education in the context of 
contemporary Jewish life; 
b. to recommend practical policies that will set clear directions for 
Jewish education; 
c. to develop plans and programs for the implementation of th.ese 
policies; 
d. to stimulate significant financial commitments and engage committed 
individuals and institutions in collaborative, communal action. 

FOCUS: 
. . ... the examination of what Jewish communities and educational 

institutions must do to professionalize Jewish education and to 
attract, inspire, encourage and train professionals. 

Work is being undertaken in various program areas (e.g. early childhood, 
d_ay schools, supplementary schools, informal education , the media, Israel 
Experience programs, programs for college students). Two areas hav e been 
identified as pre- conditions for all other programs: 

a . personnel development through coordinated systems of recruitment, 
training, compensation and professional advancement; and 
b. local community development to inspire the leadership and financial 
support required. 

Personnel and community options are interrelated, and any strategy for 
i mproving Jewish education/ Jewish continuity must involve them both. 

OUTCOMES: 
The Commission expects to issue a report in the Summer of 1990 . 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 12, 1989 

Contact: 
Virginia Levi 
216/391-8300 

EDUCATION AS A COMMUNITY CONCERN 
INVOLVES JWB IN NATIONAL COMMISSION 

Moving to expand the agenda for community-based Jewish 

education, JWB last year joined with two other national 

organizations to form the Commission on Jewish Education in North 

America. The Commission is supported by the Mandel Associated 

Foundations, in cooperation with JWB and the Jewish Education 

Service of North America (JESNA)r and in collaboration with CJF. 

Chaired by former JWB President Morton L. Mandel, the 47 

member Commission is exploring ways to enhance national and local 

efforts to build the field of Jewish education: not only 

classroom instruction but all the settings in which learning 

takes place--within the family circle, at camps and community 

centers, through print and electronic media, and through 

experiences in Israel. "Our hope is to produce systemic change-­

to cause something significant to happen," said Mort Mandel . 

"The Commission has been convened to produce solid ideas for 

across-the- board improvement in Jewish education, and to see them 

through to implementation." 

With a blueprint to strengthen educational aspects of 

service delivery within JCC's, JWB is an important partner to the 

Commission. Commissioners closely associated with the Jewish 

community center movement, including JWB President Donald R. 

Mintz, are working with other Commissioners in Federations, 

foundations, seminaries and colleges as the Commission moves 

toward its goal of defining those areas where intervention could 

significantly affect the impact of Jewish education/Jewish 

continuity in North America. "The Commission is timely and 

necessary," said Donald Mintz. "We represent many diverse 

organizations. We are, by our pluralistic nature, in a position 

to deal with the growing threats to Jewish pluralism." 

Now reaching the mid- point in its projected 2 year time 

frame, the Commission has identified a wide variety of program 

areas (e . g. early childhood, schools, informal education, the 

--more--
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media , Israel Experience programs, programs for college students) 

which offer significant opportunities for across-the- board 

improvement in Jewish education. Any of these areas could have 

served as the basis for the Commission's agenda . However, the 

Commission's work has focused on two major areas where 

coordinated effort can create the climate Jewish education needs 

to move forward . One is to deal with the shortage of qualified 

personnel; the other is to deal with eommunity-- its structures, 

leadership and funding as major agents for change. 

The Commission has found that issues of personnel and 

community are interrelated, and that any strategy must involve 

them both. They are considered enabling options, or pre­

conditions for effecting all program areas. "To deal effectively 

with the personnel option requires that recruitment , training, 

profes sion-b u i l ding and retention be addressed simultaneously," 

said Mr . Mandel. "If we hope to recruit outstanding people, they 

will have to believe that the community is embar k ing on a new era 

for Jewish education. Our challenge is to produce ideas that 

change the way community's address Jewish education--through 

involving outstanding leadership, generating significant 

adqitional funding, building the appropriate structure, changing 

the climate." A major direction for the coming months is 

identifying ways to encourage leaders in synagogues , Federations, 

bureaus , foundations and JCC's to place Jewish education higher 

on their list of priorities. 

"This joint emphasis on personnel and community really 
captures the nature of the challenge," said Mr. Mandel. 

"Bringing about change in these areas through implementation is 

vast and complex. It will require the involvement of local 

community leadership, in concert with national organizations and 

training institutions. JWB, representing the major settings for 

informal education , and other organizations with strong community 

ties and continental perspectives can contribute to strategies 

that work at both levels." The Commission's focus in upcoming 

months will be on what should be done in areas of personnel and 

community--ARE THERE ANY IMPORTANT IDEAS?; and, how should it be 

done-- ARE THERE STRATEGIES FOR IMPLEMENTATION? 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 12, 1989 

Contact: 
Virginia Levi 
216/391-8300 

JEWISH EDUCATION IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY 
TAKES ON A CONTINENTAL SCOPE 

At a time when professional and lay leaders are asking what 

more they can do to help Jewish education, JESNA has joined with 

two other national organizations to form the Commission on Jewish 

Education in North America. The Commission is supported by the 

Mandel Associated Foundations, in cooperation with JWB and the 

Jewish Education Service of North. America, and in collaboration 

with CJF. 

Headed by Morton L. Mandel, Chairman of the Mandel 

Associated Foundations, the 47 member Commission is exploring 

ways to enhance national and local efforts to build the field of 

Jewish education: in all settings in which learning takes place­

-within the family circle, in the classroom, at camps and 

community centers, through print and electronic media, and 

through experiences in Israel. "Our hope is to produce systemic 

change-- to cause something significant to happen," said Mort 

Mandel . "The Commission has been convened to produce solid ideas 

for across-the-board improvement in Jewish education, and to see 

them through to implementation." 

One thrust of the Commission is Jewish continuity, an issue 

of primary importance to the Jewish community. With a strategy 

in place to bring leadership together to consider four particular 

issues in Jewish education, JESNA has become an important partner 

to the Commission. Commissioners directly involved in Jewish 

education, including JESNA President Bennett Yanowitz and Vice 

President Mark Lainer , are working with other Commissioners in 

religious institutions, Federations, foundations, bureaus and 

JCC's as the Commission moves toward its goal of defining those 

areas where intervention could significantly affect the impact of 

Jewish education/Je-wish continuity in North America. 

Now reaching the mid- point of its projected 2 year time 

frame, the Commission has identified a wide variety of program 
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areas (e.g. early childhood, schools, informal education, the 

media, Israel Experience programs, programs for college students) 

which offer significant opportunities for across-the-board 

improvement in Jewish education . Any of these areas could have 

served as the basis for the Commission's agenda. However, the 

Commission's work has focused on two major areas where 

coordinated effort can create the climate Jewish education needs 

to move forward. One is to deal with the shortage of qualified 

personnel; the other is to deal with comm.unity--its structures, 

leadership and funding as major agents for change. 

The Commission has found that issues of personnel and 

community are interrelated, and that any s t r~tegy must involve 

them both. They are considered enabling options, or pre­

conditions for effecting all program areas. "To deal effectively 

with the personnel option requires that recruitment, training, 

profession-building and retention be addressed simultaneously," 

said Mr. Mandel. "If we hope to recruit outstanding people, they 

will have to believe that the community is embarking on a new era 

for Jewish education. Our challenge is to produce ideas that 

change the way community's address Jewish education--through 

involvi_ng outstanding leadership, generating significant 

additional funding, building the appropriate structure, changing 

the climate." .A major direction for the coming months is 

identifying ways to encourage leaders in synagogues, Federations, 

bureaus, foundations and JCC's to place Jewish education higher 

on their list of priorities. 

"This joint emphasis on personnel and community really 

captures the nature of the challenge," said Mr. Mandel. 

"Bringing about change in these areas through implementation is 

vast and complex. It will require the involvement of local 

community leadership, in concert with national organizations and 

training institutions. JESNA and other organizations with strong 

community ties and continental perspectives can contribute to 

strategies that work at both levels." The Commission's focus in 

upcoming months will be on what should be done in areas of 

personnel and community--ARE THERE ANY IMPORTANT IDEAS?; and, how 

should it be done--ARE THERE STRATEGIES FOR IMPLEMENTATION? 
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JEWISH EDUCATION IS FOCUS OF CJF 
PARTICIPATION IN NATIONAL COMMISSION 

Stepping up an already significant commitment to placing 
Jewish education high on the agenda of communal organizations, 

CJF has joined forces with the Commission on Jewish Education in 

North America. The Commission is supported by the Mandel 

Associated Foundations, in cooperation with JWB and the Jewish 

Education Service of North America (JESNA), and in collaboration 

with CJF. Chaired by former CJF President Morton L. Man~el, the 

47 member Commission is exploring ways to enhance national and 

local efforts to build the field of Jewish education in formal 

and informal settings. "Our goal is to produce systemic change-­

to cause something significant to happen," said Mort Mandel. 

"The Commission has been convened to produce solid ideas for 

across-the-board improvement in Jewish Education, and to see them 

through to implementation." 

One thrust of tne Commission is Jewish continuity, an issue 

of primary importance to the Jewish community. With eleven 

Federations engaged in local efforts to strengthen Jewish 

continuity through improved Jewish education, and with its 

Committee on Jewish Continuity and Identity already in place, CJF 

leadership has become an important partner to the Commission. 

Commissioners with strong ties to local Federations or CJF, 

including CJF President Mande11 Bermanr are working with other 

Commissioners in foundations, JCC's, bureaus, seminaries and 

colleges as the Commission moves toward its goal of defining 

those areas where intervention could significantly affect the 

impact of Jewish education/Jewish continuity in North America. 

Now reaching the mid- point in its projected 2 year time 

frame, the Commission has identified a wide variety of program 

areas (e.g. early childhood, schools, informal education, the 

media, Israel Experi,ence programs, programs for college students) 

which offer significant opportunities for across-the- board 

- -more--



. 
• 

. ,., . 

(CJF News Briefs, page 2) 

improvement in Jewish education. Any of these areas could have 

served as the basis for the Commission's agenda . However, the 

Commission's work has focused on two major areas where 

coordinated effort can create the climate Jewish education needs 

to move forward. One is to deal with the shortage of qualified 

personnel; the other is to deal with community--its structures, 

leadership and funding as major agents for change. 

The Commission has found that issues of personnel and 

community are interrelated, and that any strategy must involve 

them both. They are considered enabling options , or pre­

conditions for effecting all program areas. "To deal effectively 

with the personnel option requires that recruitment, training, 
profession-tiuil.ding and retention be addressed simultaneously," 

said Mr. Mandel . "If we hope to recruit outstanding people, they 

will have to believe that the community is embarking on a new era 

for Jewish education. Our challenge is to produce ideas that 

change the way community's address Jewish education--through 

involving outstanding leadership, generating significant 

additional funding, building the appropriate structure, changing 

the climate." A major direction for the coming months is 

identifying ways to encourage leaders in synagogues, Federations, 

bureaus, foundations and JCC's to place Jewish education higher 

on their list of priorities. 

"This joint emphasis on personnel and community really 

captures the nature of the challenge," said Mr. Mandel. 

"Bringing about change in these areas through implementation is 

vast and complex. It will require the involvement of local 

community leadership, in concert with national organizations and 

training institutions . CJF and other organizations with strong 

community ties and continental perspectives can contribute to 

strategies that work at both levels." The Commission's focus in 

upcoming months will be on what should be done in areas of 

personnel and community--ARE THERE ANY IMPORTANT IDEAS?; and, how 

should it be done--ARE THERE STRATEGIES FOR IMPLEMENTATION? 
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PURPOSE: The Commission was established to deal with the problem of 
ensuring meaningful Jewish continuity through Jewish education for the Jews 
of North Alnerica. Specifically, its charge is: 

a. to review the field of Jewish education in the context of 
contemporary Jewish life; 
b. to recommend practical policies that will set clear directions for 
Jewish education; 
c . to develop plans and programs for the implementation of these 
policies ; 
d . to stimulate significant financial commitments and engage committed 
individuals and institutions in collaborative, communal action. 

FOCUS : 
. .. .. the examinat ion of what Jewish communities and educational 

institutions must do to professionalize Jewish education and to 
attract, inspire, encourage and train professionals. 

Work is being undertaken in various program areas (e.g. early childhood, 
day schools , supplementary schools, informal education, the media, Israel 
Experience programs , programs for coll ege students). Two areas have been 
identified as pre- conditions for all other programs: 

a. personnel development t hrough coordinated syst ems of recruitment, 
training , compensation a nd professional advancement; and 
b. local community development to inspire the leadership and financial 
support r equired . 

Personnel and community options are interrelat ed, and any str ategy for 
improving Jewish education/Jewish continuit y must involve them both. 
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The Commission expects to issue a report in the Summer of 1990. 
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CJF Director of Research 
Barry Kosmin delivered the 
keynote address on "Research 
in the Real World of 
Nonprofits" at a recent 
workshop on "Planning and 
Managing Research in 
Nonprofit Organizations: 
Working with Consultants and 
Research Firms" sponsored by 
the New York chapter of the 
American Association for 
Public Opinion Research 
(AAPOR) ... Associate Executive 
Vice President Don Feldst.ein 
spoke at the annual meeting of 
the R ockland County 
Federation ... Joe Cohen, 
Director of Community 
Services, was in Greenwich to 
meet with Gre enwich and 
Stamford leadership to explore 
the possible merger of the two 
communities ... 

Sue Stevens, Women's 
Division Director, met with the 
Executive Committee and 
Board of the Fort Lau derdale 
Federation and addressed the 
Board and Women's Division's 
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Several Federations Approach 
'Passage to Freedom' Goal 

Results from the Passage t.o Freedom campaign, whose projected 
goal is $75 million, continue to be gratifying. As of mid-June, the 
total number of dollars raised by Federations is $26,526,534. Many 
Federations have been successful in nearing or even reaching their 
community goal including: Atlanta, Baltimore, Columbus, Detroit. 
New Haven. Rhode Island and st. Louis. 

CJF is particularly pleased that most communities are 
conducting tbis special ca.mpaign in accordance with the nationa]l 
guidelines distributed by the CJF Monitoring and Accountability 
Committee chaired by Mandell L. Berman, President of CJF. Funds 
are beginning to accwnulate in a national pool a.nd an initial 
distribution of some of the domestic portion is expected to be made 
shortly. The division of proceeds from the UJA Special Campaign 
will be on a 50-50 basis, with half to be allocated for overseas 
services with a majority going to Israel, and the other half to be 
used for domestic resettlement. 

On the legislative front, Congress has passed and the President 
is expected to sign a supplemental funding measure, which among 
other things will provide reimbursement to JDC and HIAS for the 
extraordinary costs t.o these agencies due to refugee transit. 
maintenance and resettlement for fiscal 1989. 

CJF's Washington Action Office is also optimistic about the 
prospects for receiving full or almost full funding for matching 
grant funds for domestic refugee resettlement in fiscal 1989, 
although it may be some time before this issue is finally resolved. 

CJF is beginning a consultation process with Federations to plan 
and analyze long-term strategies on resettlement. If you require 
any assistance or would like further information on the 
resettlement process, contact Jerry Levinrad., CJF Director of 
Refugee Resettlement. 

Women's Division 
Outreach Program 

A manual, offering a step­
by-step plan for implementing 
a one-year outreach program, 
will be presented as part of 
the CJF Women's Division 
program being planned for 
this year's GA in Cincinnati 
It will include techniques for 
developing goals a.nd 
objectives, target group 
selection, and samples of 
implementation and action 
plans from the pilot 

(Continued on Page 4) 

CJF Staff to Attend 
Sherman Seminar 

Ellen Deutsch Q uint, 
Associate Director of 
Personnel Services, and Jan 
Rothschild Sachs, Community 
Consultant, have been selected 
to participate in the fifth 
annual Sherman Seminar for 
outstanding young profes­
sionals at Brandeis University 
during July 1989. 

This seminar brings 
together 25 distinguished 
Jewish communal profes-

(Continued on Page 5) 



CJF loins Forces with Education Commission 
Stepping up an already 

significant commitment to 
placing Jewish education high 
on the agenda of communal 
organizations, CJF ha.s joined 
forces with the Commission on 
Jewish Education in North 
America in exploring ways to 
enhance national a.nd local 
efforts to strengthen the field 
of Jewish education in formal 
and informal settings. The 
Commission is supported by 
the Mandel Associated 
Foundations, in cooperation 
with JWB and the Jewish 
Education Service of North 
America (JESNA), and in 
collaboration with CJF. The 
47-member Commission is 
chaired by former CJF 
President Morton L. Mandel. 

"Our goal is to produce 
systemic change - to cause 
something significant to 
happen," said Mandel. "The 
Commission has been convened 
to produce solid ideas for 
across-the-board improvement 
in Jewish education, and to see 
them through to 
implementation." 

One thrust of the 
Commission is creative Jewish 
continuity, an issue of primary 
importance to the Jewish 
community. With 11 
Federations engaged in local 
efforts to strengthen Jewish 
continuity through improved 
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Jewish education (formal and 
informal) and with its 
Committee on Jewish Conti­
nuity a.nd Identity already in 
place, CJF has become an 
important partner to the 
Commission. Commissioners 
with strong ties to local 
Federations or CJF, including 
CJF President Mandell 
Berman, are working with 
other Commissioners in 
foundations, JCC's, bureaus, 

'Our goal is to 
produce systemic 

cbat1ge - to cai,se 
something 

significant t·o 
happen~' 

seminaries and colleges as the 
Commission moves toward its 
goal of defining those areas 
where intervention could 
significantly a.fleet the impact 
of Jewish education/Jewish 
continuity in North America. 

Now reaching the mid-point 
in its projected two-year time 
frame, the Commission has 
identified a wide variety of 
program areas (e.g. early 
childhood, schools, informal 
education, the media. Israel 
Experience programs, 

programs for college students) 
which offer significant 
opportunities for across-the­
board improvement in Jewish 
education. Although any of 
these areas could have served 
as the basis for the 
Commission's agenda, two 
major areas have been 
identified where coordinated 
effort can create the climate 
th.at Jewish education needs to 
move forward. One is dealing 
with the shortage of qualified 
personnel: the other is dealing 
with community its 
structures, leadership and 
funding a.s major agents for 
change. 

"This joint emphasis on 
personnel and community 
really captures the nat-w·e of 
the challenge," Mandel noted. 
"Bringing about change in 
these area.s through 
implementation is vast and 
complex. It will require the 
involvement of local 
community leadership, in 
concert with national 
organizations and training 
institutions. CJF and other 
organizations with strong 
community ties and 
continental perspectives can 
contribute to strategies that 
work at both levels." 

For further information on 
the Commission on Jewish 
Education in North America, 
contact Virginia Levi at (216) 
391-8300. 

Ferne Katleman to Leave CJF for New Post 

Ferne Katleman, Director of Continuing Professional Education, 
has announced her plans to leave CJF on or about Sept. 1 to asswne 
the responsibilities of Director of Institutional Grants for the 
Wex.ner Foundation. 

Ferne joined CJF in 1976 as Di.rector of Personnel Services. After 
three years, she assumed the role of Director of Continuing 
Professional Education, a position she has held for the past 10 
years. In this capacity, she has been responsible for developing, 
administering and directing a comprehensive program of 
continuing education for professionals at all levels in Federations 
throughout North America. 



Data Collection Begins for 
1990 Survey of American Jews 

Based on an agreement last fall to conduct the 1990 National 
Survey of American Jews as part of a world-wide series of national 
studies of Jewish populations, CJF has commissioned the ICR 
Survey Research Group of Media, PA, to begin collecting data in a 
three-stage phone questionnaire. 

Preliminary screening by means of a random selection procedure 
began in April in order to accumulate prospective households. This 
procedure allows for an equal probability of Jews to be selected 
from every state whether in small towns or in major metropolitan 
areas so that a national picture will emerge. In May-June 1990, 
2,500 households will be interviewed in-depth. Through the 
statistical analysis of data obtained from the phone interviews, 
various components of the Jewish community will be assessed 
including the demographic, social a.nd economic structure, 
migration patterns, changes in size, composition and distribution as 
well as patterns and levels of births and deaths. 

The CJF Research Department has recently released the 
publication, "A Handle on the Future - The Potential of the 1990 
National Survey for American Jewry," which outlines the purpose 
and goals of this historic survey. 

"It is our hope that this publication will inform our member 
Federations of the importance of the survey for gaining knowledge 
of future trends among the mass of American Jews," noted 
Dr. Barry Kosmin, CJF Director of Research and Director of the 
North American Jewish Data Bank. He added that an initial 
$200,000 has already been provided by the CJF Endowment Fund 
for the 1990 survey and that CJF member Federations have been 
asked to contribute their pro-rated shares for the remainder of the 
project's cost. 

On Capitol Hill: Jewish Foundation Joins MOU 
The Jewish Foundation for Group Homes (JFGH) in Washington, 

DC, has joined the list of participants under the MOU with its 
"Israel and Lillia.n Bimblich Internship Program." JFGH will bring 
an Israeli to Washington, DC, for a year of learning and sharing 
within the structure of a. group home for pe1·sons with 
developmental disabilities. Steve Donshik, who has facilitated the 
search for prospective candidates, will meet with Barry Fiest, 
JFGH's Executive Director, in early July in order to select this 
year's participant ... 

The MOU Directory of Innovative Social Service Programs in the 
United States has been printed and distributed throughout the 
Federation network. Additional copies can be obtained by calling 
Patrick McMahon, MOU Assistant Coordinator, at CJF's 
Washington Action Office (202) 543-0842. Your feedback and 
suggestions would be appreciated!. .. 

Two int.erns have joined the MOU staff for Summer '88. Dina 
Fuchs, a sophomore majoring in broadcast communications at 
American University in Washington, DC, will be assisting with the 
development of newsletters and brochures. Leah Gorelik, a junior 
majoring in foreign affairs at Willamette University in Salem, OR, 
will update and expand a resource on foundations and corporations. 

Weisberg Wins 
Wexner Fellowship 

Congratulations to Adam 
Weisberg, CJF Otzma Shalla.ch, 
who has been awarded a 
Wexner Fellowship. This 
prestigious award, which 
provides full tuition for a 
Master's degree in Social 
Work, living stipend and 
includes two educational 
seminars per year, is given in 
recognition of his 
demonstrated ability to become 
an outstanding Jewish 
communal professional. 

Adam has already displayed 
exceptional leadership skills 
during his one and one-half 
years as Otzma "Shaliach" at 
CJF. In this capacity, he 
dedicated himself to finding 
qualified candidates for 
participation in Project Otzrna, 
an early leadership 
identification program de­
signed to strengthen the bonds 
between North American 
communities and Israel 
through volunteer service. 
One of 53 outstanding 
graduates of Otzma I (1986-
87), Adam stayed on in Israel 
to serve as a "peer liaison" 
during the Kibbutz Ulpan 
segment of Otzma II. In 
addition to recruitment 
activities, Adam visited 
communities, provided 
consulta.tions to local 
coordinators, met with 
potential candidates, provided 
orientation for future 
participants and assisted 
Otzma graduates in becoming 
actively involved in the Jewish 
community. 

On June J.2, Adam began 
studying at Yeshiva 
University's Wurzweiler School 
of Social Work Block Program. 
He will then spend his first 
year of field placement 
working in Israel under the 
supervision of CJF Israel 
Office Director Steve Donshik. 
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On The Israeli Front: Israel-Diaspora Relations 
Dr. Stephen Donshlk, 

Director of the CJF Israel 
Office, wa.s invited t.o present 
the Israeli perspective on Israel­
Diaspora relations during a 
recent Executive Board retreat 
sponsored by the Combined 
Jewish Philanthropies of 
Bost.on. Steve focused on the 
issues Israelis perceive as being 
crucial to the continuing 
partnership with North 
America while Ira Silverman, 
Executive Vice-President of the 
American Jewish Committee, 
presented the Diaspora. 
perspective ... 

In an effort to facilitate 
recent meetings with various 
Israeli politicians, the Young 
Leadership of the Associated 
Jewish Charities and Welfare 
Fund of Baltimore and the 
Community Mission of the 
Jewish Federation of Portland 
sought Steve's assistance in 

providing pertinent back­
ground information on each of 
the officials as well as 
S11ggestions on how t.o raise 
issues of concern with 
Ministers of the Government 
and Knesset members ... 

As part of a special series 
on Diaspora. Jewish organi­
zations, Steve was recently 
interviewed on the Israel 
Army Radio about the 
structure and function of the 
Jewish Federations in North 
America ... 

Steve and Sharon Levinson, 
Personnel Consultant, faoili­
ta ted a seminar for the 
N etanya and Northern 
Regional Board of Direct.ors of 
the Association of Americans 
and Canadians in Israel 
(AACI). More than 40 people 
participated in the two-day 
seminar whose objective was 
to develop the role of lay 

Women's Division - (Cont. from Pg. 1) 

leadership in the AACI and to 
strengthen the function of the 
committees in the region ... 

At tbe request of Moshe 
Na.tiv, Director-General of the 
Jewish Agency, Steve planned 
and facilitated a full-day, in­
service training program for 
the Direct.ors-General of the 
Departments of the Jewish 
Agency and their respective 
key staff members. The 
program, first in a series of 
workshops on the subject of 
the lay leadership role in 
governance and decision­
making, took place May 31 at 
Kibbutz Ma.ale Ba.misha and 
included presentations by 
representatives of the major 
Diaspora organizations whose 
leadership sit on the Board of 
Governors of the Jewish 
Agency and the committees of 
the Board. 
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communities which were selected for participation. In addition t.o this manual, each community's three­
woman tea.m will be available for consultation t.o assist other communities in replicating this outreach 
program. 

Prior to the 1988 General Assembly in New Orleans, a number of communities of varying sizes 
throughout North America were selected for participation in a one-year outreach program, sponsored by 
the CJF Women's Division. The program's goal was to establish a model for Women's Divisions to 
increase participation and campaign contributions. Included in the program were: Atlanta; Dayton, OH; 
Greensboro, NC; Roust.on; MetroWest, NJ; Minneapolis; Phoenix; Seattle, and Washington, DC. 

To implement the program, each community formed a three-woma.n team, which partioipa.ted in an all­
day seminar at the GA with Dr. Maro Salisch, Direct.or ol Organization and Professional Training 
Services for the State University of New York at Albany and well-known consultant t.o a number of 
national organizations. Dr. Salisch assisted the women in establishing a carefully-designed, long-term 
plan t.o identify specific target groups and t.o involve them in the Women's Division program. 

After several months o! planning, the leadership from the selected communities met again a.t the CJF 
Spring Quarterly in Washington, DC, where each reported on its initial activities and successes to date. 
With the assistance of Dr. Salisch and Sue Stevens, CJF Women's Division Director, the women refined 
and further developed their plan ot action for recruiting and involving women in the identified target 
g1·oup. 

The participating communities will reunite in September a.t the CJF Fall Quarterly in New York City 
and in November at the General Assembly in Cincinnati to review and share their progress, analyze 
their aohievements and develop plans t.o continue and expand the pilot program. 
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Biomedical Ethics 
council of Jewish Is Focus of Conclave 

ederations The Jewish perspective on topics of critical 
concern to health ca.re providers and their 
patients was the focus of the first Western 
Region Maimonides Conclave on "Biomedical 
Ethics: A Jewish Perspective," held May 28-29, 
1989 a.t the Ventana Canyon Resort in Tucson, 
AZ. 

Carol Karsch, CJF Western Area Chair, and Al 
u hnguJ, MD, Chairman, Tucson Maimonides 
Society, were anumg the parlicipartJs in the first 
Western Reg ion Ma im onide:r Conclave 
co-spo11Sored by the CJF Western Area Office. 

On the Move -(Cont. from Pg. 1) 

Business & Professional 
leadership in Windsor, ONT. 
Sue also met with the 
Women's Division leadership 
of the Detroit, Miami and 
South Broward Federations ... 

Norbert Fruehauf, CJF 
Director of Planning, attended 
a UJA Conference in Chicago 
... CJF Community Consultant 
Da.n Grodofsky continued his 
travels through New York 
this month, visiting the 
Rockland County and 
Northeastern, NY Federations 
and attending the annual 
meeting of the Rochester 
Feder ation ... Lynn Markowitz, 
CJF Community Consultant, 
met with the new executive 
directors in Austin and Ft. 
Worth ... CJF Community 
Consultant Simcha Goldberg 
worked on Leadership 
Development with the Kansas 
City Federation. 

CJF Newabrl11fs Is a publication of Iha 
Communications Depanmont 
of the Council of Jewish FederaUons. 

Director: 
Editor: 
Graphic Artist: 
Pressman: 

Frank Strauss 
Amy Rolhachlld 
Lucy F■llclano 
Tyrone Humphrey 

Over 1150 Jewish physicians, health care 
professionals and their families from 22 
Western Area communities participated in the 
sessions, which were sponsored by the Council 
of Jewish Federations' Western Area Office and 

the Tucson Maimonides Sooi.ety. 
The historic conclave featured a series of workshops and lectures 

dealing with such important medical issues as "What is Life?," 
"Politics and Economics vs. the Hippocratic Oath" and "Redefining 
Life and Death." 

Dr. David Weiss and Rabbi Avraham Steinberg, MD, of Hadassah 
Medical School of Hebrew University, and Dr. Baruch Brody of 
Baylor College of Medicine, were the keynote speakers for the four­
day program. 

The Western Region Maimonides Society, which is supported by 
the CJF Western Area Office. was created to foster the establishment 
of local Maimonid.ies Societies in the Western states. Tucson and 
other communities have formed societies which sponsor educational, 
social and philanthropic programs for its relatively uninvolved 
J ewish physicians in an effort to strengthen the bonds between 
themselves, the Jewish community and Israel. 

To find out more information about Maimonides Society programs 
or n ext year's conclave, which will be held again Memorial Day 
Weekend at Ventana Canyon Resort,. contact Mark I. Berger, 
consultant for the CJF Western Area Office at (619) 296-2949. 

Sherman SP.minar -(Cont. from Pg. 1) 

sionals from throughout North America. for intensive examination of 
some of the central communal and professional issues affecting the 
Jewish community and its leaders today. This is the first time in the 
history of the seminar that a.ny member of CJF's professional staff 
has been selected tor participation. 

Ellen has been on the CJF staff for six years, including a period in 
which she served as Acting Director of the Personnel Services 
Department. Prior to joining CJF, she was the Assistant Director of 
B'nai B'rith HilleVJ ACY tor over three years. Her other professional 
experiences include working in the Leadership Development Division 
at UJA-Federation of New Yor k and at the Greater Albany Jewish 
Federation. 

Ja.n has been on the CJF staff for four and one-half years. Prior 
to joining CJF, she served as Planning Coordinator a.nd Assistant 
Director of the Jewish Community Federation of Louisville before 
becoming Associate Executive Director in 1982. In that capacity, she 
served as Director of the Community Relations Council and of the 
General Campaign. 
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Jewish Communal Planning and Services for 
The New Jewish Elderly: Approaching 1990 

Excerpt of an Address by 
Joan Fuld, Associate Director, 

CJF Community Planning Department 
Presented at Amert.can Jewish Committee 

As we approach 1990, the 
Jewish community tlnds itself 
in a curious situation: we have 
a Jewish population age 65 
and over that is expanding in 
every possible way- total 
numbers, percentage of the 
whole, va1·ious subgroups. The 
New Jewish Elderly is a 
diverse group in every 
dimension - age, employment 
status, health, income, 
education, family support 
system, etc. There is no 
simple "presenting problem" 
with a one service solution, 
backed up with government 
dollars. How does the 
organized Jewish community 
respond to such diversity? 

In discussing this 
"younger," American born, 
more affluent, more educated 
population of New Jewish 
Elderly, the community 
confronts a theoretical 
question, asking what is its 
obligation to this group of 
individuals who are not 
"needy" in the traditional 
sense. When communities 
come to allocations time, some 
of our leadership wonder if 
services for the new elderly are 
a priority because these people 
have resources and they have 
choices, unlike the ill, frail and 
poor. As we will see, these 
individuals do have needs but 
we must respond based on our 
commitment to, serve all 
constituents, not just the poor 
and ill. 
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Secondly. we are often asked 
if members of this group 
actually seek services from the 
orga.nized Jewish community 
or would respond enthusi­
astically if services are offered. 
Everyone knows, personally, 
individual "New Jewish 
E]lderly" whose lives are 
complete and who would not 
avail themselves of programs 
and activities. Nonetheless, 
our agencies report to us that, 
because of the size of this 
population, a critical mass 
does exist to use and enjoy 
programs when they a.re 
provided ... 

Many of our agencies in sun 
belt communities are 
extremely frustrated by the 
large number of retired 
persons, with extensive leisure 
tinle and resources, who do 
not volunteer in communal 
activities. I think tha.t this is 
one area., where we could 
benefit from more research 
and more systematic programs 
to reach out to these 
individuals. Everyone 
approaching retirement should 
be sent a brochure briefly 
outlining exciting volunteer 
opportunities in the Jewish 
community. We need to 
experiment and be creative 
with programs. Our agencies 
tend to look to younger Jewish 
elderly to volunteer to help 
those who are older and more 
frail and these may be the 
absolutely least appealing 
volunteer roles for our young 

elderly, some of whom are still 
caring for their own aging 
parents. 

I also want to raise the 
issue of age integration vs. 
a.ge segregation which, I 
believe, warrants greater 
attention. Most Jews in their 
60's and early 70's do not 
define themselves as "elderly." 
They do not see themselves as 
"separate," though they may 
be retired or semi-retired. 
Being in the mainstream and 
part of the mainstream is 
important in communal 
activities, in living 
arrangements,, leisure time 
activities and educational 
arenas because it provides 
vitality and stimulation for 
young and old a.like. 

It also seems to me that we 
need to enter into a new 
partnership with our younger, 
weller elderly, where they 
assume a larger role in the 
planning, development and 
funding of services. We must 
also consider what types of 
agencies are best designed to 
serve the well-elderly. Are 
most Jewish community 
centers sufficiently "upscale" 
in their decor and general 
environment to attract and be 
comfortable for middle class 
elderly? ... 

There are attitudinal and 
philosophical questions 
lurking beneath all of these 
issues. Do individuals ove1· 
age 65 deserve special 
treatment? Do all of them? 
What are the respective roles 
of the agency, the older adult 
and the family? Are the New 
Jewish Elderly "clients" in the 
traditional sense and, if not, 
how do we see them and how 
do they see themselves and 
us? These are some of the 
questions which confront us, 
as we head towards 1990. 



.....-----ltt¥!1e~~ .. ------, -
Les Levin & Jan Rothschild Sachs 

When Les Levin "semi-retires" at the end of 
this month, he will ha.ve achieved his greatest 
personal record - this is the longest he has 
been in a.ny one job in any one ,city in the 
history of his Jewish communal service career! 
That's a major accomplishment !or someone like 
Les, who, over a 37 year span. has held 
executive positions in such cities as Columbus, 
OH, Louisville, KY, st. Louis, MO, "Buffa.lo, NY 
and Arlington, VA. 

After re-opening the CJF Western Area Office 
in Denver (it had previously been in L.A.) where 
he served as a consultant for three years, he 
joined the CJF staff in New York in 1980 as 
Director of the Community Planning 
Department. For the past nine years, Les ha.s 
seen many changes take place in how 
Federations respond to the needs of their 
coIIllllunities in terms of planning and services. 
In addition to seeing the number of full-time 
planning directors increase from 20 to 40, there 
also has been a significant transformation 
during the past decade in the planning process 
- from a "reactive" to a ''proactive" response. 

Les' role as a vital leader in the community 
planning field is attested to by the multitude of 
programs,, studies and surveys successfully 
developed, planned and organized during his 
tenure. Among the major accomplishments have 
been: 1) the first national conference on 
addiction in the Jewish community; 2) a set of 
guidelines on the Jewish c.ommunity's 
responsibility in dealing with AIDS. which led to 
a forum presented at last year's GA as well as a 
CJF Satellite Network broad.cast on AIDS; 3) the 
first national survey of child care under Jewish 
auspices which resulted in the formation of a 
special subcommittee to assist communities in 
starting and/or expanding programs; 4) a 
national survey on services and needs of low­
income and unemployed Jews which resulted in 
the creation of a national inter-agency think 
tank and CJF subcommittee to deal with the 
survey's findings; 5) studies on Jewish 
Population Research with Norbert Fruehauf and 
Charles Zibbell, which resulted in the creation of 
the National Jewish Data Bank. 

A native of Kansas City, MO, Les currently 
resides in Scarsdale, NY, with his wife of 28 
years, Dorothy. They have three children, two 
sons and a daughter. Les, who will be the first 
person to take "early" retirement under the 

recently revised CJF retirement program, has 
already set some post "semi-retirement'' plans 
which include: community consultations to the 
New Jersey Federations (as part of CJF's 
Community Services Department). teaching at 
the college level, writing and volunteer work (he 
has recently been named Cha.irma.n of Scarsdale 
Citizens for Senior Citizens). 

There aren't ma.ny Jewish 17-year-olds today 
who would consider themselves active lay 
leaders in their Federations and/or communities. 
However, one talented and committed individual 
did get involved m her hometown of Trumbull, 
CT, and became International P1·esident of B'nai 
B'ritb Girls (BBG). That was Jan Rothschild 
Sachs' first taste of la.y leadership - an 
unforgettable experience which ultimately led to 
her decision to pursue a Jewish communal 
service career. 

After receiving her M.A. in .Tewish studies 
from the Baltimore Hebrew University and an 
M.S. W. from the University of Maryland School 
of Social Work, Jan joined the staff of the Jewish 
Community Federation of Louisville. During hei· 
five-year association with the Federation, she 
steadily moved up the ladder, serving first as 
Planning Director. followed by Assistant 
Director, Campaign Director, Community 
Relations Director and lastly, Associate 
Executive Director in 1982. 

Jan's association with CJF began in 1984 
when she assumed the position of Community 
Consultant for the Midwest Federations - the 
first full-time consultant from New York for the 
Midwest. After three years, she took over as 
New England consultant, where she has 
facilitated, developed and directed numerous 
programs including a state association in 
Massacbusetts, regional meetings on issues such 
as Soviet Jewish Resettlement and leade1·ship 
development with profession,als and lay 
leadership, community executive personnel 
searches and leadership development programs. 
Additionally, Jan staffs CJF's Intermediate Cities 
Committee, the annual Intermediate Cities 
Executives Institute and develops year-round 
programming for Intermediate 0ity Federation 
Presidents and Executives at General Assemblies 
and Qua.rterlies. 
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October 13, 1989 

Dear Editor: 

C'O.r\ L\ llSS[ON 
D~ JE'\1\'1151{-IJ EDUCATIO:\f 

TN i'\ORTI-I A'\lERlIO\ 
4500 Euclid Avc.nue 

Cleveland, O hio 44103 
216/ 301-8300 

I am pleased to share with you the enclosed news release about 

an important event in North American Jewish life . The 

Commission on Jewish Education in North America will be holding 

its fourth of six scheduled meetings on Monday, October 23, 1989 

in New York. The Commission expects to complete its report in 

June 1990, and to begin implementation of its recommendations 

even as the report is being developed. 

I hope you will use this news release, or hold it in your files 

as background for further stories about the work of the 

Commission. Further information about the outcomes of the 

October 23rd Commission meeting will be forthcoming shortly. 

Please call for any additional information you may need. 

Sincerely, 

~ ,,c/L ~~~&rvis 
Commission staff 

Convened by Mandel Associated Foundations, JWB and ]ESNA in collaboration with CJF 
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For information contact: 
Mark Gu.rvis (216) 391-8300 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

COMMISSION ON JEWISH EDUCATION 

IN NORTH AMERICA 

Education Commission Moves from Ideas toward 

Action at Crucial Fourth Meeting 

-- ---- ---- - --- --------- -------------------- --- ------------ ------ ------------ --

Ed~cation has been an urgent concern of all Americans ever since the 

publication of the 1979 Carnegie report, titled "A Nation at Risk." That 

report awoke the country to the immediate need for improvement of the 

nation's educational system. 

Many feel the Jewish community, too, is at risk. That is why THE 

COMMISSION ON JEWISH EDUCATION IN NORTH AMERICA was formed in 1988, and that 

is why the Commission--a major initiative that has as its goal a radical 

change in Jewish education in North America--has been meeting regularly for 

more than one year, in hopes that by June , 1990, it will be able to announce 

plans for the revitalization of Jewish education, and for the implementation 

and funding of those plans. 

Toward that end, the full Commission- -co,mprised of 47 prominent Jewish 

scholars, educators, community organizers, religious and communal 

leaders - -will meet in New York on October 23, 1989 to discuss its progress 

and to discuss moving from planning to action. 



"When we established the Commission., it was with the hope that it woul d 

bring about major change in Jewish education throughout North America," said 

Morton L. Mandel, Cleveland, chairman of the Commission. "We understood from 

the very beginning that a message, a vision , was important, but that it would 

need to be accompanied by concrete plans to be implemented in the real 

world- -in schools, in synagogues, in cotlllD.unity centers, in camps, in 

educational programs in Israel, in adult and family education. 

"Now, more than a year later, we have met as a Commission three times, 

and we have worked to boil down dozens of viable ideas into concrete 

strategies. We are now ready to begin moving from discussion to 

implementation. " 

At the October 23 meeting whose theme is, "From Decisions to 

Implementation: A Plan for Action," the commissioners will discuss how 

changes might be implemented simultaneously on a number of fronts. 

By t he time the Commission issues its final report next summer, some 

elements of the Action Plan will already be in place. For now, though, the 

Commission's task is to develop the strategies needed for putting those 

elements to work. 

Specifically, the agenda for the October 23 meeting will include 

discussion of a seven-part Action Plan which has emerged from the 

Commission's first three meetings. 
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The seven-part Action Plan consists of: 

1. Mobilizing the Community: A systematic effort to improve the climate 
in the Jewish community, in order to place Jewish education at the very top 
of the communal agenda, and to make resources available for implementation of 
programs. 

2. Developing strategies for building a profession of Jewish education: 
Recruitment, training and retention of qualified, well-paid professional 
educators. 

3. Developing Community Action Sites: Creating examples of the best 
that Jewish education has to offer ~ so that educators worldwide can learn 
from methods that are already proven successful. 

4. Developing a continental support system for Jewish education to 
implement strategies which go beyond that which can be addressed in 
individual communities. 

5. Outlining an agenda for programmatic areas, such as the media, 
informal education, the Israel experience, day school , college age, early 
childhood, etc. 

6. Building a research capacity: To measure impact and effectiveness of 
programs, and to build a knowledge base for future decision-making. 

7. Designing a mechanism for implementation: Continuing the work of the 
Commission through creation of a mechanism to impl ement its recommendations 
within the North American Jewish community. 

"While each meeting to date has been important, the October 23 meeting 

will be pivotal," Mr. Mandel said. "It is one thing to come up with ideas 

for changing an existing structu~e. --Commissions have been empaneled before, 

and they have issued recommendations for improving our Jewish educational 

system. 'What sets this Commission apart is its drive to see its 

recommendations implemented. Thinking through the crucial steps to take us 

from ideas to action will be our focus at the next meeting." 

The Commission represents an effort not only to review the state of 

Jewish education and to recommend policies to guide Jewish education 

3 



into the 21st Century, but to stimulate priority attention to Jewish 

educators from leading individuals and institutions, and to implement 

recommendations leaaing to broad changes in Jewish education. 

The Commission's members include Jewish leaders from all over the Uni ted 

States and Canada, from every branch of Judaism, and from a broad range of 

institutions concerned with Jewish education. It is sponsored by the Mandel 

Associated Foundations of Cleveland, in cooperation with the Jewish Welfare 

Board (JWB), the Jewish Education Service of North America (JESNA), and in 

collaboration with the Council of Jewish Federations (CJF). 

i 
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October 27, 1989 

Mr. Harold Himmelfarb 
U.S. Department of Education 
OERI 
554 New Jersey Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20208-5646 

Dear Mr. Himmelfarb: 

COMl\11§SION 
ON JEW7[§H EDUCATION 

HN N()lR17HI AMER!le4-. 
4500 EudiJ Avcnu~ 

CkvdanJ, Ohio ·H 103 
216/ Nl-83()0 

At the request of Henry Zucker, I am sending you the enclosed 
materials describing the Commission on Jewish Education in North 
America. I hope that you will find these useful in your work. 

~L 
Virginia F. Levi 
Commission Staff 

Enclosures 

Convened by Mandel Associated Foundations, JWB and JESNA in collaboration with CJF 



MEMO TO: Seymour Fox, Annette Hochstein, Virginia F. Levi, 
Morton L. Mandel, Henry L. Zucker 

FROM: Mark Gurvis ✓ 

DATE: October 31, 1989 

Following is a post-Commission meeting press release draft . Rather than 
reporting on the content of the action plan, which was in the last release, Ken 
has tried to convey the flavor of discussions at the meeting. 

Please let me know your reactions. Do you think we will need to clear quotes 
from individual commissioners? 



10/31/89 

For information contact: 
Mark Gurvis (216) 391 -8300 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

COMMISSION ON JEWISH EDUCATION 

IN NORTH AMERICA 

Education Commission Committed to 

Seeing Its Ideas Implemented 

-- ---------- --- ---------------------------- ---- -- --- -------------------------- ~ 

"Today should be a very important day in the life of this Commission." 

With those words, Chairman Morton L. Mandel of Cleveland opened the 

fourth of six meetings of the COMMISSION ON JEWISH EDUCATION IN NORTH AMERICA 

on October 23 in New York Ci t y. 

And indeed, the fourth Commission meeting proved t o be important in 

several ways: 

1. It resulted i n a solid consensus that the Commission- -a blue-ribbon 

panel of 47 educators , scholars, philanthropists, religious and lay leaders 

from all over the world- -is proceeding appropriately. not only regarding its 

goals of completely reshaping Jewish education, but r egarding its methods as 

well. 

2. It sharpened the focus of the Commission ' s objectivesj to produce a 

report detailing the state of Jewish education, to make recommendations for 



improvement, and to create a mechanism for implementing those recommendations. 

3. It defined what has been accomplished so far, and what has yet to be 

done before June, 1990, when the Commission hopes to issue its historic 

report. 

4. It enabled the Commission to move from the stage of talking about what 

needs to be done, to the action stage of actually implementing the 

Commission ' s goals. 

The Commission, which hopes to reshape and improve Jewish education in 

North America, has been working for more than one year. When the Commission 

issues its findings on the state of the field of Jewish education next June, 

it will also announce the creation of a mechanism for implementing its 

recommendations. 

As the Commission prepared to move from the planning stage to discussing 

implementation at the October 23 meeting, the commissioners engaged in a 

lively debate about the philosophy behind the Commission. In addition, 

commissioners spent much of the all-day session discu.ssing how the 

Commission's findings will actually change the face of Jewish education. 

"Behind all of this is a question," said Sara S. Lee, a professor of 

education at the Hebrew Union College in Los Angeles . "We need to heighten 
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the awareness of community leaders about questioning assumptions of Jewish 

education. There must be a consciousness-raising. We must challenge 

institutions to rethink what they have to be to serve the needs of the 

contemporary Jewish community." 

One of the challenges the Commission has dealt with is building consensus 

among the many constituencies and institutions within Judaism. The religious 

denominations, Jewish educational organizations, Federations and Jewish 

Community Centers all have distinct concerns, yet many of the concerns 

overlap. "We need the marriage of all the powerful forces in Jewish life to 

make this work," said Mr . Mandel. Toward that end , many of the 

constituencies are represented on the Commission, and its leadership is 

reaching out to many Jewish institutions to get input and to garner 

cooperation with this massive effort at reforming Jewish education. 

Martin Kraar, executive vice president designate of the Council of Jewish 

Federations and a member of the senior policy advisors group of the 

Commission, told the Commission of the interes t of Jewish Federations. 

"Federations have put Jewish continuity as a high priority," Mr. Kraar said. 

"The Commission is three steps ahead of the Federations, but 13 local 

commissions, established by local Federations, are studying education as a 

means of improving continuity. The agendas of the Federations and of this 

Commission are coming together." 

- 3 -



Several commissioners expressed their desire that research and analysis 

of Jewish educational programs be given a high priority. "We spend a lot of 

money on Jewish education, but we don't really know what works and what 

doesn't," said David Hirschhorn, who is vice chairman of American Trading and 

Production Corporation in Baltimore and a vice president of the American 

Jewish Committee . 

While there was some debate among the commissioners, as there is in the 

Jewish community at large, about the advantages and disadvantages of formal, 

as opposed to informal education, Mr. Mandel vowed to keep the Commission's 

recommendations "staunchly pluralistic. I want every Jewish kid to get the 

best Jewish education he can possibly get, whatever his belief." 

The commissioners discussed whether such across-the-board changes as will 

be suggested by the Commission are really desired by the Jewish community. 

"We're presuming that consumers are dissatisfied with services being 

provided now," said Rabbi Jack Bieler, coordinator of Judaic studies and 

supervisor of instruction at the Hebrew Academy of Greater Washington. "Even 

assuming that is true, do they want what we have to offer, and will they be 

willing to pay the price in terms of money and effort?" 

"To implement this, our vision must have more self-confidence," said 

Rabbi Norman Lamm, president of Yeshiva University in New York. "This is 
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an historic chance. Let's not blow it by being timid about what needs to be 

done." 

At the end of the day's meetings , Mr. Mandel summed up where the 

Commission has been and where it is going. "You learn by doing," he said. 

"We're never going to have unanimity, but we have to dig in and get going. 

We've l earned a lot and come a long way, but we ' re only at the tip of the 

iceberg. There's so much we don't know, but we must have the courage to 

plunge in." 

Over the next few months, the Commission will be receiving results of 

research it commissioned, drafting an outline of the final report, designing 

an implementation mechanism and informing the various Jewish organizations 

and institutions of its progress. It's next meeting this winter will be a 

critical session focusing on the findings and recommendations to be included 

in its report. 

The Commission on Jewish Education in North America is sponsored by the 

Mandel Associated Foundations of Cleveland, Ohio, in cooperation with the 

Jewish Welfare Board, the Association of Jewish Community Centers of North 

America and the Jewish Education Service of North America (JESNA), in 

collaboration with the Council of Jewish Federati ons. 

- 5 -
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November 13, 1989 

Dear Editor: 

4500 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 44103 

216/391-8300 

Enclosed is a news release describing the progress at the recent 

meeting of the Commission on Jewish Education in North America. 

In addition to highlighting the issues discussed ac the meeting, 

we've incorporated some of the flavor of the discussion. 

The Commission is moving towards a critical meeting ir. February 

to consider findings and recommendations, and to a final meeting 

in June to issue its report. 

I hope you find the material we are sending useful and that you 

will feel free to call for additional information as necessary. 

Please send a copy of any stories you might run on the 

Commission for our records . 

Sincerely, 

Mark Gurvis 
Commission staff 

Convened by Mandel Associated Foundacions, JWB and JESNA in collaboracion with CJF 
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SPECIAL PRESS BRIEFING 

Subject: Commission on Jewish Education in North America 

Date: Friday , November 17, 1989 

Time: 10:00 a.m. 

Place: Hyatt Regency, Room E, 3rd Floor, Cincinnati, Ohio 

During the past 1-1/2 years an exciting planning initiative has 
been under way to introduce radical change into Jewish educat ion 
in North America. The Commission on Jewish Education in North 
America is a unique blend in the Jewish world of private 
initiative and institutional cooperation. 

At its recent meeting on October 23, 1989 in New York, the 
Commission considered a seven point act ion plan as a means to 
implementing its recommendations , which will be presented in a 
final r eport due in June 1990 . 

The Commission is pleased to provide an opportunity at th e CJF 
General Assembly in Cincinnati for a briefing by Morton L. 
Mandel , chairman of the Commission, for editors of the American 
Jewish Press Association and other members of the press. This 
is immediately following a scheduled session involving the 
Jewish press that morning . 

The Commission on Jewish Education in North America is sponsored 
by the Mandel Associated Foundations of Cleveland, in 
cooperation with the Jewish ~elfare Board and Jewish Educati on 
Service of North America, and in collaboration with the Counc il 
of Jewish Federations. 

Enclosed are several background materials which will help you 
understand the work of the Commission and its progress to date . 

Contact: Frank Strauss 
CJF Press Office 
Clarion Hotel, Room 421 

Convened by Mandel Associated Foundations, JWB and JESN A in collaboration wich CJF 



COMMISSION ON JEWISH EDUCATION IN NORTH AMERICA 

Commission Members 

Mona Riklis Ackerman (Ph.D.), Riklis Family Foundation, 595 Madison Avenue, 
New York, NY 10022, (212) 888-2035 
Dr. Ackerman is a clinical psychologist and President of the Riklis Family 
Foundation. She is active in UJA/Federation of Jewish Philanthropies of New 
York and American Friends of Rechov Sum.sum. 

Ronald Appleby Q.C., Robins, Appleby & Taub, 130 Adelaide Street, West, Suite 
2500, Toronto, Ontario M5H 2M2, (416) 360-3333 
Mr. Appleby is chairman of the law firm of Robins, Appleby & Taub, involved 
mainly in business income tax consultations; he speaks and writes regularly on 
this subject. He is active in many civic and Jewish causes, including the 
Toronto Jewish Congress, Jewish National Fund, Council of Jewish Federations, 
and United Jewish Appeal. 

David Arnow (Ph.D.), 1114 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10036, 
(212) 869-9700 
Mr. Arnow is a psychologist, President of the New Israel Fund and chair of the 
UJA/Federation of Jewish Philanthropies of New York Subcommittee on Governance. 

Mandell L. Berman, 29100 Northwestern Highway #370, Southfield, Michigan 48034, 
(313) 353-8390 
Mr. Berman was President of Smokler Corporation, a real estate developer. He 
is Chairman of the Skillman Foundation, President of the Council of Jewish 
Federations, and past President of the Detroit Federation. He served as 
Chairman of the American Association of Jewish Education and is Honorary 
Chairman of JESNA. 

Jack Bieler (Rabbi), Hebrew Academy of Greater Washington, 2010 Linden Lane, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 (301) 649-3044 
Rabbi Bieler is Coordinator of Judaic Studies and Supervisor of Instruction 
at the Hebrew Academy of Greater Washington. He has served as Chairman of 
the Talmud Department at Ramaz Day School and was a Jerusalem Fellow. 

Charles R. Bronfman, 1170 Peel Street, Montreal, Quebec H3B 4P2, 
(514) 878-5271 
Mr . Bronfman is Co-Chairman and Chairman of the Executive Committee of The 
Seagram Company, Ltd., Chairman of The CRB Foundation and Honorary Chairman, 
Canada-Israel Securities Ltd. He is Director of the Canadian Council of 
Christians and Jews, and active in many civic and Jewish causes. 



John C. Colman, 4 Briar Lane, Glencoe, Illinois 60022, (312) 835-1209 
Mr. Colman is a private investor and business consultant. He is a member of 
the Executive Committee of the American Joint Distribution Committee and is 
active in a wide variety of Jewish and general institutions. 

Maurice S. Corson (Rabbi) , The Yexner Foundation, 41 S. High Street, 
Suite 3390, Columbus, Ohio 43215, (614) 461-8112 
Rabbi Corson is President of the Wexner Foundation. He was a director of the 
Jewish Community Relations Council of Philadelphia, United Israel Appeal of 
Canada, and B'nai B'rith. He is active in many Jewish and civic causes. 

Lester Crown, 222 North LaSalle Street, Suite 2000, Chicago, Illinois 60601, 
(312) 236-6300 
Mr. Crown. is President of Henry Crown and Company, Chairman of the Board of 
Material Service Corporation and Executive Vice-President of General Dynamics. 
He has served as Chairman of the Board of The Jewish Theological Seminary of 
America. 

David Dubin, JCC on the Palisades, 411 E. Clinton, Tenafly, New Jersey, 07670 
(201) 569 - 7900 
Mr. Dubin is Executive Director of the Jewish Community Center on the Palisades 
and author of several articles in The Journal of Jewish Communal Service on 
Jewish education within Jewish community centers. 

Stuart E. Eizenstat, Powell , Goldstein, Frazer & Murphy, 1001 Pennsylvania 
Avenue, N.W., Sixth Floor, Washington, D.C. 20004, (202) 347-0066 
Mr. Eizenstat practices law in Washington, D.C. and teaches at the Kennedy 
School of Government at Harvard University. He was Director of the domestic 
policy staff at The ~ite House under the Carter Administration. He is active 
in many civic and Jewish organizations and speaks and writes widely on public 
policy. 

Joshua Elkin (Rabbi, Ed. D.), 74 Park Lane, Newton, Massachusetts 02159, 
(617) 964-7765 
Rabbi Elkin is Headmaster of the Solomon Schechter Day School of Boston. He 
has taught in the Jewish Education program at the Hornstein Program in Jewish 
Communal Service at Brandeis University and has just completed a year as a 
Jerusalem Fellow. 

Eli N. Evans, Charles H. Revson Foundation, 444 Madison Avenue, New York, 
NY 10022, (212) 935-3340 
Mr. Evans is President of the Charles H. Revson Foundation which supports 
programs in urban affairs, Jewish and general education, and biomedical 
research policy. He has written two books on the history of Jews in the 
American South. 



Irwin S, Field, Liberty Vegetable Oil Company, P. 0. Box 4236, Cerritos, 
California 90703, (213) 921-3567 
Mr. Field is President of Liberty Vegetable Oil, and Chairman of the Executive 
Committee of Luz International Ltd. He is Vice Chairman of the Jewish 
Federation of Los Angeles and a past National Chairman of the United Jewish 
Appeal. He serves many other national and international organizations. 

Max M. Fisher, Fisher Building, 27th Floor, 3011 Grand Boulevard, Detroit, 
Michigan 48202, (313) 871-8000 
Mr. Fisher was Chairman of the Board of Governors of The Jewish Agency for 
Israel, President of the Council of Jewish Federations, and President of the 
United Jewish Appeal. He was Chairman of United Brands Company and has been 
involved with many other corporations and civic and Jewish organizations. 

Alfred Gottschalk (Rabbi, Ph.D.), Hebrew Union College, 3101 Clifton Avenue, 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220-2488, (513) 221-1875 
Rabbi Gottschalk is President of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion. He bas written extensively on ethics, education and Jewish 
intellectual history. 

Arthur Green (Rabbi, Ph.D.), Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, Church Road 
and Greenwood Avenue, Wyncote, Pennsylvania 19095, (215) 576 -0800 
Dr. Green is President of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College and the 
author of many books and articles including Tormented Master; A Life of Rabbi 
Nahman of Bratslav. 

Irving Greenberg (Rabbi, Ph.D.), The National Jewish Center for Learning and 
Leadership, 421 Seventh Avenue, New York, NY 10001, (212) 714-9500 
Rabbi Greenberg is President and co-founder of CLAL: The National Jewish 
Center for Learning and Leadership. He founded and chaired the Department of 
Judaic Studies at City College and has taught and written widely on Jewish 
thoughts and religion. 

Joseph S. Gruss, Gruss & Company, 900 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10022, 
(212) 688-1500 
Mr. Gruss is former head of Gruss & Company. He established the Fund for 
Jewish Education in New York in association with UJA/Federation of Jewish 
Philanthropies. He has provided full medical and financial support to Jewish 
educators, grants to 400 Jewish Day Schools and Yeshivot and to community 
organi zations dedicated to Jewish outreach, and funds for school building 
renovations. He supports Jewish educators through scholarships for high school 
and college students. 

Robert I. Hiller, Zanvyl Krieger Fund, 101 W. Mount Royal Avenue, Baltimore, 
Maryland 21201, (301) 727- 4828 
Mr . Hiller is a consultant to non-profit organizations and President of the 
Zanvyl Krieger Fund. He has been chief professional officer of the Council of 
Jewish Federations and the Jewish Federations in Pittsburgh and Baltimore. 



David Hirschhorn, The Blaustein Building, P. 0. Box 238, Baltimore, Maryland 
21203, (301) 347-7200 
Mr. Hirschhorn is Vice Chairman of American Trading and Production 
Corporation. He is a Vice President of the American Jewish Committee and 
active in Jewish education in Baltimore. 

Carol K. Ingall, Bureau of Jewish Education of Rhode Island, 130 Sessions 
Street, Providence, Rhode Island 02906, (401) 331-0956 
Mrs. Ingall is Executive Director of the Bureau of Jewish Education of Rhode 
Island, curriculum consultant to the Jewish Theological Seminary and 
representative of the Council for Jewish Education to the Conference on Jewish 
Communal Service. 

Ludwig Jesselson, Philipp Brothers, Inc. 1221 Avenue of the Americas, New York, 
NY 10020, (212) 575-5900 
Mr. Jesselson has served as Chairman of Philipp Brothers, Inc., Chairman of the 
Board of Governors of Bar Ilan University, Treasurer of the Board of Yeshiva 
University and President of OJA/Federation of Jewish Philanthropies of New York 
Joint Campaign. 

Henry Koschitzky. 1 Yorkdale Road, #404, Toronto, Ontario M6A 3Al, 
(416) 781-5545 
Mr. Koschitzky, a former Rhodes Scholar, is President of Iko Industries Ltd. 
He has served as Chairman of the Board of Jewish Education in Toronto. 

Mark Lainer, 17527 Magnolia Boulevard, Encino, California 91316, (818) 787-1400 
Mr. Lainer is an attorney and real estate developer. He is an officer of the 
Jewish Federation of Los Angeles and Vice President of JESNA., He was fQunding 
president of Abraham Joshua Heschel Day School, Vice President of Education at 
Temple Valley Beth Sholom, Encino, and Chairman of the Bureau of Jewish 
Education of Los Angeles. 

Norman La.mm (Rabbi, Ph.D.), Yeshiva University, 500 ~est 185th Street, New 
York, NY 10033, (212) 960-5280 
Dr. Lamm is President of Yeshiva University, founder of Tradition magazine and 
the author of many books including Faith and Doubt. He was a member of the 
President's Commission on the Holocaust and lectures extensively on Judaism, 
law and ethics. 

Sara S. Lee, Rhea Hirsch School of Education, Hebrew Union College, 
3077 University .Avenue, Los Angeles, California 90007-3796, (213) 749-3424 
Mrs. Lee is Director of the Rhea Hirsch School of Education at Hebrew Union 
College in Los Angeles and Vice Chairman of the Association of Institutions of 
Higher Learning in Jewish Education. She is a frequent contributor to 
conferences and publications on Jewish education. 



Seymour Martin Lipset (Ph.D.), Stanford University, 213 Hoover Memorial 
Building, Stanford, California 94121 (415) 723-4741 
Professor Lipset is a Senior Fellow in political science and sociology at the 
Hoover Institution at Stanford University. He has been co-editor of Public 
Opinion and author of many books including Political Man and The Politics of 
Unreason. 

Haskel Lookstein (Rabbi, Ph.D.), Ramaz School, 125 East 85th Street, New York, 
NY 10028, (212) 427-1000 
Rabbi Lookstein is Principal of Ramaz School and Rabbi of Congregation Kehilath 
Jeshurun. He teaches at Yeshiva University and has served in leadership roles 
with the National Rabbinic Cabinet, the New York Board of Rabbis, the Coalition 
to Free Soviet Jews and the UJA-Federation of New York. 

Robert E. Loup, Loup-Miller Construction Company, 10065 E. Harvard Avenue, 
Suite 900, Denver, Colorado 80231, (303) 745-7000 
Mr. Loup is a real estate developer. He is life president of the Allied Jewish 
Federation of Denver, National Chairman of CLAL, and past national chairman of 
the United Jewish Appeal. 

Morton L. Mandel, Premier Industrial Corporation, 4500 Euclid Avenue, 
Cleveland, Ohio 44103, (216) 391-8300 
Mr. Mandel is Chairman of the Board of Premier. He has been President of the 
Jewish Community Federation of Cleveland, the Council of Jewish Federations, 
and JWB. 

Matthew J. Maryles, Oppenheimer and Company, Inc., 1 World Financial Center, 
200 Liberty Street, New York, NY 10281, (212) 667-7420 
Mr. Maryles is a Managing Director of Oppenheimer and Company, Inc., a New York 
investment banking firm. He is President of Yeshivah of Flatbush, Chairman of 
the Fund for Jewish Education and Vice President of UJA/Federation of Jewish 
Philanthropies of New York. 

Florence Melton, 1000 Urlin Avenue, #1505, Columbus, Ohio, 43212, 
(614) 486-2690 
Mrs. Melton is the founder of R. G. Barry Corporation where she serves as 
Design Consultant. She has served on the Board of Huntington National Bank, 
Columbus, and is an inventor who holds a number of patents. Through her 
philanthropic efforts, she has initiated numerous innovative projects in Jewish 
and secular education, including a research project at Ohio State University 
designed to increase the self-image of junior high school children. She has 
served on many national education boards. 

Donald R. Mintz, McGlinchey, Stafford, Mintz, Cellini & Lang, 643 Magazine 
Street, New Orleans, Louisianna 70130, (504) 586-1200 
Mr. Mintz is Founder and Director of McGlinchey, Stafford, Mintz, Cellini and 
Lang and a Professor at Tulane University Law School. He was President of the 
New Orleans Federation and is now President of JW'B. 



Lester Pollack, Lazard Freres & Company, One Rockefeller Plaza, New York, NY 
10020, (212) 632-4829 
Mr. Pollack is a General Partner of Lazard Freres and Chief Executive Officer 
of Centre Partners . He is Vice President of the JYB and of UJA/Federation of 
Jewish Philanthropies of New York. 

Charles Ratner, Forest City Enterprises, Inc., 10800 Brookpark Road, Cleveland, 
Ohio 44130, (216) 267-1200 
Mr. Ratner is Executive Vice President of Forest City Enterprises, Inc. He is 
Vice President of the Jewish Community Federation of Cleveland, Chairman of the 
Cleveland Commission on Jewish Continuity, and of the Cleveland Jewish Welfare 
Fund campaign. He is active in other civic and Jewish organizations. 

Esther Leah Ritz, 929 N. Astor Street, #2107-8 , Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202, 
(414) 291-9220 
Mrs. Ritz has been President of JYB and Vice President of the Council of Jewish 
Federations. She is Vice Chairman of Wurzweiler School of Social Work at 
Yeshiva University and is a Past President of the Jewish Federation in 
Milwaukee. 

Harriet L, Rosenthal, 368 Woodland Place, South Orange, New Jersey, 07079 
(201) 762-7242 
Mrs. Rosenthal is a Vice President of JYB. She was a delegate of the National 
Council of Jewish Women to the Conference of Presidents, and serves on the 
Board of The National Conference on Soviet Jewry. 

Alvin I. Schiff (Ph.D.), Board of Jewish Education of Greater New York, 
426 West 58th Street, New York, NY 10019, (212) 245-8200 
Dr. Schiff is Executive Vice President of the Board of Jewish Education of 
Greater New York, Editor of Jewish Education and Professor of Jewish Education 
at Yeshiva University. He is past president of the Council for Jewish 
Education. 

Lionel H. Schipper, Q.C., Schipper Enterprises, Inc., 22 St. Clair Avenue, 
East, Suite 1700 , Toronto, Ontario M4T 2S3, (416) 961-5355 
Mr . Schipper is president of Schipper Enterprises, Inc., a private investment 
firm. He is director of several organizations, including Co-Steel, Inc., 
Toronto Sun Publishing Corporation and the Alzheimer Society. He is past 
chairman of the United Jewish Appeal of Metropolitan Toronto. 

Ismar Schorsch (Rabbi, Ph.D . ), Jewish Theological Seminary, 3080 Broadway, 
New York, NY 10027 , (212) 678-8072 
Dr. Schorsch is Chancellor and Professor of Jewish History at the Jewish 
Theological Seminary of America. He has served as President of the Leo Baeck 
Institute and has published in the area of European Jewish history. 



Harold M. Schulweis (Rabbi, Th.D.), Valley Beth Shalom, 15739 Ventura 
Boulevard, Encino, California 91436, (818) 788-6000 
Rabbi Schulweis is Rabbi of Valley Beth Shalom Congregation of Encino. He is a 
contributing editor to Reconstructionist, Sh'ma, and Moment magazines. He has 
taught at the University of Judaism and Hebrew Union College in Los Angeles and 
is on the faculty of the B'nai B'rith Adult Education Commission. 

Daniel S. Shapiro, Schulte, Roth & Zabel, 900 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10022 , 
(212) 758-0404 
Mr. Shapiro is a partner in Schulte, Roth and Zabel. He has served as 
President of the Federation of Jewish Philanthropies of New York and is Vice 
President of the Council of Jewish Federations. 

Margaret W. Tisbman, 1095 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10028, (212) 980-1000 
Mrs. Tishman is President of the UJA/Federatioo of Jewish Philanthropies of New 
York. She has served in leadership roles with the Jewish Community Relations 
Council of New York, the Jewish Theological Seminary, and Yeshiva University. 

Isadore Twersky (Rabbi, Ph.D.), Harvard University, Center for Jewish Studies, 
6 Divinity Avenue, Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138, (617) 495-4326 
Professor Twersky is Nathan Littauer Professor of Hebrew Literature and 
Philosophy and Director of the Center for Jewish Studies at Harvard 
University. He has written numerous scholarly books and studies in Jewish 
philosophy and law. 

Bennett Yanowitz, 2600 Erieview Tower, Cleveland, Ohio 44114, (216) 696-3311 
Mr. Yanowitz is a principal in the firm of Kahn, Kleinman, Yanowitz and Arnson. 
He is President of JESNA. He has served as Vice President of the Jewish 
Community Federation of Cleveland and Chairman of the National Jewish Community 
Relations Advisory Council. 

Isaiah Zeldin (Rabbi), Stephen S. Wise Temple, 15500 Stephen S. Wise Drive, 
Los Angeles, California 90077, (213) 476-8561 
Rabbi Zeldin is the Founder and Rabbi of the Stephen S. Wise Temple in Los 
Angeles . He is founding dean of the Los Angeles branch of Hebrew Union 
College, and past president of the Pacific Association of Reform Rabbis and the 
American Zionist Council. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

For information contact: 
Mark Gurvis (216) 391-8300 

COMMISSION ON JEWISH EDUCATION 

IN NORTH AMERICA 

Education Commission Moves from Ideas toward 

Action at Crucial Fourth Meeting 

Education has been an urgent concern of all Americans ever since the 

publication of the 1979 Carnegie report, titled "A Nation at Risk. 0 That 

report awoke the country to the immediate need for improvement of the 

nation's educational system. 

Many feel the Jewish community, too, is at risk. That is why THE 

COMMISSION ON JEWISH EDUCATION IN NORTH AM.ERICA was formed in 1988, and that 

is why t he Commission--a major initiative that bas as its goal a radical 

change in Jewish education in North America- -has been meeting regularly for 

more than one year, in hopes that by June, 1990 , it will be able to announce 

plans for the revitalization of Jewish education, and for the implementation 

and funding of those plans . 

Toward that end, the full Commission--comprised of 47 prominent Jewish 

scholars, educators, community organizers, religious and communal 

leaders--will meet in New York on October 23, 1989 to discuss its progress 

and to discuss moving from planning to action. 



"When we established the Commission, it was with the hope that it would 

bring about major change in Jewish education throughout North America ," said 

Morton L. Mandel, Cleveland, chairman of the Commission. "We understood from 

the very beginning that a message, a vision, was important, but that it would 

need to be accompanied by concrete plans to be implemented in the real 

world--in schools, in synagogues, in community centers, in camps, in 

educational programs in Israel, in adult and family education. 

"Now, more than a year later, we have met as a Commission three times, 

and we have worked to boil down dozens of viable ideas into concrete 

strategies. We are now ready to begin moving from discussion to 

implementation." 

At the October 23 meeting whose theme is, "From Decisions to 

Implementation: A Plan for Action," the commissioners will discuss how 

changes might be implemented simultaneously on a number of fronts. 

By the time the Commission issues its final report next summer, some 

elements of the Action Plan will already be in place. For now, though, the 

Commission's task is to develop the strategies needed for putting those 

elements to work. 

Specifically, the agenda for the October 23 meeting will include 

discussion of a seven-part Action Plan which has emerged from the 

Commission's first three meetings. 
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The seven-part Action Plan consists of: 

1. Mobilizing the Community: A systematic effort to improve the climate 
in the Jewish community, in order to place Jewish education at the very top 
of the communal agenda, and to make resources available for implementation of 
programs . 

2. Developing strategies for building a profession of Jewish education: 
Recruitment, training and retention of qualified, well -paid professional 
educators . 

3. Developing Community Action Sites: Creating examples of the best 
that Jewish education has to offer, so that educators worldwide can learn 
from methods that are already proven successful. 

4 . Developing a continental support system for Jewish education to 
implement strategies which go beyond that which can be addressed in 
individual communities. 

5 . Outlining an agenda for programmatic areas, such as the media, 
informal education, the Israel experience, day school, college age, early 
childhood, etc. 

6. Building a research capacity: To measure impact and effectiveness of 
programs, and to build a knowledge base for future decision-making. 

7. Designing a mechanism for implementation: Continuing the work of the 
Commission through creation of a mechanism to implement its recommendations 
within the North American Jewish community. 

"'While each meeting to date has been important, the October 23 meeting 

will be pivotal, 11 Mr ,. Mandel said. "It is one thing to come up with ideas 

for changing an existing structure. Commissions have been empaneled before, 

and they have issued recommendations for improving our Jewish educational 

system. What sets this Commission apart is its drive to see its 

recommendations implemented. Thinking through the crucial steps to take us 

from ideas to action will be our focus at the next meeting . " 

The Commission represents an effort not only to review the state of 

Jewish education and to recommend policies to guide Jewish education 
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into the 21st Century, but to stimulate priority attention to Jewish 

educators from leading individuals and institutions, and to implement 

recommendations leading to broad changes in Jewish education. 

The Commission's members include Jewish leaders from all over the United 

States and Canada, from every branch of Judaism, and from a broad range of 

institutions concerned with Jewish education. It is sponsored by the Mandel 

Associated Foundations of Cleveland, in cooperation with the Jewish Welfare 

Board (JWB), the Jewish Education Service of North America (JESNA), and in 

collaboration with the Council of Jewish Federations (CJF). 
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Chairman 
Mona Rik!is Ackerman 
Ronald Apple-by 
David Arnow 
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February 2, 1990 

Dear Editor: 

C01'>11\1ll§SITON 
01'\f JE'\V:lSH EDUC.A11ON 

KN NOR'Tl-lJ AlV!ElRJfC4.. 
4500 Euclid Avenue 

Cleveland, Ohio -t4103 
216/391-8300 

Enclosed is a recent news release for the Commission on 
Jewish Education in North America. It outlines the agenda 
for the Commission's February 14 meeting in New York. 

The New York Jewish Week and Cleveland Jewish News have 
recently run extensive feature stories on the work of the 
Commission and I would be glad to work with any paper 
interested in developing an article. The participation of 
particular leaders or professionals in the Commission might 
provide a local connection that I can develop with you. 

Please feel free to call me for futher information. 

Sincerely, 

Mark Gurvi s 
Commission staff 

Convened by Mandel Associated Foundations, JWB and ]ESNA in collaboration with CJF 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE For information contact: 
Mark Gurvis (216) 391-8300 

COMMISSION ON JEWISH EDUCATION 

IN NORTH AMERICA 

EDUCATION COMMISSION FINALIZING REPORT 

With the beginning of a pioneering era in Jewish education only months 

away, the Commission on Jewish Education i n North America, a 47-member blue 

ribbon panel of educators, scholars, philanthropists, religious and lay 

leaders is preparing for its fifth meeting, to be held February 14 in New 

York. 

"This meeting will be a criti cal one, because our final report is 

taking shape. This will be our opportunity to discuss major policy options 

and hammer out core recommendations," said Commission chairman Morton L. 

Mandel of Cleveland. 

The Commission has been studying Jewish education in the United States 

and Canada for one and a half years, and will issue its findings in June. 

Unlike many panels that study the various aspects of a problem, the 

Commission will not only recommend ways of improving the field of Jewish 

education but will also provide the impetus for implementation . The 

Commission's goal i s to positively introduce change in the structure of the 

Jewish education system. 

"We need to issue a clarion call for change in Jewish education and we 

must offer long- term development and funding strategies to accomplish this 

across - the-board change, " Mandel said . "We are developing a ten year plan, 
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and parts of the plan can be implemented immediately. Jewish coll\11lunities, 

religious denominations, and educational institutions have shown tremendous 

interest, and we have begun the process of producing the financial means to 

help bring about the changes we recommend." 

One of the major problems the Commission has identified is a severe 

shortage of qualified, well-trained Jewish educators. The Commission's 

r eport will rev iew this problem and suggest ways of addressing it. The 

report will also recommend development of local action sites which can 

demonstrate the best of what Jewish education has to offer . 

Mandel, a Cleveland civic and business leader, founded the Commission 

in 1988 in the belief that Jewish education was not living up to its 

potential, a distressing problem that affected the very core of the Jewish 

community . 

"There's a war going on," Mandel said. "The trendlines of assimilation 

and intermarriage tend to indicate we 're moving away from Judaism and a 

sense of Jewish peoplehood. If we just stand by and watch it happen 

without going on the offensive, we will never forgive ourselves ." 

So Mandel "went on the offensive," lining up institutional support, and 

47 of the top Jewish minds in the nation. So far, the Commission has met 

four times . It is producing numerous research reports on the state of 

various aspects of Jewish education today, and is w,orking towards its 

conclusion. In its coming February 14 meeting in New York, the Commission 

will continue to review recommendations, so that by June, 1990, its final 

report should be ready and the implementation process can begin. 
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"It may take a generation to fully accomplish all we want implemented," 

Mandel said . "But I've never been more excited about the great potential 

for doing g~od:. 11 

Commission member John Colman, president of the Jewish Federation of 

Chicago, shares Mandel's belief in the importance of the Commission's 

mission. "It would be irresponsible not to give the legacy of our rich 

Jewish culture and heritage to our kids," he said. "It is our 

responsibility to preserve this treasure and make it grow." 

Esther Leah Ritz of Milwaukee, a past president of J~B (the Jewish 

Community Center movement), and a member of the executive board of the 

Council of Jewish Federations, said her participation in the Commission is 

as important as any project she has undertaken. "I think we need to work 

to improve Jewish schools, as well as informal educational systems, so that 

the next generation of Jews will have a meaningful Jewish education," she 

said. 

The Commission on Jewish Education in North America is sponsored by the 

Mandel Associated Foundations of Cleveland, Ohio, in cooperation with J\IB , 

the Jewish Education Service of North America (JESNA), and in collaboration 

with the Council of Jewish Federations. 
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March 2, 1990 

Dear Editor: 

4500 Eudid Avenue 
Clevdand, Ohio 44103 

216/ 3Q 1-8300 

Enclosed is a news release about the February 14th meeting of 

the Commission on Jewish Education in North America. The 

Commission is now working towards completion of its final 

report, which is expected to be approved in June. We will be 

glad to provide any help and additional information we can 

about the Commission and its efforts for your paper. 

Sincerely, 

Mark Gurvis 
Commission staff 

Convened by Mandel Associaced Foundations, JWB and ]ESNA in collaborarion with CJF 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

For information contact: 
Mark Gurvis (216) 391-8300 

COMMISSION ON JEWISH EDUCATION 

IN NORTH AMERICA 

Commission Foresees Implementation Possibilities 

At its lase meeting, held February 14 in New York, the Commission on 

Jewish Education in North America focused on the ability and likelihood of 

implementing its final recommendations. The Commission is expected to 

complete its work in June and issue its report soon thereafter. 

Commission Chairman Morton L. Mandel noted that uconditions are good for 

moving ahead. Extraordinary leadership has dedicated itself to the 

Commission's work and stayed close to the process throughout our 

deliberations. Many communities throughout North America have watched the 

Commission progress with growing interest and are beginning to move in the 

direction of the recommendations being considered ." 

The Commission's report will suggest a plan of action for the North 

American Jewish community. The elements of the plan include: 

- mobilizing greater community support for Jewish education; 

- improving personnel in Jewish education; 

- developing several local demonstration centers; 

facilitating development of a research capability in Jewish education; 

- facilitating exploration and development in various programmatic arenas . 



From its inception the Commission bas viewed itself as action-oriented. 

Accordingly, it is expected that beyond issuing its report, the Commission 

will create the means to implement its recommendations. During discussion of 

an implementation mechanism at the recent meeting, the Commission's unique 

partnership between private Jewish foundation leadership and some of the 

central institutions that organize Jewish life was pointed to as a model to 

emulate. An implementation mechanism is envisioned to be small in size, of 

very high quality, working with existing institutions to achieve common goals 

and objectives. 

"In a sense, we want a catalyst, an energizing force which can facilitate 

cooperative work by other institutions, brokering between leadership and 

financial resources, and institutions and organizations that can get the work 

done," Mr. Mandel said. 

The role of the Commission and its successor mechanism in mobilizing 

greater community support for Jewish education was highlighted by commissioner 

Esther Leah Ritz of Milwaukee. "Nothing will happen to upgrade the quality of 

Jewish education unless local community leadership is motivated to commit 

themselves. That message must be carried by this Commission into every 

community and become the property of local and national Jewish leadership." 

Discussion during the recent Commission meeting also ratified the strong 

emphasis on personnel. Commissioners agreed that serious intervention in the 

areas of recruitment, training, retention, and building the status of the 

profession, the North American Jewish community are necessary to succeed in 

sustaining its vitality, diversity, and commitment to Jewish values and 

beliefs. 

-2-



Joshua Elkin, an educator from Boston, highlighted the critical 

relationship between the two priority areas of community and personnel. 

"There is a symbiotic relationship between the c:wo of them. If we are working 

on building community support, that will have an effect on the profession. If 

we want to intervene on the profession, to be able to do that, raise the money 

that is necessary and hold onto the people, we ' re going to have to convince 

the community to be more supportive. You really have to intervene on both 

simultaneously." 

The Commission on Jewish Education in North America is sponsored by the 

Mandel Associated Foundations of Cleveland, Ohio, in cooperation with JWB, the 

Jewish Education Service of North America (JESNA), and in collaboration with 

the Council of Jewish Federations. 
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For information contact: 
Mark Gurvis (216) 391-8300 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

COMMISSION ON JEWISH EDUCATION 

IN NORTH AMERICA 

Teacher Professionalism: A Pressing Problem Addressed by 
the Commission on Jewish Education in North America 

What does the Jewish community want and expect of its teachers? 

In the first of several research studies sponsored by the Commission on 

Jewish Education in North America, a group seeking to explore and recommend 

significant new support for Jewish education, a respected education scholar 

analyzes the status of Jewish teachers and of the issues involved in the 

cre.ation of a profession for Jewish teachers. 

"Toward the Professionalization of Jewish Teaching," by Dr. Isa Aron, 

associate professor at the Rhea Hirsch School of Education of the Hebrew 

Union College in Los Angeles, describes the particular problems facing Jewish 

education, many of which do not exist in secular education, and after 

in~depth analysis offers some concrete solutions to many of those problems. 

The Commission on Jewish Education in North America, a 47-member blue 

ribbon panel of educators, scholars, philanthropists, religious and lay 

leaders from all over the United States and Canada, has been studying Jewish 

education for two years. The Commission hopes to release its report and 



\. 

recommendations to the Jewish community some time this fall, and research 

like that conducted by Or. Aron is vital to the goals of the Commission. 

In her study, Dr. Aron notes that nwnerous studies have been conducted on 

public school education, many focusing on the concept of teacher 

professional ism. In Jewish education, too, professionalism has been a theme . 

But Dr. Aron asks a critical question: Given the difficul ty in attaining a 

higher degree of professionalism in secular schools, and given some built-in 

barriers in Jewish education, what can be done to increase the 

professionalism of teachers in Jewish schools? 

"Those who are concerned with upgrading the teaching profession are 

caught in a vicious cycle," Dr. Aron writes. "Low status, low salaries and a 

lack of autonomy make the field unattractive to potential candidates; at the 

same time, the mediocrity of many of its practitioners makes it harder to 

argue for greater autonomy, higher status, and perhaps most importantly, 

considerabl y higher pay." 

That problem is one of the main issues being tackled by the Commission. 

And Or. Ar on, perhaps as a preview to the Commission's recommendations, fully 

analyzes and explores the many facets of the challenge. 

"Dr . Aron's study will be very useful to the Commission as we formula t e 

our recommendations for improving Jewish education," said Commission chairman 

Morton Mandel of Cleveland, Ohio. "She has not only summarized previous 

research on teacher professionalism, but has gone several steps beyond, to 

thoroughly analyzing the present situation and helping set the stage for 

change through her clarifications and suggestions . " 

- 2 -
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Mandel, who chairs the Commission on Jewish Education in North America 

founded in 1988, said that the Commission's report will be a blueprint for 

change . He noted that once the Commission issues its report in the fall, 

another group of Jewish leaders will be formed to begin immediately 

implementing the recommendations of the Commission. 

The Commission on Jewish Education in North America is sponsored by the 

Mandel Associated Foundations of Cleveland, Ohio, in cooperation with the 

Jewish Community Centers Association of North America, and the Jewish 

Education Service of North America (JESNA), in collaboration with the Council 

of Jewish Federations. 

(-30-) 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

For information contact: 

4500 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland. Ohio~IOJ 

216/391-8100 

Gerald Nagel/Raphael Rothstein 
Deborah Strober/Jerry Strober 

(212) 818-9100 
(212) 679-6122 

MEDIA ALERT 

COMMISSION ON JEWISH EDUCATION IN NORTH AMERICA 
TO RELEASE REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ACTION AT 

NOVEMBER 8 PRESS CONFERENCE AT 
GRAND HYATT HOTEL, NE1.l YORK CITY 

NEW YORK--October 22, 1990 .. .. . The findings and recommendations 

of THE COMMISSION ON JEWISH EDUCATION, a high level group of North 

American Jewish community leaders, scholars, educators, and 

representatives of major religious denominations, which has me t for 

two years, will be released at a Press Conference to be held on 

Thursday , November 8 at 9:30 a.m. in the Broadhurst/ Be l asco Room, 

Grand Hyatt Hotel, 42nd Street, between Park and Lexington Avenues, 

New York City. 

Members of the Commission include: 

Mandell L. Berman, President, Council of Jewish Federations 

Charles R. Bronfman, Chairman of the Executive Committee, The 

Seagram Company, Ltd. and Chairman, the CR.B Foundation 

Convened by Mandel Associated Foundations, JWB and JESNA in collaboration with CJF 



Lester Cro•,m, President of Henry Crown and Company; Executive Vice 

President, General Dynamics Corporation 

Stuart E. Eizenstat, former Director of Domestic Policy under 

President Jimmy Carter 

Eli N. Evans, President, Charles H. Revson Foundation 

Max M. Fisher, Founding Chairman of the Board of Governors of the Jewish 

Agency for Israel 

Rabbi Alfred Gottschalk, President, Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute 

of Religion 

Rabbi Arthur Green, President, Reconstructionist Rabbinical College 

Rabbi Norman La.mm, President, Yeshiva University 

Seymour Martin Lipset, Senior Fellow in Political Science and Sociology, 

The Hoover Institution at Stanford University 

Robert E. Loup. former National Chairman, United Jewish Appeal 

Morton L. Mandel, Chairman of the Board, Premier Industrial Corporation, 

Past President, Council of Jewish Federations 

Matthew J. Maryles, a Managing Director of Oppenheimer & Company, Inc. 

Florence Melton, Founder, R. G. Barry Corporation 

Lester Pollack, General Partner, Lazard Freres & Company, and 

President, JCC Association 

Alvin I. Schiff, Executive Vice President, Board of Jewish Education of 

Greater New York 

Rabbi Ismar Schorsch, Chancellor, Jewish Theological Seminary of America 

Margaret W. (Peggy) Tishman, Past President, UJA/Federation of Jewish 

Philanthropies of New York 

Rabbi Isadore Twersky. Nathan Littauer Professor of Hebrew Literature and 

Philosophy and Director of the Center for Jewish Studies at Harvard 

University. 
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November 7, 1990 

Re : November 7 Commission on Jewish Education Press Con=erence 

Here is a summary of media contacts as o{ 3 : 00 P.M . today . 

1. An alert was mailed on October 22 to New York area print and 
broadcast, wire services, selected religion and education editors 
of major daily newspapers, angle- Jewish newspapers thro~ghout the O.S. 

2. We have been in telephone contact with key names on this list. 

3 . We have arranged for fed/ex deliveries to: 

Ari Goldman, Religion Writer, Ne w York Times (if he does 
not come tomorrow he will talk by tele;:hone to Mort ~andel 

John Dart, Religion Editor, Los Angeles Times 
David Firestone, Religion Editor, Newsday 
Kenneth Woodward, Religion Editor, Newsweek 
Muriel Cohen, Education Editor, Boston Globe 
Janet Bass, Education Editor, OPI 
Dennis Kelly, Education Editor, USA TODAY 
Darrell Turner, Jewish News Editor, Religious News Service 

{ve have briefed each of the above on the study. 

4. We have discussed the news conference with : 

Reuters 
George Cornell, Associated Press 
Bob Monroe, Associated Press 
Joseph Berger, New York Times 
Julie Asher, National Catholic News Serv ice 
Laurel Walters, Christian Science Monitor 
Aron Hirt-Manheimer, Reform Judaism 
Maier Deshell, Congress Monthly 
Jonathan Schacter, Israel Radio/ Jerusalem Post 
Jean Herscaft, Jewish Post 
Charles Bamohl, Jewish Week 
Rebecca Sorenson, Jewish Standard 
Susan Rosenbluth, The Jewish Voice 
David Frank, Metrowest Jewish News 
Myra Cohen, Israel Magazine 
Judy Lessing, Israel Radio , English 
Gerald Renner, Hartford Courant 
Daryl Holland, Cleveland Plain Dealer 
Andre w Carroll, W~shington Jewish Week 

5. We expect: 
JTA 
Forward 
Long Island Jewish World 

6 . we have listed the news conference on the AP and CPI Jaybooks. 
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CONTACT: David ~lain.man 
(216 ) 831-0700 

Oeborah/ Jerry strober 
(212) 679-6122 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

FOLLOWING TWO-YEAR STUDY, COMMISSION ON JEWISH EDUCATION 
I~ ~ORTH /\MERICA ISSUES MPORT; CITES DEFICIENCIES IN 
FUNDING, COMMUNAL SUPPORT AND PROFBSSIONALISMJ RECOMMENDS 
MASSIVE PROGRAMLINCLUDING RAISING OF $25-50 MILLION,AND 
CREATES ENTITY TO IMPLl?MENT REPORT 

NEW YORK-~No~ember 8, l990 .••••• The commission on Jewish Education 

in North America, a body composed of 44/ l e ading s cholars, educators, 

philanthropists and community off icials, today announced the findings 

of an unprecedented, two-year study undertaken to enlarge the scope, 

raise the s tandards and improve the qualiey of Jewish education in 

the United states and Canada. 

The Commission ' s Report, made pub lic at a news conference at the 

Grand Hyatt Hotel, noted s i gnificant de ficiencies in the s ystem of .. 
Jewish education in North Ameri c a , particu l arly in area s ot tunding, 

c:ornmunal support and professional trllining and e xpressed concern that 

as a result of these failings " the commitment to basi c Jewish v~luea, 

ideals and behavior by large numbers of people may be diminishing at 

an alarming rato. 11 

- The commission recommended a massive program to revitalize Jewish 

· education)i ncluding t~aising of $25-50 million over the next five 

years, the profe ssionaliz~J'' of Jewish education, the raising of 

Jewish ed~~ation to the t op of t he communal agenda, the development 

of a research c a pacity and the establishment of t hree to five "lead 

communities" to f unction as local laboratories. In a maj or s tep,the 
, 

Commissi on created the Council on Initiatives in Jewish Educat ion, 

an entity that wi ll operate as a catalytic agent, working through 

the efforts o f other groupa to ensure the i mp lemen tation of the 

NOU 6 ' 90 9:41 216 831 0966 PAGE. 04 
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commission's Repo~t. 

C . h L. d l . ommenting on~ e Report, Morton Mane , a Cleveland, Oh.1.0 

industriali st and past president of the Council of Jewish Federations, 
• who with his brothers Jack N. Mandel and Joseph c. Mandel , conceived 

the idea of forming the Commission and provided its funding through the 

Mandel Associated roundations, stated: "The responsibility for 

developing Jewish identity and instilling a commitment to Judaism in 

a large segmGnt of the Jewish population rests primc1rily with Jewish 

education. Unfortunately, as we h ave discovered, the system of J ewish 

education is plagued with many problem$, and d\le to its inadequacies, 

is failing to engage the minds of a c ritical segment of the Jewish 
()\,). ('" . . 

population. It 18 to this central isaue that ... study and ~ts 

recommendations are addressed.~ 

11 The Commission ia confident that its blueprint is rea1istie and 

feasible, and will indeed provide the foundation for ..a new era in 

Jewish education. An enormous inveetment of resources and energies 

will be required to bring this about• "But the Commission is convinced 

that the will is there and the tim.e to •ct. is now." 

rn its Report:) t.he Commission found t hat. Jewish educati~n i& 

beset by the following major problems: 

o Sporadic Participation. The pattern ot involvemen~ in ~ewish 

education is intermittent and often short-lived. 

o oeficieneies ~ Educational Content. The presentation of the 

subject matter is ofte,n uninspiring, and there is a dearth of 

high quali ty curricular and edu,eational materials, 

o ~ Underdeveloped Profession of Jewish Education. Whil~ there 

are many dedicated educators in th~ s y stem, a large number of 

positions are filled by unqualified personnel. 

NOU 6 '90 9:42 216 831 0966 PAGE.05 
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o I~adeguate communit¥ support. Jewish education is woefully 

underfunded, and Jewish leadership relatively uninvolved. 

o. The Absence of a Research Function to Produce Reliable Data. - - - ---- ----- -
Without such data it is difficult to monitor results, allocate 

resources, and plan improvements. 

After analyzing these p~obloms, the Co.mmission decided to 
. ' 

focus its efforts on the two building blocks upon which the 

,.. . e.,.. 

system resta--developing the profession of Jewish education, ~nd 

mobilizing community support to meet needs and goals. The profession 
( 

of Jewish education will be built by creating an i.1;6structure for 

recruiting a.nd training qualified personnel; exp~nding the faculties 

and facilities of training institutions; raising salaries and 

benefits of educational personnel and increasing tne empowerment 

of educators. ,. ,.. 
The commiasion believes that community auppo~t can be mQS)ilzed 

by recruiting major leaders to the cause of Jewish education, by 

creating a positive env~t for effective Jewish education a.nd 

by providing substantially increased funding from federations, 

privAte family foundations And other sources. 

Me~era of the Commission which met ~t times durins the two 
I 

• 

PAGE. 06 
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FOLLOWING TWO-YEAR STUDY, COMMISSION ON JEWISH EDUCATION 
IN NORTH AMERICA ISSUES REPORT; CITES DEFICIENCIES IN 
FUNDING, COMMUNAL SUPPORT AND PROFESSIONALISM; RECOMMENDS 
MASSIVE PROGRAM, IKCLUOI NG RAISING OF s2s.50 MILLION, ANO 
CREATES ENTITY TO IMPLEMENT REPORT 

Cnrol K. Iu~I NEW YORK • November 8 , 1 9 9 0 • •••• The Co mm i s s i on on Jew i sh r .udwig Jc!~:i<'-'3on 
Hc-.nrvKo:id,i~kv Education in North Ameri ca, a body compos ed of 44 leading 
Muk~~cr scholars. eduEators, pn , tanthrop1sts and community 
N0nn:in Larnn1 of f i c 1 a l s , t o day an n ounce d t he f i n d i n g s of an 
t;~r~mnLlJll,Ctu nprecedented, t wo- yea r study underta~en to en l arge the 
ll.iskd Lookstl:in s cop e , r a i s e t he s t an d a rd s a n d i mp r o v e t h e q u a l 1 t y of 
Ro!A'Tf E. Lo1.11.1 J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n 1 n t h e U n i t e d S t at e s a n d C a n a d a • 
M:nt l\c:w J. Miiryll.":I 
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MaT"P,iret W. Tishn:um 

The Commissi on 's Repor t , made public at a news conference 
at the Grand Hyatt Hotel, noted signiffcant deficiencies 
in the sys tem of Jewish education 1n North America, 
particularly in areas of fund ing, communal support and 
professional training and expressed concern that as a 
result of these fa ilfngs "the commitment to basic Jewish 
values, ideals and be h avior by large numbers of people may 
be diminish i ng at an alarming rate . 11 

IA.,dori·Tw~ky The Commission recommended a massive program to 
&nnc.'trYunnwiu revital ize Jewish education including the ra i sing of 
~ iah

7
.dJin $25-$50 million over the ne;t five years , the · 

~
11

;
10U Ad . professional 1zat1on of Jewish education, the raising of 

or O cv VUl<>rsJewi sh educat ion to the top of the communal agenda, the 
t)avit!S.Arid development of a research capacity and the establishment 
Seymour rm: 
An~c llodi.~ein of three to five "l ead communities 11 to function as local 
Stc.t1hcull. Hnffm;m laboratories. In a major step, the Commission created the 
M11rrlu s. Kra:,r Co u n c f 1 o n I n i t f at 1 v e s 1 n Jew i s h E du c a t 1 o n , an en t i t y th at Acthur Rornum _ 
Cumtl&:hw11m will operate as a catalyti c agent, working through the 
llecm;tnD.Srcin efforts of other groups to ensure the implementation of 
foi"'thl'ln Woo...hcr t he CO mm 1 s s 1 0 n I s Re p Or t . 
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Director 
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Staff 

Murie C'J\tf\,-L~ 
Virgi11i:1 E Lovi 
Joseph Rcimc:r 

Convened by Mandel As.,oc:i.1ted Foundations. IWH :mrl 1FC:1'T A I
n --

11--1. -

,I ,, 
II ,, 



80 "39tid 
9960 l88 SIZ 

10 : 6 06, 8t OON 

Commenting on the Report. Mo r ton L. Mandel, a Cleveland, Ohio · 
industria l ist and past pr esident of the Council of Jewish 
Federations, who with his brothers Jack N. Mandel and Joseph C. 
Mandel, conceived the idea of for mfng the Commission and provfded 
its funding through the Mandel Associated Foundations, stated: 
"The responsibility for developing Jewi sh identity and 
instilling a commi tment to Juda i sm in a large segment of the 
Jewish populat i on rests primarily with Jewish education . 
Unfortunately, as we have discovered. the system of Jewish 
education is plagued with many probl ems and due to i ts 
inadequacies, 1s failing to engage the mi nds of a critical 
segment of t he Jewish popul ation. It is to th i s central issue 
that our study and its recommendations are addressed . 

The Commission is conf ide nt that i ts bl uepr i nt 1s realistic and 
feasib l e, and wil l i ndeed provi de the f oundation for a new era in 
Jewish education, An enormous investment of resources and . 
energies wi l l be requi r ed to bring th is about. But the 
Comm i ss i on is conv i nced t hat t he wil l fs t here and the time to 
ac t is now,N 

In its report, th e Commfss i on fou nd that Jew i sh educat i on 1s 
beset by the fo ll ow ing major problems: 

* Sporad i c Participat ion. Th e pat t ern of involvement in Jewish 
edu cation ,s 1nfe rmit tent and oft en short- lived. 

* Defic i encies in Educat iona l Cont~n t. The pr esentation of the 
subject matter is often unin sp i ring , and t here is a dearth of 
high quality curri cul ar ~nd educat i onal mater i als. 

! 
*The Underdeve l oped Pr ofl~ss1 on of Jewi sh Ed ucation . Wh 11 e there 

are many ded 1cat ed educators 1n tne system, a large number of 
pos iti ons are f fll ed by unqualff1 ed per sonnel 

*Inadequate Community Suppor t . Jewl sh educat i on 1s woefully 
underfunded, and Jewish leadership relatively un i nvolved. 

* The absence of a Research Funct i on to Produce Re l iable Data. 
Without such data 1t 1s d1fr1cult to mon1tor res ults, al locate 
resources, and plan improvements. 

Afte r ana lyz i ng these prob l ems, the Commission decided to focus 
its efforts on the two building blocks upon which the system 
rests -- developing the profession of Jewish education, and 
mobi11z1ng community support to meet needs and goals. The 
profession of Jewish education will be built by creatfng an 
infrastructure for recrufting and tra i nin g qualified personnel; 
expand i ng the faculties and faci l ities of tratnfng 1nst1tutions; 
raising salaries and benefits of educational personnel and 
increasing the empowerment of educators . 
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The Commission believes that community support can be mobilized 
by recruiting major leaders to the cause of Jewish education, by 
creating a positive environment for effective Jewish education 
~nd by providing substant1a1ty increased funding from 
federations, private family foundations and other sources. 

A 11st of the members of the Commission, which met eight times 
during the two years, is attached. 
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255 NORTH EL CIELO ROAD SUITE 430 
PALM SPRINGS CA 92262 

MS. J . a. HARRIS 
J EWISH CURRENT E VENTS 
P.O. BOX 15780 
SAN DIEGO CA 92175 

MS. CAROL ROSENBER 
SAN DIEGO JEWISH TIMES 
2592 FLETCHER P ARKWAY 
EL CAJON CA 92020 

MS. MIRIA~ GOLOBERG ·eoITOR 
INTERMOUNTAIN ~EWISH PRESS 
12 75 SHERMAN STREET 
DENVER CO 80203 

MS ■ KAREN SENTE R 
JEWISH FEDERATION OF 
GREATER BRIDGEPORT 
4200 PARK AVENUE 
6RlOGEPORT CT 06604 

MR • .JORAM KAGAN 
UNITOURS INC. 
411 w. PUTNAM AVENUE •10s 
GREENWICH CT 06830 
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I MR. AMRAM ZUR 
UNITOURS I NC . 
411 W. PUTNAM AVE. N105 
GREENWICH CT 06830 

MR. BERTHOLD GASTER MANAGING EDITOR 
CONNECTICUT JEWISH LEDGER 
P.O. BOX 1688 
HARTFORD CT 06101 

MR. ELI J. SKORA EXEC. DIR. 
JEWISH FEDERATION OF WATERBURY INC. 
359 COOKE STREET 
WATERBURY CT 06710 

MS. PAULA BERENGUT EDITOR 
JEWISH VOICE 
101 GARDEN OF EDEN RD. 
WILMINGTON ~E 19803 

MS. TRUDE FELOMAN 
2020 F STREET N.w. 
WASHINGTON DC 20006 

HR. DAVID FRIEDMAN BUREAU CHIEF 
JEWISH TELEGRAPIC AGENCY 
733 - 15TH STREET N.W. 
WASHINGTON DC 20005 

MR. JOSEPH POLOKOFF 
2712 CORTLAND PLACE N. w. 
WASHINGTON DC 20008 

MS. DALIA SHEHORI 
4850 CONNECTICUT AVENUE N.w. 
APT• #12'1 l 

WASHINGTON OC 20008 

~S. SUSAN TOMCHIN EDITOR 
IIIOMENS WORLD 
1640 RHODE ISLAND AVE. N.W . 
IIIASHINGTON DC 20036 

~R. OAVIO TWERSKY 
-ASHINGTON BUREAU CHIEF 
fHE FORWARD 
1049 NATIONAL PRESS BLOG. 
IIIASHINGTON DC 20045 
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MRS. LUCY KLINE EXEC. SECY. 
BREVARD JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
106 BARTON AVENUE NA 
ROCKLEDGE FL 32955 

MR. ROBERT SANDLER EDITOR-IN- CHIEF 
JEWISH JOURNAL 
2000 EAST OAKLAND PARK BL vo. ·su l TE 
FORT LAUDERDALE PL 33-306 

MS. DOTTY RUBERTO 
L-CHAIM 
1728 S.E. 6TH AVENUE 
CAPE CORAL FL 33990 

MR. ANDREW POLIN EDITOR 
THE MIAMI JEWISH TRIBUNE 
3550 BISCAYNE BLVO. 
SUITE 6 00 
MIAMI FL 33137 

MR. FRED SHOCHET .EDITOR 
JEWISH FLORIDAN 
P.O. BOX 01-2973 
MIAMI FL 33101 

MS. NAOMI ETZt<I N ASST. EXEC. 
THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF 
GREATER ORLANDO 
P.O. BOX 941508 
MAITLAND FL 3.2794 

MS. ANNE s. F AI VUS EOI TOR 
PALM BEACH JEWISH WORLD 
P.O. BOX 334-3 

WEST PALM BEACH FL 33402. 

JEWISH PRESS OF PINELLAS CTY 
301 JUPITER AVE. SO. 
CLEARWATER FL 34615 

DIR• 

MS. ESTHER GORDON PR. OIR. 
SARASOTA-MANATEE JEWISH FEDERATION 
KLINGENSTEIN J E~ISH CENTER 
580 S. MCINTOSH ROAD 
SARASOTA FL 34232 

MRS. VIDA GOLOGAR EDITOR 
JEWISH TIMES 
P.O BOX 2502-87 
ATLANTA GA 30325 
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MR. PAUL A. KULICK EDITOR 
SAVANNAH JEW(SH NEWS 
P.O. BOX 23527 
SAVANNAH GA 31403 

MR. JOSEPH AARON 
.IUF NEWS 
ONE SOUTH FRANKLIN 
CH[CAGO IL 60606 

MS. BERTHA BERMAN EDITOR 
CHICAGO JEWISH POST OPINION 
8243 KEATI~G AVENUE 
SKOKIE IL 60076 

MRS. EUNICE R. GALSKY EXEC. DIR. 
JEWISH FEDERATION OF 
PEORIA INC. 
3100 Ne KNOXVILLE SUITE 19 
PEORIA IL 61603 

MR. STANLEY J. A~DERMAN EXEC. OIR. 
JEWISH FEDERATION OF SOUT·HERN ILL• 
SOUTHEASTERN MO. & WESTERN KY. 
6464 W. MAIN SUITE 7A 
BELLEVILLE IL 62223 

MR. GREGG BIRBAUM 
NATL. ~EWISH POST & OPINION 
P.O. BOX 449097 
INOIANAPOLIS IN 46202 

MS. JACQUELINE STOLKIN PR DIR. 
JEWISH FEDERATION OF 
GREATER INDIANAPOLlS INC. 
615 N. ALABAMA ST. SUITE 412 
INDIANAPOLlS IN 46204 

OUR COMMUNITY EDITOR 
JEWISH FED. OF ST. JOSEPH \/ALLEY 
604 SHERLAND BLOG. 
SOUTH BEND IN 46601 

MS. ELAINE STEINGER EXEC. OIR. 
JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER 
DES MOINES 
910 POLK BLVD. 
DES MOINES IA 5'0312 

MS. GAIL TOLPIN EDITOR 
KENTUCKY JEWISH POST-OPINION 
1551 BARDSTOWN RO. 
LOUISVILLE KY 40205 
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MR. ROBERTA 8RUNSTETTER EDITOR 
JEWI SH TIMcS 
1539 JACKSON AVE . 
NEW ORLEANS LA 70130 

MS. ABNER L. TRITT EDITOR 
THE J EWISH CIVIC PRESS 
P.O. BOX 15500 
NEW ORLEANS LA 70175 

MS. LENA LEFKOWITZ EDITOR 
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS 
SHREVEPORT JEWI SH FEDERATION 
2032 LINE AVE. 
SHREVEPORT LA 71104 

MR. MILES THEEMAN 
J EWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
26 SOMERSET STREE T 
BANGOR ME 04401 

MR. GARY s. ROSENBLATT EDITOR 
BALTIMORE JEWISH TlMES 
2104 NORTH CHARLES STREET 
BALTIMORE MD 2 1218 

MR. BERNARD HYATT MANAGING ~DTR. 
JEWISH ADVOCATE 
1168-70 COMMONWEALTH AVENUE 

®' BOSTON NA 02134 
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MR. HARVEY STONE EDITOR 
.IEWISH REPORTER 
76 S ALEM cND RD. 
FRAMINGHAM MIA 01701 

MSe 8ARBARA WOLF EOITOR 
THE JOURNAL 
NORTH SHORE J EWISH COMMUN ITY 
3248 ESSEX STREET 
S~AMPSCOTT MA 01907 

MS. FLORENCE COHNSTEIN EDITOR 
JEWISH FEDERATION OF 
GREATER SPRINGFIELD 
1160 DICKINSON STREET 
SPRINGFIELD ~A 01108 

MR. LESLIE B. KAHN EDITOR 
J EWISH WEEKLY NEWS 
99 EAST MILL S T. 
P.O. BOX 1569 
SPRINGFIELD MA 01101 
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MS. SONORA S HAPIRO EDITOR 
THE J EW I SH CHRONICLE LEAOER 
131 LINCOLN STRE~T 
WORCESTER MA 01605 

MRS. CHARLOTTE DUBIN PR DJR . ~ 
JEWISH ~ELFARE FEDERATION OF DETROIT 
FRED M. BUTZEL MEMORIAL BLOG. 
163 MADISON AVENUE 
DETROIT Ml 48226 

MR. PHI L IP SLOMOVITZ EDITOR 
DETROIT J E WISH NEWS 
27676 FRANKLIN ROAD 
SOUTHFIELD Ml 48034 

MS. STACEY BUSH EDITOR 
THE AMERICA N JE-ISH WORLD 
4509 MINNETONKA BLVO. 
MINNEAPOLIS MN 55416 

MS. ROSALIE KlPERSTIN PUBLI SHER 
MINNESOTA J EW I S H LIFE 
2214 CEDAR LAKE PKWY. 
MINN~APOLIS MN 55416 

MS. RUTH BAUM BIGUS MANAGING EOTR. 
KANSAS CITY J EW ISH CHRONICLE 
SUN PUBLICATION BLOG. SUITE 210 
7375 w. 107TH STREET 
OVERLAND PARK KS 66212 

~R. ROBERT A. COHN EDITOR 
ST. LOUIS J EWISH LIGHT 
JEWISH FEDERATION OF ST. LOUIS 
12 MILLSTONE CAMPUS DRIVE 
iT. LOUIS MO 63146 

~R. MORRIS MALINE EDITOR 
JEWISH PRESS 
333 SOUTH 132ND STREET 
)MAHA NE 68154 

4R. NORMAN KAUFMAN EKEC. VePe 
IEWISH FEDERATION OF 
. AS VEGAS 
1030 E. TWAIN AVENUE 
.AS VEGAS NY 89109 

tR. MIKE TELL EDITOR 
.AS VEGAS ISRAELITE 
,.o. BOX 14096 
. AS VEGAS NV 89114 

MS. MILLlc ROSENBERG EDITOR 
THE REPORTER 
JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER MANCHESTER 
696 BEECH STREET 
MANCHES TER NH 03104 
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MR. MORRIS JANOFF EDITOR 
JEWISH STANDARD 
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385 PROSPECT AVE. 3RO. FL . 
HACKENSACK NJ 07601 

MR. DAVID LEVINE 
HUDSON DISPATCH 
409 - 39TH STREET 
UNION CITY NJ 07087 

MR. FRAN GOLD EDITOR 
THE JEWlSH HORIZON 
1391 MARTINE AVE . 
SCOTCH PLAINS NJ 07076 

MR. MICHAEL ROTH 
WTTM 
333 W. STATE ST. 
TRENTON NJ 08618 

MR. CHARLES BAUMOHL EDITOR 
THE JE•ISH NEWS 
60 GLENWOOD AVENUE 
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~ EAST ORANGE NJ 07017 
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MRS. LYNN E.K. R OSENZWEIG ASST. OIR . 
THE UNITED JEWISH FEDERATION 
OF METROWEST 
60 GLENWOOD AVENUE 
EAST ORANGE NJ 07017 

THE JEWISH STAR 
100 METROPLEX DRIVE STE . 101 
EDISON NJ 08817 

MS. JO ANN ABRAHAM PR DIR. 
THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF 
GREATER MONMOUTH COUNTY 
100 GRANT AVE. P.O. BOX 210 
DEAL PARK NJ 07723 
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MS. LORI GREENBERG 
STEINREICH COMMUNICATIONS 
3102 MORLOT AVENUE 

If ," 

FAIR LAWN NJ 07410 
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MR. KEN HILFMAN EDITOR 
THE ISRAEL-LIGHT 
FAIR LAWN JEWISH CO~MUNITY COUNCIL 
7 ANDREW PLACE 
FAIR LAWN NJ 07410 

MS. EDITH SOBEL EDITOR 
JEWISH FEDERATION OF 
NORTH JERSE Y 
1 PIKE DR[V:: 
WAYNE NIJ 07470 

MR. MARC GOLDBERG EDITOR 
THE REPORTER 
500 CLUBHOUSE RD. 
BINGHAMTON NY 13903 

BUFFALO JEW I SH REVIEW 
1 5 EAST MOHAWK. ST. 
BUFFALO NY 14203 

••••• 
INTERNATIONAL CLIPPING 
SERVICE 
5 BEEKMAN STREET 
NEW YORK NY 10038 

MR. JEFF BENKO 
ENGLISH. FORWARD 
45 EAST 33RD STREET 
NEW YORK NY 100.16 

MS. CAROL BINEN EDITOR 
THE AMERICAN ZIONIST · 
ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMER. 
4 EAST 34TH ST. 
NEW YORK NY 100~6 

MR. LARRY COHEN EDITOR 
J E W I SH STUDENT PRESS 
638 EAST 2ND STREET #4E 
BROOKLYN NY 11218 

MR. SAM,U-EL DEUTSCH EDI TOR 
J E WISH CURRENT NEWS 
430 KELLER AVENUE 
ELMONT NY 11003 

MR. SHELDON ENGELMAYER EDITOR 
JEW[SH WEEK 
1457 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK NY 10036 
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MR. ISRAEL FLE(SS 
INTERNATIONAL PRESS CLIPPING BUREAU 
5 BEEKMAN STREET 
NEW YORK NY 10036 

( 
MR. SIOMA GLAZER EOITOR-IN-CHlcF 
.JE WISH WORL D NEWS SERVICE 
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99- 46 64TH AVENUE 
REGO PARK NY 11374 

MR. NAHUM HACOHEN EDITOR 
ISRAEL COMMUNICATIONS 
350 FIFTH AYE. 19TH FL. 
NE W YORK NY 10118 

MR. HENRY R. HECKER 
DIR. OF COMMUNICATIONS 
.J.w. s 
15 EAST 26TH STREET 
NEW YORK NY 10010 

MR. MALCOLM I• HOENLEIN EXEC. 
CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MAJOR AMER. JEWISH ORG. 
110 E. 59TH STREET SUITE 4016 
NEW YORK NY 10022 

MR. <KRSHON JACOBSON EDITOR 
ALGEMEINER .JOURNAL 
211 63RD STREET 

~ BROOKLYN N Y 11220 

(.( MR. MENAHEM JACOBY EDITOR 
ALLIANCE NElfS 
L ABOR ZIONIST ALLIANCE 
33 EAST 67TH STREET 
NEW YORK NY 10021 

MR. MARK JOFFE 
.JEWISH TELEGRAPHl0 AGENCY 
330 SEVENTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK NY 10001 

MS. ANN KAMINER EDITOR 
YONKERS .JEWISH CHRONICLE 
.JEWISH COUNC IL OF YONKERS INC. 
122 Se BROADWAY 
YONKERS NY 10701 

~( MR. HAPPY KLINE EDITOR 
.JEWISH PRESS 
338 THIRD AVENUE 

1r BROOKLYN NY 11215 
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MR. ARIEH LEBOWITZ 
ISRAEL HORIZONS 
27 ll'EST 20TH STREET SUITE 902 
NEW YORK NY 10011 

MR. EMERY LEVENTHAL PUBLISHER 
GOOD FORTUNE 
1527 53RD STREET 
BROOKLYN NY 11219 

MS. NAOMI LIPMAN EDITOR 
LONG ISLAND JEWISH WORLD 
115 MIDDLE NECK ROAO 
GREAT NECK NY 11021 

MR. SETH LIPSKY EDITOR 
THE FORWARD 
45 EAST 33RD STREET 
NEW YORK NY 10016 

MR. ARON HIRT MANHElMER EDITOR 
REFORM JlJOAISM 
838 FIFTH AVE. 
NEW YORK NY 10021 

MR. SEAN MURRAY PHOTO EDITOR 
RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE 
P.O. BOX 1015 
RADIO STATION 
NEW YORK NY 10101 

( MR. AMOS NEUFELD 
- · JEW I SH JOURNAL 

8723 3RD AVENUE 
( BROOKLYN NY 11209 

( 

( 

( 

( 

MR. CHARLES ROTH EOITOR 
THE J EWISH POST OF NeYe 
57 E . 11 TH ST• 
NEW YORK NY 10003 

MS. DONNA RUBEN EDITOR 
.JEWISH JOURNAL 
8723 THIRD AVE. 
BROOKLYN NY 11209 

( MS. JUDITH A. SOKOLOFF EDITOR 
NA 1 AMAT WOMAN MAGAZINE 
~00 MADISON AVENUE SUITE 2120 

(;- NEW YORK NY 10016 
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MR. ALAN TIGAY EDITOR 
HADASSAH MAGAZINE 
50 w. 58TH S T. 
NEW YORK NY 10019 

MR. S IMON WEBER EDITOR 
JEWISH FORWARD 
45 E AST 33RD STREET 
NEW YORK NY 10016 

MR. SAMS. CLEVENSON EDITOR 
JEWISH WORLD 
1104 CENTRAL AVE• 
ALBANY NY 12205 

MS. LISABETH LOBENTHAL DIR. WO 
SYRACUSE JEWISH FEDERATION INC. 
P.O. BOX 5 10 
DEWITT NY 13214 

MR. MARGERY MEYERS EDITOR 
SYRACUSE J EWISH OBSERVER 
PO BOX 5 10 
DEWITT NY 13214 

EXEC. D I R. 
J EW I SH FEDERATION OF UTICA 
2310 ONEIDA ST• & COMMUNITY OR. 
UTICA NY 13501 

MS. RIT A MONO EDITOR 
THE CHARLOTTE JEWISH NEWS 
P.O. BOX 13369 
CHARLOTTE NC 28211 

MR. RICK RIERSON EDITOR 
AMERICAN JEW~SH TIMES 
OUTLOOK 
P.O. BOX 33218 
CHARLOTTE NC 28233 

MS. ADELE GELB EDITOR 
STARK JEWISH NEWS 
2631 HARVARD AVE• N. w. 
CANTON OH 44709 

MR. HENRY C. SEGAL EDITOR 
AMERICAN ISRAELITE 
906 MAIN ST~RM 505 

CINCINNATI OH 45202 
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MRS. CYNTHIA DETTELBACH ED ITOR 
CLEVELAND J EWISH NEWS 
3645 WARRENSVILLE CENT ER ROAD *230 
CLEVELAND O H 44122 

MR. MILTON PINSKY ED[TOR 
OHIO J EW I SH CHRONICLE 
1600 BRICE ROAD 

( REYNOLDSBURG OH 43068 
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DAYTON JEWI SH CHRONICLE 
118 SALEM AVE. 
OAVTON OH 45406 

MRS. SHERRY WEINBLATT EDITOR 
THE J EWISH JOURNAL 
P.O. SOX 449 
YOUNGSTOWN OH 44501 

MRS. JOYCE HORVATH ED ITOR 
JEWI S H FEDERATION OF 
GREATER OKLAHOMA CITY 
2 800 QUAIL PLAZA OR . 
OKLAHOMA CI TY OK 73120 

MS. S ANDY MCQUAY ED (TOR 
S. w. JEWIS H CHRONICLE 
P.O . BOS 54975 
OKLAHOMA CITY OK 7 3 114 

MS . P EGGY SHEA EDITOR 
TULSA J EWI S H REVI EW 
NATL COUNCIL OF J EWISH WOMEN 
2021 EAST 71ST ST. 
TULS A OK 74l36 

MR. MARA WOLOSH IN ACTNG. EDITOR 
THE J EW ISH REVIEW 
6800 s.w. BEAVE RTON 
HILLSDALE HIGHWA Y C 
PORTLAND OR 9 7225 

MS. CAROL COHEN ED ITOR 
UNITED JEWISH FEDERAT[ON OF 
GREATER HARRISBURG 
100 VAUGHN S TREET 
HARRISBURG PA 17110 

MS. MERRY NEFF ED ITOR 
COMMUNITY REVI EW 
100 VAUGHN STREET 
HARRISBURG P~ 17110 
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MR. LEON cROWN 
J EWI SH NEWSPAPER GROUP 
226 SOUTH l6TH STREET 6TH FLOOR 
PHILADELPHIA PA 19102 

MR. MARC KLEIN EDI TOR 
THE J EW I S H EXPONENT 
226 s. 16 TH STREET 
P HILADELPHIA PA 19102 

MR. MATT SCHU MAN ED ITOR 
THE J EWISH TIMES 
103A TOMLINS ON RD. 
HUNTINGDON VALL EY PA 19006 

MR. AL BERT 3LOOM 
3242 BEECHWOOD BLVD. 
PITTSBUR~H PA 15217 

MR. J OEL ROTE MAN EDITOR 
JEWISH CHRONICLE 
5600 BAUM BLVD. 
PITTS BURGH PA 152 06 

MS . PAMELA GREENHALGH EDITOR 
THE RHODE ISLAND HERALO 
99 WEBSTER STREET 
PAWTUCKET RI 02861 

MR. ZEL LEVIN EO[ TOR 
FEDERATION VOICE 
130 SESSIONS STREET 
PROVIDENCE RI 02906 

MS. JANES. SPRAGUE EDITOR 
FREOERATION VOICE 
J EWISH FEDERATION OF RHODE I SLAND 
130 SESS IONS STREET 
P ROVI DENCE RI 02906 

MR. HERMAN GOLDBERGER ED ITOR 
HEBREW WATCHMAN 
P.O. BOX 2~1183 
MEMPHIS TN 38124 

MS. JUD ITH SAKS EDITOR 
THE OBSERVER 
JEWISH FED OF NASHVILLE 
815 PERCY WARNER BLVO 
NASHVILLE TN 37205 
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MRS. MARGO SACK EDITOR 
.JEWISH OUTLOOK 
.JEWISH COMM COUNCIL OF AUSTIN 
11713 JOLLYVILLE RD. 
AUSTIN TX 78759 

MR. JAMES A. WISCH EDITOR 
TEXAS .JEWISH POST 
3120 SOUTH FREEWAY 
FORT WORTH TX 76110 

MS. NORMA GRUBMAN EDITOR 
JEWISH JOURNAL OF SAN ANTONIO 
JEWISH FED. OF SAN ANTONIO 
8434 AHERN DRIVE 
SAN ANTONIO TX 78216 

RABBI MAX B. WALL 
VOICE 
OHAVI ZEDEK SYNAGOGUE 
188 N. PROSPECT ST. 
BURLINGTON VT 05401 

MS. REBA CARP EDITOR 
UJF NEWS 
P.O. BOX 9776 
NORFOLK VA 23505 

MR. CRAIG OEGGINGER EDITOR 
THE JEWISH TRANSCRIPT 
2031 THIRD AVENUE SUITE 2 00 
SEATTLE WA 98121 

MS. MARCtA L. STEIN EDITOR 
w I SCONS IN JEWIS"H CHRONICLE 
1360 N. PROSPECT AVE. 
MILWAUKEE WI 53202 

JEWISH TIMES 
2828 BATHURST ST-SUITE 502 
TORONTO ONT. M6B-3A7 CN 

MR. MARK GRYFE CAMP. DIR. 
UNITED JEWISH APPEAL INC. 
METROPOLITAN TORONTO 
4600 BATHURST STREET 
WILLOWDALE ONTARIO M2R-3V2 CN 

MR. WALTER D. HESS EXEC. V.P. 
UNITED ISRAEL APPEAL OF 
CANADA 

~~- 4-600 BATHURST ST• STE• 315 
WILLOWDALE ONT. M2R-3V3 CN 
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MR. CY JAFFE 
JOINT lSRAEL APPEAL 
BALFOUR HOUSE 
74-1 HIGH RO• 
FlNCHLEY LONDON Nl2-08Q 
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TORONTO 

ATTENTION EDITOR: 

The following community leaders served as members of the Commission 

on Jewish Education in North America: 

Ronald Appleby - Attorney; Past President, Toronto Jewish Congress 

Henry Koschitzky - President of Iko Industries, Ltd.; Former 

Chairman, Board of Jewish Education of Toronto 



MILWAUKEE 

ATTENTION EDITOR: 

The following community leader served as a member of the Commission 

on Jewish Education in North America : 

Esther Leah Ritz - former Vice President, JCC Association; Pas t 

President of the Milwaukee Jewish Federation 



COLUMBUS 

ATTENTION EDITOR: 

The following community leaders served as members of the Commission 

on Jewish Education in North America: 

Rabbi Maurice S. Corson - President, ~exner Foundation 

Florence Melton - Founder, R.G. Barry Corporation; Founder, Florence 

Melton Adult Mini School 



CLEVELAND 

ATTENTION EDITOR: 

The following community leaders served as members of the Commission 

on Jewish Education in North America: 

Morton Mandel - Chairman of the Board of Premier Industrial 

Corporation; Chairman, Commission on Jewish Education in North 

America 

Charles Ratner - Executive Vice President of Forest City Enterprises, 

Inc. , Chairman of the Cleveland Commission on Jewish Continuity, 

former Vice President of Jewish Community Federation of Cleveland 

Bennett Yanowitz - Attorney; Immediate Past President of JESNA 



PROVIDENCE 

ATTENTI ON EDITOR: 

The following community leader served as a member of the Commission 

on Jewish Education in North America: 

Carol K. Ingall - Past Executive Director, Bureau of Jewish Education 

of Rhode Island 



PHILADELPHIA 

ATTENTION EDITOR: 

The following community leader served as a member of the Commission 

on Jewish Education in North America: 

Rabbi Arthur Green - President, Reconstructionist Rabbinical College 



CINCINNATI 

ATTENTION EDITOR: 

The following community leader served as a member of the Commission 

on Jewish Education in North America: 

Alfred Gottschalk - President, Hebrew Union College 



SAN FRANCISCO 

ATTENTION EDITOR: 

The following community leader served as a member of the Commission 

on Jewish Education in North America: 

Seymour Martin Lipset - Senior Fellow, The Hoover Institution, 

Stanford University 



MONTREAL 

ATTENTION EDITOR: 

The following community leader served as a member of the Commission 

on Jewish Education in North America: 

Charles R. Bronfman - Chairman of the Executive Committee, The 

Seagram Company, Ltd.; Chairman of the CRB Foundation 



NEW YORK 

ATTENTION EDITOR: 

The following community leaders served as members of the Commission 

on Jewish Education in North America: 

Mona Riklis Ackerman, President, The Rikl is Family Foundation 

David Arnow, North American Chair, New Israel Fund 

Eli Evans, President, The Charles Revson Foundation 

Rabbi Irving Greenberg, President, Cl.AL 

Joseph S . Gruss, Philanthropist 

Ludwig Jesselson, Former Chairman of Philipp Brothers, Inc.; Chairman 

of the Board of Governors, Bar Ilan University 

Rabbi Norman Lamm, President, Yeshiva University 

Rabbi Haskel Lookstein, Principal, thie Ramaz School 

Matthew J. Maryles, a Managing Director of Oppenheimer & Company, 

Inc . ; President, Yeshiva of Flatbush 

Lester Pollack, General Partner of Lazard Freres & Company; 

President, Jewish Community Centers Association of North America 

Rabbi Ismar Schorsch, Chancellor, Jewish Theological Seminary 

Daniel S . Shapiro, Attorney; former President, UJA/Federation of 

Jewish Philanthropies of New York 

Dr. Alvin I. Schiff, Executive Vice President, Board of Jewish 

Education of Greater New York 

Margaret W. (Peggy) Tishman, Former President, UJA/Federation of 

Jewish Phi lanthropies of New York 



TENAFLY. NEW JERSEY 

ATTENTION EDITOR : 

The following community leader served as a member of the Commission 

on Jewish Education in North America: 

David Dubin - Executive Director, Jewish Community Center of the 

Palisades 



METROWEST 

ATTENTION EDITOR: 

The following community leader served as a member of the Commission 

on Jewish Education in North America: 

Harriet L. Rosenthal - former Vice President, JCC Association 



DETROIT 

ATTENTION EDITOR : 

The following community leaders served as members of the Commission 

on Jewish Education in North America: 

Mandell L. Berman - Im.mediate Past President of the Council of Jewish 

Federations and a Past President of the Detroit Federation 

Max M. Fisher - Founding Chairman, Board of Governors of the Jewish 

Agency for Israel 



BOSTON 

ATTENTION EDITOR : 

The following community leaders served as members of the Commission 

on Jewish Education in North America: 

Rabbi Joshua Elkin - Headmaster, Solomon Schechter Day School of 

Greater Boston 

Rabbi Isadore Twersky - Director, Center for Jewish Studies, Harvard 

University 



BALTIMORE 

ATTENTION EDITOR: 

The following community leaders served as members of the Commission 

on Jewish Education in North America: 

Robert I. Hiller - former Executive Vice President , Council of Jewish 

Federations 

David Hirschhorn - Vice Chairman of American Trading and Production 

Corporation, Past Vice President of American Jewish Committee 



NEW ORLEANS 

ATTENTION EDITOR: 

The following community leader served as a member of the Commission 

on Jewish Education in North America: 

Donald R. Mintz - Attorney; Honorary President, JGC Association; 

Former President , Jewish Federation of Greater New Orleans 



CHICAGO 

ATTENTION EDITOR: 

The following community leaders served as members of the Commission 

on Jewish Education in North America: 

John C. Colman - President, Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago 

Lester Crown - President, Henry Crown and Company, Executive Vice 

President of General Dynamics; former Chairman of the Board of 

Jewish Theological Seminary 



WASHINGTON, D.C. 

ATTENTION EDITOR: 

The following community leaders served as members of the Commission 

on Jewish Education in North America: 

Jack Bieler, Coordinator of Judaic Studies, Hebrew Academy of Greater 

Washington 

Stuart E. Eizenstat, former Director, Domestic Policy Staff, 

The White House; attorney 



DENVER 

ATTENTION EDITOR : 

The following community leader served as a member of the Commission 

on Jewish Education in North America: 

Robert E. Loup - Real estate developer and Life President, Allied 

Jewish Federation of Denver 



LOS ANGELES 

ATTENTION EDITOR: 

The following community leaders served as members of the Commission 

on Jewish Education in North America : 

Irwin S . Field - Former Chairman, United Israel Appeal; President, 

Liberty Vegetable Oil 

Mark Lainer - Attorney and real estate developer, former Chairman, 

Bureau of Jewish Education, Los Angeles 

Sara S. Lee - Director, Rhea Hirsch School of Education, Hebrew Union 

College, Los Angeles 



December 17, 1990 

To : Virginia Levy 

Hart Strober As.sociates 
25 Fa~t F. no A\ e.n 11r 

\:e,, York. \cw York 10028 
212-570-2910 

From: Deborah/Jerry Strober 

Here is a draft of the Elster release. 

I believe David Kleinman has anglo- Jewish press labels, If 
not Twill order from OJA . 

THIS FAX CONSISTS OF 6 PAGES INCLUDING THI S COVER PAGE. - --

I 
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COUNC!t FOR I NITI ATIVES IN JEWISH 2DCCATION 

APPOINTS JEWISH DAY SCHOOL HEADMASTER 

AS CHIEF EDUCATION OFFICER 
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CLEVELAND, OH!O--December 18, 1990 .... Shulamith Reich Elster, 

Headmaster of the Charles E. Smith J ewish Day School in Rockville, 

Maryland, has been appointed Chief Education Officer for the Council 

~ Initiatives in Jewish Education!CIJE). 

Th C . 1 -£..! I . t . . . ' h d . t d l t e ounci_ -- ni iatives in Jewis E ucation was crea e as 

month to ensure the implementation of the findings of a two-year 

study of Jewish education undertaken by the Commission on Jewish 

Education in North America, a body composed of 44 scholars, educators, 

philanthropis ts and community leaders , chaired by Morton Mandel, 

a Cleveland industrialist and former President of the Council of 
CJ'J"E''t-

Jewish Federations. The €o~fteil~program will include advocacy, 

research,initiation of action on personnel and community development, 

and the generation of financial resources. 

Commenting on Dr. EJ.ster ' s appointment, which will become effective 

July 1, 1991, the CIJE's Ac~ing Director Stephen Hoffman, Executive 

Vice President of the J ewish Community Federation of Cleveland, stated: 

"Dr. Elster will come to the CIJE with a strong theoretical and 

practical background, following a notable career as a classroom 

teacher, counselor, academician and administrator. We look forward 

to her joining in the CIJE 1 s efforts during its first critical year 

of operation." 

As the CIJE's Chief Education Officer, Dr. Elster will provide that 

body with educational theory and content, and will serve as the 

liason with the general and Jewish education coITLmunities, as well 

as with foundations. She wi ll also aid in the development of 
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educational content :or the three to five "lead cor..mu~itiesn to be 

selected by the CIJE as local laboratories for Jewi s h education . 

Dr . Elster, who .possesses a B. A . from New York Univers ity , an ~ . A. 

from Teachers College, Co lumbia University and an Ed.D from George 

Was hington University, has~ pJsued a dditiona _ graduate work at 

Kent State Uni versity, the Jewish Theological Seminary and the 

University of Virginia. She is a member of ?hi La:nbda Theta, the 

honor a r y society for women in education and serves on the steering 

committee o f the Principals Council of the Solomon Schecter Day 

School Association. 

Dr . Elster has served as a teacher in the New York City public schools , 

as a supervisor of student teachers ~t t he Amer ican University, and as 

a faculty member at Youngstown State aniversity and the Graduate 

School of Education at George Was hington University . She came to 

the Charles E. s~ith Jewish Day School as a counselor in 1972, 

and served as Director of Student Ser vices and Assistant Principal 

f o r Upper School Gra~, before becoming Headmaster in 19 82 . 

Dr. Elster is married to Rabbi Sheldon Ephraim Elster, Director 

of Chaplaincy s e rvices f o r the State of Mary land and is t he mother of 

Jonathan, Elana and Adam Elster . 
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NEW YORK 

ATTENTION EDITOR: 

The following communi ty leaders served as members of ~he 

COMMISSION ON JEWISH EDUCATION IN NORTH AMERICA 

Mona Riklis Ackerman, Presider.t , The Ri}O.s Fami ly Foundation 

David Arnow, Past President, The New Israel Fund 

Eli Evans, President, The Charles Revson Foundation 

Rabbi Irving Greenbe1, President, CLAL 

Joseph S . Gruss, p hilanthropist 

P.04 

H' Ludwig Jesselson, :orrner Cha i r man of the Board, Bar Ilan University 

Rabbi Norman Lamm, ?resident, Yeshiva University 

Rabbi Haskel Lookstein , ?rincipal, the Ramaz School 

....-Matthew J . Mary les, President, Yeshiva of Flatbus h 

..,-Lester Pollack, former President , New York JCRC 

Rabbi Ismar Schorsch, Cr.ance_lor, Jewish Theological Seminary 

Daniel S . Shapiro, : or mer President, uJA/ Federation
1

~ 

Dr . Alvin I . Schif:, Exec utive Vice President, Board of Jewish Education 

Margaret w. Tishrnan, former Presi dent, OJA/ Federation 
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Saltirnore 

Robert I Hiller, for~er Executive Vice President, CJ F 

__...;, David Hirschorn, Vice President, American Jewish Committee 

Boston 

~bbi Joshua Elkin, Headmaster, Solomon Schecter Day School of Boston 

Rabbi Isadore Twersky, Director, Center for Jewish Studies, Harvard 
University 

Chicago 

John C. Colman, President, Jewish U~~d'k.I!tr, 
_,,,,. Lester Crown, former Chairman of the Board, Jewish Theological 

Cincinnati 

Rabbi Alfred Gottschalk, President, Hebrew Union College 

! 
i 
I 

f 
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Seminary 

Cleveland 

Chal· r man, commission on Jewish Morton Mandel, 
Education in North America 

/ 
1 

Ratner, ~ President, CJF 3C,F +-
/ Char es 

Bennett Yanowitz,~t:esident, JF/tjf •~ 

Columbus 

Rabbi Maurice s . Corson, Preside nt, We.xner Foundation 

Florence Melton, Founder, R . G. Barry Corporation 

Denver 

Robert E. Loup, former Chairman, United Jewish Appeal 

Detroit 

Mandell L. Berman, former President , CJF 

I 
I ,, 

.•· I 

j 
t 
j 
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,J , 

I 
I ,, 

Max M. Fisher, Founding Chairman, Board of Governors of the Jewish 
Agency for Israel 
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Los Angeles 

Irwin S. Field, former Chairman, United Israel Appeal 

__.....Mark L~r, forme r Chai r man, Bureau o f Jewish Education, Los Angeles 

Sara S. Lee, Director, Rhea Hirsch School of Educat ion , Hebrew Union 
College, Los Angeles 

Metrowest 

Harri et L. Rosenthal former Vic e President, Jewish welfare Board 

Milwaukee 

Esther Leah Ritz, former President, Jewish Welfare Board 

Montreal 

_.- CharlesABronfman , Chairman o f the Execu~ive Committe e , The Seagram 
Company, Ltd. ~ C ft & ~ 

New Orleans 

Donald R. Mintz, former F ederation of Greater New Orlea 

Philadelphia 

Rabbi Arthur Green, President Reconstructionist Rabbinical Colle ge 

Providence f✓ 

Carol K. Ingall, (Executive Director , Bureau of Jewish Education of Rhode 
Island 

San Francisco 

Seymour Martin Lipset, Senior Fellow, The Hoover Ins titution , Stanford 
Universi ty 

Tenafly, New J ersey 

David Dubin, Executiv e Director , Jewish Community Center of the Palisade~ 

Toronto 'T~ g.er,. 
Ronald Appleby , Cha irman, Robins, Appleby &Taub I f,_J,f,,,,,e,, .J 

,,,,,,- Henry Koschitzky, former Chairman , Board of J ewish Education o f Toronto 

Was hington, o.c . 

Jack Bieler, Coordinator of J udaic Studies, Hebrew Academy of Greater 
Washingt on 

Stuart E. Eizenstat~ irector, Domestic Policy Staff, The White Ho 
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COMMilSSilON 
ON JEWISH EDUCATION 

IN NOJRTli AMERICA 

4500 Euclid Avenue 
C leveland, Ohio 44103 

216/391-8300 

COUNCIL FOR INITIATIVES IN JEWISH EDUCATION 

APPOINTS JEWISH DAY SCHOOL HEADMASTER 

AS CHIEF EDUCATION OFFICER 

CLEVELAND, OHIO--December 19, 1990 .... Shulamith Reich Elster, 

Headmaster of the Charles E. Smith Je~ish Day School in Rockville , 

Maryland, has been appointed Chief Education Officer for the 

Council for Initiatives in Jewish Education (CIJE). 

The Council for Initiatives in Jewish Education was created 

last month to ensure the implementation of the findings of a 

two-year study of Jewish education undertaken by the Commission on 

Jewish Education in North America, a body composed of 44 scholars, 

educators, philanthropists and community leaders, chaired by Morton 

Mandel, a Cleveland indus trialist and former President of the 

Council of Jewish Federations. The CIJE's program will include 

advocacy, research , initiation of action on personnel and community 

development , and the generation of financial resources. 

Commenting on Dr. Elster;s appointmenc, which will become 

effective July 1, 1991, the CIJE's Acting Director Stephen Hoffman, 

Executive Vice President of the Jewish Community Federation of 

Cleveland, stated: "Dr . Elster will come to the CIJE with a strong 

theoretical and practical background, following a notable career as 

a classroom teacher , counselor, 

<More> 

Convened by Mandel Associated Foundations, JWB and JESNA in collaboration with C]F 



academician and administrator. We look forward to her joining in the 

CIJE's efforts during its first critical year of operation." 

As the CI JE ' s Chief Education Officer, Dr . Elster will provide 

that body with educational theory and content, and will serve as the 

liaison with the general and Jewish education communities, as well as 

with foundations. She will also aid in the development of 

educational content for the three to five "lead communities" to be 

selected by the CIJE as local laboratories for Jewish education. 

Dr. Elster, who possesses a B.A. from New York University, an 

M.A, from Teachers College, Columbia University and an Ed. D from 

George Yashington University, has pursued additional graduate work at 

Kent State University, the Jewish Theological Seminary and the 

University of Virginia. She is a member of Phi Lambda Theta, the 

honorary society for women in education and serves on the steering 

commi~tee of the Principals Council of the Solomon Schechter Day 

School Association. 

Dr. Elster has served as a teacher in the New York City public 

schools, as a supervisor of student teachers at the American 

University, and as a faculty member at Youngstown State University 

and the Graduate School of Education at George ~ashington 

University. She came to the Charles E. Smith Jewish Day School as a 

counselor in 1972, and ser ved as Director of Student Services and 

Assistant Principal for Upper School Grades, before becoming 

Headmaster in 1982. 

Dr. Elster is married to Rabbi Sheldon Ephraim Elster, Director 

of Chaplaincy Services for the State of Maryland and is the mother of 

Jonathan, Elana and Adam Elster.# 



ATTENTION EDITOR: 

The following community leaders served as members of the Commission 

on Jewish Education in North America: 

Jack Bieler, Coordinator of Judaic Studies , Hebrew Academy of Greater 

Washington 

Stuart E. Eizenstat, former Director , Domestic Policy Staff, 

The White House; attorney 
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4500 Euc.l1d Avenue 
Cle,·dand. Ohio 44103 

216/ 391-8300 

COUNCIL FOR INITIATIVES IN JEWISH EDUCATION 

APPOINTS JEWISH DAY SCHOOL HEADMASTER 

AS CHIEF EDUCATION OFFICER 

CLEVEI.AND, OHIO--December 28, 1990 .... Shulamith Reich Elster, 

Headmaster of the Charles E. Smith Jewish Day School in 

Rockville, Maryland, has been appointed Chief Education Officer 

for the Council for Initiatives in Jewish Education (CIJE). 

The Council for Initiatives in Jewish Education was created 

last month to ensure the implementation of the findings of a 

two-year study of Jewish education undertaken by the Commission 

on Jewish Education in North America, a body composed of 44 

scholars, educators, philanthropists and community leaders, 

chaired by Morton Mandel, a Cleveland industrialist and former 

President of the Council of Jewish Federations. The CIJE's 

program will include advocacy, research, initiation of action on 

personnel and community development, and the generation of 

financial resources. 

Commenting on Dr. Elster's appointment, which will become 

effective July 1, 1991, the CIJE's Acting Director Stephen 

Hoffman, Executive Vice President of the Jewish Community 

Federation of Cleveland, stated: "Dr. Elster will come to the 

CIJE with a strong theoretical and practical background, 

following a notable career as a classroom teacher, counselor, 

<More> 

Convened by Mandel Associaced Foundanons, JWB and ]ESNA in collaboration with CJF 



academician and administrator. Ye look forward to her joining in the 

CIJE's efforts during its first critical year of operation." 

As the CIJE's Chief Education Officer, Dr. Elster will provide 

that body with educational theory and content, and wi l l serve as the 

liaison with the general and Jewish education communities, as well as 

with foundations. She will also aid in the development of 

educational content for the three to five " lead communities" to be 

selected by the CIJE as local laboratories for J ewish education. 

Dr. Elster, who possesses a B.A. from New York University, an 

M.A, from Teachers College, Columbia Un~versity and an Ed. D from 

George Yashington University, has pursued additional graduate work at 

Kent State University, the Jewish Theological Seminary and the 

University of Virginia. She is a member of Phi Lambda Theta, the 

honorary society for women in education and serves on the steering 

committee of the Principals Council of the Solomon Schechter Day 

School Association. 

Dr . Elster has served as a teacher in the New York City public 

schools, as a supervisor of student teachers at the American 

University , and as a faculty member at Youngstown State University 

and the Graduate School of Education at George Washington 

University. She came to the Charles E. Smith Jewish Day School as a 

counselor in 1972, and served as Director of Student Services and 

Assistant Principal for Upper School Grades, before becoming 

Headmaster in 1982. 

Dr. Elster is married to Rabbi Sheldon Ephraim Elster, Director 

of Chaplaincy Services for the State of Maryland and is the mother of 

Jonathan, Elana and Adam Elster.# 
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COMMISSION ON JE\lISH EDUCATION IN NORTH AMERICA 

NON-TRAVEL EXPENSE REPORT 

Please complete the form below and submit it to Virginia F. Levi, Commission on 
Jewish Education in North America, 45,Q0 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44103. 
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[Edi\r Fact Sheet] 

ABOUT THE COMMISSION ON 
JEWISH EDUCATION IN NORTH AMERICA 

SPONSORSHIP : 
The Commission i s supported by 

The Mandel Associated Foundations, Cleveland, Ohio 
In cooperation with 

JWB, New York, New York 
The Jewish Educat i on Service of North America (JESNA), New York, 

New York 
In collaboration with 

The Council of Jewish Federations, New York, New York 

MEMBERSHIP : 
Chaired by Morton L . Mandel of Cleveland, Ohio; and comprised of 47 
prominent people in the United States and Canada selected for their 
involvement with Jewish education in their roles as: scholars and 
professional educators; religious leaders; professional and lay leaders of 
Federations, foundations, bureaus, JCC's and other communal organizations. 

PURPOSE : 
The Commission was established to deal wit:i the problem of ensuring 
meaningful Jewish continuity through Jewish education for the Jews of 
North America. Specifically, its charge is: 
a. to review the field of Jewish education in the context of contemporary 

Jewish life; 
b. to recommend practical policies that will set clear directions for 

Jewish education; 
c . to develop plans and programs for the implementation of these 

policies; 
d. to stimulate significant financial commitments and engage committed 

individuals and institutions in collaborative, communal action. 

FOCUS: 
The examination of what Jewish communities and educational institutions 
must do to improve Jewish education as a means to ensure vibrant and 
dynamic Jewish continuity in future generations. 

Two areas have been identified as vital pre-conditions for all other 
efforts in Jewish education: 
a. personnel development through coordinated systems of recruitment, 

training, compensation and professional advancement; and 
b. community development to inspire the leadership and financial 

support required . 
Personnel and community initiatives are interrelated, and any strategies 
for improving Jewish education/Jewi sh continuity must involve them both. 

OUTCOMES: 
The Commission expects to issue a report in the Swnmer of 1990. 

AUDIENCES: schools 
colleges 
religious congregations 
Federations 

foundations 
community centers 
YMHA's and YWHA's 
planning/coordinating agencies 




