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W H O W E ARE 

& 

WHAT W E Do 

Created in L990 by the Commi ssion on Jewish Ed ucation in North America, 

C lJ E is an independent national organization whose mission is to help 

transform North American Jewish life through Jewish education. We promote 

educationa l excel lence by developing: 

L AY AND J> ROllSSIONAL LEADfRSHIP 

STRATl:G I ES roR C11,Ncr 

] NNOVATIVF ] DrAc; 

M OOEI.S 01' SUCCESS 

CIJ E is committed to p lacing powerful Jewish ideas at the heart of 

our work; to bringing the best of genera l education to the field of 

J ew ish educa tion; to using r igorous research a nd eval uation to inform 

decision-mak ing; a nd ro working with a range of institutions, foundations, 

and denominations to make o utstanding Jewish educatio n a communal 

priority-and reality. 





D EVE LOPI N G L EADERS 

Great leaders make grear learning possible . Their knowledge and passion 

rransform business-as-usual ed ucation into t he source of a richer, more 

vibrant Jewish furure. 

C IJ E is working to srrengthen communal and professional leaders by creating 

opporrnnicies co draw on stare-of-the-art th inking about learning, teaching, 

and professional development from general education , illuminated by 

Jewish thought and interpretation. 

T 111' TtAC ll ~R Eouc:A10R l :H11Tur1:. (TE I ) 

The CfJE Teacher Educator Institute (TEI ) immerses leading educators 

in cutting-edge educational ch inking and practice. Participants use 

their TE I experience to design and implement in nova rive programs for 

transforming the quality of teaching and learning in J ewish schools. 

T 11E I NST JT UTF F OR Lt Al)LR\ 11' j E\'t' I S II EDUCAT I Of\ 

The CIJE Institute for Leaders in Jewish Education provides principals 

and central agency professionals with visionary approaches and new 

strategies for leadership through a dynamic colloquiu m with eminent 

Jewish thinkers and national leaders in general education. 

T l! E SE MI NA R F O R PR OFCSSO R S OF E D UCA1 10 N 

The CIJ E Seminar for Professors of Education brings cogerher outstanding 

professors of general education to srudy Jewish sources, share ideas, and 

explore applicarions of their expertise to Jewish education. 
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STR A T E GIE S FOR C H AN G E 

New visions, strategies for c hange, and standards of excellence can 

transform Jewish educating institutions. 

C IJE works to renew Jewish learning and teaching in va ried educational 

settings. By helping ro build visions of J ewish educarion and shaping 

strategies for change, CJJE assists commu n ities, foundations, and national 

organizations in promoting and achieving excellence in Jewish education , 

T l lf GOAL~ f> ROJlCl 

The CIJE Goals Project, developed with the Mandel Institute i111 

Jerusal em, engages leaders a nd insticurio ns in the challenging effort ro 

develop and implement visions of Jewish education t hat are anchored 

in Jewish sources. 

CoN~UI TATIONs 

CIJE consultations bring inno vative thinking, practice, and resources 

into institutions of Jewish education and community organizations, 

encmuaging growth chrnugh planning, professional deve lopment, and 

sysremaric evaluation. 

SE LE C TED C JJ E C ON SU LTATION S 

8RAN0Els UN I VIR~I I Y 

LDC.AL F1, UI.RAT I ONS 

MAC l! ON J 'MOR I M, 8AIT I MOR[ 

S11F'ARIM, Nf1t' YOR I. 

SYNAG0C,Uf ~000 

TIIF UNIVLR\ITY 0 1 jUOAISM 

UNIVER\11'' or WI\C:ON~IN , CENTI R ~O R J~WIS II STUOII s 
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ADVANCING I DEAS 

The infusion of new information and ideas is essential to the transformation 

of Jewish ed ucation . 

CIJE commissions resea rch and promotes new thinking on educational 

philosophy, practice, and po li cy. As ideas are developed, tested, a nd dis

seminated, they can be app lied to communa l deliberations and to the 

educational practice of synagogues and school s, camps and com munity 

cente rs, and other institutions. 

THC C ljl:. STUDY OF F OUCATOR\ 

The CIJE Study of Educators has produced a wea lrh o f new data 

on the commitments, professiona l development, and working conditions 

of Jewish educa tors. Find ings from Atlanta, Baltimore, and Milwaukee 

are being amplified by s tudies conducted in Cincinnati, Chicago, 

Cleveland, Columbus, Kansas City, and Seattle, using The Manual for 

The CfJE Study of Educators. 

P UBL I CAT I ONS 

The C IJ E Essay Series, C IJ E Po licy Briefs, and CIJ E Research 

Reports inform efforts to im prove professional development, 

identify models of excellence, and mobilize communal support fo r 

Jewish learning. CIJE publications are widely distributed, bringing 

ideas and research to bear on po licy decisions in North American 

Jewish communiries. 
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LEARN I NG FROM THE FIELD 

Models of success in formal and informal educational settings are powerful 

tools fo r inspiring excellence in Je wis h teaching and learning. CJJE is 

working to identify and develop these models for North American Jewish 

education. 

T11 E B t5r P1tAc1· 1 cLs P1t0Jr.c1· 

The C IJE Best Practices Project offers Jewish. educators and institu

tions examples in a variety of settings -early c hildhood programs, 

s upplementary schools, and Jewish community centers-where 

exciting Jewish education is being achieved by imaginative teachers 

a nd enthusiastic learners. 

T11 E EAR I Y CII I LDIIOOD I NITIAT I VJ-; 

The C IJ E Early Childhood Initiative is developing ideas a nd 

translating strategics from university-affi liated lab schools to early 

c hildhood programs in J ewish agencies, encou raging lea rning amo ng 

very young J ewish children and touching the li ves of their parents 

a nd fam ilies. 

T II F I NO I CATO R\ PR OJCCT 

The C l] E Indic ators Project is an initiative to identify critical 

dimensions of educatio nal effectiveness that cou ld serve as standards 

for measuring prog ress. In cons ultati on with a wide variet y of 

institutions and experts, CIJE is exp loring new methodologies for 

tracking indicators of ed uca tio111a l success. 





L OOK I NG A II EAD 

Building on cu rrent initiatives, CIJE will be expanding its primary a reas of 

work in the coming years: 

D rvc l. 01' 1 :-lG I l.ADl'RS 

CIJE is working roward a comprehensive approach for developing 

o utstanding professional and communal leaders. In partnership 

with existing institutions, CJJE will help build Jewish leadership 

education, from recruitment to in-service training. 

CoN,ULT IN G 

C IJ E i s developing a network of experienced consultants to help 

Jewish educating institutions define and implement their goals. 

R I S I:. A It C 11 11. D I \' I I . 0 I' \I I :-; I 

C IJE will expand its commitment to rigorous research and to 

bringing together leading thinkers from a range of disciplines to 

contri bute strategics, roots for practice, and publications to rhe 

field of Jewish educat ion. With local educating organizations and 

instirurions, CJJE will rcsr and refine these ideas in selected field 

sires in order to learn lessons for educational reform from direct 

experience. 
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BO A R D OF O1RL C. T O R S 

Lester Pollack, Chair 

Mo rton L. Mandel, Founding Chair 

Charles Ratner, Secretary /Treasurer 

John Colman 
Lee M. Hendler 
Stephen Hoffman 
Stanley Horowitz 
Esther Lea h Ri tz 

C II A I R .\\ A N ' \ C O ti , C I I 

( /11 fvmw/1011 I 

Mandell Berman 
Charles Bronfman 
David H irschhorn 
Michael Jesselson 
Gershon Kcksr 
Mark Laincr 
Bun Lehm 11 n 
Marthew Maryles 
Ezra Merkin 
Morris Offit 
Lo uis Pearlmutter 
Ju dith Stern Peck 
Richa rd Scheuer 
Michael Sreinhardr 

SE NI O R SrAF F 

A N D 

CONSULTANTS 

Ka ren Barch 
De borah Ball 
Gail Dorph 

LE l T TO R I G H T 

L~strr Poll,1ck 

Ch<11r 

Kare n A. Banh 

Exec111tve Director 

:,,,torto n L.. Ma ndel 

Fo1111cl111g Chair 

Sharon Feima n-Nemser 
Seymour Fox 
Adam Gamoran 
Ellen Goldring 
Nellie Harris 
Patricia Cipora Harte 
Annette Hochstein 
Alan Hoffmann 
Barry H oltz 
Elie Holzer 

Francine Jacobs 
Karen jacobson 
Lisa Malik 
Daniel Marom 
Daniel Pekarsky 
Nessa Ra po po rt 
Bill Ro binson 
Susa n Srodolsky 

CIJE is funded primaril> by The M andel Suppo rting Fo undations. 

Certain addinon:11 programs and project, a re made possible by conrribuiio ns from CIJE 

board members; and from The Jacob and Hilda Bla uste in found.1.110 11, The C RB 

Found.mon, The Nathan Cummrngs I oundnt1011, Inc., The Jim Joseph Foundanon, The 

Arych and Raquel Rubin Foundation, anJ The S.H. and Hdcn R. ::ichcuer famil y Foundation. 








