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Re: the study guide 

Sender: sandler@binah .cc.brandeis.edu 
Received: from binah.cc.brandeis.edu (binah.cc.brandeis.edu [129.64.1.3]) by 
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(PMDF V4.3-10 #10451) id <01IBGMRWSX5C8ZWCGP@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU>; 

Mon, 
04 Nov 1996 21 :32:39 -0500 (EST) 

Date: Mon, 04 Nov 1996 21 :32:39 -0500 (EST) 
Subject: the study guide 
To: 74671.3370@compuserve.com 
Message-id : <01 IBGMRWTGFM8ZWCGP@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
X-VMS-To: IN%"74671 .3370@compuserve.com" 
MIME-version : 1.0 
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: ?BIT 

Dear Nessa, 
In reference to our conversation , I thought I'd share a bit of information 
with you about the study guide for CIJE as it looks to me so far. 

First, a bit of background on who I am. I am currently in the Joint 
Master's Program at Brandeis University in Jewish Communal Service and 
Near Eastern and Judaic Studies--my concentration in the Hornstein Program 
(JCS) is Jewish education. I'm now in my second year, and will graduate 
in 1998. I am a Wexner Graduate Fellow. I eventually hope to pursue a PhD 
in Judaic Studies and work as a community educator. I am especially interested 
in Modern Jewish History and issues affecting American Jews in particular. 
As far as prior education, I graduated from Yale in 1994 with a degree in 
American Studies, and spent a year in Israel on the Dorot Fellowship. While 
there, I studied at Pardes part-time and worked in the Yad Vashem Education 
Department for six months. 

Now a bit about my conception of the study guide. As I understand it 
through my contact with Prof. Green, we are working on a study guide to ac­
company the "Restoring the Aleph" essay. The study guide will be given to 
members of congregations across movements, and will allow them to engage 
the issues raised in it on a personal level. The study guide is something 
that will used on a short-term basis, ie. congregants will use it for a one-
or two- or three-session program, and nothing more. I also gathered from 
our congregation that the study guide should be compelling enough for 
rabbis to WANT to use it! 



Prof. Green and I met just once so far to review some major areas of interest 
to be covered in the text of the study guide. I certainly understood the meeting 
to be the first of a series of discussions we'd have over the next month, as 
we revised the guide together. So far we've decided the following topics 
are important to cover in the guide for congregants: 
1.Referring to page 5--what does it mean to pass on the Jewish tradition in the 
face of daunting challenges like intermarriage? How has intermarriage 
affected you personally and how have your relatives reacted to it? 

2.Referring to page 7--How do you define spirituality for yourself? Have 
you had experiences in which you've searched "inwardly"--what are they and 
how are they important to you? 

3.Also referring to page ?--we'd like to include one or two texts for 
further exploration of the topic of G-d as an inner source, connecting 
each human being to others. 

4.On page 9--Do you know people who define themselves as seekers? How do you 
feel about some Jews' attraction to Eastern religions? Does Judaism have 
something to learn from these other religions? 

Is it possible to appropriate some of the knowledge or practice of other 
religions and translate it into a Jewish language? 

5. In ref. to page 10-come up with some reasons beyond those listed that 
so many people seem to be spiritual seekers. 

6. In ref. to page 14--What is your religious practice and what does it do 
for you? 

7. In ref. to page 17--do you ever feel a sense of disempowerment because 
of your sense that you need to learn more Hebrew, for instance, to really 
get a Jewish texts/prayer, etc? Could we create a basic Hebrew vocabulary 
for prayer and theology in general that you'd be interested in learning? 

8. In ref. to page 19, The question "Do you believe in G-d" is not as 
appropriate as "Are you a spiritual person." We need to understand that 
many people fall into the category of those who don't believe in G-d . How 
can we approach that level of understanding? 

9. In ref. to page 21 , let's expand our metaphors for understanding 
the relationship between humanity and G-d. How can we see G-d as "buried 
deep with the self?" (quote on page 22). 

10. What would an internal metaphor of G-d look like? 

11 . Discuss some of the images of G-d presented on pp. 23-24 of "Restoring ." 
Comment on them. 



----Nessa, please understand that this is a very rough sketch of the 
ideas we've discussed so far. What I'm trying to do now, before we meet 
again , is to draw really concrete connections between the ideas listted 
above. At this point I imagine Prof. Green and I will meet again pretty 
soon. I'll be in touch with you as things develop. If you need any more 
info. at this point, don't hesitate to e-mail or call ... 

Sincerely, 
Valerie Sandler 
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Dear Nessa, 

Please use this updated version of my letter to send to those involved in 
our project. I made some typos on the last one that I noticed a bit 
too late to edit out. 

First, a bit of background on me: I am currently in the Joint Master's 
Program at Brandeis University in Jewish Communal Service and Near 
Eastern and Judaic Studies--my concentration in the Hornstein Program 
is Jewish education. I am in my second year of this three-year program, 
and am on a Wexner Graduate Fellowship. After graduation, I'd like 
to pursue a PhD in Judaic Studies and work as a community educator. 
Before Brandeis, I spent a year in Israel, studying at Pardes part-time 
and working in the Educ. Department of Yad Vashem for about six months, 
in different capacities. My B.A. is from Yale, in American Studies. 

As I understand it so far, we are working on a study guide to accompany 
the "Restoring the Aleph" essay by Prof. Green. The study guide will be 
given to members of congregations across movements, and will allow them 
to engage the issues raised in it on a personal level. The study guide 
is meant for short-term use (one to three sessions of study, maximum). 
From my conversation with you, I gather that the study guide must be 
compelling enough for rabbis to WANT to use it in their congregations. 

Professor Green and I met once, last Thursday, 10/31 , to review some 
central points that need to be covered in the study guide. We'll continue 



refining these ideas as I begin to write, over the next month or so. 

So far we've agreed that the following are important topics to put in the 
guide. This is just a list of questions, so far--l'm still working on 
my own on how to draw connections between these ideas, and the specific 
wording of the questions. 

1. Referring to page 5: What does it mean to pass on the Jewish tradition 
in the face of daunting challenges like the high rate of intermarriage? 
How has intermarriage affected you personally and how have your relatives 
reacted to it? How have those reactions changed over time? 

2. Referring to page 7: How do you define spirituality for yourself? Have 
you had experiences during which you've searched "inwardly?" What are they 
and how are they important to you? 

3. Also on page 7: We'd like to include one or two texts for further explora­
tion of the topic of G-d as an inner source, connecting each human being 
to others. 

4. Referring to page 9: Do you know people who define themselves as spiritual 
seekers? How do you feel about some Jews' attraction to Eastern religions? 
Does Judaism have something to learn from these religions? Is it possible 
to appropriate some of the knowledge or practice of other religions and trans­
late it into a Jewish language? 

5. In reference to page 10: Come up with some reasons beyond those listed 
that so many people seem to be spiritual seekers. 

6. In reference to page 14: What does your religious practice entail, and what 
does it mean to you/do for you? 

7. In reference to page 17: Do you ever feel a sense of disempowerment 
because of a feeling that you need to learn more Hebrew, for instance, to 
really get a handle on Jewish texts and liturgy? Could we create a basic 
Hebrew vocabulary for prayer/theology that you'd be interested in learning? 

8. In reference to page 19: The question "Do you believe in G-d" is not 
as appropriate for some as is "Are you a spiritual person?" We need to 
understand the reality that many people fall into the category of those not 
believing in G-d. How can we approach this level of understanding/ 
? 

9. In reference to page 21 , let's expand our metaphors for understanding 
the relationship between humanity and G-d. How can we see G-d as "buried 
deep within the self?" (this quote is found on page 22). 

10. What would an internal metaphor of G-d look like? 

11 . Discuss some of the images of G-d presented on pp. 23-23 of "Restoring." 



Comment on them. 

Nessa, I'd also add that we'd like to include another text to stimulate 
personal discussions of spirituality--around question 7. We're drawing 
our texts from Prof. Green's Your Word is Fire: The Hasidic Masters on 
Contemplative Prayer, and Daniel Matt's The Essential Kabbalah: The Heart 
of Jewish Mysticism. 

I think what I've written here covers most of my sense of this project right 
now. I'll be meeting with Prof. Green again once I complete a rough copy 
of the study guide. We'll be in touch as things progress. 

Thanks so much for involving me in this project. I'm honored to be a part 
of it. 

Sincerely, 
Valerie Sandler 



TO: INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU, 
INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 

Re: onelastchange 

Thanks for the update. I'll be sending it around and will get back to you on the fee and other 
matters as they come up. 

Nessa 



TO : Alan , 73321 , 1220 
Bar ry , 73321 ,1221 
Danny , INTERNET : PEKARSKY@mail. soemadison . wisc . edu 
Gail , 73321,1217 
Karen , 104440 , 2474 

Re : Art Green: Update 

On Monday , after our staff meeting, I got a call from Val erie 
Sandl er , the student Art Green and Joe Reimer chose to write the 
curriculum guide . She had already met with Art and embarked on the 
project . Rather than try to describe t o you how far this seems t o 
have moved along , I asked her to send me an e-mai l giving an update 
that I would pass on to the staff. And so I am . Barry and Gail , 
perhaps this document will help you identify which curriculum expert 
can supervise this project . (I did interject the idea that there may 
need to be such a person . ) 

Alan/Karen : Barry had tol d me that the customary fee f or such an 
expert , were he/she writing it , would be $1000 . I need to t e l l 
Valeri e what she ' l l be paid (presumabl y not near l y t hat much ) , 
keeping in mind that I ' ll need to give Aryeh Rubin a nother fee for 
the " expert ." Also , I r eal ized l ate in the day that we wi ll have to 
includ e in t h e budget the possibility of going back t o press, should 
enough peopl e decide as a result of our mai l ing to create t hese 
cont ext s . 

Nessa 
Forwarded Message----------
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Dear Nessa, 



In reference to our conversation, I thought I ' d share a bit of 
information with you about the study guide for CIJE as it looks to me 
so far . 

First, a bit of background on me : I am currently in the Joint 
Master ' s 
Program at Brandeis University in Jewish Communal Service and Near 
Eastern and Judaic Studies - -my concentration in the Hornstein Program 
is Jewish education . I am in my second year of this three - year 
program, 
and am on a Wexner Graduate Fellowship . After graduation, I ' d like 
to pursue a PhD in Juda ic Studies and work as a community educator . 
Before Brandeis , I spent a year in Is rae l, studying at Pardes 
part-time 
and working i n the Educ . Depart ment of Yad Vashem for about six 
months, 
in different capacities . My B. A. is from Yale , in American Studies. 

As I understand it so far , we are working on a study guide to 
accompany 
the " Restoring the Aleph " essay by Prof . Green . The study guide will 
be 
given to members o f congr egations across movements , and will a l low 
them 
to engage the issues raised in it on a personal level. The study 
guide 
is meant for short-term use (one to three sessions of study , 
maximum) . 
From my conversation with you , I gather that the study guide must be 
compelling enough for rabbis to WANT to use it in their 
congregations . 

Professor Green and I met once, last Thursday, 10/31 , t o review some 
central points that need to be covered in the study guide . We 'l l 
continue 
refining these ideas as I begin to write , over the n ext month or so . 

So far we ' ve agreed that the following are importa nt topics to put in 
the 
guide . This is just a list of questions, so far--I ' m still working 
on 
my own on how to draw connections between these i deas, and the 
specific 
wording of the ques t ions. 

1 . Referring to page 5: What does it mean to pass on the Jewish 
tradition 
in the face of daunting challenges like the high rate of 
intermarriage? 
How has intermarriage affected you personally and how have your 
relatives 
reacted to it ? How have those reactions changed over time? 

2. Referring to page 7 : How do you def ine spirituality for yourself? 
Have 



you had experiences during whi ch you ' ve searched " inwardl y? " What are 
the y 
a n d how are they import ant to you? 

3. Al so on page 7 : We'd like t o include o n e or t wo texts for furt her 
explora-
tion o f the topic of G-d as an i nner sou r ce , connecting each human 
being 
t o o t hers . 

4 . Referring to page 9 : Do you know peopl e who def i ne themselves as 
spiritual 
seekers? How do you feel about some Jews ' attract ion t o Eastern 
religions? 
Do es Juda i sm have some t hing to l earn f rom these re l igions? I s i t 
possible 
to appropr iate some of the knowl edge or practice of o t her religions 
and trans-
lat e it into a Jewish language? 

5 . In reference t o page 10 : Come up with some reasons beyond those 
listed 
t hat so many people seem to be spiritual seekers . 

6. I n reference to page 1 4: Wh at d o e s your religious practice entail , 
and what 
does it mean to you/do for you? 

7 . In refe r ence t o page 17 : Do you ever fe e l a sense of 
disempowerment 
because of a feeli ng that you need to learn more Hebrew, for 
instance, to 
really get a handl e on Jewish text s and li t urgy? Could we create a 
basic 
Hebrew vocabulary fo r prayer/theol ogy that you ' d be interested in 
l earni ng? 

8 . In reference t o page 19 : The question " Do you bel ieve in G-d " is 
not 
as appropriate for some as is "Are you a spiritual person? " We need 
to 
understand the reality that many peopl e f a ll into the category o f 
those not 
believing in G-d . How can we approach this leve l of understanding/ 
? 

9 . In reference to page 21 , let's expand our metaphors for 
understanding 
the relationship between humanity and G-d . How can we see G- d as 
" buried 
deep wi t hin the se l f? " (this quote is found on page 22) . 

10 . What woul d an internal metaphor of G- d look like? 

11 . Discuss some of the images of G-d presented on pp. 23 - 24 of 
" Restor ing. " 



Comment on them . 

Nessa, I ' d also add that we ' d like to include another text to 
stimulate 
personal discussions of spirituality--around question 8 . We're 
drawing 
our texts from Prof. Green's Your Word is Fire : The Hasidic Masters 
on 
Contemplative Prayer , and Daniel Matt's The Essential Kabbalah : The 
Heart 
of Jewish Mysticism . 

I thi nk what I ' ve written here covers most of my sense of this 
project right 
now . I'll be meeting with Prof . Green again once I complete a rough 
copy 
of t he study guide . We ' ll be in touch as things progress . 

Thanks so much for involving me in this project. I'm honored to be a 
part 
of i t. 

Sincerely, 
Valerie Sandler 



TO: Alan, 73321,1220 
Karen, 104440,2474 

Re: Aryeh Rubin/Green study guide 

Since mention of this comes up in the minutes, I'm writing to remind you to let Mort know 
about it! 

Nessa 
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Dear Nessa, 

In reference to our conversation , I thought I'd share a bit of information with you about the 
study guide for CIJE as it looks to me so far. 

First, a bit of background on me: I am currently in the Joint Master's 
Program at Brandeis University in Jewish Communal Service and Near 
Eastern and Judaic Studies--my concentration in the Hornstein Program 
is Jewish education. I am in my second year of this three-year program, 
and am on a Wexner Graduate Fellowship. After graduation, I'd like 
to pursue a PhD in Judaic Studies and work as a community educator. 
Before Brandeis, I spent a year in Israel, studying at Pardes part-time 
and working in the Educ. Department of Yad Vashem for about six months, 
in different capacities. My B.A. is from Yale, in American Studies. 

As I understand it so far, we are working on a study guide to accompany 
the "Restoring the Aleph" essay by Prof. Green. The study guide will be 
given to members of congregations across movements, and will allow them 
to engage the issues raised in it on a personal level. The study guide 
is meant for short-term use (one to three sessions of study, maximum). 
From my conversation with you, I gather that the study guide must be 
compelling enough for rabbis to WANT to use it in their congregations. 

Professor Green and I met once, last Thursday, 10/31, to review some 
central points that need to be covered in the study guide. We'll continue 
refining these ideas as I begin to write, over the next month or so. 



So far we've agreed that the following are important topics to put in the 
guide. This is just a list of questions, so far--l'm still working on 
my own on how to draw connections between these ideas, and the specific 
wording of the questions. 

1. Referring to page 5: What does it mean to pass on the Jewish tradition 
in the face of daunting challenges like the high rate of intermarriage? 
How has intermarriage affected you personally and how have your relatives 
reacted to it? How have those reactions changed over time? 

2. Referring to page 7: How do you define spirituality for yourself? Have 
you had experiences during which you've searched "inwardly?" What are they 
and how are they important to you? 

3. Also on page 7: We'd like to include one or two texts for further explora­
tion of the topic of G-d as an inner source, connecting each human being 
to others. 

4. Referring to page 9: Do you know people who define themselves as spiritual 
seekers? How do you feel about some Jews' attraction to Eastern religions? 
Does Judaism have something to learn from these religions? Is it possible 
to appropriate some of the knowledge or practice of other religions and trans­
late it into a Jewish language? 

5. In reference to page 10: Come up with some reasons beyond those listed 
that so many people seem to be spiritual seekers. 

6. In reference to page 14: What does your religious practice entail, and what 
does it mean to you/do for you? 

7. In reference to page 17: Do you ever feel a sense of disempowerment 
because of a feeling that you need to learn more Hebrew, for instance, to 
really get a handle on Jewish texts and liturgy? Could we create a basic 
Hebrew vocabulary for prayer/theology that you 'd be interested in learning? 

8. In reference to page 19: The question "Do you believe in G-d" is not 
as appropriate for some as is "Are you a spiritual person?" We need to 
understand the reality that many people fall into the category of those not 
believing in G-d . How can we approach this level of understanding/ 
? 

9. In reference to page 21 , let's expand our metaphors for understanding 
the relationship between humanity and G-d. How can we see G-d as "buried 
deep within the self?" (this quote is found on page 22). 

10. What would an internal metaphor of G-d look like? 

11 . Discuss some of the images of G-d presented on pp. 23-24 of "Restoring ." 
Comment on them. 



Nessa, I'd also add that we'd like to include another text to stimulate 
personal discussions of spirituality--around question 8. We're drawing 
our texts from Prof. Green's Your Word is Fire: The Hasidic Masters on 
Contemplative Prayer, and Daniel Matt's The Essential Kabbalah: The Heart 
of Jewish Mysticism. 

I think what I've written here covers most of my sense of this project right 
now. I'll be meeting with Prof. Green again once I complete a rough copy 
of the study guide. We'll be in touch as things progress. 

Thanks so much for involving me in this project. I'm honored to be a part 
of it. 

Sincerely, 
Valerie Sandler 
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(PMDF V4.3-10 #10451 ) id <01IBGTVVJ9HW8ZYNJ1@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU>; Tue, 
05 Nov 1996 00:23:27 -0500 (EST) 

Date: Tue, 05 Nov 1996 00:23:27 -0500 (EST) 
Subject: one last change 
To: 74671.3370@compuserve.com 
Message-id: <01 IBGTVVJ9HY8ZYNJ1@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
X-VMS-To: IN%"74671 .3370@compuserve.com" 
MIME-version: 1.0 
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: ?BIT 

I promise this is the last thing ... 
At the end of my message, or towards the end , I said that a second group 
of texts about spirituality would be inserted around question 7. That 
should be question 8!! 

Finally, on question 11 I wrote that we'd like to discuss some images of G-d 
as presented in "Restoring." It should be those images found on pp. 23-24. 

Okay, I think that's it. 
Thanks for your patience with an email system that really limits editing 
capability! 
valerie 



TO: Aryeh Rubin , 76162,3122 II/C/1C 

Re: Art Green preliminary update 

Well, we're cooking with gas here. Art was delighted and agreed not only to the idea but to 
work on it directly. He has a graduate student he thinks highly of and has already begun. 

I have located the right lists to buy for rabbis; I'm getting a printing budget for the guide; 
estimating postage; estimating a modest print run to accommodate requests should we 
succeed in turning on America to this idea; etc. 

My mental estimate is over $10,000 and under $20,000, but I'll be a lot more specific after the 
GA next week, when all my figures are in. 

You had said you weren't the type to have your name in a box on such publications. Do you 
still feel that way as this begins to become concrete?! 

I will not ask re family news but await your personal Jewish continuity report, b'shaah tovah. 

Nessa 



FROM: Alan , 73321 , 1220 
TO: Nessa Rapoport, 7 4671 ,3370 
DATE: 11/7/96 5:17 AM 

Re: Art Green: Update 

NESSA, 
I AM FORWARDDING YOUR MESSAGE BACK TO YOU SO AS TO SHOW YOU 
HOW DIFFICULT IT IS TO READ IF YOU DONT DO "ENTER" AND WRITE 
WITH COMPUSERVE'S WRAPAROUND FUNCTION. 

A 

ON THE SUBSTANCE, SHE SEEMS A VERY IMPRESSIVE PERSON. YOU 
AND BARRY DECIDE HOW MUCH. 
HER QUESTIONS ARE GOOD. THEY ARE STILL NOT CURRICULUM, IN 
MY VIEW. iT IS THE "GUIDE" PART OF THE STUDY GUIDE THAT I 
AM CONCERNED ABOUT. 

A 

---------- Forwarded Message---------­

From: Nessa Rapoport, 74671,3370 
TO: Alan, 73321 , 1220 

Barry, 73321 ,1221 
Danny, INTERNET:PEKARSKY@mail.soemadison.wisc.edu 
Gail, 73321,1217 
Karen, 104440,2474 

DATE: 11/6/96 11 :05 PM 

RE: Art Green: Update 

On Monday, after our staff meeting, I got a call from Valerie Sandler, the student Art Green 
and Joe Reimer chose to write the curriculum guide. She had already met with Art and 
embarked on the project. Rather than try to describe to you how far this seems to have moved 
along, I asked her to send me an e-mail giving an update that I would pass on to the staff. And 
so I am. Barry and Gail, perhaps this document will help you identify which curriculum expert 
can supervise this project. (I did interject the idea that there may need to be such a person.) 

Alan/Karen: Barry had told me that the customary fee for such an expert, were he/she writing 
it, would be $1000. I need to tell Valerie what she'll be paid (presumably not nearly that much), 
keeping in mind that I'll need to give Aryeh Rubin another fee for the "expert." Also, I realized 
late in the day that we will have to include in the budget the possibility of going back to press, 
should enough people decide as a result of our mailing to create these contexts. 

Nessa 
---------- Forwarded Message----------

From: INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU, 



FROM: Barry, 73321, 1221 
TO: Nessa Rapoport, 74671 ,3370 
DATE: 11/7/96 10:39 PM 

Re: Art Green: Update 

Hi 

I think this piece looks like a very good start by her. I think we (including Gail) should probably 
have a phone meeting with her (and maybe Art) in a short while about this. 

As to the money: I think that $600 would be fine. $1000 is probably too low for an expert, by 
the way, as I think about it. 

b 



FROM: INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU, 
INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
TO: Nessa Rapoport, 74671 ,3370 
DATE: 11/19/96 8:01 PM 

Re: Re: Ongoing 

Sender: sandler@binah.cc.brandeis.edu 
Received: from binah.cc.brandeis.edu (binah.cc.brandeis.edu [129.64.1.3]) by 
dub-img-4.compuserve.com (8.6.10/5.950515) 

id TAA15086; Tue, 19 Nov 1996 19:59:51 -0500 
From: <SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
Received: from BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU by BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
(PMDF V4.3-10 #10451) id <01IC1IY995HKHVBCUH@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU>; Tue, 
19 Nov 1996 19:59:43 -0500 (EST) 

Date: Tue, 19 Nov 1996 19: 59:43 -0500 (EST) 
Subject: Re: Ongoing 
To: 74671 .3370@CompuServe.COM 
Message-id: <01 IC1 IY995HMHVBCUH@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
X-VMS-To: IN%"74671 .3370@CompuServe.COM" 
MIME-version: 1.0 
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: 781T 

Dear Nessa, 
Thanks for your note. To touch base, let me just say tha1 things are moving 
along. I wrote a draft of the study guide that Art liked quite a bit. Now 
we are getting a second opinion from Hornstein ed. people like Susan Shevitz. 

I'm sorry I didn't connect with you last week. I was at the G.A. and things 
were extremely hectic before I left. But now I'm back in town, at least 
until Thanksgiving. 

That fee sounds very reasonable, and again, thanks for understanding. 

Valerie 
p.s. I'll write back as soon as I can with a precise time when we can send 
you what we have. It should be soon; I appreciate all the things that have 
to get done to complete the project. 



FROM: Alan, 73321 , 1220 
TO: Nessa Rapoport, 74671 ,3370 
DATE: 11/9/95 1 :21 AM 

Re: Pressing 

NR, 
SORRY I HAD TO CUT OFF SO ABRUPTLY, AMITAL WAS POWERFUL, THE REST OF 
THE ASEFA WAS NOT. 

SEE MY INSERTS. 
---------- Forwarded Message----------

From: Nessa Rapoport, 74671 ,3370 
TO: Alan, 73321 ,1220 
DATE: 11/8/95 6:30 PM 

RE: Pressing 

Alan , there are important matters falling between the cracks for all the reasons we know. I am 
not getting answers to my questions about GA publications 
SEND ME THE SPECIFIC QUESTIONS IN POINT FORM, I DID NOT BRING YOUR 
"CARRYFILE" WITH ME; 

about who's REALLY staffing those workshops MY SUGGESTION IS THAT YOU AND 
BARRY AND GAIL MAKE A DECISION THIS EVENING WHEN BARRY IS BACK AND I WILL 
SUPPORT YOU .. 

. Leora Isaacs called me yesterday to say that Susan Shevitz needs to know how long she is 
speaking. Leora wants to know if she's right in telling Susan that the focus of the research and 
evaluation workshop will be less on what we have all learned from our specific projects and 
more on how r & e can be used for Jewish educational change. I DON'T MIND THAT 
BECAUSE IT WILL GIVE ELLEN A CHANCE TO TALK ABOUT OUR WORK AND 
DISTRIBUTE THE POLICY BRIEF PLUS PLUS. 

And is she right that each speaker should be for ten minutes? SOUNDS O.K. TO ME. 
ELLEN SHOULD HAVE A COUPLE OF OVERHEADS, I HOPE, TO DEMONSTRATE 

And should she (IS THIS SUSAN OR LIORA? LIORA IS DEFINITELY IN THE 
BACKGROUND)speak for 10 minutes too or is she more in the background? 

And do we know that Bill Berman needs a script for his chairing the session? (She says that 
even notes are not as good for him as a script.THAT'S GREAT - GIVES US AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO FRAME THE ENTIRE SESSION. DON'T LET LIORA GET INTO THIS -
DO IT YOURSELF WITH ELLEN'S HELP. 

IN GENERAL I SUGGEST A SHORT SESSION BEFORE FRIDAY IN WHICH ALL THE 
PRESENTERS (WITHOUT BILL) AND THE STAFF GET TOGETHER TO GO OVER THE 
SESSION. MAYBE LATE THURSDAY NIGHT. I WILL COME BUT CONFIRM WITH 
DEBRA. 

) I got an e-mail from Woocher with a possible script for MLM that I haven't yet read. Should I 



fax it to you? ABSOLUTELY YES AND WOOCHER SHOULD KNOW THAT I WILL 
DISCUSS IT WITH MLM ON SUNDAY IN NYC. 

The next paragraph is a Nessa-Alan communication: 
Aryeh Rubin: He called me today; we spoke for half an hour. He is potentially interested in us 
and is prepared to fund things tomorrow--like a half hour CD of Art Green's talk with 
documents you can click onto. (His background is publishing and he would like to see a laptop 
on the desk of every day school kid, etc.) But he has some questions: Who's the visionary 
leader of CIJE? He heard bright people and corporate speech but who's the Moshe? He sees 
himself as a gadfly who wants to make things happen, and in his inquiries about CIJE he 
heard ... Etc. All of this is classic lay person's stuff, which I honor. And, as you well know, vision 
is not my problem! I spoke about why I'm here and why I believe we can make a difference. 
And I told him that even with great technology on every desk, if the teachers don't believe in it 
and don't know how to use it... Let alone the ideological problems of ANY materials for 
different denominations. I also told him that I have no interest in "selling" CIJE to him; it takes 
a long time to make change, and even though (I said) I think both his energy and expertise are 
a good match for us, I would want him to know much more about us to see, as I said , "how we 
might be able to be helpfu l to him." I encouraged him to meet with the two of us at length after 
Thanksgiving ; he is so eager he would have tried for before. But he is also "sold" on 
technology and wants something quick--despite the fact that he is running into the same 
community process issues in Florida that all of us know so much about. Alan, I need someone 
to sit down with me and give me a strategic approach to this kind of overture, because I don't 
think he's going to be the last to cross my path. (I happen to LOVE talking about Jewish 
education to lay people who want to make a difference, but I need a mentor. Who is that 
person? You? Seymour?) 

Please take me seriously about this, because I think that with the right concrete ideas (as 
pieces of our big dream) many wonderful people could be brought on board. I am also 
intrigued by the possibilities of Jewish women philanthropists and my bond with them. As I 
know you have sensed, I am frustrated by my desire to keep the big picture (which includes 
new blood for CIJE) firmly on our near horizon, and to continually challenge ourselves to ask 
how our day-to-day work add resses our commitment to our mission. People are so hungry for 
a big dream they can be part of--and we have to be asking ourselves, always, how we can 
infuse our daily work with that excitement that it deserves, and communicate that to 
non-professionals. I feel more strongly than ever that we are not doing sufficient justice to this 
part of our mission, and I want to be part of an ongoing conversation about this. With whom? 
And from whom can I learn? 



Co-.in..cil £or I:n .. i . .-tiati-v-es 
in.. 

J e-wi.sh. Ed-u..catio:n.. 

Fax: Co-v-er Sheet 

Date sent: 11/16/95 

To: Nessa Rapoport 

Time sent: 10: 15 am 

Organization: Guest, Copley Plaza 

Phone Number: 

Fax Number: 617-375-9648 

COMMENTS: 

Hi Nessa: 

Please hold for 
Nessa Rapoport 

Guest 

No. of Pages (incl. cover): 2 

From: Robin Mencher 

Phone Number: 212-532-2360 

Fax Number: 212-532-2646 

Hope all is going well and you are actually getting some sleep! 

Attached please find a 1 page fax from Aryeh Rubin. I though you would at the least, find it 
interesting, and at the most, want to respond even before you return to work on Monday. I 
will pass a copy on to DSP for ADH. 

Robin 



From: Aryeh Rubin Fax: ~l 868~ Voice: ~)868-0092 Page 1 of 1 Thursday, November 16, 1995 7:~:35 AM To: Nessa Rapoport at: CUE 

Date: Thursday, November 16, 1995 

To: Nessa Rapoport 

CIJE 

Fax: 212 532 2646 
Voice: 

Comments: 

Dear Nessa: 
Hope all is well. 

Time: 7:07:00 AM 

From: Aryeh Rubin 

Fax: (305) 868-0065 
Voice: (305) 868-0092 

I will be routing through New York on Dec 7 and 8 on a 
return trip from China. Will Alan and yourself be available for 

lunch or for an early afternoon meeting. The 8th is my 

preference but I am flexible. Please advise. 

Do you have an Email number? 

Best regards. 

Aryeh Rubin 

1 Pages 



TO: Valerie Sandler, INTERNET:sandler@binah.cc.brandeis.edu 

Re: Ongoing 

Thanks, Valerie. When you have a draft that you and Art are happy with, please send it by 
e-mail. And keep me informed of your timetable. It will take time to get the budget in to the 
funder; to finalize the text and review it here; and to design and print it, so I'd like to keep the 
project moving. 

We arrived at a fee of $600. Does that seem reasonable to you? Let me know--and let me 
know if you received this e-mail! 

Nessa 



TO: Valerie Sandler, INTERNET:sandler@binah.cc.brandeis.edu 

Re: continuing saga 

Thanks, Valerie. Could you now fax me a copy that is not "grainy"? 212-532-2646. I have 
given the fax to Barry Holtz to look at for curricular points, and I will look at it for editorial ones. 
But I need to edit on a clean copy. 

Barry's initial responses, apart from general approval !, were these, which I'd like you to 
consider: 

He thinks you'll need an introductory paragraph that says something like: "In this essay, Dr. 
Green addresses ... " and then offer a one-paragraph summary of the essay, to give people a 
quick context. 

Second, he pointed out that the content curriculum is wonderful , but that the piece does not 
yet have "process" curriculum. That is, what is a rabbi supposed to do to elicit the content? 
(Discussion, groups, all the stuff you educators know!) He will give us some feedback in that 
regard. Not every rabbi is an intuitive educator who will know what to DO from a pedagogic 
point of view to make this come to life. 

It looks as if we'll be coming in close to planned, in light of the above. $500 seems right, given 
that there's more work. 

"Talk" to you after the holiday. 

Nessa 



FROM: INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU, 
INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
TO: Nessa Rapoport, 74671 ,3370 
DATE: 12/1/9611:15AM 

Re: Re: continuing saga 

Sender: sandler@binah.cc.brandeis.edu 
Received: from binah.cc.brandeis.edu (binah.cc.brandeis.edu (129.64.1.3]) by 
hil-img-5.compuserve.com (8.6.10/5.950515) 

id LAA06385; Sun, 1 Dec 1996 11 :09:29 -0500 
From: <SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
Received: from BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU by BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
(PMDF V4.3-10 #10451) id <01 ICHRV81YS0HVLBKJ@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU>; Sun, 
01 Dec 1996 11 :09:26 -0500 (EST) 

Date: Sun, 01 Dec 1996 11 :09:26 -0500 (EST) 
Subject: Re: continuing saga 
To: 74671.3370@CompuServe.COM 
Message-id: <0 1 ICHRV8J 12QHVLBKJ@BI NAH. CC. BRANDEIS. EDU> 
X-VMS-To: IN%"74671.3370@CompuServe.COM" 
MIME-version: 1.0 
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT 

Dear Nessa, 
Sorry about the grainy fax. I used a copy that was fine, so I guess the 
fax machine at Staples was responsible. Tomorrow I'll see if I can fax 
from Brandeis instead. 

Those comments from Barry Holtz make sense. And they shouldn't be so hard 
to fix. Susan Shevitz has now read the study guide, too, and we should 
be able to connect this week in school. 

I'll contact you by email again after I speak to Susan, and then will 
see if I can start making the changes you recommended so far. I'll let you 
know what Susan had to say in that next email. 

Please understand that we're in the last week of the semester, so things 
are a bit crazy now. But I'll do my best to keep up and let you know what 
is going on . 

thanks. 

valerie 



FROM: INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU, 
INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
TO: Nessa Rapoport, 74671 ,3370 
DATE: 12/5/96 10:30 AM 

Re: Re: continuing saga 

Sender: sandler@binah.cc.brandeis.edu 
Received: from binah.cc.brandeis.edu (binah.cc.brandeis.edu [129.64.1 .3]) by 
arl-img-2.compuserve.com (8.6.10/5.950515) 

id KAA28790; Thu, 5 Dec 1996 10:27:25 -0500 
From: <SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
Received: from BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU by BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
(PMDF V4.3-10 #10451) id <01ICNBR1V7HWQQQZ9D@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU>; Thu, 
05 Dec 1996 10:27:21 -0500 (EST) 

Date: Thu, 05 Dec 1996 10:27:21 -0500 (EST) 
Subject: Re: continuing saga 
To: 74671.3370@CompuServe.COM 
Message-id: <01 ICNBR1V7HYQQQZ9D@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
X-VMS-To: IN%"74671.3370@CompuServe.COM" 
MIME-version: 1.0 
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: 781T 

Hi Nessa-

I'm still trying to find time to speak with Susan. She was called out of 
town yesterday, so hopefully today or tomorrow we'll stop playing phone 
tag. 

I'm working on the intro and process curriculum stuff. Art thinks those 
are great suggestions and wants a copy of the "new study guide" as well. 
I'll write again when I'm further along, after Susan and I taalk. 

Happy Hanukkah! Best to Tobi! 

-Valerie 



. FROM: IN~~\ \I NET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU, 
. INTERNEl :SJ NDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 

TO: Ne Rapoport, 74671 ,3370 Ll} ll}H 
DATE: 12/8/96 8:35 PM 

Re: Re: continuing saga 

..b:irry : 1 th1 11 k I' ve b l1(/l t hu ;iJ 

-{;r )J J (Jl'1 "''thovf- 1<Nr itcpp1nJ 

Sender: sandler@binah.cc.brandeis.edu 1n. wliy d, n+ 'fN 1cy1f) ~ 11 d I rut· 
Received: from binah .cc.brandeis.edu (binah.cc.brandei~ J 
hil-img-5.compuserve.com (8.6.10/5.950515) h(f y, Cc me 011 j<1Vr e-npr /: 

id UAA28318; Sun, 8 Dec 1996 20:23:28 -0500 
1 

~ 1:,, .) JvJQ(//-
From: <SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> rYI J 1 "'IIJ >rye rv " v 
Received : from BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU by BINAH.C next -.teer . 
(PMDF V4.3-10 #10451) id <01 ICS2YZR1 RQQQT14P@ 
08 Dec 1996 20:23:25.-0500 (EST) 
Date: Sun, 08 Dec 1996 20:23:25 -0500 (EST) 
Subject: Re: continuing saga 
To: 74671.3370@CompuServe.COM 
Message-id: <01 ICS2YZR1 RSQQT14P@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
X-VMS-To: IN%"74671.3370@CompuServe.COM" 
MIME-version: 1.0 
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: ?BIT 

Dear Nessa, 

Hi! I hope you are having a happy Chanukah. 

n. 

I met with Susan on Friday, and wanted to share her suggestions for the study 
guide with you, which are great in number. Please let me know which of the 
following are necessary for me to work on: 

1. She also agreed we need to tell the rabbis how to organize the learning 
activities, which I think corresponds closely to your "process" suggestions. 

2. She thinks we should not only include a rather lengthy summary (about 3 
paragraphs) of the essay, but also of the way in which the questions progress. 
We should also include that additional "content direction" in the questions 
themselves, maybe before each Roman Numeral. 

3. She thinks we should emphasize the issue of intermarriage a little less 
than we do, b/c it may be that many of the people looking at the guide will 
be intermarried, and may feel a bit alienated . 

4. She thinks that we may want to include alternative questions for Jews 
of different religious persuasions. In other words, Conservative Jews might 
respond to different wording that Reform Jews, etc. 

5. We should always make a point of structuring questions "from 
personal experience to abstract concept." Perhaps I should make this progres-



FROM: INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU, 
INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
TO: Nessa Rapoport, 7 4671,3370 
DATE: 12/8/96 8:35 PM 

Re: Re: continuing saga 

Sender: sandler@binah.cc.brandeis.edu 
Received: from binah.cc.brandeis.edu (binah.cc.brandeis.edu [129.64.1.3]) by 
hil-img-5.compuserve.com (8.6.10/5.950515) 

id UAA28318; Sun, 8 Dec 1996 20:23:28 -0500 
From: <SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
Received: from BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU by BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
(PMDF V4.3-10 #10451) id <01ICS2YZR1RQQQT14P@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU>; Sun, 
08 Dec 19~6 20:23:25 -0500 (EST) 

Date: Sun, 08 Dec 1996 20:23:25 -0500 (EST) 
Subject: Re: continuing saga 
To: 74671.3370@CompuServe.COM 
Message-id : <01 ICS2YZR1 RSQQT14P@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
X-VMS-To: IN%"74671 .3370@CompuServe.COM" 
MIME-version: 1.0 
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: ?BIT 

Dear Nessa, 

Hi! I hope you are having a happy Chanukah. 

I met with Susan on Friday, and wanted to share her suggestions for the study 
guide with you, which are great in number. Please let me know which of the 
following ar~ necessary for me to work on: 

1. She also agreed we need to tell the rabbis how to organize the learning 
activities, which I think corresponds closely to your "process" suggestions. 

2. She thinks we should not only include a rather lengthy summary (about 3 
paragraphs) of the essay, but also of the way in which the questions progress. 
We should also include that additional "content direction" in the questions 
themselves, maybe before each Roman Numeral. 

3. She thinks we should emphasize the issue of intermarriage a little less 
than we do, b/c it may be that many of the people looking at the guide will 
be intermarried, and may feel a bit alienated. 

4. She thinks that we may want to include alternative questions for Jews 
of different religious persuasions. In other words, Conservative Jews might 
respond to different wording that Reform Jews, etc. 

5. We should always make a point of structuring questions "from 
personal experience to abstract concept." Perhaps I should make this progres-



sion more explicit. 

6. Include a statement of the goals of the study guide in the beginning . 

As you can see, there are many things here. Since I'm in finals this week, 
(I should say papers, for I don't have exams), it would be extremely helpful 
if you could tell me which things to concentrate on, from the above list. 
I will have the most time after Dec. 16, once my semester at Brandeis ends. 
While I will try to give you an "update" this week, it's going to be almost 
impossible for me to do everything. Could you wait for a more detailed 
revised copy next week? I'm sure by then things will calm down--please let 
me know the exact timetable so I can plan accordingly. 

Sorry I sound so frantic; I suppose it comes with the grad. student territory, 

thanks, 
valerie 



FROM: INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU, 
INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
TO: Nessa Rapoport, 74671,3370 
DATE: 12/8/96 8:36 PM 

Re: Re: continuing saga 

Sender: sandler@binah.cc.brandeis.edu 
Received: from binah .cc.brandeis.edu (binah.cc.brandeis.edu [129.64.1.3]) by 
hil-img-5.compuserve.com (8.6.10/5.950515) 

id UAA29204; Sun, 8 Dec 1996 20:28:19 -0500 
From: <SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
Received: from BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU by BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
(PMDF V4.3-10 #10451) id <01ICS3N5P9EOQQTS76@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU>; Sun, 
08 Dec 1996 20:28: 16 -0500 (EST) 

Date: Sun, 08 Dec 1996 20:28: 16 -0500 (EST) 
Subject: Re: continuing saga 
To: 74671.3370@CompuServe.COM 
Message-id: <01 ICS3N5PJ1 UQQTS76@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
X-VMS-To: IN%"74671 .3370@CompuServe.COM" 
MIME-version: 1.0 
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: ?BIT 

One last message: 
Could you please forward those letters to me? I meant to save a copy for Art, 
but didn't do so in time. 
thanks, 
valerie 



FROM: INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU, 
INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
TO: Nessa Rapoport, 74671 ,3370 
DATE: 12/8/96 8:36 PM 

Re: Re: continuing saga 

Sender: sandler@binah.cc.brandeis.edu 
Received: from binah.cc.brandeis.edu (binah.cc.brandeis.edu [129.64.1.3]) by 
hil-img-5.compuserve.com (8.6.10/5.950515) 

id UAA28811; Sun, 8 Dec 1996 20:26:08 -0500 
From: <SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
Received: from BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU by BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
(PMDF V4.3-10 #10451) id <01 ICS3K2BV24QQT14P@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU>; Sun, 
08 Dec 1996 20:26:06 -0500 (EST) 
Date: Sun, 08 Dec 1996 20:26:06 -0500 (EST) 
Subject: Re: continuing saga 
To: 74671.3370@CompuServe.COM 
Message-id: <01 ICS3K2BV26QQT14P@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
X-VMS-To: IN%"74671 .3370@CompuServe.COM" 
MIME-version: 1.0 
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: ?BIT 

One last thing, Nessa--

Susan doesn't feel that one could do justice to this topic in a "one-time" 
discussion. What is your exact conception of the way in which this study 
guide will be utilized? This information will also help me as I revise the 
draft. 

Thanks, 
Valerie 



TO: INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU, 
INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
CC: Barry, 73321 , 1221 

Re: Re: answers 

Barry Holtz's e-mail is 73321.1221@compuserve.com. Please e-mail him directly after today, 
with a cc to me. In the meantime, I'll forward your past e-mail to him. 

Nessa 



TO: Valerie Sandler, INTERNET:sandler@binah.cc.brandeis.edu 

Re: answers 

Yes, it can certainly wait . I think you've reached the point in your thinking where Barry Holtz 
needs to be involved in order to answer the questions you sent me, which I've given to him. 
I've asked him to e-mail you directly, at this stage. He'll be in Cleveland at a program until 
Wednesday in any case. Let me know if you don't hear from him in the next 10 days. 

Best, 

Nessa 



FROM: INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU, 
INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
TO: Nessa Rapoport, 74671,3370 
DATE: 12/12/96 10:42 PM 

Re: Re: answers 

Sender: sandler@binah.cc.brandeis.edu 
Received: from binah.cc.brandeis.edu (binah.cc.brandeis.edu [129.64.1.3]) by 
dub-img-7.compuserve.com (8.6.10/5.950515) 

id WAA04444; Thu, 12 Dec 1996 22:30:34 -0500 
From: <SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
Received: from BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU by BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
(PMDF V4.3-10 #10451) id <01 ICXSU0QSKW03WH7Z@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU>; Thu, 
12 Dec 1996 22:30:31 -0500 (EST) 

Date: Thu, 12 Dec 1996 22:30:31 -0500 (EST) 
Subject: Re: answers 
To: 74671 .3370@CompuServe.COM 
Message-id: <01 ICXSU0RLIA03WH7Z@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
X-VMS-To: IN%"74671.3370@CompuServe.COM" 
MIME-version: 1.0 
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: ?BIT 

Dear Nessa, 

Thanks for your response. I just wanted to give you some information as 
I am thinking about it. .. 

I'll be in Boston until the evening of Dec. 21 , at which time I'll be visiting 
my family in Philadelphia for about a week. I'll have access to my e-mail 
account until then. You (or Barry, perhaps more likely) can reach me 
in Phila. that week at (610) 584-1991. I'll take the stuff for the lesson 
/study guide with me so that I can work on it there. If you or Barry would 
like to fax me anything in Phila that week, the number is (610) 272-3616. 
This is actually the number of my father's office, so please address 
it care of David Sandler. 

I should be back in Boston on the 30th of December, or about that date, any­
way. 

Art of course wants to see everthing as well as it develops. I have shared 
Susan's suggestions with him, and will try to share my summary and process 
suggestions with him next week over a meeting so that we can discuss things 
in detail. I'll be sure to do that before I visit my parents. 

Okay, that's about it. Shabbat Shalom!! 

best to you and your famly, 
(oops-family), 



Valerie 

,. 



FROM: Barry, 73321 ,1221 
TO: Nessa Rapoport, 74671 ,3370 
DATE: 12/16/96 9:50 PM 

Re: Re: answers 

Nes 

I haven't received anything from her as of today. 

b 



FROM: INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU, 
INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
TO: Barry, 73321, 1221 

Nessa Rapoport, 74671 ,3370 
DATE: 12/19/96 11 :44 PM 

Re: the study guide 

Sender: SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
Received : from binah.cc.brandeis.edu (binah.cc.brandeis.edu [129.64.1.3]) by 
hil-img-1.compuserve.com (8.6.10/5.950515) 

id XAA06379; Thu, 19 Dec 1996 23:39:48 -0500 
From: <SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
Received: from BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU by BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
(PMDF V4.3-10 #10451) id <01 ID7NGN9Y5G042ZLW@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU>; Thu, 
19 Dec 1996 23:39:46 -0500 (EST) 

Date: Thu , 19 Dec 1996 23:39:46 -0500 (EST) 
Subject: the study guide 
To: 73321.1221@compuserve.com, 74671.3370@compuserve.com 
Message-id : <01 ID7NGN9Y5I042ZLW@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
X-VMS-To: IN%"73321.1221@compuserve.com", IN%"74671.3370@compuserve.com" 
MIME-version: 1.0 
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: ?BIT 

Dear Barry and Nessa, 
Brandeis's system is rather antiquated; there's not really a cc command 
that I know of, so these letters will simply be "addressed" to both of 
you! 

Just a reminder that I won't be in Boston after Sat eve.--I'1I be in Phila. 
at (610) 584-4882, or you can FAX me c/o David Sandler (my father), at 
(610) 272-3616. I won't have access to email betw. Dec. 21 and 31. I'll 
be back in Boston on the 31st, at which point I can "return" to cyber­
space. 

thanks, 
valerie 
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FROM: INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU, 
INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
TO: Barry, 73321 , 1221 

Nessa Rapoport, 74671 ,3370 
DATE: 12/20/96 12:18 PM 

Re: some more things 

Sender: SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
Received : from binah.cc.brandeis.edu (binah.cc.brandeis.edu [129.64.1.3]) by 
hil-img-2.compuserve.com (8.6.10/5.950515) 

id MAA04520; Fri, 20 Dec 1996 12:07:13 -0500 
From: <SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
Received: from BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU by BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
(PMDF V4.3-10 #10451) id <01 ID8DK87G7K043O35@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU>; Fri, 
20 Dec 1996 12:05:52 -0500 (EST) 
Date: Fri, 20 Dec 1996 12:05:52 -0500 (EST) 
Subject: some more things . 
To: 73321 .1221@CompuServe.COM, 74671.3370@CompuServe.COM 
Message-id: <01 ID8DK87ZHU043O35@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
X-VMS-To: IN%"73321.1221@CompuServe.COM", IN%"74671.3370@compuserve.com" 
MIME-version: 1.0 
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT 

Dear Barry and Nessa, 

I just met with Art Green, and we revised a potential summary of his essay 
that could be used as a sort of "preface" to the study guide. I'll fax 
it to you on Monday morning from Philadelphia, once I have an opportunity 
to fix it up. I'll fax it to Nessa's office .. . is this okay? 
valerie 



FROM: INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU, 
INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
TO: (unknown), 73221, 1221 

Nessa Rapoport, 74671,3370 
DATE: 1/7/97 6:02 PM 

Re: the study guide 

Sender: SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
Received: from binah.cc.brandeis.edu (binah.cc.brandeis.edu [129.64.1 .3]) by 
hil-img-4.compuserve.com (8.6.10/5.950515) 

id RAA03582; Tue, 7 Jan 1997 17:48:19 -0500 
From: <SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
Received: from BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU by BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
(PMDF V5.1-4 #17138) id <01IDXUQVFOl8HV2Y5L@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU>; Tue, 
7 Jan 1997 17:48: 11 EST 
Date: Tue, 07 Jan 1997 17:48:11 -0500 (EST) 
Subject: the study guide 
To: 73221 .1221@compuserve.com, 74671.3370@compuserve.com 
Message-id: <01 IDXUQVG7SIHV2Y5L@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
X-VMS-To: IN%"73221.1221@compuserve.com", IN%"74671.3370@compuserve.com" 
MIME-version: 1.0 
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII 

Dear Barry, 
Just a note to let you know of my schedule for this week and next. I wi ll 
be in Boston this week, but am leaving for Miami Beach on Sun. for one week. 
(I have the Wexner Winter Institute). Please get back to me soon on what 
you'd like me to do next for the Study Guide, so I'll be sure to receive 
any suggestions before I leave. I'll be back in Boston on Jan. 18. 
Thanks, 
Valerie 
It is possible that I can contact you from Miami by phone, but I will 
not be on email at that point. 



TO: INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU, 
INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
CC: Barry, 73321, 1221 

Re: Outcomes 

Thanks for your notes. The funder would , ideally, like to mail this guide before Pesach. The 
project is a big undertaking, from a logistical point-of-view, so I'd like us to try to finalize the 
text as early in January as possible. (It will need a designer, and several other components 
that will have their own time frame.) 

I leave the issues you raised to Barry's capable oversight. My general rubric would be to keep 
this a simple project and not try to accomplish more than is realistic in one short document. I'll 
step in next when it's time to edit, but please keep cc'ing me so that I know the pace. 

Look forward to the finished document. 

Nessa 



TO: INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU, 
INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 

Re: the future 

Hope you enjoyed your retreat. Just a note to remind you of what you already know: At this 
point, we need to really move. Did you and Barry arrive at a deadline by which you will get him 
the next version? Let me know. 

Nessa 



FROM: INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU, 
INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
TO: Nessa Rapoport, 74671 ,3370 
DATE: 1/9/97 6:32 PM 

Re: Re: the study guide 

Sender: SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
Received: from binah.cc.brandeis.edu (binah.cc.brandeis.edu [129.64.1.3]) by 
hil-img-2.compuserve.com (8.6.10/5.950515) 

id SAA05611 ; Thu, 9 Jan 1997 18:30:59 -0500 
From: <SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
Received: from BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU by BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
(PMDF V5.1-4 #1 7138) id <01 IE0OWM3KGGHV5MJW@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> for 
74671.3370@CompuServe.COM; Thu, 9 Jan 1997 18:30:55 EST 

Date: Thu , 09 Jan 1997 18:30:55 -0500 (EST) 
Subject: Re: the study guide 
To: 74671 .3370@CompuServe.COM 
Message-id: <01 IE0OWM3U42HV5MJW@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
X-VMS-To: IN%"74671 .3370@CompuServe.COM" 
MIME-version: 1.0 
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII 

Great--1'11 pass on whatever we discuss to Art Green. 
-Valerie 



FROM: INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU, 
INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
TO: Nessa Rapoport, 7 4671,3370 
DATE: 1/21/97 10:47 AM 

Re: Re: the future 

Sender: SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
Received: from binah.cc.brandeis.edu (binah.cc.brandeis.edu (129.64.1.3]) by 
hil-img-3.compuserve.com (8.6.10/5.950515) 

id KAA23776; Tue, 21 Jan 1997 10:45:48 -0500 
From: <SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
Received: from BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU by BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
(PMDF V5.1-4 #17138) id <01 IEH03Q5CLCQQX567@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> for 
74671 .3370@CompuServe.COM; Tue, 21 Jan 1997 10:45:36 EST 
Date: Tue, 21 Jan 1997 10:45:36 -0500 (EST) 
Subject: Re: the future 
To: 74671.3370@CompuServe.COM 
Message-id: <01 IEH03Q5VW2QQX567@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
X-VMS-To: IN%"74671.3370@CompuServe.COM" 
MIME-version: 1.0 
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII 

Dear Nessa, 
Sorry about the delay in getting back to you--I just got back from FL two 
days ago ... I am meeting with Art Green today to go over Barry's suggestions 
and the changes I've made in response to them. We should have the next 
version this week. I will write more after today's meeting, but I have 
a hunch we're very close to the next version. 
-Valerie 



TO: INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU, 
INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 

Re: Re: the future 

Great! I look forward to it. 

Nessa 



FROM: INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU, 
INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
TO: Nessa Rapoport, 7 4671 ,3370 
DATE: 1/21/97 10:55 PM 

Re: Re: the future 

Sender: SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
Received : from binah.cc.brandeis.edu (binah.cc.brandeis.edu [129.64.1.3]) by 
arl-img-4.compuserve.com (8.6.10/5.950515) 

id WAA29922; Tue, 21 Jan 1997 22:55:12 -0500 
From: <SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
Received: from BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU by BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
(PMDF V5.1-4 #17138) id <01 IEHPK373BKQQX19J@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> for 
74671 .3370@compuserve.com; Tue, 21 Jan 1997 22:55:00 EST 

Date: Tue, 21 Jan 1997 22:54:59 -0500 (EST) 
Subject: Re: the future 
To: 74671 .3370@compuserve.com 
Message-id: <01IEHPK37W8YQQX19J@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
X-VMS-To: IN%"74671 .3370@compuserve.com" 
MIME-version: 1.0 
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII 

Dear Nessa, 
Hi--Luckily, I've managed to finish up the next version today, and will fax 
it to you tomorrow afternoon when I get to the fax machine at work .. . Be 
expecting about 8 pages around 3:00 or so on Wednesday, addressed to you 
and Barry, of course. 
KIT, 
Valerie 



DRESLIN & CO. INC. 6102723616 

To: Nessa Rapoport, CUE 
Ban-y Holtz 

Fax# (212) 532-2646 
Date: Deccmher 23, 1996 

12/23 '90 13:16 N0.951 01/03 

Re: ''Rc.c;Lming the Aleph" Study Guide Introduclion 
Pages including this one: 3 

From: Valerie Sandler 
c/o David Sandler 
Drcslin and Company, Inc. 
Fax# (610) 272-3616 

ln this fax is a suggested summary Art Green and I have worked on for the Study Guic.le. 

It is meant lo introduce readers to the main ideas in Dr. Green's essay. and to stimulate 

their own personal interest in the topic. Please lcl us know what you think. You can reach 

me via fax at the number above until 12/31/96; Jill "get e-mail access back" on that date as 

well. If for some ccac;on this fax is unclear please call 1ne at (610) 584-4882, and I'll send 

it again. Thank you. 

-Valerie 



DRESLIN & CO. INC. 6102723616 12/23 1 90 13:16 N0.951 02/03 

In1roduction to "Restoring the Aleph" --Summary of Essay 

According to Dr. Green in "Restoring the Aleph," American fows living in the 

ninelie.~ confront a paradox: they "fit in'' to the society around them a hit too well. In the 

space of this century alone, Jews in this country have moved from the position of new 

immigrants to fourth-generation Americans; from ethnics seeking to shed their differences 

to American Jews with few distinguishing features. 

Dr. Green confronts this tension head-on in his essay. He argues that if Judaism 

will survive. it must have something to offer "entirely American Jews." Judaism, that is, 

must speak to Jews and draw them in; it need'l to have an ahsolutc value that goes beyond 

the many attracti<ms of the Amctican cult\ir.1I marketplace. 

It is the spiritual dimension of Judaism that gives it this value. Dr. Green defines 

"spirituality" a.~ "a view of religion that see.~ it~ primary ta.~k as cultivating an<l nourishing 

the human soul or spiril" Il is this dimension tl1atso many Americans of diffen;mL 

religious stripes search for today. While Hasidism embraces a. conception of spirituality 

with traditional undertones, it is not a path to attract many Jews Loday. But the movement 

nevertheless provides us wilh a Jewish vocabulary to move further. Today we recognize 

that, like spiritual seekers in other religions, we have a Jewish language with which to 

cultivate our inner selves, and nourish our very souls. Religious practice is part of that 

language, opening us to new experiences of the .spirit. 

Why are there so many spiritual seekers? Historical tragedy of our century, 

including the Holocaust, makes us human beings feel om existence on earth is tenuous. 

Moreover, we have ceased to be impressed hy Lhc accomplishment~ of science; we seek 

some "deeper" meaning. To move toward the future, we need a well of religious strength 

into which we can reach. Many Jews have turned to flastem religions as that source, 

though a si:1.ahle mi.nodty of earnest seekers have explored Judaism. How can Judaism 



" DRESLIN & CO. INC. 6102723616 12/23 1 90 13:16 N0.951 03/03 

Introduction, page 2 

best respond to the deeply personal needs of those seekers? Why have so many turned 

elsewhere? How can more of them be brought to consider Judaism? 

While Judaism at once offers a warm invitation to seekers, the ''directions" enclosed 

with the invitation arc often hard to follow. There is the language problem; one gets Lhe 

most out of Judaism if one can "study" in the Jewish tnngue--Hehrcw. Many seekers 

don't know Heh1-cw, and feel understandably daunted hy the task of learning it. The same 

is true of the tradition of knowledge so needed Lo he a Jew. American Jews frequently 

confront a feeling of inadcquac..-y: is their Jewish life "goo<l enough lo count as a.uthenlic?" 

Will a seeker feel lhi~ way as well'! A deeper problem concerns belief in God. There are 

many Jewish seekers who acknowledge their own religiosity, hut don't name the ohjeet or 
their quest "God." Indeed. as Dr. Green points out, Judaism must respond to a new 

religious or spiritual agnosticism. 

Dr. Green suggests that Judaism does have the resources to respond lo the~ 

challenges. Whal if we expanded our vocabulary for "talking about God?" Dr. Green 

explains that tradition has caused u.~ tn he fixated on lhe "vertical metaphor" for 

understanding God. a metaphor that places God on a mountain and us permanently below. 

It seems very hard for some to relate to such a God. A second metaphor within the 

tradition to which we can tum is one or inwardnc.qs_ God, that is, can he an internal source 

of depth and meaning for which we can scarch~·that metaphor belongs to our mystical 

thinkers. A search for self-discovery, thct'cforc. coincides on the deepest level with a 

search for God as the cosmic Self. Jewish text~, practices. and beliefs arc our guidepost~ 

along the way, a means to lhal end. 

Dr. Green's essay is a deeply personal one; he is a proud and committed Jew and 

seeker. How do we understand this sort of quest'! If we also identify as "seekers,'' how 

can we come to understand ourselves? 



To: Nessa Rapopon an<.1 aarry Holtz 
CJJE 
Fax Number. (212) 532-2646 
From: Valerie Sandler 

bear Nessa and Bat'ry, 

Here is the newest version of the study gutde and introduction to the guide. I have 

reviewed my changes (made in accordance with 'Barry's sugge.~tlons) with Art Green, ~d 

he has approved them. 

Plca..-sc also note that An suggested a couple of additional changes to the SUf <1e lts~Jf, 

namely tho~e 1.m quc:;sliun8 3 (in which we took out me lntennarrtage issue and ~pl~ced it 

wilh ;a mun: gc:m:ntl inquiry) and 12, in which we added guidance questions after the short 

tex1. 

· 1 hope this version ls a good one. Please get back to me on e-mail to let me know 

you've recel ved th1s ! And, of course, if any further changes need to be macte, please tell 

me ~"i ~uun ;as yuu c1:1n 80 we CM stick to the end-of .January deadline ... 

Thnnks! 

... 

. :, 

. . ... 

.. 
< 
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' ·: .. 
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Jntroduction to "Restoring the Aleph" Study Guide, Updated 1 / 21 / 97 

According to Dr. Green in .. Restoring the Aleph," Ame.rtcan Jews llvtng tn '._ 
' -~ 

the nineties confront a paradox: they "fit in" to the society around them so Well ~a~ ~ 

they have sometimes ceased to maintain their distinctiveness as Jews. J~ ~he spa~~; 
. : , 

of this century aJone, Jews in ~is country have moved fro~ the p~sltion ·Qf ne':V; 

immigrants to fourth-generation Americans; from ethnics seeking ·to shed· th~tt: 

inJe, ~ differences to American Jews with few to no distinguishing featuresA 1nfl1_ oiJw- Al)'loirf ·. · 

role Gf J"ynJ_J6f}VC ~ 
01/l(( t 10/c,,.JtJ 
aid lJ ?!! t j (cJl(fl 

hi- )')H 111 J'f' Js ) 

Dr. Green confronts this tension head-on ln hts essay. He argues· that · i( . 
. . . · .·.' . 

Judaism will survive, it must have something to offer to "entirely .An:ietk~ Jews·/ . 

Judaism, that is, must speak to Jews and draw them in; it needs to haye·'an. ~bsoiure; 

vaJue that goes beyond the many attractions of the American culturaJ marketplac:¢_, _"; 

lt is the spiritual dimension of Judai.sm that gtves it thts value; Dr. G~,rf: 
. . ·. ·. 

defines "spirituality" as "a view of religion that sees its primary task -es cultlv~~nff 

and nourishing the human soul or spirit." Many Americans of dif€erent -~lig:io~s'. · 
strl¥?es search for that dimension today. Like spiritual seekers of ~ther religtons; w~'. Jew.r. 

·,. ' 

have a Jewish language with whi~h,1 :cultivate our inner selves. M~st spec~fical~,;, 

our rellglous practice opens us to~ experiences of the spirit. 
. , 

. . : 
Why are there so many spiritual seekers? Historical tragedies of our century,_ 

including the Holocaust, make uJ human beings feel our existence cm .earth .. to-.b~ .. ~ 
tenuous. Moreover, we have ceased to be impressed by the accompltshments· -~~ · 

sclence; we seek some "deepe( meaning. To move toward the future, we need " . 
. . . . . . . ' .. 

well of religious strength into which we can reach. Some Jews have tt.imeci· td: .· 
' 

Eastern: religions a~ that source, though a sluible mtnorlty of earnest see~ers .have 
.. 

explored Judaism. How can Judaism best respond to the deeply personal : ne.~ ·~··o.i 
., 

fh(lc ~.u 1 J,c those seekeru? Why have so :many turned elsewhere? 
Soh\i. Tl--11'1J th'>t.- 011 I l":)<1 

How can more of. tben,. ~~-

,. .1 i L i.. broul!'hl to consider Judaism? 
(}J fl\ J'f?. 'J7. \Nill 0 

heir C. Xp IJ VI JY" ; 
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While Judaism at once offers a warm invitation to see~ers, the "dl.rec;tlons" : · 

enclosed with the invitation are often hard to follow. Many seekers don·t j(nqw~ 

Hebrew, and feel understandably daunted by the task of learning it. The same ~s true ··· 

of the tradJtion of r:~~:a~~""\o needed to be a Jew, Finally, \here are some JeW:lsl\ 

seekers who acknowledge their own religiosity, but don't name the ob1ect of ~heir: 
quest "God." As Dr. Green points out, Judaism must respond to a new religious . cfr: · 

. : . 

Dr. Green suggests that: Judaism d9es have the resources to respon~ to these.· 

challenges. We could begin by expandjng our vocabulary for · "talking a~qtit -God.'~ ·. 
• , · ... ; :. 

Beyond the vertical metaphor ~hat places God on a mountain and us below,' we c~ 
. . : . . .. ~ 

also tum to the metaphor of inwardness. God, that ls, can be an internal "S9UJ:'ce· ~f _ 

depth and meaning for which we can search~-that metaphor belongs Jo our ~ystl~t 
' . . . ~ . 

thinkers. A search for self-dis~overy, therefore, coincides on t~e d~pes~ _level ~-~ .. a, · · 

~earch for God as the cosmfc Self. Jewish texts, practices, arid belief~ ·~re. _0411·:. 
guideposts along the way, a means to that end. 

.• ' 

Dr. Green's essay is a deeply personal one; he is a proud and committed .Je~· 
. . . .. 

and seeker. How can we u~derstand this sort of quest? lf we also id~nll.fy' a_s: 
. . 

"5eekers," how cnn we come to understand ourselves? , 

. ' 

We have prepared this study guide to enable you to use Dr. Green ~s .e88ay ~ -A ... 
. . ) . 

springboard for discussion of the situation of Ameri<'.an Je'ws today (.IS if.escr:ibe~··. 

above, as we.II as your personal responses to that situation . 

' . 
After reading tltis essuy_ in advance, groups of participants · sho11td mer,t ori~e; ·_. 

: ·, . .. 
to discuss the issues raised. r1ie groups should contain approximately 5-~o _p¢op_ie 

•. . ~ 

each, and should appoint a leaFer to facilitate. Although s/he should be : prepared ,:td 

modemte. the discussion, the leader does not need to be a rabbi or e(f.(.1oator . . We. . ·. 
' . . 

imagine that most, if not all,- of the questions could be answere.d in .one" sessfMt. · 
. -~ ' 

lasti1LS two lo tltre<t lzvur:;. l( •. : 
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. . ' 
This study guide could · also be used as the beginning of a min1 dur,e lrz :. 

spirituality in Judaism. After 4 first discussion of the issues rµised in· ''R.e8toring tl~.e. i 
.. 

Aleplt," the group could follow up that session with a disC:ussion· of ·other read!ng;f ; 

on the sume subject. Belen.()., we /rave suggested a list cf work3: 

1. Martin Buber, Hasidistn and Modern Man 

2, Abraham Joshua Heschel, God in Search of Man 

3. Abraham Joshua He~hel, The Sabbath 

4. Lawrence Kushner, T~ie River ()/ Llglit 

5. Arthur Green, Seek Jv!.Y Face, Speak My Name: A Contempomry · 

Je.·wish Tlttiolo8Y 
J C, (W,I Hd I~ W.klll?I .kvr1d1 

"I worn(!) . Yuvr WurJ 11 Ttri 
oftuj, TrnU\etz. 
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t Jcli pw~~ rc.,J ul!C ;d:/ .Jlflllllt/ !jrwf. f:'fYlj<-1'.. plk ;bvvt- cf-. 

: . 

' . •, 

: .. 

. ' •• ,! • 

. j 

. ~ 

.. 
' . 

•• t • 

. , .. \. . . . 

' . . . . ~ 

. ' 

. ': 

. .. 



J>c.9(oni'} f1'/1r,hr ~ 
1rfhdJ, 1h. .)VQl 0?C!. °: 

] 

"Restoring the Aleph: Judaism for the Contemporary Seeker" 

This Study Guide accompanies "Restoring the Aleph. .. Jt is meant to foster yuu,r . 
personal erwa8ement with the issues addressed in Dr. Green 'i; e:,say. 

I, Passing on our Jradition: Ju~aism through the Generation~ 

On page 5 of "Restoring the Aleph," Dr. Green ~rites, "We w~te ral.~d. ·to .'e~~ ,:: 
ourselves as a link between our parents and our childre.n, our grandparents and .. l?.ur i 
grandchildren, passing a legacy from each gen~ration to the next. ln Jewish famll_ies_;, 
all over this country there is a feeling that the chain is being broken. We_ .stand.·· 
dumbfounded as we see whole limbs falling off the tree, the end o{ Judaism · or_. 
Jewish awareness in branches of our own famille$." :. ··; · 

. · . . " 

nri+ 1. Intermarriage is often cited as one of the key indicators of the. "breakt'ngu ·o/ ... 
~ ltain of tradition. Has intermarriase occurred in your family?{ Cf so, ·in wh~-~~ 
xrneni11o,,. """ u occur,.,d? H., d, 2 · ·: 

X 2. If intermarriage has occurred in your fumi~l:ra-ve. your. re~tlv~~:: 
come to accept its existence? Has anyone sat Shiva (f)bserved a seven-day mour~irfg.­
period in the home, as is done aper a death)? J How nave patterns of accep"tance 
changed from 8eneratfon. to generation? ·· 

~ -J 3. What does it mean to -pass on the legacy of Jewish tradition" wh~n :;;,~ : 
live in an open society, one in which learning from all people und . many iraditi<,'n~ 
is so hig'1ly value,t? 

JI. Adapting that Tradition to our Needs: Understanding the Spiritual Seek!f!s 

ln the face of such challenges to Jb.e ntinuity of Jewtsh tra _ on,:. Dr. Greeri 
searches for new pointKof Iigp.t---which speak to many types ·of Jews. . . p.~ge 7!:.h~ · 
introduces a notion of s · ituaJity originally adapted from fiasidi~m, ·ut updated ·10 
suit contemporary as. He writes, "Spir jtuali ty is a view of rel.igio_n :that sees lts . 
primary task as tivating and nourishing the human soul or spirit. ,l~aW1 pel'.89.~ . 
according to ·s view, has an inner life that he or she may choose ·to devetor·: .. :, ~' 
.Ultimate! , !this inwardness) is 'transpersonal,' reaching deeply·. into . the sel ·-,but. 
t~en e ending through an inward reach beyond the individmtl .and ··H~p.g . . 
h,1m/ er to all other selves ... and to the single Spirit or Self of the up..iverse we calj : 
Go . God Is experientially accessible through the cultivation of this inner ·ufe., ·an.cf. 
aw reness of that access ls a primary value of religion." ' · t' t 4. Hm,, do you understand tllis conception of spir'.tual/ty? 

@ , , _5. Wh11t does it mean to you to "be religious?" ~ Have yoU ever. used ·the · 
defzmtton found On the bottom Of page 7: "openness to a .deep ·Well o/ inn·e_r . 
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tt.>vc yw_ evif hxl 
e"-:pe.rfr ru;c?" W-haY experiences ~similar to those listed rn this : 
paragraph on page 7? 

6. Read tlze. texts be.law. Each elaborates on Dr. Green's co17:ce1,tion .of :· 
spirituality. After reading, use the questi.ons as a guide to thinking about .the· texts : · 
themsefoes and your response to the texts. · · . ; 

tmpru ,hl.t. 
-h vnJ(/jt~ 

God is unified oneness-one without two, inestimable. Genuine · divine. · .. 
existence engenders the existence of all of creation. ·.The _sublime,· inner. ·,. · 
essences secretly constitute a chain Jinking everything from the highes_t. to _-the_ 
lowest, extending from the upper pool to the edge of the universe'. . · ·· . 

There is nothing--not even the tiniest thing--that is not fasten~ t~ the link~·· : 
of this chain. Everything is catenated in its mystery, caught i.n its oneite.~ .- . ~ 
God is one, God's secret is one, all the worlds below and .above are all · 
mysteriously one. Di vine existence is indivisible. . . · . ·. 

The enti re chain is one. Down to the last link, everything is· li1:1k~ ~Ith 
everything else; so divine essence is below as well as above, in heaven i nd on· , 
earth. There is nothing else. · 

R. Moses de Leon, 13th century K~bba11st.' .. · · . 
Tlie l:;ssential l<abbalah, . p. 2~. 

. . ~ 
. ·: 1 i .:- . ~ ~. 

a. How would you describe de Leon's conception of God in yotlr a-um words?.- . . ; . · 
b. Think about de Leon's di?,ine chain tlint "links ·everything from the.·.· : 
1tig1iest to tlie lowest." What is t1ie sig11ificance .of this metaphor? · Do you . 
f ind it compelling? Why or why not? · · 
c. 111 the se.cond paragrtq.,Ji, de 1..emt suggests the secrets_--tlie mysterif!s--of t~~ . : . 
divine; we will never understand how the world's many elements are : 
connected. What might lie mean by "mystery?" Is there a place for "mystery" 
in Judaism? 

The human. body is always finite; 
It is the spirit that is boundless. 
Defore you begin to pray, 

caat aslde that which limits you 
and enter the endless world of Nothing. 

ln prayer turn to God alone 
and have no thoughts of yourself at all. 

Nothing but God exists for you; 
you yourself have ceased to be. 

Tht! true redemption of the soul can only happen 
as you :;l-ep outside the body's limits. 

R. Levt Yitzhak of Berdichev 
Sltemu 'uli Tovah, Wartsaw, 19.3B, 
Your Word is Fire, p. 57, · 

3 
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)( Think about the first two I in.es of this 71assage. Why do you thi~~ ~- :-Ut?J-·.} .. · 
Yitzhak draws the distinction between the human body and the spirit · in t h.e ; : . 
way that he docs? . . . .. . . 
b. Can you rephrase tile process of .. warming up for prayer" that -he descril/es_: ·: · 
in lines 3-5? '1 What does it mean to "cast aside what limits youl" . · · : · 

J c. In lines 6-9, R. Yitzlla~ urges his readers to only think about God, t.o r.eplac;e · ; 
thoughts of oneself with those of God. What effect would you . imagine. h.e .:{s . i 

j aiming for in givhtg tl1ese instructions? .· . . -... . · 
d. In the last two lines, R. Yitzhak speaks of the "tru.e redemption of-the sour'. i 
that happens only when one ''steps outside the bo_dy' s limits ." · Wh.at i~ t1ie : 
experience he describes? Have you e11er had this experience, or come dose .fo. : 
if? 

v 7. On page 9, we learn that some Jews are "seekers" wl)o nhav~ ~hO!:!eri' 9_r '. 
needed to explore their spiritual lives through a variety of J'.l.On•Jewish, . mostly· :· 
Eastern spirit~ paths." [ Dol,_ yyu +P..;rsonally knOJg of peoi,t1 wlzo define ·themselv_~~ .: 
as seekers_?] u ;;J){ do you fM abtfiJt some Jews attractllfn to Eastern r~llgion~? .' D~_ .'. 
these reltgions have anytltmg to teach us? In what ways might_ these ' lessatttJ bt 
com11atible with what we find in Jewish tradition? 'dh,., 616 ; J,~, ~b th:;;Ft .!: tt~, 

h6111 Jo thty kn w 
e/1~~ :>i> E 
rdt.,, ~~'I . \,llhJl· u~ I- 11,e-J -(i,.,J 111 J I, ft ~ 

· Ill. Why Some May be Spirltua'l Seekers 
: . . . . 

~ 8. On page 10, Dr. Gre~n lists s~veral reasons why Jews or this ·gener'ati'?,1:1- ~ · · 
have become seekers. Among them are world tragedy and dissatisfactl~n w~~· : 
material rewards. What other reasons can you think of for becoming: a : seeker_? _:. 
Consider your own experience. if you, are a "seeker, u or those of peuple c101:1t! to you,· , · 
Jews mid/or 11011.-Jcu,s. 

7 \ . . . · . ·. 
, IJI)., On page 14, Dr. Green writes that a serious seeker ls "open _ .lll ta~tng 9-~ :. 

~part. -j) <J1y spiritual disciplines, even of the most rigorous kind." But these disclplhies must .pe ., 
~1hVJ ./?..v relevant to us in contemporary society. Think about your current religicn.t:; practi~. ~. 

2, 'fh<IJ.r. What do you 4f! to feel Jewish on a regular basis? Do you fhid those -prncti~s := ·. 

nri1 r snii,/\, pe7:sonally me?~ingful? Do y~u .,ever f eel you need ~omething ... more? 
0
~!t~ched ;_~9 '.:· 

nzm,., 6~r /{ th1s study _guide are ~ r. Greens Ten Pathways toward a new Shapbat. Th~y may _: 
~ be used either as a first step -toward Shabbat observance or as a supplement to :. 
G/Wt~ ~l,lJ/WJ~ tradllionfl.J practice. · 
I ~ J'(l,,rnl jUW1i'fl J 
(1~ i Gro,,: > IV. 1'he Challenges Confronting Spiritual Seekers 

i hJr ~P~ ,,, 
po vif Iii 111 ,Jf fY ~ 

:; /Zi:tv,1 r , ctu<,, 
h~1n11~ ~/ 

Jh.,~h". 

.J 10. Even those serious seekers an1ong us may be conttnua'tly frustrated .l:>y th,~ i . 
apparent "prerequisites" to "doing the Jewish spiritual life· seriou~Iy."_ (p. ~7) ; · 
Namely, Jewish prayers (and most texts) are written in Hebrew. Do -yo~- k.now any·. 
Hebreu1? If your know led Ke ·of Helmrw is limited, do you find : the feel! ng to be :·o.~ ·. 
of disempowerment? hlf it were made available, would you be willing to ·le.am som_-e_, · · 

(
basic Hebrew words t tat appear most ufien in prayas?J . ; ·. 
[Ifni~ yov (JI ff )~t/1~ ,/i f.)f1)l'f . (/1 J fnyo Jetfi(&J ,' • . ; 

Ut/(. H ch WJ.s l C'<.f•. thf ,..,.. u,h,l')Ce,: 

V ('/);p or Pf'I'/(/'-: 

---------*-----
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~ n . On page 18, Dr . Green alludes to the changing defini~ol) =of ~plrltu~Htr,:: .. 
J Is it possible, he asks, that one can try to have a jewish .spirit~al . life wlt~out.: . 

'believing in God?' While many would be ·quick to critic~~ this ·p9sition, th1~~ 
stance is a reality for me. More than anything else, the question t~ fl:S~ today :ts n~t: . 
''Do you believe i God?" but "Are you a spiritual person?'jJ-, Hfv · do _Yl?~:. 
understand th-· " . t-s- a-the.ist'tastic" pet:speffi'ee-?- Do you ascribe . to . tfie.~e: . . 
l1tdic:fs ul all? fhe.u - .,c:l,,,t1 ~ f(J.it'hw 1() hc...1r ~ yr. d11<.wn,11/ .:. 

~ firr/ .) · 11; (J~ { 

12. To extend your thoughts a bit on question 11, rere.ad page 19gof. Re&torin.8. 
the Aleph." Cnn you empathize with either or both of tile Positions artioulated-._iit.: 
tlte fil'sl two paragraphs? . . · ·. 

X Read as well t1te passaRe below. Discuss it with the follo?i)in8 ques_tion · .in_ · 
mind: ls there room in Judaism for persons witli t/iese beliefs? ' ,' . r 

J 

In meditation, everything depends on thought. If your . thought_ b~corties; 
attached to any created thing--even something unseen or spirl~a~; higher. 
than any earthly creature-it is as if you were bowing down to ·an i?-ol 'on yo\l~; 
hands nnd knees. · : 

R. lsaac of Akko, 6ts~r ·Hayy(m ·. :, 
The Essential KabbalaJ1,: p. 11.5:·· : 

But suppose the tltousJu is attadz.ed to God or God's nam_e_. I.$ (ht:.l_i -:~ 
legitimate form of attachment? Are there ways in which even God or the ·rorah : cart., 
become a" idol? · 

: ', .. ~ 
V. You're Invited: Extending a Ha11d to the Spiritual Seeker$ · · · · · · ·: ; 

13. If we accept the widespread ~ 118 out of spiritual seekers, pur ·verbiU .!It 
theoretical acceptance musL be accom~anied by the expans1on .of . our ~wn · 
understanding of Judaism. SpecificaUy,tPr, Green discusses 'the need to ~ugge~t~ : 
range of metaphors of the divine/ human relationship--metaphors that jncot-porl\~/ 
but also move beyond, the vertical. While the vertical metaphor. ··~uo~{s) tor 
distance," the "hidden God buried deep within the sett feels more like one who _ _. ~-~~~ 
longs to be discovered" (22). Dr. Green suggests the metaphor ~f one . "s~eking iq 
draw water from our innermost well." Rather than climbing ~e ·mountaiJ\ in~.t~~?·.': · 
we are "journeying dow into the depths ... peeling off level after ievel of externals; · 
(21). Discuss your opinion of this metaphor, particularly how it differs from ·the: ·· 
~crtical melaphor.J Can you. com7 up with another metaphor for this notipn 9/ 
tn wn rd II ess? fn #JC av-11 rdllG.;,L Jb. ~ rt/} ltfz.1 .n : Pwc ,rrip 1lut iklf ihc,n y.v Cd1<Lp'lv) t, ze. ~ t rt'hir. . 

U tvpk ) 4ud ':- 1N... d)l/1nt l + hv"'Yl: · · ·: · · · 
~ 14. On page 24, Dr. Green introduces the idea ·· of a ''.JE:wish : 'my~~ct,.i,". 

humanism." Humans are the actors, he explains, in shaping the world. . .The1-r. 
conception of the divine, however, is truly like that of the mystics~~one· m:utfi · · 
broa~er and more far-reaching, perhapsJ than most. Discuss that conception, as ,-· if. 
a,,,,Jws to your understanding of Judaism. 
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TEN PATHWAYS TOWARD A NEW SHABBAT 

ID· - · 
1. Stay at home. Spend quality time with family and real friends. 

2. Celebrate with others: at the table, in the synagogue, with your 
community or havurah, or with those with whom you can best share 
in appreciating God's world. 

3. Study or read something that will edify, challenge, or make you 
grow . . 

4. Be alone. Take some ti.me for yourself. Check in with yourself. 
Review your week. Ask yourself where you are in your life. 

5. Mark the beginning and end of this sacred time: lighting candles 
and kiddush on Friday night and havdalah on Saturday night. 

~= 
6. Do anything you have to do for your work life. This includes 
obligatory reading, homework for kids (even without writing!), 
unwanted social obligations, and preparing for work as well as doing 
your job itself. 

7. Spend money. Separate completely from the commercial culture 
that so much surrounds us. 

8. Do business. No calls to the broker, no following up on ads, no 
paying of bills. It can all wait. 

9. Trauel. Avoid especially commercial places like airports, hotel 
check-ins, and similar depersonalizing commercial encounters. Stay 
free of situations in which people are likely to tell you to "have a nice 
day!" 

10. Use commercial or canned video entertainment, including 1V and 
computer. Stay in situations where you can be face-to-face with 
those around you, r ather than facing the all-powerful screen. 

• • • • :,-. • • ••• • • ' 1 _,,, _ •, :-· · ·~ 



Background: 

Study Guide for Arthur Green's Essay: Transforming the Aleph 
2/6/97 

Ary eh Rubin, who has been a guest at several CIJE Board Meetings at the invitation of board 
member Matthew Maryles, was impressed by Arthur Green's Board Seminar in November 1995 
and enthusiastic about dissemination possibilities. He thought the published essay (Fall 1996) 
was very strong and wanted to fund CIJE to create a study guide to the essay, specifically for 
rabbis to work with their congregants on the powerful ideas raised by Green in the areas of 
prayer, theology and spirituality. Rubin would like to send the essay and guide to every rabbi in 
the country. 

Creation and Funding: 

CIJE agreed in principle to orchestrate both the creation of the study guide and its distribution 
provided that: 

a. The project, staff time, and office overhead were funded entirely by Aryeh Rubin's family 
foundation; and 

b. The essay was distributed by the foundation or independently through Rubin's auspices. 

I have attached both the budget created for Rubin and the letter with his initial down payment. 
(Note that should Rubin decide to expand the scope of the project in any fashion, he will pay for 
expenses incurred.) 

A Wexner fellow and Brandeis graduate student, Valerie Sandler, has been working with Arthur 
Green on the guide, with input from Joseph Reimer and Susan Shevitz. Barry Holtz has been the 
curriculum resource and Nessa Rapoport has been the editorial resource and project coordinator. 

Current Status: 

We now have a draft for review by CIJE. Barry and Nessa will be meeting next week to discuss 
the draft, which will be sent, when approved, to Aryeh Rubin. The recently received down 
payment for $5000 covers all work undertaken so far. 
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To: Nessa Rapaport and Barry Holtz . 
CIJE 
February 12, 1997 
Fax Number: (212) 532-2646 
From: Valerie Sandler 

(617)861-~ 
. /J...,1+ f 

Dear Nessa and ~;'ry, 

FAX NO. 617861 1248 

Here is the next version of the study guide and introduction to the 
guide. As we discussed, Nessa, the changes you mentioned on the phone are 
all incorporated here, with the exception of the four questions we have for 
Art Green. I'll touch base with him after l hear from you again. 

Nice talking to you today, and all the best 

-Valerie 

P. l 



TO: Valerie Sandler, INTERNET:sandler@binah.cc.brandeis.edu 

Re: Ongoing 

Hi, Valerie. I have finished editing the piece and need only type out the "master questions" for 
you to address with Art. I hope to do that very shortly (like tomorrow). I'll let you know when to 
expect these revisions. In the meantime, you should begin to look into getting me a disc, 
because once you type in the changes I've completed and have met with Art one last time, it's 
probably over to us. (At which point, by the way, you can send me a formal bill.) 

Thanks, 

Nessa 



February 25, 1997 

Dear Valerie: 

Attached is my edited version of your work. Please incorporate these changes 
into your disc before you send it to me. (I work in pencil and should have 
asked you to add more space between lines; read slowly!) 

What follows are my questions to you--and two questions for Art to think 
about with you. (The latter are a result of my meeting with Barry.) 

The Summary 
Editorial questions: 

P. 1, third para.: I didn't know what "Like seekers of other religions, we have 
a Jewish language with which to cultivate our inner selves" meant. Seekers of 
other religions don't have a Jewish language. 

P. 2, 1. 4: I didn't know what "the tradition of knowledge" referred to. 

P. 2, 1. 6: This language seems strong: "Judaism must respond ... " 

P. 2, second para. Note my reservations about the wording here. 

P. 3: The bibliography needs more infom1ation in order to be useful, 
particularly the publisher and date of publication. 

Question for discussion with Art: 

If this study guide is primarily for pulpit rabbis, its readers will be synagogue 
Jews, not seekers "outside the system." What is the relationship between the 
themes and thesis of this essay and the role of the synagogue and synagogue 
prayer in most American Jews' lives? How can both the summary and the 
questions challenge synagogue Jews about their experience of prayer in that 
context? 

We feel this subject also requires a specific question, probably in the last 
section, "Growing Religiously," before the Shabbat suggestions. That is, we 



want to provide readers with a question that helps people think about their 
prayer life in synagogues--which is where formal prayer takes place for most 
American Jews. Perhaps Art could comment on the relationship between what 
happens--and is meant to happen or could happen! --in synagogues and the 
kind of prayer life some seekers are developing, or the "informal" or 
spontaneous experiences described at the bottom of p. 7. 

Bibliography: 

When I read the bibliography, I felt it needed a greater balance of 
contemporary thinking and experience (and women's voices). Barry gave me a 
brief bibliography he uses for a "personal journeys" course he teaches at the 
Seminary. As he notes in his handwriting, there are others that could be added 
as well. · 

Please ask Art whether he feels there could be a supplemental bibliography 
with a theme such as "personal journeys''; or whether he can expand the one 
he has provided here. 

The Study Guide: 
Editorial Questions: 
I have included these in the margins of the text. 

Question for discussion with Art: 
See our comments above re a question about prayer life in the synagogue. 

*** 
Thank you for a splendid job in incorporating the changes I proposed in our 
phone call. Feel free to use this letter in your conversation with Art, if you 
think it would be helpful. 

Let me know your schedule for this last step. When you have sent me your 
next version, I will send it to Aryeh Rubin, the funder, to move onto the next 
stage of the project. 

Best, 

Nessa Rapoport 

2 



TO: Aryeh Rubin, 76162,3122 

Re: Re: Outcomes 

Aryeh, here's a direct answer to your e-mail! Valerie Sandler is the Wexner student at 
Brandeis who is composing the study guide with Art Green. I have done my final editing; as 
you can see, she is meeting with him for the last questions I raised--and then, finally, you can 
see what we've been up to. 

Happy Adar. 

Nessa 

Sarna, Green on their way. 

---------- Forwarded Message----------

From: INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU, 
INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
TO: Nessa Rapoport, 74671,3370 
DATE: 3/11/97 10:22 AM 

RE: Re: Outcomes 

Sender: SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
Received: from binah.cc.brandeis.edu (binah.cc.brandeis.edu [129.64.1.3]) by 
hil-img-3.compuserve.com (8.6.1 0/5.950515) 

id KAA29359; Tue, 11 Mar 1997 10: 15:34 -0500 
From: <SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
Received : from BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU by BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
(PMDF V5.1-4 #17138) id <01 IGDFAJHEWGHV0YDE@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> for 
74671.3370@compuserve.com; Tue, 11 Mar 1997 10:15:27 EST 
Date: Tue, 11 Mar 1997 10: 15:27 -0500 (EST) 
Subject: Re: Outcomes 
To: 74671 .3370@compuserve.com 
Message-id: <01 IGDFAJHY76HV0YDE@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
X-VMS-To: IN%"74671.3370@compuserve.com" 
MIME-version: 1.0 
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII 

Dear Nessa, 
I met with Art yesterday, and we went over everything in your note, plus 
the additional point. I will try to make the changes this week and get disk 
and hard copy out to you in the next few days. Please note that regarding 
that additional point (the metaphor point) Art did not suggest a third 
metaphor, b/c the essay only suggests one other than the vertical. 

-valerie 



TO: Aryeh Rubin, aryehrubin 

Re: Greetings 

I'm literally waiting for two sentences from Art Green to tie one section together. Even if I don't 
get it, I'll fedex it to your office for delivery Thurs. afternoon unless you tell me otherwise by 
return e-mail. 

I'd love to see you next week. Pretty much out of commission Wed. and Thurs. , but otherwise 
I'm here. 

Nessa 



TO: Aryeh Rubin, 76162,3122 

Re: Art Green 

Just spoke to Art and called you, but you're still away. I did ask him your question about 
"bullet points" and giving readers more information, but I didn't ask him about the plan for 
action . Instead, I suggested to him that it made more sense for him to speak with you directly; 
I'm not sure I can represent your concerns well enough, and I had filed away my notes so 
carefully that I couldn't put my finger on them when he called today. 

So I gave him your office and home--and he'll call shortly. He's someone you should know in 
any case. I think he feels this particular project is complete in his mind, and that adding to it 
would turn it into something else. But you should speak to him one-on-one. 

Nessa 



FROM: INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU, 
INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
TO: Nessa Rapoport, 74671 ,3370 
DATE: 3/12/97 10:18 PM 

Re: Re: Outcomes 

Sender: SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
Received: from binah.cc.brandeis.edu (binah.cc.brandeis.edu [129.64.1.3]) by 
arl-img-3.compuserve.com (8.6.10/5.950515) 

id WAA04856; Wed, 12 Mar 1997 22:12:09 -0500 
From: <SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
Received : from BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU by BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
(PMDF V5.1-4 #17138) id <01 IGFIO23YEOHV244X@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> for 
74671 .3370@CompuServe.COM; Wed , 12 Mar 1997 22:11 :58 EST 
Date: Wed, 12 Mar 1997 22: 11 :58 -0500 (EST) 
Subject: Re: Outcomes 
To: 74671.3370@CompuServe.COM 
Message-id: <01 IGFIO2482AHV244X@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
X-VMS-To: IN%"74671.3370@CompuServe.COM" 
MIME-version: 1.0 
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII 

Nessa-
I'm pretty overwhelmed with papers th is week, but. I've managed to start 
on the changes for the study guide. You can expect to get it Tues. or 
Wed. of next week.--I just need to get a chance to get it finished. 
Thanks for your patience. 
-Valerie 



FROM: INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU, 
INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
TO: Nessa Rapoport, 74671 ,3370 
DATE: 3/17/97 4:58 PM 

Re: Re: Outcomes 

Sender: SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
Received: from binah.cc.brandeis.edu (binah.cc.brandeis.edu (129.64.1.3]) by 
arl-img-7.compuserve.com (8.6.10/5.950515) 

id QAA28357; Mon, 17 Mar 1997 16:45:18 -0500 
From: <SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
Received: from BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU by BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
(PMDF V5.1-4 #17138) id <011GLXOSAJKGHV493W@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> for 
7 4671.3370@compuserve.com; Mon, 17 Mar 1997 12:27:49 EST 
Date: Mon, 17 Mar 1997 12:27:49 -0500 (EST) 
Subject: Re: Outcomes 
To: 74671 .3370@compuserve.com 
Message-id: <01IGLXOSAT7MHV493W@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
X-VMS-To: IN%"74671.3370@compuserve.com" 
MIME-version: 1.0 
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII 

Dear Nessa, 
Well, my estimate wasn't SO far out. After a pretty bad cold and two 
papers are done (by TOMORROW!!) I should have the study guide to you 
on Thurs. of this week. B/c of the unexpected delay, I will fed-ex it 
to you so you get it Friday, hopefully in the earlier par tof the day. 
Sorry about this--my academic and internship schedules haven't been 
too pretty. 
-valerie 



TO: INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU, 
INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 

Re: Re: Outcomes 

Just keep me in the picture. And thanks for remembering the point I forgot! 

Nessa 



Attn: Nessa Rapoport 
Council for Initiatives in Jewish Education 
15 East 26th Street 
New York, NY 10010-1579 

Dear Nessa : 

77 Beaconwood Road 
Apt. 23 
Newton, MA 02161 

March 21, 1997 

Finally! Enclosed in this package is the next (final?) version of the 

study guide, an IBM disk, and an invoice. On the disk, you'll find four copies 

of both the study guide (listed under "restoring the aleph 2") and the 

introduction ("studyguide intro"). WordPerfect 6.1 should be able to read 

most of these formats, in particular WordPerfect 5.1 and RTF. I wasn't able to 

convert exactly to 6.1 because Brandeis does not "support" that particular 

software package. But the computer attendant assured me that 6.1 would be 

compatible with at least two of the four formats on the disk. By including 

more than one format, I figured you can choose what you want and trash the 

other copies. 

Three other things: first, as I mentioned in a recent e-mail, Art didn't 

feel there was more than one new metaphor suggested in the essay (beyond 

the vertical), so we didn't revise question 11 on the study guide in the way 

you suggested. Second, regarding the bibliography, I did not include the note 

that your book was out of print. I thought it would look odd next to the 

others--but I wasn't sure what you wanted. Finally, I put the "Ten Pathways 

Toward a New Shabbat" on the disk as well, after the study guide itself. I 

figured it might be easier for you this way than to have one piece of the study 

guide in another font. 

I look forward to hearing from you on how things are going! Take care, 

and please send my regards to Barry and to Gail Dorph, whom I met at the 

Wexner Institute in January. 

Sincerely, 

v~ 



FROM: INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU, 
INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
TO: Nessa Rapoport, 74671,3370 
DATE: 3/27/97 8:39 AM 

Re: Re: Congratulations! 

Sender: SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
Received: from binah.cc.brandeis.edu (binah.cc.brandeis.edu [129.64.1.3]) by 
hil-img-5.compuserve.com (8.6.10/5.950515) 

id IAA15291 ; Thu, 27 Mar 1997 08:33:14 -0500 
From: <SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
Received: from BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU by BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
(PMDF V5.1-5 #17138) id <01IGZ0W54CKGHV76VC@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> for 
74671.3370@CompuServe.COM; Wed, 26 Mar 1997 21 :20:06 EST 
Date: Wed, 26 Mar 1997 21 :20:06 -0500 (EST) 
Subject: Re: Congratulations! 
To: 74671.3370@CompuServe.COM 
Message-id: <01 IGZ0W54W6HV76VC@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
X-VMS-To: IN%"74671.3370@CompuServe.COM" 
MIME-version: 1.0 
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII 

Dear Nessa-
I'll try to talk to Art soon and give you a couple sentences regarding 
the "Shabbat connection." Until then (tomorrow or Fri, perhaps?) here 
is my  

Thanks for your kind letter--it made me feel great! 
-valerie 



TO: Valerie Sandler, INTERNET:sandler@binah.cc.brandeis.edu 
CC: Barry, 73321 , 1221 

Re: Congratulations! 

Although I have read this through only quickly--and once--it is a very different document from 
those first drafts--lucid and elegant. Good job! 

My only remaining editorial question in this first-over-lightly glance is that I think we need one 
or two sentences linking the Shabbat suggestions to the body of the study guide, or it's not 
quite clear why the Shabbat page is there: i.e., why begin with Shabbat (or even practice) 
rather than, say, meditation? What is the relationship between this approach to Shabbat and 
the message of the essay and study guide? Perhaps Art has already said something to you to 
illuminate this question. If you don't know, you can ask him for the sentences over the 
phone--and e-mail them to me. 

Next steps: I'm cc'ing Barry and will fax him a copy of the text tomorrow. I'm also going to send 
a copy to the funder at this point. 

I'll keep you informed. I'm also submitting the bi l as soon as you send me your social security 
number!. Well done, Valerie. 

Nessa 



FROM: INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU, 
INTERNET:SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU . 
TO: Nessa Rapoport, 74671,3370 
DATE: 4/2/97 1 :57 PM 

Re: Re:? 

Sender: SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
Received: from binah.cc.brandeis.edu (binah.cc.brandeis.edu [129.64.1 .3)) by 
hil-img-6.compuserve.com (8.6.10/5.950515) 

id NAA21561; Wed, 2 Apr 1997 13:05:01 -0500 
From: <SANDLER@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
Received: from BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU by BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU 
(PMDF V5.1-5 #17138) id <01IH794VXR80HVBE8R@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> for 
74671.3370@CompuServe.COM; Tue, 1 Apr 1997 18:42:51 EST 
Date: Tue, 01 Apr 1997 18:42:51 -0500 (EST) 
Subject: Re: ? 
to: 74671.3370@CompuServe.COM 
Message-id : <01 IH794VY0V6HVBE8R@BINAH.CC.BRANDEIS.EDU> 
X-VMS-To: IN%"74671.3370@CompuServe.COM" 
MIME-version: 1.0 
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII 

Hi Nessa. I did send the message last night but I guess it didn't get 
to you for some reason. Perhaps the storm made it tough. 

Art's suggestion is to add a question 14 to the guide that goes like th is: 
"Shabbat is a classic form of Jewish observance that relates to changing our 
mode of consciousness. It has about it some qualities of meditation or 
spiritual retreat. How do you observe Shabbat? Does your observance 
have some relationship to the values put forth in this essay?" 

And then, follow this with "Appended to this study guide are Dr. Green's 
"Ten Pathways ... " 

Hope this is useful, and that it arrives!! 

-valerie 
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FAX TRANSMISSION 

To: 

Fax#: 

David Sandler 

610-272-3616 

From: Nessa Rapoport 

Subject: Valerie's bio 

COMMENTS: 

CIJE 
15 E. 26 ST. 

NEW YORK , NY I 00 I 0- 1 579 
(2 I 2 ) 532-2360, EXT. I 7 

FAX: (2 I 2) 532-2646 

Date: 

Pages: 

May 28, 1997 

1, including this cover sheet. 

Thank you for your fax. As we are now at the end of the month, please be sure that Valerie faxes 
me a couple of biographical sentences as soon as possible, as I am fmalizing the text of the study 
guide. CIJE's fax is: (212) 532-2646. 

Again, thanks for being a bridge! 

Nessa Rapoport 
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BIOGRAPHICAL PROFILE 

VALERIE JOY SANDLER 

A Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Yale University and a Coca-Cola 

National Scholar, Valerie Joy Sandler is completing a three .. year 

double master's degree program in Judaic Studies at Brandeis 

University, where she is a Wechsner Fellow. The Pennsylvania native 

has taught Hebrew and Holocaust Studies to students of all ages and 

has helped to coordinate international summer programs at 

Yad Vashem in Israel. In keeping with her focus on curriculum 

development a nd family education, Miss Sandler will join the 

Providence (Rhode Island) Board of Jewish Education as an intern in 

the fall of 1997. 



April 2, 1997 

To: Aryeh Rubin 
By: Fedex 

Dear Aryeh: 

Here, at last, is the study guide. Its brevity does not represent the amount of 
work Art, Valerie, Barry, and I have put into it. 

I look forward to your reaction and to seeing you next week. As I said by e­
mail, late Monday is ideal. Leave me a message about the time by Monday 
am, and I'll meet you at the Princeton Club. 

Talk to you soon. 

Nessa Rapoport 



FROM: Aryeh Rubin, aryehrubin 
TO: Nessa Rapoport, 7 4671 ,3370 
DATE: 4/13/97 11 :23 AM 

Re: Art Green 

Hi 
Expecting and looking forward to his call. 

Wi ll send Drucker article and KSF brochure under separate cover. 

Enjoyed our sicha 
Best regards 
Aryeh 



FROM: Aryeh Rubin, aryehrubin 
TO: Nessa Rapoport, 74671 ,3370 
DATE: 4/20/97 11 : 12 AM 

Re: Greetings and a Happy Passover 

Greetings: Saturday night, April 19, 19.97 

We just wanted to wish you and yours a Happy Pesach. May our celebration of freedom bring 
us all closer to 

I am up in New York with the family for the entire yom tov. We are staying on the East Side 
and we can be reached at the following numbers: 

350 East 79th Street 
Apt 22A 
New York, NY 10021 
212 717-2297 
FAX:212 717-7838 

Cellular: Aryeh -917 865-7325 
Raquel-917 854-5466 

Best regards 

Aryeh, Raquel, Felissa, Angelica and Maya Rubin 



TO: Aryeh Rubin, 76162,3122 

Re: Are you counting? 

Just back from Pesach to your note and articles. Are you saying that I should now proceed as 
if this is the final text? Or would you like to call Art Green directly (617) 736-2971 (w) or (617) 
630-0896 (h)? I do not want to move forward until you are at peace (as much as you can 
constitutionally be) with this text, so let me know. (For' example, if someone levels the same 
critique you did after the piece is published, will you be annoyed that you didn't push your 
point of view--or can you live with it!) 

How did Manhattan feel to all of you? 

Nessa 



FROM: Aryeh Rubin, aryehrubin 
TO: Nessa Rapoport, 74671 ,3370 
DATE: 5/2/97 4:28 PM 

Re: Are you counting? 

Hi 
It felt like home, which it is. Manhattan felt great but a bit claustraphobic in the apt with 3 kids , 
wife and nanny. But I am ready; Raquel isn't but she's willing to give the suburbs a shot if I 
really want to uproot. Shrink thought that I would be restless wherever I am .. . so it may as 
well be where it's warm. 

I am leaving to a spa in Utah for a week, and I don't Want to slow it up, so let's proceed , and I 
will speak to Art Green at some other point I spoke to Yitz, and he seems willing but needs a 
push and a letter that I will attend to upon my return. 

Enjoyed your book, and it's being passed along. 

Am reachable by email and NY mobile 917 865-7325. 

Shabbat Shalom 
Aryeh 

P.s. Re Are you counting, I now have a watch that has sfeirat haomer. Honest. 



5/14/97 

Restoring the Aleph: Study Guide 

Authors: AG + vs on cover; on inside front cover; on title page; or as footnote to summary; or as 
italics intro. to summary: BWH; K.AB; AR. Or no author. 

Funder: Inside front cover? 

CIJE's Role: Para. on CIJE on inside front cover--or not? 
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TO: Aryeh Rubin, 76162,3122 

Re: Higiya Ha-zman 

I'm about to get a prototype of the study guide from the designer and will send you a copy late 
next week--if you tell me where you'll be (I know your style!). 

Now you need to decide what you want to say on the inside front cover ( or back, if you prefer) 
about yourself/ your foundation , if anything, and to begin to think seriously about your cover 
letter. If you want to get this in the hands of pulpit rabbis, we have advantage this year of 
October chagim--but they're around the corner, from a publishing point-of-view. 

I will work with you on the text of the cover letter, although your letter to parents on Jewish 
education proves you need no help from me. 

So: 

The sponsorship and acknowledgment of it. 
The cover letter--and under whose aegis. 
The audience: pulpit rabbis? All? Some? See AB Data's or RC Direct's lists for what's 
possible. 

Looking forward to the next stage. 



FROM: Aryeh Rubin, aryehrubin 
TO: Nessa Rapoport, 74671,3370 
DATE: 5/27/97 7:34 AM 

Re: . Higiya Ha-zman 

Hi, 

Let's talk in the next day or two. In the interim, please forward/fax listings of rabbis. 

Best regards 
Aryeh 



FAX TRANSMISSION 

To: 

Fax#: 

AryehRubin 

305-692-8883 

From: Nessa Rapoport 

Subject: Rabbis' listings 

COMMENTS: 

Dear Aryeh, 

CIJE 
I 5 EAST 26TH STREET 

NEW YORK, NY I 00 I 0 
(2 I 2 > 532-2360 

FAX: (2 I 2 ) 532-2646 

Date: 

Pages: 

May 27, 1997 

3, including this cover sheet. 

Here are the rabbis' listings from the two Jewish direct mail services. 

I'm in the office Wednesday (10 am - 12 pm; 1 :30 - 4); and Thursday (10 am - 12 pm). Please let me know 
e-mail or fax what time is best. 

Nessa Rapoport 
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OHGHillZHTIOilHL /PHOfESSIOilHL LISTS 
LIST NAME & DESCRIPTION Q UANTITY PRICE 

Jewish Schools 2,515 $ t 25 Flat 
A comprehensive listing of Jewish schools, including day schools, supplementary 
schools and congregational Hebrew schools. 

Jewish Stockbrokers 30,000 $ t 25/ M 
Home addresses of professionals registered throughout the U.S. by the NASD to 
sell securities. Jewish surname select. 

Mensa Members - Jewish 2,800 $100/M 
Members of this organizat ion for people who score in the top 2% on standardized 
1.Q. tests. 

National Assoc. of Jewish Professionals 48,250 $95/M•FR:$75/M 
Members of NAJP, an organization whose mission is to inform, educate and unite 
Jewish professionals th rough newsletters, meetings and mailings. Doctors, law­
yers, accountants and mo~e. 

Professors of Jewish Studies I ,299 $ 125 Flat 
A compi lation of professors who teach Jewish stud ies on the un iversity level. 

Gbbls and Cantors 4 , t 26 $45/M 
n extensive listing of Rabbis and Cantors from all four major streams of Judaism. 

Can be selected by affi liation, Rabbinic organization membersh ip or primary job. 

RC DI RECT IO C 

Synagogues 2,618 $125/Flat 
A compilation of Synagogues from all major streams of Judaism. Can be selected 
by affiliation at no extra charge. 477 foreign Synagogues are available as well. 

Zeta Beta Tau Alumni 55,737 $70/M 
Members of this largely Jewish, 90 year old fraternity. 

Rabbis and Cdntors 
Orthodox I , 586 
Conservative 1,025 
Reform 1,359 
Reconstructionisr 156 
Foreign 452 
Canadian 154 

Jewish Schools 
Day Schools, USA 
Day Schools, Canada 
Supplementary, USA 
Supplemenrary, Canada 

633 
63 

2.058 
100 

Synagogues 
Orthodox 
Conservative 
Reform 

, . /80 
745 
817 

Reconstructionist 33 
Traditional 
Independent 
Canadian 
Foreign 

49 
88 
Ill 
365 
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UNIVERSE PRICE/M* CATEGORIES 

Politically Conservative Jewish Donors 10,414 $75 D,K 
This un ique list "'ill reach a select group that has not been adequate!~, marketed umil now. T hese 
individua ls give to a variety of consef\ aun: causes and are we ll -educated, afllucnt and concerned about 
government and the economy. 

Present Tense Magazine 10,000 $70 J 
Presem Tense, the fami ly magazine of world J ew1sh affai rs, is a publication which anracts an extraurdinaf\· 
upscale audience. Subscribers are mdi,·iduals with income and educational levels we ll abo\'(~ the national 
average. The average un it of sale is S 12.00. T hi s magazine was published by the America n J cwish 
Commiuee, bu t is no longer in publication. 

Progressive Jewish Subscribers 10,985 $75 or Ex 
Jewish subscribers lO progressive publications. Liberal, social ly conscious individuals with a strong 
concern fo r the welfare of the state of Israel. 

J,K,M 

Prospective Jewish Donors 43,250 $60 D 
Individual· recognized as likely conrriblllors to Jewish direct mail a ppeals. T hese prospective donors were 
identified by their friends who responded 10 Cundraising appeals for J ewish causes. Age and income 
selects are available. 

Prospective Jewish Voters 464,996 $65 D,K,N 
T he largest list arn ilable of prospective, unregistered J ewish Voters. T his list can be used for voter 
registration drives and is selectable bv stale, SCF and ZI P code. The list is phone appended and phone 
numbers are available for a n addiuonal S20/ M. 

Public Interest Database - Jewish Select 106 ,579 $95 
T hese individuals are liberal Jewish donors who support variom causes and candidates. Thev are 
interested, involved and committed donors. 

K 

Rabbis and Cantors 5,446 $60 C,E 
A comprehensive list of Rabbis and Cantors m the U.S. and Canada. LL was compiled from roster and 
directories of orda ining and affiliaung organi7.auons . 

This list is comprised of Rabbis a nd Camor ' who se rve as leaders in their communi ties. T hev are well­
educated and mamtain high profiles. Rabbis and Canto rs affili ated with the Orthodox, Conse rvati\'e and 
Reform mo,·ements are identifi ed, as are those who are acti,·ely mvolved with B'nai B'ri Lh Hille l 
foundations on college campuses or who are unaffiliated. T he list also specifies if the ir funct ion 1s pulpit, 
o rganizauonal, chapla incy, educauonal or other. 

Raoul Wallenberg Committee 15,225 $90 or Ex 8 
Raoul \i\'allenbe rg, a low level Swedish diplomat during vVorld War II, risked his life Lo save tens of 
thousands of Jews from murder at the hands of the Ge rmans. After the War, he was arrested by the KGB 
as a spy, ne,·er to be seen again. Donors to this orgamzaLion are committed to the perpetuation of l11S 
memorv and efforts to reveal his whereabouts . 

Registered Jewish Voters 575,905 $65 D,K,N 
The largest list available of J ewish registered voters from th roughout the L'nned States. This li st ca n be 
used fo r ,·oter persuasion, campaigning and firndraising. T his list 1s selectable by state, SCF and 7.1 P 
code. [L 1s phone appended and available fo r an additional S20/M . 



FROM: Aryeh Rubin , aryehrubin 
TO: Nessa Rapoport, 7 4671,3370 
DATE: 5/28/97 10:21 AM 

Re: Telephone appointment 

Dear Nessa: 

Tomorrow morning 10:30-11 :00 is good for me if it's good for you. I have spoken to Yitz about 
doing under his aegis, and he sti ll says yes, but.. I need to nail him and Steinhardt down. 

Should we be sending this to cantors? 

Should we be sending this to orthodox rabbis? Will the fallout be worth the possible 
enlightenment? 

I am thinking about what I am going to ssay/ 

Best regards 

Aryeh 



May 29, 1997 

AryehRubin 
The Maot Group 
3300 NE 191 St./ Ste. 2018 
Aventura, Fla. 33180 

Dear Aryeh: 

Here are the page proofs of the study guide and a proof of the cover. Still 
missing: complete information about publishers for the list of books on p. 3; 
some biographical sentences on both Art and Valerie for the inside back 
cover; final read by Art Green (I'm sending him a copy.) 

I'll call you Wednesday or Thursday afternoon. (Which is best?) 

Nessa Rapoport 
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610-630-5115 NORRISTOWN HS 217 P02 JUN 02 '97 13 : 09 

DATE : June 2 , 1997 

TO: Dr . Nessa Rappaport 

FROM: Dr . Irena Sandler 
Mother of Va lerie Sandler 

REi Two Minor Correc t ~ons to Bi ographi cal Data 

As indicated in a telephone message sent to your offi ce a t 1 : 30 p.m. t oday, 
kindly make the following adjustments to Vale~ie'e biography : 

In t he f i rst paragraph, please change the word "double" (ref erri ng t o 
the double master's degree program.) to "joint" (joint master ' s degree, etc . ) . 

Also , please adj ust tbe sentence concerning her pl ans for t he fal l by chang i ng 
the words ' ' family education" to read "adult education. " 

That sentence should now read" "In keeping with her focus on curriculum and 
adult educat i on," etc. 

Thank you for your continuing support of our daughter. She -- and we - - are 
truly grateful. 



FAX TRANSMISSION 

To: 

Fax#: 

Liz Sheehan 

255-3699 

From: Nessa Rapoport 

Subject: Art Green conections 

COMMENTS: 

CIJE 
I 5 E. 26 ST. 

NEW YORK, NY I 00 I 0 - 1 579 
(2 I 2 ) 532-2360, EXT. I 7 

FAX: (2 I 2 ) 532-2646 

Date: June 10, 1997 

Pages: 3' , including this cover sheet . 

For the bios, I decided to reprint all of Art Green's bio. Please correct the one embarrassing 
mistake on the fifth line from the bottom and add the word "recent" before the words "most 
scholarly work." Also, change the title to "About the Authors." You may need to bring down the 
type face a point to fit in Valerie Sandler's sentences, which I've attached on this fax. 

Also attached are Chava's additions to the bibliography. 

Many thanks--and looking forward to seeing the next version! 

Nessa Rapoport 



Restoring the Aleph: Judaism for the Contemporary Seeker 

A. Judaism and Spirituality 

1. Martin Buber, Hasidism and Modem Man 
International, hr~/988). 

!~J~ 
(Atlantic Highlands, NJ: Humanities Press 

2. Arthur Green and Barry W. Holtz, Your Word Is Fire: The Hasidic Masters on 
Contemplative Prayer (Woodstock, VT: Jewish Lights, 1993). 

3. Arthur Green, Seek My Face, Speak My Name: A Contemporary Jewish Theology 
(Northvale, NJ: Jason Aronson, Inc., 1992). 

4. Abraham Joshua Hesch el, God in Search of Man: A Philosophy of Judaism (New York, 
NY: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, Inc., 1976). 

5. Abraham Joshua Heschel, The Sabbath (New York, NY: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 
Inc., 1976). 

6. Lawrence Kushner, The River of Light: Spirituality, Judaism, Consciousness 
(Woodstock, VT: Jewish Lights, 1990). 

B. Some Jewish Personal Journeys 

1. Paul Cowan, An Orphan in History: Retrieving a Jewish Legacy (New York, NY: 
William Morrow and Co., Inc., 1996). 

2. Rodger Kamenetz, The Jew in the Lotus: A Poet's Rediscovery of Jewish Identity in 
Buddhist India (San Francisco, CA: Harper San Francisco, 1994). 

3. Julius Lester, Lovesong: Becoming a Jew (New York, NY: Arcade Publishing, Inc., 
1995). 

4. Vanessa Ochs, Words on Fire: One Woman's Journey into the Sacred (San Diego, CA: 
Harcourt Brace and Co., 1992). 

5. Nessa Rapoport, Preparing for Sabbath (New York, NY: William Morrow and Co., 
1981). 

6. Anne Roiphe, Generation@ thoutMemory (Linden Press, 1981) 

7. Anne Roiphe, Lovingkindness (New York, NY: Warner Books, Inc., 1989) 

8. Israel Scheffler, Teachers of My Youth: An American Jewish Experience (Norwell, MA: 
Kluwer Academic Publishers, 1995). 

.., 



Restoring the Aleph: Judaism for the Contemporary Seeker 

A. Judaism and Spirituality 

1. Martin Buber, Hasidism and Modern Man (Atlantic Highlands, NJ: Humanities Press 
. International, 1988). 

2. Arthur Green and Barry W. Holtz, Your Word Is Fire: The Hasidic Masters on 
Contemplative Prayer (Woodstock, VT: Jewish Lights, 1993). 

3. Arthur Green, Seek My Face, Speak My Name: A Contemporary Jewish Theology 
(Northvale, NJ: Jason Aronson, 1992). 

4. Abraham Joshua Heschel, God in Search of Man: A Philosophy of Judaism (New York: 
Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1976). 

5. Abraham Joshua Heschel, The Sabbath (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1976). 

6. Lawrence Kushner, The River of Light: Spirituality, Judaism, Consciousness 
(Woodstock, VT: Jewish Lights, 1990). 

B. Some Jewish Personal Journeys 

1. Paul Cowan, An Orphan in History: Retrieving a Jewish Legacy (New York: William 
Morrow and Co., 1996). 

2. Rodger Kamenetz, The Jew in the Lotus: A Poet's Rediscovery of Jewish Identity in 
Buddhist India (San Francisco: Harper San Francisco, 1994). 

3. Julius Lester, Lovesong: Becoming a Jew (New York: Arcade Publishing, 199 5). 

4. Vanessa Ochs, Words on Fire: One Woman's Journey into the Sacred (San Diego: 
Harcourt Brace and Co., 1992). 

5. Nessa Rapoport, Preparing/or Sabbath (New York: William Morrow and Co., 1981). 

6. Anne Roiphe, Generation Without Memory (New York: Linden Press, 1981). 

7. Anne Roiphe, Lovingkindness (New York: Warner Books, 1989). 

8. Israel Scheffler, Teachers of My Youth: An American Jewish Experience (Norwell, MA: 
Kluwer Academic Publishers, 1995). 



FAX TRANSMISSION 

To: 

Fax#: 

Dr. Irena Sandler 

610-630-5115 

From: Nessa Rapoport 

Subject: Valerie Sandler bio 

COMMENTS: 

CIJE 
15 E. 26 ST. 

NEW YORK, NY I 00 I 0 - 1 579 
(2 I 2) 532-2360, EXT. I 7 

FAX: (2 I 2 ) 532-2646 

Date: 

Pages: 

June 10, 1997 

2, including this cover sheet. 

Thanks for being so conscientious--and don't apologize! I am a mother, too, and I would do the 
same for my daughter. 

Attached is my distillation of Valerie's sentences. I think this paragraph presents her in the most 
professional light. Please fax/send it to her immediately to be sure she is comfortable with it. 
(This bio will appear on the inside back cover beneath Art Green's bio.) 

Also, do let her know that I spoke with Art about how to credit her work, and he chose to list her 
as co-author on the cover and title page. ("Arthur Green and Valerie Sandler") I think she'll be 
pleased. 

Best wishes to all. 

Nessa Rapoport 



Valerie Sandler graduated from Yale University and received a double M.A. in Jewish 

studies and Jewish communal service from Brandeis University. She has been a Coca­

Cola National Scholar and a Wexner Fellow. In 1977 she joined the Providence Bureau of 

Jewish Education, where her work focuses on curriculum development and adult 

education. 
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610-630-5115 NORR ISTOWN HS 279 P02 J UN 11 ' 97 08 : 07 

DATE: Junelt , 1997 

TO: Dr. Nessa Rapoport, CIJE 

FROM: Irena Sandler 

SUBJECT: Valerie's Bio 

It was comforting to receive your "mom-to-mom" fax and the effective distillation of Valerie's 
bio. I only wish I were in Jerusalem to see her face when she learns of her co-authorship with 
Art Green. How she worships himt · 

We will fax the copy to Valerie at once, but iri truth the only possible adjustment I saw was in the 
year of her joining the Providence Bureau of Jewish Education. It reads "1977" instead of "1997.1' 

Otherwise, it was pe:rfectl Thanks again. 

By the way, I feel like I'm getting to know you. Have a wonderful summer! 



June 18, 1997 

Art Green 
324 Ward St. 
Newton Center, MA 02159 

Dear Art: 

Welcome back. I wanted to send you the enclosed page proofs of the study 
guide to be sure everything is as it should be. (Both my assistant and I have 
reviewed them several times, but the eye of the author is always more 

~ reliable.) 

It was very gratifying to be able to reprint and correct your bio. That mistake 
has irked me continually. You may, however, want to update the text, if the 
two forthcoming vo1umes you mention will be published by September 
(which is when I expect this guide to be distributed). 

Please look over these pages as soon as you can. If you have corrections, you 
can leave them for me on my voicemail at (212)532-2360, x l 7; call them in in 
person to Chava Werber, my assistant, at xl0, or fax them to me at (212)532-
2646. 

Aryeh Rubin is now working out to whom he wishes to send the guide and 
under whose auspices. I have encouraged him to call you and hope he will do 
so. 

Looking forward to studying with you next weekend. 

Warm regards to Kathy. 

Nessa Rapoport 



FROM: Aryeh Rubin , aryehrubin 
TO: Nessa Rapoport, 7 4671,3370 
DATE: 6/26/971:47 PM 

Re: Restoring the Aleph 

Dera Nessa: 

I have started the process of outlining my message, and will make a final decision of whether I 
want to take a public stance very shortly. I have tried Yitz several times but have not received 
a return phone call . I will try again soon. 

I will be in New York from July 6 for several days. Will you be around? 

Best regards 

Aryeh 



FROM: Aryeh Rubin , aryehrubin 
TO: Nessa Rapoport, 7 4671 ,3370 
DATE: 6/30/97 10: 14 AM 

Re: Aleph/Greenberg 

Dear Nessa; 

I spoke to Yitz on Friday and he indicated that he was in but still needed to convince 
Steinhardt. We didn't talk long, and we expect to discuss details soon. 

Best rgeards 
Aryeh 



-
MEMO 

uru~t-

To: CIJE Staff 

From: Nessa Rapoport 

Subject: Study Guide to "Transfo1ming the Aleph" 

Date: June 30, 1997 

Attached is the text of the Study Guide to Art Green's Transforming the Aleph. Funded by Aryeh 
Rubin, it will be distributed--with the essay--to rabbis at the end of the summer. (We are 
currently finalizing the details.) 

At a recent staff meeting we agreed that this might be a useful tool in planning the rabbinic 
retreat under discussion for the fall. 

Attached is a copy of the page proofs. 



TO: Aryeh Rubin, aryehrubin 

Re: Aleph/Greenberg 

Welcome back and thanks for your messages. (I was about to write to you.) 

Where we are: I am finishing my final proof-reading today. Art Green just called in his final 
(very minor) changes. I hope to have the additional figures you requested (colored envelopes; 
postage) by next week. 

I await word on the inside front cover and your preferred sponsorship/acknowledgment. Then 
we must decide on lists, letter, and timetable. 

Art Green would be delighted to talk to you and asks that you feel free to call him at home in 
the evening. 617-630-0896. 

Yes, I'll be around next week. Give me a call. 

Nessa 



TO: Aryeh Rubin, 76162,3122 

Re: Your logo 

Does your foundation have a formal name and logo? I realize that the designer replicated our 
logo on the study guide, but it should have been yours. I know you're mulling over your 
decision about how to acknowledge your gift and role. In the meantime, if you have a logo and 
have it on disc, make sure I get it so that I can make the substitution--if that's what you decide. 
(And I think it should be!) 

Nessa 



FROM: Aryeh Rubin , aryehrubin 
TO: Nessa Rapoport, 74671 ,3370 
DATE: 7/3/97 9:50 AM 

Re: Your logo 

Hi 
We had one designed but didn't put it into use. I will look to see whether I can locate it after 
our move. I am working out my message and role. You are forcing me to deal with alot of 
issues that I have been wrestling with over the last couple of years if not my whole adult life. 

I will call Art Green over the weekend. 

Best regards 

Aryeh 



TO: Aryeh Rubin, aryehrubin 

Re: Your logo 

About your contending with issues over a lifetime: Well, you know that publishing is not "just 
words," as some people think! 

I'm glad you're calling Art. I did mention to him your own inner debate about mailing to the 
Orthodox. He said that in his view only members of the RCA might be receptive. I think the risk 
isn't worth the possible gain, given the terrible climate of the entire community--worse than 
when we began this project 8-9 months ago. But we can talk about this next week. Do you 
want to make an appointment? 

By all means, locate and bring the logo, as well as your mission statement. 

Nessa 



MEMO 
To: 
From: 

Subject: 

Date: 

Alan CC: Karen 

Nessa Rapoport 

Art Green Study Guide 

July 2, 1997 

Hi, Alan. Sure enough, your instincts have not deserted you. Karen and I had a substantive 
conversation today about the study guide. We will remove the CIJE logo from the cover and 
inside front page of the guide. Aryeh Rubin's cover letter should indicate that he initiated the 
guide and that it is being mailed under the auspices of his foundation. I will also encourage him 
to put his foundation1s name and logo on the guide. 

Karen very much wants you to read the guide itself at this point, and so I am including a copy of 
it in your fedex packet going out today. (The corrections are A.it's changes.) 

Sorry I missed your call. Felice came into town today and said Ayclct looked so beautiful at the 
graduation. Hard to believe "shehigiyanu la-zrnan hazeh.11 
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FAX TRANSMISSION 

To: 

Fax#: 

AryehRubin 

396-2195 

From: Nessa Rapoport 

CIJE 
15 E. 26 ST. 

NEW YORK, NY I 00 I 0· 1579 
(21 2) 532-2360, EXT. 408 

FAX: (2 I 2) 532-2646 

Date: 

Pages: 

Subject: The never-ending conversation 

COMMENTS: 

July 10, 1997 

4, including this cover sheet. 

Well, we can always publish our voluminous correspondence .. .. 

Here's the info you asked for--at last. The best time to set up that call on Monday July 21 would 
be 11 am, since I know I have a meeting with Karen at that time--so I can guarantee the slot. But 
I'll talk to you Monday about that and other matters. 

Whoever said that God is in the details was certainly right when it comes to publishing. 

Nessa 

Have a good Shabbat, both of you. 



FROM: Gail Dorph, 73321, 1217 
TO: nessa, 74671 ,3370 
DATE: 7/10/97 5:15 AM 

Re: re: study guide 

I'm really sorry that I had not had time to respond before and I couldn't read and talk. Here's 
what I think educationally speaking. The questions themselves could be better framed so that 
they could take people through a process of understanding what green says, to more 
analytically framed questions, to personal approaches and responses. first and third are the 
most prevalent and are in the case of the third often framed in a "leading" as opposed to open 
way. 

in every case, it might have been important to include alternative kinds of questions, that 
leader could have chosen from. 

for example, p. 9: 

can you describe a prayer experience that you found meaningful? was it a public or private 
prayer experience? 

how would you characterize your experiences of synagogue prayer? 

could you describe a particularly meaningful synagogue prayer experience, what made it 
meaningful? 

can you imagine how a synagogue prayer service might be meaningful to you? what might be 
some of its elements? 

have you ever engaged in private prayer or meditation? how was that like/different from 
public/synagogue prayer experiences in which you have participated? which did you find 
more meaningful? why? 

when I say leading I mean that there is a way in which the questions themselves feel as 
though they reflect a bias. 

with all that said , I'm not sure what good these comments are. feels like too little, too late. I 
could say more. that is, respond to ways I might frame and expand other questions. but it 
seems like a stupid thing to do now. 



TO: Gail Dorph, 73321 ,1217 

Re: re: study guide 

Gail: I can't tell you how much I appreciate your taking time to even read, let alone comment. 
Far beyond any expectations. It's not a case of "too little, too late." It's a case of "too little 
clarity from the beginning." 

It did not occur to me to elicit comments from you at a point where I could have used them, 
because the whole point of Barry's being the "yoetz" is that he is a curriculum expert who has 
also thought a lot about prayer. He stands behind this guide in its limited ambition--and I stand 
behind him! I have already learned from your e-mail what questions I might have asked, but 
the issues you raise would not occur to an editor. They are indeed "inside" education. 

As for the larger context of the discussion, I will talk to you when I see you. 

To the business at hand: 

I am trying to set up the photograph of Sharon and of the group. (I'm assuming Bob Sherman 
is not attending .) I'm sorry to say that it does take time to set up these shoots properly. On the 
one hand, I know how tight your schedule is; on the other, I have a deadline and I simply have 
to get these photos taken. I believe that Zion (the photographer) wi ll be in Jerusalem on July 
16 and 17. And I think the 16th might be a tiyyul. He's shooting photos for Wexner but thinks 
he may have time to slip away. All of this has been complicated by his leaving before the 
designer and I could speak. 

SO: Now I need to call him in Israel and try to set th is up. 

He may be in Jerusalem on the 14th and 15th, but I'm not sure. In any case, I want to give you 
time for the group to jell before I intrude with my photos! Perhaps we could get the group 
outside at lunch time, for example. And Sharon at the same time. 

THEREFORE: Could you look at your schedule on, let's say, the 15, 16 and 17 and give me 
time slots when it is most realistic for him to come? The designer would like the people against 
an interesting background, so Zion may need to take them just outside the building, although I 
recall a car lot and other not-very-interesting backdrops. He's a pro and I'm sure he'll do it as 
quickly as he can . Give me your top choices on those days (lunch hours?) and some 
alternates, and I'll do my best. 

I may try to reach you tonight by phone as well. 

Nessa 



~ iii. : Vl)rtp no ·,rcrk -
Art Green Study Guide: Next Steps 

7/22/97 

Arydi. 
--Yitz's introduction: Discuss with Aryeh; Yitz. - Ed )tld . [MPlt Grty. 

-- Create test-market letter after talking to Aryeh; send to Yitz. -Yi+z. . @ -nefirc. IMC J(/)r /I- u1.J 

-Uc w.,,., r1.s!Jhf. 
{Eumbers to Yitz) 0'Jt o.bJ.u , If 11~ "JJJ; w(I/ hf~ rr th~~h. -IF c.hy,JLJ n(eJcJ1 Arye~ ...,YlP 7vaful'I 

Ue J.11JJc~ 1(. AdJrb,11,I JvJ_yd. Jo-.is-tt. fy ~ Orth~J,x. 

-- Find and enter new bibliographical titles((Kaplan; Buxbaum) ~ 

/2 ~ ~--,J:,-,z-SJi-ed--...J- (ut ~f f,/J-wt. 
-c- fmal copy of guide to Yitz; Aryeh. (Week of 7/29y ~ --iJ;U------
-- Logo: Yitz? Atyeh? Arydi : To -PX, 

-- Test mailing: See attached page. 

-- Envelopes and mailing: Aryeh/Yitz. 

-- Full mailing: 
-- Create letter for full mailing. JLN letterhead; signature? < .. He, n h) rd r. 

-- Under consideration: 
CCAR; RA; RCA; Reconstructionist rabbis. 
Hillel directors. 
Selected communal leaders. 
Foundations, both funders and professionals. 
Jewish professionals within federations. 

-- Target mailing date. -1.) I J n , M G'i. IS-

-- Publicity. ~rye~- tt. J f1tJt ~. nnort, J lfl-. 
W\i,t- ty pt af c,~ cr-:iye ~ 
h"cl> J,h. 

Ru!>,., 

/ 



Art Green Study Guide: Next Steps -- 7/23/97 
(after speaking with Aryeh on 7/22) 

-- Numbers to Yitz: Note explaining budget ofX; additional budget for beyond rabbis. 

-- Yitz's intro: Alyeh to contact Greg for editing. 

Art .:,Pfl" ~, 
-- Final copy of guide: CW to update bibliography + new titles. NR to input final changes and 
proof; Liz to input; copy to Aryeh, Yitz. NR to ask Liz Sheehan about cost of fo ld-out vs. adding 
4 pages. 

-- Test-marketing: 
-- Letter: NR to create for KAB; Aryeh; Yitz sign-off: Who to sign? On whose 

letterhead? Reply form? Mail with essay and guide. 
-- Addresses: How to get? 
-- Timing: When to mail? 

-- Logo: NR to discuss with Aryeh; Yitz. Send to Liz for final design. 

-- Envelopes and mailing: Aryeh and Yitz decision. 

-- Full mailing: 
-- Create letter for KAB, Aryeh, Yitz sign-off. JLN letterhead; Steinhardt/Rubin 

signature. 
-- Under consideration: 

CCAR; RA; RCA; Reconstructionist rabbis. 
Hillel directors. 
Selected communal leaders. 
Foundations, both funders and professionals. 
Jewish professionals within federations. 

--Target mailing date: November 15, pre-Chanukah. 

-- Publicity: Aryeh (J. Wk. , Forward, other PR+ Web site.) 



TO: Aryeh Rubin, 76162,3122 

Re: Mo'adim L'Simchah: Reminder 

Just a note to let you know that I do need to hear back from you and Yitz on decisions re our 
project by Monday Oct. 27--not only the strategic decision of who and how but such mundane 
matters as the inside front cover text for both institutions and logos. 

Late-breaking news: Seth just called Chava to let her know what you no doubt already know: 
that Yitz is in Israel and that they will get back to me no later than Wed.!Thurs. of next week, 
since Yitz returns on Mon. I am assuming that deadline includes a prior conversation between 
Yitz and you. 

Why am I pressing? You know better than most that it will take real time to finalize the text of 
the letter, complete the design, and print the guide in the numbers we want. Aleady, I'm 
speculating on a November design and printing time frame but a Jan. 5 mailing date, since to 
mail in December is risky, given Christmas and the U.S. Postal system. 

Nessa 



TO: Aryeh Rubin, 76162,3122 

Re: Keeping in touch 

Thanks for your message. I'll be in the office on Wednesday and then out until Monday. If 
there's anything dramatic I need to know, do leave me a voicemail message. Otherwise, let's 
talk on Monday. 

I can speak any time from 1 :30 to 4. Tell me what's best from you, and where you'll be 
(knowing you!), and I'll call. 

Given Yitz's schedule, please try to pin down answers to ALL the questions I raised, because 
it's the only way to move forward with any speed. 

All best, 

Nessa 
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T p; Nessa Rapoport 
F~ #: 212-532~2646 

Re: Bibliography 

qate: December I I , l 997 

ftages: l, induding this cover sheet. : ; . 
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12-22-1997 12:33PM FROM J EWISH LIFE NETWORK /JLN TO 5322646 P.01 
! . 

l 
i 
I ; To: , 
t 

Fax#~ 
Re· 
Da~e: j . ' 

Nessa Rapoport 
2 I 2ft532-2646 
Restoring the Aleph : 

December 22, 1997 

l 
i 
I 

i 

fAC~IMILE 

j ~ages:! . I , including this cover sheet. : 

· ,. ! { ~.) ~ ti\~ fin~ p~s of ;nrl riuation you n"l!ded from ~ for 11,J m;oling. I 
' . I ' ff . . . l . [ • 

• ', 
' , 

'. : i f rtz ~ f~ese ~ xts added t! ~e Restoring the Aleph studj' guide ~p. 9) and listed as·~oitows: 
. l I · · I [ · : · I .. I . . I 

· Some jfurther sources on Sh~~at: ; 
I : . ' 

Fromrp, E~ch. ''The Sabba~ Ritual," in The Forgotten Lan~ge. New York: llolt, 
Rineh~ and Winston, 1951} 1 

Greenber~, 'Blu. How to Ru~ a Traditional Jewish Household.~'Chapter 1) New y ork: 
Simo~-& Schuster, 1983. : . : · 

! l . 

Gree~~erg, Irving. The Jewish Way.(Chapter 5) New York: Silnon & Schuster, ~988. 
I ' 

Strasfeld, Michael et al. ~ Jewish Catalog.(3 volumes) Philadelphia: Jewish i 
Publieyation Society, 1973. . . · : 

f ~~~hr,.~ '11"·_ S~aso~ of'f:""Joy; Boston: .Beacon, 1991. I. . l . 
J · Jhe' ; : :c · tiori of JLN for ~e4ioring the Aleph should read as follows: . I · 
·; CHA~~rlm.kol yisrael/Jewis~ Life Network's mission· is to cr~te new institution~ and 

µtltia*ves -to enrich the inne~ life (religious, cultural, institutio~al) of American J~wry. 
The Foundation advances reiigious and cultural renewal-and infrti,tutionat transfoirnation 
th.rough entrepreneurial philanthropy and innovative partnerships. 

; : i 

jJ and!Yrtz would like the JLN logo to appear on the front and the (nside of the study guide 
cover\Gust as CIJE logos appe~on the Restoring the Aleph booklet). Please make su~ that 
the wnrds, "A Judy and Michael '.Steinhardt Foundation" appear be~eath the design. <pn the 
inside!cover, our address should be listed as: 6 East 39th St., IOth:R .• New Yori<, NYi 10016 
Tele~one: 212-279-2288 F~:'. 212-279-1155 Email: ckyjl!')@aoljcom : 

The 9pening letter shol.lld be ;eqited as follows: in the last sentenct of the second pa~graph 
91an~ th~ word "necessary")to ~needed". In the second senten~ of the fourth partgraph, it 
shoul~ read, "The essay both1cofirms views and 1 

challfges'values wrthin ever;? movement:" Finally, 
: :-l! the l~er ~l:1ould be signed Jonathan J. Greenberg, 

;Executive Director. ' 

. r Of cdurse; JJ and Yitz would ljke to preview ~he 
proofs prior to the final printing ·and mailing. 

•Let rrle kn¢w if there is anything else you need. 

.U:\USERS\CKY\YGll'AXliS\NliSSA!. vm, 

From thf desk of ... 
I ' 
t]ieth Btysk 

ASslstant to lhil President 
Jev.ish Ljfe Ne\wOfk 

302 Fifth Ave. 6th Floor 
New York~ NY 10018 

21~-279-2288 
Fax: 212-27~1155 

TOTAL P.01 



December 23, 1997 

Art Green 
324 Ward Street 
Newton Center, MA 02159 

Dear Art: 

As I indicated in my phone message, I have waited to send you the attached 
documents until I had as many final changes as possible--so that I wouldn't 
have to bother you in a piece-meal fashion! 

The only content change that is new is Yitz's desire to fill in the blank half of 
p. 9 in the guide with additional readings specifically about Shabbat. Please let 
me know if you are comfortable with his suggestions. 

The other materials are more technical, but I still want you to cast your eye on 
them . They include both the funder's cover memo and JLN's letter to be 
printed at the opening of the guide. 

As soon as you can, please give me your feedback/approval, either by phone 
message (212-532-2360, x17); or fax (212-532-2646). If you need to speak 
with me and don't find me in the office when you call, please leave me times 
that are good for you and I'll get back to you. I'm out of the office from the 
afternoon of Wednesday December 24 through Monday December 29 but will 
be in all day Tuesday December 30--and am otherwise available as needed. I 
will also check my messages. 

Happy Chanukah. 

Nessa Rapoport 



FAX TRANSMISSION 
CIJE 

15 E. 26 ST. 
NEW YORK, NY I 00 I 0 - 1 579 
(2 I 2) 532-2360, EXT. I 7 

FAX: (2 I 2) 532-2646 

CJ•s),i2-UtJ 
To: " Art Green, Aryeh Rubin, Yitz Date: 

Greenberg, J.J. Greenberg 

CC: Karen Barth Pages: 

From: Nessa Rapoport 

Subject: Final copy for Study Guide 

Attached are the final additions to the study guide. 

1. Aryeh Rubin's cover memo. 

December 23, 1997 

6, including this cover sheet. 

2. Text for the business-reply postcard, to be attached to Aryeh Rubin's memo. 

3. Text for letter signed by J.J. Greenberg, to be printed at beginning of study guide. 

4. Bibliography to be added on p. 9. 

5. Text of JLN description and address: 

CHAverlm kol yisrael/Jewish Life Network's mission is to create new institutions and initiatives 
to enrich the inner life (religious, cultural, institutional) of American Jewry. The foundation 
advances religious and cultural renewal and institutional transformation through entrepreneurial 
philanthropy and innovative partnerships. 

Address: 6 East 39th Street, 10th floor, New York, N.Y. 10016. Telephone: (212) 279-2288 Fax: 
(212) 279-1155 E-mail: ckyjln@aol.com. 

6. Logos: Logos of both JLN and Targum Shlishi will appear on the front cover, and on inside 
front cover if design allows (depending on where the text of the JLN letter is printed). JLN logo 
will have the words "A Judy and Michael Steinhardt Foundation" beneath it. 

7. Quote to be printed on mailing envelope: 

11 Above all, the need Judaism can answer is the spiritual one, a dimension of life that continues 
to have great and perhaps even increasing significance in American life. 11 

[from Restoring the Aleph: Judaism for the Contemporary Seeker by Arthur Green] 



What remains? 

1. Sign-off by Art on the documents he has not yet seen, particularly the bibliography. 

2. Aryeh Rubin's foundation's description. 

When I receive both of the above [by Tuesday December 30, if possible] and when I double­
check the dates/publishing citations of the Sabbath bibliography, I will give all these elements to 
the designer so that she can create the final version. 

Note: All parties will be sent those proofs for final oversight and sign-off before we go to press. 

Many thanks. 

Nessa 



T ARGUM SHUSHI, IN C . 

Dear Rabbi, [How to address Hillel directors?] 

Attached for your review is a copy of th~ essay Restoring the Aleph: Judaism for the 
Contempormy Seeker by Dr. Arthur Green, with an accompanying study guide. We 
would be pleased to send you additional copies of both the essay and guide for 
distribution to your congregants [Hillel students] for their own study. 

We believe that this essay will stimulate and challenge the reader and hope it will inspire 
a dialogue among rabbis, communal leaders and thoughtful seekers within all 
denominations. Perhaps the contents of this essay will also serve as a catalyst to 
individuals and their institutions to bring back those unaffiliated Jews who want a home 
within our people. Our creative energies need to be prodded to help us concoct the tonic 
that will begin the healing of a divided people. 

This program is sponsored by Targum Shlishi, Inc., through the offices of the Jewish Life 
Network. Please note J.J . Greenberg's introductory letter to the guide. In it, he 
states that while the sponsoring institutions and the individuals associated with them may 
not agree with every statement in the essay, all believe it is important to bring the essay's 
ideas to the synagogue community. 

If you think that some of your congregants would benefit from a study group using the 
attached materials, please complete the postage-paid reply card and drop it in the mail 
today. We look forward to your comments on how to make this and future programs 
resonate within your community. 

Sincerely, 

Aryeh Rubin 

AN ARYEH AND RAQUEL RUBIN FOUNDATION 



Restoring the Aleph: Judaism for the Contempora,y Seeker 
Jewish Life Network • Targum Shlishi, Inc. 

Yes, I would like to participate in this project with my congregants. 
Please send me ____ copies of the essay and study guide to the address listed below. 

(Maximum of 15 sets) 

Rabbi __________ __________________ _ 
First Last 

I\ Syn~jo9ve -~----------------- --- -----
Address ____________________________ _ 

City _ _____________ ST _____ ZIP _______ _ 

Tel _L__) __________ Fax _L_J ____ _____ _ 

Comments: _____________________ ______ _ 



Dear Reader: 

The distribution ofthis study guide and essay is a project of the Jewish Life Network (JLN), a 
Judy and Michael Steinhardt Foundation established to create new institutions and initiatives in 
order to enrich the religious, cultural and institutional life of American Jewry. 

Jewish Life Network is the result of a partnership between Michael Steinhardt, who defines 
himself as a seeking Jew deeply troubled by the erosion of Jewish life and especially committed 
to the continuity of non-Orthodox Jews in America through the generations; and Rabbi Yitz 
Greenberg, who defines himself as an Orthodox pluralist dedicated to the necessary renaissance 
of Jewish life. Both believe that intensive learning, cultural renewal and cooperation among all 
Jewish movements are needed to sustain Judaism and revitalize Jewish life. 

The study guide project is undertaken at the initiative and inspiration of Aryeh Rubin, a 
communal leader who has participated in the work of JLN and is committed to extending the 
interpretive tradition by bringing the work of contemporary scholars and thinkers to the North 
American Jewish community. 

Arthur Green's powerful essay, Restoring the Aleph: Judaism for the Contemporary Seeker, 
published by the Council for Initiatives in Jewish Education (CIJE), raises profound and 
provocative questions about how our community and theology might respond to the spiritual 
quest of Jews in these times. The essay both confirms views and challenges values within every 
movement. The study guide is particularly designed to be used by rabbis and/or interested 
congregants interested in grappling with issues of spirituality. 

This project is the first public mailing of JLN. Although the project's sponsors may not agree 
with specific statements within the essay, we hope that both the essay and study guide will foster 
a lively dialogue between rabbis and thoughtful seekers of the various denominations in Jewish 
life, as well as with secular Jews who may belong to none of these groups. 

Through this and future projects, JLN hopes to stimulate high-level learning and personal Jewish 
living among all Jews, and to help forge authentic bonds between Jews of different affiliations 
through study, shared values and personal growth. 

Jonathan J. Greenberg 
Executive Director 



[References to be checked for final citations.] 

SOME FURTHER SOURCES ON SHABBAT 

1. Erich Fromm, "The Sabbath Ritual," in The Forgotten Language (New York: Holt, Rinehart 
and Winston, 1951). 

2. Blu Greenberg, How to Run a Traditional Jewish Household, Chapter 1 (New York: Simon & 
Schuster, 1983). 

3. Irving Greenberg, The Jewish Way, Chapter 5 (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1988). 

4. Michael Strassfeld, et al, The Jewish Catalog I, II, III (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication 
Society, 1973). 

5. Arthur Waskow, Seasons of Our Joy (Boston: Beacon Press, 1991). 



MEMO 
To: 

From: 

Subject: 

Date: 

Aryeh Rubin; Yitz Greenberg; J.J. Greenberg 
CC: Art Green 

Nessa Rapoport 

Study Guide 

January 27, 1998 

Attached is the final pre-print version of the Study Guide, which incorporates all the 
changes you requested. Please read it with care; this is our last chance to catch any 
mistakes. (I hope there are none!) 

One small suggestion: In the second paragraph of J.J. 's letter, the te1m "Jewish life" 
occurs three times. I would prefer to amend the last line to "are necessary to sustain 
and revitalize Judaism" to avoid that repetition. 

What I need: Formal sign-off, including the above suggestion, by voicemail (212-
532-2360, ext. 17); by fax (212-532-2646); or by e-mail (to me, c/o my assistant, 
Chava: cwerber@compuserve.com) no later than Friday morning. 

This is my final week in the office before (iy"h) my baby arrives. I will continue to 
oversee this project very closely; Chava and I will be in near-daily conversation and 
in weekly meetings. But I do want to get this volume safely to the printer before I go. 

Many thanks for the hours of work and support of various kinds contributed by all. 

Nessa 



Presentation on Restoring the Aleph: A Study Guide 

3/19/98 Board Meeting 

• Early last fall, Nessa's communication memo told you of the birth of this project. 

• The project is entirely funded by a philanthropist named Aryeh Rubin who 

attended a CIJE Board meeting as a guest of Matthew Maryles and was so 

impressed with the quality and originality of Art Green's presentation that he 

wanted to disseminate it much more widely and use it as a teaching tool. 

• We still get requests for the original essay from individuals and institutions 

including requests from Rabbis and speakers who plan to use the essay for 

synagogue Shabbatonim and study groups. 

• The original essay, Restoring the Aleph: Judaism for the Contemporary Seeker, 

describes the way Judaism can draw on its own ancient wisdom to answer the 

spiritual quest of fourth-generation American Jews as a response to the prevailing 

anxiety about the Jewish future. 

• The Study Guide was written to help congregants and students explore the issues 

and questions addressed in the essay. 

• An initial mailing including the original essay and the accompanying study guide 

is going out to a total of 2009 Jewish leaders including: 

- Pulpit rabbis 

- Hillel directors 

- And others across North America. 

• We will keep you updated on the impact of this project. 



FAX TRANSMISSION 

To: 

Fax#: 

AryehRubin 

305-692-8883 

From: Nessa Rapoport 

Subject: Bat Mitzvah 

COMMENTS: 

CIJE 
I 5 EAsT 26 STREET, SUITE I 8 I 7 

NEW YORK, NY I 00 I 0 
<2 I 2> 532- 2360, Exr. I 7 

FAX: (2 I 2) 532-2646 

Date: 

Pages: 

November 12, 1998 

3, including this cover sheet. 

Even before you return to Florida: How's that for organization?! 

Here is a copy of: 

On one sheet: 

1. The bat mitzvah invitation; and 

2. The inside text of the smaller card, which was sent folded. 

On the second sheet: 

3. The reverse of the small card, which says: "Shabbat Tefillah Schedule." 
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To: Nessa Rapoport, 74671 ,3370 
From: Aryeh Rubin, aryehrubin 
Date: 11/16/1998, 4:49 PM 
Re: Bat Mitzva 

Dear Nessa 

It was great bumping into you and your daughter. Bashert. 

Thanks fot the copy of the invitation in sucj a timely manner. How was the simcha. 

A reminder about Ms. Holtz and the brachot you mentioned. 

Next time, it's lunch. 

Best regards 
Aryeh 

1 




