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Professor Adam Gamoran 
317 Cheyenne Trail 
Madison Wl 53705 

Dear Adam: 

UNIVERSITY OF 

WISCONSIN 
M A D S O N 

October 13, 1997 

I'd like to thank you once again for agreeing to participate in this Fall's Lehrhaus eries 
entitled "The Jewish Continuity Debate: Dilemmas, Challenges, Opportunities." The lecture 
erie is cheduled for the 7:00 - 7:55 p.m. lot and will take place at Temple Beth El, 2702 

Arbor Drive in Madison . Your talk is scheduled for Monday, November 24. I will give a 
brief introduction beginning a few moments after 7: 00 p. m., and then turn the lectern over to 
you. You should plan to speak for 40-45 minutes, leaving some time for questions and 
discussion at the end. There will be a refreshment period immediately thereafter, and you will 
be free to go by 8: 15 p.m. or so. 

I'm enclosing a copy of the Lehrhaus brochure for your reference. Please contact me 
if you have any questions or will need any audio-visual support for your talk. My telephone 
numbers are 833-3007 at home and 263-1799 at work; my email is weisbard@facstaff.wisc.edu 

Again, with many thanks, and with best wishes for a shana tova . 

Founding Chair 
The Madison Lehrhaus 

\ltr!0-9 . nn\kl 

Law School 

Law Building University of Wisconsin- Madison 975 Bascom Mall Madison, Wisconsin 53706-1399 

608/262-2240 FAX : 608/262-5485 

Admissions 608/262-5914 Career Services 608/262-7856 



Fall 1997/5758 

Sponsored by: 

Aatb41m 
.;?d,,ku 

Madison Jewish Community Council 
Beth Israel Center 
Hillel Foundation 
Shaarei Shamayim 
Temple Beth El 
University of Wisconsin Center for Jewish 
Studies 

Fall 1997/5758 Term 

Dates: · October 27, November 10, 
November 17, November 24, 
December 1, and December 8 

November 3 will be a special session at UW's 
Grainger Hall (all invited). 

Times: 7:00 to 7:55 and 8:20 to 9:15 P.M. 

Location: Temple Beth El, 2702 Arbor Drive 

Cost: 

Classes: 

$20.00 registration fee per person 
for 1 or 2 classes. Scholarships 
available. Contact MJCC at 278-
1808. 

1:00 P.M. - 7:55 P.M. 

• Lecture Series: The Jewish Continuity 
Debate: Dilemmas, Challenges, 
Opportunities (#1) 

7:55 - 8:20 P.M. 

Coffee and schmooze 

8:20 P.M. - 9:15 P.M. 

• The Jewish Role in Public Policy (#2) 
• Power and Powerlessness in Jewish History 

(#3) 
• The Inside Story: A Chasidic Perspective on 

Biblical Events, Encounters, and 
Personalities ~) 

• Jewish Holiday Foods and Their Preparation 
(#5) 

• How to Have Fun at a Jewish Party (#6) 

The Madison Lehrhaus: 
Community Center for 
Adult Jewish Learning 

Registration Form - Fall 1997/5758 
PLEASE PRINT 

Registrant (1) ______________ _ 

Registrant (2) ____________ _ 

Address _______________ _ 

Clty ___________ Zip ___ _ 

Home Phone ______________ _ 

Please register me/us for the following courses: {use #} 

7:00 . 7:SS Session 

Registrant (1) ____________ _ 

Registrant(2) __________ __ _ 

8:20 - 9:15 Session 

Registrant(1), ____________ _ 

Registrant (2), ____________ _ 

I am enclosing a check made out to MJCC Lehrhaus 
($20 per person) in the amount of$------· 

o Please be in touch with me about a scholarship 

Please send this completed registration form to the 
Madison Jewish Community Council, 6434 Enterprise 
Lane, Madison, WI 53719-11117. Advance registration 
Is appreciated, but walk•ln registration on October 27 
or November 10 Is welcome. For further information, 
please call MJCC at 278-1808. 



Courses 

First Hour- 7:00 P.M. - 7:55 P.M. 

Lecture Series: The Jewish Continuity 
Debate: Dilemmas, Challenges, 
Opportunities (#1) 
Coordinated by Alan J. Weisbard (founding 
chair of Lehrhaus, UW Professor of Law, 
Medical Ethics, and Jewish Studies) 

• October 27 An Economist's Perspective on 
American Jewish Identity and Behavior 
Carmel Chiswick (Professor of Economics, 
University of Illinois at Chicago) 

• November 10 A Jewish Federation 
Perspective 
Steven H. Morrison (Executive Director of the 
Madison Jewish Community Council and 
Jewish Social Services) 

• November 17 Jewish Coming of Age In the 
University: Jewish Studies and Hillel 
A panel consisting of David Sorkin (UW 
Professor of History and Jewish Studies), 
Rachel Brenner (UW Professor of Hebrew), 
and Irv Saposnik (Director of Hillel) 

• November 24 Jewish Schools, Jewish 
Teachers, and the Jewish Future 
Adam Gamoran (UW Professor of Sociology) 

• December 1 Jewish Renewal: Unbinding 
the Boundaries 
Rabbi Brian Field (Congregation Shaarei 
Shamayim) 

• December 8 Reflections on the Series: A 
Lehrhaus Community Forum 
Alan J. Weisbard 

Second Hour - 8:20 P.M. - 9:15 P.M. 

The Jewish Role in Public Policy (#2) 

This course is a discussion group led by 
different facilitators each session who are 
involved in politics on different levels. The 

purpose of the course is to provide a forum for 
discussion focussed on the Jewish role in 
public policy. There will not be a session on 
December 8, 1997. 
The course includes the following: 
October 27: Michael Barnett, UW Professor of 
Political Science 
November 1 O: Mark Laufman, The Wisconsin 
Representative and Executive Committee 
member for AIPAC (American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee). 
November 17: Roberta Gassman, former 
assistant to Dane County Executive Richard 
Phelps, Mayor Paul Soglin, and Governor 
Anthony Earl . 
November 24: Hannah Rosenthal, Midwest 
Director of Health and Human Services, former 
Executive Director of the State Democratic 
Party. 
December 1: Michael Blumenfeld, Legislative 
Director, Wisconsin Jewish Conference 

Power and Powerlessness in Jewish History 
(#3)Stan Goldfarb (UW Professor of Pathology) 

At a time of almost total breakdown in 
Israeli-Palestinian negotiations it seems 
especially timely to review the history of Jewish 
political and military power from antiquity to 
modern times and their roles in the survival of 
the Jewish people. This course will have a 
group discussion format based on the text, 
Power and Powerlessness in Jewish History, 
by David Biale. Participants should read 
chapters of the book in preparation for the 
weekly meeting. The first meeting will cover 
the material in the Introduction and Chapter I of 
the book. The text will be available for 
purchase ($20) at Lehrhaus since it is no 
longer in print. 

The Inside Story: A Chasidic Perspective on 
Biblical Events, Encounters, and 
Personalities (#4) 
Rabbi Yona Matusof, Chabad 

The Torah has both an outside and an inside 
as most experiences in life have. The outside 
story is its literal, historical interpretation. 
However, the inside story, the one behind the 
scenes, illuminates the pattern of our lives. By 
reading the inside story we can redirect our 
lives. 

Jewish Holiday Foods and Their Preparation 
(#5) Sara Ben-Ami, Owner of B'Tayavon 

Learn more about Jewish holiday foods and 
their preparation! The class will include an 
overview of Israeli, traditional Ashkenazi and 
Sephardic vegetarian dishes & baked goods 
such as yaprak, borekas & honey cake. Basic 
kashrut will also be discussed. 

How to Have Fun at a Jewish Party (#6) 
Abigail Cantor (Band leader of SHIRA, 
Madison's Jumpin', Jazzy, Jewish Music Band) 

Learn to celebrate Jewish weddings, bar/bat 
mitzvah parties, and Jewish community events 
to the fullest extent. Abigail Cantor and her 
friends will lead you through customs, songs, 
dances, and games that can make Jewish 
celebrations warm and fuzzy, and of course, 
fun. The class subjects are: Wedding customs 
and Songs, Israeli Party Dances, Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Customs and Dilemmas, Non­
competitive Musical Games, and Basic 
American Dance Steps. The final class will be 
a real party! 

On November 3, 1997, the entire Lehrhaus is 
invited to a special session at Morgridge 
Auditorium (in Grainger Hall) with Jack 
Kugelmass, UW Professor of Anthropology and 
Folklore. The session is entitled, "Genealogy 
and the Memory Crisis of American Jewry: 
Reflections on Billy Crystal's Midnight Train 
to Moscow." Following a showing of the 
movie, Professor Kugelmass will discuss 
themes of Jewish memory and identity raised 
by the film. 
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THE JEW ISH WEEK 

An intensive, two-year study of Jewish educators In Atlanta, ~ltimore 
and MIiwaukee ylelds some surprising data about teachers In our day 
~hoots, supplementary schools and pre-schools. 

. -

·38% of Jewish school teachers 
~ . . ... 

have taught for over 1 O years. 
6% have taught for under. a year. 
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Source: ~ 
Cowrcilfor ~ 
Initiatives in S3 
Jewish 
Education ~ 
(ClJE) Study ~ 
ofEducators X 

Survey 3. 
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