
3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
513.487.3000 

AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 

 

 
MS-831: Jack, Joseph, and Morton Mandel Foundation Records, 1980-2011. 

Series F: CIJE Accrual, 1981-2011, undated. 
Subseries 2: Dan Pekarsky, 1981-2011, undated. 

 

 
 

 
Box Folder 
 78     5 

 
 
 

Lead communities project. Milwaukee. Congregation Beth Israel. 
Meetings (Folder 2 of 2), 1995 May – 1997 September. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information on this collection, please see the finding aid on the 
American Jewish Archives website. 

 

https://www.americanjewisharchives.org/


Pam~la Lager 
Education Director 
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November 13, 1996 

Dear Teacher: 

As part of our synagogue CIJE project, this survey for all 
teaching staff has been prepared. Please reflect 
thoughtfully on the questions. Within the next 2 weeks, 
someone will be calling a random sample of teachers for 
answers. Your answers should be honest and well 
thought out. This is not in any way an evaluation of you 
or your classroom. 

Thank you for your time in considering the questions. 

Sincerely, 

(ltrv 
Pamela Lager, 
Director 

PL/ec 

Carey Cohen, Hazzan 
Gayle Weber Raklta, President 

Consrrea-ation -n.......... .. 

ch -'"" .. arael 
s ool of Jewish St1i:dies 
6880 North Green D. enc. 
Mil k -Y A~uue 

wau ee, Wisconsin 5~1209 

affiliated with the United Synagogue of America 

6880 North Green Bay Avenue, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53209. ~rel (414)352•7325 
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Teacher Survey 

1. Is Shabbat a part of your official curriculum? 

a. if so, how do you teach it in actuality? 

b. if not, do you incorporate in anyway? And in what way? 

2. What are your major objectives? 

3. What activities/learning experiences do you construct in order to realize 
these objectives? 

4. Please give an example of the most effective Shabbat lesson you have 
taught recently .... 

S. What do you think made it effective? 

6. What, in your opinion should be added to the Shabbat·curriculum for 
your grade? What resources would you need? 

7. Considering the school as a whole, what should be the school's objectives 
in relation to shabbat? 

l-'.02 



1. Is Shabbat a part of your official curriculum? 

• Yes. 

a. If so, how do you teach it in actuality? 

• I had the kids over for Shabbat dinner. 

• We use the Book of Jewish Holidays and Customs textbook and student activity 
guide and The Specialness of Shabbat MCR unit from MAJE. 

• We do Kabbalat Shabbat for about one half hour every Thursday-brachot over 
wine and challah, zmirot, parsha summarization. 

b. if not, do you incorporate in any way? In what way? 

2. What are your major objectives? 

• Help kids understand why Shabbat is so important to us as Jews. I want them to 
experience Shabbat, to feel it. Ultimately, they may impart some of this feeling to 
their family. 

3. What activities/learning experiences do you construct in order to realize these 
objectives? 

• Make Shabbat box, a kit that contains all the items necessary to celebrate Shabbat in 
the home. Do worksheets and activities in pairs. Kabbalat Shabbat. See #la 

4. Please give an example of the most effective Shabbat lesson you have taught 
recently. 

• When the kids all came over for Shabbat dinner. 

5. What do you think made it effective? 

• Sharing Shabbat outside the classroom. Actually doing it on Shabbat. Having a meal 
together. (I really enjoyed having the kids over; it was better than any lesson.) 

6. What, in your opinion should be added to the Shabbat curriculum for your grade? 
What resources would you need? 

• A Shabbat box, a kit that contains all the items necessary to celebrate Shabbat in the 
home. 

7. Considering the school as a whole, what should be the school's objectives in relation 
to Shabbat? 

• Instill in the kids a desire to celebrate Shabbat, that they will take what they learn in 
school home and practice it there. 



1. Is Shabbat a part of your official curriculum? 

• No 

a. If so, how do you teach it in actuality? 

b. if not, do you incorporate in any way? In what way? 

• I teach the brachot for wine and challah and how to write "Shabbat" in Hebrew. 

2. What are your major objectives? 

• None, because Shabbat is not part of the curriculum. 

3. What activities/learning experiences do you construct in order to realize these 
objectives? 

• NA 

4. Please-give an example of the most effective Shabbat lesson you have tausht 
recently. 

• NA 

5. What do you think made it effective? 

• NA 

6. What, in your opinion should be added to the Shabbat curriculum for your grade? 
What resources would you need? 

• I haven't thought about adding anything on Shabbat because it's taught in so many 
other grades. 

7. Considering the school as a whole, what should be the school's objectives in relation 
to Shabbat? 

• Educate parents about Shabbat so that they can practice it at home. 

• Teach kids the meaning, practices, symbolism and prayers of Shabbat. 



1. Is Shabbat a part of your official curriculum? 

• Yes 

a. If so, how do you teach it in actuality? 
• We learn about creation, and make some kind of book on creation. We have a 

pretend Shabbat: cook, vacuum, clean play corner, set table, sing Shalom Aleichem, 
say Kiddush, etc. 

b. if not, do you incorporate in any way? In what way? 

2. What are your major objectives? 
• That kids should know that Shabbat is a special day; it's different from the rest of the 

week. 

3. What activities/learning experiences do you construct in order to realize these 
objectives? 

• Make kiddush cup, candlesticks, candle holder for havdalah, Shabbat book. Purim 
time-make shalach manot baskets containing items for Shabbat such as challah 
and wine or grape juice. 

• I want to do something with the parsha also. A calendar of activities relating to each 
parsha would be sent home in advance. For example for Noah, the kids would bring 
stuffed animals. For Jacob and Esau, we would have a twins day. 

4. Please give an example of the most effective Shabbat lesson you have taught 
recently .. . 

• We had a pretend Shabbat: The kids participated in the preparations for Shabbat like 
cooking, vacuuming, cleaning, and Shabbat experiences like singing Shalom 
Aleichem, saying Kiddush, etc. 

5. What do you think made it effective? 
• The kids were very involved, actually doing things. 

6. What, in your opinion should be added to the Shabbat curriculum for your grade? 
What resources would you need? 

• Kids need to really experience a Shabbat. 

7. Considering the school as a whole, what should be the school's objectives in relation 
to Shabbat? 

• Kids should know it's a special day, different from the rest of the week. 
• Teach parents how to do their own Shabbat. 



1. Is Shabbat a part of your official curriculum? 
• I don't have an official curriculum. I change it every year. 

a. If so, how do you teach it in actuality? 

b. if not, do you incorporate in any way? In what way? 
• I teach brachot, crafts for Shabbat, read stories, encourage kids to come to shul and sit 

with me, sing songs. 

2. What are your major objectives? 

• That kids should know that Shabbat is a special day; a family time. The family 
should do someting different on Shabbat to know it's a special day. What they do is 
for the family to decide. I talk about Shabbat as a day of rest and things that families 
could do. 

3. What activities/learning experiences do you construct in order to realize these 
objectives? 

• Make "Shabbat in a Bag," a kit that contains all the items necessary to celebrate 
Shabbat in the home. The kids make all the components including: kiddush cup, 
candlesticks, candle holder, challah and challah cover, and tzedakah box. Also 
included is a laminated sheet of brachot and grape juice. 

4. Please give an example of the most effective Shabbat lesson you have taught 
recently ... 

• "Shabbat in a Bag." See #3 above. 

5. What do you think made it effective? 
• The fact that the families had all the things necessary to make Shabbat at home. The 

parents came back and said they used it on Shabbat and thanked me for sending it 
home. 

6. What, in your opinion should be added to the Shabbat curriculum for your grade? 
What resources would you need? 

• More time. More storybooks, so I can get into more of the richness of Shabbat. I 
would like all the kids to come to my home for Shabbat dinner or on Saturday 
afternoon. 

7. Considering the school as a whole, what should be the school's objectives in relation 
to Shabbat? 

• Encourage partiacipation and more Shabbat-type activities; i.e. economical Shabbat 
dinner at synagogue, Shabbat storytelling, dancing or singing on a Shabbat 
afternoon. 

• Teach the positive aspects of Shabbat- Shabbat as a day of "can's," not "cannots." 



1. Is Shabbat a part of your official curriculum? 

• I don't think so. I don't know my whole curriculum well because I just started this 
year. 

a. If so, how do you teach it in actuality? 

b. if not, do you incorporate in any way? In what way? 

• Any way I can. Now we're doing Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins. The scenery is 
an old synagogue. The inside has all the usual items you find in a synagogue plus 
Shabbat candlesticks. 

2. What are your major objectives? 

• Knowledge of and a positive attitude toward Shabbat. To have students feel 
comfortable and happy with Shabbat. If they have good feelings, they'll "go for it. " 

3. What activities/learning experiences do you construct in order t0 realize these 
objectives? 

• Plan to have a Shabbaton. 

4. Please give an example of the most effective Shabbat lesson you have taught 
recently .. . 

• One Shot Shabbat - Students made a mobile, diorama or poster about a memorable 
Shabbat experience. 

5. What do you think made it effective? 

• Kids were able to personalize the experience. 

6. What, in your opinion should be added to the Shabbat curriculum for your grade? 
What resources would you need? 

• Shabbaton. I think it's too much to ask of teachers unless they want to do it. 

7. Considering the school as a whole, what should be the school's objectives in relation 
to Shabbat? 

• Building more of a Shabbat community. i.e. having kids in school on Shabbat; 
particpating in the service; come to study sessions at mincha; make it more of their 
weekly routine. 



1. Is Shabbat a part of your official curriculum? 

• No 

a. If so, how do you teach it in actuality? 

b. if not, do you incorporate in any way? In what way? 

• We do Kabbalat Shabbat on Thursday. The students learn Lekhah Dodi, Shalom 
Aleichem, Kiddush, Ha Motzi, blessing over the candles, and I explain the Aishet 
Chayil. Once in a while I ask students what they do at home to make Shabbat special. 

2. What are your major objectives? 

• Knowledge and awareness of how Shabbat should be observed, what the laws are, 
not necessarily that they should do it. 

3. What activities/learning experiences do you construct in order to realize these 
objectives? 

• When we talk about what the family does that's special for Shabbat, we talk about 
other special things that can be done-see friends, play different games than usual, 
read Jewish books. 

4. Please give an example of the most effective Shabbat lesson you have taught 
recently ... 

• The first Sunday of the year when the whole program was devoted to Shabbat. The 
parents were there. We played games with Shabbat content, studied laws of Shabbat, 
talked about things that were special for Shabbat, and made posters advertising 
Shabbat. 

5. What do you think made it effective? 

• The total involvement with the subject and the participation of the parents. 

6. What, in your opinion should be added to the Shabbat curriculum for your grade? 
What resources would you need? 

• Nothing-the students studied Shabbat in depth last year. 

7. Considering the school as a whole, what should be the school's objectives in relation 
to Shabbat? 

• Convince parents to make Shabbat important in their lives and home. The school is 
limited in what it can do. 



1. Is Shabbat a part of your official curriculum? 

• No 

a. If so, how do you teach it in actuality? 

b. if not, do you incorporate in any way? In what way? 

• We do Parshat Hashavua every week. Part of our curriculum is "Jewish Practices." 
One day is spent discussing Shabbat. 

2. What are your major objectives? 

• Knowledge of the differents parts to the Shabbat service and a halachic introduction 
to Shabbat. 

3. What activities/learning experiences do you construct in order to realize these 
objectives? 

• We read the section in the text on Shabbat and discuss it. 

4. Please give an example of the most effective Shabbat lesson you have taught 
recently ... 

• Haven't taught it yet. 

5. What do you think made it effective? 

• NA 

6. What, in your opinion should be added to the Shabbat curriculum for your grade? 
What resources would you need? 

• Have students participate in a service. Maybe meeting at mincha and do it that way. 

7. Considering the school as a whole, what should be the school's objectives in relation 
to Shabbat? 

• Get the kids to attend services on a regular basis and observe Shabbat in some way 
they are not already obesrving it, if possible. 
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• Yes 

a. If so, how do you teach it in actuality? 

• Every week we light candles, say the bracha, say Shalom Aleichem, first part of the long 
Kiddush, and sing the whole second half, say Ha Motzi, and eat challah and use "The Little 
Midrash Says." We do Aishet Chayil. Sometimes students are assigned certain topics on 
Shabbat which they report on, or we talk about the parsha of the week. 

• Last year we took parts of musaf and discussed them. We discussed what sacrifices were 
and that now we have davening. 

b. if not, do you incorporate in any way? In what way? 

2. What are your major objectives? 

• To experience Shabba~- as much as possible 
• For Kabbalat Shabbat, to be able to say the prayers in Hebrew and English and know what 

they're about. 

3. What activities/learning experiences do you construct in order to realize these objectives? 

• I invite the class to my home for a Shabbat, or part of Shabbat if they cannot stay the entire 
time-to experience a nice Shabbat and to be together and enjoy each other's company. 

• See #la 

4. Please give an example of the most effective Shabbat lesson you have taught recently .. . 

• Each student made a large poster containing the Aishet Chayil in Hebrew and English. 
They then decorated it and had it laminated. It was given to their mothers as a gift. 

5. What do you think made it effective? 

• The students care very much about their mothers and they gave something of themselves 
to their mothers. 

6. What, in your opinion, should be added to the Shabbat curriculum for your grade? What 
resources would you need? 

• Eight Steps of Maimonides. If you talk about tzedakah for Shabbat, talk about the steps. 

7. Considering the school as a whole, what should be the school's objectives in relation to 
Shabbat? 

• The school is doing a good job now. Maybe have Shabbat dinner for the families of each 
class. Have students participate in the service. 



Pamela Lager 
Principal 

..,N,~• n•:::a ..,np 
Congregation Beth Israel 

School of Jewish Studies 

December 7, 1995 

Dear Staff: 

Herbert G. Panitch. Rabbi Emeritus 

Aaron Bodner , President 

On Sunday, January 14, we will meet at a lunch from 12 noon to 2 PM. At that lunch we 

will have the opportunity to meet Dr. Daniel Pekarsky from UW-Madison. Dr. Pekarsky 

is an education professor hired by the CUE as a consultant. We will be embarking on an 

effort to improve what we do, and need you to be full partners in this process. There are 

three issues Dr. Pekarsky would like you to think about in preparation for our January 

meeting: 

1. Goals and expectations: 

What are you trying to accomplish in Jewish education in your class? 

2. Is there a gap between what is taught in the school and what is practiced in the 

homes of our students? 

3. What educational issues at Beth Israel are on your mind? 

In addition to thinking about these issues, please know that the education committee has 

voted to re-evaluate our curriculum. Since I have come to CBI, YOU - the staff have 

revised, refined and reinvented what we study here. My job has not included curriculum 

development. However, now that the education committee will be actively looking into 

this, I know that each teacher must be a FULL partner in this process. The session with 

Dr. Pekarsky on goals, issues and practices will be useful as we embark on rethinking our 

curriculum. 

I hope everyone has a healthy, restful winter break. 

s$/4 
PamelaLag~ 
Principal 

cc: Dr. Daniel Pekarsky 

---·----· 



Pamela Lager 
Principal 

"1N,~• n•::2 "1np 
Congregation Beth Israel 

School of Jewish Studies 

August 2, 1995 

Dr. Daniel Pekarsky 
University of Wisconsin - Madison 
1000 Bascom Hall 
Education Building Room 203 
Madison WI 53706 

Dear Dr. Pekarsky, 

-.... ~-
Herbert G. Panitch, Rabbi 
Lee Buckman, Rabbi 
Carey Cohen , Hazzan 
Aaron Bodner, President 

Thank you for inviting me to breakfast this morning. I enjoyed getting to know you as 
well as hearing your ideas for an upcoming project. 

Within the parameters of being respectful to and including teachers, I would love to be 
part of the project you are proposing. If I feel overburdened with respect to time, I will 
let you know. I do think that I can fit this in; it interests me and it is in the best interest of 
our shul. I am blessed to absolutely love what I do; the energy and excitement I feel is 
what gets me through both school and work. 

I will be thinking of what dimension of the school to explore and will call you toward the 
end of August. 

rY· 

~~ 
Principal/Family Education Coordinator 

ps. I am enclosing the Gillman article for you. 

affiliated with the United Synagogue of America 

6880 North Green Bay Avenue, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53209. Tel (414) 352-7325 



SCHOOL CURRICULUM 

I. OVERVIEW 

A. In all due modesty, the School of Jewish Studies 
curriculu~ is an excellent one, reflecting much hard 
work, e::ort, dedication, and thinking. Dr.~-Joshua 
Chorowsky, the former Executive Director of MAJE, noted 
that it was exceptional for a congregational school, 
both in quality as well as quantity. Any qualified 
reader o: the curriculum who had took the time to go 
through:: would agree. 

B. Like any curriculum, the following points must be made 
about th:s curriculum: 

1 . It :s not "finalized" - ·_,.very curriculum must 
cons:antly be evaluated, revised, and reevaluated. 

2. It :sonly as good as the teacher who teaches it. 

3 . In a:eas chat are lacking, a good part of the 
reason is because of the paucity of teaching time 
and / o: books and resources. 

4 . It :e9resents the educational philosophy of the 
wr i :~= - others with different educational goals 
may ~isagree with its priorities and emphases. 

C. The following 50 pages contain most of the written 
school cu::iculum, outlined for the teachers. 

D. Following this section -
indepth ouclines for the 
(Dalet and older) grades . 

after a blue page, are found 
Tanach classes in the upper 

E. Following a yellow page are found the Gesher Life Cycle 
sourcebock (without the teacher resources noted on the 
outline in the main curriculum), an orange sheet, and 
the Jew:sh Responsibility sourcebook, with teacher 
guide . 

(CONTINUED) 
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F. The curricular material can be found in the computer as 
follows: 

1 . Curricuium outline (first 50 pages): 

RECORDS/CURRICUL - PAGES 1-16, 25-32, 35-37, 41-46 

RECORDS/TEF.CUR 

RECORDS/CHAGIM.CUR 

RECORDS/TANACH.DAL 

RECORDS/TANACH.HAY 

RECORDS/JEWPRAC.OUT -

RECORDS/TANACH.PRZ 

PAGES 17-18 

PAGES 19-24 

PAGE 33 

PAGES 38-40 

PAGES 47-48 

PAGE 49 

2. Tanach curriculum: 

RECORDS/TANACH.DAL 

RECORDS/TANACH.HAY 

RECORDS/TANACH.GES 

RECORDS/TANACH.PRZ 

DALET CURRICULUM 

HAY CURRICULUM 

GESHER CURRICULUM 

PROZDOR CURRICULUM 

G. The Gesher Life Cycle and Jewish Responsibility 
sourcebooks are compilations of sources. The originals 
are found in the school files. Ask the school 
secretary for them. There are also a number of copies 
in the Time clock room. 



CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL -SCHOOL OF JEWISH STUDIES 

CURRICULUM OUTLINE FOR 1993-1994 

I . OVERVIEW 

A. This curriculum outline presents the complete curriculum 
as it will ultimately be implemented. Major sections of 
the curriculum have already been implemented; the 
remaining parts ~ill be introduced over the next fev 
years. Interim steps continue to be taken in the areas 
of Hebrew, Prayer, and Bible, although the gap ls 
closing in the latter area. 

a. As in any curriculum, it is an evolving process subject 
to continuous evaluation and revision. It is by no means 
a finished product. 

C. The curriculum is divided into various parts: by age and 
grade level {Primary (Gan through Sha'arl, Elementary 
[Kitot Aleph-Hay), Gesher [Grade 81, and High School 
(Prozdor, Bikkurlm, Ha'asharah)); and by subject area 
(Hebrew, Prayer/Siddur, Bible, and Social Studies [Jewish 
Values, Jevish Life Cycle, Holidays and calendar, Israel, 
History, etc.]. Creative arts, e.g. music, crafts, etc . , 
vill be integrated into the major subject areas. 

D. The curriculum is designed to flow both vertically (from 
grade to grade within the same subject area) and 
horizontally (between subject areas on the same grade 
level). 

E. The Hebrew and Prayer curricula, as well as most of the 
Bible curriculum, are centered in the Primary and 
Elementary levels. The Gesher and High School levels 
concent=ate mainly on the Social Studies area, with a 
lesser emphasis on Bible. 

F. Wherever possible, Kitot Glmel, Dalet, and Hay will be 
departmentalized, vith different teacher3 teaching 
different subjects. 

G. Primary students ~111 attend on Sundays for two hours. 
Students in the Slenentary Department attend for six 
hours over three days. Gesher (Sunday morning) and High 
School (Sunday afternoon/evening) students attend for 
two hours. 

H. The policy of the School of Jewish Studies is to pursue 
an integrated ap9roach to the study of Hebrew. Hebrew 
language should be a . part of the daily structure, rather 
than delegated to certain days. 

l 
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II. OVERALL GOALS AND ;;JECTIVES OF THE SCHOOL OF JEWISH STUDIES 

A. The overall m~,sion of the School of Jewish Studies i s 
to imbue t~e s:Jdent with both the knowledge and the 
commitment ne~~.3sary to b_ecome an act 1 ve and con tr l but­
ing member of :je Jewish community on the local, 
national, and vorld levels. 

B. To carry out t~ : s mission, the following goals will be 
pursued: 

1. To help t~; student gain an understanding of the 
philosoph: , teacnings, and practices of the 
Conservat:~e Movement. 

2. To help th; student develop a religious and ethical 
approach:: everyday living. 

3. To asslst :je student in developing a sense of 
his/her Je~!sh identity in a non-Jewish environment. 

4. To encoura;; and help the student to develop a 
commit2en~ :o the principle of "Klal !israel," and 
to act upc~ this commitment. A major component of 
this goal :3 the building of a life-long commitment 
to the Sta:e of Israel and a feeling of oneness ~ith 
its citize::3. 

5. To help th; student to acquire basic skills neces­
sary for ~:ticipation in Jewish religious life i n 
the home a:d synagogue, and to encourage the desi r e 
to increas; and sharpen these skills in future 
years, as :oth a teenager and an adult. 

6 . To enable :~e student to appreciate the continuity 
of Jewish :i£e through the study of the Hebrew lan­
guage, praf~:, customs and holidays, Jewish texts 
(in partic~:ar the Bible), history, and tradition . 

7. To plant a:c nurture the seed of Jewish learning as 
a life-lon; venture and obligation. 

3 . To foster a~d provide programs Yhlch emphasize the 
vital role ,r the Jewish family in the survival of 
the Jevish ;eople and religion, programs vhich 
involve the !ntire family, either at home or in 
conjunc:lo~ .1th other families . 

9. To develop:~ the student and his/her family an 
underst3nd~~g of and an active commitment to the 
values of ~=edakah and Gemilut Hasadim as Jewish 
obllgat:on~ :equired of Jews of all ages. 

10. To encoura;e the celebration of Shabbat, festivals, 
Je~ish rlt:;.als by both individuals and families. 

{ 
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C. Although the School of Jewish Studies can provide the 
students with the basic tools and expose them to values 
and experiences, we recognize that commitment comes about 
experientially, which needs family participation. We can 
p,;.cv1 de tla tools aod the spark, but tbe borne must 
reinforce then. 

III. SUBJECT AREAS - GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

A. HEBREW 

The mal~ ob~ec~ive of the Hebrew program ls to 
provide the r~A,dlAi ,tills and basic vocabulary 
required for Siddyr £Jyency and basic Jewish ~ 
rituals. A graduate of our school should be able to 
plck up and read - with a minimum of mistakes and 
hesitation - any prayer or blessing connected to 
Jewish religious observance. 

2. Another goal of the school is to enable the student 
to build a vocabulary of key Hebrew words and terms 
connected with (a) home and life cycle, (b) Shabbat, 
Festivals, and holy days, (c) Jewish values, and 
(d) the school environment. NOTE: although teachers 
may utilize words and even simple Hebrew sentences 
in the teaching process, because of limited time 
allocation and the intermittent attendance 
structure, C NVERSATIONAL HEBREW ls not and cannot 
be~ achieva e goa oft e proqra~. 

3 . The student should acquire a fluency in the reading 
of both print and cursive letters. 

4 . The student should possess an ability to write in 
cursive letters. 

B. !?RAYER 

• 1. The student should be able to take key prayers and: 
a. read them fluently (and chant appropriate ones) 
b. identify their main concepts and purpose. 
c. identify their source and/or author 
d. pick out and translate key vords 

2 . The student should possess an understanding of the 
structure and organization of the Siddur as well as 
the structure and major sections of the various 
services. 

3. The student should possess the ability to function 
in the Shabbat and Festival s~rvices as a ~artici­
patihg member of the congregati~n. The study of 

? Haftarah trope is included in this goal. A 
, ---t-lj.. ~ '-\, ~'--~· ', '. ~.J. 
---- ('J,:;,tY----1 ( t7··~ l'L, 

... 



4. The student should know personal prayers and should 
acquir~ the skills related to the rituals and 
prayers of home observances for Shabbat and the 
various festivals. 

5. The student should know the different brachot for 
food (before and after the meal) and their 
application, and the brachot and prayers for special 
occasions. 

c. BIBLE CTANACHl 

1. The student should be familiar vith the structure, 
terminology, and key sections of the Bible. 

2. The student should possess a familiarity with the 
main Bible stories, events, and heroes. 

3. The student should be familiar vith the narrative 
sections of the Torah, and have a sense of the 
chronology of events. The student should be able to 
identify key personalities associated with these 
events. 

4. The student should be able to draw lessons from key 
Biblical events - especially those involving intra­
family relationships - as a guide for his/her own 
life. 

5. The student should be able to rec~gnize the Mitzvot 
and rituals which are derived from Biblical texts. 

D. SOCIAL STUDIES (Note: this area encompasses all studies 
not specifically covered ln the three areas outlined 
above. These studies include: Jewish Values, Jewish Life 
Cycle, Holidays and calendar, the Israel Connection, 
Institutions of Jewish Life and the Community, and 
History. The goals marked with an* will be primarily 
addressed on the Post-B'nai Hitzvah [Gesher and High 
School) levels.) 

* 

Jewish Values 

1. The student should exhibit pride in being Jewish and 
should identify vlth Klal Ylsrael (the Jewish 
people) in an active way. 

2. The student should · possess an understanding of the 
main Mitzvot and values associated vith Jevish and 
daily living, and should acquire a desire to incul­
cate them into his/her personal life. 

3. The student should understand the meaning of ethics 
in the Jewish sense, and incorporate these lessons 
into his/her life. 
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4. The student should develop an understanding of the 
Jevish values of Tzedakah and Gemllut Hasadim 
through both study and active participation in doing 
Hitzvot. This understanding should become the basis 
of a feeling of responsibility for others, both Jews 
and non-Jews, a feeling that will be translated into 
action. 

Jewish Life Cycle 

1. The student should possess a comprehension of the 
dlf:e:ent Jewish Life Cycle events, and the vocabu­
lary and rituals associated with each . 

2 . Whe~ever possible, the student should experience the 
actual life cycle ritual. 

Holidays and calendar 

1 . The student should possess a basic comprehension of 
the st:ucture of the Jewish calendar and be able to 
compa:e and contrast it with the secular calendar. 

I., 

The student should develop a sense of joy in and a 
commit~ent to the holy days of Judaism, and 
incorporate their observance into his/her personal 

,\Wrf ~~- The

1

.r::::~ connection 

~ The student should develop an affinity and love for 
the State and ~eople of Israel through the study of 
its geography, customs, and uniqueness. Incorporated 
into this study will be hands-on activities designed 
to bring a flavor of Israel to the children. 

) 

2. The st~dent should understand the place of Eretz 
Yisrael in Je~ish thought and religious belief and 
the prayer ref~rences ~hich express this. 

3 . The student should understand the rise of Zionism 
and the establ:shment of the State of Isra~l in the 
light of Jewish history. 
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History 

1 . The student should acquire a general under~tanding 
of Jevish history throughout the centuries, with a 
greater emphasis being placed on the modern era of 
Jewish history (froa approximately 1700 to the 
present). 

2. The student should possess an understanding of the 
sequence of Jewish history, and its relative 
relationship to other world events. 

3. The student should understand the impact of anti­
semitism and the Holocaust on Jewish history and the 
Jewish people. 

Institutions of Jewish Life and the Community 

1 . The student should be able to identify and define 
various groups within Judaism - including Ashkenazi, 
Sephardic, Conservative, Orthodox, Reconstruc­
tionlst, Reform . 

2 . The student should acquire a basic understanding o f 
Conservative Judaism as well as its points of 
similarity ~1th and divergence from the other 
streams. 

* 3 . The student should understand the American Jew i sh 
community as it ls today, and should have an 
understanding of its evolution and history. 

* 4. The student should be familiar with the local Jewish 
institutions. Wherever possible, primary experiences 
should be incorporated into the learning. 

5 . The student should understand the evolution and 
development of the synagogue, its structure and 
functions. 

6 . The student should acquire and utilize the basic 
terminology of synagogue life - honors and personnel 
connected to the service, ritual objects, and other 
key terms. 

( 



IV. CURRICULUM OUTLINE 

(TEX~SOOKS listed in capital letters, Resources in upper and 
loYe~ case letters) 

~!".'UI TIF!Wlf BIBLE SOCIAL STUDIES 

GU (HO!'I: G!JI iILL fOLLOI 1 2-Ylli ROTATING CURRICULUM. 1993-1994 IS Yi1i 11 

!!AR 1 Basic vocabulary: 
se.l.Sons, veather , 
nal.bers 

·[UR 2 ~ ic ,ocabulary: 
fuily, colors, 
body parts, 
S!II!oundings 

M!C!!.U Htbr!v letter 
rec~nition; 

,; : re:a.:ig 
re~d ioess 
(Reading Readiness 
bocrlet) 

SHl'li Hei:rr!v readiness, 
(awria U10rws 
30Cl ?Ci 3IBR!Y UD 
!!12!?1GI, SWllT 
SilL-OK) 

Muorlzation of 
key brac:ict: 
food, c:u:iles, 
holidays 

Me1orlzation of 
of key bracilot: 
bread, vine, 
:r~it, vegetables; 
3he1c1 1 Modeh lni 

Bracbot aod short 
prayers based on 
hoae Sbabbat 
observanc! 

aracbot aDd short 
prayers :::w~ on 
synagogue Jbservance 

Yeetly Parsha 

1. Bible star tes 
tied into ethical 
values. 

2. leekly Parasha 

Heroes and events 
connected to the 
Pre-Patriarchal and 
Patriarchal Periods 

Heroes and events 
throughout the ranacb 
(I.IT'S DISCOVER flll 

BIBU) 

Synagogue celebrations 
of Shabbat and holidays 
(OUR SYNlGOGUB, Ky 
Synagogue, Building 
Jevish Life) 

Ho1e observances of 
Shabbat and festivals 

(HOHi STllT - c.mt OHE, 
Building Jewish Life) 

1. MCR Shabbat 
Curriculua -
Lessons 1-4 

(Baltlaore, Montreal ) 
2. hedatah 

ltCR Sbabbat CUrriculu -
Lessons 4-8 (see above 
for resoar~s) 



um 
ALEPH 

BBT 

GIHEL 

mm HF!LLAH 

Basic readloq and 1. Friday evenloq ho1e 
vritiog skills rltaals (Shabbat box) 
(PRIKIR roa HIBR81 2. Daily service: 
!lfil !ilRI T!GB, Mah Tovu, She.a/ 
KIBUI !10 HB2ITAGI V'ahavta, 311 Sbalo1, 
l ( s iddar trad l lleyna, ldon Olaa 

3. Shabbat: 3halo1 
lleichea, L'cha Dodi, 
V' sbaara ( cboras l, 
lin Ieylohayna 

4. Basic slddur teras 

RIBRBJ !HD HBRIUGB l 1. Sbabbat prayers: 
{slddar track), Sbalo1 Alelchea, 

ll!SR.n !HD H!JUT!GB 2 11n Ieylobayna 
(s iddar track l, 2. Ravdallah service 

Introduction of Milon {Havdallah box) 
3. Blrchot Sanehenin 
4. Daily service: 

Vayottr, Kalleluyab, 
Or Chadasb, first 3 
brachot of !lldah, 
Shesa/V'abavta, 
1.bavab Rabbah 

5. Torah bracbot 
6. Birchat llasazoo 

(aala part!, esp. 
first p,aragraph) 

HIBRil !ID lllRUlGB 2 1. llrchat llaaazon 
(s iddar tract) 2. Dally service: 

Sbeaa/V'abavta, 
lhaYa Rabbah, 
ledashab, 
lleyna, A.shre 1 

3. Sbabbat: V'shaaru, 
rlddasll 

4. Torah Service 

nu 
Parashat !fashavuah 
(Teacher resources) 

Torah (1 CHILD'S 
BIBLI - LESSONS 
FROK fHI l'ORlH) 

Prophets and lrltlngs 
(1 CHILD'S Blatl -
WSOIS ?ROif !HI 
PROPHETS AID 
IIITIIIGS) 

SOCUL STUDL 

1. MCR calendar 
Currlcalu.1 

2. fzedakah aini-unit 
(5 veeks) 

3. Israel (Touring 
Israel:hperiential 
Approach) 

1. Shalosh Regalia 
{Helton) 

2. Ge1ilut Hasadla 
alnl-unlt {Helton) 

3. Israel 

4. Yoa Haatzaaat 
proqra1 

5. Iashrut (Melton) 

1. Minor festivals 
(Helton, Kontreall 

2. Jevish Life Cycle 
{JffISH LIYI CYctl 
IORlBOOltl 

3. Puria proqra■ 

I 

, 



um rJlILLlff socnt snmus 

nr.H lliBRU AND 1. forah service 1. creation to end of 1. Shabbat values(CAJg, 
WIUGI 2 2. ~hret Jacob's l lf e Helton, Montreal) 
(siddar track), 3. llldah 2. Introduction to 2. Jevish history -

HIBRn AND 4. fefillah structure: Hldrash (JPS TOIUH) post-Biblical, 
lfEaIUGI 3 synagogae personnel falaudlc periods 
{siddur track) and objects, dally {Heheaiah and the 

services Return fro■ hile, 
5. Baftarah trope PASS 'l'HI ?OIWI, 

PLIASI, lashi and 
His forld) 

3. Jevish lthlcs 
(}WI U'lSOT) 

4. Chanukah prograa 

iU! IIIBUf !JfO 1. forab service 1. Joseph story 1. High Holidays 
HERIT!GI 2 service 2. ~hni 2. lxodas story (Helton, Yo■ Xippur Kit) 
(siddar track), 3. llldan 3. fheaatic approach 2. Shalosh Regalia 

HIBREI !.HD 4. lriat 3beaa to re.ainder of (Helton) 
IIIRI'l'!GB 3 5. Balle! - selections Torah 3. Jevisb history -
{siddur trac.~) 6, Bircbot Hahaftarah 4. Introduction to Jevs of Spain, 

7. Teflllab stucture: couentary (Hert: Holocau:st, Israel 
reviev of daily Chu.ash, JPS fORAJI) (Our Story: The Jevs 
suviC!s, l.lidah, of Sepharad, 
lilat 3heaa Holocaust: 1 Mini-

3. (addish - various foras Course for Inter-
aediate ~ades) 

4. fa B'Shevat prograa 
5. Yo■ llashoah prograa 
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'I, UMJ l!.LQTMPTS roi VARIOUS SUBJECT ARIAS !PRIIWY 18D BLBHBHTARYl ; 
(~: The figures noted belov serve aainly as a guide for the teacher rather than as a rigid structure. 
tac~ teac~r in Gan-Bet should use his or her ovn dlsgression in structuring class tiae. The schedules 
for Iitot ,;11el-Hay are 1ore fixed, bat teachers in these grades uy choose at tiaes to revise the 
sc~e1ale to 1eet needs for specific occasions.) 

t - ~~is sUDject 3rea is not scheduled on a veetly basis. The tiae allotaent is only for those weeks vhen 
:hey are scheduled. 

C. JLBPlf-GIHEL 

t l, Libr1ry - 20 1lnutes t l. Maslc/Llbrary (alternating) - 20-30 
2. Hebr!Y - 20 2. Hebrev/Prayer/Mlnyan - 130-150 
3. £>rarer - 20 l. Social Studies - 100-150 
4. Bible - 30 4. Bible - 50 
5. Soc!al Studies - 30 5. Kabbalat Shabbat - 20-30 

t 5. Ma,ic - 30 t 6. Art - 60 
t 7. !.rt - 45 

B. :aJC!iI!f!/:f!A 'lR 

t 1. f.ibnry - 20 
: . Hebr~v - 30 
J. ?ray'!r - 20 
4. Bible - 20 
S. Soct1l Stadies - 30 
5. lmsic - 30 

t 7. !.rt-45 

D. DALBT/!f!Y 

1. Bible/Trope - 80-90 
2. Hebrev/Teflllah/Mlnyan - 150 
l. Social studies: so- ~o 
4. Xabbalat Shabbat - 20 

I , 
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VI . CURRICULUM OUTLINE FOR GESHER AND HIGH SCHOOG 

A. GESHER CGRADE 8> 

l. The Gesher program consists of three interwoven 
strands tied together with Gemilut Hasadim 
projects related to the course of studies. The 
three strands are as follovs: 

a . Tanach - a continuation of the Kitah Hay 
Tanach curriculum, beginning with the 
selection of Joshua as the successor to 
Moses, and the death of Moses. It then will 
provide an overview to the latter two 
sections of the Tanach, the Prophets and 
Writings, and will offer selections from the 
Books of Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings . 

b . Jewish Life Cycle - covering the basic life 
cycle events, but also delving into what 
Judaism says on such issues as abortions, 
homosexuality, suicide, transplants, etc. 

c . Jewish Responsibility Toward Others - each 
trimester the students will study one area­
hunger, the disabled, and the aged. The 
students will plan and implement a t~o-three 
week Gemllut Hasadim project related to each 
area. 

2. The goal of the Gesher program is to help the 
student make a tran~ltion to the post-Bar/Bat 
Mltzvah studies through the means of subject areas 
meant to stimulate thought and discussion. 

3. There are three trimesters of 9-10 weeks in 
length . 



B. HIGH SCHOOL CPROZDOR, BIKKURIM, HA'ASHARAHl 

l. The High School curriculum is a tvo-year 
curriculum leading up to the Bikkurim ceremony. 

2 . The goal of the High School curriculum 
as a bridge to Jevish adulthood, 
process of identifying oneself as 
coll.lllitted Jev. 

is to serve 
and to the 
an active, 

3. There are tvo semesters of 12-15 weeks. There are 
also a mini-Shabbaton and 2 Gemilut Hasadim 
projects. 

4. The Prozdor (Grade 9) students will study Israel, 
vith one semester being devoted to a historical 
overview and one semester on the demographic and 
sociological aspects and problems. They will also 
study Jewish religious practices and Tanach. 

5. The Bikkurim (Grade 10) students vill study one 
semester on the Holocaust. They vill also study 
about Conservative Judaism. for the entire year. 
In addition, there vill be a semester of study 
~ith Rabbi Panitch. 

6. Ha'asharah (Enrichment) Classes will be offered to 
students in Grades 9-11 vho are graduates of 
Jewish day schools. There are tvo classes 
(history and text) for Grade 9 students, and 
history classes for both Grade 10 and Grade 11 
students. Qualified High School students from· the 
regular track may be invited to attend the history 
classes. 

I 
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