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Prayer isn't meant to be easy. A look at services that weekend. It was important 
our complex and imperfect world can to .pause in our sacred time and acknowl
make our prayers seem outdated, out of edge the suffering, but I don't know if the 
touch, or even offensive. prayer itself really moved those in atten-

dance. Prayer isn't easy. A good example comes 
from my student days when I 
taught a sixth-grade religious 
school class. Together we 
studied Birkat Hamazon, the 
blessing after the meal, the 
first paragraph of which 
concludes with, "Baruch 
atah Adonai, hazan et hakol 
- Blessed are You, 0 God, 
who sustains everyone." I 
asked the kids how they 

RABBI 
STEVEN 
SIRBU 

Yet prayer remains one of 
the activities central to our 
congregational life. Our 
Shabbat prayers always 
include a prayer for free
dom, even as slavery 
endures in parts of the 
world. Every service has a 
prayer for peace, praising 
God as the Source of peace, 

coul~ say this prayer knowing that there 
are people in the world who are starving. 
They were angry such a thing was in the 
prayer book and resolved not to say the 
prayer any more. I was shocked at first; 
this was not the response I was looking 
for. But upon further reflection, I realized 
this shouldn't have surprised me. All 
Reform Jews, especially our kids, want 
our prayers to be congruent with our 
world. Unfortunately this isn' t always 
the case --.:. one of the many reasons 
prayer isn' t easy. 

The south Asian tsunami in late 
December was another example. The 
devastation was beyond words - and 

probably beyond prayers as well. The 
traditional prayer for an earthquake, "she 
kocho ug 'vurato malei olam - whose 

strength and power fill the world," falls 

remarkably flat. Prominent rabbis wrote 
prayers in response to the disaster and 
posted them online. I read one of them at 

no matter how remote the t 

chances for peace seem in a given week. 
We do this because prayer does not ~ 

reflect the world we have; prayer reflects 
the world we long for. Prayer is the 
instinct of the Jewish people, both in good 
times and in bad. I don't claim that prayer 
is the answer to all of our woes, nor do I 
even claim that prayers can necessarily be 
answered. Ideally, though, prayer is a 
process that enables us to look at the world 
in a new, more hopeful, light. Prayer can 
remind us that our Judaism impacts our 
perspective and the decisions we make. 

I hope that, if you don't already, you will 
make prayer at Temple Emeth a regular part 

of your life. And I remind you that we have 
services both on Friday nights and on 

Saturday mornings. Each service has its 
own character, but any of our services can 

be a chance to reflect, to meditate, to sing, 

to recommit ourselves to the values we live 
by. It isn't easy, put it is always worthwhile. 

R~~i 6+evelt\ 6i{"~ 
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F Complacency and Indifference 
"To give aid to every poor 

man is far beyond the reach 
and power of every man. 
Care of the poor is incum-

On a more intimate level, if you read last month's 

Bulletin, you know that Temple Emeth, led by our Social 

Action Committee, is now a partner with the Interreligious 

Fellowship for the Homeless in its Turn a New Leaf 

LARRY SILVER bent on society as a whole." Program. The project provides a private apartment for a 

Baruch Spinoza homeless family to transition out of living in the Family 

Shelter and eventually moving to their own apartment. To 

We are all acutely aware of the earthquake and tsuna- date, over 40 congregants have been involved in finding 

mi that recently took place in the Indian Ocean. Their the apartment, subsidizing it. donating all the furnishings 

combined impact has caused a tragic loss of life in south

ern Asia and parts of Africa. It is a calamity so immense 

that people and countries all over the world have 

responded with record amounts of contributions and 

pledges totaling billions of dollars in financial aid. The 

world's citizenry has reason to be proud of this outpour

ing of generosity. 

While applauding the enormous and immediate 

response however, it is unfortunately also true that as a 

general rule, initial responses to tragic headlines do not 

have much staying power. A related story I just read tells 

of $2 billion in pledges to Afghanistan during 2002 for its 

first crucial year of rebuilding. But this aspect of the 

Afghanistan story has not been headline news for some 

time now. Mghanistan officials have stated that only $90 

million of the pledges have actually been received, and 

many Mghans have lost faith since then and now direct 

their bitterness at the relief workers who are there. Those 

agencies heavily involved with bringing relief to the tsuna

mi stricken countries acknowledge that the humanitarian 

needs of these countries will take years to alleviate. The 

fear is that if the track record of other world tragedies is a 

proper indicator, we will become complacent with the ini

tial response, and indifferent to the ongoing problems of 

the stricken areas way before their problems have been 

fully addressed . 

and moving the furnishings in to the apartment. We are 

also on call to provide the family with resume writing, 

career counseling, tutoring and similar services, if needed. 

We are proud of our involvement in this effort. But to 

get the project off the ground, one anonymous congregant 

has pledged the financing of the apartment rent for the 

first year. For this to be more than a one year project, we 

will need to find additional funds amongst the rest of us 

to continue to support this. 

Will we be able to do this, or will we become complacent 

and indifferent? Will we have the staying power? It is human 

nature to become excited and energetic when a project is new 

and fresh in our minds. It takes work and a true commitment 

to sustain it. I hope that when the time comes later this year 

for us to renew our partnership with the Interreligious 

Fellowship for the Homeless, we will be generous with our 

hearts and with our pocketbooks. 

"We gave to the poor regularly. It made us feel rich." 

Sam Levenson 

B'Shalom, 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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WINE 103 
WINES OF CALIFORNIA 

February 5, 2005,;.. 8 PM 

Please join us at Temple Emeth's third annual WINE 
TASTING AND DESSERT PARTY. 

Last year's well attended event - Wme 102 - featured an 
introductory lecture and discussion on wines of South 
America and Australia. This year we bring it closer to home 

with a discussion and tasting of the wines of California 

Sonoma and Napa: we have all heard of these great wine
making regions. Are there any differences? What makes 
that part of the country so perfect for successful grape 
growing? How do these wines stack up against their 

French counterparts to which they are so often compared? 

• A variety of fine wines will be available for tasting, 

along with discussion of differences between them. 
Attendance at Wine 101 or 102 is not a prerequisite! 

Dessert and coffee will be served (along with some 

more wine, of course!). 

This promises to be a fun evening, so reserve early 
and bring your friends. 

YES, I'M/WE'RE EAGER TO LEARN MORE 
ABOUT WINES FROM CALIFORNIA. 

N~, ______________________________ _ 

ADDRESS __________________________ __ 

PHONE# __________________________ __ 

E-MAIL __________________________ _ 

# OF RESERVATIONS @$35.00/person ($40.00 AT 
THE DOOR) ____ _ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED $ ______ __ 

Please return this form BY FEBRUARY 1. 2005 to: TEMPLE 
EMETH, 1666 WINDSOR ROAD, TEANECK, N.J. 07666 

Attn: Maddy Wolf or Bill Graizel. 

Is this a fun temple, or what? 

T 
E 
M 
P 
L 
E 

E 
M 
E 
T 
H 
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College KidsJ Corner 
By Ben Wolf, guest writer 

Recently I had the opportunity to join 150 other 

Reform Jewish college students at the 2004 Kesher 

Convention in Chicago. It was an amazing four-day 

conference that brought together Reform Jewish leaders 

from more than 75 college campuses in the U.S. and 

Canada. 

Throughout the weekend I had a chance to catch up 

with some friends I haven' t seen for a while, including 

Temple Emeth' s own Manda Graizel. 

Kesher is part of the Union for Reform Judaism (URJ). 

Kesher is Hebrew for "connection". The annual convention 

is one of many programs that bring students together to 

discuss issues relevant to Reform Jewish college 

students. Some of the issues that we face today are 

pluralism on campus, advocacy for Israel and what it 

means to be a Reform Jew. One of the speakers was 

Dru Greenwood (immediate past URJ Director of 

Outreach and Temple Emeth member). The workshops 

we attended were very informative, but also fun. 

I hope to take everything I learned back to Duke. 

Personally, I believe that I have grown as a Refonn Jew 

and hope to share some of the lessons I learned this 

weekend with my peers at Duke. 

P.S. The winner of the "Did you pay attention in 

Religious School- Cluznukah edition" was Sarah Breslow. 

Oon~t forget 
tooraer 

your 
Shalach ManDt! 
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It is a rare lUXUry and pleasure to reap the rewards. Here at Temple Emeth's ECC, our branches 

Blmtf,'lUllDi~iI'd~.Iil .. te... be able to organize my thoughts are as strong as they are unique. As with real trees, though 

around something other than a date 

on the calendar. It is, however, our 

most recent holiday - Tu B' Shevat -

that has brought me to this month's 

message. If we think of the Early 

Childhood Center as a tree, we can 

envision the trunk as the Temple leadership and administration, 

the sturdy base upon which all growth depends. The children, 

of course, are our fruit: sweet, delicious, ripe for learning, the 

product of our collective nurturing. 

But just as no tree could exist without branches, no school 

could exist without teachers. Just as the branches connect the 

trunk and the fruit, so it is that our teachers provide the daily 

connection, the nourishment, the values and philosophies, 

which we seek to impart to our children, whom we hope will 

DORA GELD FRIEDMAN 

"Just as the hand 
held before the eye 
can hide the tallest 
mountain, so can 
the routine of every
day life keep us 

from seeing the vast radiLlnce and the secret 
wonders thatfill the world." 

(From the Chasidic Tradition) 

Wonder Making 
If you walk into our school any Sunday morning, you 

will come upon a wonderful sight - young adults, grad

uates of our religious school, participating and helping in 

so many important ways to make our religious school a 

success. 

Our madrichim and madrichot (guides to learning and 

behaving) are special. They do so much in the classroom 

and in our school. Yes, they help pass out juice and cook

ies, flyers, and tzedakah boxes; but they also tutor one-

rooted in common ground, no two are alike. Our teachers 

bring a multitude of strengths and a diversity of backgrounds 

to their work. Among us we have two Special Education 

teachers, a CPA, a gourmet cooking instructor, a fashion and 

interior designer, a gifted artist and photographer, and a 

dedicated professional with 30-plus years as an early 

childhood educator. 

With the continued support provided by our temple/trunk, 

and the strength and encouragement of our teacherlbranches, 

we look forward to continuing to watch our children/fruit 

grow - as individuals yet as something greater than themselves 

- healthy and strong. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• . 
on-one. They lead games and small group discussions. 

They sometimes read a story or serve as an extra shoul-

der to lean on. 

Our madrichim and madrichot make it possible for us 

to create a fully participating learning environment. They 

add immeasurably to the "family feeling" and teaching 

team at Temple Emeth. 

They are another pair of eyes, hands, and ears to 

observe and listen and provide feedback. They are role 

models who continue in an active way their involvement 

and participation in Judaism. 

Who are they? They are Elizabeth Agababa, Laura 

Breznick, Adam Gallob, Aaron Gagliardi, Alex 

Hoffman, Sara Klausner, Daniel Kohane, Danielle 

Lazarus, Meredith Leeman, Marjorie Scher, Melanie 

Torres, and Emily Villany. 

They are the "Wonder Makers". 

Bnvracha, 

·~~fi.~h-
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STEVEN LEEMAN 
l.EA1101l ASSOClAn;/ SALES 1UP11!SL'ITA11V£ 

CLASSIC R EALTY GROUP 
2050 CnJter Avenue, Suite 100 

Fort Lu. NT 07024 

Offiu: 201 -585-8080 x139 
Fax: 201 -585-8558 
Cell: 201 -970-9726 

Emuil: steveleems@aol.com 

lB 

HOWARD M. KAPLAN 
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 

41 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

MEMBER, NATIONAL ACADEMY OF 
ELDER LAW ATTORNEYS 

PERSONAL INJURY 
MUNICIPAL COURT 

BANKRUPTCY 

REAL ESTATE LAW 
WILLS & ESTATES 

GENERAL LITIGATION 
1086 TEANECK ROAD 

P.O. BOX 78 
TEANECK, NJ 

E-MAIL: HOWARDKAPL@AOL.COM 

TEL. 201-833-4300 FAX 201-833-4860 
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- r.R l~~ I m Trouble ~!~.~ 
Grandfathers 

By Bob Spiewak 

Press 1, Press 2 
Just pick up the phone? 

Yes, you can dial the number 
But what happens when you do? 

Except for family and friends 
A taped voice responds to you 
Press 1 and then press 2 and 3 

And maybe 4 or more 
Just take a little tip from me 

Instructions just ignore! 
Figure out which number 

Will cause you to spend dough 
And you'll receive a prompt reply 

And your request will flow 
Arrange to have your call now sent 

To the party that you wish 
And if you're asked about your goof 

Say anything on your dish! 
This procedures' not quite honest 

I'm the first one to admit 
But it will serve YOUR purpose 

And that's the best of it! 

VALENTINE P. BLOCH, D.D.S. 
NORTON J. BLOCH, D.D.S. 
SHEELPA SHAH, DJ.D. 

RJCHARD S. GERTLER, D.M.D 
MICHELLE BLOCH, D.D.S. 

RICHARD SZUMITA, D.D.S. 
NJSP # 3865 

DRS. BLOCH & GERTLER 
General Dentistry 

100 STATE STREET ' TEANECK ' NEW JERSEY 07666 

201-837-3000 • Fax 201-837-0997 
www.teaneckdentist.com 
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I Rabbi Joshua Tra!htenberq 
I Memorial Library .QP..l!.q.(~; 

QUICK 
REFERENCE 

I 
I ACCREDITED BY THE ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LIBRARIES 

By Richard Barnett York City's 92nd Street Y (www.92y.org). Such diverse 

attractions as the Tokyo String Quartet's performance of 

Precisely 350 years ago, in 1654, a band of 23 Dutch music by Jewish composers; a virtual tour of New York 

Jewish settlers from Recife, Brazil, set sail for New City's Lower East Side; a lecture on the status of the Bible 

Amsterdam (now New York) on the ship Sainte Catherine to in contemporary America; and an examination of the works 

escape Portuguese rule and the Inquisition. Just their luck, of Philip Roth, Art Spiegelman, and Michael Chabon await 

waiting for them in the New World was Peter Stuyvesant, you there. 

New Amsterdam's Governor, who labeled them "blasphe- And next time you're near Temple Emeth's Rabbi Joshua 

mers of the name of Christ" and attempted to expel the new Trachtenberg Memorial Library, check out the American 

immigrants. But as you might expect, Jewish persistence Jewish Historical Society's timeline (www.ajhs.org) entitled 

paid off and they prevailed and settled anew. "350 Years of the Jewish People in America" outside the door. 

Today, so many years after that voyage, America is awash It runs from the New Amsterdam arrival through Florida's 

in celebration of what has become the ever-expanding North David Levy Yulee's becoming the first Jewish U.S. senator 

American Jewish community. Through the forged efforts of and the first Jew in the U.S. Congress (1841). It continues 

the U.S. Library of Congress, the National Archives and with the founding of The Jewish Daily Forward (1897) 

Records Administration, th~ American Jewish Historical through Albert Einstein's being among the early waves of " 

Society, and the Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the German Jews to flee Nazi Germany and finding refuge in 

American Jewish Archives at Hebrew Union College in 

Cincinnati, Ohio, a major exhibition, "From Haven to 

Home: 350 Years of Jewish History in America," has been 

assembled. 

The impressive display will grace New York City's Center 

for Jewish History (15 West 16th Street), from May 15th, 

through September 15th, 2005, with the likes of President 

George Washington's letter to the Newport, Rhode Island, 

Jewish community, pledging nationwide religious liberty; 

Emma Lazarus's handwritten sonnet, "The New Colossus," 

which adorns the Statue of Liberty; President Harry 

Truman's telegram recognizing Israeli statehood, and much 

more. The exhibit is currently on view at the Museum 

Center in Cincinnati, with a tour in Los Angeles's Skirball 

Museum after it wows New York City. 

In the meantime, Jews from across the nation and around 

the world may avail themselves of lectures and concerts and 

plenty of additional hoopla highlighting our rich heritage in 

America for more than three-and-a-half centuries at New 

America, right into the 21st Century, when Connecticut 

Democratic Senator Joseph Lieberman became the first 

Jewish vice presidential candidate of a major political party. 

Then, wend your way inside to peruse a number of books 

targeting American-Jewish history, including the following 

(They're yours, of course, for the borrowing.): American 

Judaism: A History, by Jonathan D. Sarna, explores the 

ways in which Judaism adapted during its 350 years in 

America. A Portion of the People: Three Hundred Years of 

Southern Jewish Life, edited by Theodore Rosengarten and 

Dale Rosengarten, shines the spotlight on Jewish life in 

Charleston, South. Carolina. Coming to America: Jewish 

Americans, by Robert Stein, homes in on the three waves of 

Jewish persecution and immigration from South America, 

Germany, and Eastern Europe and Russia, and details the 

vibrant culture that each wave brought with it. The Jews in 

America, by Arthur Hertzberg, is a challenging revisionist 

history of the Jewish experience in America, with the author 

examining pervasive ethnic tensions in our nation. 
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JOSEPH MIZRAHI 
Phone 384-7100 • 
Fax:384-0303 _ .. 

Faa. Villoge 
Kealia 1>el.ieof.e66ea 

Home Made Kosher Delicacies 
Appetizers, Delicatessen & Party Catering 

469 So. Washington Avenue 
Bergenfield, N.J.07621 

Dine In or Out 

(Corner Washington Ave.] and New Bridge Road) 

since 1954 

Bergen County Refonn Temple Memorial Association 
A non-profit organization 

Serving Temple Emeth and Congregation Beth Am 

Burial plots at reasonable prices 

at Beth Am: 
Irwin Brownstein 
836-9444 

Q;k; 

at Temple Emeth: 
David Fox 836-0260 
Eric Loeb 692-0211 

(201) 836-5247 
FAX (201) 836-1857 

License No.01161-A 

DeGraw Service Center 

"YOUR COMPLETE AUTO CARE CENTER" 
• COLLISION REPAIR· BRAKES & TRANSMISSIONS 

.PAINTING & WELDING. AIR CONDmONING & HEATING 

335 QUEEN ANNE ROAD 
TEANECK, NJ 07666 

RAY BARBARINI 
Owner 

201-287-0399 

Simchas Bru:IB~t Mitzvah C~, l~ 
Sp'''''"'''' _ 

J2Ltliens'lJl1{e'Y 
Cakes • Bread • Pastries 

Birthday Cakes 
Baked Daily 

1 61 Cedar Lane 
Teaneck, NJ 07666 

C§meth bulletin 

NEW JERSEY.WEST 
HUDSON VALLEY 
COUNCIL 

Save the Date! 
Shabbat Ki Tissa, FEBRUARY 26, 2005 

DARSHAN: RABBI LANCE SUSSMAN 
Reform Congregation Keneseth Israel, Elkins Park, PA 

Former Chairman, Judaic Studies Department, 
Binghamton University-SUNY 

TEMPLE EMANU-EL, WESTFIELD, NJ 
8:45 AM TO 5: 15 PM 

$36.00 Per Person 
Spend Shabbat in Study, Worship & Song 

• Torah study opportunities with regional 
rabbis, cantors and educators 

• Workshops led by regional clergy 
• Social interaction with congregants from 

throughout the region 
• Lunch followed by z'rnirot 

• S'udah Shlishit 
• Havdalah Service 

Complete Shabbat Experience! 

I'll be there! Please return to:Shabbaton, Union For 

Reform Judaism, 56 Ridgewood Road, Washington Twp. , 

NJ 07676· Phone: 201.722.9090 

Name: _________________ _ 

Address: ________________ _ 

City, State, Zip: _____________ _ 

Phone: _______ _ 

E-Mail: _______________ _ 

Congregation: _______________ _ 

City, State: _______________ _ 

# People Attending @ $36.00 Per Person 

$ Enclosed 
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H ouse ...... . 
Committee Report 

Good News! The replacement of the 

roofs over the Sanctuary and Cantor's 

office has been completed after many 

years of repeated repairs. To all our 

generous members who came forward 

to help with this much-needed project, 

we extend grateful thanks. 

The next major project in the build

ing will be the solution to the moisture 

problem in the dead air space between 

the Sanctuary ceiling and the roof. 

This problem is not related to the pre

vious roof problem but to the structur

al design of the Sanctuary when it was 

originally built. Venting this dead air 

space will be a complicated and expen

sive project, requiring several different 

contractors, each with hislher own area 

of expertise. The entire job will take 

several weeks to complete and will 

include replacement of the now-dam

aged ceiling area. Because of the 

extensive nature of this repair, the 

Sanctuary will need to be closed for 

part of the work time. Therefore, this 

project will be scheduled in the sum

mer in order to cause the least amount 

of disruption within the building. 

David Paul has agreed to manage this 

project, for which we thank him. 

The back driveway has been patched 

to ftll in the worst potholes. The entire 

driveway needs to be re-paved but this 

is now on hold in light of the heavy 

expenditures on other projects. Many 

thanks go to Sy Lazar for his tremen

dous effort in getting estimates on 

replacement and for arranging for 

these temporary repairs to be made. 

The Security/Safety Committee is 

moving forward under the able super

vision of Steve Chaiken and Marc 

Chelemer. We'll keep you updated on 

their activities. 

Solar Energy: We are investigating 

the possibility of solar panels to reduce 

our energy costs. A non-profit organi

zation called GreenFaith, led by a 

Minister and a Rabbi, helps Houses of 

Worship procure grants that provide 

funds to install these panels. If we are 

eligible to receive one of these grants, 

there would be valuable savings on our 

utility bills. We are pursuing this pos

sible remedy to our soaring and astro

nomical energy costs. Stay tuned. 

Miracle of miracles: Pam Etzin has 

graciously offered to be our Plant 

Angel. She will, we're sure, nurse our 

plants back to good health from their 

present droopy state. If you would like 

to assist her in this, please let her know 

or put a note in the House Committee 

box. 

The Beautification Fund is always 

in need of funds for various projects 

not covered under the House 

Committee budget. Recently complet

ed projects include the installation of 

new exterior doors, new lighting 

throughout the building and several 

other necessary repairs. There are 

many things still needed. Please think 

of this Fund when you honor or memo

rialize someone, or consider making a 

donation, in any amount, to help with 

our continuing effort to create and 

maintain a beautiful Temple environ

ment. We thank all those who have 

contributed in the past and we look for

ward to welcoming new "angels". 

Bea Westin, Chair 

The House and the Security/Safety 

Committee and the Beautification Fund 
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Strategic Planning 
Update ........................ . 

Are you aware that Temple Emeth has 
a Strategic Planning Committee? The 
committee invites all interested congre
gants to hear more about the commit
tee's work at an informational forum. 
For the convenience of all, two forums 
will be held: Sunday, February 13, at 
10:30 a.m. and Wednesday, February 
16, at 7:30 p.m. Come hear about the 
status of the committee's activities, ask 

questions and offer comments on the 
issues and topics under discussion: 

- Our mission and vision for the 
Temple's future 

- Our Temple's core values 
- Membership 
- Finances 
- Leadership development 

As part of its work so far, the group as a 
whole carried out an activity facilitated by 
advisors from the VJA. Committee mem- . 
bers were directed to envision that they 
were on a short airplane ride sitting next to 
a stranger and the topic of the moment 
was ''Why do we go to Temple Emeth?" 
The activity helped members of the group 
envision all the positive attributes about 
Temple Emeth and its people, and some 
of the responses helped them through the 
difficult work of the evening. 

In smaller groups, members analyzed 
the reports and work of each of the sub
committees to focus on questions that 
each group would need to clarify for 
the following meetings. They also 
evaluated changes that the smaller 
groups would like to see the subcom

mittees make to their reports and plans. 
Committees on Leadership, 

Financial Stability, Membership, 
Mission, Vision and Core Values were 

each given an opportunity to have their 
work examined by the larger group. 
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Leah Staffin, Rebecca Dillon and Anna 

Gionet, 6th grade students in Temple 

Emeth's Religious School, responded quick

ly to the tsunami disaster. They collected 

medicine, lightweight clothing, blankets 

and non-perishable food items for donation. 

They said "it feels good to do a mitzvah!" 
Photo by Gail Talcoff. 

~BODGET 

..... et Print ee., 
426 Ceder 1.." TeIlltCk, N.J. 692·1412 
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What they did (and will do) on 
their SummerVacation (and 
you can, too) 

Would you like to sing Sim Shalom with the composers? 

Or Mi she Beirach with Debbie Friedman? Two Temple 

Emeth members who have are inviting you to join them this 

summer for more of the same at the annual Summer Kallab 

sponsored by the Union for Reform Judaism. This year's 

Kallab will be held at Franklin Pierce College in Rindge, New 

Hampshire, from Thesday, July 19th to Sunday, July 24th. 

Linda Poskanzer and Judith Bitterman describe the URJ 

Summer Kallab as a study retreat that brings together 

renowned and respected scholars from all branches of 

Judaism and a group of avid, curious, learners for six days 

of learning, singing, worshipping and a sense of communi

ty unparalleled anywhere. 

Making new friendships with faculty and learners alike occurs in 

classrooms, at meals, and on breaks. Evenings are a time for socializ

ing or listening to a lectme or concert as the entire community gathers 

to sing or listen. They describe worship experiences, with singing and 

chanting - and sometimes dancing - as an unparalleled occasion for 

spiritual renewal, as well as an opportunity to deepen your commit

ment to Reform Judaism. 

For more information, visit the URJ website at 

www.utj.orWeducate/ka1lah, send e-mail to educate@wj.org or 

call the URJ office in New York at 212-650-4087. 

FOOT & ANKLE CENTER 
of FORT LEE 

Dr. Elliot L. Plotkin 
Board Certified in Podiatric 
Surgery and Orthopedics 

185 Bridge Plaza North 
Fort Lee, NJ 07024 

Tel: (201) 363-9844 
Fax: (201) 363-9662 



Sat. 5 

Sun. 6 

Mon. 7 

Sat.12 

Sun 13 

Mon. 14 

Temple Emeth 
February 1-17, 2005 22 Shevat- 8 Adar I, 5765 

Friday, Feb 4 Shabbat Mishpatim 
Candle-/ighting- 4:57 p.m. 

K-2 grade Religious School Dinner 
Family Service at 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Feb. 5 Morning Service at 10:30 a.m. 
The Kiddush is being sponsored by Judy Berk-Levine and Ed Levine 

Torah Portion: Exodus 21:1-24:18 Haftarah-Jermiah 34:8-22: 33:25-26 

9:10 am Torah Study Tues. 8 7:·00 pm Religious School Comm. Mtg. 
10:30 am Shabbat Services Mini University 

8:00 pm Wine Tasting 103 7:30 pm Lit from the Jewish Prespective 
8:40 pm Midrash Leviticus Rabbah 

9:00 am 5th grade Family Ed. Day 
9:00 am 6th grade Field Trip Wed. 9 12:00 pm Lunch and Learn 
9:00 am Social Action Committee Mtg. 6:15 pm Etz Chayim Rehearsal 
6:00 pm Overflow Shelter 7:30 pm Kol Emeth Rehearsal 

10:45 am Yiddish Class Thur. 10 8:00 pm Board of Trustees Meeting 
2:30 pm to 8:00 pm BLOOD DRIVE 

9:10 am 
9:30 am 

10:30 am 

10:00 am 
10:30 am 

12:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

10:45 am 

Fri. 11 10:00 am Membership Committee Mtg. 

Friday, Feb. 11 Shabbat Terumah 
Candle-lighting - 5:06 p.m. 

Shabbat Service at 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday, Feb. 12 Morning Service at 10:30 a.m. 
The Kiddush is being sponsored by The Renaissance Group 

Torah Portion: Exodus 25:1-27:19 Haftarah Portion: I Kings 5:26-6:13 

Torah Study Tues. 15 7:00 pm Strategic Planning Mtg. 
Tot Shabbat Mini University 
Shabbat Service . 7:30 pm Literature from a Jewish Perspective 

8:40 pm Midrash Leviticus Rabbah 
Caring Committee Meeting 

Strategic Planning Meeting- Wed. 16 12:00 pm Lunch and Learn 
Open Session for Congregants 6:15 pm Etz Chayim Rehearsal 

11 th & 12th grade Pizza with 7:30 pm Kol Emeth Rehearsal 
Rabbi Sirbu 7:30 pm Strat.egic Planning Open Session 
Overflow Shelter for Congregants 

Yiddish Class Thurs. 17 8:00 pm Ritual Committee Meeting 
8:00 pm Book Group at Eileen Cohen's home 



Februa 

6 
27 SH 

9:00 am 5th .gr. Fam. Ed Day 
9:00 am 6th grade Field Trip 
9:00 am Social Action 

Committee Meeting 
6:00 pm Overflow Shelter 

7 
28 SHEVA 

10:45 am Speak, Laugh, Enjoy 
Yiddish 

2:30 pm to 8:00 pm 
ANNUAL BLOOD DRIVE 

Perspective 
8:40 pm Midrash Leviticus 

Rabbah 

29 

pm R.S. Comm. Mtg. 
Mini University 

pm Lit. from Jew. 
Prespective 

pm Midrash Leviticus 
Rabbah 

1.o~~ C,ri" Co~:R 1~.4~ 
5ADARI115 

Speak, Laugh, Enjoy _ 17:00 pm Stratigic Planning Mtg. 

6ADAR 

10:30 am Strategic Planning 
Open Session 

12:00 pm II th 12th grade Pizza 
with Rabbi 

6:00 pm Overflow Shelter 

20 
11 ADAR 

'10 RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
6:00 pm Overflow Shelter 

27 
18ADAR 

1:30 pm Jewish Learning 
'roject (lLP) at the Y -JCC in 
NashingtQn Township 

6:00 pm Overflow Shelter 

Yiddish Mini University 
:30 pm Lit from Jew. 

Prespective 
pm Midrash Leviticus 

Rabbah 

12ADARI122 13ADAR 

I~ashington's Birthday INO ECC 
CLOSED NO REUGIOUS SCHOOL 

19ADAR I 

10:45 am Speak, Laugh. Enjoy 
Yiddish 

:00 pm Scholar-in-Residence 
Committee Meeting 

12:00 pm Lunch and Learn I 8:00 pm Exec. Comm. Mtg. 
6: IS pm Etz Chayim Rehearsal 
7:30 pm Kol Emeth Rehearsal 

K-2 gr. R.S. Dinner 
Family Service 

I ......... auua' Ends: 6:09 
9: 10 am Torah Study 

0:30 am Shabbat Service 
8:00 pm Wine Tasting 

30 SHEVA 

10 1 ADARII 11 2ADARI112 3ADAR 

12:00 pm Lunch and Learn 
pm Etz Chayim Rehearsal 

.30 pm Kol Emeth Reharsal 

8:00 pm Bd of Trustees Mtg. 
(March bulletin deadline) 

5:06 Birthday 

0:00 am Membership . IUshabbat Ends: 6: 17 
Committee ~eetmg 9:10 am Torah Study 

8:00 pm Shabbat Service 9:30 am Tot Shabbat . 

10:30 am Shabbat Service 

16 7ADARI17 8ADARli18 9ADARI119 10ADAR 

pm Lunch and Learn 7:30 pm 
pm Etz Chayim Rehearsal 8:00 pm 

pm Kol Emeth Rehearsal 
pm Strategic Planning 

Open Session 

ECC 
REUGIOUS SCHOOL 

7:30 pm Kol Emeth Rehearsal 

Ritual Comm. Mtg. 
·Book Group at Eileen 

Cohen's home 

15ADAR 

:15 
Kallah Weekend at Pearl 

River Hilton Begins 
8:00 pm Music Service 

5 
5:23 
ECC 

16ADAR 

8:00 pm Shabbat Service 
Kol Emeth sings 

I ....... uauua' Ends: 6:26 
9:10 am Torah Study 

10:30 am Shabbat Service 

10:30 am Shabbat Service 

IN 



Good and Welfare 

Condolences to ... 
Robert Baumol on the passihg of his beloved 

mother, Florence Kempen. 
Rabbi Gerald (and Dora Friedman) on the 

. passing of his beloved father, Yidel Friedman 

Mazel Tov to ... 
Glenda and Martin Adelman on the birth of 

their new granddaughter, Jessie Sara Adelman, 
daughter of Pamela and Steven Adelman 

Marion and Seymour Schechter on the Bar 
Mitzvah of their grandson, Yehuda Strauss in 
Israel. 

Get Well Wishes to ... 
Marty Berck 
Rosaline Cantor 
Edith Fox 

URJ ASIAN 
EARTHQUAKE RELIEF FUND 

It is clear that the assistance of the international 
community is needed to help those who 

survived the earthquake and tidal wave rebuild 
their lives. The Union for Reform Judaism has 

opened a special fund . 
If you wish to make a donation, please make 

out your checks to the Union for Reform 
Judaism and write ( in the memo area)"Asian 

Earthquake Relief Fund". 
Mail to: 

Union for Reform Judaism 
Attn: Asian Earthquake Disaster Relief Fund 

633 Third Ave. 7th Floor 
New York, NY 10017 

The URJ also has up to date information on the 
web go to: http://urj.org/relief for links to other 

relief funds. 

BECOME A BUDDY 

TEANECK COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE 
AT TEMPLE 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2005 
2:30 pm to 8:00 pm 

Blood ... the Gift of Life 
We are again hosting the annual blood drive for 

the community. No need to pre-regist to give 
blood, just show up. Only restrictions: you must be 

at least 17 years old, weigh at least 110 Ibs. not 
be taking drugs such as cumidian. 

Kosher Refreshments will be served. 

BUY SUPERMARKET SCRIP 

Did you know that you can support Temple 
Emeth at no cost to youself? For each $100 of 
market scrip that you purchase through Temple 
Emeth, we keep $5.00. This is credited against 
your $200 annual assessment. The more scrip· 
that you buy throughout the year the less you 
need to spend out of pocket. 

Scrip is available for Shop Rite, Stop n' Shop, 
Kings, and Pathmark in $100 increments. It can 
be purchased weekdays in the Temple office, on 
Sundays from 10:45 am to 11:15 am in the lobby · 
and in the gift shop or by getting in touch with 
our neighborhood captains: 

Teaneck - Ted Greenwood (201) 692-8156 
Tenafly - Don Kaplan (201) 568-5189 
Hackensack - Sy Lazar (201) 498-9563 

The Membership Committee is looking for temple members to volunteer to be a "buddy" to a new 
member. Join someone at an Oneg or special Temple event, make a new memberfeel welcome at 
our wonderful Temple. 
More information will be in the next mid-month mailing and you can call/email Carol Shansky with 
questions: (201) 569-4877 or email heratcshansky@verizon.net 



. Don'l forgello buY 
Shalach Manol for vour 

Temple friends! 

Celebrate p'urjm at Temple Emeth 

Sunday, March 20 at 9:30 a.M. 
pUrjm Carnjval jn the Socjal Hall 

Get rE18dy for Purim by playing games and eating snacks at our annual Purim Carnival. Fun for all ages! 

ThursdaY, March 2q. at 7:30 P.M. 
pUrjm Servjces and Meglilah Readjng 

Wear your costume and bring your grogger as we sing our prayers to silly tunes and hear the 
heroic story of Esther. See out how the Rabbi and Cantor will dress up this year. 

Save the Date 
Rabbi Louis J. Sigel Scholar-in-Residence Weekend 

Temple Emeth ~velcomes Rabbi Michael J. Cook 
AprilS ·}O, 2005 

II Judaism and Christianity: 
Where Have We Been and Where Are We' Going?" 

Friday, April 8 at 8:00 p.m.: One Year Later: Recharting Our Ways through the Mel Gibson 
Maze (Its Abiding Impact for the Future) 

Saturday, April 8 at 8:10 a.m.: Was the Last Supper a Passover Seder? 
Saturday, April 8 at 1:00 p.m.: Judaism and Christianity in the Holy Land 
Sunday, April 10 at 10:45 a.m.: The Divestment Issue: What's Gone Awry with Some of Our 

liberal Protestant Friends? 

If you are interested in sponsoring or helping to coordinate this exciting weekend of 
learning. please contact ev~nt co-chairs linda Poskanzer (201-342-1746) or Elaine Pollack 
. (201-385-2085). . 



(§meth bulletin 

Record 225 attend 
Family Chanukah 
Celebration 

The Membership Committee's fifth 

Annual Chanukah Dinner was a rous
ing success drawing a record 225 
members and guests of all ages - fill
ing the sanctuary and social hall. 
Many new member families attended 
and were welcomed as special guests. 

The Membership Committee 
extends thanks to the Outreach and 
Children's Worship Committees for 
their help and commitment. Special 
thanks go to Karen Kaplan and Ken 
Rutz for helping to keep the kitchen 
sane and orderly, to Ruth Adler and 
Carlene Fleishman for their work as 
committee members, and to Rabbi 
Sirbu, Rabbi Sigel, David Kohane, 
Cantor Tilem and Etz Chaim for mak
ing the Chanukah dinner a warm, spir
itual and festive celebration. 

Membership Committee 
Carol Shansky, Chairperson, and 

Shana Janoff, Dinner Chair 

i8.enal!16attc.e ~rnup 
As the Renaissance Group 

approaches its 10th Anniversary next 
fall, the calendar crowds up with a 
variety of programs and events. Along 
with the beginning of this New Year, 
Renaissance Chair Barbara Kaufman 
welcomed Elaine Pollack as the new 
Co-chair. Elaine brings with her a 
wealth of fresh ideas for creative pro
gramming and events. 

The Renaissance Group will sponsor 
an extended Kiddush following 
Shabbat morning services on February 
12th. All Renaissance Group mem
bers and their guests are encouraged 
to attend services and stay for the 
Kiddush. This event is part of a series 
of Kiddushim being sponsored by var
ious Temple organizations as a way of 
reintroducing congregants to the beau
ty of the Shabbat morning service 
when there is no Bar Mitzvah. 

The world famous Flower Show in 
Philadelphia is the destination on 
Sunday, March 13th with a side trip to 
historic Elfreth's Alley, the oldest 
continually occupied residential street 
in America since 1755. Look for the 

TEMPLE EMETH 
BOOK GROUP 

Four Mothers by Shifra Horn will be the 
next book to be discussed by the Temple 
Emeth Book Group on Thursday evening, 
February 17th, at the home of Eileen Cohen, 
1600 Parker Ave. in Fort Lee. Call Eileen at 
201-944-3382 if you plan to attend. 
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flyer in this Bulletin and return the 
reservation form as soon as possible as 
space is limited to the capacity of the 
deluxe motor coach. Barbara and Stan 
Blumenfeld are handling arrange
ments for this unusual trip that will 
also include lunch at a Philadelphia 
landmark restaurant. 

Save Sunday, June 5th to go 
"cruisin' down the river" - the 
Hudson, that is. We' ll board the Spirit 
of New Jersey for a luncheon cruise 
around New York Harbor. Look for 
more information in future Temple 
mailings. Glenda and Martie 
Adelman are planning this memorable 
day. And a Renaissance potluck 
picnic will close out the season on 
Sunday, June 26th. 

Fifty-eight Temple members celebrated 
Chanukah on December 11th at the 
annual Chanukah Chappening co- . 
sponsored by the Renaissance Group and 
B'yachad. Special thanks go to Bea • 
Westin and Elliot and Emily Steinberg 
for organizing the party and to helpers 
Elaine Pollack, Gloria Barsky and 
Shirley and Gil Rosenzweig. 

The 2005 schedule began with an 
armchair tour of the Great 
Synagogues of Europe led by tour 
guide Oscar Israelowitz on Sunday, 
January 30th. Thanks to Shirley 
Heller for arranging this program. 

The Renaissance Group 
welcomes all Temple members who 
are "fifty-something-plus ". For 

more information, contact Barbara 

K a ufm an , 201 - 385 - 8433 , 
BKaujmanNJ@aol.com. 

•••••••••••••••••••• 
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2004 Bazaar 
Bonanza Tops 2003 

When the counting was done, profits 

from Temple Emeth's 2004 Bazaar 

topped Bazaar '03 by almost $1 ,800, 

for an approximate profit of $12,500, 

reported Bazaar Chair Sue Keusch. 
Proceeds from almost every booth 

were up from last year, with manufac
turers' samples donated by a former 

Temple member doing especially well. 

Although volunteers and helpers are 

too numerous to mention, special 

thanks go to the following: the 
Marking Team - Teri Binder, Judy 

Distler, Lorraine Fisch, Carlene 

Fleishman, Phyllis Gutfleish, Phil 

Keusch, Bev Lazar, and Esther 
. Mendelsohn; the Personnel Team -

Carla Silver and Marion Wolf; the one-

• man Gift Certificate and Publicity 
Team - Sy Lazar; the Temple Emeth 

Office Team - Marion, Tsilla, Sandra 
and Carol; the Custodian Team -

Ramon, Socrates, Hugo and Jose. 
Thanks also go to Barbara Balkin for 
signage and photos, and to Pauline 
Hecht, B' yachad and the Temple 

Emeth Youth Group for setting up and 
staffing the Food Court. 

The Help Wanted sign is posted for 
next year's Bazaar chair as Sue is 

announcing her retirement after seven 

years at the helm. There's room at the 

top for multiple chairpeople and appli

cations are currently being accepted by 

President Larry Silver. 

The success of this year's Bazaar 

was due in no small part to the contri

butions of many area merchants. 

Please patronize and thank the follow

ing local businesses: 

Animations, Athens Bakery, Bake & 

Bagel, B.L.D. Fine Art Ltd., 

Butterflake Bakery, Chopstix, Curves, 
Dougie 's Bar-B-Que & Grill, Eco 

Galleria, Marriott at Glenpointe, 

Noah' s Ark, Parkview Pharmacy, 
Shelley's, Stone Center for Yoga and 

Health, Stop & Shop, Taipei Noodle 

House, Three Star Bagels, True Value 
Hardware, all in Teaneck; Applebee's -

Allendale; Bensi Restaurant - Park 
Ridge ; Bergen County Players -

Oradell; Campmor - Upper Saddle 

River; Clinton Inn - Tenafly; Country 

Pancake House - Ridgewood; Forum 

Theatre Co. - Metuchen; Foster Village 
Deli - Bergenfield; Garage Theater 

Group - Tenafly; George St. Playhouse 
- New Brunswick; Giovanni 's Italian 

Cuisine - Elmwood Park; Good Times 

Restaurant 

Restaurant 

Restaurant 
Hasbrouck 

- Fair Lawn; Hanami 

Cresskill; Hanarni 
- Westwood; Hilton -
Heights; Hilton - Pearl 

River; Houston' s Restaurant 
Hackensack; Khaki 's - Englewood; 
Madeleine's Petit Paris - Northvale; 
Medieval Times - Lyndhurst; Outback 
Steakhouse - Rochelle Park; Paper 
Mill Playhouse - Millburn; Pathrnark; 
Playwrights Theatre Madison; 
Ramada Inn - Rochelle Park; Rudy's 

Restaurant - Hackensack; Sanducci's 

Trattoria - River Edge; Shop-Rite; 

Sportsworld - Paramus; State Theatre

New Brunswick; Theater Under the 

Stars - West Orange; Trattoria Fratelli -

Ridgewood; Waterloo Sue's Restaurant 

- Hackensack; Zohair & Co. - Fort Lee. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

@meth bulletin 

News from Israel 
Once again the "conversion 
issue" is on the rocks 

The Israel Religious Action Center 
(IRAC) has protested the latest move 
in what is a tug of war between Israel's 
Prime Minister and the Chief 
Rabbinate over procedures for conver
sions. Last year PM Ariel Sharon said 
he would seek to ease restrictions cur
rently preventing hundreds of thou
sands of mostly Soviet-born immi
grants from being recognized as Jews. 
He appointed a special task force and 
more recently announced that jurisdic
tion for the country's conversion courts 
would pass from the Chief Rabbinate 
to his own office. 

However, just before the High Holy 
Days, the Ministry of Justice - which 
absorbed many of the mechanisms of 
the recently disbanded Ministry of 
Religious Affairs and seems to be 
involved in the tug of war - published 
an official "gazette" with rules for con
versions that bypassed the task force. 
A statement by Rabbi Gilad Kariv, 
Director of IRAC's Public Policy and 
Social Action Department, called the 
incident "another link in the chain of 
attempts to sabotage conversion 
efforts. Israel's Liberal Movement 
views these rules as aimed against the 
Prime Minister's efforts to ease the 
immigrants ' plight, and in direct con
tradiction to the High Court of Justice 
rulings on conversion. 

This is an ongoing saga, with 
Orthodox institutions intent on retain
ing their strangle hold on the lives of 
candidates for conversion while hold
ing at bay the Reform and 
Conservative organizations' attempts 
to offer alternative steps to conversion . 
Stay tuned! 

Gloria Barsky, 
ARZA Representative 



@meth bulletin 

Temple Emeth 
B'Yachad 

Invites all Temple members to brunch on 

Sunday, March 6th, 2005 
Short service begins at 10:00 a.m.; brunch begins 

at 1030. Rabbi Sirbu will discuss: 

"How does the Iraq war affect Israel?" 

When the Iraq war started in 2003, Israelis were 
overwhelmingly in favor. This year Israelis sup

ported the re-election of President Bush in far 

greater numbers than American Jews. Must we 
interpret this to mean that the Iraq war is good for 

Israel? American Jews have the proper distance to 

make objective evaluations. Rabbi Sirbu will 
explore the possible criteria for determining what is 
"good" for Israel, and encourage, others to share 

their opinions. 

Please return coupon below to the Temple office by 
February 27th. 

Admission is $5 per person; $7 after February 27th. 

For more information, contact Elliot Steinberg, 
201-836-3423; emma49@msn.com 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO 
TEMPLE EMETH B'YACHAD. 

I/we will attend the B 'yachad breakfast on 
Sunday, March 6th, 2005. 

Name. __________________________ ___ 

Phone __________________________ _ 

Number Attending~ __ 

Amount Enclosed @ $5 each (before Feb. 27th) 

$7 (after Feb. 27th) 
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i!{tuai!nuutCt ~rnup 
Board the Renaissance Express 

for Historic Philadelphia on 

SUNDAY, MARC'H 13TH, 2005 

Explore dozens of gardening styles at the world 

famous Philadelphia Flower Show with thousands 

of take-home ideas for both the weekend 

gardener and the window gardener. 

Plus - Walk in the footsteps of history as we take a side 

trip to Elfreth's Alley the oldest continually occupied residen
tial street in America since 1755. 

The deluxe motor coach will leave Temple Emeth promptly 

at 9:30 a.m. and return approximately 7 p.m. 
$65 for Renaissance Group members; $75 for guests. 

Includes roundtrip transportation, lunch at a favorite 

Philadelphia restaurant, admission to the Flower Show, snacks 
on the way home, and all gratuities. 

Reserve early. Space is limited to the capacity of the bus. 

For more information, contact Barbara and Stan Blumenfeld, 
201-836-3385, stanblum@earthlink.net; or Barbara Kaufman, 

201-385-8433, BKaufmanNJ@aol.com. 

PLEASE RETURN COUPON BELOW TO 
THE TEMPLE OFFICE. 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO 
The Temple Emeth Renaissance Group 

I1We would love to visit the Philadelphia Flower Show on 

Sunday, March 13th, 2005. 

NAME(s) _____________ _ 

PHONE# _____________ _ 

E-MA~ ___________________________ __ 

ENCLOSED IS $ ______________ _ 

@ $65 Renaissance Group members; $75 guests 
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On the Lighter Side: 
What If These Famous People Had Jewish Mothers ? 

MONA LISA'S JEWISH MOTHER: "This you call 
a smile, after all the money your father and I spent 
on braces?" 

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS' JEWISH MOTHER: 
"I don't care what you've discovered, you still 
should have written." 

MICHELANGELO'S JEWISH MOTHER: "Why 
can't you paint on walls like other children? Do 
you know how hard it is to get that schmutz off 
of the ceiling?" 

NAPOLEON'S JEWISH MOTHER: "All right, if 
your're not hiding your report card inside your 
jacket, take your hand out of there and show me!" 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN'S JEWISH MOTHER: 
"Again with the hat! Why can't you wear a base
ball cap like the other kids?" 

GEORGE WASHINGTON'S JEWISH MOTHER: 
. "Next time I catch you throwing money across the 

Potomac, you can kiss your allowance good-bye! " 

'. THOMAS EDISON'S JEWISH MOTHER: "Of 
course I'm proud that you invented the electric light 
bulb. Now turn it off and go to sleep !" 

PAUL REVERE'S JEWISH MOTHER: "I don't 
care where you think you have to go, young man, 
midnight is long past your bedtime!" 

ALBERT EINSTEIN'S JEWISH MOTHER: "But 
it's your senior photograph! Couldn't you have 
done something with your hair?" 

MOSES' JEWISH MOTHER: "That's a good story ! 
Now tell me where you've really been for the last 
forty years!" 

• •••••••• • •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
• • 

~ tAC£!B~1)Y ~AIJffIJ{~ ~ 
• • • • : Looking for some party fun? : 
: Add some face or hand paintings : 
• • • • 

Fee? A donation to Temple Emethl 
Call today and book your party. 

: - Children or adult parties • Bat/Bar Mitzvahs 
• • • • • 

• Birthdays· Anniversaries • Sweet 16 
• Any party or celebration .... 

: Call Shirley Rosenzweig @20 1-224-4543. 
• • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

• 

@ meth bulletin 

PURIM 2005 

DEADLINES FOR ORDERS IS 
FEBRUARY I I, 2005 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED TO HELP 
PACKAND DELIVER ORDERS 

Packing date:Thursday, March 17,2005 

1:00 p.m-7:00 p.m. 

Delivery date: Sunday, March 20, 2005 
from 9:00 a.m. on 

Besides adult workers, we welcome 
teenagers and older children. 

It's a lot of fun, and is a great way to acquire some 

community service credit 

-Mitzvah projects for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
-High school community service 

For more information, and to volunteer, call Judy 
Fox (836-0260), Eva Tobias (836-1497) or Carol 
Levy (833-8388) 

Order forms can be downloaded at 
www.emeth.org. 

Return completed forms with your check 
to the Temple office. 

PURIM 2005 



(§meth bulletin 

Lynn Zimmering, M.A. Professional Empowerment Coach 
offers career and life coaching in confidential phone sessions 

FORWARD VISION COACHING 
Cy~lV yOUr" Y\..eM) yeaUty 

Why creep when you have the impulse to soar? 

201-960-5744 

lynn@forwardvisioncoaching.com 

TEMPLE MEMBER! 

SETH KANE, M.D. 
ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON 

277 FOREST AVENUE 
PARAMUS, NJ 

201-261-7980 

ADULT & PEDIATRIC 
JOINT SURGERY - SPORTS MEDICINE 
FRACTURES - ARTHRITIS - SPRAINS 

BACK PAIN 

p""n\fSIGBI Therapy Oenter of Teaneck PA 
194 The Plaza 

Teaneck, NJ 07666 

Harry Nafpliotis PhD PT 

Phone: 201-837-0337 
Fax: 201-837-8756 

~~ 
Wendy~W~m~e~b-~~h~D~e-ss-a~nti~· --==~====~ 

Sales RqJresentative 
Weichert President's Club 

office 201.569.7888 
fax 201.569.1631 
ceU 201.310.2255 

WendyDess@aol.com 1wt=1. 13 w. Railroad Ave. 
. . Tenafly, NT 07670 

A SpeciaJThankYou from 
Rabbi Sigel 
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Mimi and I want to take this opportunity to 

thank all of you for your expressions of condo

lence upon the death of my sister, Ruth, last 

month. We remain deeply mindful of your visits 

to our home during the week of Shiva, as well as 

your charitable gifts to Emeth funds and other 

institutions in her memory. I'm especially 

grateful to Rabbi Sirbu, Cantor Tilem, and our 

daughter, Judy Fox, for conducting the evening 

services during the entire week. 

Once again, you have reinforced my conviction 

that Emeth is a place where Jews care for each 

other which is the true beginning ofTzkkun Olam. 

Rabbi Louis J. Sigel 

Kabbalah & Contemporary Jewish Life 

OPENING SYMPOSIUM 

Sunday, February 27, 2005 
1:30 - 4:00 pm 

BERGEN COUNTY YJCC 
605 Pascack Road Twp. of Washington, NJ 07 16 

J 
GUEST SCHOLAR 

Rabbi Elliot K. Ginsburg 
Assotial! PfY!{essor if jewiJh Hought and fystitiJIII, 
U"iversity if Michiga,,· 

Rabbi Ginsburg received his PhD in 1igious 
Studies with a concentration in Judaic from the 
University of Pennsylvania in 1984, taught 
for 9 years at Oberlin College before oing 
[ 0 Michigan. He is the author of 2 k.<, as well 
as being published in an array of scholarly 
journals. Don't miss his fascinating talk! 

JEWISH COMMUNITY CONNECTS AT THE BERGEN COUNTY YJCC 

For more information, call 201-666-6610, ext. 266. 
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OWNED BY A TEMPLE MEMBER! ~y r. .r_lr!et 
01' .20/' Gl6/·;2tf'1'1 

. ~k'"ppoinr .... 

./ A~ 11J.K,~pi. 
ClC ( 1?it~f4yI.N.~~1 

. ... ,lWI1tbWCIIIII 

,"~. ~ da'Of'titlDfts .C1II~~. ~. 

Part)'} Witb Us 
2. 3 JM(3fewOOd Ave. 

En£JlewooJ, NJ 07631 
12.01) 567-82.12. 

IS Years of 
Professiona[ Ba[[oon Decoratin(3 
Daj[~ Ba[loon De[jve~ Service 
We offer a Wlde varie~ of air-~aeJ 

balfoon Centerpieces 

Bergen Mobile Dry Cleaners 
Dry Cleaning, Shirt Laundering, Drapes, 

Tablecloths, and Shoes Repaired & Shined 

"Free Pickup & Delivery 

5% OF YOUR DRY CLEANING BILL WILL BE 
DONATED TO TEMPLE EMETH 

(Excluding Shirts) 

Harry Krigsman (201) 384-0386 

Please 
patronize 

our 
advertisers! 

@meth bulletin 

Temple Emeth's Kabbalat Shabbat on 

January 14, 2005, involved a brief service, 

traditional dinner and a discussion of a topic 

of current interest: the election of Mahmoud 
Abbas as Palestinian leader. This photo by 

Grace Borowitz shows Cantor Ellen Tilem 
with her daughter and Rabbi Steven Sirbu 

blessing the Shabbat candles and challah. 

Gift Shop News 

Just arrived at the 

Tel11ple EI11eth gift shop -

"The Bar/Bat Mitzvah Mel1uJlY Book" 

an alblllll for treasuring the spiritual 

celebration. This is a pelfect 

keepsake to give or receive. 

Take advantage of the 

special discounted price -

just $18.00. 



(§meth bulletin 

Social Action 
Committee 

The Social Action 
Committee wishes to thank 
all congregants who 

participated in helping to prepare and 
furnish the donated apartment for its 
first occupants: a low-income, working 
mother and her 6-year-old child who 
were previously living in a homeless 
shelter (see pictures on our bulletin 
board). We would also like to thank all 
members of the Temple Emeth com
munity who helped make the Family 
Shelter for the Homeless a comfortable 
place to be during Christmas week. 
More than 40 people donated their 
time, effort and caring to make the hol
iday season a little happier for those 
less fortunate. 

We will again host the overflow shelter 
for the homeless at Temple Emeth on 
Sunday nights during the months of 
February and March. Volunteers are 
needed to sleep over, particularly in 
March. If you can do so, please call 
Paul Wilson at 201-836-8071, or put a 
note for him the Social Action mailbox. 

The Social Action Committee has 
made a contribution on behalf of 
Temple Emeth to the Union for 
Reform Judaism's Asian Earthquake 
Disaster Relief Fund. If you would 
like to make an additional donation or 

suggest some other form of support, 
please contact us. 

We have a "Double Mitzvah of the 

Month" in February. In addition to our 
usual collection of food for the Center 
for Food Action, we are also collecting 
food for the Family Assistance Center 

page 17 

TZEDAKAH FOR TOYS - Four-year-olds in Temple 
Emeth's Early Childhood Center (ECC) learned about the 
spirit of giving when they donated the contents of their 
tzedakah boxes to The Record's "Bear Hugs" program. The 
coins the tots counted were used to purchase a big stuffed 
bear that was donated to a child in the hospital. They even 
had enough left over to purchase a doll and toy motorcycle 
they contributed to the ECC's Chanukah toy drive. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

at the Teaneck Armory. Over 1,000 additional resources, especially canned 
National Guard soldiers from this area 
were recently sent to serve in Iraq. 
While they are on active duty, they do 
not get paid by their civilian jobs. 
Thus, their families' incomes are 
markedly reduced, and some are in 
need of even the basic necessities of life 
such as food, diapers, etc. The Family 
Assistance Center at the Teaneck 

Armory is one of five in New Jersey 

and the only one supporting families in 
our area. Though sponsored and 
financed by the New Jersey National 
Guard, they are currently in great need 

goods. Please donate an extra can or 
two of food or other items this month to 
these great causes. 

The next meeting of the Social 
Action Committee will be on Sunday, 
February 6th, at 9:00 a.m. All Temple 

Emeth members are invited to attend. 
Watch the Social Action Bulletin 

Board in the Temple lobby for frequent 
updates on upcoming activities. 

Eva Sandrof, Social Action 

Committee Chair 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
ADULT EDUCATION FUND 
Ruth & Peter Adler sending get well wishes to 

Gloria Barsky 
Carla & Larry Silver in memory of Ruth Hirsch, 

sister of Rabbi Sigel 

ADULT KALLAH FUND 
Bev & Sy Lazar: sending get well wishes to: 

Shirley Rosenzweig 
Gloria Barsky 
Peter Adler 
Shirley & Ken Heller 
In honor of Eleanor White's birthday 

Gloria & Marvin Barsky in memory of Ruth Hirsch 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND 
Judy & David Fox in memory of Mark Windell, son of 

Joan & Mort Rubenstein 
Fran Butensky in memory of Sophie Lipschitz, mother of 

Sandy Loft 
Estelle & Bob Spiewak in memory of Anne Spiewak 
Micki & Mike Grunstein sending get well wishes to 

Shirley Rosenzweig 
Teri & Fred Binder: 

In memory of Ruth Hirsch 
In memory of Sophie Lipschitz 
Sending get well wishes to Gloria Barsky 
Sending get well wishes to Shirley Heller 

Miriam Clachko in honor of the special birthday of 
Marylou Goldstein 

Eva & Larry Tobias in honor of the 50th wedding 
anniversary of Mimi & Rabbi Sigel 

Bobbi & Harvey Lewis in memory of Sophie Lipschitz 

CANTOR'S DISCRETIONERY FUND 
Sandy Loft in gratitude and appreciation to Cantor Tilem 
Mindy Fisher in gratitude to Cantor Tilem on the occa-

sion of her son Justin's Bar Mitzvah 

INSCRIBED LffiRARY BOOK 
Shirley & Ken Heller in memory of Mark Windell 

LffiRARYFUND 
Bunny & Nat Ritzer in memory of Ruth Hirsch 
Lorraine & Jerome Fisch: 

In memory of Ruth Hirsch 
Sending get well wishes to Gloria Barsky 

MUSEUM FUND 
Sharon & Art Vatsky in honor of Ted Greenwood's birthday 

MUSIC FUND 
Joan & David Paul sending get well wishes to 

Shirley Rosenzweig 
Irmgard Hann in memory of Ruth Hirsch 
Judy & Walter Distler in gratitude to the Membership 

Committee for the wonderful Chanukah dinner and 
warm welcome 

RABBI SIRBU DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Michael Hopman in memory of Marvin Hopman 
Doris Forstot in gratitude to Rabbi Sirbu 
Sandy Loft in gratitude and appreciation to Rabbi Sirbu 
Mindy Fisher in gratitude to Rabbi Sirbu on the occasion 

of her son Justin's Bar Mitzvah 

RABBI SIGEL ENDOWMENT FUND 
In memory of Ruth Hirsch, sister of Rabbi Sigel: 

Fran Butensky 
Micki & Mike Grunstein 
Cynthia & Barry Massarsky 
Judy & David Fox 
Sydell & Sy Yegelwel 
Ruth & Peter Adler 
Eva & Larry Tobias 
Janice & Larry Lipsitz 
Joan & David Paul 
Joan & Mort Rubenstein 
June Moss Handler 
Ann & Steve Packles 
Sue & Phil Keusch 
Shirley & Ken Heller 
Karen Rappaport & Phyllis Burman 
Anne, Roger & Donald Rosenthal 
Ruth Meissner & Family 
Enid & Sid Broder 
Edith & Kenneth Fox 
Bev & Sy Lazar 
Cynthia Victor 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND 
Dora Friedman in memory of Edith H. Joseph, mother of 

Ken Hoffman 
Ann & Steve Packles in honor of all the teachers 
Mindy Fisher in gratitude to Marc Chelemer on the 

occasion of her son Justin's Bar Mitzvah 



@meth bulletin 

CONTRIBUTIONS CONTINUED ... 
RITUAL COMMITTEE FUND 
Mindy Fisher in gratitude to Cantor Goldmann on the 

occasion of her son Justin 's Bar Mitzvah 
Fran Butensky in memory of her father, Andrew Will 

SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE 
Cathy & David Bicofsky sending Purim greetings to their 

Temple friends at this time of Shalach Manot 
Marcy & Peter Fearon 
Barbara & Paul Kaufman in gratitude to Paul Wilson 
Janice & Larry Lipsitz in memory of Sophie Lipschitz 
Eva Sandrof in memory of Sophie Lipschitz 
Marcia Shapiro & Michael Robinson, Cynthia & Barry 

Massarsky in honor of the 25 th wedding anniversary and 
combined 50th birthdays of Madelyn & Mark Wolf 

SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE FUND 
Barbara & Paul Kaufman sending get well wishes to 

Gloria Barsky 

TEMPLE EMETH FUND 
Nancy & Joe Boonin in memory of Eveline Idzenga, 

mother of Johanna Sturm 
Micki & Mike Grunstein in memory of Sophie Lipschitz 
Nancy & Fred Guggenheim in memory of Sophie Lipschitz 
Sydell & Sy Yegelwel in memory of George Forstot 
Estelle & Bob Spiewak in memory of Ruth Hirsch 
Sue & Phil Keusch in memory of Sophie Lipschitz 

(201) 836-2567 
1-800-332-LYNN 

67 CEDAR LANE' TEANECK, NEW JERSEY 07666 

WEEKLY SPECIAL: 
Dozen Roses $15 

Dozen Carnations: $7.50 
Cash & Carry 

Daily Deliveries to all areas' FTD Member 

Rubber Stamps' Laundry Marking Kits 
Notary, Corporate, Engineer &. Architect Seals 

Name Badges' Name Plates 
Business Cards • Plastic Signs 

Corporate Recognition Items • Plaques 
Personalized Gift Items 

AAA Personalized Products 
AAA STAMP &.. SEAL MFG. CO.,INC 

BARRY &. DOREEN GOLDMAN 
361 North Midland Ave.' Saddle Brook, NJ 07663 

201-796-1500 fax; 201-796-5675 
www.aaastamp.com/te 

TEMPLE BEAUTIFICATION FUND 
Bea & Alan Westin: 
Sending birthday wishes to Shirley Heller 
Sending get well wishes to Eleanor White 
Sending get well wishes to Shirley Rosenzweig 
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In honor of the Bar Mitzvah ofYehuda Strauss, grandson 
of Marion & Sy Schechter 

Judy & Gidon Yablonka: 
In memory of Eveline Idzenga 
In memory of Sophie Lipschitz 

YAHRZEIT FUND 
Bev & Sy Lazar in memory of Lottie Brownstein, Albert 

Brownstein & Dororthy Rosenfeld 
Hildy Dillon & Matthew Weiner in memory of Alan 

Ross Dillon 
Carol Heischober in memory of Robert Heischober, Max 

Heischober & Ann Kirschenbaum 
Joan & Mort Rubenstein in memory of William L. 

Abrams 
Shelly & Arthur Fierman in memory of Joseph Cappelo 
Dione Danis in memory of Seymour Lefton 
Flora Braunschweiger in memory of Leo 

Braunschweiger 
Marcia Shapiro in memory of Louis Shapiro 
Ruth Meissner in memory of Arthur Meissner 
Deborah Saloway in memory of Steven Saloway 
Joan & David Paul in memory of Milton Marks & David 

Friedman 
Enid & Sid Broder in memory of Jack Broder 
Dorothy Nussbaum in memory of Richard Nussbaum 
Gerald Spiro in memory of J. Wilbur Spiro 

-Scrip is available tor Stop and Shop~ 

Pathma~ Shoprite and Kings. 

-Scrip can be purchased during regular 

Temple office hours ana in the Gift Shop 

on Sundays (rom 10:30 am to 1:00 pm~ 

when Religious School is in session. 



... 

Temple Emeth 
1666 Windsor Road 
Teaneck, NJ 07666 
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Klau Library-Hebrew Union College 
Jewish Institute of Religion 
3101 Clifton Ave. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
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