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Message From the Rabbi
Reform Judaism has always stood for and at the end of the hearings, with the understanding that
worked for social justice because it is commanded of if disclosures in the hearings do not reflect substantial
us repeatedly in the Torah and other texts. This com- changes, the Union will remain in opposition to his
mitment to social justice--even if Jews are not the nomination.") Another factor was the possible percepdirect benefIciaries--is one of the main things that sep- tion that this was a partisan move. A judicial nominaarate us from the other movements of Judaism. Often tion is not technically a partisan issue, but in today's
social action is what attracts Jews to affiliate with the polarized political climate, it's easy to forget.
Reform movement, and it is one of the reasons I am
But because of the tremendous impact that, if
proud to be a Reform Jew.
confIrmed, Justice Alito would have on American
Usually, our social justice positions and resolu- jurisprudence, and the fact that a Biennial resolution is
tions are broad and non-partisan. They include eradi- the strongest possible statement our movement can
cating hunger, homelessness and
make, the resolution was brought to
poverty; working to end discriminathe plenary. Before debate began,
tion against immigrants, homosexutwo knowledgeable speakers----one
als and others who are marginalized
pro and one con--each had a chance
in our society; and ensuring that all
to speak about Judge Alito, his
Americans have access to health
record and temperament. These
care, just to name a few. If you were
introductions provided a good
to read the resolutions individually,
framework for the debate that folyou would probably (as I do) agree
lowed.
with most, disagree with a few, and
The Biennial delegates who
wonder why a couple of them even
offered opinions during the debate
made the list. But to read them coladdressed both the merits and timing
lectively is to understand that they
of the resolution. Our own immedirepresent the core values of our
ate past president, Larry Silver, .
movement and its interpretation of
offered an amendment that would
our sacred texts.
have deferred opposition until after
Occasionally, circumstances
Rabbi Steven Sirbu
the nomination. (As an aside, I was
require a resolution that is narrow and,
very proud of Larry. It isn't easy to
while still non-partisan, risks the appearance of parti- stand up in front of 4000 people, with your face on sevsanship. Indeed these circumstances led to a resolution eral huge TV screens as the number of seconds you
at the Union for Reform Judaism (URJ) Biennial in have to speak counts down, and express an unpopular
November in Houston that opposed the nomination of opinion. But as Jews I guess we're meant to disagree
Judge Samuel Alito to fill the seat of Justice Sandra and, pride or no pride, I voted against his amendment.)
Day O'Connor on the Supreme Court.
Larry's amendment failed, however, and a short while
Not surprisingly, for a variety of reasons, this later the resolution passed easily.
proposed resolution prompted more debate than any
You are, of course, free to disagree with the resother. First, because Judge Alito was nominated in olution, but (in my opinion) only after you have considOctober, the resolution had not gone through the ered all the factors and read it. A summary of the
months-long vetting process that most resolutions process can be found at the following Website:
undergo. Second, was that, in contrast to the URJ's http:// rac. org/ advocacy/ specialre so urces/ supremeresponse to Judge John Roberts's nomination to be court!. There is also a link from this page to the text of
Chief Justice, in which the movement took a wait-and- the resolution.
see approach and ultimately "expressed strong conI am proud that our movement took this stand
cerns" to the Senate, this resolution was both earlier on such an important and timely issue. It is our right
and stronger. Related to this was the fact that Judge under the fIrst amendment and our responsibility as
Alito had not yet had his confIrmation hearings, so that religious people with strong beliefs. As Judge Alito's
in the view of some, we were judging the judge before hearings begin on January 9, I hope that our voice is
hearing his case. (The resolution itself addressed this heard in the halls of power and that we can make a difconcern by requiring the URJ to "review that decision ference.
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Message From the President
In November I had the pleasure of attending the
th
68 General Assembly of the Union for Reform
Judaism in Houston, commonly referred to as "The
Biennial." The best way to describe it is: WOW! For
five days, 5,000 Jews- North America's largest gathering of Jews- came together to study, worship, learn and
laugh as a unique congregation and, as the URJ states,
"to explore our past and our future, celebrating what
we have accomplished and rededicating ourselves to
answer God's challenge to do what is just
and right." To do what is just and right, the
Union honored the "Innocence Project"
which has resulted in the release of more
than 130 death row inmates who were
found innocent through DNA evidence.
Ruth Messenger, Director of the
American Jewish World Service, was also
honored. The organization under her leadership, helps sustain more than 200 economic development projects in Asia,
Africa, the FSU, and Latin America and the Middle
. East.
There were many other speakers, including former Secretary of State, Madeline Albright, and former
Secretary of Labor, Robert Reich and Rabbi Joseph
Telushkin, author of many books on Judaism and
ethics. There were spirited discussions and debates
about the war in Iraq, and the Supreme Court nomination of Judge Alito, with a suggested amendment to that
resolution offered by our own Larry Silver.
There were many opportunities for study. Stem
cell research, human rights around the world, affordable housing and other more practical Temple issues
were addressed. Discussions included: ECC programs,
recruitment and integration membership techniques,
music in Shabbat worship, interfaith family issues, and
planned giving programs.
A participant's day begins early. You meet
many people in small groups, and in large plenary sessions. There's a positive vibe you feel all day. The programs continue through midnight. Entertainment was
provided by Debbie Friedman. There were rock con4

certs with Dan Nichols, performances by David Brozo,
and Neshama Carlebach, and Craig Taubman and all
manner of music -- from Jewish traditional to jazz and
rock.
The Shabbat experience was outstanding from
Torah study in small groups to services with 5,000 peopIe, a large choir and band. It was a transforming
moment for me. The Biennial was my first opportunity
to really use Mishkan Tfilah, the new prayer book. It
was great.
It was a pleasure to see some old
Temple Emeth friends as well, like Diane
Winer, now a member of the Executive
Committee of the URJ; Rabbi Gurvis; former Religious School Director Lisa
Barzalai and her husband, and former student Rabbis Jonah Pesner, David Stein and
Eric Lazar. Our own Regional Director,
Rabbi Randi Musnitsky was also there.
You don't have to be a Temple
President to attend a biennial. In fact most people are
just active congregants who want to be inspired and
who come back enthused about life. It was great spending time with Temple members Larry Silver, Vicky
Farhi, Paul Kaufman, and, of course, Rabbi Sirbu.
Consider planning a vacation around the next biennial
and why not join me in San Diego in December, 2007.
B'shalom
Dan Firshein
Temple Emeth President

P.S. Don't forget to vote in the World Zionist
Organization election. Every Temple Emeth member
over the age of 18 is eligible and should register. Your
participation will help distribute resources to Israel's
Reform Movement -- allowing for pluralism, equality,
tikkun olam, and egalitarianism. The deadline IS
January 31, 2006. Register now at
www.votereformjudaism.com
or come to the office for a mail-in application.

From the Religious School
"One should be more concerned with spiritual
than with material matters, but another person's material wealth is (one's) spiritual concern."
(Rabbi Israel Salanter)
The story of Chanukah is a story
of a miracle. It is the story of heroes who
were proud to be Jews. Chanukah teach-

connect to our liturgy as a living faith.
• 3rd Grade - Beginning the excit-

es us that when everything seems dark,

ing study of Hebrew, both modem and

we can always fmd light. Chanukah is
the opportunity to reflect on and learn

ancient.
• 2nd Grade - Learning blessings,

many important values -

holidays, and the blessings of our tradi-

The courage to be different
Standing up for what is right

tions and Torah.
• 1st Grade - Identifying and con-

Light in darkness

necting to Jewish values through tradi-

At the heart of the story of

tional Jewish stories and literature,

Chanukah is the knowledge that no mat-

building a miniature Jewish communi-

ter how dark things seem, there is always the possibil-

ty in the classroom.

ity of light. The teachers and students in our religious

• Kindergarten - Creating art, learning

school activate the theme of "light" as a source of

songs, and how our synagogue is a home to our

Jewish living and doing mitzvot. The Torah, History,

children and parents.

Hebrew, Ethics, Holidays and Music that grades K-7
study in our school, "illuminate" and shape us as
Jewish adults and "mentchen."

A great Chasidic master used the candle
lighting of Chanukah as a time to focus on the need
to shine a light into our "inner darkness" and to

Our 8 lights • 7th Grade - Field trip to Ellis Island - fun,

purify our "inner temple". It is truly ajoy to see the

informative, community building. Parents and students

as we continue our Jewish journey together.

"illuminated faces" of our religious school students

volunteer with Dorot - delivering friendship and food

Share Chanukah with family and friends

- a tzedakah initiative.
• 6th Grade - Reflecting on heroes and hero-

and may your joys and blessings increase with each
candle that is lighted during this Chanukah season.

ines in their lives and making ethical decisions based
on Torah and our tradition.
• 5th Grade - Studying "a modem miracle" the State of Israel and its impact on our lives.
• 4th Grade - Creating exciting newspaper arti-

"Then it was that a miracle was wrought. The oil
burned eight days" Babylonian Talmud
B'vracha,
Dora Geld Friedman

cles and games based on the prophets and learning to
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From the Early Childhood Center
Each and every day, early childhood teachers
are challenged to integrate developmentally appropriate experiences with the school's curricular goals.
This includes cognitive concepts and child-friendly
themes which, at this time of the year, are related to
Chanukah. When we retell the stories of our people,
we make them our own. The story
of Chanukah connects even our
youngest children to the Jewish
past and helps to ensure
Judaism's continuation into the
future.
The eight days and eight
candles of Chanukah provide an
opportunity to teach the skill of
counting sequentially. Research
has shown that children learn
through experience. In the Early
Childhood Center, children can
, experience pretending to be candles, dance around as latkes, read
. Chanukah related counting books, match flames with
their corresponding candles, and countless (pun
intended) other possibilities.

A NOTE ABOUT
TEMPLE EMAIL

The concept of a helper also plays an important role in the Chanukah story. Children who relate
to this quality can identify with the Shamash, the
helper candle. Chanukah can thus be used to reinforce
helping behaviors in the classroom. A typical day in
the life of a 2, 3 or 4 year old lends itself quite well to
this concept. Children can be
encouraged to help clean up, to help
another child feel more accepted, to
help give out snack or set the table,
to help lead the prayer.
Emphasis on cognitive and
social skills in connection with the
holiday serves a multitude of purposes, from helping children to learn
within the context of their own
experiences to shifting the focus
from gifts and presents to our values
of giving and doing for others in a
proud, self-esteem building framework.
From the
entire Early
Childhood Center staff, we wish you a happy and tradition-filled Chanukah.
Sharon Floch,
ECC Director
to do is put the addresses listed below in your program's address book. Included are some members of
the Executive Board, since weekend communica-

In our ongoing effort to improve com- tions often come from their home computers.
munications between membership and MARION SCHECHTER (Temple Administrator)
leadership, Temple Emeth has become increasingly ~schechter@emeth. org
reliant on email. Not only is it cost-saving and effi- RABBI SIRBU rabbisirbu@emeth.org
cient, there are many times when it's really the only DAN FIRSHEIN (Temple President)
way to disseminate important information quickly - danfir@aol.com
BILL GRAIZEL (1 st Vice President)
like funeral notices.
The Temple still does not have email address- bgraiz@optonline.net
es for some congregants. If you' re not on the list, or ~ADDY WOLF (2nd Vice President)
even if you're not sure you're on the list, please noti- maddywolf@nj.rr.com
fy Sandra Rumayor at: srumayor@emeth.org She'll ~RC CHELE~ER (Secretary)
mchelemer@att.com
add your name to the Temple Emeth address book.
Additionally some emails sent to members are WENDY KOSAKOFF (Assistant Secretary)
coming back. This is usually caused by spam filters in wkdk@aol.com
programs like AOL and Earthlink. Since we want you
to receive all messages, and since a Jewish organiza- Thank you for your cooperation.
tion should not have to deal with SPAM, all you need
6

B'YACHAD PRESENTS

WZO

"Judaism and Intelligent Design"
SUNDAY, JANUARY 8, 2006
The latest controversy about how to teach
the origin of the universe in public schools revolves
around the theory known as intelligent design. To
some, it explains some of the mysteries evolution
can't. To others it is a wolf in sheep's clothing, a notso-subtle attempt to infuse religion into science classes. Judaism, of course, has its own theories about the
origins of the universe.
Rabbi Sirbu will speak about the various theories and where Judaism fits in.
The breakfast is January 8th at 10:30a.m. and begins
with a short service at 10:00 a.m.
RSVP NO LATER THAN January Jrd.
(PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR PAYMENT OF $5.00
PER PERSON)

Name ________________________________
Number Attendincg______
Amount Enclosed,_________
Phone,___________ e-mail._ _ _ _ _ _ __

Vote

VOTE Voice
Use if. Register
and vote .

On Yom Kippur you heard an eloquent appeal
to register and vote in the WZO Elections. It is
important for us as Reform Jews to make our voices
heard and to support Reform Judaism in Israel and
around the world.
Registering is simple. You can log onto
www.votereformjudaism.com. (Have your credit
card handy to pay the $7 registration fee.) If you prefer a paper registration, you can get a form in the
Temple office.
Don't forget this is a two-step process. The
first is registration. Then you will receive a ballot
with several choices. Please vote for the ARZA slate!
So far only about 15% of Temple Emeth
members have registered. We can do better, but only
with your help! If you have any questions, you can
email meatGRBARSKY@OPTONLINE.NET.
Thank you and register today,
Gloria Rose Barsky
Temple Emeth Israei/ARZA
Committee Chairwoman
-.........

-..

,..A.,
....y;j, ... ;;;.,w.
REGISTER NOW

Strategic Plan
Membership plays a critical role in Temple
Emeth's Strategic Plan. We are well aware of the
need to recruit more families. However, there is
another side to the issue - keeping members once
they join.
A goal of the Strategic Plan is a 92% annual
retention rate, including 75% of B'nai Mitzvah families for at least five years following the youngest's
child's BarlBat Mitzvah. How do we accomplish
this? By continuing to make Temple Emeth a vital,
spiritual and interesting place to belong - one that
provides activities for people of all ages.
Several of the action steps identified in the
Strategic Plan to achieve this goal are now being
implemented. A Couples Club is being formed to
sponsor activities in the New Year. If you're interested in participating, or have activities suggestions,
we'll put you in touch with the organizing group. The

Adult Education Committee is working hard to
expand the scope of its mandate. Several more Sunday
morning workshops for parents of Religious School
children, led by Rabbis Sirbu and Nafshi, are planned.
The well-attended Shabbaton on Judaism and
Magic held in Tenafly December 3rd, also furthered
the retention goal by making Adult Ed events more
accessible by having them at locations other than the
Temple.
Cross-generational events are being offered.
They began with the Youth Group's Chanukah ceramic and painting night that was held December 4th.
Many other committee-hosted projects are in the
works.
We hope each of you will find enjoyment and
companionship by participating in a variety of activities at Temple Emeth.
Amy Abrams, David Fox
7
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DON'T FORGET TO GET YOUR ORDER IN , , ,

5 HAL A C H MAN 0 T 2006
Deadline for orders is February 3
We also need volunteers:
Packi n9 date: Thursday, March 9, 2006

1:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.
Delivery date: Sunday, March 12, 2006
at your convenience, beginning at 9:00 a.m.
Besides adult workers, we welcome teenagers and older children.
It's a lot of fun, and is a great way to get some community service credit:
**Mitzvah projects for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah
**High school community service
For more information, an order form, or to volunteer, call
Judy Fox (836-0260), Eva Tobias (836-149n or Carol Levy (833-8388)
you may also download the order form and return it to the office:
www.emeth.org
PURIM 2006 PURIM 2006 PURIM 2006 PURIM 2006 PURIM 2006 PURIM 2006 PURIM 2006

DON'T FORGET TO BUY

SCRIP
You can buy gift cards at the Temple:
Office
9:00AM - 5:00PM

Monday - Friday

Main Lobby
10:30AM - 11 :30AM
Sunday morning

Gift Shop
10:ooAM - 1:00PM

Sunday

or by contacting gift card captains:
Ted Greenwood
595 Ramapo Road
Teaneck, NJ 07666
201-692-8156
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Don Kaplan
145 Stonehurst Drive
Tenafly, NJ 07670
201-568-5189

SyLazar
280 Prospect Avenue, #3K
Hackensack, NJ 07601
201-498-9563

Services and Smachot
7 Tevet 5766

Shabbat Vayigash

Friday, January 6

Family Service at 7:30 p.m.

The Oneg is being sponsored by Lesley and Gene Marsilio
in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Eric Marsilio

Saturday, January 7
Shabbat Worship at 10:30 a.m.
BAR MITZVAH OF ERIC MARSILIO
Torah Portion: Genesis 44: J8-47:27

14 Tevet 5766

Haftarah: Ezekiel 37: 15-28

Shabbat Vayechi

Friday, January 13

Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 6:30 p.m.
(only service of the evening)
Shabbat Dinner at 7:15 p.m.
Discussion at 8:30 p.m.
Tot Shabbat at 9:30 a.m. Shabbat Worship at 10:30 a.m.
Saturday, January 14
BAR MITZVAH OF ADAM KIRSCH
Torah Portion: Genesis 47:28-50:26

21 Tevet 5766
Friday, January 20

Haftarah: 1 Kings 2:1-12

Shabbat Shemot
Pot Luck Dinner at 7:00 p.m.
Music Service at 8:00 p.m.

The Oneg is being sponsored by Kathleen and Seth McGowan
in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Ethan McGowan

Saturday, January 21
Shabbat Worship at 10:30 a.m.
BAR MITZVAH OF ETHAN McGOWAN
Torah Portion: Genesis 32:4-36:43

Haftarah: Hosea 11: 7-12: 12

28 Tevet 5766

Shabbat Va'era

Friday, January 27

Service at 8 :00 p.m.

The Oneg is being sponsored by Martha and Timothy McCann
in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter Gabriella McCann

Saturday, January 28
Shabbat Worship at 10:30 a.m.
BAT MITZVAH OF GABRIELLA McCANN
Torah Portion: Exodus 6:2-9:35

Haftarah: Ezekiel 28:25-29:21
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Janua

2006
QChanukah - Day 8

Resumes
Mini-University
7:30 pm Jewish Food in the
Torah and the Kitchen
8:00 pm Exec. Comm. Mtg.

IBUILDING CLOSED

8

1 Tevet 5766 - 2 Shevat 5766

10

9

B'Yachad Breald8st 110:45 am Speak, Laugh, Enjoy
Confl1lllation Class
Yiddish
Meets

of Tevet
pm Strategic Planning

12:00 pm Lunch and Learn
6:15 pm Etz Chayim Meets
7:30 pm Kol Emeth Meets

11

ECC Registration Opens to
Community
7:30 pm Family Service

12:00 pm Lunch and Learn
6:15 pm Etz Chayim Meets
7:30 pm Kol Emet Meets

Board of Trustees
Feb. Bulletin Deadline

Mini University
7:30 pm Jewish Food in the
Torah and in the Kitchen

15

15

16

Luther King Day
CLOSED

22

22

1:30 pm Jewish Learning
roject Symposiilm at the JCC in
ITownship of Washington

29

29

11:00 am 3rd gr. Family Ed
pm Sunday Special Film
with director Pearl

23
am Speak, Laugh and
Enjoy Yiddish

17

Mini University
7:30 pm Jewish Food in the
Torah and in the Kitchen

4

7:30 pm Jewish Learning
Project Study Session

1 SHEVATI3 1

am Speak, Laugh and
Enjoy Yiddish

24

2SHEVAT

7:30 pm Jewish Learning
Project Study Session
8:00 pm Exec. Comm. Mtg.

18

18

12:00 pm Lunch and Learn
6:15 pm Etz Chayim Meets
7:30 pm Kol Emet Meets

5
12:00 pm
6:15 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm

25TEVET

Lunch and Learn
Etz Chayim Meets
Kol Emet Meets
Taste of Judaism

5:34
am Torah Study
10:30 am Shabbat Service
Mitzvah of Eric Marsilio

14

12

11

I"'''V''UU~' Ends:

19

1"'.1;" .... ""... Ends: 5:42
:10 am Torah Study
9:30 am Tot Shabbat
6:30 pm Kabbilat Shabbat
10:30 am Shabbat Service
7:15 pm Shabbat Dinner
Mitzvah of Adam Kirsch
8:30 pm Shabbat Discussion

21

19

8:00 pm Book Group Meets
pm Pot Luck Dinner
8:00 pm Music Service

6

26

Shabbat Service

1....1;"""""". Ends: 5:50
9:10 am Torah Study
10;30 am Shabbat Service
Mitzvah of Ethan McGowan

GOOD & WELFARE
Condolences to ...
The Congregation mourns the passing of our beloved
Religious School teacher, IIana Hed.
Jim Veach on the loss of his father, Dr. James
Franklin Veach.
Carol Geller on the loss of her beloved brother, Marvin
Nissenblatt.
Flora Braunschweiger, on the loss of her beloved brother,
Herbert Frank.

Mazel Tov to ....
Roberta and Bud Geisenheimer on the birth of their grand
daughter, Sophia Mirabella Zita
Vic Anesini on being nominated fOT a Grammy Award.
Eric Lawrence, son of Stacy and Brian Lawrence for
participating in Teen Talent 05.

Get Well Wishes to .....
Enid Broder
Joel Sachs
Paul Kaufman
Milly Beer
Linda Poskanzer

****************************

TREE OF LIFE
The Tree of Life in our
Temple Corridor is BLOOMING!
Wouldn't it be nice to see the names of
your family members every time you
walk into Temple Emeth?

Mark all the happy occasions ofyour life.
Births of children and grandchildren
B'nai Mitzvot
Graduations
Weddings
Anniversaries
Special Birthdays
Celebrate these happy times with
a permanent reminder on our Tree of Life
Watch the memories grow
Gold Leaves are $360 each
Silver Leaves are $180 each
Rocks are $1,000 each

Memorial Service
for
Ilana Hed
December 11 , 2005

1/

SOCIAL ACil0N
THANKS TO

WI1&M1&ill-roR ~
~JZ WJ $C4llf 1m W[11])g

Brenda WeiB8,
Perri Bernard
PlayliB Burman,

$10.180
TEMPLE 'EMETH M'EMBERS
GENEROUSLY DONATED

$8:000 FOR 160 $50 GIFT CAR~S
DISTRIBUTED,BY THE URJ_TO
NEEDY HURRICANE VICTIMS. '
$1.26UTO'THE .URJ S.O'.S~ PROGRAM'
FOR REFORM TEMPLES IN LA. & MISS.

Carlene Fleisc1unan
Dennis HirBc1tfelder~
Eva Sandrof,
Robin Webster and
Nancy Wolinsky
wlao cooked and served at tlae
DROP-IN SOUP KITCHEN
in Hackensack on Nov. 29tla.
WE SOVEn 106 MEAlS"
ALSO•••• TO MADDY WOD' FOB

COORDINATING THE
HUHHlCANE .RELIEF DIUVE
AND TO JUDY AIm DAVID FOX

FOB COORDINATING THE
CHANUKAH TOY DIUVE

, JANUARY MITZVAH OF THE MONTH
NEW SOCKS AND UNDERWEAR (large sizes)
FOR HOMELESS ADULTS
AT PETER'S PLACE IN HACKENSACK

HAPPY CHANUKAH'

WE CAN MAKE A DJFFEBENCE
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Temple Emeth College Kids
By Lynne Graizel
At the beginning of every school year, I email all of the college kids information about their
local Hillel chapter hoping that they will attend regularly.
This year I also e-mailed them an article from
Reform Judaism Magazine about tensions at local
Hillels among Reform, Conservative and Orthodox
Jewish students.
One ofthe students (now a senior) wrote back
telling me why Hillel didn Ywork for him. I found his
response interesting and hope you do too! Here is an
excerpt of what he wrote:
Hey LynneI think this (the view in the article you sent)
is a wrong-headed view. To approach the issue of the
disconnection between young adults who are Reform
Jews and their peers who are of other Jewish denominations are complicated. While it is important for us
to bond with one another and participate in activities
together (in order to foster a sense of community and
support), it is not the young Reform Jew who is
shutting others out; rather they are the ones being
shut out on campus.
I speak from very personal experience when
I say some Jewish students of other denominations
are not very accepting people. The fact that we
"don't measure up as Jews" might be a concern
among Reform Jews who go to Hillel. I don't think
we really care about measuring up as Jews as much
as this article purports. I think it is more a matter that
we are just treated poorly by others of stricter practice at Hillel.
Since you and I have known each other for a
long time I'm going to write freely. I hope that's
okay with you.
Several friends and I have been to Hillel to
give it a shot our freshman year. We did not return!

s~"f.1'~

\)~1'f.

I will tell you though; my decision to not return to any
Hillel events was not because I was embarrassed or
felt inadequate-you know that I'm a big weirdo and
that I'm not very embarrassed about anything. My
decision was motivated by the fact that some of the
other people there acted like such uptight, pretentious
jerks that I felt a strong urge to completely disassociate myself from them.
While ritual is a big part of religion in general, it is not in the ritual that the true teachings and philosophy of the Jewish religion are found. Religion is a
guide for those that need it to follow in order to help
them live a good life and follow moral codes that help
them be an upright good person, and it is of course
possible to be a good person without following ritual.
But with national and international popular
opinion starting to sway from support for Israel to
support for Palestinians, there is no time more than
now when unity and solidarity among our people is
needed. However, while we can learn traditional rituals as a good gesture on our part, it really should be up
to other Jews to accept us, as we obviously accept
them. Yes, every person should make an effort to
bridge the gap between themselves as Jews and their
fellow Jews. But it is not the Reform Jews, but the
Conservative and Orthodox Jews, who wish the gap to
be there.
In short, while ritual may help us be more
acceptable to our fellow Jews of other denominations,
what would be a lot more constructive is if everyone-meaning Conservatives and Orthodox--could
just chill out and stop caring about who was a better
person or a better Jew and could think for a minute
and realize that despite our differences, we need to
accept each other and use the support of each other.
Although Hillel didn Ywork for this particular
student, I will keep encouraging our kids to try to connect to Hillel. I am happy to report that the writer of
this column while not connected to his local Hillel
Chapter is very connected to his Jewish roots.

January 29, 2006, 2:00 P.M.

An Adult Education SUNDAY SPECIAL
A screening and discussion of the film:

DIVAN
"Divan", the debut feature documentary of Pearl Gluck, Jewish film-maker, is about one woman's search
through Eastern Europe for a cherished couch that played a role in her family's history. It is also a !ook ~t
the Hasidic world through the eyes of former insiders, and a touching glimpse of Ms. Gluck's relatlOnship
with her father, which endures despite philosophical differences.
We are very fortunate that the director will meet with us after the screening for a discussion of the
film and to reveal more about the couch of the documentary's title. Refreshments will be served.
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In the deep of winter, a ray of light

Adult Ed presents
Kabbalat Shabbat Night
Friday, January 13, Two thousand and six
We promise an evening with a wonderful mix
6:30 in the sanctuary,
We begin with a prayer
Warm and inviting,
We hope you'll be there

7: 15 at the end of the day,
A scrumptious Shabbat dinner
The traditional way
Great food and friends, joyful song and prayer
Then Rabbi Sirbu will take great care
To lead a discussion witty and wise
The topic of course will be a surprise!
Family and friends spend this cold winter's night
In the warmth of our Kabbalat Shabbat Candlelight

Please fill out the form below and return it to the
Temple office with payment ($25 per person) no later than January 3rd.
For more information, please contact

Laurel Kane, Tel. (201) 262-1943, email: Lkanephd@aol.com. or
Leslie Brody Tel. (201) 541-7656, email:

leserne@aol.com

Please reserve a spot at Kabbalat Shabbat
Name(s) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Phone # -------------- Email------------------Number of people attending at $25 per person ____
Amount enclosed - - - Please seat me with - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - ----

PAUL S. LAZAR
CARING COMMUNITY
COMMITTEE
One of the primary responsibilities of this
committee is to check in on Emeth members who
are sick or infirm - whether at home, in the hospital or at a rehab center.
In an effort to respect your privacy and not
intrude, we will call or visit if you give the okay by
notifying the Temple Office first.

(201) 838-2561
1-800-332-LYNN

167 CEDAR LANE • TEANECK, NEW JERSEY 07868

ARIEARBEL

RICHARD S. GERTLER, D.M.D.
LEONID S. ITSKOV, D .D.s.

MICHELLE BLOCH, D.D.S.
SHEELPA SHAH, D.M.D.

DRS. BLOCH & GERTLER
Please keep us informed. We're there for you!
Elinor Buchbinder,
Chairperson

General Dentistry
lOOsrATESfREEI' +1FANECK, + NEW JERSEY 0'7666
201-837-3000 Fax 201-837-0997

www.teanecJcdentN".com

:

CATERING

for
'
House & Office

Parties

l<lddush

BarlBat mitzVah '

COME IN

. '. FULl: DELI

SOUPs'
FOR'LUNCH HOMEMADE
HOT OiSHES
Daily Specials
Eat.ln" Take-Out

SALADS

. APPETIZING

469 S. Washington Ave. • B~rgenJil?!d! 'N,J.
Corner Washingion Ave. '& New Bridge Ail".

201.;,384-7100 . ' F~x: 201-38,4 -0303
TEMPLE MEMBER!

SETH KANE, M.D.
ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON
277 FOREST AVENUE
PARAMUS , NJ

201-261-7980
FREE ADMISSION
AND PARKING

F OR MORE I NFOR M ATION
20 3 · 322 ·2840 or 203· 43 8·799 5

201-287-0399

ADULT & PEDIATRIC
JOINT SURGERY - SPORTS MEDICINE
FRACTURES - ARTHRITIS - SPRAINS
BACK PAIN

161 Cedar Lane
Teaneck, NJ 07666
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CONTRIBUTION FORM
$_ _ _ _---'Enclosed ($10 minimum) Fund Name_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Contributed by_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Send Acknowledgment to:_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Address_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
~essage

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___

Contributory Funds - contributions are deposited in the Temple Emeth Funds Account and drawn for use by the designated committee
• Adult Education Fund
• Albert & Mildred Otten Institute for Living Arts
• Paul S. Lazar Caring Community Fund
• Children 's Worship Fund • College Kids Fund
• Early Childhood Center Fund
• Environment Fund
• Abe Golumb Religious School Scholarship Fund
• lIana Hed Religious School Fund
• Inscribed Prayerbook Fund
• Library Fund
• Museum Fund
• Music Fund
• Outreach Fund
• Prayerbook Fund
• Ritual Fund
• Margery Rothschild Memorial Israel Fund
• Scholar-in-Residence Fund
• Social Action Fund
• Straussman Memorial Youth Award Fund
• Temple Emeth Fund
• Torah Repair Fund
• Temple Emeth Beautification Fund
• Yahrzeit Fund
• Youth Committee Program Fund
• Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial Lecture Fund
• Youth Fund
Endowed Funds -contributions are added to principal held by the Temple Emeth Endowment Foundation with fund income distributed yearly
• Adult Kallah Scholarship Fund
• Honigbergl Howard Religious School Scholarship Fund • Lazar Educational Enrichment Fund
• Paul S. Lazar Caring Community Endowed Fund
• Alfred and Helen Levin Youth Award Fund • Rabbi Louis J. Sigel Endowment Fund
• Ned and Doris Siner Music Fund
• Temple Emeth Endowment Fund
• Youth Scholarship Fund
Tzedakah Funds - contributions are distributed to various beneficiary agencies by the Social Action Committee
• Center for Food Action
• General Grants
• Inter-Religious Fellowship
• Mazon
Other Funds - contributions are used at the discretion of the recipient.
• Rabbi 's Discretionary Fund
• Cantor's Discretionary Fund

Lynn Zimmering, M.A. CEC
Certified Professional Empowerment Coach
Career and life coaching in confidential phone sessions

-- FORWARD VISION COACHING -Create your new reality
Why creep when you have the impulse to soar?
201-960-5744
lynn@forwardvisioncoaching.com
www.forwardvisioncoaching.com

FRANLEEMAN
Prlvate ,M athematics Tutor
Elementary through High School

(201) 944·1046
(201) 214-9629

Please support our advertisers
and tell them
you saw' the.ir ad in the Temple Emeth Bulletin
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HOWARD M. KAPLAN
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
42 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MEMBER,
NATIONAL ACADEMY OF ELDER LAW
ATTORNEYS

PERSONALIN.JURY
MUNICIPAL COURT
BANKRUPTCY
REAL ESTATE LAW
WILLS & ESTATES
GENERAL LITIGATION

1086 Teaneck Road
P.O. BOX 78
Teaneck, NJ
E-MAIL: HOWARDKAPL@AOL.COM

Telephone# 201-833-4300

Fax # 201-833-4680

(2Q1) 836-5247
FAXC20l) 836·1857
L1CENS£ ~. 01161·A

~

-------

DeGraw Setvice Center

T

MICHAEL O. ROBINSON, D.D.S.

·YOUR COMPL£TE AUTO CARE CENTER-

FAMILY DENTISTRY

• COlUSION REPMR. 8RA1([S &:TRNfSMISSIOHS
• ~INTlNG .. WElDING • AIR CONDITIONING .. HEATING

349 UNION BLVD.• TOTOWA, N.J. 07512

335 QUEEN ANNE ROAD
~ECK.

RAY 8AR8ARINI

NJ Q7666

973-942-3800

owNER'

Your Hosts: The Matthews Family
EUIOTW. STEINBERG
Sales Associate

@(atthews

(101') ~839 DUECt UN£.
(201) 831-8800 xli OFFJ~CE

@ iner

$

(201) 836-5959 FAX

@ ancake (§J(ouse
301 Old Hook Road
Westwood, NJ 07675
Tel: (201) 664-7455
Fax: .(201) 664-3663

-

RII&f() REN£fTi1ff
873 Teane:ck Road
Teaneck, NJ 0.7666
E-Mai l elliotsteinberg@optonline.nct ·

430 So. Washington Ave.
Bergenfield, NJ 07621
Tel: (201) 385-9496
F~(201)385-8140

STEVEN LEEMAN

~SfWUU

UALTOttA!5OCI.m:/S4US_A11Yl

CLASSIC REALTY GROUP

a matchmaking setVice

t

?Itvue fl.

2050 Center Avenue, Suite 100
Fort Lee, NJ 07024
Office: 201-585-8080 x139
Fax: 201-585-8558
Cell: 201-970-9726
Email: steveleems@aol.com

p~

Matchmaker & Relationship Consultant

201- 801-0245
www.kindredspiritsmatchmaking.com

W·

lB

since 1954

u.s; ~ W9rtdwide
Bergen County Reform Temple Memorial Association
A non-profrt organization
SerVing Temple Emeth and Congregation Beth Am
Burial plots at reasonable prices
at Beth Am:

at Temple Emeth:

Irwin Brownstein
836;.9444

David Fox 836-0260
Eric Loeb 692-0211

~ - Ground
FreeP~Materials

Express -

Fee- E2C:(Next1iO
1M.•PPlNG CENn.
Bnwm Middle
Roy

~)

Tel. (201} 385-7157'
Fax (201) .385-1)'40
.MOn.-5aI: e .m.e pm

150 S. WastiiilgtOn Ave.
Bergenfield, N.J, 07621
.( Free Parking In '&Ic:k)

GuHerman-Musicant Funeral Directors
402 Pe.r1< Street. Hackensack, NJ 07601.

@

1.-800-522-0588

Wendy Wineburgh Dessanti

Arthur Muslcanl Mar. NJ. Uc. No.·2544
Alan Music..... NJ. lie No,2890

Serving the Jewish community with dignity and compassion
WWW·Outtc;rmqnMusioontWiert-eom

129
Bany _

WienEnCI-.
& Wien Inc. Memorial Chapels

~

Slleet.
NJ 07031
402 Park Street. Hackensack. NJ 07801
201· 589-2404
201-489-6125
........ NJ. Uc. No. 2885
Berry _no
NJ. Uc;. No. 2885
RObet1 P. S.eceU NJ. lie. No. 3588

"'/IT.

~~0Q.32:N)533

152 2nd 'we. N_ Vert<. NY 1.0003 (21.2)-285-9659

Sales .Representlltive
WeicJaert President's Club
office 201.569.7888
fax 201.569.1631
cell 201.310.2255
WendyDess@aol.com
13 W, Railroad Ave.
Tenafly, NJ 07670
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CONTRIBUTIONS
ADULT EDUCATION FUND
Joan & David Paul in honor of Noah, new
grandson of Elaine & Joe Pollack
ADULT KALLAH FUND
Bev & Sy Lazar in memory of Dr. James Veach,
father of Jim Veach
sending Good Luck wishes to Cindy & Dan
Wohl on their new home
in honor of Lenore Roth's new grandchild
sending best wishes to Glenda & Martin
Adelman in their new home
sending best wishes to Mary & Irving
Hauptman in their new home
sending get well wishes to Milly Beer
CANTOR'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Karyle & Henry Goldstein in honor of the birth of
Eliana Jade Tilem
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND
Judy & David Fox in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of
Zachary Preschel
ILANA HED RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
In Memory of Ilana Hed:
Shan a Greenblatt & Gregory Janoff
Sheila & Irwin Polishook
Judy & David Fox
Lynne & Bill Graizel
Joan & David Paul
Karyle & Henry Goldstein
Sue & Phil Keusch
Karen Rappaport & Phyllis Burman
Eva Sandrof
SydeU & Sy Yegelwel
Bev & Sy Lazar
Marion Wolf in gratitude to Judy Fox
Dora Friedman in memory of Marvin Nissenblatt,
brother of Carol Geller
MUSIC FUND
Bev & Sy Lazar in honor of Carol Shansky being
accepted to the Doctoral Program in Music
Education at Boston University
COLLEGE KIDS FUND
Lynne & Bill Graizel in memory of Dr. James
F. Veach, father of Jim Veach
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PAUL S. LAZAR CARING COMMUNITY FUND
Carol Geller in gratitude to Temple Emeth for the
good wishes on the loss of her beloved
brother, Marvin
Lenore Krigsman in honor of Temple Emeth
Cindy Tennenbaum in memory of her beloved
father, Bed Tennenbaum
Milly & Murray Beer
RABBI LOmS J. SIGEL ENDOWMENT FUND
Cindy Tennenbaum in memory of her beloved
father, Bed Tennenbaum
Marion Wolf in gratitude to Judy Fox
RABBI SIRBU'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Marcia Shapiro & Michael Robinson in
gratitude to Rabbi Sirbu
Cindy Tennenbaum in memory of her beloved
father, Bed Tennenbaum & in gratitude to
Rabbi Sirbu
SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE FUND
Barbara & Paul Kaufman in honor of the
birth of Noah Eric Green, new grandson of
Elaine & Joe Pollack
SOCIAL ACTION FUND
Eva Sandrof in memory of her beloved mother,
Claire Zeitlin
Marcia Shapiro & Michael Robinson in
gratitude to David Kohane
Lenore & Martin Berck in honor of Loretta
Weinberg's re-election to the N.J. Senate
Joan & Mort Rubenstein in memory of their
beloved brother, Roy Rubenstein
Karen Rappaport & Phyllis Burman in memory
of Dr. James Veach, father of Jim Veach
TEMPLE EMETH BEAUTIFICATION FUND
Sue & Phil Keusch in honor of Jacob, new
grandson of Muriel & Lyle Breitkopf
TEMPLE EMETH FUND
Susan & Richard Barnett in memory of
James F. Veach, father of Jim Veach
sending get well wishes to Howard Guttman
Sydell & Sy Yegelwel in memory of Dr. James
Veach, father of Jim Veach
in honor of the birth of Noah, new grandson of
Elaine & Joe Pollack

CONTRIBUTIONS
TEMPLE EMETH FUND
Leslee & Gerald Fetner in memory of Dr.
James F. Veach, father of Jim Veach
Edith & Kenneth Fox in memory of their
beloved parents, Telma & Julius Fox
June Handler in memory of her beloved
father, Maxmilian Moss
Bev & Sy Lazar in honor of the birth of Noah, new
grandson of Elaine & Joe Pollack
Judy & David Fox in honor of the Bar
Mitzvah of Daniel Robinson

Visit the

Shirley & Kenneth Heller in honor of the
special birthday of Herb Toder
YAHRZEIT FUND
Robert Waxman in memory of Jeanne Borth
Enid Broder in memory of Helen Paradises
Flora Braunschweiger in memory of Jenny Frank:
Elaine Manberg in memory of Celia & Nathan
Silverberg
Priscilla & William Kremer in memory of
Harry Bloom
Sy Lazar in memory of Anne Lazarowitz

Temple "'~a't" www.emeth.org

Saturday, February 4, 2006 8 p.m.

NJ-West Hudson Valley Council oftbe URJ

Temple Emeth's 4th Annual

REGIONALSHABBATON
JANUARY 28, 2006

WINE TASTING PARTY

Temple Beth Or

Temple Emeth's New
Couples Club and
The Temple Emeth
Renaissance Group
invite you to join us for a
unique evening with a culinary expert Pat Romero.
This year we will learn
how to match different food flavors with the appropriate wine.
Ms. Romero has been a lecturer and moderator for the New Jersey Restaurant Association, the
Roundtable for Women in Foodservice and the Elliot
Hospitality Forum. Presently, she is Executive VicePresident of EQ International Perspectives, Inc. and
is a Certified Hospitality Educator. She has taught at
Gibbs College in NYC, Whole Foods Market, along
with a number of public & private schools.
"Pat is a dynamo whose excitement aboutfood and wine
will permeate you (and your taste buds). " Ken Rutz
This promises to be a fun evening.

_______ ~~~~~~ _~~ly_ ~_t! ~!~!t y~_~_ !!i~_~~~._______ _
Yes, I'm / we' re eager to enjoy

~

evening of wine, light

snacks and mernment!!!
Name: _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ____
Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Phone #
Email _ _ _ _ _ __
# of Reservations @ $35 each _ _ ($40 at tbe door)
Total Enclosed $
Return forrn-an-a"--c'-heck by January 31 st to:

Temple Emeth, 1666 Wmdsor Road, Teaneck, NJ. 07666
Attention: Ken Rutz and Barbara Kaufman

56 Ridgewood Road
Washington Township, NJ
8:45 a.m. to 5:15 p.m.
$36.00 per person
Featuring:

.,.,

STORAHTELLING
Storahtelling: Interactive Torah as Theatre
is a fresh fusion of storytelling, Torah,
contemporary performance art, and
traditional ritual theatre. The primary
focus of STORAHTELLING is the revitalization
of the Torah Service, Judaism's oldest form of
ritual storytelling. Incorporating innovative translations, dramatic commentary, and live music into the
weekly reading, STORAHTELLING reclaims the
art of sacred Jewish storytelling and transforms the
Torah Service into modern ritual theatre.
Complete Shabbat Experience!
- Torah Study & Workshops with Regional
Rabbis, Cantors and Educators
- Lunch followed by Songfest
- Havdalah Service
For more information please contact:
Paul Kaufman at (201) 722-9090 Ext. 201 or
Email: pkau(man@urj.or~
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Temple Emeth
1666 Windsor Road
Teaneck, New Jersey 07666
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KJauLibrary-Hebrew Union CoJJe e
Jewish Institute of Religion
g
3101 Clifton Ave.
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220

