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Shavuot & Confirmation
ReformJews link the ceremony of Confimation to
the festival of Shavuot. Through this modern
expression of an ancient festival, we find meaning
for children and adults.
Shavuot celebrates the giving of the Torah at Mt.
Sinai. As our ancestors stood at Sinai to receive the
Torah, so, too, do o ur young people today affirm
their commitment to Torah in the ceremony of
Confirmation . They accept the responsibility of
Torah, which is the necessity to live a selfdisciplined life filled with Jewish values. The
Torah is ours for the taking, but only we, through
our actions, can actually receive it and make it our
personal possession.
Shavuot, like so many of our holidays, began as an
ancient agricultural festival. O ur early ancestors
celebrated it as the e nd of the spring barley harvest
and the beginning of the summer wheat harvest.
The Torah refers to Shavuot in three ways, as Chag
Hakatzir(Festival of the Harvest), YomHabikurim
(Day of the First Fru its), and Cbag HaSbavuot
(Festival of Weeks). And so, during Biblical times
our people brought crop offerings to the Temple
in Jerusalem. Later, when the Temple no longer
stood, Jews began decorating homes and synagogues with greenery and flowers.
The period from Passover to Shavuot links the
Exodus from Egypt, told at Passover seders, to the

giving of the Torah at Sinai, the theme associated
with Shavuot. Some mystics saw this period as
joining the Jewish people's physical redemption
from Egypt (Passover) with its spiritual redemption in receiving the Torah (Shavuot). The period,
consisting of 49 days, is called the "Counting ofthe
Orner", referring to the days between Passover
and Shavuot. After seven weeks, God commands
us to "proclaim that day [the 50th day] to be a holy
convocation" (Leviticus 23:21).
The Jews of the Hellenistic period (third century
B.C.E.) called the holiday Pentecost, meaning the
number 50, and thus the name Shavuot, or
"weeks", became -associated with the festival. The
name symbolizes the completion of a seven week
journey that led from a life of oppression to the
giving of the Torah. After counting 7 weeks, on the
fiftieth day we rejoice. We celebrate Shavuot and
what it symbolizes, the giving of Torah.
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A Message from Rabbi Rubinstein
The first yea r of my tenure is almost a matter of
history. It is a time to reflect.
Very often I am asked to assess a particular
ceremony with which I have been involved or a
sermon that I have given. My response to the
inquiry "How did it go?" is invariably that it would
be better to ask the congregant or the observer in
the pew. Though I could provide my own analysis

and assessment as to how
things have gone, the only
valid measure is how
effective it has all been.
I offer the same response
to those who have been
asking how the year has
(continued on page 3)
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Study

Silence

Chevra Torah

Rabbi Tom Weiner

Saturday, 6/6, 13, 20, 27 , 9:15 am

Scouts
Girl Scouts

Sisterhood Activities

Monday, 6/1 , 8, 15, 22, 29, 6:00 pm
Tuesday , 6/2, 9,16,23,3:30 pm

Bridge

Boy Scouts/Cub Scouts

Tuesday & Thursday , 7:30 pm
6/2,4, 9, 1L 16, 18,23, 25

Monday, 6/1,8, 15, 22 ,29, 5:30 pm
Tuesday, 6/ 2, 9, 16, 23,5:30 pm

Gift Shop

Special Events

Monday - Friday, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
July/Aug closed Thursdays and Fridays

Seniors Club
Tuesday, 6/2 , 9, 16, 10:00 am

Sisterhood Career Workshop

Annual Congregational Meeting
Wednesday, 6/3 , 5:45 pm
Shavuot Services & Confirmation
Sunday, 6/7 , 10:30 am

Tuesday, 6/16, 7:00 pm

Focus Cocktail Party

Brotherhood Activities

Wednesday, 6/lO. 5:45 pm

Board Meeting
Wednesday, 6/10, 5:45 pm

Notes from
Sisterhood
Ruth Oliver

The World of Sisters:
Dynamic & Diverse
Dreamers, doers, planners, political and
social activists, students, teachers, homemakers, businesswomen, readers, writerswomen in all walks of life- have once
again found the ir niche in Sisterhood during the secular year 1991-92, the Hebrew
year 5752. From the time of Sisterhood's
Fall Festival in September to this writing at
the end of April , they have participated in
widely diversified, rewarding experiences.
The Fall Festival gave Sisterhood an opportunity to "show and tell " what this organization offers its members, the congregation, and the community. As Judith Hertz
sa id following her election to the presidency of the National Federation of Temple
Sisterhoods (NITS): "Sisterhood's task is to
enable women to live asJews, to help every
woman, at every stage of her life , to develop Jewishly, to have her life enriched by
judaism's traditions and expectations. "

they have included a warmly received
illustrated presentation on "Ellis Island:
Gateway to Freedom," by Joyce Gold; a
provocative talk entitled "A New Era for
Israel at the U.N.?" by Harris Schonberg,
director of the International Council of
B'nai Brit at the U.N .; an overview of our
city's problems and prospects that drew
close to 100 women to hear Borough
President Ruth Messinger; a program sponsored jointly with Brotherhood, which presented Nadine Strossen, president of the
American Civil Liberties Union; and
Sisterhood's annual meeting and cabaret,
featuring music by supper club singer Helene
Blue and an informative talk by Louise
Driben on World Union for Progressive
Judaism. The meeting included election of
officers and Board members.
And still to come, on May 29, is the annua l
event that traditionally brings Sisterhood 's
program year to a close: Sisterhood Sabbath
with the theme, "Partners with God. "

Before traveling to
the Rosebud Sioux
Reservation this past
summer, I was told
that I would have to
prepare for the cultural differences between us intense, fast
paced New Yorkers and the Lakota Sioux
with their easy, thoughtful , methodical nature . One of the key differences has to do
with our perceptions of the silence between
human beings.
We're not very good at silence. Unless it is
the most comfortable relationship , we feel
very awkward when there is a lull in our
conversations and we immediately fill it up
with whatever comes to mind. In contrast,
the Lakota treasure silence. If there is nothing important to say, they don't say anything. It's okay notto say anything. They feel
that long silences are not empty spaces they're simply another way of being together. Sharing silence, for them, is almost
an intimacy. When one form of communication is closed off, another, more subtle, form
becomes possible.
This is a wonderful lesson, one not discovered or invented by Native Americans. It is
found in the Torah, in the tenth chapter of
Leviticus. In the ninth chapter, we read of
the tragic death of Aaron's sons, Nadab and
Abihu. And what is Aaron's response to this
shocking tragedy? We are told, "Vay idom
Aharaon '~. "Aaron was silent. " The rabbis
offer compelling reasons for Aaron's silence, but the most compelling is that Aaron
was silent simply because there was nothing
to say. At that moment of tragedy there were
no words to make it better, no words to
make it easier or more comprehensible.
Aaron's silence is a great gift to us. It teaches
us that sometimes silence is the most appropriate response to a difficult situation, sometimes the only response. When a situation is
awkward instead of allowing the silence, we
sometimes back off and avoid the situation
altogether. It is usually after a tragedy such
as Aaron's when words are so inadequate.

Our President, Barbara Jayson, adds:
"Thanks to the cooperation of our officers,
Board members, and tommittee chairs, and
our members' participation, we have reached
goals, met challenges, fulfilled pledges, and
given members broad opportunities for
enr.ichment as women of Reform Judaism.
We look forward to reaching higher levels
of fulfillment in the next year. "

Study in various forms is a fundamental
interest of our members. During the past
season women enjoyed several new experiences, including morning study with Rabbi
Rubinstein, followed by lunchtime
"schmooze" sessions of participants; small
group evening study during the winter and
spring in which sessions were led by our
members at the homes of Sisterhood women,
and a spring Rosh Hodesh series with
rabbinic intern Alice Goldfinger (who will
be ordained May 17). In addition, a Board
retreat offered a workshop on creating
Midrash, in which all present-including
those who had doubted their creative powers-had a joyful time.

Programmed events, some held in daytime,
others d uring evenings, accommodate
members' varying schedules. This season

All the study programs had the goals of
fostering learning and friendship. All succeeded in both respects, with evening

In fact, there are no magic words to say, and
we should not expect to somehow come up
with profound words of healing-that magic
phrase that will make everything all right.

(continued on page 6)

(continued on page 6)
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People often express their discomfort at the
thought of making a shivah call. They dread
that moment of first confronting a friend
who has just experienced a death. "What
will I say?" "It is too painful. " "What am I
supposed to do?" "It's too awkward. I don't
have the right words. "

The Story of Central
Synagogue - Part IV
Our new name, Central Synagogue, was
adopted in 1920 to replace the cumbersome Ahawath Chesed Shaar Hashomayim
(Love of Mercy/ Gates of Heaven). The
new name symbolized the effort to more
fully serve our modern Jewish community,
an effort which we consciously continue
until this day.
Our activities, run by members of the
congregation and serviced by a small but
dedicated professional staff, make us one
of the world's most socially active Jewish
communities. Our lay leadership consists
of men and women of outstanding achievement. Our rabbis have made outstanding
contributions to the religious and social
concerns of their day. Our cantors have
enriched our religious services by the
beauty and spirituality of music and song.
In 1866 the congregation was fortunate in
attracting the Rev. Dr. Adolph Huebsch, a
native of Hun gary. Trained as an orthodox
rabbi, Dr. Huebsch had secured his Ph.D.
at the University of Prague and was considered an outstanding preacher in German. He rapidly built this congregation to
the point where it could build our great
sanctuary. Dr. Huebsch published a moderately reform prayerbook that became
very popular in its day.
Dr. Alexander Kohut came from Hungary
in 1885 as one of the most significant
authors, scholars and religious leaders, a
man of devotion to Judaism. Dr. David
Davidson succeeded Dr. Kohut in 1893.
He, too, had a dedicated ministry. Toward
the end of the century, the Rev. Theodore
Guinsburg became Cantor. Dr. Isaac S.
Moses, German born, came to us as Rabbi
in 1901. He was the last of the rabbis to
preach in both English and German and
was a principal editor of the Union Prayer
Book. Upon Dr. Moses' retirement in 1918,
Dr. Nathan Krass became our spiritual
leader until 1923.
There was a temporary merger between
Central and the Free Synagogue with Dr.
Stephen S. Wise as rabbi. This effort did not
materialize and in 1925 Rabbi Jonah B.
Wise was invited to our pulpit. He was not
only a rabbi in the traditional sense, but a
man of vision and stature. He possessed
those qualities which were then necessary
to reestablish Central Synagogue's accustomed position of eminence.
In 1926 the congregation acquired its Community House at 35 East 62 Street. Up until
that time, all synagogue activities had taken
place in the vestry below the sanctuary.
In 1937 Frederick Lechner followed Isadore

Message from the Rabbi
continued from cover

and found here a voice for their longings
and their identity.

gone. In truth, it all depends on who you
ask. Though I will use the opportunity of
my message during the annual congregational meeting to provide an insight into
the "State of the Rabbi", let me use this
space to provide you with some of my
impressions after a year at Central.

4) As strong as is our past, there is a deep
longing to create a future in keeping with
the highest ideals of the synagogue. We
are looking toward the next century and
are prepared to more precisely define our
mission in the local and national Jewish
community. Through my membership
meetings I have heard a wide range and
diversity of opinion as to the role Central
should play in the politicS of our community, in dealing with social issues, in
fundraising for other Jewish organizations,
in reaching out to other racial and religious
communities. There are many matters to
which we need to pay attention as we
focus our vision for the years ahead.

1) The year has been far less difficult and
trying than I had expected prior to my
arrival. I attribute this, in large part, to all
of you-the congregants, leadership, and
staff of our synagogue.
You accepted me with a high level of
openness and support. You have been
patient when I didn't understand the culture of our congregation and have been
gentle with your counsel and advice. You
have also been inordinately open to my
ideas, visions, and directions .
Our staff has been extraordinarily helpful
and decent in their friendship and support.
In no small measure, they are responsible
for the greatness of our synagogue.
2) New York remains a wonderful place
with its own unique and extraordinary
pace and energy. I am still asked by my
West Coast friends and former congregants
"How can you still be happy there?" Well ,
there is no place like this city- for better
and worse. It has an energy, a character, a
way of its own. The city energizes those of
us who choose to be a part of it, and
certa inly helps shape the institutionalized
Jewish community into one of the most
innovative and creative anywhere.
3) Central Synagogue has a wonderful
history and a dear legacy. It is not only in
its 120 year old sanctuary, but in the love
which so many people carry for it. Families
have celebrated significant events at Central. They have studied here, prayed here,
H. Weinstock as cantor. In 1945, with the
end of the war and an enlarged membership, another rabbi was added to our
ministry, the renowned preacher and
teacher, Dr. David J. Seligson, then an
Army Chaplain, now our Rabbi Emeritus.
Rabbi Sheldon Zimmerman succeeded
Rabbi Seligson in 1972. Rabbi Harold I.
Saperstein was our interim rabbi for 198586, and Rabbi Stanley M. Davids served
from 1986 to 1991. RabbiPeterJ. Rubinstein
is now Senior Rabbi and Rabbi Thomas K.
Weiner is Associate Rabbi. Cantor Richard
Botton has been serving as our cantor
since 1974.

From material assembled by Herbert
Schwarz, researched by Max Lerner, and
edited by Cissy Grossman.
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5) We have accomplished much during
this year in addition to coming to know
each other. We have offered all our members an opportunity to attend one of about
45 membership meetings, both in small
groups at individual homes and in the
synagogue, during which we've discussed
the past and future of the congregation.
We have redefined some of our educational and ritual programs, initiated groups
for particular segments of our membership, introduced an educational audit, prepared for a Board of Trustees reckoning of
our future and vision, created a relationship with a public school district in Harlem, and participated in other community
projects. These are a few among many of
the creative accomplishments of the year.
It is impossible to enumerate the totality of
this year's activity either institutionally or
professionally. Let it suffice to say that it
has been a wonderful year. Thank you for
all that you have done to make it so.
Hopefully it will be the first of many years
upon which we will eventually look back
with satisfaction and pride.

Congratulations
Kudos to Sarah Baker, Pamela Beth
Basch, Irene Haber, Michele Klein,
Gail Clott Segal, Judith B. Sellner and
Beatrice Troke1 for completing the three
year course of study leading to their Bat
Mitzvah on Friday, June 12, 1992.

This year,
your family can come to Central
Synagogue together!

High Holy Days
Experience for Children
Look for information and a registration
form in the mai//ater this summer.

About our Religious
School
Dr. Jack L Sparks, RJE

Director of Education

Our Religious School children are preparing for their summer experiences and we
bid them shalom u 'vracha. Let me tell you
some of our plans.
Under the direction of Rabbi Weiner and
the UAHC, dozens of our teens are preparing to spend the summer together in Israel.
Prior to their departure they are spending
a full week in an intensive "crash course"
(Ulpan) in Hebrew. Once they bid shalom
to their parents and friends and board the
plane for Tel Aviv, we know they will have
some Hebrew skills to take with them.
The children of our lower school are fanning out to camps, programs and vacation
places although they will stay Jewishly
connected through our Kids Fun Pages. A
child's version of a synagogue bulletin, it
has Jewish games, puzzles, trivia and information about our synagogue and the opening of school that will interest children in
grades 1 to 5. Make sure to send us your
child's summer address, if you have not
already done so, in order to guarantee
receipt of our Kids Fun Pages.
During the summer our children carry their
Jewish identity with tHem and we can see
how they integrate their Jewishness into
their lives. Weekly from camp and vacation
places I'll receive dozens of postcards from

them. The text of their message is almost
always Jewishly connected. What a thrill it
is to receive them and see living Judaism. If
you happen to be visiting the Community
House during the summer, do look at their
post cards on the fifth floor bulletin board.
You may not be hearing from your children
at camp, by I am!
We wish our students and their parents a
summer of growth, good health and wonderful experiences.

People
Dr. Charles E. Barr was honored by the
Physicians Division of UJA-Federation of
New York at its annual reception at Beth
Israel Medical Center on May 14th. Dr.
Barr, director of dental medicine at Beth
Israel Medic.al Center and professor of
dentistry at the Mount Sinai School of
Medicine, has been studying the effects of
HN on oral tissues and saliva and coordinating the World Health Organization's
pilot test for global surveillance of the oral
manifestations of HN.

Vogel, Jeffrey Ganz, and Scott Kerner; the
baby naming of Hillary Beck Singer, daughter of James and Diana Singer; and the
wedding of Nathan Bayer and Leslie Maddin
on May 2. Congratulations to Sam and Ruth
Perelson on becoming the grandparents of
Hannah Perelson.
Our thoughts are with our member who is
ill: Sarah Rundbaken.
We note with sorrow. the deaths of our
members Merton Fiur, Leonard Goldstein,
Marvin Levy and Leonard Wagner.
Sincere condolences to: Barbara Elovitz on
the death of her father Martin Goldfield;
Louise Greilsheimer on the death of her
mother Nettie Steiner; Newton Mandel on
the death of his brother George Mandel;
Dale Markow Meltzer on the death of her
niece Kira Markowitz Gandell; Joel Miller
on the death of his father Harry A. Miller;
Richard Podolsky on the death of ills mother
Rose Podolsky; Richard Roob on the death
of his mother Edna Bass Roob.
Please send your "People" items to the attention oj "Bulletin Editor. "

Congratulations to Caroline G. Harris,
on her appointment as general counsel at
the MetropolitanJewish Geriatric Center in
Brooklyn.
We note withpleasure thejollowing simchat:
the b'not mitzvah of Julie Greilsheimer,
Alison Wechsler and Alessandra Valensi ,
the b 'nai mitzvah of Michael Greilsheirner,
Jeremy Greilsheimer, Craig Gold, Jordan

Fond Farewell to Alice
Goldfinger, Susan Dropkin
It's time once again for Central Synagogue
to send off a rabbinic intern. This year it's
our dear friend and colleague, Alice
Goldfinger. Alice has been with Central for
the past three years and has contributed
greatly to our synagogue. She headed up
the Junior Youth Group, was a wonderful
teacher, taught Bar/ Bat Mitzvah children
and worked very hard with Sisterhood. Her
special project was the Rosh Hodesh group
that she ran this past spring. We wish her
luck in her new synagogue, Congregation
Sherith Israel in San Francisco.
Cantorial intern Susan Dropkin will be
leaving us to go on to a congregation closer
to her home-Temple Sholom in Plainfield,
NJ. As our first cantorial intern Susan helped
initiate the program with much splendor for
which we are very grateful. We will miss
her beautiful voice and sweet charm.
Good luck to both of you from everyone at
Central Synagogue.

My Second Retreat
Judi Cohen

This is getting to be an annual event for me
and a more pleasurable one I could not find.

Rabbinic intern Alice Goldfinger led a
series of Rosh Hodesh discussion groups
at the homes of Sisterhood members.
Pictured here are (/ to r) Alice
Goldfinger, Judy Deich, Linda Klaiman,
and Jan Stovin. The subject of study
was "Does the Covenant with God
include Jewish womenr The relationship between God and Jewish women
in the past was explored as was their
place in the covenant today. Sisterhood plans to have Rosh Hodesh groups
next season -look for it in the Bulletin .
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The Youth Group Retreat at Camp Eisner
in the Berkshires took place on the last
weekend in April. Rabbi Weiner led the
staff which included Alice Goldfinger and
Susan Dropkin. The Youth Group leadership, which does an incredible job of
running the weekend, this year was led by
Whitney Goldstein, Phoebe Segal and
JenniferGrausman. The theme was "The
Messianic Age-Or the Coming of the
Perfect World. " The weekend includes
Friday night, Saturday morning, Havdalah
and Sunday morning services. Martin
Small was a magnificent song leader.
Because the program was very full, the
Youth Groupers were not bored for a
minute, in spite of the continual rain throughout the weekend. It was great being "Camp
Mother" again!

Two Smashing Musical
Events Bring Down the
Housel
Every seat in the sanctuary was occupied
on April 12th as the oratorio "Ever Since
Babylon", received a top quality performance from Amy Kaiser's Mannes Chamber Singers and orchestra, soloists Cantors
Richard Botton, Howard Stahl, Armie Bomstein, and Lisa Hest, and narrators Florence Kugel and Ellen Gould.
The audience sat absolutely spellbound
for almost two hours as the story of the
expulsion of the Jews from Spain unfolded , recounted in Cantor Samuel
Rosenbaum's text and set to music by
Samuel Adler. By the end of the afternoon, concertgoers had learned about
the tragedy of the expulsion- for the
Jews and for Spain- and had been treated
to an experience they will not soon forget.
Cantor Botton, who helped bring about
the commissioning of the work as well as
being responsible for its New York performance, received many letters from
synagogue members and from the generalJewish p ublic who were "enthralled"
by the musical and educational experience.
With the April 12th concert featuring an
oratorio in the Sephardic style, the May 1st
performance by the Central Synagogue
Choral Society gave full measure to our
Ashkenazi heritage. "Equal Time for
AshkenaziJews" was a concert of Yiddish
hits that was a fitting culmination of the
synagogue's musical year. Also drawing a
large and enthusiastic crowd, the performance was certainly one of the Choral
Society's most memorable.
Programs like these are made possible by
contributions to the Cantor's Music Fund
from people who show appreciation for
lifecycle events as well as from those who
want to support excellence in music at
Central Synagogue.

youth Group
Stephanie Cion

What is Politically Correct? Recently I have
been faced with the question of political
correctness in many areas of my life. I feel
that it is a very relevant topic in today's
world. The term exists in many different
forms. There is politically correct behavior,
which change according to where one is
(school, home, presidential politics, the
work place, among friends, national politics, international politiCS, etc.). There are
politically correct opinions and attitudes
which change according to where one
happens to be at any given moment. There
are also words that are considered politically correct and words that are not politically correct, so to speak.
This is a very touchy subject that comes up
often. Should one refer to an African
American as an African American, or a
black, or even a Negro? Should one refer
to a person of Jewish descent as a Jew, a
Jewish American, an American Jew, or a
Hebrew? Is JAP an appropriate term to
use? Is it all right to call someone a liberal,
conservative, Democrat or Republican? Is
it all right to label a person at all? These are
a few of the q uestions that emerge when
the topic of the politically correct movement comes up, and these are a sample of
the topics discussed at the Youth Group
Mini Program.

Central Synagogue acknowledges with
gratitude the very substantial gift of Mrs.
Marie Schwartz in memory of her beloved husband Arnold Schwartz. Her
donation will help the synagogue begin
renovating the vestry area of the Sanctuary, with particular emphasis on the Arnold
and Marie Schwartz Auditorium. We are
extremely grateful to Mrs. Schwartz for her
continuing generosity to our synagogue.

Please join us for the annual networking
cocktail party at 5:30 pm on Wednesday,
June 10 in Joslin Hall. Bring your business cards. Get to know others in a wide
range of interesting fields. Find out what
people you've seen at our meetings do
with their lives. Last year's party was a great
success. Many of us made new friends and
met people in our own or related fields and
people with COJ1l(llon interests.
The event is free for current FOCUS
members as well as for anyone who joins
for the 1992-93 season. Membership is $25
and runs from September to the following
August. Membership entitles you to a
reduced fee at our breakfast meetings and
admission to special events such as this
cocktail party. A contribution of $10 can
be applied to a membership for next year.
Use the form on the Central Supplement
in this issue of the Bulletin to make your
reservation. You may also call 838-5122,
ext. 280. Reservations must be received by
June 3. If you are joining for 1992-93, make
your $25 check payable to "Central Women's Focus" and send it to FOCUS, 123 East
55 Street, New York 10022.

I am unable to define the term in my own
mind, which makes it impossible for me to
define it for you. I simply know that I have
developed terms which I am comfortable
using and which I believe from my own
experiences do not offend others. Yes, I
could sft here and list the terms that are
deemed "politically correct", but my purpose is to stimulate your thinking on the
subject. Discuss it, and I guarantee that you
will receive a myriad of opinions.

We gratefully acknowledge
the support received

Acknowledged with
Gratitude

FOCUS Networking
Party on June 10th

from the.
Fund for Jewish Education

Volunteer Minna Saxe counts pennies
for the synagogue 's Common Cents
Penny Harvest. Sponsored by the Social
Action Committee, the harvest donated
half of its monies to our Caring Committee Breakfast Program. Every penny
raised assists direct service programs
for needy and homeless people.

sponsored by
Caroline & Joseph S. Gruss
UJAjFederation
administered by the Board of
Jewish Education
of Greater New York
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New youth Group Board
Congratulations to our newly elected Youth
Group Board members: Martin Small,
President; Susan Jakes, Ben Leiner,
Whitney Goldstein, Vice-presidents;
Stephanie Cion, Treasurer; Lauren
Greilsheimer, Secretary; David
Hirschman, Chaplain; Phoebe Segal,
Lizzie Felleman, Syndicate Co-Editors.

Notes from Sisterhood
continued from page 2
groups to be expanded next fall. (See the
Central Supplement in this issue.)
Social activism has always been a major
part of Sisterhood's agenda. The work of
the Critical Issues Committee last year
included active invorvement in the efforts
to stop Nestle from distributing baby formula to Third World countries . The committee organized and coordinated our
synagogue 's superb representation in the
historic "March for Women's Lives" in
Washington on AprilS . Members set up
and staffed an information/action table at
each Oneg Shabbat, providing literature
and obtaining signatures in support of
various positions important to Jewish
women and their families.
English in Action and Recording for the
Blind are two enormously important ongoing projects. Last year English in Action
expanded in order to help Russian Jewish
emigres improve their English language
skills in preparation for finding jobs.
Members' d ues and fundraising give Sisterhood the power to support the needs of
our synagogue. With the proceeds realized from the efforts of the Gift Shop,
Bridge Club, and Theatre Party committees as well as annual dues, Sisterhood
con~inued fulfillment of our substantial
pledge for the synagogue's elevator fund
and ongoing support of many essential
services. These included provision of pulpit flowers , Kiddush and Oneg Shabbat
hospitality, Nursery School, Religious
School and Camp Eisner scholarships, and
sponsorship of a theatrical production for
the Religious School.

We gratefully acknowledge the
following contributions made
during April :

Central
Synagogue
Gift Funds
Cantor's Music Fund
In appreciation of:
The wonderful performance of
"Ever Since Babylon"
Beatrice Bernheim
Cantor Richard Botton, for
your constant encouragement
& faith in Jeff & for years of
guidance & laughter for all of
us
Gina & Noah Genel
Cantor Richard Botton
Mr. & Mrs. James G. Greilsheimer

Among community efforts to which Sisterhood lent support were the AIDS Momentum project and Interfaith Neighbors. Sponsorship of the Seniors Club, a weekly
program for women and men whose
interests and vitality belie their average
age, continued as an integral part of our
agenda. The sale of "House Pins" brought
funds for the Caring Committee's breakfast program. Our Sisterhood is a founding
patron of World Union for Progressive
Judaism, and members again contributed
funds for its vital work around the world.
Central Synagogue's Sisterhood has a strong
presence in ReformJewish affairs beyond
our own congregation: an illustrious roster
of women from this Sisterhood have been
elected over the years to NFTS and to
District 3. Last year a large delegation
attended the Biennial convention of NFTS
and UAHC. This spring several Board
members took courses at Hebrew Union
College-Jewish Institute of Religion; and a
group participated in the "Women of Faith
Summit" sponsored by the Council of
Churches and endorsed by NFTS .
Clearly, the world of Sisterhood is dynamic
and diverse. To our members, many thanks.
To others, this word: Join us. A warm
welcome and good experiences await you.

Silence
continued from page 2
The point of a shivah call is not to make
everything all right. That's impossible. It is
a time of mourning and a time of sadness.
That's what it is supposed to be. The shivah
call is not supposed to take away the pain
of the loss. Rather it is to communicatenot by our words- but by our presence,

Cantor Botton's work on "Ever
Since Babylon"
Mr. & Mrs. Kurt Nash
In honor of:
David Zvi Zimmerman on his
Bar Mitzvah, May 9th
Marion L. Graham
In memory of:
Marvin H. Levy
Sally Drucker
Dr. & Mrs. David Kaufman

Caring Committee:
Breakfast for the
Hungry
Howard Fisch
Samuel Goldste in
Selma Reichenthaler
In honor of:
70th birthday of Dr. Irwin D.
Mandel
Judith & Charles Barr
For the poor at Passover
Selma Engelhardt
The Yahrzeit of Lottie linzer
Dulcie Schachman
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that we care, that we are there for them.
Our presence, even in silence, is much
more meaningful and profound than any
words we could utter.
Many times I have sat with a family in the
limousine on the way to the cemetery. The
service has just been held at the funeral
home. Most families have a similar discussion at that moment. They mention to each
other who they noticed at the funeral. They
will say how touched they are that a certain
cousin drove all of the way from Connecticut; or an old business acquaintance who's
going through so many problems of his
own took the time to be there; or a friend
from school drove through the night just to
be with the family .
It is not the words. It is the presence, the
embrace, the communication that comes
from staring deeply into the eyes of someone, letting them know that you are there.
But it is okay to feel awkward. It is not okay
when that discomfort and awkwardness
prevents us from being there.
When human beings were created, God
blessed us with many different ways of
reaching out to each other and touching
each other's souls. One of those ways is the
spoken word. Sometimes it is the spoken
word that touches most deeply. But there
are times when the word is not adequate.
That does not mean that God did not give
us means beyond the word to touch, to
help and to comfort.
May we all discover in ourselves the power
and strength that can be conveyed in
silence. May it be that the next time tragedy
touches the life of someone we love, that
we be there at their side, perhaps comforting with our words, perhaps comforting
with our silence.

Matthew Futterman, new
grandson of Barbara Adin
Helen Tannenbaum
In celebration of Mark
Weinstein's 50th birthday
Hazel & Michael J Weinberger
In memory of:
Merton Fiur
Judy Alster
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Benjamin
Louise I. Driben
Laura P. Freundlich
Gertrude W. Goldstein
Linda]. Gordon
Blanche & Richard Hare
Robert W. Hare
Susan & Martin Goldstein
Barbara & Bob Jayson
Alvin & Judith Katz
Claire & Seymour Miller
Dr. & Mrs. Edward L. Seretan
Dorothy Siegel
Ellen Seldin, daughter of Betty
Baere
Ruth Bahr
Elaine G. Fuhrman
Dr. Mortimer Glickman
Elaine G. Fuhrman

Myron Gordon
Linda Gordon
Marcia Jeziek Eisenberg
Rubin Baum Levin Constant &
Friedman
Adele H. SchIess
Michael J Weinberger
Merton Fiur
Newton Mandel's brother
Betty Lou Ourisman, sister of
Patricia Chanin
Flo Lovinger, mother of Joseph
Lovinger
Hazel & Michael J Weinberger

Elevator Fund
Joan Lasker Sobel
In memory of:
Roberta Grossman
Maura Ann Clifford
NY Life Insurance Company
Thomas P. Gallo
Natalie Grossman
Robin Grossman
Mark R. Imowitz
Virginia Letourneau

Marvin Levy
Mr. & Mrs. Murray Beckerman
Mr. & Mrs. Paul G. Edelstein
Mr. & Mrs. Roben Eskin
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Friedman
Mr. & Mrs. H. Herben Harris
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Jacobs
Ethel E. Maduro
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard]. Marx
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Perelson
Mr. & Mr . Alan Pollack
Clarice & Arthur Reisman
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Sack
William A. Stein
Edward Tanzer
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Perelson

General Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Friedman
Mr. & Mrs. Peter W. May
Mr. Steven]. Salzberg
Joan Scheferman
Elsie K. loate
In appreciation of:
Torah blessing
Dr. Benjamin S. Recant
The use of the Haggadahs
Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm Stern
In memory of:
Dave Rosenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Bogen
George P. Mandel
Mr. & Mr . Daniel Wallen

Judaica Fund
Mr. & Mrs. David M. Vogel
In appreciation of:
Barry E. Kugel, with gratitude
for your assistance & sensitivity
Gina & Noah Genel
In memory of:
Morris C. Broder
Mr. & Mr . Arthur B. Sellner

Library Fund
In memory of:
Hattie S. Reichman
Mrs. Paul Reiser

Mazon Fund
In honor of:
Allisa Sayer's Bat Mitzvah
Gladys & Marvin Radlauer
In memory of:
Marvin Levy, recalling with love
the Seders we shared with him
Emita Levy, their children and grandchildren

Rabbis' Discretionary
Fund
Rabbi Rubinstein:
In appreciation of:
Rabbi Rubinstein, with our
gratitude
Gina & Noah Genel
Rabbi Rubinstein, for presiding
over Amy & Brian's wedding
Bunny & Charles Koppelman
In memory of:
My mother Menucha Inhaber
Ricky Eisen
Helen Brodwin
Seymour Gellman
Fay Marko
Drs. Marlene & Loren Skeist
Nettie Bennett Steiner
Dr. Jeffrey & Audrey Solomon

Rabbi Weiner:
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey M. Krueger
In appreciation of:
Rabbi Weiner
Ricki Eisen
Jan Firstenberg
James & Louise Greilsheimer
Rabbi Weiner, for your never
ending support & devotion to
Jeff & to us
Gina & Noah Genel
Rabbi Weiner for his prayers for
my sister Francis Israel's recovery
Ethel C. Millstein
In honor of:
Julie, Jeremy & Michael
Greilsheimer's B'nai Mitzvah
Regina Genel

Mildred Ross Nursery
School Fund
Ruth Berkman

Yahrzeit Fund
In memory of:
Shirley Roth
Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Aronson
Dr. John Astrachan
Martin & Danielle Petroff
Maurice Binder
Mitchell Binder
Jack Blumstein
Kyver Blumstein
Stephan Greenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Edward M. Bralower
Jacob O. LeIDer
Mrs. Martin Broom
Joseph Weiss
Mrs. Marcus Buchbinder
Arthur Davis
Gertrude S. Kraus
Mrs. Arthur Davis
Edith Scheffres
Mrs. Bernard Fabrikant
Dr. Max Rabbiner
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur N. Field
Edward Tanzer
Dr. & Mrs. Sheldon Firstenberg
Gussie Loewenstein
Rachel Fitch
Morris Mond
Mrs. Walter S. freedman
Jamie Sue Grinthal
Elaine Grinthal Fuhrmann
Sylvia K. Hermann
Mr. & Mrs. Donald G. Ginsberg
Jack Furerst
Mrs. Stuan M. Gustin
Martin A. Jacobs
Herma Jacobs
men Wolf
Betty Kaplan
Harriet Shulkin
Betty Kaplan
Yvette Rosenson
Mrs. Abner Kaplan
Beatrice Keizer
Arlene Lovenvirth
Lillian H. Melniker
S. William Melniker
Robert M. Sitney
Barbara P. Morris
Samuel Blaustein
Mr. & Mrs. George Moskowitz
August Oppenheimer
Kun Oppenheimer

Borich Recant
Dr. Benjamin S. Recant
Dr. Paul Reiner
Dorothy Lipkint
Arthur M. Lipkint
Arthur M. Upkint, Jr.
Mrs. Paul Reiser
Lucille Sirls
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Roaman
David Samson
Rosalie Samson
Edward Seh, Jr.
Isaac Slavin
Mr. & Mrs. John Slavin
Marvin Slavin
Helen Slavin
Sadie Smith
Florence Smith
Carl Solomon
Ada Solomon
Pauline F. Segree
Debbi Torres
Jack I. Wagenheim
Fannette B. Wagenheim
Elsie Weiner
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Weiner
Archer Eisenstat
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Weisman
Sol R. Yanover
Connie Yanover

youth Scholarship
Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Eisen

Sisterhood Gift
Funds
Flower Fund
In honor of:
Julie's Bat Mitzvah
Ina & Daniel Ebenstein
Craig's Bar Mitzvah
Heide & Simeon Gold
Michael,Julie & Jeremy's B'nai
Mitzvah
Mr. & Mrs. James G. Greilsheimer
Catherine's Bat Mitzvah
Dr. Christine Melton Hirschman &
Dr. Richard Hirschman
Allison's Bat Mitzvah
Katherine Sayer
Marc's Bar Mitzvah
Dr. Barnet B. Shulman
In memory of:
Merton Fiur
Bibi & Nanny Alster

General Fund
In appreciation of:
Sisterhood's expressions of
sympathy
Jan & Shelly Firstenberg
Birthday good wishes
Ruth Marx
In memory of:
Augusta Zieselman
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Dicker

Kiddush Fund
In honor of:
Julie's Bat Mitzvah
Ina & Daniel Ebenstein
Craig's Bat Mitzvah
Heide & Simeon Gold
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Michael, Julie & Jeremy's B'nai
Mitzvah
Mr. & Mrs. James G. Greilsheimer
Catherine's Bat Mitzvah
Dr. Christine Melton Hirschman &
Dr. Richard Hirschman
Allison's Bat Mitzvah
Katherine Sayer
Marc's Bar Mitzvah
Dr. Barnet B. Shulman

Saidee Klein
Children'S Bookshelf
In memory of:
Hattie Reichman
Hermoine & Harold Barnett

Library Fund
In honor of:
The B'not mitzvah of granddaughters Emily Friedman &
Erica March
Belle & David March
The Yahrzeit of Charles Trynin
Evelyn Trynin
In memory of:
Edward Tanzer, father of Jan
Firstenberg
Belle & David March
Janet & Jim Stovin

Jean Wise May youth
Leadership Fund
In memory of:
Edward Tanzer
Barbara & Bob Jayson

Projects for the Blind
In honor of:
Richard Kandel on his election
as Brotherhood President
Beatrice Bernheim
In memory of:
Lynn Seldin, daughter of Mrs.
Louis Baere
Lenore Boehm
Rose Heiman

Senior Citizens Fund
Lillian Elpern
Ann Glusker
Helen Miller
In gratitude for:
Concern during my illness
Frances Israel
In memory of:
Ida Goodman
Mr. & Mrs. William Herman

Sisterhood Study
Group
In memory of:
Lola Fiur's father
Edward Tanzer, father of Jan
Firstenberg
Louise Driben
Lola T. Fiur
Diana Weller
Audrey Y. Zucker

Jonah B. Wise youth
Scholarship Fund
In memory of:
Sophie Cyceski
Ellen A. Minucci

COMING EVENTS
Wednesday, June 3, 5:45 pm

Annual Congregational Meeting

Sunday, June 7, 10:30 am

Shavuot Service and Confirmation

Wednesday, June 10, 5:45 pm
Tuesday, June 16, 7:00 pm

Focus Networking Cocktail Party

Sisterhood Career Strategies Workshop

Wo rship ServicesinfheSancfuary
Friday, June 5
5:30 pm Shabbat Eve Service
Saturday, June 6
10:30 am Shabbat Service
Bar Mitzvah:
Jordan Kovler
Sunday, June 7
10:30 am Shavuot Service & Confirmation
Friday, June 12
5:30 pm Shabbat Eve Service
B'not Mitzvah:
Sa rah Baker, Pamela
Beth Basch, Irene Haber,
¥ichele Klein, Gail CIon
Segal, Judith B. Sellner,
Beatrice Trokel
Saturday, June 13
10:30 am Shabbat Service
B'nai Mitzvah:
Alexander Marson
Jason Rano
Beginning June 19th and continuing
into September, Friday evening and
Saturday morning Shabbat services will
be held in Beir Chapel. Saturday Services are at 10:00 am.

Central Synagogue
Rabbi Peter]. Rubinstein
Rabbi Thomas K. We ine r , Associate
Cantor Richard Botton
Rabbi Philip Hiat, Scholar in Residence
Rabbi Dr. David]. Seligson, Emeritus
Barry E. Kugel, Administrative Vice President
Dr. Jack L Sparks, Director of Education
Gerda K. Leshin, Controller
Mary Solow, Nursery School Director
Alice Goldfinger, Rabbinic Intern
Susan Dropkin, Cantorial Intern
Cissy Grossman, Curator, judaica Museum
Dorothy Siegel, Bulletin Editor
Michael]. Weinberger, President
Martin I. Klein, Vice President
Peter W. May, Vice President
Paul Roth, Vice President
Susan Schlechte r , Vice President
Alvin Katz, Secretary
Mitchell W. Rabbino, Treasurer
Barbara Jayson, Sisterhood President
Richard C. Kandel, Brotherhood President
Martin Small, Youth Group President
Judith Weinberg, Chair, Central Women's Focus

Friday, June 19
5:30 pm Shabbat Eve Service
Saturday, June 20
10:00 am Shabbat Service
Friday, June 26
5:30 pm Shabbat Eve Service
Saturday, June 27
10:00 am Shabbat Service

.....
......
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Daily Services:
Mon.-Fri., 8:00 am, Blitzer Chapel

Upcoming Holiday:
Tish ah B'Av: Sunday, August 9

Tish Ah 8'Av
Tish Ah B'Av- the ninth of Av- falls this
year on August 9th. It is the day on which
Jews commemorate the painful experiences of Jewish life, including the destruction of the First and Second Temples
in Jerusalem in 587 BCE and 70 CE,
respectively. It also commemorates the
expulsion from Spain in 1492, as well as
other horrors that were visited upon the
Jewish people. While many Jews have
given up the observance because of the
creation of the State of Israel, many still
observe it as a fast day and a da yon which
weddings should not be scheduled.

r CALL FOR SINGERS
Did you . . . hear our wonderful concert?
Do you . . . love music?
Can you ... carry a t une?
Will you ... regularly attend rehearsals?

The Choral Society Wants Youl
Call cantor Botton Todayl
(8.38-5122, ext. 299)
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