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Temple Administrator: Julie Sherman

Rabbi Meiri
To make an appointment with Rabbi Meiri,
please call the Temple office (253-4911,
ext.10).

Iyar — Sivan 5775

Between You and Me
(Based on a sermon Rabbi delivered before Pesach)

Do you know anyone who recovered from a grave illness? Do
you know anyone who overcame serious addiction? Do you
know of anyone who renewed ties with a friend or relative that
had been previously severed? Do you know anyone who
started his or her life over in any way?
As spring revives the world around us, it’s interesting to think
of all the ways that we experience the renewal of life and
observe around us things we thought were dead being brought back to life.
For centuries, the second blessing of the T’fila, Gevurot, spoke of God’s great
might and power to mechaye metim — resurrect the dead. In Jewish tradition,
resurrection is a late peripheral Biblical idea that only gets developed as a central
concept post-Biblically by the Rabbis. In response to the persecutions beginning at
the time of the Maccabees through the reign of the Roman Empire, they asserted
that good people would get what they deserved not in this world, but in the world
to come. For them, resurrection was both bodily and spiritual (souls goes on after
the body passes). There is also mention in the Talmud of a blessing for seeing
someone for the first time after a year: “Baruch ata..mechaye metim—Blessed are
You…for resurrecting the dead,” suggesting that resurrection might be understood
metaphorically as well.
Fast forward to the Enlightenment period of the 19th and 20th centuries which
brought with them the Reform, British Liberal, Reconstructionist and Conservative
movements. The empirically minded thinkers of those times rejected resurrection
of body outright and were ambivalent about a liturgy which suggested spiritual
resurrection either. In 1866, Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise’s Reform Machzor changed
the prayer to read, “…who killeth and reviveth…Blessed be Thou who grantest
perpetual life after death.” Elsewhere, he rejected that notion, replacing the
traditional mechaye metim with “…mechayeh nishmot hameytim- Praised be thou,
O God, who keepest alive the souls of dying mortals.” The Union Prayerbook of
1856 followed David Einhorn, a transplanted German Reform Rabbi, who chose to
end the Gevurot using the formula of the second Torah blessing “…nata
betocheynu chayei olam- who has implanted eternal life within us.” It also added
the additional phrase reflecting a comfort with spiritual immortality but rejecting
bodily resurrection, “…podeh nefesh avadav mimavet- thou redeemest the souls of
Thy servants from death spiritual.”
An 1869 conference of Reform Rabbis held in Philadelphia, affirmed that "(t)he
belief in the bodily resurrection has no religious foundation, and the doctrine of
immortality refers to the after existence of souls alone." This Philadelphia
statement served as the basis for the 1885 Pittsburgh Platform, an even more
influential statement of the principles of Reform Judaism. Kaufman Kohler, David
Einhorn’s son-in-law who succeeded Einhorn as leader in Reform and convened
the Pittsburgh conference that led to the platform, writes: “God’s power reveals
itself not in the miraculous but rather in the ‘immutable laws of nature,’ which
decree that all material things must die, that death is final, and that only the
spiritual can live eternally.” Chaim Stern, author of the 1970 prayerbook Gates of
Prayer and its British counterpart Service of the Heart, used the familiar mechayeh
hakol, purging any suggestion of life after death, generalizing our praise of God as
the source of life. The only exception was the Yom Ha’atzmaut liturgy in which
the Amida highlights Israel as a living example of the resurrection from the Shoah.
(Continued on Page 3)
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tikkunolam

President’s Message
“The world exists only because of the innocent breath of schoolchildren.” — The Talmud
Can
you
imagine
Congregation Beth HaTephila
without our Religious School
children?
Our Temple
certainly exists for all of us,
young and old, but the
vibrancy of our youth
provides the key to our future.
One has only to attend Kehila
Tephila on Sunday morning
and witness the enthusiastic
responses
to
Lauren
Rosenfeld’s weekly stories and Seth Kellam’s songs to
see the knowledge and love of Judaism being passed on
to the next generation. Earlier this year, I had the
opportunity to talk with the Kitah Bet class about my
role at Temple. As we sat together and learned together,
I was amazed by the responsiveness, level of attention,
and interest shown by all the children. As is often the
case, I probably learned as much or more from them as
they did from me. Educating our children is a Biblical
mandate and as such is integral to both our Jewish
beliefs and the purpose of our Temple. Although
physically located “downstairs,” our School is not a
separate entity and the children, whose bright and eager
faces one sees, are the present as well as the future of
CBHT and Judaism itself. We are one with them, for
without them there would be no need to “be.”

Certainly, a major basis of this feeling came from my
parents — not just what they said, but what they did. As
most of you know, my religious education was primarily
at Temple Beth El in Charlotte. From September to June,
from third grade through Confirmation in tenth grade,
one or both of them drove me the one-hundred plus miles
round trip from Statesville to Charlotte every (almost!)
Sunday morning. I certainly learned the basics of Reform
Judaism during those years and even enough Hebrew to
follow the prayers; but I learned so much more. I learned
the importance of Judaism in my life. My identity as a
Jew was cemented. My parents gave me a gift: the
opportunity to learn in an environment devoted to
education and the continuation of Jewish life. It was a
lesson that I have never forgotten.
At CBHT our children are also learning about Judaism,
the holidays, Hebrew. They are learning the values
inherent in Reform Judaism. They are learning what it
means to be Jewish. They are developing a love of
Judaism. They are beginning their Jewish journeys.
They are forging their Jewish identities which will be
with them throughout their lives. They are doing this in
an atmosphere filled with enthusiastic educators and
loving, committed parents.
Each of us, in our own way, can be partners in this
educational endeavor. Let us help our children and their
parents know they are at the heart of life at CBHT,
included and inclusive in all that we are, all we strive to
be. These young people, along with their entire families,
are central to our Vision and Mission. We are one
Community.

As I begin my long “Jewish good-bye” from my role as
CBHT President, I have been reflecting not only on
what this experience has meant to me, but what, in my
own history, gave me the impetus to accept this honor?
After making the decision to do so, I realized that
beginning with my great-grandfathers a family member
from each generation has served in this capacity.
Perhaps it is in our DNA, or more likely, an unconscious
motivation learned from knowing my family history and
having the role model of my father’s leadership in
Jewish organizations, Temple and otherwise.
Consciously, however, the decision was made based on
my strong Jewish identity, particularly as associated
with Reform Judaism.

Join and participate with the entire Religious School for
Shabbat worship the first Friday of each month. Honor
this year’s Confirmands on May 29th, when these young
adults will reaffirm their commitment to the Covenant
and to Jewish Life. They are shining examples of our
ever growing and expanding Religious School and
Temple. It is vital that we stand together with them and
all our children. They are our present. They are our
future. “The world exists because of them.”
B’Shalom,

JoAnne
Continued from Cover

Of mechaye metim, resurrection of the dead, liturgist Marcia Falk asks why does this have to hearken to the fantastic
rising of Ezekiel’s dry bones or Daniel’s prophesy of sleepers rousing from dust. “T’chiyat metim can signify eternal
cycle of life and death as a regenerative, renewing process, the very mystery of natural world.” It was with this
understanding that our new prayerbook, Mishkan T’fila offers mechaye metim (Who gives life to the dead) as an option
alongside mechaye hakol, (Who gives life to all). And it is with this new spirit that I invite you to consider resurrecting it
within our worship.
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Picture Yourself
Picture yourself stepping into the Temple sanctuary
this coming fall on Erev Rosh Hashanah. You look
around and see many of the usual faces; also some
unfamiliar ones. That couple. Are they new
members or visitors catching the early leaf season
before making their way south? And those kids
running up and down the aisle. Where are their
parents?
As the Rabbi invites you to take your seat, you reach
for the familiar High Holy Day prayer book, Gates of
Repentance. But what's this? Mishkan Hanefesh,
volume one, Rosh Hashanah? Hmm, yes, you've
heard something about a new prayer book.
If you weren't already aware from the Temple's use
of "pilot" versions over the past two years, it now
dawns on you. This must be the new Machzor, the
High Holy Day prayer book. You wonder, am I
ready for this change? Still, it's the same holy day.
How different can this prayer book be? Let's take a
look.

and guiding mothers and fathers. And, yes, now made
explicit — gender equality. The slaves are out as is our
appeal for mercy. Now we are more like collaborating
custodians of the earth who require knowledge (light) to
do our job as we plead our case before the high court
(corridors of justice) to bring fairness and equality for all
as we strive for own self-betterment.
If you feel this fresh interpretation suits your sensibilities
and beliefs better than the old, you will find the new
Machzor adds to your spiritual practice. If not? Well,
the idea is that there's something for almost anyone in the
new Machzor. Here's why.
According to the Central Conference of American
Rabbis, the new Machzor has these special features:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To capture several differences between the new and
old Machzorim, consider two versions of the same
prayer, Hayom Harat Olam, the Day of the World's
Birth.

•
•

Gates of Repentence (copyright, 1978)
This is the day of the world’s birth. This day all
creatures stand before You, whether as children or as
slaves. As we are Your children, show us a parent’s
compassion; as we are slaves, we look to You for
mercy: shed the light of Your judgment upon us, O
awesome and holy God.
Mishkan Hanefesh (copyright, 2015)
This day, the world is born anew, and all creation
awaits Your judgment. We are Your daughters; we
are Your sons — So love and remember us in the
way of mothers and fathers. We are Yours in service
— so let there be light to guide us in the corridors of
justice and on the path of holiness.
Previously, the holy day celebrated the birthday of
the creation; a singular event that happened a long
time ago. Now the world is getting freshened up as
part of a continuous process of re-creation. The
former prayer is more hierarchical. God is a stern,
but hopefully forgiving, parent who in earlier Reform
and in more orthodox prayer books is a feared father
figure — a judge. Flash forward and the father's
pointing finger of judgment turns into the kind of
protective embrace one might expect from nurturing

Fully transliterated liturgy
Expanded options for Torah readings
Study texts that provide background and context
Contemporary poetry and alternative readings
Rich commentary drawing from Jewish tradition
A range of theological possibilities
New translations that capture the beauty of the
Hebrew
Original woodblock art by acclaimed artist Joel
Shapiro
Essays by the leading Reform Movement
thinkers

You may want to buy your own copy so you can read it at
home. Otherwise, you might lose track of the service as
you get drawn into all the poetry, essays and artwork.
Just what are "theological possibilities?" How many
ways are there to invoke a sense of an overwhelming
presence? The contemporary reality is that the views and
lifestyles of those who gather under the wide tent of
Reform Judaism are many and diverse. The new prayer
book is intended to shelter them all.
Should we feel guilty for taking such delight with our
new multi-dimensional prayer book during these "days of
awe?" Seriously reflective delight is probably fine.
There is no longer one map for finding our way to
forgiveness and wholeness. You take this route and I'll
take another. But we'll meet together at the conclusion
on Yom Kippur evening as the smell of coffee wafts into
the sanctuary. And while the options are not infinite (that
would require more than a two-volume prayer book), our
acts of freely choosing our path to meaning by selecting
among meditations and reflective readings should help to
open us to a transcendent experience.
Is it too soon to wish you a shanah tova?
Ron Manheimer, Chair,
CBHT Ritual Committee
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Tikkun Olam Committee

Fresh from the CBHT Garden
April showers bring May...Vegetables! Come see what is
growing in the garden. The peas have sprouted and are
growing up the trellis. Potatoes are sending up green leaves.
Baby spinach and baby carrots are thriving. We even have
our first broccoli buds (look into the center of the broccoli
plants and you will see little broccoli stalks forming). All
this and we are not even done planting! You can expect to
see beans, okra, and tomatoes next. The CBHT Garden is
"branching out," pun intended. We need some muscles to
help dig holes for three apple trees on Sunday, May 3rd. If
you can help, please come to the CBHT Garden at 12:15 PM
(after Religious School) on Sunday, May 3rd. Please email
Jenny at mersweet222@gmail.com so we know to expect
you. Kids are welcome too — they can help plant the trees.

Carolina Jews for Justice/West
Have you been reading about the new legislation
S.550/HB348, known as the “NC Religious Freedom
Restoration Act RFRA,” introduced into the legislature?
The bill empowers businesses and employers to refuse to
serve certain customers or hire prospective employees when
this refusal is motivated by religious beliefs. The bill
expressly permits this even when no religion requires it. A
business owner motivated by religious beliefs could refuse
to hire or serve Jews, for example, or gays, or others. As a
religious minority we know well the importance of religious
freedom. Equally, we understand first-hand the harm that
can result from legislation that may sanction private
discrimination against religious or other minorities.
CJJ hand delivered copies of a letter to all legislators to
oppose this legislation. It was signed by over 200 Jews in
North Carolina including many Rabbis, Cantors, business
and community leaders and professionals. For more
information about the bill and a copy of the letter, please
visit the website, Carolinajewsforjustice.org for more
information and discussion about the issue.

MANNA
Abe rode the school bus every day with his friend, Anaya.
His dad, who recently got a new job, called Abe into the den
to ask a question. It seems he had received a call earlier
from Abe's school asking if he was enjoying the MANNA
Pack for Kids he received each Friday. His Dad asked Abe,
since he no longer needed the Pack, why he hadn’t notified
his teacher he no longer needed it. He was surprised at the
answer.

On Sunday, May 3rd, at 5:00 PM, CJJ/West is partnering
with Congregation Beth Israel, the Jewish Community
Center, the United Way of Buncombe County and Smart
Start to present another program on the First 2000 Days of
A Child’s Life. Part of the presentation will be given by
Dr. Mike Weizman and Lael Gray, as Smart Start
champions.

Abe had been giving his weekend food to his bus friend,
slipping it into her back pack when no one was watching.
She had previously received the MANNA Pack but was
bullied (and cried during the bus ride) and told her teacher
she no longer needed it.
You can help prepare these packs. The first Friday of every
month at 1:00, CBHT volunteers fill packs. Please contact
Chuck Rosenblum at: charlesrosenblum@msn.com and
volunteer.
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Tikkun Olam Committee
Room in the Inn Semi-annual Host week @ CBHT
Sunday evening, May 31st, to Sunday morning, June 7th.
Twice a year, CBHT serves as the host site for the women in
Homeward Bound's Room in the Inn program. The program
offers a nightly mobile shelter for homeless women while
they are involved in counseling and await permanent
housing. Our volunteer role is to give them a safe, inviting
place to sleep for a week as well as provide them a nightly
home-made dinner, a light breakfast in the morning and
healthy paper bag lunches to take with them when they leave
our premises each morning. The majority of women in this
program have gone on to be housed; their retention rate is
better than 90% to stay in housing. Thanks to volunteers
like us, the RITI program works! If you've helped out
during previous host weeks, we hope you'll volunteer again.
If you have not participated, you'll be in for a rich
experience. As volunteers, we gain a lot of insight and
understanding and have the opportunity to sit down and get
to know these special women better. We can get as much
out of the experience as the clients we are helping. We
continue to share our host week responsibilities with St.
Mary’s Episcopal and St. Mark’s Lutheran Churches and
with the Ethical Humanist Society of Asheville.

For the evening of Wednesday, June 3rd we need:

Temple volunteers are needed for the following
assignments:

5) 1-2 people to provide 12 bag lunches for the women
which will be given to them as they return to A-Hope
Center in the morning.

Help Sunday, May 31st, from 12:30 – 1 PM to unload RITI
mattresses from the delivery truck, bring them into the
temple classrooms, and prepare the rooms for the arrival of
the RITI women that evening.

1) Someone to pick up and drive the St. Mary”s Episcopal
van from their church to A-Hope Center on Ann Street to
get the women and bring them to temple. We need to get
the van by 5:45 PM.
2) 3-4 people to help prep and serve dinner at the temple for
the women and volunteers. We have a Mexican theme set
for that evening.
3) 2-3 people to stay overnight downstairs with the women.
It is strongly suggested that you first have dinner with them
to get to know them. One volunteer must stay awake at all
times. Volunteers have separate sleeping quarters behind
the Religious School office. The time commitment is from
dinner (6:30 PM) to 7 AM in the morning when, after a
light breakfast, the women return to A-Hope Center.
4) Van driver to leave from St. Mary’s by 6:30 AM, come
by the temple to get the women and drive them back to AHope Center. The van would then be returned to St.
Mary’s.

Please RSVP to Sherrill Zoller, at zbirdlady@relloz.com or
call 658-1748 if you have any questions. We need your
help to make this project work. It's a wonderful mitzvah!!

Help Sunday, June 7th, @ 12:30 PM to reload the mattresses
in the truck and clean up the classrooms.

Sisterhood News
Friday, May 8th, at 7:30 PM will be the Sisterhood
Mother’s Day Shabbat Service — a collaboration
between Sisterhood and the Religious School. Jackie
Itzkovitz will coordinate this event. We will also present
the Religious School with our Sisterhood pledge for the
year. And on this night, Sisterhood will announce our
candidate for Woman of the Year for 2015.
Save these dates:
Sunday, July 12th, at CBHT our annual installation
luncheon & Woman of the Year Celebration.
Sunday, August 9th, at CBHT: Mahj Mania
Henrietta Cuttler,
President 2014/2015

Brotherhood News
Brotherhood Brunch
Sunday, May 17th, 10 AM in Dave Hall
Debbie Miles, Director of Diversity Education, UNC
Asheville will speak on “Racism and other -isms on
college campuses". You have seen the increasing
number of stories in the media about racism and will get
an opportunity to hear what is occurring in the Asheville
area. Please join us.
As in the past, breakfast will include eggs, lox, bagels,
juices, coffee for the low price of $8 per person or $15 per
couple. Please let us know you’re coming. Call Joe
Gates at 280-0087 or Chuck Itzkovitz at 552-3271.
Joe Gates,
Co-President
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Caring Community
“Caring, It Does Take a Village”

Caring Community — Our Vision Statement:

Our Meal Train teams have continued to assist our
congregants with meals, visitation, shopping and taking
them where they need to go for their doctor
appointments, and creating gifts for our new babies.

The CBHT Caring Community’s vision is of a
congregation where people support and care about one
another and are able to participate fully in their
community. Our purpose is to make a positive impact
on the lives of our congregants and their families by
creating and providing a personal touch that enhances
well-being and inspires them to stay connected.

The coming months of summer are a perfect time to get
involved. It can be a bit slower and a great time for our
new members to get their feet wet with the Caring
Community. There are fun projects and easy ways to get
involved with your new congregational family.
Please give me a call once you have taken a look at the
side bar of teams and have made a decision where you
think your interests fall in becoming a part of our Caring
Community. Try something out, and if it is not a good
fit, you can always try something else. Feel free to speak
with some of our team members: Barb Stein, Nicky
Erickson, Joyce Hiller, Judy Duncan, and Jackie
Itzkovitz. Whether you want to be part of providing
meals, visiting shut-ins, visiting our friends in the
hospital, hospice and/or re-habilitation facilities, or
creating items for our babies, your generous time is
desperately needed. I would so love to work with you
and have you become a part of our congregational
volunteer family.
Hugs Around,
Dionne Kempenich, Coordinator

Bakers/ Meal Trains – We provide meals through the
meal train and bakery items when needed.
Bikkur Cholim – This team continues to visit our
congregants in the hospital, in rehabilitation and in
hospice.
Kehila – We send out cards to our members in crisis,
healing from an illness, and most especially, to let them
know we are thinking of them, that they’re in our hearts
and prayers.
Knitters – CC has been blessed with several women
who are willing to knit beautiful “healing prayer
shawls” for those facing a serious illness or the loss of a
loved one, and we have some new plans for the future.
Nechama – This is the most meaningful act you can
perform for a family that has lost their loved one. We
set up for the Shiva service, provide sweets or assist the
family in arranging for a light meal following the
funeral or memorial service.
R’Fuah – Maintain contact with our congregants who
are recovering from an illness at home and determine if
their needs are being met and/or they need further
assistance.

Please notify the temple office or the Rabbi
directly, if you or a loved one or a friend (with
his/her blessings) has been ill, in the hospital or
may just need a call.
We rely on our
membership to help us be caring and responsive
when people are in need of pastoral presence
and communal support.

Simchas/Connections – We remember our young
people while they are away from home, welcome new
babies to the family, provide meals when needed,
support conversions, send cards of congratulations to the
parents of the wedding of their children, special
birthdays and anniversaries.
Special Needs – Our team leaders continue working
with our children that are in need of a bit of one-on-one.
They are working closely with their parents as well,
giving support.
This is our list of teams that you might want to be a part
of.
Please call or email, Dionne Kempenich,
Coordinator at 665-1125 or dionnemk@gmail.com.
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Our Temple Family

Get Well Wishes to:
Catherine Alter
Helen Argall
Woldemar Dogny
Allen Hope
Gil Lampner

Bursting with Nachas!!!

Tony Joseph
Steve Liebenhaut
Frank Miller
Rabbi Ratner
Paul Weinberg

1) What do you give to people for a birthday or
anniversary who have everything? How about a leaf on
our Tree of Life? Ask Julie for details.

Condolences to Jamie Leigh on the death of her
dear friend, Joanne Kaiser.

2) How do you recognize a significant life-cycle event of a
family member or friend? onsider dedicating a leaf on our
Tree of Life. Ask Julie for details.

Condolences to Simon Senzon, on the death of
his grandmother, Muriel Anzman.

3) What better way to honor your parents, children,
grandchildren or friends than to dedicate a leaf on our
Tree of Life in their honor. Ask Julie for details.

Condolences to Isaac Rockoff on the death of
his grandmother, Shirley Richter.
Condolences to Howard Stafford, on the death
of his mother, Janet Stafford.
Condolences to family and friends on the death
of Natalie Nachman

Donations of food cards go a long way toward helping
members of our community who are having a hard time
right now. If you want to help, please make a donation to
the Rabbi's Discretionary Fund and indicate that it is for
the purchase of food cards to help people in need. Thank
you.

Please remember the temple hours are Monday –Thursday:
9:00 AM to Noon and 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM and Friday 9:00
Am to 1:00 PM. Drop in hours for congregants are 10–11 AM
Mon. – Fri. and 4–5 PM Mon. – Thurs. If you cannot make
those times, please call for an appointment.
Even if the Administrator is in the office prior to or after those
hours, the office is closed. That time is meant for the
Administrator to accomplish tasks that must be done
uninterrupted. Please respect the Administrator’s time by
coming to the office only during open hours. Thank you!

On several recent occasions, we have not had
enough prayer books for everyone attending services
so if you have borrowed one of our blue Mishkan
T'Filah Shabbat Siddur books, please return it to the
sanctuary.

Charles Bolmo

If you have a book and would like to keep it, please
give Julie your check for $36 to cover the cost.

He has been chosen an Asheville Living
Treasure. Join him in celebration at 1:30 PM on

Thank You

Sunday, May 31st, at the Reuter Center.
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Meet Our Bat Mitzvah
Parents: Jen Tracy and Howard Stafford
School: Hanger Hall School for Girls
Hobbies: Soccer.
Favorite TV Shows: Cutthroat Kitchen and The
Ellen Show.
Favorite Places to Eat: Doc Cheys, 12 Bones and
Curate.
Nicknames: Ham Jam.
Places you’ve lived: Asheville, NC
Places you’ve traveled to: Japan, France, Puerto
Rico, Mexico, Bahamas, and all over the U.S.
Extra Curricular Activities: Soccer.
How has your Bat Mitzvah training been so far?
“Fun, stressful, exciting. It has opened new doors and
paths to learning. I'm looking forward to becoming a
Bat Mitzvah!”

Hannah Jane Tracy
May 22 — 23, 2015
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Temple Happenings
May Onegs
Capital Campaign Update as of
April 14, 2015
Fund Raising Goal
$4,400,000
Total $ Pledged to Date
$3,513,873
% of Target Pledged
79.9%
$ Paid to Date
$2,223,893
# of Active Families Pledged
172
% of Active Families Pledged
63.3%
Thanks for your support!

The Book Club will start at 2 PM in Dave Social Hall.
** Note the change in book title for July **
May 11th — "Once We Were Brothers"
by Ronald H. Balson,
Leader: Alyse Wolfson

May 1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th

Pre-K and Kitah Bet families.
Sisterhood
SHABBAT AT HOME
Tracy/Stafford family in honor
Hannah Jane’s Bat Mitzvah.
Confirmation families.

of

When scheduling a meeting to be held
at the Temple, PLEASE be sure to contact Julie
BEFORE you set the date and time to ensure there’s
space to hold it.

NEW IN OUR LIBRARY
Jewish Stories from Heaven and Earth. An inspiring
collection of short stories on a variety of subjects.

June 8th — "The All Girls Filling Station"
by Fannie Flagg, Leader: Ethel Mayer
July 13th — "The Secret Keeper" by Kate Morton
Leader: Helen Pincus
No Meeting in August
Sept. 21st — "By Fire, By Water" by Mitchell Kaplan
Leader: Zsa Lobel
Oct. 9th — "The Boston Girl" by Anita Diamont
Leader: Gail Sobel
For further information contact Sue Lerner 484-4226 or
(cell) 908 568-7255.

LOST AND FOUND
To retrieve something that has been found or to let us
know that you’ve lost something, please contact the
Administrator at the Temple office at 253.4911, ext. 10.

Friendship Circle
Our discussion group will meet on Saturday,
May 16th, at 10:00 AM, in Dave Hall. We
discuss current events that are of importance to the
Jewish community. Because we want to be really
current the topic or topics can't be announced at
this time. Please watch for further details in
forthcoming announcements.
We meet once a month, have a short service, enjoy
some snacks, solve the world's problems and enjoy
the company of the problem solvers. If you would
like to lead the discussion of a topic that is current
and you have strong feelings about please contact
Rubin Feldstein at 298-9782 or rubinf@att.net.
Use this contact information for questions or
suggestions also.
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Temple Happenings
KEEPING HOUSE – LIBRARY and KITCHEN
We have enjoyed three years in our lovely new facility,
and it is being utilized for all types of occasions,
including ritual, educational, and social.
Some
occasions are happy, some sacred, some festive, and
some sad. As would be expected, it is starting to show
small signs of wear and tear.

LAY-LED TORAH STUDY
(THIS COULD BE FUN!)
The Lifelong Learning Committee is exploring
establishment of a Torah study group which would meet
in an informal setting without a formal teacher. The
precise format will be determined by the participants.
As envisioned, however, it would meet on a regular basis
to study the concurrent Torah Parsha. One participant
would serve as the facilitator for that Parsha, but would
not be expected to lecture as such. All participants could
share an interpretation of it, or insights/feelings which
they derive from it. Participants would be free to bring
in whatever outside texts they wish to share with the
others.
The group will decide the schedule of meetings once a
core group can be established.
If you find this idea intriguing, please contact Saul Perla
at 707-5458, or email: saul.perla46@gmail.com, to let us
know of your interest and the days and times you would
prefer to meet. We will then coordinate a schedule for a
first, organizational meeting.
We could use one person to act as an early facilitator for
the first meeting or two, so please let us know if you
would be willing to do so.

Chochma for the Chochems
As I’ve explained, chochma is wit, intelligence,
scholarship, creativity, humor, etc. Those who are
blessed with these qualities are chochems. I’m certain
all of you qualify.
A patsh fargeyt, a paskudne vort bashteyt. A slap may
pass, but a nasty word remains.
A gast iz vi regen: az er doiert tzu lang vert er a last. A
guest is like rain: when he lingers too long he becomes a
nuisance.
Besser a hon in hant aider an odler in himmel. Better a
hen in the hand than an eagle in the sky
Rubin Feldstein

We on the House Committee suspect that not everyone
may be aware of CBHT’s Facility Use Policy. It was
passed by the Board in 2012 for the purpose of allowing
our beautiful home to be used caringly. All members of
CBHT should read this policy, particularly those
chairing or serving on committees. The Policy can be
found on the CBHT website: (bethhatephila.org) under
the Governance tab.
The LIBRARY is one of our beautiful new areas, and
was lovingly organized by Sydelle White. Congregants
are welcome to use the library when it is open, for
reading or laptop use, or small meetings of 6 or fewer
people.
REMEMBER:
*Check books in and out responsibly.
*Food and drinks are not permitted in the
library.
*If you rearrange the furniture, please put it
back in its original position.
*Leave the surroundings and floor clean.
*Children under 13 should be with an adult.
The KITCHEN is another of our new facilities. Our
kitchen must be kept sanitary, and our appliances used
caringly to avoid problems. Use of the kitchen must be
requested by a Temple member who must take
responsibility, and be present. Kitchen use must be
scheduled with Julie, our Temple Administrator.
REMEMBER:
*Leave the kitchen at least as clean as you
found it.
*If appliances are used, Edward MUST also be
present.
*If using the stove or oven, the exhaust fan must
be turned on to prevent setting off the alarm.
*Directions for using the ovens are in the
kitchen. Please read them to avoid causing an
oven to malfunction.
*Directions for using the stove are in the
kitchen. Please clean around burners and
avoid spills into the valves.
*Leftover food should not be stored in the
cooler or freezer unless it is labeled for a
specific use in the near future.
*Children under 13 must be with an adult.
These facilities are meant to be used and enjoyed, and
we need them to serve us for a very long time.
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Temple Happenings

Sharing Shabbat — Friday, May 15th

Mountaintop Minyan
Saturday, May 2nd
Our first Mountaintop Minyan of the season is on
Saturday, May 2nd. We’ll meet at the Chestnut Cove
Overlook along the Blue Ridge Parkway (milepost
398.3) at 10:00 AM. Get on the Parkway at any entrance
in Asheville and proceed south. After the first tunnel,
it’s on the left. We’ll hike around one mile along the
beautiful Mountains to the Sea trail which is mostly
level. Expect an interesting spiritual experience with
your fellow hikers and our Rabbi. Bring a pad or towel
to sit on and some water. If the group wishes, we can
extend the hike afterwards and see some exceptional
scenery. Well-behaved dogs are welcome. If you have
any questions, call Marty Stickle at 273-9041.

“Sharing Shabbat at Home” has become a tradition for
our temple during which on one Shabbat evening,
instead of joining together as we normally do as a
community in our synagogue, our temple members will
share in more intimate Shabbat celebrations in homes
throughout Asheville. This year, “Sharing Shabbat”
will fall on the evening of May 15th, 2015.
For this special Shabbat we will need Hosts who will
volunteer their homes and coordinate a potluck meal for
as many guests as they determine they can
accommodate; Mavens, who will partner with hosts to
lead Shabbat activities for guests in that home; and
Guests who will fill our tables, provide company, and
join us in prayer and discussion. Each Guest will be
matched to a host home and will share in bringing part
of the meal.
The first installments of “Sharing Shabbat” were very
enjoyable and meaningful evenings in which new bonds
were built between temple members. There was
something truly magical knowing that members of our
temple family were celebrating Shabbat and saying the
blessings in homes from Weaverville to Waynesville
and all corners of Asheville.
Our hope is to get as close to full participation of our
temple family as possible. Our desire is for every
member of the congregation to sign up to be a Host,
Maven, or a Guest.
Please contact Alan Feiler at feilera@yahoo.com to
RSVP for this event by May 1st.

Calling for Plants
Some of the Temple's plant beds would be enhanced if
they had more flowering perennials. In keeping with the
Landscape plan we are looking for the following specific
plants: Black-Eyed Susan (Rudbeckia) 'Goldstrum',
Purple Coneflower (Echinacea purpurea), and Blue
Flag Iris (not the common Bearded Iris).

in
It’s time for our yearly double issue.

If you have any of these plants and would like to donate
some to the Temple, please contact me to arrange for a
transfer. Thanks in advance for any plants that you
provide.

Send in your articles and info for June & July
events by May 15th and enjoy a month off.
Your editor certainly will!

Nelson Sobel, 255-0473, nsobel@charter.net.

menorah@bethhaphila.org
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CELEBRATE WITH OUR TEMPLE FAMILIES
MAY BIRTHDAYS
2
3
3
3
4
4
4
4
4
5
5
5
5
6
6
8
8
8
9
10
10
10
10
12
13
14
15

Noah Goldman
Sadie Oreck
Jonathan Pozner
Leon Rocamora
Victor Fahrer
Kathy Gross
Gil Lampner
Sabrina Rockoff
Elijah Rudisill
Ari Schantz
Suzanne Snyder
Maggie Willams
Rebeca Williams
Kira Bursky
Bob Giamelle
Tyrone Erickson
Asa Harris
Theodore Zoller
Hannah Tracy
Brian Cucchi
Adam Henegan
Ayelet Marom
Martha Scarborough
Lara Feinberg
Larry Schantz
Hannah Sirkin
Michael Abrams

15
16
16
17
17
17
18
19
20
20
21
22
24
24
24
24
25
25
26
27
28
28
28
28
29
30
31

MAY ANNIVERSARIES

Linda Altshuler
Jared Feinberg
Corey Silver
Barry Katell
Vivian Smith
Samuel Tuch
Polina Levi
Samuel Gershenson
David Jaben
James Rudisill
Joel Mazelis
Billy Berry
Robert Kaye
Toni Oreck
Phyllis Perkins
Elinor Solnick
Malina Japp
Clara Naimark
William Rocamora
Errol Stone
Lorre Diamond
Charles Gross
Michelle Tracz
Harriette Winner
Arnold Sgan
Steven Levenson
Jean Karpen

5
7
10
14
16
20
22
22
23
23
26
28
29
31

William & Martha Scarborough
George & Celia Wagner
Laurence Weiss & Debra Cooper
Harry & Tina Michel
Joseph & Jean Karpen
Scott & Marcy Sirkin
Steven & Susan Levenson
Seymour & Lotte Meyerson
Jacques & Julia Fogel
Samuel & Geri Kaplan-Gershon
Monroe & Callie Naimark
Mark & Batsheva Meiri
Zane & Debra Ullman
Mark & Mary Ann Jaben

Sponsorship of an Oneg is a tradition that brings a sense of community to a
congregation. Here at CBHT our Shabbat Onegs give us a true sense of fellowship and sharing whether they
are to celebrate a special occasion such as a Birthday or Anniversary or a Memorial Remembrance or just to
take a turn as a member of CBHT providing a congenial atmosphere for conversation.

Can you sponsor a Shabbat Oneg on one of these Fridays?
rd

July 3 (Pot Luck), July 24th, August 7th, August 14th , August 21st , August 28th
Call Gail Sobel at 255-0473 or email at gnsobes@charter.net or Bev Harris at 645-5080 or email at
bevharris123@gmail.com to volunteer to sponsor a Shabbat Oneg on one of these dates. Gail or Bev can also
assist in pairing you with another to sponsor a Shabbat Oneg. You can also call Julie 253-4911 x10 to inquire
about doing a Shabbat Oneg and she will pass your name along to Gail and Bev. One of them will contact you
with the details.
- 13 -

Gifts & Memorials
The Congregation and its Trustees gratefully acknowledge the following gifts:
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
GENERAL FUND
DONATED BY

IN MEMORY OF

Nina Kopesky
David & Rhonda Parish

Carol Wenom

Eve Kosofsky Sedgewick
Terry May’s sister,
Diane April May
Julie and Joseph Cooper
Richard Leavitt, Rose Kline and
Joseph Kline
Charles Skulnik

DONATED BY

IN HONOR OF

Bobbie C. Yuspah
Judith Leavitt

Andrea Nachman and Jeffrey Nachman with appreciation
Tony & Jan Joseph
with appreciation

TIKKUN OLAM FUND — GENERAL
DONATED BY

IN MEMORY OF

Martin & Ivy Dyckman
Judith Leavitt

Dena Citrenbaum
Richard Leavitt, Rose Kline and
Joseph Kline

TIKKUN OLAM FUND — ROOM IN THE INN
DONATED BY

Zane & Judy Duncan

DONATED BY

Bert & Sharon Rothman

IN MEMORY OF

Gizella Eiland
Arnold Litteken
IN HONOR OF

Irv Snyder’s 80th birthday

L’DOR V’DOR CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
DONATED BY

IN MEMORY OF

Arnold & Doris Sgan
Janet Sgan Small
Janet Lee Minner
Marshall Minner
Sarah & Bill Seepe
Natalie Nachman
Leah Karpen
Esther Robinson
Idelle Packer and Bo Farson
George Packer
Gene & Ellen Knoefel
Roz Dave
Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Bayer
Sally Bard
Helaine & Leonard Greene, and Claire Orenzow
Beattie Greene
Claire Orenzow
Natalie Nachman
DONATED BY

Albert Bernstein

Jenny Mercer

IN HONOR OF

the wedding of Alice Cohen and
John Noblitt
Larry Weiss and Debra Cooper
Preston & Karla Diamond
Leah Karpen

IN MEMORY OF

Sandra & Larry Layton
Dennis Winner

Miki Cohn Caplan
David & Susan Leader

IN MEMORY OF

PRAYERBOOK FUND
DONATED BY

DONATED BY

Ricki Tannen

MUSIC FUND
DONATED BY

Al & Henrietta Cuttler

IN MEMORY OF

Isaac Rockoff’s
grandmother, Shirley Richter

Mishkan HaNefesh, or “Sanctuary of the Soul,” is coming soon to a Temple near you.
Yes, finally, a new High Holy Day prayer book, the first since 1975. Here is what Washington Post religion reporter Michelle
Boorstein said about the uniqueness of the new prayer book.
In its attempt to inspire a diverse, liberal faith community with a complicated relationship to prayer, Reform Judaism is a pioneer
among liberal denominations in adapting ancient texts to engage topics that are increasingly mainstream, from gay equality and
interfaith families to doubt.
CBHT will start using this new High Holy Day prayer book this year. Books for the sanctuary have already been ordered. But we still
need about $2,000 to get them delivered in time. Please make your donation to the Temple Prayerbook Fund. Fill out the form below
and send your check as soon as possible. All books will be for the Temple. The deadline for ordering books for personal use has passed.
Payment form for new High Holiday Machzors
Name:____________________________________________________ Number of books you are ordering: __________
How do you want the book plate to read? Books donated by _________________________________________________
In honor of_________________________________ or in memory of __________________________________________
___ # of books: 1 x $25.20, total enclosed: $25.20
___ # of books: 2 x $25.20, total enclosed: $50.40
___# of books: 3 x $25.20, total enclosed: $75.60
___# of books: _____ x $25.20, total enclosed: $________
Make checks payable to CBHT-Prayer Book Fund
Credit Card #_____________________________ ex date_________ CVC #________
Phone number (if paying via credit card) _________________)
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YAHRZEITS
The Yahrzeit policy at our Temple is as follows:
@ The Anniversary date can be celebrated either in the English calendar or the Hebrew calendar.
@ A letter to remind you about your upcoming Yahrzeit is sent to you two weeks before the actual date.
@ The name of your loved one is read at the Friday evening service immediately before the date of the Yahrzeit.
@ If your Yahrzeit actually falls on a Friday, it will be read the previous Friday.
@ If, for any reason, changes must be made, please call the Office before the scheduled date of service.
@ Please keep the Temple Office informed of any incorrect dates or new dates you wish to include.
@ It is important to give the Office the complete date (month/day/year) and whether it is the English or Hebrew date.
@ Please take a moment to update the Office now. Thank you.

May 1, 2015
Homer Argall
Hyman Dave
Morris Goldfarb
Henry Hyman
Harry Kaplan
Libby Riedman Levinson
Frances Miller
Minnie Nathan
Alexander Pearlman
Betsy Rosenberg
Allen Sher
Anne Silver
Robert Silver
Janet Sgan Small

May 8, 2015

May 15, 2015

Augusta Baletin
Carol Spencer Cutter
Esther Feldman
Julius Fleish
Arthur Greene
Harry Levenson
Harry Saskill
Ruth Savoca
Lila Silverman
Elam Logan White
Benjamin Willis

Ann Austin
Morton Cohn
Henry Corden
Evalyn Dave
Ida Garfinkel
Marjory Joseph
Sidney Katell
Gert Liss
Barry Pitt

May 29, 2015
Ruth Adler
Henry Basskin
Rita Freedenberg
Ida Kahn

Josephine Palais Lichtenfels
Rose Raim
Ed “Chick” Rosenberg
Minnie Squire

May 22, 2015
Mollie S. Binenfeld
Mattie Brody
Alice Butchers
John Federinko
Rose Kaplan
Mervyn W. Kellam
Rose Lehman
Sophie Levenson
Nat C. Myers
Edna Olitsky
Albert Rosenberg
Morrell Rubin
Sidney Schochet
Pearl Silverman
Marigene F. Simon
Ralph D. Simon
Sidney T. Small
Eleanor Tuch
Daniel Benjamin Warner
Louis Zeientz

Contact

E-Mail

Telephone

Julie Sherman, Temple Administrator
Monday to Friday: 9:00 AM to Noon
& 1:00 to 4:00 PM.
Drop-In Hours: Mon. to Fri. 10:00 to 11 AM
& Mon. to Thurs 4:00 to 5:00 PM

admin@bethhatephila.org

253-4911, ext. 10

Rabbi Batsheva Meiri
JoAnne Rosenblum, Temple President

rabbi@bethhatephila.org
president@bethhatephila.org

253-4911, ext. 10
274-4431

In case of an emergency outside of regular office hours, please call the Temple office at 253-4911 and the voice mail
recording will indicate whom to call and will provide the telephone number.
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Jewish Family Services Event

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

May 2015
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Monthly Planner

Friday

1

Saturday

2
1:00 PM MANNA
Backpack project

10:00 AM
Mountaintop
Minyan

6:30 PM Family
Shabbat Service and
Birthday Blessings,
Kitah Bet Shabbat,
Music: Seth
Oneg: Class parents

3

4

5

9:30 A M Religious
School, Closing
Ceremony at
11:30 am

6

12:15 PM B'nei
Mitzvah families
meeting

10

8

9

6:15 PM
Leadership
committee
meeting

6:00 PM Film
Festival opening
reception at Blue
Spiral

7:30 PM Sisterhood
Shabbat, Music:
Sarah Kim, Isaac
and Frankie

7:00 PM Kol
Simcha Rehearsal

6:30 PM Torah
Chanting class

Oneg: Sisterhood

12

2:00 PM
Sisterhood Book
Club

13
7:00 PM
Brotherhood
Meeting

14

7:00 PM
Communications
Committee
meeting in conf
room

Emor

15
6:30 PM Torah
Chanting class

7:00 PM Jewish
Film Festival

16

Shabbat at Home,
no services at
Temple.

Menorah Deadline

17

18
10:00 AM
Brotherhood
Brunch

10:00 AM
Contemplative
Shabbat in Dave
Hall

7:00 PM Jewish
Film Festival
Lag Ba'omer

11

Mother's Day

7

4:00 PM Ritual
Committee
Meeting

Acharei Mot

19

1:15 PM
Sisterhood
Planning meeting
in Conf Room

20
12:00 PM
Brotherhood
Schmooze

1:00 PM Jewish
Meditation Group
at CBI

21

7:00 PM Kol
Simcha Rehearsal

22
6:30 PM Torah
Chanting class
7:00 PM
Cultivating
Kavannah

7:00 PM Tikkun
Olam Meeting in
Dave Hall

7:00 PM Jewish
Film Festival

10:00 AM
Friendship Circle

B-har-B'chukotai

23

7:30 PM Kabbalat
Shabbat Service,
Music: Billy and
Sarah Kim

10:00 AM Bat
Mitzvah of
Hannah Jane
Tracy, Music: Billy

Oneg Tracy/Stafford fam ily

Erev Shavuot

B'midbar

24

25
Memorial Day

26

27
7:00 PM CBHT
Board Meeting

28

7:00 PM Jewish
Film Festival

29
6:30 PM Torah
Chanting class
JFS GALA

SHAVUOT

30

7:30 PM Kabbalat
Shabbat Service
Confirmation
Shabbat Music:
Seth
Oneg:
Confirmation/
Kadima families

31

Iyar 12, 5775 - Sivan 13, 5775
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CONGREGATION BETH HATEPHILA
43 NORTH LIBERTY STREET
ASHEVILLE, NC 28801-1822
(828) 253-4911
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

BATSHEVA MEIRI, RABBI
JOANNE ROSENBLUM, PRESIDENT

Celebrate all the special occasions in May
by using Food Cards for your shopping needs.
Available for Ingles, Fresh Market, GreenLife & Earth Fare

*Motivated Enlightened Noteworthy Shopping Card Holder
May Dates to Note
May 2nd
May 3rd
May 7th
May 8th
May 14th
May 15th
May 15th

Mountaintop Minyan
CJJ/West Program
Jewish Film Festival: “Deli Man”
Sisterhood Shabbat
Jewish Film Festival: “Above and Beyond”
Shabbat at Home
Menorah deadline

May 16th
May 17th
May 21st
May 23rd
May 27th
May 28th
May 31st

Friendship Circle
Brotherhood Brunch
Jewish Film Festival: “Once in a Lifetime”
Hannah Jane Tracy’s Bat Mitzvah
Jewish Film Festival: “Dough”
Jewish Family Services Spring Fest
Room in the Inn Host Week Begins

