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think most of us are guilty of it, I know I
am. Instead of counting our blessings, it's
human nature to take them for granted.
Our health, the love of our families, our friends,
living in a country with so much
freedom and opportunity. The list goes
on and on. Often, it's only when we feel
we may lose one of these blessings that
we truly begin to appreciate it.
My involvement in the Wise Temple
community has enriched my life in so
many ways. One of them is certainly the
time built into Temple life to slow
down, reflect, and yes, even be gently
reminded to be thankful for my many
blessings, not to take to them for
granted. This has helped me to banle
my own inclination to take for granted, and to
keep me conscious of my own blessings as I live
them, not just as I am about to lose them.
Like any blessing in our lives, Wise Temple itself
is easy to take for granted. For each and everyone
of us, K. K. B'nai Yeshurun, Isaac M. Wise Temple,
has always been here. Plum Street Temple has
always been here. For many of us Wise Center has
always been here. Even though he's a young man,
for many of us Rabbi Kamrass has always been
here. We have a storied history, a talented and
dedicated staff, commined members, involved
youth, a nationally known Religious School, and

one of the country's largest synagogue libraries.
We are blessed to be a part of the vibrant and
active congregation we call Wise Temple, but we
have no special entitlement to this. Many congregations across the counrry have fallen
on difficult times, and are struggling.
We are fortunate to possess the many
strengths we do today, but this is no
accident. It is through the efforts,
insights, and just plain hard work of
the leadership, senior staff, and members who have come before us. And
today we strive to build on these
strengths.
One of these strengths, an important
but often overlooked part of our culture, is our Fair Share system. Fair
Share allows everyone to self-assess their dues,
based upon their circumstances and our guidelines
for giving. It also allows us to make membership
in our Temple available to everyone, no matter
their financial circumstances. And so we are
blessed to have members of all ages and backgrounds, from dozens of neighborhoods and from
all income levels. Our diversity and the depth and
breadth of our membership are among our greatest strengths, and this would not be possible without Fair Share.
We don't often talk about finances at Wise
conti n ued on page 5 >
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"Words from the Heart"
Seeing the Obvious
BY RABBI LEWIS KAMRASS
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ecently we asked our Confirmation
•
students a simple question: Do you
think that the world will be a better
place thirty years from now than it is today?
You can imagine my surprise when
the large majority of these bright,
wonderful 15 - 16 year-olds,
replied that they did not believe
the world would be a better place
when they were my age. I was so
perplexed by that unanticipated
response, that I posed the same
question to the Catholic college
juniors and seniors in the
Holocaust course that I teach each
year at Xavier University. Their
reply was similar.
What does that say about our young
people's sense of hope? Even more, what
does it say about their sense of purposefulness and their ability to bring meaning and
healing to the world? What does it say about
their perception of their potential and their
impact on the world around them?
When I heard the response of our young
people, we had a good conversation. But
then it was time for me to have a conversation with myself. I reflected back to when I
was their age, thirty years ago. I remembered
viewing a society in tumult, with norms that
were breaking down, and real disconnection
between the generations. I remembered that
my generation and those older than me (the
20 year span of baby-boomers of which I am
at the tail end), were rebelling against convention, but we were enthralled with the
idea that we could make a difference. I
recalled the progress that has been made
environmentally over these last three
decades: cleaner air standards, rivers and
lakes cleaned up from the toxins that poisoned them, higher standards in pollution
control. What was once considered rebellious or "earthy" has now become conven-
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tional. And while there is still so much more
that needs to be considered as we confront
the twin problems of global warming and
dependence on foreign oil, I paused to
reflect that it was the strength of
will, and the passionate belief that
we could be agents of change, that
enabled a generation to change
what was, into something that
would be better for us all. The same
could be said in many other areas civil rights, feminism, gay and lesbian rights - that bear the imprint
of a generation's growth and struggles, and of a generation's sense of
passion that we could shape today
and tomorrow.
Young people today will inherit a world
in their adult years with as many problems
as every generation before them inherited,
perhaps some made more complex by the
instant information age in which we live.
Yet, the armor they will need to address the
issues of their day will be the belief that they
can make a difference. They will need to
believe in the core of their being, that they
have a significant role in repairing the
world. They will need to believe in each
other, and believe in possibility. For if they
do not, they will only have the problems,
with no strength of will to face them.
Judaism reminds us of this every day. We
are not a passive faith. We believe that God
places into our hands the ultimate gift of
life: free will and possibility. And we believe
that each day we live, we are called upon to
use that sense of possibility to reach forward, and to lift ourselves higher, and with

our reach, to elevate life. Tikkun Olam,
repairing the world, is not just a nice
thought; I see tikkun alam as a religious
mandate that each of us is called upon to
answer, as our part of the sacred deal, our
gift back to God in response to the gift of
life. It is what it means to live in covenant
with God: to make the world better as our
response for the gift of living in the world.
I am not some idealistic youth from"a
generation ago. I am a Jew whose ideals are
forever young, because those ideals are
eternal. I am a pragmatist, because my religious values impel me to work smart and
work relentlessly for change. I am a realist
precisely because in my life, I have witnessed
how people and societies working toward
change and believing in the possible, have
forced progress onto the theatre of history.
And I want our children, my students, to be
nothing less: idealists, pragmatists and realists, all nourished by faith.
I suppose I have some more work to do
with our Confirmation class. There is no rest
from the sacred privilege of repairing the
world. And I hope that one day, they will
come to feel the same way: filled with a
sense of possibility, fortified with the ideals
of faith to helpJhem, and us, achieve a
better world. _
Faithfully,

~mm /t.~~
'P :1, :11n
nl'o,t,

11j

Rabbi Lewis H. Kamrass

Rabbi Kamrass has been asked to offer the invocation
at the inauguration of Governor Ted Strickland
in Columbus, onJanuary 13, 2007.
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True Heroes
By BARBARA DR AGUL
very fall I look forward to my
favori te TV show returning. For a
few years that show was Gilmore
Girls, because it's a mother daughter show
and my daughter and I watched it together.
Now my daughter is in college. Sigh. For
several years West Wing was the one show we
watched. But then, sadly, President Jeb Bartlett's two terms were up and the show ended.
Each year there are a slew of
new shows that intrigue me but
rarely am I enticed. There's a
new show on television this
year that's gotten my attention.
Perhaps you've seen it? It's
called Heroes. I actually haven't seen it, but the commercials
and publicity have me interested. According to one
description of the show, Heroes
is a "serial saga about people all over the
world discovering that they have superpowers. The relatable superheroes include Peter
Petrelli, a 30-year-old male nurse who
believes he can fly; Hiro Makamura, a 24year-old Japanese comic-book geek who literally makes time stand still; Matt Parkman, a
beat cop who can hear other people's
thoughts; and Claire Bennet, a 17 -year-old
cheerleader who defies death at every turn.
Not only are they discovering what having
superpowers means to them but also the
larger picture of where their superpowers
come from. Their ultimate destiny is nothing
less than saving the world."
Wow, "nothing less than saving the
world." Now that is a super hero's job. Interestingly the very idea of superheroes in contemporary society has Jewish origins. A few
years ago Reform judaism magazine did a
three part series on "How Jews Created the
Comic Book Industry." By creating a whole
cast of what would become very famous
superheroes, enterprising young American
Jews essentially built the comic book industry at the height of the Great Depression.
From Superman to Batman to Captain
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Marvel, Jews were behind many of the most
popular comic book super heroes. There is a
fascinating history connected to Jews and
super heroes, but as cartoonist, writer and
comic book historian Will Eisner points out
in Reform judaism, "Jews needed a hero who
could protect us against an almost invincible
force; so Siegel and Shuster (inventors of
Superman) created an invincible hero."
Sound familiar? If we look in Jewish
history we find a prototype for our
contemporary superheroes in the Jewish stories of the Golem. According to
legends the mythical Golem possessed
super-natural powers. And although its
history goes back to the Talmud, the
most famous manifestation was in the
16'h century when Rabbi Yehuda Loew
of Prague created a Golem to defend
the Jews from anti-semitism. There are
definitely times a Golem could come in
handy!
According to the new TV series Heroes,
"their (the heroes) ultimate destiny is nothing less than saving the world." I'm curious
about this definition. Is that how you define
a hero? Someone capable of saving the
world? Who does our culture look up to as
heroes? In the year 2000, Time magazine
listed 20 people who they designated as
heroes of the last 100 years. These heroes
exemplified, "courage, selflessness, exuberance, superhuman ability and amazing
grace." This is a pretty impressive set of
attributes but is it sufficient? In Judaism we
are offered different ways to understand heroism, but clearly it is not only associated
with outer strength or power. "Who is a
hero?" Pirke Avot asks. "The one who overcomes temptation ." In this light, heroism
refers to an inner strength that we are all
capable of.
Rabbi David Wolpe writes in his book
Why Be jewish, "If you wish to know the
character of a people, look to its heroes. The
classical heroes of the Jewish tradition are
moral heroes .... heroes in the Jewish tradi-
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tion are people with all the flaws of normal
human beings. Heroism is realizing the highest potentials within us. Skill, talent, magnetism, charisma - these are all morally neutral. No one is a hero for being born with
certain talents. One is only a hero for using
one's gifts in ways that improve the world
(my italics - I think this is key). There is an
everyday heroism that comes from the
attempt, in normal life situations, to do what
is good and what is right. Not only grand
historical figures are heroes. The Jewish
tradition also sees as heroic those who strive
continually to improve the world in small
incremental ways, in acts of everyday
goodness."
I wonder if the new TV series Heroes will
show the protagonists wrestling with moral
issues. Will they demonstrate ways to
improve the world through acts of goodness?
In addition to their superhuman powers will
we see a very human moral compass guiding
their "destiny of saving the world"? The
X-Men creator, Stan Lee, said in Reform
judaism : "To me you can wrap all of Judaism
up in one sentence, and that is, 'Do not do
unto others ... .' All I tried to do in my stories
was show that there's some innate goodness
in the human condition. And there's always
going to be evil; we should always be fighting evil." Although we may not have wings,
or superhuman strength, or the ability leap
buildings in a single bound, we do, everyone
of us, possess that innate goodness that is
capable of improving the world each day.
Now, for me, that is the kind of heroism I
like to see!
VALUE OF THE MONTH
Our value of the month is tzaar baalei
chaim, kindness to animals - the literal translation is "compassion for the pain of living
creatures." Even the Ten Commandments
include the value of tzaar baalei chaim, kindness to animals. Do you know where? The
continued on page 9>
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Where Can We Find God?
BY RA BBI MICHAEL SHULMAN

ews have understood God in so
many different ways throughout the
ages, But how often has one person's path to God been another's stumbling
block? One thing is for sure, we increasingly
have sought to expand our reality and to
connect with something beyond ourselves.
So we seek to encounter God in the
ways we know best. We search for
different ways, for we do not hear
the voice of God like Abraham and
Sarah, Moses and Miriam did in the
Torah. Instead, we often reach out
and make connections - to others, to
our neighbors and to the world
around us. But what is the sum of all
of these connections? The wondrous
way in which everything fits together
is one way we can encounter God.
When our ancestor, Jacob, wrestled with
an angel, he received a new name, Yisrael,
one who wrestles or struggles with God.
One of our very names to this day is the
Children of Israel, we continue the struggle
that started so long ago in our tradition. We
are Israel, we are a people who constantly
struggles and wrestles with our relationship
with God. We are all heirs to this noble
pursuit - adults and children alike.
But if we struggle as adults, how do we
talk to children about God? This is one of
the most perplexing questions rabbis and
educators grapple with year in and year out.
Talking about God is one of the most challenging subjects to teach, but most would
agree that it is also one of the most important ones. To help, there are many books
written on the subject as well as countless
opinions regarding style, approach and what
is appropriate for a particular age. One of
my favorite books is entitled, God: The
Eternal Challenge - I think the name says
it all.
Every year, through an innovative program, the 7th grade B'nai Mitzvah class
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students explore their own beliefs and the
role God plays in their lives. The students
start off together viewing clips from movies
and listening to popular music about God.
This gets their brains working and thinking
about God (something they don't think
about often!) Now that everyone is focused
on the subject at hand, we are
ready for the main activity of
the day - shopping in the
"God Mall."
The entire lower level of
, . , j
Wise Center is transformed
into a shopping mall for our
students so they can explore
their own personal theologies.
Each classroom becomes a
store that sells belief statements representing a particular theology. In order to purchase an item
from the store, a student must explain to the
"cashier" (the 7th grade teachers) why he or
she is choosing this statement and how it fits
into his or her life. Some of the stores
include:
• The Game Keeper, where God is the
ruler of the universe
• The Discovery Store, where God is the
force in nature
• The Nature Company, where God is our
partner in creation
• Borders Books, where God is the author
of life and death
• The Rabbinic Republic, where God is
protector, parent and judge
• The Watch Maker, where God makes the
clocks and winds them
The students can take a break from shopping by stopping at a kiosk where they are
able to try three different object lessons
about God, one involving jeUy beans, one
involving a connect-the-dot puzzle and one
involving lost and found clothes.
By visiting every store, students build
their own God concept and engage in a
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subject they rarely have the opportunity to
think about. They can feel a great sense of
accomplishment as they identify and develop
a personal theology in a fun and interactive
way.
Our students did an amazing job this
session. They were thoughtful, respectful
and really jumped into the experience. They
wrestled with key questions and found
answers for themselves. Perhaps most importantly, the 7th graders had the opportunity
to make connections between their life experiences and their religious views and faith.
When one student picked up the belief
statement in The Nature Company, God
created the world, she responded, "I never
really thought about this until I began to
study for my Bat Mitzvah. We thank God for
creating the world in the prayer, Yotzeir, and
I've been practicing that one for months!"
Another student remarked, "God created
the world but it's not perfect. It's up to us to
fix what's broken, like helping people find
the coats that they lost."
Even the students who questioned
whether or not they believed in God in the
first place, enjoyed the opportunity to delve
into their beliefs and appreciated the challenge from the cashiers.
Other students were challenged by questions that we, as adults, still struggle with: If
God created the world, then how does evolution fit in? Do humans really have free
will? Does God hear and answer our
prayers? Can 1 argue with God? Did God
give the Torah at Mount Sinai?
As our students are challenged by these
questions, may they also challenge us, as
adults. We can find the time to shop in our
own God Mall, reading, discussing and
wrestling with our own personal theologies
and God concepts. After all, this is part of
who we are as a people .. .
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Wise Temple Family
By TAMMY

ne of the most precious gifts we

I have in life is family. When I moved
(0

to Cincinnati eight years ago, it was
for the sake of family, for I was about to
become an aunt. I didn't know that I was
embarking on the decade in which I would
be creating my own new family - by marriage, births and Wise Temple affiliation.
When my husband-to-be and I joined Wise
Temple and began plans for our wedding and
marriage, we were welcomed as family; the
congregation was warm and encouraging.
With the births of our two daughters we
were celebrated as new Jewish parents, and
with the lengthy illness of our youngest, we
were cared for by visits and Mi Sheberach
prayers. Sometimes it feels as if the world
continues to spin around us amid our hectic
past few years, except for Wise Temple. Wise
Temple has evolved with my growing and
changing family. Our girls are now two and
three and a half, and Wise Temple is large

APPRECIATING BLESSINGS
cont i nued from cover

Temple. As a K'hillah K'doshah, a Holy
Congregation, that's as it should be. But as a
critical element in allowing us to provide for
Jewish needs that nourish all of our members, we can't ignore it either. Your Fair
Share contributions make up the vast
amount, over 70%, of our Temple's operating costs. As the cost to operate the Temple
increases, we must recognize that we can't
continue to be healthy and vibrant unless
our members do their part financially.
Soon you will receive a letter asking you
to reassess your Fair Share commitment for
next year. Before you return it, I ask you,
please, to count the many blessings the
Temple affords you, and not to take them
for granted . If we are to continue our
successes and fulfill our responsibilities of

MI LLER- PLOET Z

part of their lives and Jewish development.
We have found that the Temple has welcomed and embraced our young Jewish
family, and has catered to us in a very personal way.
When we first came to the Storytime
program three years ago, it was a great way
for me to meet other parents, some of whom
I have become very dear friends with. My
daughters have met the friends they will
grow up with, be confirmed with and learn
with. The environment is welcoming to all,
and is a gentle introduction for the very
young to basic Jewish values, blessings and
holidays. Another event that we have come
to enjoy is the Wise Tykes Shabbat services.
All of the children love to dance with the
Torah while playing instruments, learning
what a prayer is, and enjoying Shabbat. The
holiday services for Purim, Sukkot and wonderful family Shabbat dinners also are exciting and fun for children of all ages.

Jewish life, we cannot do it without your full
measure of commitment.
Just as we as members should not take the
Temple for granted, nor should the Temple
take for granted our incredible members.
Perhaps it should go without saying, but I'd
like there to be no mistake about it: we
would not be close to what we are today as a
congregation without the amazing contributions of our members, of your time and
talents as well as financial support. For the
generosity you have displayed in so many
ways, we are blessed. Thank you for maintaining the Temple as a high priority and for
making the commitment that is so vital to
sustain our congregation.
Comments? Email me at
aberger@katzteller.com . .

Jewish pride has always been an important value in my life, but the greatest joy and
pride I have ever felt has come from my
children. When my three-year-old first
recited the Shabbat blessings on her own, or
sang a favorite Chanukah song, my heart
melted. When my two-year-old carries her
tzedekah box around the house looking for
pennies, I say a prayer of thanks. It is not
only a loving Jewish home that my daughters
have, but the loving community of Wise
Temple congregants, rabbis and friends. As
parents we are comforted by the knowledge
that Wise Temple cares for us as a young
family, we are excited to know that these are
the rabbis who will help our daughters
become b'nai mitzvah, and maybe perform
their wedding ceremonies some day. The
bond and connection that we feel is a life
long commitment - between Wise Temple
and our Jewish family. "

•

New
Members
We extend a warm welcome to these
new members who have joined our
Wise Temple family.
Dan and Missy Hecht and their
children Joshua and Kyra
Greg and Lin Roth and their
children Dana and Matthew
Daniel and Amanda Septimus
Neil and Lisa Sichel and their
children Evan and Brandon
Meryl Tessler
JANUARY
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mBrotht~rhood

lUES DAYS WITH TORAH
All classes are from Noon - 1:00 PM
For more information or to register,
contact Terri Snavely at 793-2997.

Brotherhood Board Meeting
Thursday, January 11
6:00 PM at Wise Center
For more information, contact Lew
Ebstein at 984-2045.

A Snapshot of Ritual Development with
Rabbinic Intern Karen Thomashow
Tuesdays, January 9 & 16

Brotherhood Chicken Soup Cook-Off
Sunday, January 28
Noon at Wise Center
For more information, contact Michael
Kernish at 984-1623 or
mkernish@mba2005.hbs.edu

Key Events in Jewish History with
Rabbi Shulman
Tuesdays, January 23 & 30

II Eitz Chayim

H

NOTE: Some Eitz Chayim classes require
pre-registration. Check your Eitz Chayim
brochure for details. For more information
or to register, contact Terri Snavely at
793-2997 or tsnavely@wisetemple.org.

Unless otherwise indicated, for more
information about Religious School
activities, contact Terri Snavely at
793-2997 or tsnavely@wisetemple.org.

No School
Wednesday, January 3
Sunday, January 14

Adult Hebrew Classes
Second Semester begins Wednesday,
January 31
Wednesdays, 4:45 - 5 :45 PM at Wise
Center
Pre-registration necessary.

Gesher Grade 4
Sunday, January 7
9:30 AM at Wise Center
For more information, contact Debra
Dressler at 793-2556, ext. 109 or
ddressler@wisetemple.org.

Preparing a Jewish Path
with Phyllis Tobias
Monday, January 8
7:00 - 8:30 PM at Wise Center
Pre-registration necessary.

Gesher Grade 5
Sunday, January 7
9:30 AM at Wise Center
For more information, contact Debra
Dressler at 793-2556, ext. 109 or
ddressler@wisetemple.org.

Jewish Ethics:
Downtown Lunch and Learn
Thursday, January 11
At the office of Katz, Teller, Brant & Hild
255 E. Fifth St., Suite 2400
Lunch will be provided for a suggested
$5 donation.
Pre-registration necessary.

7th Grade B'nai Mitzvah Class
Sunday, January 7
11:45 AM - 3:30 PM at Wise Center
For more information, contact Debra
Dressler at 793-2556, ext. 109 or
ddressler@wisetemple.org.

The American Civil War and the Extent
of Jewish Involvement with Rabbinic
Intern Karen Thomashow
Monday, January 29
7:00 - 9:00 PM at Wise Center
Pre-registration necessary.

Cincinnati Reform Jewish High School
Sunday, January 7
7:00 PM at Wise Center
Grade 6 Family Program
Sunday, January 21
9:15 AM at Wise Center

Jewish Ethics: Sunday Morning Series
Sunday, February 4
10:00 -11:00 AM at Wise Center
No registration necessary.

KESHER

Cincinnati Reform Jewish High School
Sunday, January 21
7:00 PM at Temple Sholom
Gesher Grade 5
Sunday, January 28
9:30 AM at Wise Center
For more information, contact Debra
Dressler at 793-2556, ext. 109 or
ddressler@wisetemple.org.
Cincinnati Reform Jewish High School
Sunday, January 28
7:00 PM at Wise Center

[J St~niors
Phyllis Martin: Are You a Word Watcher?
Monday, January 8
1:00 PM at Wise Center
For more information, contact Joyce
Alpiner at 489-3989 or Cynthia Marmer
at 984-0236.
Freedom Center
Wednesday, February 14
12:30 - 4:00 PM
For more information, contact Donna and
Emil Dansker at 821-0767.

[Ii Sillglt~S
Bowling Party and Pizza Dinner
Sunday, January 14
6:00 PM at Crossgate Lanes in Blue Ash
For more information, contact Nancy
Mendelson at 489-8393.

rn Sistt~rhood
Sisterhood Board Meeting
Wednesdays, January 3 & February 7
9:45 AM at Wise Center
For more information, contact Robin
Newland at 530-5516.
Sisterhood Mah Jongg
Thursdays, January 4, 11, 18 & 25
11 :00 AM at Wise Center
For more information or to RSVP, contact
Cynthia Marmer at 984-0236 .

•
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Gesher Grade 2
Sunday, January 21
9:30 AM at Wise Center
For more information, contact Debra
Dressler at 793-2556, ext. 109 or
ddressler@wisetemple.org.

Sisterhood Mah Jongg Lessons
Fridays, January 12, 19,26 & February 2
For more information or to RSvp, contact
Donna Clay bon at 793-5303.
Evening Program
Kehillat Chesed - Building a Community of
Loving Kindness
Thursday, January 18
7:00 - 9:00 PM at Wise Center
For more information, contact Jori Roth at
793-5444.

~ WiseUP Soda I A(,tion
To sign up for any of the projects below
contact Carn Wasserberg at 793 -2556, ext.
135 or cwasserberg@wisetemple.org.
Knit for Charity
Wednesday, January 10
4:30 PM at Wise Center
For more information, contact Lynn Warm
at 631-9193.
FreeStore/FoodBank
Saturday, January 13
1:00 - 3:00 PM
YWCA Battered Women's Shelter
Luncheon and Day of Beauty, sponsored by
Sisterhood
Sunday, January 28
10:30 AM - 4:00 PM at the Shelter
For more information, contact Julie Kantor
or Laurie Katz.

WYAC
Perfect North Ski Trip
Saturday, January 20
6:00 PM
For more information, contact Rabbi
Shulman at 793-2556, ext. 115 or
mshulman @wisetemple.org.

!m Youth A(:tivities
Shabbat Story Time
Fridays, January 5 & 19
10:00 - 11:30 AM at Wise Center
Read stories, sing songs and celebrate
Shabbat with the Rabbi in a kid-friendly
environment. Open to children 0 - 5 with
their parents.
For more information, contact Amanda
Rosenberg at acrosenberg@cinci.rr.com or
Tammy Ploetz at rontamz@yahoo.com.

(e)YGOW Shabbat Afternoon Program and
Torah Study
Saturday, January 13
Noon - 4:00 PM
For more information, contact Daniel
Schwartz at 295-8770 or
dschwartz @wisetemple.org.

~

NOAR Program for Grades 5 & 6
Sunday, January 21
Noon, beginning at Wise Center
For more information, contact Karen
Thomashow at 793-2556, ext. 202 or
kthomashow@wisetemple.org.

II Mis(:ellancous

1st - 4th Grade Youth Group Havdallah
Program
Saturday, January 13
1:00 - 6:00 PM
For more information, contact Karen
Thomashow at 793-2556, ext. 202 or
kthomashow@wisetemple.org.

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting
Tuesdays & Thursdays
5:30 PM at Wise Center
For more information, contact the Temple at
793-2556.

(e)YGOW Study KalIah
Friday, January 19 - Sunday, January 21
5 :30 PM at Hebrew Union College
For more information, contact Daniel
Schwartz at 295-8770 or
dschwartz@wisetemple.org.

Usher In Shabbat
Ongoing
Usher at either Wise Center or Plum Street
Temple. Through friendly greetings and
prayer book distribution you help provide a
peaceful, orderly and caring atmosphere for
our sanctuaries.
For more information, contact Rod McFauli
at 859-426-5587.

•

Visit the Ralph'&Julia Cohen Library
Library Hours:
Mondays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays
Thursdays
Sundays

1:00 PM - 7:00 PM
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Noon - 6:00 PM
9:00 AM - Noon
9:00 AM - Noon
(when school is in session)

Or browse our online catalog anytime at

www.wisetemple.org

Call Us If You Need ASSistance

t:6

Neighbor-2-Neighbor can lend a helping hand for occasional short term needs.
These may include:
'D' Making a trip to the grocery store or pharmacy
11' Providing rides to services or Temple activities
'D' Picking up books from the Temple Library

We're only
as far away
as your phone!

Ann Margolis: 794-0094
Tara Nitzberg: 891-8809
Pat Passer: 533-3395
Rachel Wells: 530-9881
JANUARY
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NEW YEAR'SDAY
Office Closed

5:30 PM-AA Mtg_(WC)

NO SCHOOL
9:45 All-Sisterhood Board
Hetting(WC)

11:00 AM-Sisterhood Mah
Jongg(WC)
5:30 PM-AA Mtg_(WC)

10:00 AM-Storytime(WC)
6:15 PM-Shabbat
Evening Service(WC)

7

8

9

10

II

12

9:30 AM-Gesher Grades 4 &5
(WC)
11:45 AM-7th Grade B'nai
Mitzvah Class(WC)
7:00 PM-CRJHS( WC)

1:00 PH-Seniors-Program with
Phyllis l1artin(WC)
7:00 PM-Eiu Chayim Preparing a Jewish Paro(WC)

Noon-Eiu Chayim-Tuesdays
with Torah- ASnapshot of
Ritual Development(WC)
5:30 PM-AA Mtg_(WC)

4:30 PH-Sisterhood,tWiseUP
Knitting Project (WC)
4:30 PI1-Mid_k Hebrew(WC)
4:45 PM-Adult Hebrew Classes
(WC)

11:00 AM-Sisterhood Mah
Jongg (WC)
Noon-Eitz Chayim-Jewish
Ethics: Downtown lunch and
learn (0)
5:30 PM-AA Mtg_(WC)
6:00 PM-Brotherhood Board
Meeting(WC)
7:00 PM-B'nai Miuvah
Workshop # I(WC)

10:00 AH-Hah Jongg
lessons(WC)
6:15 PM-Shabbat
Evening Service; Kol
Rinah(WC)

W( = Wise (enter
PST = Plum Street Temple
o= Other location
See listing of events for
more detailed information_

14

16

17

18

19

20

4:30 PH-Midwetk Hebrew(WC)
4:45 PM-Adult Hebrew
Classes (WC)

11:00 AM-Sisterhood Mah
Jongg(WC)
5:30 PM-AA Mtg_(WC)
7:00 PM-Sisterhood Evening
Program(WC)

10:00 AM-Hah Jongg
lessons(WC)
10:00 AH-Storytime (WC)
5:30 PH-(e)YGOW Study
(allah at HUC(O)
6:15 PM-Shabbat
Evening Service; Birthday
&Annivtrsary Blessings; Shir
Chadash(WC)

9:30 AM-Shabbat
Morning Service (WC)
10:45 AM-Torah Study (WC)
10:45 AM-Bar Mitzvah
of Andrew Gelwicks(PST)
6:00 PM-YAC Ski Trip (0)

22

23

24

2S

26

27

Noon-Eitz Chayim-Tuesdays
with Torah- Key Events in
Jewish History(WC)
5:30 PM-AA Mtg.(WC)

4:30 PM-Hidwetk Hebrew(WC)

11:00 AM-Sisterhood Mah
Jongg(WC)
5:30 PM-AA Mtg.(WC)
7:00 PM-B'nai Mitzvah
Workshop #2(WC)

10:00 AH-Hah Jongg
lessons(WC)
6:15 PM-Shabbat
Evening Service(WC)
6:30 PM-Wise Tykes
Service(WC)

9:]0 AM-Shabbat
Morning Service(WC)
10:45 AM-Torah Study(WC)
10:45 AM-Bar Mitzvah
of Ryan Youkilis(PST)

9:15AM-6th Grade Family
Program(WC)
9:30 AM-Gesher Grade 2(WC)
Noon-NOAR Program(WC/O)
7:00 PM-CRJHS at Temple
Sholom(O)

28

29

30

31

9:30 AM- Gesher Grade 5(WC)
10:30AM-Sisterhood/WiseUPBattered Women's Shelter
Project(O)
Noon-Brotherhood Chicken
Soup Cook-off(WC)
4:30 PM-Extended
Confirmation Class
Session(WC)
7:00 PM-CRJHS(WC)

7:00 PM-Eiu Chayim-The
American Civil War &Extent of
Jewish Involvtment(WC)

Noon-Eitz Chayim-Tuesdays
with Torah-Key Events in
Jewish History(WC)
5:30 PM-AA Mtg.(WC)

4:30 PH-Hidwetk Hebrew(WC)
4:45 PH-Adult Hebrew
Classes(WC)

8

KESHER

9:30 AM-Shabbat
Morning Service (WC)
10:45 AM-Torah Study (WC)
Noon-(e)YGOW Shabbat lunch
&Torah Study(WC)
1:00 PM-Grades 1-4 Youth
Group Havdallah Program(WC)
I:OOPI1-WiseUPFreeS to re/Food bank(0)

Noon-Eitz Chayim-Tuesdays
with Torah- ASnapshot of
Ritual Development(WC)
5:30 PM-AA Mtg.(WC)

6:00 PM-Singles Bowling Party
&Pizza Dinner(O)

21

13

I1ARTIN WTHER KING DAY
Office Closed

IS

NO SCHOOL

Morning Service(WC)
10:45AM-Torah Study(WC)
10:45 AM-Adult Bat
Mitzvah of Geri
Kolesar(WC)

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
PLEASE CALL THE TEMPLE
AT (513) 793-2556 OR VISIT
www.WISETEMPLE.ORG

PROGRAMMING NEWS
January Evening Program
Our January evening program will take place on
Thursday, January 18 at 7:00 PM at Wise Center.
"Kehillat Chesed - Building a Community of Loving
Kindness," is a panel discussion featuring a caregiver, a
rabbi and a physician. The panel, consisting of Harriet
Friedman, Rabbi Kamrass, and Dr. E. Gordon Margolin,
will explore the complexities of caring for an ailing
spouse or aging parents. Please join us for what promises to be an interesting and informative evening.
For more information, please contact Jori Roth at
793-5444.
Sisterhood Retreat
Please join us for our first Sisterhood Retreat! At this
event we will get serious about having fun. Not only will
we have lots of fun in the form of singing, dancing, yoga,
making bracelets and of course, eating great meals and
treats, but we will also learn what Judaism has to say
about nurturing our souls with fun!
When: Saturday, February 10 from 9 AM to 5:30 PM
Where: Wise Center
Cost: $25.00/person
Questions? Conta.ct event chairs Lorie Kleiner Eckert,
489-7627, or Pat Silver, 779-3599.
**Refresh **Relax **Refuel **RETREAT!
Save the Date
Please save Saturday evening April 14 for Wise Temple
Sisterhood's Bingo Night at Wise Center. Please contact
Lorri Manning, 984-9167, or Teri Junker, 731-1499, for
more information.

MAH JONGG LESSONS
Mah Jongg lessons will be offered on Fridays from
10:00 AM to Noon at Wise Center. The class begins on
January 12 and continues on January 19 & 26 and
February 2. Lessons are open to any Sisterhood member. If you are interested, please RSVP to Donna
Claybon at 793-5303.

TRUE HEROES
continued from page 3

fourth commandment that ordains the Sabbath also legislates that on that day, "you
shall not do any work - you, your son and
daughter, your male and female slave, and
your cattle ... " (Exodus 20:9) Here are some
other Jewish laws that protect animals:
• Just as there is a law permitting one who
is working in a field to eat while he is
working, so does the Torah grant animals

•

KROGER CARDS

•

Rlease help support Wise Temple Sisterhood by purchasing a Kroger Gift Card for just $5 (which will be credited
to the card). Wise Temple Sisterhood is part o.f the
~roger Neighborhood Rewards Program. Once you
purchase a card, you can refill it while in the checkout
line at Kroger. Every time you add money to the card
(and you CAN use your Credit Card), Sisterhood will
get back a percentage of the dollars that you purchase.
It's an easy way to help Sisterhood and Wise Temple
while doing your regular grocery shopping. The gift card
is also accepted at the GAS PUMP at most Kroger stores,
and also in Kroger's pharmacy department. Stop in the
gift shop and purchase your card today. If you want a
card but can't make it to the Gift Shop, or for more
information, call Unda Berger at 631-1372.

South Avondale Room Mothers Program
The Wise Temple Sisterhood South Avondale Room
Mothers Program will be hosting an hour long Valentine's
Day Party at the elementary school. No experience is
needed to volunteer, just enthusiasm and a willingness
to provide children with treats, games, and fun. For more
information, contact Barbara Levy Wall at 891-6152.

Tr~ditie>ns &- Tr~~sur~~
G-ift ~he>l'

FLEA MARKET
Are you moving? Cleaning closets? Redecorating? The
Flea Market will gladly get those no-longer needed items
out of your way. Among the many items we accept are
costume jewelry, purses, furniture, bedding, table linens
and even cars and boats. (No clothing, books or toys
please.) Just drop offyour donations at Phyllis Fine's
house, 3145 Fairhaven Lane, or call Phyllis at 731-6063
to arrange pick up of large items.

After Chanukah Sale!
Sunday, January 7
20-50% off Chanukah items,
excluding cards, books and CDs.

COMMUNITY SERVICE
Knitting Project Continues
Join us to knit and "kibbitz" while making caps for adults
and children in need. Bring your own yarn and needles.
While this is a time to gather, you may also knit at home.
We will meet at Wise Center on Wednesdays from 4:30 to
5:45 PM on January 10, February 14, and March 14. For
more information, contact Lynn Warm 631-9193.
YWCA Battered Women's Shelter "Day of Beauty"
The Sisterhood/WiseUP YWCA Battered Women's
Shelter UDay of Beauty" luncheon will be held Sunday,
January 28, from approximately 10:30 AM to 4:00 PM.

the same right.
• Deuteronomy forbids harnessing two animals of unequal strength (e.g. an ox and a
donkey) in a field, for one will suffer frustration, the other strain.
• In Deuteronomy we learn that if a person
comes across a nest of birds, he cannot
take the mother bird with the young, but
must send the mother away to spare her
feelings. Maimonides wrote about this
law, "for the pain of the animals under
such circumstances is very great."

The day will include preparing and serving lunch to
women living at the shelter, caring for their children,
complimentary hairstyling by Pure Concepts, and a
special guest speaker. This is always an inspirational
day for all. Volunteers can sign up for all or part of the
day. For more information, contact Julie Kantor at
745-9461 or Laurie Katz at 733-3112.

Gift Shop Hours
(and by appt.)
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Sunday

9:30 - 1:30
2:30 - 5:45
9:30 - 1:30
9:15 - 11:45

If you are interested in joining our gift shop
team, please contact Margie Meyer
at 984-2345.

•
•

• "You must not eat your own meal until
you have seen to it that all of your animals are properly fed." (Berachot 40a)
Excerpted from Joseph Telushkin's The

Book ofJewish Values.
Kindness to animals is so important that it
is regarded as a hallmark of a good person.
"A righteous person knows the soul (alternatively 'the needs') of his animal" (Proverbs
12:10) . •
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Attention Tasters
Third Annual Brotherhood Chicken Soup Cook-Off!
~ is January and finally that magic

\ l1J' time when the air is filled with the
aroma of chicken soup. At least, the
savory blend of soup, Marx's bagels, and fun
will be in the air at Wise Center on Sunday,
January 28 beginning at noon.
Last year we sampled our way through
over 120 gallons of soup, ate over 2,000
Marx's bagels, perused table after table of
auction items, enjoyed the sounds of Shir
Chadash, and laughed over the 30 gaily
decorated tables. This year promises to be
even bigger and better.
Once again, Dr. Jay Rissover is at the
helm of the Chicken Soup Cook-Off team.
He and his committee have been working
for months to plan this event. Jay notes, "It
is looking like a record-breaking year for
Chicken Soup. Please help congratulate our
proud sponsors, Kroger and Huntington
Bank (new this year), for their generous
contributions to the festivities. We couldn't
have done it without them. Montgomery
Inn and Izzy's also have stepped up to the
plate and have hit a home run for us as our
Maitre'd level entrants. They have all contributed above and beyond the call of duty,
and we are proud to have them at the CookOff."
As of November, there were 18 restaurants working on preparations to join the
cook-off, and several amateurs had already
warmed up their kettles. The Wise Temple
Youth Group, (e)YGOW, was the very first
to enter the amateur competition. As in
years past, all major winners will receive the
coveted Chicken Soup Trophy and its three
feet of brilliant brass beauty.
There are several "celebrity personalities"
lined up for the day. Andy Furman will again
bring his own brand of humor as Master of

10

K E S HE R

•

•

Ceremonies. In addition, there are many
esteemed judges, many of whom will join
the event for the first time. Gary Burbank, a
local restauranteur and winner of several
Marconi awards for his humor, will help
judge this year. He is joined by other new
judges, including television personalities
Howard Ain and Rich Apuzzo, and radio
"cooking lady" Marilyn Harris. We are also
pleased to welcome back news anchor Jack
Atherton, restauranteur Nat Comisar and
Federation CEO Shep Englander. They will
be joined by other Wise Temple judges.
This year 's auction promises to be even
more spectacular than ever. There will be
three framed photo canvases that Jay reports
"have to be seen to be believed." There will
also be glass sculpture, oil paintings, several
pieces of pottery, golf on a championship
level course, hotel accommodations,
Cincinnati Reds tickets (excellent location!),
massage, hair styling, manicures, and, of
course, dozens of restaurant and other gift
certificates.
As in years past, attendees of this event
will be able to purchase the annual Chicken
Soup T-shirt. This year, the Brotherhood
kicked off a new contest for its design. As
Jay stated, "You will not want to miss this
opportunity to own and sport your very
own collector's edition shirt."
While the Chicken Soup Cook-Off is all
about fun, there is a more serious side to this
program. As in the past, soup will be
donated to the Over-the-Rhine Soup
Kitchen to assist the effort to feed the homeless and hungry. In addition, the Brotherhood will be raising funds through this event
for college scholarships, Jewish camp tuition, and books to be donated to our library.
Also, a portion of the day's proceeds will be •

given to the Cincinnati Free Store/Food
Bank.
For the latest information about the Third
Annual Chicken Soup Cook-Off, please visit
the event on the web. You can access the
page by clicking the Chicken Soup link on
www.wisetemple.org. The schedule and
current list of entrants can be found there, as
well as some selected photos of last years
Cook-Off.
So gourmets, gastronomes, chefs, and
cooks: fire up your taste buds and clean your
palates. It is time to mark your calendars and
come to Chicken Soup Cook-Off

I I. "

Summer 2007
Teen Israel
Experience
Wise Temple teens can have an Israel
experience for little more than the cost
of a round trip ticket to New York!
The Jewish Foundation provides grants
of up to $6,000 (for high school
students) and $3,000 (for college
students) for any approved Israel
experience including NFTY's summer
2007 5-week Europe/Israel program.

This is the year to go!
For more information contact
Barbara Miller at 985-1528 or
bmiller@jfedcin.org or
www.jewishcincinnati.org.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Andrew R. Berger, President
Dr. Mitchell Cohen, j "Vice-President
Mark Kanter, Vice-President
Geri Kolesar, Secretary
Amy Katz, Asst. Secretary
Carol Kabel, Treasurer
Deborah R. Herman, Immediate Past President
Bruce Baker
James D. Cohen
Lewis Ebstein
Barry Elkus
Daniel Fagin
Deborah Friedman
Valerie Friedman
Dr. James Greenberg
Alan Gross
Deborah Horewitz
Kathie Kaplan
Mark E. Knue
Cynthia Marmer
Howard Mintz
Matthew Nitzberg
Sue Ransohoff
Dr. Jay Rissover
J. David Rosenberg
Karen Tochtermann
Jody Tsevat
Ross Vigran
Mark Weiss
Robin Newland, Sisterhood President
Lew Ebstein, Brotherllood President
Sam Pollak, Youth Group President

PAST PRESIDENTS
Suzanne S. Teller, Dianne M. Rosenberg,
Michael R. Oestreicher, Lynn W. Warm,
Milton S. Schwartz, Patricia H. Passer,
Peter M. Bloch, James J. Friedman,
Richard Snyder, Louis J. Ullman,
David J. Schiebel, June J. Burgin, Robert Kanter,
Dr. Edward H. Saeks, Jacob K. Stein,
John A. Benjamin, Melville J. Dunkelman,
Joseph S. Stern, Jr.

HONORARY
Florence M. Kaufman, Betty E. Benjamin

TEMPLE DIRECTORY
Lewis H. Kamrass, Senior Rabbi
lIana G. Baden, Associate Rabbi
Michael S. Shulman, Associate Rabbi
Albert A. Goldman, Rabbi Emeritus
Betti R. Greenstein, Temple Administrator
Barbara L. Dragul, Director of Education and Lifelong Learning
Susan G. Kulick, Esq., Director of Development
Office Telephone: 793-2556
Religious School: 793-2997
Rabbinic Line: 793-2559
Office Hours: 8:30 to 5:00 M-F
Website: www.wisetemple.org
E-mail: welcome@wisetemple.org

Upcoming Eitz Chayim Classes
Preparing a Jewish Path
Monday, January 8
7:00 - 8:30 PM
If you are considering conversion or are
in the process of becoming a Jew-by-Choice,
this workshop is for you. This interactive
session will focus on the interests of the participants, so bring questions and issues that
are on your mind. Topics of discussion could
include: When will I feel Jewish? What is
the big deal about Israel? What does it mean
to let go of my past traditions? Facilitator:
Phyllis Tobias
A Snapshot of Ritual Development in the
Jewish Tradition, With Our Lens On Rituals
In The Sanctuary.
Tuesdays, January 9 & 16
Noon -1:00 PM
To begin with, we will undertake the task
of defining "ritual" and work toward understanding exactly how it is that rituals fit into
the Jewish tradition. Second, in this course
taught in the sanctuary, we will discuss the
origin and development of rituals in our worship space. This course with Rabbinic Intern
Karen Thomashow will be informative and
hands on.
Jewish Ethics Series
Offered Two Different Times and Places!
Jewish Ethics: Downtown Lunch and Learn
at Katz, Teller, Brant & Hild
255 East Fifth Street, Suite 2400
Thursdays, Noon - 1:00 PM
January 11 - Lashon HaRav, Evil Speech
March 8 - Hatred and Revenge
May 10 - Truth and Lying

OR
Jewish Ethics: Sunday Morning Series
at Wise Center
Sundays 10:00 -11 :00 AM
February 4 - Hatred and Revenge
April 15 - Truth and Lying

Key Events in Jewish History
Tuesdays, January 23 & 30
Noon -1:00 PM
What key events in our history have
shaped the Jewish world in which we live
today? Can you imagine how our lives
would be altered if history had unfolded in a
different way? Join Rabbi Shulman for this
discussion course as we debate the impact of
various historical events on the Jewish people, past, present and future.
The American Civil War and the Extent of
Jewish Involvement
Monday, January 29
7:00 - 9:00 PM
In this session with Rabbinic Intern Karen
Thomashow we will examine the American
Jewish historical backdrop of the 19th Century through wills, journals, and other
extant literature from major Jewish plantation owners, community members, and Jewish religious leaders (including Isaac Mayer
Wise). This session will be held in conjunction with an historian of 19th Century America, who will fill-in the historical facts necessary to best understand the extent of, and
significance of, Jewish involvement in slavery. The evening will end with a brief look
at a Talmudic text which highlights a connection to Passover.
Adult Hebrew- Second Semester
Wednesdays, beginning January 31
4:45 - 5 :45 PM
$70.00 for the semester, plus a book fee
We are offering three levels of adult
Hebrew. If you would like help determining
which level is right for you please contact
Barbara Dragul, Director of Education &
Lifelong Learning, at 793-2997 or
bdragul@wisetemple.org. You may sign up
for the second semester of any of our
Hebrew classes without having participated
in the first semester.
To register for any of this month's
Eitz Chayim classes, contact Terri Snavely,
793-2997 or tsnavely@wisetemple.org.
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, MAZELTOV
The Temple offers congratulations to the
following families:

WiseUP Social Action programs
are continuing in January.
Brochures listing the January
through March programs were
recently mailed; be sure to signup for this quarter's meaningful
projects. Upcoming projects
include:

Wednesdays, January 10,
February 14 and March 14
4:30 - 5 :45 PM
Kibbitz while you knit scarves
for children in need. Knit at
home or with Sisterhood at
Wise Center. Bring your own
needles and yarn.
Project leader: Lynn Warm

FreeStore/FoodBank
Saturday, January 13
1:00 - 3:00 PM
Did you know that Wise Temple donated a
record 19,300 pounds of food during our
Yom Kippur Food Drive this year? Be part
of the next important step in the process.
Help receive, sort and pack donated food
at the FreeStore/FoodBank. (Ages 10+,
ages 10-16 must be accompanied by an
adult.)
Project leader: Kathy Claybon

B'nai Mitzvah
January 6 - Adult Bat Mitzvah of Geri
Kolesar.
January 20 - Andrew Gelwicks. Son of
Thomas Gelwicks and Beth Silverman.
January 27 - Ryan Youkilis. Son of John and
Abbie Youkilis. Grandson of Marvin and
Ethel Guttenberg.

Births
Dr. Ken Rosner on the recent birth of his
great-grandson, Jonah Isador Smith.
Ethel Rosner on the recent birth of her greatgranddaughter, Sasha Rose Kirzner.

YWCA Battered Women's Shelter
Sunday, January 28
10:30 AM - 4:00 PM
Brighten the lives of domestic violence
victims and their children by helping our
Sisterhood host lunch and a day of beauty
at the Shelter. Sign up for all or part of the
day. (Women ages 12+)
Project leaders: Julie Kantor &
Laurie Katz

Andrew and Lisa Petty on the recent birth of
their daughter, Rebecca Evelin Petty.
Louie and Mary Lee Sirkin on the recent birth
of their granddaughter, Rachael Meredith
Meldman.

Engagements
Judi Rosensweet on the recent engagement of
her son, Matthew Rosensweet to Renee
Grover.

To register for WiseUP Social Action

Weddings

projects, call the Temple office at
793-2556 or email
cwasserberg@wisetemple.org.

•

Bradley Swillinger on his recent marriage to
Courtney Duncan. Steven and Carole
Swillinger and Rhea Swillinger on the
marriage of their son and grandson, Bradley,
to Courtney Duncan .
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