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actually you are the keepers of Judaism,"
said Dr. Barry Chazan to a group of
Jewish educators at the annual meeting of
the National Association of Jewish Educators. As I
sat and listened to our scholar for the
conference, I kept coming back to this
bold statement. I was trying to follow
Dr. Chazan's remarks but my main
desire at that moment was to share
his words, with all the certainty he
expressed, with our teaching staff at
Wise Temple. Dr. Chazan is an education professor at Hebrew University
of Jerusalem and clearly knows a lot
about Jewish education.
"You are the keepers of Judaism," nothing less
lies at the heart of our work. I found Dr. Chazan's
direct statement startling in its truth as I thought
about our teachers and the work they do. There is
a wonderful story about a roving commission of
the foremost Rabbis who were once sent to
encourage education and to establish schools.
They came to a town where there was no trace of
instruction nor any teacher. They addressed the
inhabitants and asked them to produce the guardians of the town. The heads of the municipality
appeared. "These are not the guardians of the
city," the Rabbis exclaimed. "Who are the guardians then?" asked the citizens with astonishment.

"The guardians of the town are the teachers"
(excerpted from How to Be a Jewish Teacher by
Rabbi Sam Joseph).
As Dr. Chazan went on expounding on the
theme of our conference, "The Ties
that Bind Us," I kept picturing our
teachers, the guardians of our community, making Judaism come alive each
week in their classroom, caring for a
sad child, helping students make new
friends, teaching Jewish values, lending
a hand or an ear or a smile, giving of
themselves over and over again.
Dr. Chazan went on: "Judaism is
about character and behavior education - the
shaping of a people from cradle to grave." Yes,
that describes what our teachers do. "We are
bound by a belief in a culture of inquiry" and a
"commitment to Jewish texts and their study."
Yes, that is a guiding force for our teachers. Educators "have the greatest impact and the most
contact with Jews," and it "can make a difference." Yes, that is what I see our teachers do each
week, making a difference, and doing so with
grace and generosity.
I believe with all my heart that the work of our
teachers makes a positive difference in the lives of
our s dents, our families, our congregation and
continued on page 3
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"Words from the Heart"
BY RA BBI LEWI S KAM RAS S

ne doesn't need to watch a science
•
fiction or doomsday movie to consider the fragile balance of the world
in which we live. Only a few years ago, there
was a popular film about a meteor colliding
with earth, with the resulting
storm that would devastate entire
urban areas, and the environmental cloud that could compromise
human life. Now, we simply turn
on the news, or read the newspapers and see smaller scale examples, but nonetheless, catastrophic to those affected. And
more globally, the "cloud" that
compromises human life is actually the cumulative effects of
what we, not an obscure collision
with a meteor, are creating. When yesterday's science fiction or doomsday events of
creative authors become today's seeds of
reality, our eyes are opened to the kind of
future we are creating. Since the Torah tells
us in one of the first insights in "Genesis"
(1:28-29), that humans are God's stewards
of creation, then surely environmental concerns are a primary religious issue. Concern
about what we are doing to land, sea and air,
and all life that depends on these is not
merely a political issue, or a scientific issue,
or even a civic issue. Environmental concern
is stewardship, the religious mandate from
Torah to which we are called to respond.
The rabbis understood this in the story
they created that this world was not the first
world created, that in fact, God had created
other worlds, less refined, less wondrous
than this one, and each had subsequently
been destroyed. But finally, at the end of
creating this world, God said, "See my
works, how fine and excellent they are! All
that r created, r created for you. Reflect on
this, and do not corrupt or desolate my
world; for if you do, there will be no one to
repair it after you"(Midrash Ecclesiastes
Rabbah 7: 13).

2
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Connecting environmental concerns with
their compelling call from Torah, this year,
our celebration of Shavuot will focus on this
important issue. I personally invite you to
join us for Shavuot Sensation, our annual
Shavuot celebration and observance on Tuesday, May 22 at
7:00 PM at Wise Center.
Shavuot, one of the three
pilgrimage festivals celebrates
the giving of the Torah and the
pilgrimage our ancestors made to
the Temple in Jerusalem to offer
the first fruits of their harvest.
Shavuot shines a spotlight on
judaism's meaningful connection
to the land and to the natural
cycles of the year. It is also traditional on Shavuot, to honor the centrality of
Torah in Jewish life, by spending the evening
not only in worship, but in study. This year
our Shavuot Sensation will shine a spotlight
on Jewish life and the Environment. The
evening will feature a speaker from Ohioans
for Health, Environment and Justice, Mary
Clare Rietz, who is "one of a 100 people
trained by Al Gore to bring the message of
global warming to the citizens of the U.S,"
along with sessions on Jewish teachings on
the environment. Judaism has much wisdom
to offer us about our relationship with the
earth.
On Shavuot evening, we will begin our
celebration of Shavuot through spirited
worship . We will then hear the presentation
by our guest speaker. Then after a delicious
dessert reception of cheesecake, we will
offer several choices of classes taught by our
rabbis and rabbinic interns that focus on
different Jewish dimensions of environmental concerns; these sessions will provide us
with various lenses through Jewish tradition,
that will help give added meaning to us as
we see the headlines, watch the news, and
try to lend our own energy and commitment
to this most compelling issue of our day. You

will soon receive an invitation and RSVP
form for the dessert and study sessions.
Please return these promptly to the Temple.
r urge you to be a part of Shavuot Sensation
this year, and see how the study of Torah is
not only relevant to us today, but even calls
to our generation on this matter with greater
urgency than any generation that preceded
us; being God's steward in safeguarding the
world takes more than simply reading the
headlines and waiting for others to do something about it.
Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakkai ... used to say:
"If you have a sapling in your hand, and
someone should say to you that the Messiah
has come, stay and complete the planting,
and then go to greet the Messiah"(Avot de
Rabbi Nathan, 31b).
And since Jewish tradition teaches that
the messianic era could happen at anytime,
it is time for us to have saplings in our hand,
cleaning up the world around us today,
tending to tomorrow, and responding to the
eternal citll from God to vouchsafe our
world. ' Faithfully,

~ l t::,.--.
mob mm on, ?

J.' :nil

Rabbi Lewis H . Kamrass

Shavuot/Yizkor
Service
Wednesday, May 23
9:30AM
at Wise Center
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Guardians of Our Heritage
continued from page 1

the Jewish people. It is one of the few things
of which I am certain. Dr. Chazan was confirming what I knew deep down.
We, at Wise Temple, are truly grateful for
the role our teachers play in "raising" our
Jewish children, and we are ever mindful of
the dedication and hard work that it takes to
do this well. We thank our teaching staff for
all that they do: for the caring they show to
each child, for the love of Judaism they
share, for the creativity they bring to their
classroom and for being what Abraham
Heschel calls "a text person," someone who
our children have the good fortune to learn
from and with.
And so, on Friday, May 11, I invite the
entire congregation to join together in paying tribute to our teachers and madrichim at
our annual Shabbat HaMoreh service, at
6: 15 PM. Your presence at this service
enables us to truly show our appreciation as
a congregation. They say teachers touch the
future - our teaching staff ensures our Jewish
future .
As our Shabbat HaMoreh approaches be
sure to thank a teacher or two for making
our school the wonderful place that it is!
We say Todah Rabah - thank you, thank
you, thank you!
To our madrichim:

Ron Apke, Jenny Applebaum, Dana Askin,
Brandon Blackmer, Leah Burgin, Max
Chaiken, Nancy Cohen, Nikki Cohen,
Rachel Craig, Molly Cramer, Katie Cropper,
Alex Dell, Danielle Ebstein, Ryan Ebstein,
Matthew Eichel, Hannah Elkus, Maddie
Elkus, Hilary Fingerman, Peter Friedman,
Rob Friedman, Emily Gabelman, Rachel
Greenberg, Hannah Gross, Lizzy Hastie,
Alex Howie, Lauren Hughes, Jake Jackson,
Grace Kabel, Jared Kamrass, Micah Kamrass,
Annie Kanter, Justin Kirschner, Hannah
Klein, Evan Kleymeyer, Emilee Kraus, Emily
Krieger, Ben Kushner, Allison Lazarus, Alexa
Levick, Steven Levick, Ari Levine, Josh
Levine, Jaynie Levinson, Ben Levy, Rebecca
Levy, Sam Lindner, Chelsea Manning,
Jennifer Manning, Jenny Margolis, Emily

•

McOsker, Chad Miller, Nathan Miller,
Michael Mintz, Graham Mitro, Susanna
Mitro, Sarah Moskovitz, Michael Natarus,
Becca Nitzberg, Max O'Leary, Brianna
Pecsok, Paul Pescovitz, Ellen Pittman, Sam
Pollak, Jordan Rabin, Sara Rabin, Delia
Ridenour, Hannah Roberts, Alexander Rock,
Ben Rosen, Sarah Schneider, Brad Seelig,
Maddie Slutsky, Jordan Slutzky, Jeff Spitz,
Sarah Spitz, Julia Stern, Katelin Stern,
Michael Sussman, Ibby Tarshis, Samantha
Tieger, Alex Toole, Becca Tsevat, Danj
Tsevat, Sophie Wall, Tyler Wall, Baylee
Waterman, Logan Waterman, Melanie
Wegner, Emma Weinstein, Kayley Wolf,
Sarah Wood.

•

joke in calling Mother's Day a great Jewish
holiday, but there's actually some truth there.
Our value of the month, Kibud Av Va'aym,
Honoring Parents, is one of the few commandments that many people remember
when asked to recite the Ten Commandments. Long before Hallmark thought to
cash in on our affections for our parents,
Judaism ascribed great honor and reverence
for parents, understanding their significant
place in the community. Some of our ancient
rabbis considered this commandment to
honor one's parents to be the most important of all. Rabbi Gunther Plaut explains:
"Parents are God's representatives and partners in the rearing of their cruldren, and

On Friday, May 11, I invite the entire
congregation to join together in paying tribute
to our teachers and madrichim at our annual
Shabbat HaMoreh service, at 6:15 PM.
To our teachers:

Suellen Applebaum, Linda Arnold, Tomer
Avivi, Katie Bauman, Billy Bie, Barbara
Block, Deborrah Cannizzaro, Rachel
Crossley, Cheryl Czulewicz, Adam Delson,
Jacob Drapkin, Debra Dressler, Kathy
Dumes, Karen Thomashow Eyal, Laura
Foster, Jennifer Frenkel, Teri Hiudt, Dena
Kemish, Robert Klein, Chris Kraus, Sheri
Kroscher, Betsy Lefton, Debbie Lieberman,
Rabbi Margie Meyer, Geoff Mitelman,
Deena Pinales, Andrea Rapp, Gail Ronkin,
Mazal Rosenblatt, Naomi Ruben, Jackie
Sachs, Edie Shapiro, Sarah Smiley, David
Snyder, Howie Stein, Mike and Mjchelle
Strapko, Leeann Tito, Sarah Weiss, Debbie
Wolf, Rachel Yakar, Ben Zeidman.
VALUE OF THE MONTH

This month we will celebrate that great
Jewish holiday, Mother's Day. I've heard
that Hallmark sells more cards for Mother's
Day, than for any other holiday. And next
month, in June, we will pay tribute to our
fathers. You probably thought I was making a

children who fail to respect this special position are offending against God as well" (The
Torah: A Modern Commentary). So important is this Mitzvah that it is the only one of
the Ten Commandments with a prorruse
attached to it. "Honor your father and
mother, that you may long endure and that
you may fare well on the land that the Lord
your God is giving you." What does it mean
to honor one's parents? One midrash
explains quite clearly that this means "providing them with food and drink, clothes and
warmth and guiding their footsteps when
they are old and frail" (Sifra to Leviticus
19:3). In general, studying Torah and doing
good deeds are considered ideal ways to
honor one's parents. In addition, one is to
perform the Mjtzvah joyously!
-Excerpted from: Teaching Mitzvot by
Barbara Birder Kadden and Bruce
Kadden "
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The Brit of Faith
BY RABBI MICHAEL SHULMAN

O

was confirmed at Anshe Chesed
Fairmount Temple in Cleveland
almost 20 years ago and I remember
that day like it was yesterday. I remember
the robes we wore, the songs we sang, the
speech I gave on freedom in America - even
where I sat among the almost 100
confirmands that Shavuot morning. I also
remember the test I took to be
confirmed. Yes, you read this
correctly, back in the 1990s at my
congregation, we had to take a
catechism-type test to actually
qualify for confirmation. I remember studying for hours memorizing
dates and places, books of the
Bible and prayers. And not to
brag, but I did very well on my
confirmation test, scoring one of
the highest grades in my class!
What wasn't very memorable
for me though, was the year leading up to
that service. Sure, I remember the endless
rehearsals to coordinate all of the fine details
of the service, but I couldn't tell you anything about the content of the confirmation
class, what we learned, what we discussed,
what we experienced. Make no mistake, I
know I was a teenager and I was one of
those people who absolutely loved religious
school (feel free to snicker) and I am proud
of the fact that I graduated from religious
school in 12th grade. But for most of us in
that class, the confirmation experience just
wasn't very memorable.
In spite of this, I went on to teach religious school throughout my time in college
and then, of course, I entered HUC-JIR and
became a rabbi. And perhaps, in part,
because of my confirmation experience
growing up, I have worked with Rabbis
Kamrass and Baden to create a confirmation
experience for our students filled with positive memories - memories of questions
answered and questions asked, memories of
exploration of the self and exploration of

4
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our sacred and rich tradition.
~ being Jewish in today's world. We listened
I am very proud of this year's confirmato interviews and music, watched movie
tion class. They have experienced much over
clips and skits, studied Jewish texts both
ancient and modern, and sought to apply
the year and have been thoughtful and active
while processing and participating in all we
them to our lives today. We ate fortune
cookies and expressed our creativity through
have done.
The comprehensive goal of confirmation
writing, painting and sculpting. Our students
even organized and implemented a
is for our students to understand that the
fundraiser to raise money for their class gift
Jewish community is strengthened when a Jew makes the
to a Temple fund of their choosing.
commitment to move from the
Overall, the confirmation students
brit of fate to the brit of faith.
"walked the talk." They truly demonstrated
In other words, each 10th
to their rabbis and teachers and most imporgrader will both see and expetantly, to themselves, that Judaism can be a
rience his or her role in consignificant and meaningful part of their lives.
Beyond that, they experienced the power of
tinuing to build and
strengthen the Jewish people
community and the potential power of their
through their active and ongoactions, as they continue to wrestle with
ing participation in Jewish life.
their sense of Jewish self.
Throughout the year, our
What a very different experience this has
been from my confirmation year! Indeed,
students engaged in experiences crafted to help them appreciate the
we've come a long way. Now if you want to
see some of the fruits of the 10th graders'
varied aspects of this deeper, overarching,
enduring understanding.
hard work and efforts this year, join us for
the Confirmation
service on Saturday,
May 26 at Plum
Street Temple at
10:00 AM. At this
service, these
,incredibly talented
and bright young
Jewish men and
Here is a just a taste of what they accomwomen will share some of what they gained
plished: They built community and a sense
this year with family and friends, as well as
of commitment sorting food at the Free
the entire congregation. On that bimah, you
Store/Food Bank and spending Shabbat
will see their commitment, their learning,
together at Camp Kern. They listened to the
their potential and our future.
story of a local Holocaust survivor who
Kat hakavad, congratulations to each of
shared her own journey of Jewish identity
our 56 confirmation students and their
transformation from being merely born
families for a truly memorable year. Our
Jewish to actively living a strong, positive
hope and prayer is that these lessons and
Jewish life.
experiences of confirmation stay with you
In the classroom, the 10th graders regufor many years to come.~
larly wrestled with essential questions of
Jewish identity as well as the challenges of

Join us for the Confirmation
service on Saturday, May 26 at
Plum Street Temple at 10:00 AM.

Enjoying the Years
By

8

an it be true? How is it possible that •
I am considered a "senior" member
of the Isaac M. Wise Congregation
when I feel so young? Upon reflection, Wise
Temple has played an important role in my
life for many decades - since 1966 when my
late husband, Bob Marver, and I moved to
Cincinnati and immediately joined Wise
Temple. Our five children were active at
Wise through Confirmation and our son's
Bar Mitzvah. I taught in our Religious
School for 15 years, was a co-chair of the
Wise Center dedication in 1976, served as
Membership Chairman in 1982-1983 and
participated in the B'nai Mitzvah class of
1991. The years do fly by quickly!
Now that I have reached the "senior"
level, I find my participation at Wise even
more rewarding and exciting. Our Senior
Committee is a lively, creative group of
"young at hearts. " We plan monthly programs that are stimulating, educational and
purely fun. One example was the Hobby
Extravaganza held November 8, 2006. Who
knew our seniors were such a talented and
•
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creative group? Over 100 people came to
• congregants through our participation in the
Wise Center to view the exhibits of the
senior programs and our attendance at Eitz
presenters who showcased their incredible
Chayim classes. It is a warm welcoming
and varied hobbies.
feeling to enter Wise Center or Plum Street
It is common knowledge that in order to
Temple and see friendly faces. It is that comremain physically and mentally healthy,
fortable feeling of "belonging."
seniors should remain active, challenge their
Wise Temple is a large congregation. Yet, I
minds and interact with others. Wise Temple
feel that we are a small family of interesting
activities help seniors achieve these imporand kind people, both young and old. I
tant goals. I feel privileged to serve on our
know that as my senior years, hopefully,
Board of Trustees and to chair the Senior
become even more "senior," that I will
Committee. Mel and I enjoy participating in
always feel close to our Wise Temple family.
some of the WiseUP Social Action Projects
Our congregation is truly my home away
that inspire us to reach out into the commufrom home.
nity. In addition, I schedule volunteers for
My personal hope is that all Wise Temple
Shabbat visits to Jewish Hospital patients.
seniors will attend the programs planned by
Since my passion is finding a cure for Type I
the Senior Committee. Please call Rabbi
Diabetes, I devote many hours each week
Baden or me if you have any questions or
supporting the Juvenile Diabetes Research
wish to help plan future programs. Don't
Foundation.
worry, we won't ask your age! Your particiTo be honest, the most rewarding aspect
pation will be spiritually, socially and educaof being a "senior" at Wise Temple is making
tionally enriching.
new friends and sharing good times with
"And in the end, it's not the years in your
"old-time" friends. When Mel and I attend
life that count, it's th~Jife in your years"
• (Abraham Lincoln) ....
Shabbat services, we know many fellow

It's Never Too Late To Learn ...
just want to know what my kids are • four levels of adult Hebrew students gather •
learning for their b'nai mitzvah." "I
for an hour of study, camaraderie, and fun.
want to be able to read the prayers
They study with each other and with their
in Hebrew, and understand what I'm
teachers: Debra Dressler, Karen Thomashow
praying." "I came to Judaism as an adult,
Eyal, Geoff Mitelman and Rabbi Margie
and now I'm ready to learn Hebrew." The
Meyer. These students serve as wonderful
reasons are as diverse as the people who
role models for each of us, wherever we are
express them. Hebrew can seem intimidating
in our own Jewish learning, and as a
at first - the different alphabet, reading from
testament to the desire that so many people
right-to-Ieft, just being a foreign language.
have in participating fully in our services.
However, once we dive in and start to
Some began taking the class with a friend,
master our Lashon Kodesh - our sacred
but all have found new friendships and a real
tongue - we quickly realize that we weren't
sense of study chevra (the bonds of
the only ones who were nervous, and that
community and friendship) with the other
Hebrew is actually a very accessible and
students in the class.
sensible language to learn.
O n Saturday, May 5, the students of our
Every Wednesday afternoon since the fall, • adult H ebrew classes will lead our Shabbat

_

morning service at Wise Center. What a
great achievement and what a wonderful
statement about the commitment to lifelong
learning at Wise Temple! We invite you to
join with the members of our adult Hebrew
classes as they lead us in Shabbat worship
and study, and as they celebrate their
achievements on Saturday, May 5, at
9:30 AM at Wise Center.
If you are interested in learning more
about the adult Hebrew program for yourself
for next year, you can attend the upcoming
Saturday morning service on May 5 and ask
the students themselves, and/or contact the
education office at 793-299L or
tsnavely@wisetemple.org. _
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Brotherhood Board Meeting
Thursday, May 10
6:00 PM at Wise Center
For more information, contact Lew Ebstein
at 984-2045.
Brotherhood End of School Picnic
Sunday, May 20
Noon at Wise Center
For more information, contact Lew Ebstein
at 984-2045.

&I Eitz Chnyitn
NOTE: Some Eitz Chayim classes require
pre-registration. Check your Eitz Chayim
Brochure for details. For more information
or to register, contact Terri Snavely at
793-2997 or tsnavely@wisetemple.org.
Adult Hebrew Classes
Second Semester continues
Wednesdays, 4:45 - 5:45 PM
at Wise Center
Pre-registration necessary.
Jewish Ethics:
Downtown Lunch and Learn
Thursday, May 10
Noon - 1:00 PM
Katz, Teller, Brant & Hild Offices
Pre-registration necessary.

WESDAYS WITH IDRAH
The following classes are from
Noon - 1 :00 PM at Wise Center
For more information or to register,
contact Terri Snavely at 793-2997
How to Answer Our Non-Jewish
Friends' and Neighbors' Questions
with Rabbi Kamrass
Tuesdays, May 1, 8 & 15

e

R(~ligious S(~hOOI

Unless otherwise indicated, for more
information about Religious School
activities, contact Terri Snavely at
793-2997 or tsnavely@wisetemple.org.

7th Grade B'nai Mitzvah Class Car Wash
Sunday, May 6
9: 15 AM at Wise Center
Gesher Grade 6
Sunday, May 6
9:30 AM at Wise Center
For more information, contact Debra
Dressler at 793-2556, ext. 109 or
ddressler@wisetemple.org.
CR]HS
Sundays, May 6 & 13
7:00 PM at Wise Center

92nd Street Y Program
Holocaust Fatigue
Monday, May 14
8:15 PM at Wise Center
Doors open at 7:45 PM
No registration necessary.

Grade 8 Parents Meeting
Sunday, May 6
1:30 PM at Wise Center
For more information, contact Debra
Dressler at 793-2556, ext. 109 or
ddressler@wisetemple.org.

Shavuot Sensation
Thursday, May 22
7:00 PM at Wise Center
Pre-registration necessary.

Shabbat HaMoreh Honoring Religious
School Teachers and Madrichim
Friday, May 11
6: 15 PM at Wise Center
Last Day of Midweek Hebrew School
Wednesday, May 16
Last Day of Religious School
Sunday, May 20
CR]HS Senior Siyyum
Sunday, May 20
7:00 PM at Temple Sholom

6
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[J Seniors
Historical Cincinnati
Monday, May 14
1:00 PM at Wise Center
For more information, contact Joyce
Alpiner at 489-3989 or Saranne and Tim
Funk at 841-2583.
Senior Participation Shabbat
Friday, June 8
6: 15 PM at Wise Center
For more information, contact Rabbi Baden
at 793-2556, ext. 108 or
ibaden@wisetemple.org.

[Ii Singh~s
Putt Putt and Dinner
Sunday, May 20
5 :00 PM at Putt & Fun in Milford
followed by dinner
For more information, contact Nancy
Mendelson at 489-8393 or email
singles@wisetemple.org.

mSist(~rhood

Sisterhood Board Meeting
Wednesdays, May 2 & June 6
9:45 AM at Wise Center
For more information, contact Robin
Newland at 530-5516.
Sisterhood Mah Jongg
Thursdays, May 3, 10, 17,24 & 31
11 :00 AM at Wise Center
For more information or to RSVP, contact
Cynthia Marmer at 984-0236.
Sisterhood Book Club
The Chosen by Chaim Potok
Monday, May 7
7:30 PM at Wise Center
For more information, please call Eve
Appleton at 321 -0427 or Dian Deutsch at
891-3666.
Sisterhood Shabbat Participation and
Installation
Friday, May 18
6:15 PM at Wise Center
For more information, contact Robin
Newland at 530-5516.

~ Wist'UP SCH'ial At'tion
To sign up for any of the projects below
contact Cam Wasserbergat 793-2556, ext.
102 or cwasserberg@wisetemple.org.

Interfaith Hospitality Network
Sunday, May 20 - Sunday, May 27
Over-the-Rhine Soup Kitchen
Sunday, May 20
9:15 AM - 1:00 PM
Room Parent at South Avondale
Elementary School
Late May (exact date TBD)

!m Youth Attivitit~s
Shabbat Story lime
Friday, May 4
10:00 -11:30 AM at Wise Center
Read stories, sing songs and celebrate
Shabbat with the Rabbi in a kid-friendly
environment. Open to children 0 - 5 with
their parents.
For more information, contact Amanda
Rosenberg at acrosenberg@cinci.rr.com or
Tammy Ploetz at rontamz@yahoo.com.
Grade 1 - 4 Program
Sunday, May 6
Noon -1:30 PM at Wise Center
For more information, contact Karen
Thomashowat 793 -2556, ext. 202 or
kthomashow@wisetemple.org.

...
•

r~ Call

Us If You

Need Assistance
Neighbor-2-Neighbor can lend a helping
hand for occasional short term needs.
These may include:
1!' Making a trip to the grocery store or
pharmacy
1!' Providing rides to services or Temple
activities
1r Picking up books from the Temple
Library

We're Inly as far away as Ylur p~lnel
Ann Margolis: 794-0094
Pat Passer: 533 -3395
Deb Sussman: 469-1197
Rachel Wells: 530-9881

,

(e)YGOW Elections
Sunday, May 6
Noon at Wise Center
For more information, contact Daniel
Schwartz at 295-8770 or
dschwartz@wisetemple.org.
NOAR Program
Saturday, May 19
1:00 - 3:00 PM
For more information, contact Karen
Thomashowat 793-2556, ext. 202 or
kthomashow@wisetemple.org.
GUCI Farewell Lunch
Sunday, May 20
Noon at Wise Center
For more information, contact Debbie
Westheimer at 732-6355.

II Mis('(~lIiUl(lOUS
Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting
Tuesdays & Thursdays
5:30 PM at Wise Center
For more information, contact the Temple
at 793-2556.
Usher In Shabbat
Ongoing
Usher at either Wise Center or Plum Street
Temple. Through friendly greetings and
prayer book distribution you help provide a
peaceful, orderly and caring atmosphere for
our sanctuaries.
For more information, contact Rod McFaul!
at 859-426-5587.

Interfaith Hospitality Network
_ _--._ Sunday, May 20 - Sunday, May 27
Help us be gracious hosts to homeless families during their stay at Wise Center.
Please join us for one or more of the following activities: prepare meals, launder
bedding, set up cots, share dinner with our guests, play with children, or spend the
night at Wise Center.
Over-the-Rhine Soup Kitchen
Sunday, May 20 • 9:15 AM - 1:00 PM
Help prepare and serve hot meals to our less fortunate neighbors. Join us in this
sacred work.
Room Parent at South Avondale Elementary School
Late May (exact date TBD)
Make it a special end of the school year celebration for K-2 graders by helping
Sisterhood host a one-hour party. These children look forward to the snacks, small
gifts, crafts and smiles you share.
To sign up for any of the projects, contact Cam Wasserberg at 793-2556, ext. 102
or cwasserberg@wisetemple.org.

Visit the Ralph &Julia Cohen Library
Library Hours:
Mondays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays
Thursdays
Sundays

1:00 PM- 7:00 PM
9:00 AM- 3:00 PM
Noon - 6:00 PM
9:00 AM - Noon
9:00 AM- Noon
(when school is in session)

Or browseour online catalog anytimeat

www.wisetemple.org

~_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _- J . ~--------------------------------------------------------------~
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MAY 2 0 0 7 IYAR/SIVAN
SUNDAY

TUESDAY

MONDAY

W( = Wise (enter
PST = Plum Street Temple
o= Other location

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

2

3

4

5

12:00 PM-Eitz Chayim-How to
Answer Our Non-Jewish Friends'
and Neighbors' Questions(WC)
5:30 PM-AA Meeting(WC)

9:45 AM-Sisterhood Board
Meeting(WC)
4:30 PM-Midweek Hebrew(WC)
4:45 PM-Adult Hebrew
Claues(WC)

11:00 AM-Sisterhood Mah
Jongg(WC)
5:30 PM-AA Meeting(WC)

10:00 AM-Storytime(WC)
6:15 PM-Shabbat
Evening Service-Graduate
Recognition(WC)

9:00 AM-Bat Mitzvah
of Talia Warm (PST)
9:30 AM-Shabbat
Morning Service (WC)
10:45 AM-Torah Study (WC)
11:15 AM-Bar Mitzvah
of Jacob LaFrance(PST)

9

10

See listing of events for
more detailed information.

6

7

8

9:15 AM-7th Grade B'nai
Mitzvah Class Car Wash(WC)
9:30 AM- Gesher Grade 6
12:00 PM-1st -4th Grade
Program(WC)
12:00 PM-(e)YGOW Elections
(WC)
1:30 PM-8th Grade Parents
Meeting(WC)
7:00 PM-CRJHS(WC)

7:30 PM-Sisterhood Book
Club(WC)

12:00 PM-Eitz Chayim-How to
4:30 PM-Midweek Hebrew(WC) 11:00 AM-Sisterhood Mah
Answer Our Non-Jewish Friends' 4:45 PM-Adult Hebrew
Jongg(WC)
and Neighbors' Questions(WC) Classes(WC)
12:00 PM-EitzChayim-Jewish
5:30 PM-AA Meeting(WC)
Ethics: Downtown lunch and
learn (0)
5:30 PM-AA Meeting(WC)
6:00 PM-Brotherhood Board
Meeting(WC)

17

II
6:15 PM-Shabbat
Evening ServIce-Shabbat
Halloreh; Shir Chadash; Youth
Choir(WC)

18

12
9:00 AM-Bat Mitzvah
of Sarah Finer (PST)
9:30 AM-Shabbat
Morning Service (WC)
10:45 AM-Torah Study (WC)
11:15 AM-Bar Mitzvah
of Maxwell Eichel (PST)

19

13

14

15

16

9:15 AM-Religious School(WC)
7:00 PM-CRJHS(WC)

1:00 PM-Seniors ProgramHistorical Cincinnati(WC)
8:15 PM-92nd Street YHolocaust Fatigue(WC)

12:00 PM-Eitz Chayim-How to
Answer Our Non-Jewish
Friends' and Neighbors'
Questions(WC)
5:30 PM-AA Meeting(WC)

4:30 PM-Midweek Hebrew(WC) 11 :00 AM-Sisterhood Mah
4:45 PM-Adult Hebrew
Jongg(WC)
5:30 PM-AA Meeting(WC)
Classes(WC)

20

21

22

23

24

7:00 PM-Erev Shavuot
Service; Shavuot
Sensation(WC)

Office Closed-Shavuot

11:00 AM-Sisterhood Mah
Jongg(WC)
5:30 PM-AA Meeting(WC)

6:15 PM-Shabbat
Evening Service(WC)
8:15 PM-Confirmation
Blessings (PST)

9:30 AM-Shabbat
Morning Service (WC)
10:00 AM-Confirmation
(PST)
10:45 AM-Torah Study (WC)

IHN HOSTING

IHN HOSTING

9:15 AM-Religious School(WC)
9:15AM-Soup Kitchen(O)
12:00 PM-GUCI Farewell
lunch(WC)
12:00 PM-Brotherhood
Picnic(WC)
5:00 PM-Singles Putt &Fun &
Dinner (0)
7:00 PM-CRJHS Senior Siyyum
(Temple Sholom)
IHN HOSTING

IHN HOSTING

IHN HOSTING

IHN HOSTING

IHN HOSTING

27

28

29

30

31

OffKe Closed-Memorial Day

~

SHE R

5:30 PM-AA Meeting(WC)

9:30 AM-Shavuot
MominglrlZkor Service
(WC)

11 :00 AM-Sisterhood Mah
Jongg(WC)
5:30 PM-AA Meeting(WC)

6:15 PM·Shabbat
Evening ServiceSisterhood Participation;
Birthday &Anniversary
Blessings: Kol Rinah(WC)
6:30 PM·WISe Tykes
Service & Blessing of
Newborns(WC)

25

9:00 AM-Bar Mitzvah
of Jonathan
Moskovitz(PST)
9:30 AM-Shabbat
Morning Service (WC)
10:45 AM-Torah Study (WC)
11:15 AM-Bat Mitzvah of
Ariana Knue (PST)
1:00 PM-NOAR Program

26

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
PLEASE CALL THE TEMPLE
AT (513) 793-2556 OR VISIT
www.WISETEMPLE.ORG

~

PROGRAMMING
Book Club
Come join our book club discussion Monday, May 7, at
7:30 PM, at Wise Center. We will be discussing The
Chosen, by Chaim Potok. For more information, please
call Eve Appleton at 321-0427.
Sisterhood Sabbath
This year's Sisterhood Sabbath on Friday, May 18 will
prove to be a very special event. Not only is it a lovely
service, but we will be installing our 2007 - 2008 Board
AND we will be honoring all of our past presidents.
Please plan on being there to help us celebrate our past
and future leadership. Service at 6:15 PM. For more
information, contact Robin Newland at 530-5516.

2095 Seymour Avenue (across from Cincinnati Gardens)
when outfitting your college student or new graduate's
first apartment! When you donate your gently used
household items, you are helping Wise Temple Sisterhood
underwrite so many of our worthwhile programs for the
Temple community. We continue to need donations of
furniture, costume jewelry, bedding, table linens, working
small appliances, vans, cars and boats! (No clothing,
books or toys please.) Donations are tax deductible to the
extent allowed by law. Just drop off your donations at
Phyllis Fine's house, 3145 Fairhaven Lane, or call
Phyllis at 731-6063 to arrange pick up of large items or
for more information about purchasing from the Flea
Market.

more information, please call YES Fund Chair Joan
Scheineson, 351-5077 or the GIVTY Fund co-chairs,
Elaine Pockrose, 351-6452 and Pam Kohn, 891-1516.

WISE MAILERS
Volunteers are needed to help assemble mailings and
announcements sent to Temple members. This group
meets at 9:00 AM one Wednesday each month for work
and fun. Upcoming dates are May 30 and June 20.
For more information, contact Pam Meyer at 984-6633.

1r~ditie>D~ &-1r~~~ur~~
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KROGER CARDS
Summer Picnic at the YWCA's
Battered Women's Shelter
Calling all Women at Wise Temple! We are looking for
volunteers to help us at the annual Wise Temple Summer
Picnic at the YWCA's Battered Women's Shelter. This
dinner picnic will be held Sunday, June 24 to provide a
fun and social evening for the shelter residents and their
children. We need Wise Temple members who are willing
to:
-help host the party
-make food for the picnic
-donate time and talent to provide entertainment
at the event
Please contact Karen Brownlee at 871-5013 or
karenbrownlee@fuse.com or Gina Blatt at 321-3407 or
gblatt@hotmail.com if you are interested in
participating.

Annual End of Religious School Sale
Sunday May 20 - 20% off throughout the
shop (except books, cards and CDs)

Gift Shop Hours
(and by appt.)
Tuesday
9:30 - 1:30
Wednesday 2:30 - 5:45*
Thursday 9:30 - 1:30
Sunday
9:15 - 11:45*
*When school is in session.

FUND FACTS

FLEA MARKET
When spring-cleaning, please remember the Sisterhood
Flea Market. Also, please remember the Flea Market at

Remember the gift shop for all of your upcoming
events ... Graduation, Confirmation, and Mother's Day.
There is a great variety of things to choose from with
new items arriving daily.

Wise Temple is part of the Kroger Neighborhood Rewards
Program. Help support Wise Temple Sistehood by
purchasing a Kroger Neighborhood Rewards Card for just
$5 (which will be credited toward Kroger purchases, so
the net cost is zero!) Once you purchase a card, you can
add money to it while checking out. Every time you add
money to the card (and you CAN use your Credit Card),
Wise Temple Sisterhood will get back a percentage of the
dollars that you purchase. You can now use your Kroger
card at the gas pump at most Kroger stores. You can also
use it to pay for pharmacy purchases. Stop in the gift
shop and purchase your card today. If you want a card
but can't make it to the Gift Shop, or for more
information, call Linda Berger at 631-1372.

COMMUNITY SERVICE

•

YES Fund and GIVTY Fund
Confirmation and Graduation are just around the corner.
Remember Sisterhood funds when you are celebrating
these Life Cycle events. The YES Fund supports high
school and college-aged youth nationally and the GIVTY
Fund serves the needs of our Wise Temple youth. For

~he>p

New volunteers are always needed. If you are
in(erested, please contact Margie Meyer

at 984-2345.

•

Help Us Stay In Touch ...
U
61'

ue to the medical privacy laws now ~ rabbis know that information.
You can email Rabbi Kamrass' assistant,
in place, our rabbis no longer
Luana Heinemeyer, at lheinemeyer@
receive information from hospitals
about our congregants who are patients in
wisetemple.org or call her at 793-2559.
the hospitals. So if you have heard that
Even after office hours, you can leave a
another Temple member (a friend, a family
message by calling 793-2556, and then
member, a neighbor) is in the hospital, you
pressing extension 104. Please let us know
would be doing a great mitzvah to let our
• the name of the congregant in the hospital

and in which hospital they are currently a
patient. The rabbis will treat this information
with confidentiality and privacy, and will use
it only to be able to do their important work
of visiting Wise Temple members when they
are ill. . .
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Upcoming
Eitz €hayim
Classes .

New 92nd Street Program!
Live via satellite from the 92nd Street Y in New York

Jewish Ethics:
Downtown Lunch and Learn
Thursday, May 10
Noon - 1:00 PM at the offices of Katz,
Teller, Brant & Hild
Our Jewish values can guide us in all
aspects of our lives - in our family life, our
business life, our community life and even
in places that we don't usually think of.
Join the rabbis as we investigate our ancient
Jewish tradition in modern terms and seek
to answer how we can apply these core
ethics into our everyday lives. Join us for
this session with Rabbi Shulman on Hatred
and Revenge!

Holocaust Fatigue - A Panel Discussion
Daniel Goldhagen, John Roth, Michael Berenbaum & Thane Rosenbaum, moderator

Monday, May 14 at Wise Center
8:15 PM, doors open at 7:45 PM

How To Answer Our Non-Jewish Friends'
and Neighbors' Questions
Tuesdays, May 1, 8 & 15
Noon - 1:00 PM at Wise Center
Sometimes, when engaged in a serious
conversation about religion, our nonJewish friends and neighbors will ask us
what they think is a simple question - but
we may not know how to answer. Rabbi
Kamrass will guide us through some of the
topics that our neighbors often ask about
regarding Judaism and its teachings: God,
Jesus, Afterlife, the Bible, and other key
issues that differentiate our faiths. The class
sessions will offer a brief overview, helping
us to understand the Jewish views of these
key topics, with an eye toward then being
able to explain and clarify those Jewish
views first to ourselves and then to others.
To register for any of these Eitz Chayim
classes, contact Terri Snavely at 793-2997
or tsnavely@wisetemple.org.

Daniel Goldhagen

John Roth

Michael Berenbaum

Thane Rosenbaum

From the Soup Nazi on Seinfeld to dancing Nazis on Broadway, from Iranian cartoons that
deny the Holocaust to the iconic documentary Paper Clips, the Holocaust is etched in the
popular consciousness. Is there a danger of Holocaust fatigue? Is the tragedy becoming
trivialized and losing it's significance? What will happen after the Holocaust survivor community disappears? Join distinguished writers and intellectuals for a conversation about the
Holocaust and its place in the modern world.
Michael Berenbaum is the director of the Sigi Ziering Institute at the University of Judaism.
He was the president and CEO of the Survivors of the Shoah Visual History Foundation and
the Director of the Holocaust Research Institute at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum.
Daniel Goldhagen is the author of the bestseller Hitler's Willing Executioners: Ordinary
Germans and the Holocaust. John K. Roth is the founding director of the Center for the Study
of the Holocaust, Genocide and Human Rights at Claremont McKenna College. His most
recent book is Genocide and Human Rights: A Philosophical Guide. Thane Rosenbaum is a
professor of human rights and law and literature at Fordham University Law School. His books
include The Myth of Moral Justice: Why Our Legal System Fails to do What's Right.
The 92nd Street Y Series originates and is broadcast live from New York's prestigious
Jewish cultural center, the 92nd Street Y. This event, part of Wise Temple's Eitz Chayim
adult education program, is open to the greater Cincinnati public. Tickets are $5 and will
be available at the door. For further information and to RSVP contact us at 793-2997, or
tsnavely@wisetemple.org.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Andrew R. Berger, President
Dr. Mitchell Cohen, J"Vice-President
Mark Kanter, Vice-President
Geri Kolesar, Secretary
Amy Katz, Asst. Secretary
Carol Kabel, Treasurer
Deborah R. Herman, Immediate Past President
Bruce Baker
James D. Cohen
Lewis Ebstein
Barry Elkus
Daniel Fagin
Deborah Friedman
Valerie Friedman
Dr. James Greenberg
Alan Gross
Deborah Horewitz
Kathie Kaplan
Mark E. Knue
Cynthia Marmer
Howard Mintz
Matthew Nitzberg
Sue Ransohoff
Dr. Jay Rissover
J. David Rosenberg
Karen Tochtermann
Jody Tsevat
Ross Vigran
Mark Weiss
Robin Newland, Sisterhood President
Lew Ebstein, Brotherhood President
Sam Pollak, Youth Group President

PAST PRESIDENTS
Suzanne S. Teller, Dianne M. Rosenberg,
Michael R. Oestreicher, Lynn W. Warm,
Milton S. Schwartz, Patricia H. Passer,
Peter M. Bloch, James J. Friedman,
Richard Snyder, Louis J. Ullman,
David J. Schiebel, June J. Burgin, Robert Kanter,
Dr. Edward H. Saeks, Jacob K. Stein,
John A. Benjamin, Melville J. Dunkelman,
Joseph S. Stern, Jr.

HONORARY
Florence M. Kaufman, Betty E. Benjamin

TEMPLE DIRECTORY
Lewis H. Kamrass, Senior Rabbi
lIana G. Baden, Associate Rabbi
Michael S. Shulman, Associate Rabbi
Albert A. Goldman, Rabbi Emeritus
Betti R. Greenstein, Temple Administrator
Barbara L. Dragul, Director of Education and Lifelong Learning
Office Telephane: 793-2556
Religious School: 793-2997
Rabbinic Line: 793-25.59
Office Hours: 8:30 to 5:00 M-F
Website: www.wisetemple.org
E-mail: welcome@wisetemple.org

Men's Health Forum
Monday, June 11

O

tt

bout five years ago, the Wise
Temple Brotherhood was
resurrected by a small yet
determined group of men under the
able leadership of such pioneers as
Robert Klein, Mike Wells, Billy Bie and Lew
Ebstein. The Brotherhood has enjoyed much
success and has made a major impact in
many aspects of Temple life. Perhaps, the
most successful event, under the guidance of
Jay Rissover, has been the Chicken Soup
Cook Off. However, the Brotherhood has
also made significant contributions to the
Religious School, the Temple Library, the
Interfaith Hospitality Network, and The
Lighthouse for Boys as well as the end of
year picnic. You have all received Yom
HaShoah candles and some have had Sukkot
erected.
On May 31, 1994 President Bill Clinton
signed a bill which established the week
ending on Father's Day as National Men's
Health Week (NMHW). The purpose of
Men's Health Week is to heighten the awareness of preventable health problems and
encourage early detection and treatment of
disease among men and boys. Congressman
Bill Richardson was quoted as saying, "Recognizing and preventing men's health problems is not just a man's issue. Because of its
impact on wives, mothers, daughters and
sisters, men's health is truly a family issue."
Last year, to celebrate National Men's
Health Week, the Wise Temple Brotherhood
continued to grow and added the Men's
Health Fair to its calendar of events. This
new event was highlighted by a gourmet
meal prepared by Ed Waterman and his able
kitchen staff. There were free screenings of
blood pressure, blood sugar and cholesterol,
with interpretation of results. Among the
participants in poster presentations were:
American Heart Association, American Cancer Society, American Red Cross, Arthritis
Foundation, American Diabetes Association,
Greater Cincinnati Nutrition Council and
Jewish Hospital.
•

At last years Men's Health Fair, we
were honored to have with us three
eminent speakers who discussed
issues of importance for all. Dr.
Michael Safdi of Greater Cincinnati
Gastroenterology Associates discussed colon
cancer screening. Anita Dock, a registered
dietician and certified diabetes educator
discussed the importance of carefully reading
the labels of all foods we purchase. Dr. Jay
Rissover of Blue Ash Internal Medicine discussed the new technology of Cardiac Score
with CT scanning.
This year, on June 11, the Brotherhood
will be offering its second Men's Health Fair.
Back by popular demand will be Ed Waterman and his kitchen magicians preparing
what will surely be a delectable nutritious
meal, free for all who send in their RSVP.
(We need to have an idea of numbers.) We
will again offer free screenings for blood
pressure, blood glucose and cholesterol for
those interested. The poster presentations
will once again represent a wide range of
organizations throughout the greater
Cincinnati area.
We are pleased to present several new
speakers this year. Dr. Scott Joseph, a primary care physician with the Cincinnati VA
Medical Center will discuss "What is Primary
Care and why you should see your physician." Returning this year will be Anita Dock
who will discuss "Selected Topics in Nutrition." In addition, Dr. Jeff Zipkin, director
of the Division of Urology at Jewish Hospital
will speak on erectile dysfunction.
The Men's Health Fair will be Monday,
June 11 from 7:00 - 9:00 PM. We strongly
encourage all to attend and especially extend
our invitation to all the women in the congregation who will undoubtedly want their
significant others to attend. Men's health is a
family issue of importance to all. We are
certain you will not be disappointed and
look forward to sharing time with you . •
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Rabbi Kamrass
To Be Honored

MAZELTOV
The Temple offers congratulations to the
following families:

B'nai Mitzvah
May 5 - Talia Warm, daughter of Richard
and Lauren Warm.

The vision of BRIDGES is to create
a more unified regional community
where all people are welcomed and
valued. Rabbi Kamrass is richly
deserving of this honor.
At the dinner, some entertainment
will be provided by our own Temple
Band, Shir Chadash, who will be
joined by members of the
New Jerusalem Baptist Church
Gospel Choir!
For further information, contact
BRIDGES at 381-4660.

~~
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Mike and Carolee Schwartz and Hilda
Schwartz on the recent engagement of their
son and grandson, Andrew Schwartz to Julie
Bechtel.

May 5 - Jacob LaFrance, son of Joseph
LaFrance and Debra LaFrance.

Matthew and Gail Sperling on the recent
engagement of their daughter, Marissa
Sperling to Matthew Feldman.

May 12 - Sarah Finer, daughter of Allen and
Nancy Finer.

Weddings

May 12 - Maxwell Eichel, son of Dr. David
and Judy Eichel.
Rabbi Kamrass has been selected
to receive BRIDGES for a
Just Community's (formerly NCC])
Distinguished Service Citation
at their Annual Dinner
on Thursday, May 24
at the Hyatt Regency.

Andrew Schwartz on his recent engagement
to Julie Bechtel.

Chad Jones and Jennifer Silberman on their
recent marriage. Bruce and Pam Silberman
on the recent marriage of their daughter,
Jennifer, to Chad Jones.

May 19 - Jonathan Moskovitz, son of Jay
Moskovitz and Jeanne Weiland.
May 19 - Ariana Knue, daughter of Mark
and Ellen Knue.
Dr. Leonard and June Burgin on the recent
Bar Mitzvah of their grandson, Douglas
Goldstein.

to
Jacob Morvay
The entire congregational family is
invited to celebrate with the Kamrass
family as Jenna and Jacob receive
pre-wedding blessings during
Shabbat Evening services
Friday, June 1 at 6: 15 PM
at Wise Center.
The Kamrass Family will sponsor
an Oneg Shabbat prior to
the Shabbat Service.

Births
Andy and Julie Feinblatt on the recent birth
of their daughter, Alyssa Helene Feinblatt.

Engagements
Melvyn and Renee Becker and Sadye
Schwartz on the recent engagement of their
son and grandson, Brett Becker to Karen
Tockman.
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