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SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE 

February 20th, at 10:30 A. M. 

RABBI JAMES G. HELLER 
of the Isaac M. Wise Tem ple, C incin nati, 

one of th e most brilliant speakers and t hinkers 
in the American Rabbinate 

will speak on 

"WHAT' .. S .. RLGHT _WITH THE WORLD" 

Both the speaker and the intriguing subject which he has select ed shou ld 
attract a very large cong re gation 

WASHINGTON-LINCOLN CHILDREN'S SERVICE AND PAGEANT 

Saturday, February 19th, at 11 :00 A. M. 

in the Temple 
Pa.rticil}ating in th e service are the foll o w ing 1938 co n firmants: 

Marjorie Antel, Harriett Bas·sett, Audrey Ben j'amin, ,iYHm a Berkowitz, 
J ason BLoch, J ane t Drag' in, Maril~'n Peltz, R ic h a r d Pola tschek, Carol Por
t u g'al and Jane R eich. 

Participating in the pa~eant are: 
Joan Altman, Ral p h Fishel, .Ja m es Gli ck, Wi ll a rd Hertz, Robert Raab, 
Robert Ri ch land and Betty Z inner. 

The service and the pageant were written by Mr. Brillian t and Mrs. Braverman 

--------e--------
FRIDAY EVENING 'l"VILIGH'l' SEll VICE ,,:30 to 6 :00 r. 1\1. 

Habbi Brickner broadcasts every Sunday over Station WGAH, 4 to 4 :301 P . M. 
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RABBI IN NATIONAL BROADCAST 
Next Sunday morning, Feb. 20th, at 

10:30 A. M., Rabbi Brickner will speak 
on the Inter-Faith Dedication Program 
of the new NBC studios in Cleveland. 
This program is over a national coast 
to coast network, locally over station 
WTAM. 

At the National Conference For Pal
estine, recently held in Washington, D. C., 
Rabbi Brickner was elected a vice-chair
man of the United Palestine Appeal, 
which is the sole fund-raising agency 
for Palestine. 

Rabbi Brickner delivered a series 
of three lectures to the students of the 
Graduate School ,of Theology on "Con
temporary Trends in Judaism" at Ober
lin College on F eb. 16th and 17th. While 
at Oberlin, Rabbi Brickner addressed 
the Cosmos Club, composed 'of members 
of the faculty of the Oberlin Graduate 
School of Theology on Zionism, and the 
convocation of the ent ire student body 
on "A Tribute to Newton D. ,Baker." 

On Monday evening, Feb. 14th, Rabbi 
Barnett R. Brickner was one of the 
principal speakers at the mass meeting 
of the Interfaith Conference on Con
sumers' Cooperatives and Credit Union 
held in Washington, D. C., under the 
joint auspices of the Social Action De
partment of the N.ational Catholic Wel
fare 'Conference; the Social Justice Com-

THE SISTERHOOD 
presents 

LEWIS BROWNE 
Author of "Strenge r Then Fiction," " Thet 

Man Heine," "This Believing World" 

end others. 

at the 

OPEN MEETING AND TEA 
Tuesday / March 1st/ 2:30 P. M. 
Mrs . Albert Ullmen, cheirman of the day 

mission of the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis; the Committee on the 
Qhurch and Cooperatives of the Indus
trial Division of the Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ in Americ,a; and a 
local Washington Committee on Ar
rangements. 

Rabbi Brickner is the Ohairman of the 
Social Justice Commission of the Cen
tral Conference of American Rabbis and 
spoke on "The ,Religious Aspects of 
Consumers' Cooperation and 'Credit 
Unions." 

AT THE SISTERHOOD FRIDA Y 
MORNING CULTURAL COURSE on 
Feb. 25th, at 11 :00 o'clock, Rabbi Brick
ner will discuss 'an interesting Sympo
sium appearing in the Atlantic Monthly, 
entitled "Jew and Gentile Symposium." 
These articles are in answer to the ar
ticles by John Cournos, which appeared 
in a previous issue and was entitled 
"Epistles to the Hebrews" and which Mr. 
Cournos has developed into a book. 

Subject: "Jew and Gentile." 

THE COLLEGE TEA DANCE was a 

huge success. The Sister'hood Committee 

deserves much credit for the splendid 

social afternoon tendered to the out-of

town students attending local colleges . 

More than 100 young people attended. 

AN INNOV All ON I 
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FATHER-SON DINNER 
Sunday, February 20tlt.··6:00 P. M. 

~~ Recrf!ation l-Ial1 

• 
AMERICAN LEAGUE MOVIE 

GRAHAM McNAMEE 

BOB FELLER 

Entertainment 

• 
Souvenir for Every Boy 

• 
Prizes 

(Continued from Page 4) 
is spoken of as if it were by the indul
gence of one class of pe·ople that an
other enjoyed the exercise of theil' in
herent natural right, for happily, the 
government of the United States, wh'ich 
gives to bigotry no ~anction, to perse
cution no assistance, requires .only that 
they who live under its protection shall 
demean themselves as good citizens in 
giving it on all occasions their effectual 
support. May the ch'ildren of the stock 

:c ~ of Abraham who dwell in this land con
tinue to merit and enjoy the good will 
of the other inh.abitants, while everyone 
shall sit in safety under his own vine 
and fig tree, and t here shall be none to 
make him afrai.d." 

THE WELF ARE ASSOCIATION 
FOR JEWISH CHLLDREN Annual 
Meeting and Tea will be }leld on Friday 
afternoon, Feb. 25th, at 3 :00 o'clock in 
Steinway Hall, The Halle Bros. Co. Mrs. 
Garry C. Myers, Specialist in Parent 
Education of the Health and Parent Edu
cation Association, will be the guest 
speaker. Her subject is "Needs of Child
hood." 

THE ALUMNI 
announces the annual 

YOUNG PEOPLE'S FORUM 
in cooperotion with the churches of Euclid Ave' 

THIRD ANNUAL SESSION 

Sunday Evening, February 27th 

in the auditorium 

• 
'l 'he li'Ucct.·ss 01 tile lueetillgs of t il e 

lUII'd ~ \\'o ycurs (close to 500 otten.led 

i:lst yeur) lIus cnconrngetl t ll e Sl)Ol lSOrs 

of rrhc 1~onJl;:: Peoplt"s' 1:;·~Or1J Jll, to es· 

t:lhlisl1 it us 811 u1un UIl instltution . 

A I,L YOUNG l'EOPI.E ARE I~V['l'BD . 

JUNIOR ALUMNI 

AN .ORIGINA'L .SERVICE . :will be 

given this Sunday morning, Feb. 20th, 

at 10 :45 A. M., in the Chapel. It has 

been prepared by a joint committee of 

the Junior Alumni and High School De
partment. Elaine Freeman heads the 

committee. This is the second Junior 

Alumni service. 

Special music will be sung by the 

High School Chorus. 

Confil'mants of 1935, '36 and '37 ar e 

invited to attend. 

BOARD ELECTS 

Myron A. Cohen was l'e-elected by the 
Board of Trustees as President of t he 
congregation. This will be his third term. 
Serving with him are: 

David SkaU-First Vice-President. 

Frederick Frankel-Second Vice-Pres
ident. 

James Miller-Treasurer. 

Oscar H. Steiner-Re-elected &cre
tary. 
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tude. Soon he became a "Behelfer," a.n 
assistant to the teacher. It was hlS 
function to bring t he children to the 
synagogue f'Or prayer :and to the school 
for study. While thus taking care of the 
little ones he sang beautiful songs to 
them, and 'legend records that .his sing
ing was so effective that it interfered 
with Satan, who had sent a wolf to 
frighten the childr-en. Isr,ael, 'however, 
overcame thes-e difficulties with Satan. 

At the age of fourteen he became a 
shamash (beadle) in t he Beth Hami
drash. There he continued to study se
cretly, at night, but since he slept in the 
daytime, he was considered both lazy and 
io·norant by his acquaintances. Soon a 
h"oly man appeared and transmitted ~o 
him some secret manuscripts, and to thIs 
lnan Baal Shem revealed his true char
acter. The holy man died whiJ.e reciting 
a very dangerous incantation, no doubt 
taken from t he mystic lore, while Israel 
rem'ained unscathed. 

Israel moved to Brody and became a 
melamed (teacher) . There he was hon
ored for 'his integrity. A lear ned man of
fered h im -his daughter in marriage. He 
agI'eed, but a s his learning was :a secret, 
he met with the opposition of his broth
er-in-Iaw, who resented having an igno
ramus as his sister's husband. His bride, 
however, clung to him, and alone they 
left ,Brody to dwell in the Carpathi.an 
mountains. There followed seven years 
of great hardship and privation while 
Israel tried to eke out a living as a 
lime-digger. This period offered him 
much opportunity for prayer, medita
tion, solitude, and in general a lif'e of 
great piety. After several years his 
brother-in,law, Gershon, took pity on 
his sister and her husband and estab
lished them in :a little village inn. Since 
his wife was innkeeper, the Baal Sham 
had an opportunity for more contempla
tion. At last at the ag-e 'Of 412, he revealed 
hims'elf to a few chosen ones. 

At this point the story of his life is 

lost in obs-curity. We discover him later 
as ,a rabbi in Miedziboz, Podolia, and 
even there we know little of his life ex
cept what legend recounts. He has be
come a wonder-worker. He reveals great 
secrets ; he crosses streams by the spread
ing of hi s kerchief ; at his touch trees 
burst into flames; he cures ills of all 
sor ts; enables the blind to see; and by 
his words and pr,ayers, longing s-ouls are 
admitted to Paradise. He teaches his 
disciples chiefly by mean of conversa
tion. Thus he travels and spreads his 
ideas until the day of his death in 1761 
in Miedziboz. 

In t 'he absence of more detailed biog
raphy concerning this great spirit, we 
necessal'ily rely for an estimate of the 
man on a consideration of the signifi
cance of the movement which he found
ed, and which has ,continued to our own 
day. We learn to understand the man 
best through his teachings, which have 
come down t o us in the writings of his 
disciples and in the fundamental ideas 
held by Chassidism . What are these? 

(To be concluded next week) 

THE JEWS AND WASHINGTON 
The week of George Washington's 

birthday has been set aside by the Na
tional Conference of Jews and Chris
tians as the time to observe ",Brother
hood Day," with appr'Opriate services 
ded :cated to Good Will. The observance 
r ecalls a letter that has become a classic 
in the history of American tolerance. It 
is George Washington's reply to the He
brew Congregation of Newport, R. I., 
who had writt'en expressing their loyalty 
to the American government and to him, 
on his election to the Presidency. Wash
ington wrote: 

"The citizens of the Un'ited States 
have a right to applaud themselves for 
having given to mankind examples of 
an enlarged and liberal policy worthy of 
imitation. All possess alike liberty of 
conscience and immunities of ,citizen
ship. It is now n o more that toleration 

(Continued on Page 5) 

FRIDAY EVENING, MARCH 4th 
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WHAT IS CHASSIDISM? 
By EMANUE,L GAMORAN 

in B'nai B'rith Magazine 
In these days of ultra-rationali sm, 

when pessimism and lack of faith in the 
ideal, reign, it is good to turn to those 
sources of Jewish life ,and lore which 
reflect an emphasis on joy and faith in 
the possibilities of the ideal life. One of 
the most vital of these sources is the 
lore of Chassidism and t he Hfe story 
and legend of the Baal Shem Tov. 

Most Jews have heard of the word 
"Chassid" or "Chassidism" and espe
cially of "Chassidic" songs. The orig
inal meaning of the word Chassid is a 
pious man. However, that is not what 
we usually mean when we say of an 
individual that he is a Chassid, nor does 
a Chassidic song mean a pious song. 
The name rather has reference to one 
of the most interesting and signiftcant 
religious movements in modern Jewish 
history. 

To understand what a Chassid is and 
wnat the movement known as Chassid
ism fo unded by the Baal Shem Tov 
m~ans, we must go back nearly three 
hundred years in Jewish history. After 
the massacres of 1648, which destroyed 
hundreds of Jewish c·ommunities in Po
land, some of the centers of Jewish 
learning were also destroyed. A general 
depression followed. Jewish autonomy, 
which was ,a characteristic of Polish J ew
ish life, broke down. Talmudic learning, 
which 'hitherto had been the possession 
of many, became the possession of the 
few. The study of the Talmud was no 
longer as applicable to the environment 
as it had been, and therefore it often re
sulted in argumentati,on for the sake of 
argument- in mere casuistry. Hair-split
ting discussions were carried on that 
had no practical application to life. Jew
ish mentality developed, but it was ex
ercis·ed in useless discussion, and brought 
about an intellectualism which was snob
bish and lacking in warmth of religious 
fervor. Jud,aism degenerated into book
lore, dry formalism, mere ceremonial 

MEN'S CLUB 
MR. MAYO FESLEH, director of the 

Citizen's League, will be the speaker at 
the Round Table Luncheon on Thursday, 
February 24th, noon at the Allerton 
Hotel. 

Subject: "Why We Should Have Inter
'County Reo'rganization in Cuyahoga 
County." 

DR. JACOB MEYERS of Western Re
serve University gave a brilliant ad
dress for the 400 men who attended the 
Men's Club Smoker last week. 

A committee of t'he Men's Club pre
pared and served the hamburgers and 
other refreshments. 

observance, even to asceticism. Severe 
punishment against deviations from ac
cepted custom followed. Conditions were 
ripe for a reaction against suC'h a nar
row .and casuistic intellectualism. Thus 
the ground was prepared for a power
ful new mov'ement in " Jewish ,Ufe,-....,. 
Chassidism. This movement was found
ed by Israel Baal Shem Tov, born in 
1700. The story of the Baal ,Shem is a 
strange mixture of history and legend, 
as might well be expected from the de
voted followers of this master. Briefly 
the story may be told as f,ollows: 

His parents lived in Moldavia. They 
were pious people, and as a reward for 
their p:ety, legend says they were in
formed by .an angel that they would be 
blessed with .a son who would bring 
glory to all of Israel. H ence, his name
Israel. Little Israel was born in Buko
wina in a tiny village called Okup. Both 
his parents died while he was young and 
the child had to be educated through the 
kindness of friends. 

It was not very long, however, before 
he began to show some interesting pe
cul:arities which at an early age reflect
ed further development. He was fre
quently missed by his teaC'her. Usually 
he was found in the forest, where he 
spent much of his time enjoying soli-

(Continued on Pag'e 4) 
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S.PECIAL HEBREW DEPARTMENT MERIT CERTIFICATES 

For excellent records in effort, progress and conduct 

HEBl'lE\V I-:~lrs. Rubin 

Anita B I'3!okman 
Edward F ·a l covich 
Norma F ·a lcovich 
.Tess'ie Heisel' 
Marj,orie Kochman 
Lillian Kr·amer 
H elen Weinberg-er 
Joanne W est 
Deryl Shapiro 
.I oan Gruener 

HEUHE\V H-iUiss Swcrc1 low 

Annette Weiss 
L eatr ice Col e 
Eli~e Gou ld el' 
Marshall Hess 
Lois Peltz 
Joan R'abb 

HEBRE\V In-~li"s I. Sl,l"n')' 

E laine B loch 
Adelle Brudel' 
Joy Fl'iedman 
Edelyn Golclman 
Marian Living-stone 
Sonya Monosoff 
Marcene Salsburg 
Anita Sobel 
Miriam Vel'k 
Elaine Wodicka 
Norm'a Drattler 

FUN D S 
The Temple gratefully acknowledges 

receipt of the following donations: 
'1'0 th e Yu l ... ~zeit }f'untl: l\ir. ,ancl IVtrs. L. 

Kaufman in memory ·of Sall ie Rosenblu m. 
Mrs. R. Recht in memory of David, Jenn 'ie 
a nd Garry ·Wodick1a. 

'1'0 'l'hc Lib,.",.)' Fund: )1rs. Jake Elias, 
::\1rs. Herman Rogof( and Della B l och in 
memorY of birthday of Carrie Newman. 
:VII'S. Harry Hosenberg, Mrs. Max Kahn, 
::\1rs. Sam Eisenberg, and Mrs. Leo A lex
ander in memory of Sall ie R,ose,nblum. 
Mrs. Sam Brudno and Mrs. S . J . L andau 
in memory of Helen Bl'udno )1arkus. 

'J:o 'rll c C luillci F und: Se\ving Circle in 
mcmory of Monie R icl<man Klein . 

'1'0 'I'll e F'ullnyc C OI.JUlltl ll'£clutH'iul FUIU1: 
Judg-e ·and Mr~. D. Copland in memory of 
Floren c'e Liebel' Goodman. 

'1'0 'rhe ..l\Jtur }l'ul1tl: 1\11's. Saln Tronstein 
in memory of husband. Ml'S. Henry Em,s 
h e im er and Sophie Fishel in memory of 
l1ath e r, Simon Fishel. 

HElJHE\V IV-~[i"s 1\ 111 "I <>1'«1 n III 

¥ivian Darnrovsky 
Henee Sheftel 
Alice Glickson 
Janet Goodman 
Stanley Grasg'l'een 
Rose Goulder 
Idelle Bialosky 

H'EnRT~\V V - 1UIS8 Sllg'urluun 
Fred Living'stone 
Mel'l e Rogen 
Ren ee ,Shu lman 

H .EUIl.":\" VI-illi~~ n. SI,I:"' ("r 
Ha1'l'iet Bassett 
BaUou l' Brickner 
Madelin e Cohen 
Bern ice Goldman 
.Tames Goldman 
Sid.n ey Flecl;: 
Benson Jaffee 
01'lin Lindnel' 
Florence Susan 

HEBRE""V 'VII-:Ur$. 1'"1,,y 
. Murray Denway . 
Bernard Falcovich 
Danny Friedman 
Lenore Karp 
Harrison S11apiro 
Marorie Sheftel 

HEBRE \V Vln-~h·. ( • .,dlll'lI1 
Phyllis Hart 
Aaron Flecl;: 
J ason B loch 
Jerollle GI'een 

'.'0 The Aluy nice lUt.-nuu'inl F~lIu.l : Mrs. 
David Kaatz in memory of Pauline and 
Herman Federman and Amy Rice. 

'1'(;. 'l'he 'P)'uyer nook }?'ullcl: Mrs. ~.!\..!'thur 

)L L e v y a nel son s in memory of husband 
'''"[ fat he r . A r thur M. Levy. Mrs . S. Eng
lande r in lllell101'Y of fathel'J .Tacob I{orach. 
M .l', ancl MI's. M. 1:£. '.rrau jn 111 e 111l01'Y of 

Sam Hub.v. Misses Edna and Berth a Har
ris in memory of ::\1. Solomon. Rose, Jake 
a nd A lex Gol<lbe "ger in m e mory of Sallie 
i{()~ e lll.Jlulll. .\1:r. and Mrs. Henry Klein , 
Ml'. and Mrs . Irvin N. Klein, Howard 
Kle in 'amI Stella E . Rickman, Oharles C. 
Klein and d aughte r Hortense in memory 
of lIiolli e Ri c lnn an Kle in. 

The Temple i\c~o:wl~c;lges with thanks 
a donation from 1\'1rs. J. M. Stern and 
children in loving memory of husband 
and father, Joseph M. Stern. 

His name will be inscribed on the 
. placque at the entrance of our Memorial 

Ohape!. 


