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FRIDA Y EVENING SERVICE
January 29th, at 8:15 o'clock.

RABBI BRICKNER
will speak on

Thornton Wilder's 'unorthodox new play

ffTHE SKIN OF OUR TEETH"
Rabbi Brickner will speak on Thornton Wilder's much discussed play, now
showing in New York. It is a modem fable with 'a great spiritual idea.
"It is the kind of a play that can break up life-long friendships, because
it's so controversial," said one critic.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 31st
From 10 to 11:30 in the Parlor

Recital of sacred music from
8 to 8:15 by organ
and choir.

THE SUNDAY FORUM

* * *

will present

RABBI BRICKNER
speaking on

BRING YOUR MEMBER NEIGHBORS
MAKE FRIDAY NIGHT TEMPLE
NIGHT

"JEWISH AND GENERAL
CURRENT EVENTS"
Men's Club Co·chairmen: Sanford Schwartz
and William Rosenfeld

VOL. XXI

Sabbath morning service
II to 12 noon
Rabbi Rosenbaum will preach.

Cleveland, Ohio, January 28th, 1943
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Remember that
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21st
is the date of the

MOTHER - DAUGHTER
FATHER - SON
LUNCHEONS
a t the
HOTEL CARTER
12:30 P. M.

TO THE TEMPLE
The Temple acknowledges with thanks
a donation in memory of WaIter L.
Zinner from his sister, Mrs. Charlotte
Z. Marks, and brother, Otto J. Zinner.
His name will be inscribed on the
plaque at the entrance of our Memorial
Chapel.
CHAPEL FUND
The Temple acknowledges with thanks
a donation in memory of Samuel S.,
and Ma ry Schulman from tbeir daughte rs, Mrs. J. H . Sh ulman and Mrs.
Harry L. Portugal.
Their names will be inscribed on the
plaque at the entrance of our Memorial
Chapel.
THANK YOU
Our thanks to the following ladies
of th~ Sisterhood who helped make the
luneh~on given for the ministers between sessions of the Seminar s uch an
enjoyable event: Mrs. Louis E . Blachman, Chairman of the Sisterhood Commissary Committee, and Mesdames E.
M. Bloom, Louis A. Ne um an, H. E.
Frisch, Lester Friedman, Robert Camin,
and Sidney Weiss ; those who helped to
set the t ables-Mesdames A. Schweidt,
Martin E. Blum, Louis Cort, Herbert.
Rosenblatt a nd Elmer Kaufman; and
those who ser ved-Mesdames Leighton
Hosenthal, Edward Green, Bernard Pincus, M. Young, Richard Harris, Arnold
Friedman, John Lindhei m, Larry Morse,
Mil ton Rosenbaum, Ronald Brown, Bertram W. Amster, Alex Sill, Sam Urdang, Miss Lillian Jacobs, and Miss
Irene Winograd who was in charge ot
this group ; Mrs. Sam Winograd, Mrs.
1. G. Shapiro and Miss Gertrude Bondy
who served on the Hegistration Committee.
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"FAREWELL TO CHARMS," an
original play, written and directed by
Mr. Alan Gruener will be sponsored by
the Junior Alumni on Sunday, Febl"Uar
7th in the Auditorium. The curtain will
rise at 2:30 P. M. upon the season's
first big venture of the High School
Players. The admiss ion charge (35c)
will serve to swell the religious school's
philanthropic fund, Keren Ami.
CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Mr. and Mrs. Henry A. Pohl on their
28th wedding anniversary.
Stanley H. Pohl on his commission as
Second Lieutenant.
A SWEATEH SWING AND SOCIAL
will be held by ,t he Confirmation Class
of 1943 on Sunday afternoon, Februa ry
7th in Alumni Hall from 3 to 5 P . M.,
announces Billy Rosenfeld, president of
tl-e {:onfirmation Class.
FUNDS
To the Altar Fund: Mr. and Mrs. Louis Cort
in honor of daughter Carolyn's reading from
the Torah. Mrs. 1. Wolf and family in memory of Stella Koller and Sol Baer. Mr. and
Mrs. Elias Frisch in honor of their 57th wed·
ding anniversary. Mr. and Mrs . Morry Glick
in memory of Sol Reinthal. Elmer and Charlotte Kaufman in memory of Sol Reintha!.
To the Prayerbook Fund: Mrs. C. Wakefield
in memory of husband, Charles Wakefield.
Maurice Bruml and Florence Berman in memo
ory of Mary Brum!. Mrs. J. Oppenheim i,l
memory of Rose F. Heiner. Mrs. A. Kleeblatt
in honor of the 79th birthday of Mrs. Sara
Ante!.
To the Yahrzeit Fund: Mrs . George Lewis
in memory of father, William M. Goldring.
To the Rabbi Brickner Prize for Scholarship:
Mrs. Dora Reich in memory of son, Herbert
Reich.
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THE ARMY - CAMPS

By BARNETT R. BRICKN ER

(Th e following U ?'e so?ne of t he- imlJ1'e ssions gain ed by R a bbi B?'ickne~ ' on a tOUT of ?-?'my
camps in Indiana, K entucky an d T ennessee. In th ese camp~ he con,tact.ed an d ~nt er
viewed th e chapla ins, offic er's an d enlisted ?nen. H e m ade th1s t our tn h-:s capact ty as
Administ1"ative Chai?"man of th e Nation al J ewish W elfan BOa?'d CO"mll'mttee on A rmy
and Nav y R eligious Activities.)

•

I-THE CHAPLAINS
Chaplains are very necessary [or the
army, performing humanizing functions
in an organization that needs must be
scientific, objective and, to a good extent, mechanical. The a rmy command
f eels that chaplains further the military
utility and personal well-being of a ll
personnel. Chaplains act as Iiason officers between the enlisted men and their
office·r s, in addition to th eir . purely religious dutieiil.
In a major sense, modern war consists of teamwork. The individual soldier is likely to feel that he is but one
unimportant cog in a vast' machine.
Therefore, it is essential to preserve in
the individual soldier the feeling that
he counts . As one high-ranking officer,
typical of many, told me, "This is a
fight in which the will to win is g oing
to play the deciding' role, since both
sides are very strongly armed and nearly equally matched. The determination
of the individual to play his role wifl
be decisive for us. Religion gives the
individual faith , courage, and a sense of
his importance and value."
The enlisted men have high r egard
for the chaplains and welcome their
ministrations. They come to the chapplains with their problems and find his
counsel and efforts in their behalf ot
much benefit.
I am happy to l'eport to you that the
general level of th e chaplains is high.
They are men's men and not bigoted
sedarians. In terms of education, per sonality and other qualifications necessal"y to serve the men, our Jewish chaplains compare !favorably with their
Christian colleagues.
It is not unusual fo·r . Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish services to be conducted in the same chapel. These close contacts form a basis fo r education and
understanding with regard to the men,
beliefs, and r eligious practices of other
faiths. The chanlains . themselves are
thus gaining a broader outlook and a s
a consequence become m or e valuable to
m en of all the faiths in their work.
This contact between men and chaplains
of different faiths is one of the most

exemplary expressions of inter-faith understanding in the -world today.
One cannot say that there is no racial
and religious prejudice in the a~·~y.
Donning a uniform does not eradIcate '
all the mental sets o·f civilian life. Although prejudice finds its repercussions
in the camps, it is breaking down very
rapid ly due to the fact that men of all
sorts of backgrounds work and play together.
None o'i the chaplains r eport any
marked religious revival, but many a
man who never atttended religious services in civilian life now attends them
occasionally, and some attend them
r egularly. As one enlisted man said
to me, "I n ever considered myself relig ious in civilian life but when you're
out' on your own , you fe el you've got to
rely upon something b etter and higher
than men and ma.c hines t o h elp you."
Still, it may b e reasonably said that
there are no atheists in the army, for
the danger t'o life alters the agnostic
perspective. As the army adage has it,
"Th ere ar e no atheists in f ox-holes ."
The army is fe eling a r evival of the
spirit of fa t alism that was manifest in
the last war. It expresses it'self in the
words, "If the bullet has your name on
it, it will find you wherever you are."
Alth ough, a s a r elig ious person I cannot fe el sympathy fo r th e idea, I do
f eel sympathy i or the situation of the
men and und erstand how t his fatali stic
approach furnishes comf ort to th em ..
II.-THE MEN
The men work hard in the army. This
is a serious army and the men are in
dead earnest about their job. They see
not'hing glamorous about warfare. They
know it' is a dirty business, something
forced upon this country which ,w e were
reluctant to enter. Now that we are in
it, the men feel that we simply must
finish it-and the sooner the better! I
found no "rah-Tah" spirit. Ther~ are
no jokes coming out of this army and
no spontaneous singing. That does not
mean that the army has gone somber,
but that it is mature and conscientious
in its approach.
I found the men making a wonderful
adjustment from civilian to military life
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despite the fact that our country does
not have a military tradition as does
Germany. The instillation ~f. thoroughgoing discipline requires dIligence and
a good deal of effort' on t?e. part. of
both officers and m en. But It IS bemg
administered intelligently and the men
are responding well. No attempt is
being made to instill in the men hatred
for the enemy as a people. The men
are ,b eing given a r ealization that .th e
system of the enemy stands agamst
everything that we hold dear and therefore is hateful and must be destroyed.
:Unquestionably the absence of hatred
for the enemy is due to lack of contact
with him, and will be present once the
m en go into active combat.
The army is to be commended for its
excellence in classifying the men into
the work for which they are best fitted.
While there is unquestionably a certain
amount of maladjustment, it is minimal
for the army is making every effort to
keep "squal'e pegs" from going into
"-round holes." The physical mental
occupational and aptitude tests given
every man are the best that the science
of modern psychological testing has yet
devised. The modern army consists of
many specialties and every effort is
made to use the particular capacities of
every man in the job h e can do best.
There is less drunkenness and venereal disease in this army than in that
of the last war. In keeping with army
tradition, the men gripe about all sorts
of things but, for the most part they
are contented with their lot. The main
subject of conversation is, of course,
women. Politics and the war are rarely
discussed.
Men in the army always want things,
a nd furloughs are what they want most.
In this, and in all the other things they
want, they follow the army idea that
"if you don't ask f or a thing, you'll
never get it." Thus, they often ask
for many things with the hope that one
request will be granted.
The proportion of Jewish men in the
army is at least that ill their proportion
in the general population. In certain
specialized 'b ranches such as medicine
and dentistry, where education and previous training a'r e fa ctors, they exceed
their proportion in the population .
Men over the age of 38 are being released from the army only if the a'r my
feels that the men can serve ably in
war industries and are of very minimal
use in the army. There are no blanket
discharges, and each case is reviewed
separately' by officers of very high rank.
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If a man is of any value at all to the
army he usually stays in. Many' n1l;n
with real physical handicaps are m
limited service and are releasing able
bodied men for more active service.
In certain respects, the army is being
rationed as we civilians are. Butter,
coffee and even gasoline are scarce in
some ' camps. Cars are being pooled.
Every effort is being made to eliminate
waste.
"A.W ..Q.L." or "Going Over the Hill"
constitutes a real problem' to the service,
a problem our enemies do not face .
There is a large proportion of married men in this army. The common
remark around army camps is that an
unmarried second lieutenant i,s scarce.
Wives who try to be with their husbands
present very difficult housing and employment problems in the small towns
near the camps. P ossibilities for recreation and occupying their time are very
limited. Their husbands in the service
worry about them, and this makes the
adjustment of the married soldier to
army life more difficult.

IlL-THE OUTLOOK
N one of the a'r my officers I met beli eve that the war will end this year.
They are convinced that we are just
beginning and that we have a long way
to go. They do not believe in miracles,
but do believe in planning. If it had
not been for the detailed preparation
!\lade by the army and navy while we
were still debating our relations to the
United Nations be'fore we entered the
war, the tremendous job of organization
which has been effected to ~ build this
army so magnificently could not have
been possible.
Service men don't seem to be much
concerned about blue-prints for r econditioning the world after the war. They
are concerned fundamentally with two
things: they want the war over as
quickly as possible-and they want to
be sure that there will be jobs for them
when they return. They are not going
to be satistfied to come back, as did
their fathers , to unemployment and insecurity. They will look to the government and to management to make good
on the promise of freedom from want.
They want to lick the Nazis and the
Japs to a standstill so that they and
their children will no longer have to
face the curse of war.
As they struggle on the field of battle
for us, we must make every effort on
the home front to insure a world O'f
security for them when they return
home in victory.
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