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RABBI'S MESSAGE
When we think of Hannukah, many are the images <that corne to mind.
Dreidels spinning, chocolate-filled gelt, brightly burning multi-colored
candles, the. taste of potato latkes and apple sauce, the special melody
of the Hannukah blessings, smiles and wrapping paper, family gathered .
'round. It is a joyous time in our calendar -- and well it should be.
For on Hannukah we celebrate a miracle, the miracle of Judaism -- a
live, vibrating, pulsating, energetic, spiritual, nurturing, force;
which we are part of. Part of in part because of the uniqueness of our heritage, and part of
in part because of the uniqueness of our ancestors who strove to keep the living flames of
Judaism not only burning, but vibrant.
Hannukah means dedication. Thousands of years ago, our ancestors fought for the r i gh t
to exist as Jews. Overcoming the odds stacked up against them, they won back the temple,
and the celebration of its rededication is with us still. We remember the miracle of the
lights, but more important is the miracle born of our will and strength to persevere.
Intertwined within the eternal flame of our existence is reflected the eternal spirit whi ch
abides within us all. We are connected all, by and through this spiritual link -- family
to family, all around the world. Our place in time is another advance in the continuum of
the people Israel. The achievements of our age, our strength and vitality, the divers i ty and
culture of our people reaffirms the miracle of our spirit as much as the temple's
rededication so many years ago.
Ours is a sacred charge, it is not an easy one, and perhaps this lends it a holiness
of its own. We are God's people but even more than we are God's chosen people, God is our
chosen God, and Judaism is our chosen way of life. We choose -to identify, we choose to keep
the tradition alive, we choose to raise and teach our children, and pave the way for others.
And in our choice is the power of the miracle which kept the flame burning with but one fl ask
of oil, which has kept the flame burning though history would have seen it doused.
In our sanctuary, as in every sanctuary, there burns continually the Ner Tamid,
the eternal light. It symbolizes the miracle of the flame, the eternal spirit which connec t s
us to each other, to generations who have preceded us, and to those yet to corne, and all of
us to the one God whom we love, and who loves us. This Hannukah, in our celebration', we
continue and strengthen the bond, we rededicate through ou~ remembrance and observance the
flame of our Jewish spirit, ~n kindling the lights we affirm our resolve to be a Jew, a
part of a miraculous living legacy.
May
May
May
the

this be a holiday ·of peace,
this holiday find us and our loved ones well, and of renewed spirit and dedication,
the lights of Hannukah, kindle within ourselves the warmth and the strength of
miracle Judaism.
-- Rabbi David 'Castiglione

MORE CONTRIBUTIONS

CONTRIBUTIONS
Contributions to Oheb Shalom Congregation
September 1989 through December 5, 1989

In memory of Joe Braunstein
By Sally Braunstein

In honor of birth of grandson to
Shirley & Dave Sapper
By Joyce & Dick Pohl
Blanche Sage

In memory of Richard Newman
Amy Haas
Dorres Hyman
Sol Heyman

In memory of Judith Weiss's father
By Joyce & Dick Pohl
Betty DeLor
Joe & Andrea Scheingross
Shirley & Dave Sapper

Contributions to the Temple Operating Fund
By Richard Stark
Richard & Sue Limbach
Chris Craig

)
)
)
)

By Nan Newman

High Holy Day contributions
By Golda Stein
Richard Pohl
Rena Davids
Robert & Diane Schachter
Herman & Phyllis Kwait
Betty DeLor
Nathen Buckantz
Bobbie Mann
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Rozenman
Elaine & Izzy Lichtcsien

In honor of engagement of
Bruce Lichtcsien & Jill Grayson
By Joyce & Dick Pohl
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Karbeling
In honor of birth of grandchild to
Barb & Dick Smith
By Blanche Sage
In memory of Phyllis Matz's mother,
Stella Frankel
By Effie & Bob Shiff
Madeline & Nate Lichtcsien
Betty DeLor
Jean & Charlie Goldfarb
Elaine & Izzy Lichtcsien
Selma Kornhauser
Edgar & Li~lian Kornhauser
Rose & Stan Pohl
Joe & Andrea Scheingross
Helen & Bob Randel
Joyce & Dick Pohl
Blanche Sage
Bea & Lew Marenberg
Shirley & David Sapper
Gloria & Jerry Dorsky
Golda Stein
JoAnn & Lester Colbert

TELEPHONE ANSWERING MACHINE
The Temple now has a telephone answering
machine. We try to keep the announcement
message updated with dates and times of
services, dinners, etc., and to check for
messages daily.
. Normally, the machine takes four (4)
rings before it answers. If there are messages
on the machine waiting to be answered, the
machine will answer after the first or second
ring.
If you should be using the Temple and
turn the machine off, please turn it back on
and Jnto "auto-answer" when you leave.

In memory of Camille Grad
By Phyllis & Jerry Matz
Dr. Timothy Thomas

-- Lew Marenberg

In memory of Jim Grad
By Phyllis & Jerry Matz
Dr. Timothy Thomas

THEY'RE FAMOUS!
Temple members David and Michelle G1uc~
were .pictured (along with other participants)
in the Winter 1989 issue of Reform Judaism
magazine.

In honor of Rose Pohl's birthday
By Minnie & Leo Lichtcsien
Nan Newman

The Glucks were trained as "rabbinic
aides'; last July in a program which the magazine
article says is "believed to be the first of
its kind undertaken by any Jewish denomination."

In honor of Adam Levine starting
Sunday School
By Mr. & Mrs. Harold Levine
In memory of Rose Byer
By Marv Byer

NEW BOOKSTORE
"Full of the Dickens" is the name of a new children's bookshop located at 105 W. Water
Street in Sandusky. It reportedly has many beautiful Hannukah and Jewish-related books!
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
I am very pleased to be able to say
that half way through this year Oheb Shalom
Temple is doing very well. Thanks to our
Rabbi David, and many congregants who helped,
the High Holidays went beautifully. The
services were well attended, and were extremely
enjoyable and meaningful.
Our Temple board met in mid November, and
discussed, in detail, the plans for the upcoming
Art Auction, on April 21. Though I will be
sending a letter to you shortly with details
of the new format of our Art Auction, I would
like to say that the Temple board has been
EXTREMELY helpful, as well as the Sisterhood,
in helping us to develop an auction plan
which will be both different and appealing ,
to all of the Congregation. I want to thank
the board members and Sisterhood members who
have given so much of their time and advice
for this event, especially Chairwoman Judith
Weiss and co-chairman Dick Pohl.
As President, my job has been made so easy
by the generous volunteers who are always
helping, even without my asking. Lew Marenberg
is in the process of having the Menorah which
decorates the outside of the Temple remade. This
is the third time which he has had to work on the
Menorah due to the vandalism which we have had
on the outside of the Temple.
I am very proud of our Sunday School this
year, and wish to thank Andrea and Effie for
all they have done with it.
Dave Gluck has done an excellent job so far
this year with adult education. His program at
our Temple dinner about the Holocaust, and what
it means to present-day Jews, was well-prepared
and extremely thought provoking. His Sunday
morning adult educations are very worthwhile, and
I would like to encourage any Temple members to
attend these.
We owe much thanks to the Sisterhood for
another very successful rummage sale, which
assures the Sunday School the funds it needs to
run.
I encourage you to notify me when there are
any concerns about the Temple which you would like
to discuss with me.
I wish you all a happy Hannukah and a happy,
healthy New Year!
Sincereiy,
Dennis Newman
President, Oheb Shalom Temple
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Happy Hannukah!
Our annual
Sunday School
Hannukah party took
place dur1ng Sunday
School on December
10. A committee of
Religious School
mothers prepared and
served lunch to the
children.
Some of our

o

-

k)

some food preparation
of their own during the past several weeks
,of Religious School. Our K-2 class made
a huge fruit salad at Sukkot time that
was shared by everyone. Two other classes
made beautiful challahs! Another week
'several students, assisted by Rabbi David,
made delicious honey cakes which everyone
enjoyed.
The school year is going along quite
well. The November 5 parents meeting went
well and was productive. The support of
our Religious School parents is so very
important.
Those of us on the Religious School
Committee are truly grateful to the mothers
and fathers who pitch in Sunday mornings
when needed to keep our school running
smoothly.
A healthy, happy New Year to each of you!
Andrea Schein gross
SISTERHOOD NEWS
Once again we have had a very successful
rummage sale. Our Religlous School in
particular has benefitted from the hard work
of Barbara Smith, Minnie Lichtcsien, Bea
Marenberg, Helen Randel and the other
dedicated rummage sale workers. Thanks to all
of you for setting up, sorting, pricing,
selling and cleaning up. Where would we all
be without you?
Please mark your calendars for Friday,
Jan. 19. We will try to duplicate the wonderful food and camaraderie of our last Temple
Potluck prior to Shabbat services. We will
send all the necessary information to you
at a later date.
The next Sisterhood meeting is Sunday,
Jan 7. Take the chill out of winer by joining
us for coffee at 9:45! We look forward to
seeing you then.
~- Joyce and Madeline

SOCIAL ACTION AGENDA:

CRITICAL ISSUES FACING REFORM JEWS

When the sun goes down on December 22,
we will be lighting the first Hannukah
candle to usher in the eight-day "festival
of lights." How fitting that a holiday of
light takes place in a month of such
darkness.

letter to President George Bush, urging him
not to veto the Boxer Amendment which allowed
federal funding of abortions for victims of
rape and incest. Our reply arrived recently.
In a letter dated Nov. 28, Shirley M Green,
Special Assistant to the President, stated
that "the President decided to veto this
legislation." She said further that "in
explaining his decision, the President has
said, 'In the absence of perfect legislation
that would reconcile these difficult issues ,
if I have to err, I prefer to err on the side
of human life. '" Even though our letter failed
to persuade the President, many thanks to the
14 Sisterhood members who agreed to join the
effort.

Then, when that dark month ends, so
does 1989, and we start a new decade! In
that new decade, may we, as Jews, find new
ways to penetrate the darkness and get on
with the work of mending and healing.
"To be a light unto the nations" will take
. a lot of candle-power. May we be equal
to the task.
That task includes ...
1. Abortion Rights: Jewish men, women, and '
children were very visible in the recent
demonstrations for reproductive rights. They
marched in Columbus, Ohio, on October 29,
along with local supporters from the League
of Women Voters and Norwalk's Freedom of
Choice group. Marilyn Shearer, 317 Brunswick
Drive, Huron, Ohio, was Erie County
Coordinator of the October 29 rally. We
applaud Freedom of Choice, Norwalk, Ohio,
and the local League of Women Voters for
joining the Freedom for Choice Ohio
coalition.

We may be more effective in boycotting
Domino's Pizza. Mr. Tom Monaghan, owner of
Domino's Pizza, has given and continues to
give large sums of money to fund Operation
Rescue, which harasses abortion clinics and
the patients they serve. You may even wish to
write Mr. Monaghan and tell him why you are
no longer buying his products. Write him
c/o Domino's Pizza, Inc., P.O. Box 997,
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106.
2. Capital Punishment: A special committee
appointed by Chief Justice William Rehnquist
of the U.S. Supreme Court recommended that
death penalty appeals be streamlined to
assure swifter executions, but only after
condemned murderers get more legal help. The
committee made its report on Sept. 21, 1989,
to the U.S. Judicial Conference, the policymaking arm of the federal courts. The
conference postponed any action -- and any
recommendation to Congress -- until its 28
judges reconvene in March, 1990. But Chief
Justice Rehnquist, in an unprecedented action,
sent the committee's report to the Senate
Judiciary Committee, which has been mandated
to introduce legislation to address the
committee's recommendations, even before the
U.S . Judicial Conference takes action!
Rehnquist has been severely criticized for
by-passing the Judicial Conference.

We are proud to list the following
Jewish organizations who were involved in
the huge rally in Washington, D.C., on
No'v. 12 -- American Jewish Committee,
American Jewish Congress, B'nai B'rith
Women, National Council of Jewish Women,
National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods,
Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights (of
which NFTS is a member), and the Union of '
American Hebrew Congregations!
Recent mayoral, gubernatorial, and even
state senate elections show that abortion
has become a key issue for voters. Taking a
stand against a woman's right to choose a
safe and legal abortion has become very
costly politically! Voters are apparently
making "choice" a litmus test. ' So can you.
Remember you don't have to be pro-abortion
to be pro-choice.
While we demonstrate with our feet and
our votes, the U. S. S:~preme Court is
considering three abortion cases -- an
Illinois case which requires abortion clinics
to add' considerable services and equipment
and may force many out of business, and cases
from Ohio and Minnesota involving parental
notification.
At the Oct. 17 meeting of Oheb Shalom
Sisterhood, 14 members agreed to sign a

Retired Supreme Court Justice Lewis
Powell, who headed the special committee,
stated, "The hard' fact is that the capital
punishment laws of 37 states are not being
enforced by the courts. I respect those who
argue for outright abolition of capital
punishment but it seems irrational to retain
the penalty and frustrate its fair implementation." Ironically Powell said he would vote
to abolish capital punishment if he were a
state legislator, because "it has not deterred
murder." He noted that the United States has
(continued on next page ....... )

4

r

I

SOCIAL ACTION AGENDA (continued from previous page
the highest murder rate of any nation and
let our Temple President, Dennis Newman, know
is the only democracy that has the
if you are willing to host such a meeting.
death penalty!
Many thanks.
The institutions of Reform Judaism
oppose the death penalty and undoubtedly will
be part of a new campaign to involve all of
the American religious community in the
fight to abolish that death penalty. That
fight is being led by the National Coalition
to Abolish the Death Penalty, working with
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference,
the National Interreligious Task Force on ",
Criminal Justice, and Amnesty International.
A National Pilgrimage for Abolition is planned
for May 5-19, 1990, culminating in a 300-mile
march from the Florida State Prison at
Starke, Florida, to inner-city Atlanta, Ga.
It promises to be the largest anti-death
penalty event ever in the United States.
Locally, the death penalty was debated
at Firelands College on Oct. ' 30, 1989.
Speaking for the death penalty was Attorney
John Pfefferle; speaking against the death '
penalty was Attorney Ron Bailey.
3. AIPAC -- The American Israel Public Affairs
Committee: On Oct. 3, 1989, 21 members of
Oheb Shalom Congregation met with Rabbi Alan
Sokobin of Toledo and Lisa Landau, Midwest
Field Coordinator for AIPAC, to discuss the
work of the American Israel Public Affairs
Committee, which lobbies on issues affecting
U.S.-Israel relations.
Both Rabbi Sokobin and Lisa Landau pointed
out thatCongressman Paul Gillmor has been a
strong supporter ~f Israel, since coming to
the Hoo~ 'of Represen~ atives. We need to
comm~nicate( our gratit~de for that support.
Sin~ce "we'Ne ' been unable to set up a personal
meeting with Congo .Gillmor during his
Congressional recess, the congregation will
be sending him a letter thanking him for his
pro-Israel voting record. If you would like
to send your own such letter before Jan. I,
1990, (after which he returns to Washington,
D.C.), write The Honorable Paul Gillmor,
2253 Sand Road, Port Clinton, Ohio 43452.
Or call him at (419) 732-2859.
, Perhaps you know Congressman Gillmor
personally or worked for his election. If so,
would you be interested i .n hosting a meeting
in your home between the Congressman and
some of our Temple members early next year?
That would serve to introduce part of the
Jewi~h community to him
thank him for his
pro-Israel record and a1so discuss coming
issues with him. (Lisa Landau will be sending
information on Gillmor's voting record and
the issues coming before the Congress.) Please

4. Bravo, Rabbi Roberts and Temple Emanu El:
The Plain Dealer reported that Temple Emanu El
working with Antioch Baptist Church, raised
$1,100 for the hunger centers in Cleveland.
The rabbi at 'Temple Emanu El is Dan Roberts,
who was the bi-weekly student rabbi in '
Sandusky some 20 years ago. Rabbi Roberts
has figured out a way to combat hunger,
racism and anti-Semitism --all at the same
time. Rabbi Roberts also teaches a course
in Judaism at John Carroll University, a
Catholic institution on the East Side of
Cleveland. One of his students, who comes
from Huron, Ohio, reports that Rabbi Roberts
is a good teacher.
5. Bravo, John Carroll University: John
Carroll University also hosted a workshop
for religious educators on "Healing Deadly
Memories: How to Deal with the Anti-Jewish
Elements in the New Testament." The American
Jewish Committee helped fund the workshop.
6. Buy Israeli: You can do your holiday
shopping and support Israeli industry when
you buy any Epilady products. They are produced by a kibbutz in northern Israel.
7. Looking for Tax Deductions? If you are
looking to increase your tax-deductible
charitable contributions by the end of the
year, consider the following organizations:
The National Coalition to Abolish the Death
Penalty, 1419 V Street, N.W., Washington,
D.C. 20009. Join the new "abolitionists"
with a tax-deduct~ble contribution to the
above.
Jewish Fund for Justice, 1334 G Street N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20005. This organization
makes grants to community-based groups
throughout the country. They funded Navajo/
Israeli Intensive Crop Production Project in
Flagstaff, Arizona; Prairie-fire Rural Action
in Des Moines, Iowa; and Women in ' the Workforce, in High Point, N.C., and many others.
Your tax-deductible contribution to this one
organization will serve a diverse group of
programs, all geared to combat poverty in
their local communities.
So goes the work of "tikkun olam." And
how can we find words to describe the events
in Eastern Europe -- the opening of borders
and the symbolic end of the Berlin Wall? Who
would have dreamed so much could happen so
soon to mend and heal and transform the world?
Happy Hannukah!

Jean Goldfarb, Chairperson
Social Action Committee
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P.o. Box 2077
Sanduak', Ohio 44810
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HUC Library
3101 Clifton Ave.
C~rrcirrnati, OR 45220

<] " ;, ,, '\ /

--

