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Wednesday, March 4 7:00 PM Purim Shpiel. Pizza before at 6:15 pm
Friday, March 6 6:00 PM Shabbat Evening Service

7:00 PM Congregational Dinner following services by RSVP
Oneg Shabbat hosts: the Abramson and Simon families

Saturday, March 7 10:00 AM B'nai Mitzvah of Madeline Abramson and Joshua Simon
Sunday, March 8 11:30 AM Mini Purim Shpiel, followed by Purim Carnival

Friday,  March 13 7:30 PM Family Service. Camp Shabbat. Birthdays in March will be celebrated.
Oneg Shabbat hosts: the Ravett family

Saturday, March 14 9:30 AM Tot Shabbat
10:00 AM Bar Mitzvah of Jake Ravett

Friday, March 20 7:30 PM Sisterhood Shabbat
Oneg Shabbat hosts: the Buchalter and Mitchell families

Saturday, March 21 10:00 AM B'nai Mitzvah of Logan Buchalter and Andrea Mitchell

Friday, March 27 7:30 PM Social Action Shabbat
Oneg Shabbat hosts: the Murphy and Schwartz families

Saturday, March 28 10:00 AM B'nai Mitzvah of Skyler Murphy and Owen Schwartz

Note: No services on April 3 due to first Seder.
Saturday, April 4 10:00 AM Shabbat Festival Morning Service  

5:30 PM Havdallah and Congregational Second Seder (by RSVP only)

Friday, April 10 10:00 AM Festival Yizkor Service 
7:30 PM Family Service, Composer in Residence Jordan Franzel

Birthdays in April will be celebrated.
Saturday, April 11 10:00 AM Shabbat Morning Service

Wednesday, April 15 7:00 PM Yom HaShoah Commemoration Program
Friday, April 17 7:30 PM Scholar in Residence Dr. Gary Zola

Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Dweck family
Saturday, April 18 9:30 AM Tot Shabbat

10:00 AM Bat Mitzvah of Sophie Dweck
7:00 PM Havdallah and Lifelong Learning Scholar in Residence Program

Wednesday, April 22 7:00 PM Yom HaZikaron/Yom HaAtzmaut Concert at 
Temple Emanuel of the Pascack Valley in Woodcliff Lake

Friday, April 24 7:30 PM Shabbat Evening Service
Saturday, April 25 10:00 AM Shabbat Morning Service 
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The fact that our Purim spiel is fast
approaching has me pondering
princesses. Given our weather, you
might assume an obvious target for
contemplation would be “Frozen”’s

Elsa, but i’ve traveled outside the Disney box and have been
thinking instead about “Wicked.” Specifically, how during the
course of her transformation, Oz’s notorious “good witch”
changes her name from “Ga-Linda” to “Glinda…with the
silent “Ga.”  

i’ve gone through some name changes myself.  As #19 on my
Facebook “25 random things about me” states, for a brief
period of time i insisted on being called “Jennifer Alyse
Goldberg Jewish.” The reasons for my adopting the suffix are
complicated and multi-layered, but suffice to say i was a child
who craved transparency. Our family did not belong to a
temple, but i wanted to make certain my affiliation was loud
and clear, and so i did.

Years later (as i joked in my HHD speech from a few years
back) when i married Matt in a ceremony which blended
traditions from our respective faiths, i went from being
Jennifer Alyse Goldberg JEWISH! to Jen Cole, Jew-“ish.”
While i never consciously intended to discard my faith, my
relationship with Judaism was in serious need of redefinition,
and truth told, i wasn’t super-motivated to redefine it.  Matt
and i never doubted that we would raise our children with
Jewish traditions, but joining a synagogue was never a part of
our plan, and that was fine with me.

When our kids entered the picture, however, things changed
(kids seem to have a knack for changing plans). There was not
a large community of Jewish families in our town, and
consequently finding friends in school who shared Jewish
beliefs and holidays was not an easy task.  So we decided to join
Beth Haverim, with the simple goals of providing a Jewish
education and along with it, opportunities for our kids to
socialize with and learn alongside other Jewish children.
Admittedly, the price tag for membership seemed a bit steep,
but we figured we’d give it a try and see if it was indeed
“worth” it.  needless to say, it was… but not simply because it
was a place for our kids to be with other Jews or fulfill the
requirements to become b’nai mitzvah. it became a place
where i rediscovered and re-embraced my Judaism, not just
other Jews.  

There has been a lot of chatter recently about the challenge of
declining synagogue membership and Jewish affiliation faced
by Reform synagogues. One recommended approach is to
remove the financial barriers. in a recent New York Times

article by Michael Paulson, “The ‘Pay what you Want
Experiment’ at Synagogues,” he describes how some synagogues
across the country have shifted from a mandatory dues model
to a system of voluntary pledging. in light of the economic
climate, such an approach is both naturally appealing and yet
clearly not without significant risk. We all have heard the
unfortunate stories of synagogues worrying about keeping their
lights on and snow plowed, let alone affording sufficient
clergy/staff and keeping their programs running, and of course
those that have been forced to close their doors.

in one of many responses to Paulson’s article, nina Badzin’s
op-ed piece speaks of how she polled her Facebook community
about what prevents them from being more Jewishly involved
in and out of synagogues. As she suspected, only a small
percentage of responders noted money, leading Badzin to
conclude that while a shift in dues structure may be necessary,
it may not be sufficient. She argues that perhaps the focus of
getting people involved at synagogue is not the answer, and a
better approach would be to get people involved with Jewish
life. She writes:

“Provide value and people will pay. Show members the
joy of Judaism and empower them to bring that joy home. Engage
members with discussions on how to be a better person, a better
parent, sibling, spouse, friend, and a more ethical businessperson,
and they will come back for more. If congregants do not see how
Judaism can be relevant in their homes and everyday lives, then
they will go somewhere else in search of meaning and take their
dollars with them.”

i hope you’ll agree that our BHSS embraces the mission she
describes.  if you have ideas on how we could move closer to
this ideal, please share them.  

i, for one, am thankful to have found this community and
believe our family is better because of it. With our eldest now
in college, the dues continue to be a stretch, but it is hard to
put a price on all that we have gained. Without a doubt my
membership at BHSS and more importantly my connection
with its clergy, staff and community, has been the main reason
i carry my Jewish-ness once again with pride and joy.
Although my “Jewish” may be silent, it is nonetheless an
important and integral part of who i am today. Matt and i
made the decision to join Beth Haverim in order to infuse our
children’s lives with Jews, but thanks to BHSS we wound up
infusing our own lives with Judaism. Just as Glinda and
Elphaba sing to each other as the Broadway curtain falls, i’ll
end by singing the same to everyone at BHSS who have been
(and there are many) a part of my journey - Because I knew you,
I have been changed for good!

- Jennifer-Alyse-Goldberg-Cole-Jewish, President

President’s Message
from Jen Cole
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From the Rabbi
“If not now, when?”

i almost never tell you how to vote. Almost never.

i always want you to vote; Jewish tradition teaches that we are
not to separate ourselves from the community, and i believe
that engaging in the political process is a critical part of being
a part of the communities in which we live. So i am always
reminding you to vote. And our congregation has a proud
tradition of seeing beyond the walls of our beautiful space to
participate actively in the affairs of the community; people of
faith have an important and powerful role to play in making
our communities more just places. 

But the not-for-profit status of the synagogue prevents me
from endorsing candidates, and i honor that obligation very
attentively when it comes to American elections.

On the other hand, every four years i have the opportunity
not only to urge you to vote, but also to tell you who i hope
you’ll seriously consider voting for. That election season is
now. Jews around the world are voting right now for the
World Zionist Organization, and i’m asking you to vote
today in those elections for ARZA: Representing Reform
Judaism. if you’re over 18 years old, you can make a
difference for an even more just israel by making your voice
heard in this way. 

What is the World Zionist Organization? The World Zionist
Organization (WZO) was founded by Theodor Herzl at the
First Zionist Congress in Basle in 1897. Today it forms the
backbone for The Jewish Agency for israel, the Jewish
national Fund, Keren Hayesod, and smaller affiliates. 

The World Zionist Congress is the World Zionist
Organization’s supreme institution and legislative body that
meets every four years in Jerusalem. The Congress determines
policy and courses of action and chooses the leadership of the
World Zionist Organization. These decisions influence
hundreds of millions of dollars in funding and paid portfolios.
The Congress also makes decisions that affect the status of
Reform Jews in israel and across the world, as well as the
funding available to Progressive Jews in israel.

The World Zionist Congress is made up of 757 delegates
representing world Jewry: 232 delegates from Zionist
organizations like Hadassah, B’nai B’rith, WiZO and the
World Union for Progressive Judaism, and the remaining 525
delegates representing israelis and the Diaspora communities
of the world.

The United States has 145 seats, and the occupiers of those
seats are determined by the election of American Jews i am
urging you to vote for now.

The composition of the American
delegation is critically important to
Reform Jews in the United States
and israel, because the American
delegation of 145 delegates is the largest delegation from a
single country outside of israel and comprises nearly one third
of the Congress. The decisions of the Congress influence
hundreds of millions of dollars in funding, over $4 million of
which is currently allocated to the Reform movement each
year. in addition, the Congress will help determine the
leadership of the major global Jewish organizations, budgetary
decisions and policy in israel and worldwide.

Currently, ARZA has 56 of the United States’ 145 seats
representing 39% of the delegates.  The campaign’s goal is to
increase the number of seats to 50% of the United States’
delegation, the maximum number that ARZA is permitted
under the rules of the election.

So why am i asking you to vote specifically for ARZA? A
successful election in which ARZA, on behalf of the Reform
movement, receives a significant percentage of votes and
therefore delegates to the WZC, is the single most effective
way for the Reform movement to influence policy and shape
the society of israel. The election determines the Reform
movement’s influence within israel institutions, government
bodies and provides the Reform movement with the ability to
influence important policy appointments.  

in addition, the election impacts the amount of funding that
the Reform movement receives in israel and the Diaspora.
The Reform movement seeks a democratic israel which
respects and supports all expressions of Judaism, which
respects and guarantees women’s rights, and which strives to
obtain a peaceful solution to the Palestinian issue. A successful
election is our best means to assure the realization of the
Reform movement’s goals.  Therefore, your vote is critical to
the success of the overall election.  

How do you vote? i have actually recorded a video on how to
vote: you can find that instructional video at
http://tinyurl.com/BHSSWZO. Or you can go directly to
the voting site at www.reformjews4israel.org.

if you care about a strong, Jewish, and democratic israel, now
is the time to act; the polls close on April 30. Vote ARZA in
the World Zionist Organization elections.

—Rabbi Joel Mosbacher
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Candlelighting times:

March 6 – 5:34 pm Ki Tissa
March 13 – 6:42 pm Vayachel/P’kudei
March 20 – 6:50 pm Vayikra
March 27 – 6:57 pm Tzav

2014/2015 BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Rabbi Joel Mosbacher 201-337-4803 rabbimosbacher@yahoo.com
Asst. Rabbi Daniel Kirzane 646-508-6540 daniel.kirzane@gmail.com
Cantor David Perper 201-934-1894 cantorperper@earthlink.net
Educator , Rebecca McVeigh 201-512-1983 schoolatbethhav@optonline.net
President, Jennifer Cole 201-891-2438 thecole6@yahoo.com
Past President, Harvey Weinberg 646-364-8417 harvey.weinberg@oliverwyman.com
Vice President, Michelle Cassel Siegel 201-612-4389 benmichelle99@yahoo.com
Vice President, nancy Levene 201-236-6059 nancy_boyle_levene@hotmail.com
Vice President, Eric Aronson 201-962-2641 aronsonE@gtlaw.com
Treasurer, Mitchell Miller 201-337-4503 mlctsmiller@verizon.net
Asst. Treasurer, Jeff  nimerofsky 201-995-0042 Jeff@theorchard.com
Secretary, Gail Darrow 201-831-0164 alldarrows@gmail.com
Trustee, Ellen Fasanaro 201-934-6710 ellen.7755@gmail.com
Trustee,   Jackie Lowenfels 845-357-1557 jackielowenfels@aol.com
Trustee, Jerry Kirshman 201-962-2249 kirshman@yahoo.com
Trustee, Harris Reinstein 201-652-0898 harrisreinstein@msn.com
Trustee, Douglas Wright 201-825-6265 wrightbdjl@aol.com
Trustee, Linda Vogel 845-357-5640 lsv0407@aol.com
URJ Liason, Al Levene 201-236-6059 alleve1@aol.com
Sisterhood Co. Pres., Jodi Lyons z”l
Sisterhood Co. Pres., Jane Young 201-679-6895 jnapfy@aol.com
Broherhood Pres.  Jonathan Theodore 845-357-5378 jatheodore@optonline.net
Michelle Mitzvah Group, Chair, ilyse Smith 201-995-1177 mmgbhss@gmail.com
Dir.of informal Youth Programming, Stacey Butler845-629-8069 stacey_a_butler@yahoo.com
Sr. Youth Group Pres., Samantha  Spencer 201-818-0212 spencergirl97@aol.com
SR. Youth Group. Pres. Rachel Teichman 551-579-1522 themystery558@aim.com

2014/2015 COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Life Long Learning, Co Chair, Leslie Sapienza 201-760-8972 sapienz@optonline.net
Life Long Learning Co Chair, Deborah Klein 201-934-1623 deborah.klein18@gmail.com
BUiLDinG & GROUnDS, Jim Dubroff 201-327-7014 jimdubroff@yahoo.com
CARinG,  Co Chair Candy Kassover 201-934-8229 candy1951@optonline.net
CARinG, Co Chair, Laura Miller 201-337-4503 mlctsmiller@verizon.net
COMMUniCATiOnS, Lisa Lamster 201-760-1935 lisalams@optonline.net
EnDOWMEnT, Chair, Ranan Wichler 201-934-9239 rwichler@wichlergobetz.com
EDUCATiOn, Lauren Einhorn 201-447-7094 laureneinhorn16@gmail.com
LiBRARY,  Sheryl ives 201-794-1017 sjives17@yahoo.com
LiBRARY,  Ruth Turner 845-351-5732 rggt@optonline.net
MEMBERSHiP, Chair, Gail Darrow 201-831-0164 alldarrows@gmail.com
MUSiC,  Chair, nora Berger 201-703-0132 niberger@aol.com
OUTREACH, Jane Young 201-679-6895 jnapfy@aol.com
RiTUAL, Chair, Stacey Coyne 845-368-2830 staceycoy@aol.com
SOCiAL ACTiOn Co Chair, Whitney Speer 201-825-2441 whitneyspeer@msn.com

March
Birthdays
Emma Bethon

Jackson Bloom

Jonathan Cassell

John Dowd

Ariel Ehrlich

Jacob Eichner

Jessica Epstein

Nicole Fox

Raiden Furst

Amanda Glucoft
Jack Henry 

Goldberg-Kaplan

Sydney Goldstein

Joseph Hittman

Samuel Hoffert

Abigail Hoffert

Liam Irizarry

Averie Katz

Theodora Leibman

Zachary Login

Taylor  Marder

Romy Mindich

Rachel Moss

Eli Swerdloff

Jack Weiss

Dylan Werblow

Matthew Wolfeiler
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April 3 – 7:04 pm Pesach I
April 10 – 7:12 pm Pesach VIII
April 17 – 7:19 pm Sh’mini
April 24 – 7:26 pm Tazria/M’tzora
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Liberty!  independence!  Freedom!  As we prepare to
celebrate Passover, we take time to reflect on our gratitude
for each of these essential aspects of our lives.  And at the
same time, we have the opportunity to consider what
freedom really means to each of us and, perhaps more
importantly, what it means for us as a community.

There’s a classic comparison between “freedom from” vs.
“freedom to.”  A “freedom from” perspective holds that each
of us is inherently an individual, and our ideal state is one in
which we can do anything we want to.  “Freedom,” then,
means protection against others’ demands on our time,
energy, and resources.  A “freedom to” perspective, on the
other hand, teaches that we inherently are social beings, and
our ideal state is one in which we are in relationship with
other people.  “Freedom” from this vantage point means
ability to live in community with others, seeing communal
norms and shared behaviors as a value rather than a burden.

Today’s American society has a very healthy appreciation of
“freedom from.”  But what about the important aspects of
“freedom to,” the freedom we have to share our lives with
others in such a way that those around us enjoy the fruits of
God’s world as much as we hope to ourselves?  Where can
we turn for inspiration about how to live our lives in
accordance with this other kind of freedom?

We need look no further than the Passover seder, for
(unsurprisingly) Jewish tradition has a healthy appreciation
of “freedom to”!  Shortly before starting the Passover meal,
we read: God brought us from slavery to freedom, from
sorrow to joy, from mourning to festivity, from darkness to great
light, and from bondage to Redemption! And then, in the
very next passage, we immediately read: Halleluyah!  Praise
God, O servants of the Eternal!

Servants of the Eternal?  (Or, literally, “God’s slaves.”)
Didn’t we just read that we are free?  Yes: Free to lead the
lives that God wants us to lead in just and righteous
community. After all, when Moses first demanded our
freedom from Pharaoh, he said on behalf of God, “Let My
people go that they may worship Me in the wilderness” (Ex.
5:1).  it turns out that it’s not so bad to be a slave; it’s only
bad to be a slave to another human being!  Being a slave to

God, though, is what Redemption is
all about.

As servants of the Eternal, what are we free to do?  As Micah
says: To do justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your
God (6:8). As isaiah says: To observe justice and to do
righteousness (56:1). As Amos says: To seek God and live (5:4).  

The freedom of the Jewish people is a freedom to build our
lives around holy obligations.  Yes, this requires limiting our
“freedom from.”  But by sacrificing a bit of our autonomy
for the sake of our family—and our extended family, the
entire Jewish people—we help bring God’s presence ever
closer to our lives and the world.

The question remains (and feel free to ask it at your seder):
What holy obligations will you commit to when you
embrace your freedom this Passover?

- Rabbi Daniel Kirzane

From the Assistant Rabbi

Greetings from the Garden Committee. It’s time to think

about the earth beneath the snow. Please join us on

Thursday, March 19 at 7 pm to discuss our plans for this

season.  Our first official work day will be Sunday, May 3 at
9 am.

We are so grateful for everyone who participated last season:
for the Lipson family and friends for enlarging the garden
through an Eagle Scout project, and for all of the temple
members who joined us in tilling the land. In spite of a
critter(s) who found their way into the garden, we successfully
grew and donated 275 pounds of produce to our local
community. We would like to thank all committees in
advance, as we will be assigning weekends to assure that we
have coverage during the growing season.  We look forward
to working with everyone again this spring. 

Garden Committee
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April
Birthdays
Madeline Abramson

Jack Adler
Jack Alpert
Sophie Baum
Eli Behar

Zachary Bibi
Reagan Elizabeth Bloom

Elizabeth Chernick
Samuel Chuck
Daniel Cohen
Jason Cohen
Alexa Denburg
Jessica Diamond
Sophie Dweck
Jack Edelson

Spencer Edelson
Samuel Eichner

Ilana Reese Gilbert
Michael Glucoft
Drew Grossman
Luke Hollander
Rachel Klein
Victoria Laddy
Zoe Lynn

Brody Miller
Jakob Mitnick
Max Nierenberg
Daniel Ovadia

Samantha Ovadia
Ryan Richard Polansky

Gabriel Reinstein
Michael Savino
Warren Schindler
Jack Schwartz
Carly Sipper
Parker Slivka
Remi Slivka

Sydney Vandersnow
Lawson Vogel

Cantor’s Corner

Shabbat Shirah -- Thank you so much to all who were in
attendance for our Shabbat Shirah celebration on Friday, January
30.  Both the Junior Choir and Adult Choir did a phenomenal
job, and the sanctuary was alive with song. “Do you love me?”
now i know the answer!

Purim Disney Style -- Wednesday, March 4, 7 pm. BE THERE! Come dressed up as
your favorite Disney character, and win a prize in our annual Purim Costume Contest.  As
in years past, most of the music written for the spiel this year has been done by some of
our creative members.  The Purim band will be in full swing, as well as OTHER
SURPRiSES TOO!

Shabbat with Composer in Residence, Cantor Jordan Franzel -- Friday, April 10, 7:30
pm. Following our Lifelong Learning theme this year, “Born in the USA,” Cantor Franzel,
an American Jewish music composer, will speak about his music and his composing
process, and he and Cantor Perper will sing and play his music.  it promises to be a
beautiful, musical service.

Wear your camp gear
to Camp Shabbat -

March 13 - 7:30 PM &
find out more about

URJ Camps!



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

9 am                 
School FS & 6                       

12 pm              
Hebrew 201                  

2 pm Shpiel Reh.

4 pm School K-3             
4 pm PreK                  

5 pm Group Prayer 
Class                          

6:45 pm Kadimah

4 pm School 4/5  
6:30 pm Group 

Prayer Class                               
7 pm                    

Mah Jongg

7:00 pm               
Purim Shpiel                

6 PM Tefilot                
7 PM Dinner by 

RSVP

KI TISA                    
8:15  Torah Study                

10 am               
Madeline Abramson 

& Joshua Simon      

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
9 am                 

School FS & 6         
11:30 AM               

Mini Shpiel           
11:45 AM             

Purim Carnival          
12 PM              

Hebrew 201                      

4 pm School K-3                     
5 pm Group Prayer 

Class                          
6:45 pm Kadimah       

4 pm School 4/5  
6:30 pm Group 

Prayer Class                   
7:30 pm -  Exec 

Comm Mtg              
7:30 pm - MMG Mtg

7:00 pm                
Junior Choir             
LLL Meeting              

8 pm                   
Adult Choir                  

6:15 PM 6th Grade 
dinner  7:30 PM 
Tefilot   Family 

Service  6th Grade 
Svce  Camp 

Shabbat               

VAYACHEL/  P'KUDEI            
8:15  Torah Study    
9:30 Tot Shabbat            

10 am                      
Jake Ravett      

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

9 am                 
School FS & 6           

12 pm Talent Show 
Auditions                   

3 pm movie:  
"Orchestra of Exiles"                     

4 pm School K-3                     
5 pm Group Prayer 

Class                          
6:45 pm Kadimah       

4 pm School 4/5  
6:30 pm Group 

Prayer Class                   
7:30 pm              

Board Meeting

8 pm                   
Adult Choir                  

7:30 PM Tefilot   
Sisterhood Shabbat             

VAYIKRA                      
8:15  Torah Study               

10 am               
Logan Buchalter  
Andrea Mitchell           

6 pm                          
LLL Game Night      

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

7:30-9 am YG 
Pancake Bkfst           

9 am                 
School FS & 6             

1 pm Mah Jongg                      

4 pm School K-3             
4 pm PreK                  

5 pm Group Prayer 
Class                          

6:45 pm Kadimah       

4 pm School 4/5  
6:30 pm Group 

Prayer Class                   
7:30 pm              

Music Comm 
Meeting

   8 pm                  
Adult Choir                  

5:00 PM  
Sisterhood 
Miriam Seder BY 
RSVP   

7:30 PM Tefilot   
Social Action 

Shabbat               

TZAV                      
8:15  Torah Study             

10 am                      
Skyler Murphy     

Owen Schwartz      

29 30 31

9 am                 
School FS & 6                        

12 pm             
Hebrew 201             

12 pm Talent Show 
Auditions   7 pm 

Ritual Comm Mtg                       

4 pm School K-3       
5 pm Group Prayer 

Class                         
6:45 pm Kadimah       

4 pm School 4/5  
6:30 pm Group 

Prayer Class                   

 

March Calendar
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April Calendar

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4

  8 pm                   
Adult Choir                  

NO SERVICES AT 
BHSS                       

FIRST SEDER

PESACH  I                 
8:15  Torah Study                

10 am               
Festival Shabbat 

Service                   
5:30 pm              

Second Seder

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

NO SCHOOL NO SCHOOL
NO SCHOOL              

7 pm                     
Mah Jongg

  8 pm                   
Adult Choir Offsite                  

OFFICE CLOSED         
10 am Festival Yizkor 

Service                  
7:30 pm              

Family Service  
Composer in 
Residence            

PESACH VIII              
8:15  Torah Study              

10 am               
Shabbat Morning 

Svce

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

9 am                 
School FS & 6                      

4 pm School K-3                     
5 pm Group Prayer 

Class                          
6:45 pm Kadimah       

4 pm School 4/5  
6:30 pm Group 

Prayer Class                   
7:30 pm -  Exec 

Comm Mtg              
7:30 pm - MMG Mtg

7 pm                           
Yom HaShoah 

Commemoration              

 7:30 PM Tefilot        
Scholar in 
Residence              

SH'MINI                 
8:15  Torah Study    
9:30 Tot Shabbat            

10 am               
Sophie Dweck           
7 pm Scholar in 

Residence      

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

9 am                 
School FS & 6           

10 am Scholar in 
Residence                

12 pm YG Event         
12 pm Talent Show 

Rehearsal                          

4 pm School K-3      
4 pm PreK                  

5 pm Group Prayer 
Class                          

6:45 pm Kadimah       

4 pm School 4/5  
6:30 pm Group 

Prayer Class                   
7:30 pm              

Board Meeting

7 pm                      
Yom HaZikaron         

Yom HaAtzmaut at 
Temple Emanuel                

7:30 PM Tefilot                

TAZRIA/M'TZORAH       
8:15  Torah Study                

10 am               
Shabbat Morning 

Service  7 pm 
Sisterhood 

Progressive Dinner    

26 27 28 29 30
9 am                 

School FS & 6             
12 pm             

Hebrew 101               
12 pm                   

Mah Jongg                
2 pm                     

BHSS Got Talent                     

4 pm School K-3                     
5 pm Group Prayer 

Class                          
6:45 pm Kadimah       

4 pm School 4/5  
6:30 pm Group 

Prayer Class                   
7:30 pm  Music 

Comm. Meeting           
7:30 pm Library 
Outreach Event

 8 pm                   
Adult Choir                  

p  

Notes

Does your family have a 
Bar or Bat Mitzvah coming up? 

In order to be included in the appropriate
issue of Temple Topics, your child’s brief

“bio” and photo are due as follows:
For a May or June date, by April 1

If you need a form, or have any questions,
please call or email to the synagogue.
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...will be called to the Torah...

Joshua Simon - March 7, 2015
Lives in Montebello, new York.
Mother, Julie, Father, Jordan, Brother,
Jared, 15 and Sister, Jayda, 2 ..............
is a 7th grader at Suffern Middle
School................His interests include

tennis, basketball, karate, video games,
drawing, and reading. 

"i would like to be an architect or a
mechanical engineer. For my community service
i collected, organized, and delivered donations for
the Children's Aid and Family Services, a leader in
adoption and foster care. i also wrote tribute notes
for the Pediatric Cancer Foundation. i am very
excited to become a Bar Mitzvah and to share this
special occasion with my family and friends."

Madeline Abramson - March 7, 2015
Lives in Upper Saddle River, new Jersey.
Mother, Gayle, Father, Robert, Brother,
David, 8 ................ is a 7th grader at
Cavallini Middle School ................ 
Her interests include acting, singing,

dancing, and tennis.  "i hope to become
a neurologist.   For my community

service i am collecting clothing housewares,
toys, and pet supplies to be donated to the
Center for Hope & Safety, whose mission is to
help victims of domestic violence and their
children reach safety and have 
a new beginning.  i am very excited to share this
milestone with family and friends.."

Jake Ravett - March 14, 2015
Lives in Upper Saddle River, new
Jersey.  Mother, Gwen Abeles-Ravett,
Father, Eric, Sister, Arielle, 11
.................. is a 7th grader at
Cavallini Middle School ............ 

His interests include tennis.  "i would
like to be a professional tennis player.

For my community service i worked at
Meals on Wheels and packaged and delivered 
food to the needy.  i feel great because now i 
am a Jewish man."

Skyler Murphy - March 28, 2015
Lives in Mahwah, new Jersey.  Mother,
Randi Morein, Father, Chris, Brothers,
John, 27, and Trent, 14 ........................ 
is a 7th grader at Ramapo Ridge Middle
School................Her interests include

equestrian, reading, volleyball, lacrosse, 
and animals.  "i would like to become a

veterinarian.  For my community service i will
be helping animals.  i'm excited about this special
occasion."

Andrea Mitchell - March 21, 2015
Lives in Upper Saddle River, new Jersey.
Mother, Leta, Father, David, Sister, Cydney,
23, Brother, Charlie, 21 ................... is a
7th grader at Cavallini Middle School
................ Her interests include singing,

acting, and drawing. "i would like to share
my music with others.  For my community

service i volunteered with the elderly to help
them feel good.  i am so excited!"

Logan Buchalter - March 21, 2015
Lives in Mahwah, new Jersey.  Mother,
Cindy, Father, Gary, Brother, Adam, 8
.............. is a 7th grader at Ramapo Ridge
Middle School................ His interests
include rock climbing, guitar, soccer, and

video games.  "i'd like to be an architect or
engineer.  For my community service project i

am volunteering at Christ Episcopal Church
soup kitchen to help local hungry families.  i am
excited to become a Bar Mitzvah but nervous about
the upcoming event."
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TALENT SHOW!!!

BHSS GOT TALENT
Do you SING? Do you DANCE?
Drama?  Magic?  Comedy?
Do you play an instrument?

Auditions: Sunday, March 15, 12-1:30 pm
Sunday, March 29, 12-1:30 pm

(Note: Auditions will be on a first come, first served basis)

Rehearsal: Sunday, April 19, 12 - 2:30 pm
Performance: Sunday, April 26, 2 pm

Limited slots so audition early!
(Appearances at the sole discretion of Cantor Perper)

For more information, contact Cantor Perper at cantorperper@earthlink.net

...will be called to the Torah...

Owen Schwartz - March 28, 2015
Lives in Suffern, new York.  Mother,
Linda, Father, David, Sister, Betsy,
11.................. is a 7th grader at
Suffern Middle School. ............... 
His interests include ultimate frisbee,

tennis, and reading books! "For my
community service i have been

volunteering in a kindergarten class to help
out and brighten the day for the kids.  i feel that
my Bar Mitzvah is the beginning of a new chapter
in the book of life."

Sophie Dweck - April 18, 2015
Lives in Suffern, new York.  Mother, Carrie,
Father, Jan, Brother, Tanner, 9, Sister, Kate,
8 ......... is a 7th grader at Suffern Middle
School ................ Her interests include
singing, acting, and fashion designing.  "i

would like to become a famous singer.  For
my community service i am helping to clean

up the world from garbage with 'Keep Rockland
Beautiful.'  i feel like this is the most special day i
will ever have; it will be more than amazing."
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My son Ethan has long hair. if you know me or my family,
this is not exactly breaking news. it was longish in his pre-teen
years and then got super long when he decided to grow it so
he could donate it before becoming bar mitzvah. After a year
or so of the Justin Bieber look, he started letting it grow again
and then decided to once again let it get long enough to
donate. At present it is past the required 10” needed, and yet
there is no haircut appointment in sight. Ethan’s hair has
become such a part of his identity that his college application
essay was about … you guessed it … his hair. i personally
have a love/hate relationship with his long locks. From a
purely aesthetic perspective, his hair is actually quite nice, but
like long hair on anyone (including myself), it gets messy and
frizzy and seems to always be in his face. Balancing this is the
incredible pride i feel for his willingness to stand out from the
crowd, and not let anyone (including and especially his mom)
make these types of decisions for him. And how can i not love
that the ultimate goal is to give the hair away to someone who
needs it?

He’s almost 18, about to graduate from high school, and it’s
time for me to, quite literally, get out of his hair.  My baby is
grown up, and the one experiencing the most growing pains
this year has been not him, but me. i decided i needed help,
and so in keeping with my love of ritual, i searched for a
Jewish ritual for letting him go. Gotta love Google. i found
an interesting blessing recited by the father of a son becoming
bar mitzvah. The transliterated version reads: “Baruch
sheptarani mei'ansho shel zeh,” which basically translates as
"Blessed is the One who has now freed me from the
responsibility of this child.” it is from the Midrash, and i kind
of love it. it is not about not providing for our children or not
disciplining them or not teaching them or not loving them. it
is about recognizing that the choices my children make (the
ones we love and the ones we don’t) are their own and are not
always a reflection of ian and me as parents. Easier said than
believed. After all, every college acceptance letter Ethan’s
received so far has been celebrated on Facebook so everyone
can kvell (and so i can bask in his reflected glory).

So what’s the moral of my ritual article? Maybe it’s just about
finding rituals that work for you, whether it’s welcoming
Shabbat by blessing your children, saying the Shema at
bedtime, celebrating your birthday by coming to the monthly

family service, having friends over for Havdalah, bringing
mac and cheese boxes to act as groggers for Purim, always
inviting someone new to your Passover seder, or yes, allowing
your children to become independent, responsible adults.
There are rituals for everything in Judaism, from the sacred to
the mundane, and i urge you to look for new ones that will
have meaning for you and your loved ones. in the meantime,
i’ll keep you posted about Ethan’s hair …

L’Shalom,
Stacey Coyne

Coming soon to BHSS

PURIM
Wednesday, March 4, 
6:15 pm pizza, 7 pm Megillah according to Disney

PASSOVER
Friday, April 3, 
First Seder, no Erev Shabbat services at BHSS
Saturday, April 4, 
10 am Shabbat and Festival morning service
Saturday, April 4, 
5:30 pm Congregational Second Seder, RSVP required, 
please see flyer in Temple Topics

Ritual Committee

Friday evening, March 27 will be a very exciting new
development at BHSS: the first (of many we hope) Social
Action Service.  Together we will celebrate Shabbat and the
extraordinary culture of social action at BHSS.

Please remember that as we celebrate Purim, we also support
our partner, Center for Food Action.  Come hear the
“Megillah According to Disney” on Wednesday night,
March 4 at 7 pm, and join in the fun at the Purim carnival
on Sunday, March 8, beginning with a mini-spiel at 11:30
am. Please bring bags of food to any of the wonderful Purim
celebrations -- the CFA’s van will be here! 

Social Action



The snow is still flying as this article is written, but even as we
shiver and shovel, Sisterhood has been busy celebrating
through winter and planning for the spring.  

Sisterhood is proud that 2014-15 has seen record-setting
membership. We are at nearly 100 members -- a goal we'd
love to reach this year. if you're not already a part of the team,
come out and meet your BHSS sisters!

We held our Second Annual Goods & Services auction.  The
social hall was full, and everyone had an amazing evening,
bidding on everything from clothing and jewelry to parties
and field trips. We snacked on delicious food and sipped
wine, while our awesome Masters of Ceremony, Ranan
Wichler and Harvey Weinberg, kept us laughing and bidding
all evening long.  Special thanks, too, to Samantha Spencer,
Samantha and Jessica Lamster, Ethan Coyne and Ari
Mosbacher, the "runners" who brought the winners their
items and were super helpful!  

We hope everyone who turned out had fun and loves
what they won! The support of the congregation (and
friends!) made it a hugely successful night for
Sisterhood, and we are in the process of reviewing the
BHSS "wish list" to determine the ways we can help.

The following weekend saw our Chanukah cocktail
party at the home of Sheryl Thailer. She was a lovely
hostess, and everyone had a stupendous time!  

in January, Sisterhood partnered with Lifelong
Learning to host Bob Mankoff, cartoon editor for The
New Yorker, who shared stories from his book "How
About never?" his life in cartooning. We were honored
to host him at BHSS and were proud of his
contributions in the aftermath of the "Charlie Hebdo"
shootings.

Our plans for the upcoming months include our
annual Sisterhood Shabbat Service, followed by the
annual celebration of women in Jewish history and
culture at our Miriam Seder on Thursday, March 26.
The cost will be $25.  Watch the weekly e-blasts for
further information and be sure to RSVP early for this
popular event!

We will also be continuing our participation at the soup
kitchen on Easter Sunday, April 5. Join Lisa Glick and her
troupe of volunteers in preparing food and doing "tikkun
olam" in a most meaningful way.  

Plans are underway for our Dine-Around (progressive) dinner
on Saturday, April 25. if you've been to one of these before,
you know what a great time it is. if you haven't, the Dine-
Around is a great way to get to know your fellow BHSS-ers in
a whole new way, as well as enjoying a terrific evening of
gourmet fare! Watch the weekly e-mails for more
information.

Our annual installation dinner will be later in the spring.  it's
your chance to come out and meet the new officers and
directors and to become an active part of Sisterhood, and the
Women of Reform Judaism.  

Sisterhood thrives because of all of us -- be a part of it!

Sisterhood News
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?,Ikh¥K ©v kF̈ ¦n v¤Z ©v vk̈ §h«©K ©v vB̈ ©T §J¦B v ©n
Mah nish’tana halailah hazeh mikol haleilot?

Why is this night different from all other nights?

:vM̈ ©n IK ªF v¤Z ©v vk̈ §h«©K ©v /vM̈ ©nU . ¥nj̈ ih ¦k §fIt Ub«ẗ ,Ikh¥K ©v kf̈ §C ¤J
Sheb’chol haleilot anu och’lin chameitz umatzah.  Halailah hazeh kulo matzah:

On all other nights we eat leavened products or matzah.  On this night all of it, matzah.

:rIrn̈ v¤Z ©v vk̈ §h«©K ©v /,Ier̈ §h rẗ §J ih ¦k §fIt Ub«ẗ ,Ikh¥K ©v kf̈ §C ¤J
Sheb’chol haleilot anu och’lin sh’ar y’rakot halailah hazeh maror:
On all other nights we eat all vegetables.  On this night bitter herbs.

:oh ¦ng̈ §p h ¥T §J v¤Z ©v vk̈ §h«©K ©v /,j̈ ¤t o©g«©P Ukh ¦p£t ih ¦kh ¦C §y ©n Ub«ẗ ih ¥t ,Ikh¥K ©v kf̈ §C ¤J
Sheb’chol haleilot anu mat’beeleen afilu pa-am echat. Halailah hazeh sh’tei f’amim:

On all other nights, we don’t dip our food even once.  On this night we dip twice.

 /ih ¦C ªx §n ih ¥cU ih ¦c §JIh ih ¥C ih ¦k §fIt Ub«ẗ ,Ikh¥K ©v kf̈ §C ¤J
:ih ¦C ªx §n Ub«K̈ ªF v¤Z ©v vk̈ §h«©K ©v

Sheb’chol haleilot anu och’lin bein yosh’vin uvein m’subin.  Halailah hazeh culanu m’subin.
On all other nights we eat sitting or reclining.  On this night we all recline.

Passover begins this year with the first seder on Friday night, April 3. 
(Remember that there will be no Shabbat service at BHSS that night.)  

Many families will also celebrate a second seder on Saturday night, April 4.  
Join your friends at BHSS for a congregational second seder!  

information is located in this issue of Temple Topics.  RSVP is a must!

The Four Questions
(or, 1 question and 4 answers!)
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Lifelong Learning
Lifelong Learning had a jam-packed winter and appreciates
the wonderful turnout for all of our events.  We started the
new Year with the hilarious musings of new Yorker cartoon
editor Bob Mankoff, along with a fabulous brunch sponsored
by Sisterhood.  We followed with a wonderful regional Jewish
American-food themed oneg led by nancy Levene and
supported by our fabulous congregational bakers Debbie
Falkow, Sheryl ives, Deborah Klein, Elyssa Mosbacher, and
Ruth Turner.  Rabbi Kirzane continues our learning by
teaching us the mysticism of Kabbalah and the start of the
Modern israeli Hebrew classes.

There is still time this year to learn with us, explore, and have
some fun along the way!

Lifelong Learning Spring Calendar

Modern Hebrew 201: Join Rabbi Kirzane as he resumes
teaching last year’s Modern israeli Hebrew class taught by
Rabbinic intern Adena Kemper on Sundays from 12:00-1:00
pm.  if you have the basics of conversational Hebrew and
want to join the class, please contact Rabbi Kirzane.  Dates are
February 22 and March 1, 8, 22 and 29.

Jewish Game Night - A night of fun and games with friends
and family!  Come Play Jewish Jeopardy and Pictionary!
Make a team or come on your own and we’ll make one for
you.  Prizes and refreshments!  Saturday March 21, beginning

with Havdalah services at 6:45 pm, then let the games begin!
RVSP by March 12 with your team or name to
Lifelonglearning.BHSS@gmail.com. 

Scholar-in-Residence Dr. Gary Zola: Join Lifelong
Learning for the capstone event for this year’s theme as we
host Dr. Gary Zola, executive director of the Jacob Rader
Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives and professor
of the American Jewish Experience at Hebrew Union College-
Jewish institute of Religion, during the weekend of April 17-
19 to further explore this year's theme of being Jewish in
America.  

Jewish Harlem Walking Tour – Join Lifelong Learning and
explore the “Silver Threads Among the Gold.”  Encounter
Fanny Brice, Milton Berle, Rogers & Hammerstein and more
as we “remember” a time when Harlem was Jewish.  Led by
renowned guide Justin Ferante in honor of Rabbi Kirzane’s
installation.   Bus leaves BHSS at noon on Sunday May 3.
Walking tour from 1-5 pm.  Cost $25 per person.  Payment
required for reservation.  RSVP to temple by Friday, April 24.
Trip has a maximum of 30 people so RSVP early!   

Mah Jongg Mania – The mania continues to grow with a
group meeting monthly on Sunday and Tuesday.  Beginners
are welcome! See Lifelong Learning page on the BHSS
website for dates & details. 

Yom HaShoah Commemoration Program
Monday, April 15 at 7 p.m.

with
BHSS and Ramapo Chorale Choirs 
and a featured speaker, Luna Kaufman

Ms. Kaufman is a Polish survivor of the Shoah, and chair emeritus of
Seton Hall University’s Sister Rose Thering Fund for Jewish-Christian
and Holocaust Studies. Long active in the performing arts in New Jersey,
she recently published her memoirs, Luna’s Life.
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Contributions

Rabbi Mosbacher’s 
Discretionary Fund

with thanks and appreciation for all that you do
- Jane & Jan Simon

with thanks and appreciation - Ann & Mark Weber

with thanks and appreciation, in honor of Gayle and
Michael’s wedding - Renee & Gary Garbus

to Deborah Falkow, in memory of her father, Howard
Kaplan - Sheryl Thailer

with thanks for a ceremony done so beautifully
- the Kassover and Marks families

with thanks for everything you do! - the Gampel family

in memory of Jodi Lyons - Arlene & Rich Mandel

with thanks and appreciation - the Sheppard family

with thanks for your love and support during a difficult time
- Kathy Liebmann and family

with thanks and appreciation - Shari & Andrew Schechter

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
thank you for all you do for us - the Sisterhood of BHSS

with thanks and appreciation, in memory of 
Selma Schechter - Shari & Andrew Schechter

in memory of Jodi Lyons - Ethel Rosen & Stuart Kirshner
- the Liebmann family
- Lynn & Michael Zall

in honor of Gayle and Michael's wedding, with thanks
- Renee & Gary Garbus

thank you for all that you do! - Jane & Jan Simon
- Ann & Mark Weber

to Deborah Falkow, in memory of her father, 
Howard Kaplan - Sheryl Thailer

your magnificent music touches us and inspires us deeply!
- Deb & Cantor Stan Kronberg

with thanks and appreciation - the Sheppard family

Educator’s Discretionary Fund

to the Theodore family, in honor of Lauren becoming vice
president of Steinriech Communications, with lots of mazel

- Dana, Jeff, & Ethan Berkowitz

thank you for all you do for us - the Sisterhood of BHSS

thank you! - the Theodore family
Life Fund

to Daryl Spencer and family, in memory of his 
brother Todd Spencer - Joanna Sudol & Greg Tamagnini

- Irene & Vince Guarino
- Sheri & Allan Schott

to Kathy Liebmann and family, in memory of 
her father Alfred Baum - Gail & Ranan Wichler

- Dana, Jeff, & Ethan Berkowitz

to Andrew Schechter and family, in memory of 
his mother Selma Schechter - Gail & Ranan Wichler

- Marci & Harvey Weinberg
- Carol & Rob Shulman

to Paul and Claire Lipson, mazel tov on Michael earning his
Eagle Scout rank - Lisa & David Barrack

to Jane Koch and family, in memory of her 
father Leonard London - Lisa & David Barrack

- Sheri & Allan Schott

to Sue Meyers, in memory of her husband Jay Meyers
- Ruth & Stu Turner

to the Lyons family, in memory of Jodi Lyons
- Ruth & Stu Turner

- the BHSS Library Committee

in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Joel Sankel
- Sheryl & Joel Ives

in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Paul Jeanette
- Sandy & Robert Jeanette

to Dr. Stacey Lyons and Dr. Amy Zodikoff, in memory of
Jodi Lyons - Nikki Davidson



17

in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Esther Goodman
- Carole Goodman

in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Laurie Daniel's
mother, Claire novak - Laurie & Marc Daniel

to Chad Mineo, Sheldon and Linda Lyons, in memory of
Jodi Lyons - Cheryl & Gene Sloane

to Shelley Jaffe and family, in memory of her father Ernest
Bolson - Lisa & David Barrack

in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Donna Barrack
- Lisa & David Barrack

in memory of Jodi Lyons - Alan Marder

in honor of Amanda Scholl - Hal Scholl

to Sheldon and Linda Lyons, in memory of Jodi Lyons
- Loretta Bogarsky

- Susan & Phil Ben-Zvi
- Alan Marder
- Vivienne West

- Beth & Michael Paqsnick
- Andrea & Michael Dubroff

in memory of Paula's parents - Paula & Mel Tenenbaum

in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Celia Meyers
- Pearl & Bob Meyers

to the Kalman family, in memory of Jodi Lyons
- Patricia & Evan Bleicher

in loving memory of Jodi Lyons
- Lori & Gary Becker

- Melanie Hay
- Caryn & Jon Glicksman

in memory of Jodi Beth Lyons
- Barbara Lyons

with thanks for your synagogue's hospitality
- Judie & Ari Biderman

to Stacy Lyons, in memory of Jodi Lyons - the Collins family

in memory of Ely Gordon - Sheri & Allan Schott

in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Alice Levy
- Randy Shill

Brick Fund

to Daryl Spencer and family, in memory of his brother
Todd Spencer - Jane & Jan Simon

- Sheryl Thailer

to Jane Koch and family, in memory of her father 
Leonard London - Jane & Jan Simon

- Sheryl Thailer

to Jerry Kirshman and family, in memory of his 
mother and father - Sheryl Thailer

to Kathy Liebmann and family, in memory of her 
father Alfred Baum - Sheryl Thailer

- Barbara & Charles Burghardt

to Hermine Aronson, in memory of her brother Gerald Levy
- Sheryl Thailer

High Holy Day Appeal
Sid & Hermine Aronson

Stephen & Joyce Eisenberg
Fred & Diane Fleischmann

Claire Klein
Missy Kossar

Barbara Lacher
Sherry Levitt

Bob & Pearl Meyers
Sheryl Thailer

Yizkor Appeal
Bob & Pearl Meyers
Mark & Ann Weber

Eisenberg/Siegel Family, in honor of the Gunsberg family
Bernard Schwartz, in memory of Joseph and Mollie

Chertoff; Jack and Rose Schwartz

Contributions
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Michelle Mitzvah Group

in memory of Jodi Lyons - Ilyse & Floyd Smith

to Kathy Liebmann and family, in memory of her father
Alfred Baum - Ilyse & Floyd Smith

Center for Food Action
donated by families in honor of the following simchas

Bar Mitzvah of Jake Ravett
Bar Mitzvah of Logan Buchalter

Ramapo Bergen Animal Refuge
donated by their families in honor of the following simchas

Bat Mitzvah of Jordan Stone
Bat Mitzvah of Dylan Kelman
Bat Mitzvah of Skyler Murphy

Jewish Family Services of Rockland
donated by his family in honor of

Bar Mitzvah of Joseph Hittman

Contributions

Eternal Lights
On november 13, 2014, over forty people gathered together at The River Palm Terrace in Mahwah to celebrate the 

sixteenth annual Eternal Lights dinner. This major fundraiser was initiated in 1999 when over 20 couples 
donated $1,000 each and enjoyed cocktails and dinner together, creating the foundation for this wonderful evening.

More than a decade later we are pleased that many of these same families still gather for this event, and are even more pleased 
that several new members have joined this dedicated group. This year we are grateful to our hosts, Rabbi Joel & Elyssa

Mosbacher and Rabbi Daniel & Jessica Kirzane. Everyone had a lovely time, and again the dinner was a financial success.  

Eternal Lights is a celebration of a community, our leaders, and those who work hard every day to make Beth Haverim Shir
Shalom such a terrific place for everyone. We list below, and gratefully thank, all those who supported our fundraiser this

year. if you are able, please join us next year for the seventeenth annual Eternal Lights dinner.

Maxine & Howard Abner
Alison & norman Axelrod

Joe Berman
Robin & Barry Cassell
Terri & Jesse Coffel

Jen Cole
Dorie & Seth Cohen

Abby Cohen & Lee De Santis
Laurie & Marc Daniel
Renee & Gary Garbus

Steve Hittman
Sandy & Robert Jeanette
Sue-Ellen & Ron Johnson

Candy &  Michael Kassover
Deborah & Jeff Klein
Arlene & Rich Mandel
Barbara & Phil Moss
Sandy & newt Parks
Kim & Bill Pressman
Robby & Eddie Saiff

Leslie Sapienza

Janet & Andrew Schlissel
Julie & Jonathan Selman
Carol & Rob Shulman
Michelle & Ben Siegel
ilyse & Floyd Smith
Ruth & Stu Turner

Marci & Harvey Weinberg
Gail & Ranan Wichler
Lori & Ritch Yanowitz
Beverly & Harlan York
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Join the Sifriyah and Outreach Committees as we welcome
author Jane Larkin, who will speak on Tuesday, April 28 at
7:30 pm.

Larkin, a young mother with many interests, including
caring for an active 4-year-old, gardening, and hitting the
tennis courts, lives in Dallas, Texas.  But most importantly
for us, she is an author, blogger, speaker, and the Jewish half
of an interfaith couple.  She writes prolifically about her
experiences in navigating the interfaith world, and for her,
creating a Jewish home.  Jane's story has led to her strong
involvement with and passion for Outreach. Most recently,
she wrote From Generation to Generation: A Story of
intermarriage and Jewish Continuity. 

in her true, inspirational story, Larkin tells of her
unexpected entry into an interfaith marriage and its
unintended consequences.  For one, her marriage brought
her closer to her roots than she had ever imagined.   For
another, she now understands her ancient religion in the face
of modern times.  Her book has received positive reviews.
“Whether or not books on interfaith relationships take a...
stance ‘for’ or ‘against,’ they bring... important conversations
out into the public sphere.... From Generation to
Generation is a welcome contribution to the discussion.”
(Rabbi Anne Perry, Author Reading Blog) 

Of particular interest to Jane and to us at BHSS is a 2013
poll conducted in the United States by the Pew Research
Center’s Religion and Public Life Project.  it found the
intermarriage rate to be 58% among all Jews and 71%
among non-Orthodox Jews.  Based on this study as well as
others, the subject of the interfaith family is one of relevance
and complexity. Given Jane Larkin’s own journey, her
interfaith family background, knowledge, reputation, and
experiences, as well as the personal recommendation of a
temple member, we have invited her to address our
congregation. Her discussion will center on “The Oys and
Joys of Being the Parent or Grandparent of a Child in an
Interfaith Relationship.” As Larkin noted recently,
“interdating and intermarriage can make even the most
open-minded Jewish parents and grandparents anxious.  it’s
one thing to welcome intermarried couples into the general
community, but it is another when the mixed-faith couple
involves your own child or grandchild.”

We encourage all congregants to attend this very important
discussion.  Please mark your calendars.  Looking forward to
seeing you all on Tuesday, April 28 at 7:30 pm.

From the Sifriyah & Outreach

Beth Haverim Shir Shalom’s 
Library and Outreach Committees 
invite you to join and welcome…

JANE LARKIN
speaking about

“The Oys and Joys of Being 
the Parent or Grandparent 
of a Child in an Interfaith

Relationship”

Tuesday, April 28, 2015
7:30 – 9:00 pm

at Beth Haverim Shir Shalom
280 Ramapo Valley Rd
Mahwah, NJ 07430

201-512-1983

Light refreshments will be served! 
For more information, 

please contact Ruth Turner 
at 845-351-5732
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The Shabbat Shirah service, when we honor the dedication of
our Adult and Junior Choirs, proved to be a truly wonderful
event. it was at times lively, inspiring and culminated in a
wonderful parody of “Do You Love Me?” sung with deep
appreciation to and from Choirs and Cantor. Thank you all
for your dedication and your ongoing efforts.

Movie night in benefit of the Center for Food Action had a
small turnout this year. The brave souls who came out in the
bad weather enjoyed snacks and “Hello Dolly!”, always a
favorite.

On Sunday, March 15, 2015 at 3:15 pm, we will be
showing another music-inspired movie, “Orchestra of
Exiles.”  it is a FREE event and refreshments will be served.
Our own Carole Goodman will be giving us an introduction
to the story of Bronislaw Huberman. “Orchestra of Exiles”
explores this great man's four-year odyssey, which culminates
in the founding of the orchestra that would become the israel
Philharmonic.   

BHSS Got Talent is returning! i know it’s been greatly
missed. So, if you sing, play an instrument, dance, do magic,
stand-up… now is your chance.  There are 2 dates for
auditions, on a first come, first served basis: Sunday, March
15, 12:00-1:30 pm, and Sunday, March 29, 12:00-1:30 pm.
There will be one rehearsal on Sunday, April 19, 12:00-2:30

pm. Performance date is Sunday, April 26 at 2:00 pm.
Everyone is welcome and this is a FREE event! Bring friends
and family.

As you heard in cantor’s emotional appeal on Shabbat Shirah,
if you enjoy singing, consider joining our Adult Choir. We
are always welcoming new voices. it’s never too late. Please
contact Cantor Perper.

As always, our Junior Choir is also always ready to welcome
new members. Children must be in third grade or older to
participate. The kids get a great start learning for their b’nai
mitzvah while having fun and developing a great rapport with
Cantor Perper. Lisa Lamster is our contact person for those
interested in more information.  Please get in touch with her
at lisalams@optonline.net. 

This year will be filled with interesting programming, lots of
planning and lots of fun.  Singing is not a requirement for
membership in the committee! There is always a free chair at
the table for you, my reader, so come join us. We meet on the
fourth Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm at the synagogue.
Contact me any time at niberger@aol.com, and let’s chat! 

Musically yours,
nora Berger

Notes  from Music

BHSSTY PRESENTS 
OUR ANNUAL...

PURIM 
CARNIVAL
Sunday, March 8 
11:30 - 11:45: Purim Mini Spiel
11:45 - 2pm: 
Carnival and CFA Food Drive

$1 for 3 tickets, $5 for 20 tickets
1 full shopping bag of food for CFA = 50 tickets
2 full shopping bags of food for CFA = 100 tickets
(For each full shopping bag of food donated to CFA, you will be entered
to win your choice of a $50 Starbucks or Dunkin Donuts Gift Card)

For any 9th-12th graders who want to help please contact:
Sam Spencer: 551-427-3663, spencergirl97@aol.com, 
Rachel Teichman: 551-579-1522, themystery558@aim.com,
Sammi Lamster: 201-995-7142, sammylammy@optonline.net, or
Stacey Butler: 845-629-8069, Stacey_a_butler@yahoo.com
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Michelle Mitzvah Group

SAVE THE DATE! March 27

The Michelle Mitzvah Group was founded almost three
decades ago because a father wanted to honor a daughter’s
memory by “giving back.” Since that time the social action
mission of this committee has greatly expanded… just as the
idea of “gemilut chasadim” (acts of loving kindness) has
become a pillar upon which BHSS has been built.

So it is a great honor for Michelle Mitzvah to have been asked
to participate, along with our sister and brother groups and
committees, in the first ever Sabbath service devoted to
Social Action. 

Please plan on attending this milestone evening… Friday,
March 27! i can be sure that our rabbis and cantor will make
this a service we shall all remember and cherish.

On to other matters!

This is shaping up as a banner year for contributions to the
Center for Food Action. We kicked off the year during the
High Holidays by filling the white CFA truck with over 400
bags (approximately 6,000 pounds) of food. Our special
thanks to our school, which has enthusiastically gotten behind
this worthy cause, and to our Youth Groups, whose annual
Purim Carnival will take place on March 8. Two years ago
they came to us and asked if they could have the CFA truck
at their carnival and proceeded to plan and promote a day
that resulted in 80 bags of food. Last year, they collected 130
bags, and this year has set a goal at 200 bags! Don’t bet against
their achieving this target, and please help them do so by
attending.

One final plea. Our committee has, as we have said, expanded
over the years. The needs for help in our community have
grown as well. For us, and we are sure for other committees at
BHSS as well, this means we need volunteers to help us. We
fully understand that belonging to a committee is not
everyone’s “cup of tea.” That does not mean, however, that

you can’t help. Our congregants represent a huge pool of
skills that organizations serving our community desperately
need. Maybe a day a week, or a day a month. For example, we
work with Oasis, a Paterson organization that provides
educational training to help women obtain meaningful
employment, plus meals and clothing for those in need. The
Hackensack Costco reached out to Oasis and offered to
donate food on a daily basis if Oasis could arrange for an early
morning pick-up. A few hours once a week to pick up food in
Hackensack and deliver to Paterson can impact many, many
lives. We need volunteers to carry on this mitzvah. 
Anyone who can help can contact: ilyse Smith at
mmgbhss@gmail.com.

Save the date (and your appetite) for 

BHSSTY’s Annual 
Pancake Breakfast!

Sunday, March 22
7:30-9:00 am

$5 suggested donation

RSVP by March 19 
to the BHSS office
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March Yahrzeits 
Morris Abner

Leizer Alperstein
Bertha Alter

Abraham Appelbaum
Roslyn Baum
Loretta Becker
Arleen Beech
Gloria Bell

Anna Berkowitz
Barnet Bernstein
Donald Bloom

Florence Braunstein
Harold Brotman
Martin Brown
Israel Charne

Martin Chernick
Bennet Cohen
Frieda Cohen
Jetty Dentz

Charlotte Dorfman
Greg DuCharme
Samuel Eichner

Sheila Levitt Estrin
Paul Fisher

Beatrice Friedman
Yola Gewelb
Henry Gluck
Alan S. Greene
Jacob Groskin
Alfred Hertz
Peter Howard

Benjamin Iskowitz
Nathan Kahn
Stanley Kamel
Joseph Kassel
Sally Kay

Frank Kestenbaum
Abraham Kirshner
Helen Klapper
Milton Klein
Dora Kohn
Laura Krane
Pearl Lacher
Noel Lamster
Bernard Lecker
Lonnie Lehrer
Bess Levene

Frances Levene
Frank Levene
Irving Levine

Adeline Levinson Horowitz
Beatrice Levitt
Sol Lirtzman
Al Loew

Juan Hans Lowenstein
Evelyn Marcus
Shirley Marks
George Meisner
Isidore Moser

Beatrice Lerner Moss
Rita Ovadia

Seymour Oventhal

Sally J. Paris
George Perry
Joy Pollack

Phyllis Pollack
Harriet Popowitz
Martin Popowitz
Shlomo Pousty
Bert Rosenberg
Rose Rubin

Joseph Rudell
Daniel L. Schacher

Gerry Scholl
Betty Schott
Harold Senzel
Max Shilstat
Alex Silverman
Anne Singer
Sydney Stoller
Rose Surkes
Fanny Trepper
Martin Trepper

Flora Vogel-Lirtzman
Norma Wachtel

Werner Wandelmaier
Miriam Weinberg
Thelma Weingast
Elyse Weisser
Robert Wolff
Sarah Wunsch
David York

The Caring Committee is continuing to do the best
it can to assist our members in times of need. We are

grateful to the Brotherhood who has teamed up with

us to better serve our members. Brotherhood, under

the direction of Jonathan Theodore, has stepped up

to provide rides to doctors and various other

destinations. We sincerely thank all those drivers who

have volunteered their time. Additionally, we have

continued to provide meals, shiva assistance,

pastoral visits and other much needed services to

members. Rabbi Mosbacher is always there to help us

by providing guidance and insight when dealing

with challenging issues. We are always available to

listen and/or visit, and everything is confidential.

To request services or to become a volunteer, please
contact Candy Kassover at candy1951@optonline.net
or Laura Miller at mlctsmiller@verizon.net.
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April Yahrzeits 
Dorothy Adlman
George Adlman
Natalie Adlman

Ibn Art
Leon Auerbach
Irving Becker

Sherwood Bofford
Denise Brown
Kerry Butler
Harry Chinitz
Esther Cohen
Phyllis Cohen
Eileen Feldman
Edward Fink
Benjamin Finn
Elsie Freeman
Ruth Frishberg
Morton Fuchs
Irving Glick
Norman Green
Dorothy Gross
Larry Gross

Edith Grossman

Roslyn Hartman
Erwin Hittman
Norma Hittman
Jacob Holtzman
Yona Holtzman
Zipora Holtzman
Jack Homnick
Lena Israel
Evelyn Katz

Gertrude Klein
Helen Kunego
Benjamin Levitt
Esther Levy
Lester Levy
Sylvia Levy

Henry Lichter
Mitchell Lichtman
Eric Liebmann
Judy May

Scott Mildwurf
Mary Newhouse
Joseph Oppenheim
Richard Pavlovec

Irving Pesin

Harry Piekarsky
Leza Pincus

Harry Rudnick
Libby Schlosser
Anne Schuman
Joseph Schwartz
Irene Shoobs

Richard Sitomer
Sandra Slavin 
Esther Slucker
Joseph Slucker
Hyman Smith
Melvin Spitalny
Abraham Spitzer
Sylvia Stein

Alfred Stewart
Philip Straus

Ilene Tanenbaum
Irwin Thailer

Morris Weingast
Julius Weisser
Hella Wexler
Ronald Zarnet

Wish List Donation:
Thank You for the Electronic Lobby Screen

We would like to say a heartfelt thank you to Sheldon and
Linda Lyons, Chad Mineo, and the many other extended
family and friends of our dear friend Jodi Lyons who
graciously gave to make this wish list item a reality. 

We hope everyone has had has the opportunity to view 
our beautiful new electronic screen located in the 
temple lobby.

This screen gives us a new advanced way to communicate
information to our members and prospective members, and
we are very excited and grateful for this gift.

Please join us in the spring when we dedicate the screen in
Jodi’s memory.

Jewish Federation of Northern New Jersey’s
Good Deeds Day is March 15. An
international day of caring and sharing,
Good Deeds Day in northern New Jersey
combines a telethon (9 am-1:30 pm) with a
food drive to help fill up local food pantries.
Both are community-wide. Share in the spirit
of the day! Don’t forget to answer the call in
the morning and bring your food (no glass,
please or perishables) to Federation’s
offices, 50 Eisenhower Drive in Paramus, in
the afternoon by 1 pm. Remember: no good
deed goes unnoticed!
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Condolences
To Jay Levy, on the death of his father, Marvin Levy
To Janet Moskowitz, on the death of her mother, Ruth Whitman
To Deborah Berman, on the death of her father, Marvin D. Suer
To Daryl Spencer, on the death of his brother, Todd Spencer
To Susan Meyers, on the death of her husband, Jay Meyers
To Timothy Crouch, on the death of his aunt, irene Wilder
To Andrew Schechter, on the death of his mother, Selma Schechter
To Jerry Kirshman, on the death of his father, Paul Kirshman
To Shelley Jaffe, on the death of her father, Ernest Bolson
To Alison Axelrod, on the death of her mother, Janice Kaplan
To Jane Koch, BHSS Religious School Teacher, on the death of her father, Leonard London

Good&Welfare
from & for the congregation

R’fuah Sh’leimah
(For a Full Recovery)

Nita Klaskow

Barbara Sternberg

Marilyn Taylor

Michael Wiesner

Mazal Tov
To Michael Lipson, son of Paul and Clare Lipson, on his earning of the Eagle Scout Rank

Thank You

Once again this year, BHSS teens had the
opportunity to travel to a L'Taken weekend at
the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism
in Washington, DC. The 16 teens who
attended this year had an intense, meaningful
and fun four days. Thanks to the BHSS
Endowment for helping make the experience
possible for so many of our young leaders!
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ACCORDING TO DISNEY AT
BETH HAVERIM SHIR SHALOM

Wednesday, March 4

Please join us for
Pizza and Havdallah Service ~ 5:30 pm

(please RSVP to temple of�ce)

A “Disney Purim” 
& Megillah Reading 

~ 6:30 pm

PurimShpielCome in

costume!

Please join us for
Pizza and Havdallah Service - 6:15 pm

(please RSVP to temple office)

A “Disney Purim”
& Megillah Reading

7pm

MONTHLY 
TOT SHABBAT

Tot Shabbat is back, and better than ever! 
Families with children from 

birth to 2nd grade
are invited to join 

Miss Ilene and Rabbi Mosbacher 
or Rabbi Kirzane 

for a story, singing, 
a craft and a snack, from 

9:30-10:15 am
on the following Shabbat mornings:

March 14, April 18,
May 16, and June 13. 

Please RSVP to the synagogue office at 
201-512-1983 if you plan to come, 

so we will have enough supplies for everyone!

Always wanted to know 
how to read Hebrew 

but just didn't get to it? 

Join Rabbi Mosbacher's Hebrew 101 class on 
the following Sundays from noon to 1 p.m.:

April 26 ~ May 10 ~ May 17
May 31 ~ June 7 ~ June 14

Tuition is only $25!  RSVP to the office today by
calling 201-512-1983 or writing to
bethhaverim@optonline.net
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Community Second Night Seder 

PASSOVER 2015 

 
Why is tonight different than all other nights? 

For the answer to this question and much more 
come to the 

Beth Haverim Shir Shalom 

Community Second Night Seder 

April 4, 2015 

6:00 pm 

Participate in retelling the Passover Story, enjoy 
a festive meal and sing your favorite songs. 

Children will search for the Afikomen and prizes 
will be awarded! 

Adults:  $40. 
Children (under 13 years old): $18. 

Please RSVP by March 20, 2015 
Beth Haverim Shir Shalom at 201-512-1983. 

Your payment will reserve your place. 

5:30 pm
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LANDIS
Painting

� Owner supervision on site everyday and available via cell phone 7 days a week
� Work uninterrupted until job is completed (we do not pull off your job to start another and then return)
� 2 year warranty on labor and materials  � No subcontractors  � Daily clean up procedure

“When People Prefer the Finest”

Call for your free estimate 201-337-5559
Visit us on the web at www.Landis-Painting.com

Angie’s List Super Service Award Winner 5 years in a row!

Free
Massage

Gift
Certificate

Let Landis Painting show you their commitment to top quality work,
customer service and professionalism.

AAnnggiiee’’ss LLiisstt SSuuppeerr SSeerrvviiccee AAwwaarrdd WWiinnnneerr 55 yyeeaarrss iinn aa rrooww







ltsudAcialist in Orthodontics for Children and eSp
DSDen Cohen wG

  Columbia Dental School
ed First in Class at• Graduat

sayR-• Digital X
�• Helpful, Friendly Sta

etmospherA• Comfortable, Relaxed 

NJ Specialty Permit #5084

.cohenortho.comww.cohenortho.comww
8819-828-102

alley Road VValley Road 6 Ramapo 51

  Columbia Dental School

NJ 07430,hMahwa

 
LAW OFFICE OF JEFFREY S. LIPKIN 

 General Litigation   Insurance Claims 
 Business Disputes  Partnership Disputes 
 Employment Disputes  Contract Drafting and Disputes 
 Landlord-Tenant Disputes  Commercial Litigation/Collection 
 Real Estate Disputes  Bad Neighbor Disputes 
 Municipal Court  Personal Injury 
 Medical Malpractice  Products Liability 

 20 years of “big firm” experience at affordable rates 

1000 C Lake St., Ramsey, NJ  (201) 962-3876 
www.jefflipkinlaw.com 

 

ADINA KELMAN, CHC, AADP
Certified Holistic Nutritionist

specializing in weight loss and nutrition education

201 681-7080
www.alifeinbalance.co

adinakelman@alifeinbalance.co

75 N. Maple Ave.
Ridgewood, NJ 07450

Suite 202





www.comptime.net

Color Printing

Mailing Services 

Design & Layout

Full Bindery

Fulfillment

Letterhead/Envelopes

High Speed Copies

Brochures & Flyers

Business Cards

Blueprint Copying

Free Pickup & Delivery

Some of Our
Services...

Comptime has been serving 

the printing needs of diverse 

clientele since 1994.  We have 

the technical expertise to guide 

your project to success in a 

timely manner within the 
most efficient budget. 

Consider us your 
in-house print shop.  

We do whatever it takes!

OUR LOCATION
385 N. Franklin Turnpike
Ramsey, NJ 07446
P (201) 760-2400
F (201) 760-9140
order@comptime.net

“Your First Call For the Last Minute”





BETH HAVERIM SHIR SHALOM
280 RAMAPO VALLEY ROAD
MAHWAH, NJ 07430

Rabbi Joel Mosbacher
Cantor David Perper 
Assistant Rabbi Daniel Kirzane 
Rebecca McVeigh, Educator 

?To do in March and April:       

Play Mah Jongg! at BHSS on Tuesday, March 3 and Tuesday, April 7 beginning at 7 p.m., Sunday, March 22 at 1 p.m. 
and Sunday, April 26 at 12 p.m. (note special time)

Laugh and sing along with BHSS's Purim According to Disney on Wednesday, March 4 beginning at 6:15 p.m. with 
Pizza! Shpiel to follow at 7 p.m.

Enjoy dinner with your friends at 7 p.m. on Friday, March 6 (RSVP by March 2); services begin at 6 p.m.
Come to the mini Purim Shpiel on Sunday, March 8 at 11:30 a.m.  Then, PLAY at the Purim Carnival at 11:45 a.m.!
Torah Study - Saturdays beginning at 8:15 AM - March 7, 14, 21, 28, and April 4, 11, 18, and 25
Come with your 6th grader and family to 6th Grade Shabbat Dinner before services (RSVP) Friday, March 13 at 6:15 p.m.
Wear your camp gear and learn more about our URJ camps at Camp Shabbat on Friday, March 13 at 7:30 p.m.
Bring your tots to Tot Shabbat at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, March 14 and Saturday, April 11
Show your stuff at the BHSS Got Talent AUDITIONS on Sundays, March 15 and 29 beginning at 12 p.m.
Experience the moving film "Orchestra of Exiles" on Sunday, March 15 beginning at 3 p.m.
Welcome Shabbat with the BHSS Sisterhood at Sisterhood Shabbat on Friday, March 20 beginning at 7:30 p.m.
Have lots of Family Fun and a bit of competition at Lifelong Learning's Game Night on Saturday, March 21 at 6:45 p.m.
Start your day at the Youth Group's Pancake Breakfast (proceeds going to Gift of Life) - Sunday, March 22, 7:30 - 9 a.m. 
Find out how to do some Tikkun Olam, healing of the world, at the Social Action Shabbat on Friday, March 27 at 7:30 p.m.
Share a wonderful Second Seder with your BHSS friends and family on Saturday, April 4 at 5:30 p.m. (RSVP required)
Meet American Jewish composer Cantor Jordan Franzel as he is the Composer in Residence on Friday, April 10 at 7:30 p.m.
Commemorate Yom HaShoah at BHSS on on Wednesday, April 15 beginning at 7 p.m.
Help Lifelong Learning welcome our Scholar in Residence, Dr. Gary Zola of the American Jewish Archives with programs 

Friday, April 17 at 7:30 p.m., Saturday, April 18 at 7:00 p.m., and Sunday, April 19 at 10:00 a.m. 
Commemorate Yom HaZikaron (israel's Memorial Day) and Celebrate Yom HaAtzmaut (israel's independence Day) with a

concert at Temple Emanuel of the Pascack Valley in Woodcliff Lake, nJ on Wednesday, April 22 beginning at 7 p.m.
See what our members can do! at BHSS Got Talent! on Sunday, April 26 beginning at 2 p.m.
Learn Hebrew with Rabbi Mosbacher in his Hebrew 101 class on Sundays from 1 to 2 p.m. - 

April 26, May 10, May 17, May 31, June 7, and June 14
Hear from the author of "The Oys and Joys of Being a Parent or Grandparent of a Child in an Interfaith Relationship"

in a program sponsored by the Library and Outreach committees on Tuesday, April 28 beginning at 7:30 p.m.

Office Closes at 3 PM:
Friday, April 3
Office Closed:  
Friday, April 10

No School:
Sunday, April 5,
Monday, April 6, and 
Tuesday, April 7

Please note: There will be NO Friday
evening services, and no First Friday
dinner, on Friday, April 3, 2015 (the first
night of Passover). Enjoy your seder!


