written in 1927. He composed it as a
letter to a future generation. It begins
"People ask me why I am a Jew. It is you
that I want to answer, my little unborn
grandson. When will you be old enough to
listen to me? My elder son is 19, the
younger 14. When will you be born? ...
When will you read what I am writing? In
L-...o_ _ _ __
1950 or thereabouts? In 1960? Will anybody be reading in 1960? What will the
kan Tefi/ah, on page 203.
world look like
It was penned by Edmond Fleg in
then? Will the ma1927. Fleg was a French poet and
chine have killed
~lGlIII""~ the soul? ...Will the
dramatist who grew up in a moderately observant family but as a
problems that trouyoung man abandoned Jewish pracble me today mean
tice and proclaimed himself agnos81t.:~~6~FA anything to you?
tic. In so doing he followed the path
Will there still be
of enlight~ned Jews throughout
Jews? I believe
Western Europe, who since the midthere will. They
dle 19th century converted to Christihave survived the
anity to escape the burden of their
Pharaohs, Nebuchadnezzar, Constantine,
Jewish birth. Edmond Fleg's life took Mohammed, the Inquisition and assimilaa different turn. Like another assimi- tion; they will know how to survive the
lated European Jew, Theodore Herzl, motorcar.
he witnessed the Dreyfuss affair, in
which a young French Jewish army
"But you - will you feel yourself a Jew, my
child? ....When I was twenty I... had no ...
officer was falsely accused of espiopart in [the people] Israel . 1was pernage. Fleg was appalled by the antisemitism he encountered in the, bas- suaded that [the Jews] would disappear,
tion of liberty, equality and
and that in twenty years ' t ime people
would no longer speak of them. Twenty
fraternity.
years have passed, and another twelve
He attended the third Zionist
and I have become a Jew again - so obviCongress in Basel, Switzerland. There
ously, that I am asked, 'Why are you a
he found himself entranced by the
Jew?' What has happened to me can hapcoming together of Jews from all over
pen to you, my child. If you believe that
the world - Russia and Persia and Pothe flame of Israel is extinguished in you,
land and Egypt and America - all of
watch and wait; one day, it will burn
them sharing the dream of return to the again. " So Edmond Fleg set out to tell
ancestral land. For the first time Edhis unborn grandchild why the Jewish
mond Fleg felt himself part of the Jewflame had come to life in him, and what
ish people, and he was powerfully afhe had come to treasure about being a
fected. Edmond Fleg returned to JudaJew. Here is the translation of the original
ism. For the rest of his life he devoted
text:
himself to
"I am a Jew because, born of Israel and
explaining how a French intellectual
having lost her,
could find beauty and meaning in being
I have felt her live aga in in me, more livJew. His most famous piece is called
ing than myself.
Pourquoisje suisjuif - Why I am a Jew," I am a Jew because, born of Israel and

As I shared with the

Congregation on Kol
Nidre, I was interested to discover
the origins of that
popular reading "I
am a Jew" which
appears in our new
prayer book Mish-

having regained her, I wish her to live
after me, more living than in myself.
I am a Jew because the faith of Israel
demands of me no abdication of the
mind.
I am a Jew because the faith of Israel
requires of me all the devotion of my
heart.
I am a Jew because in every place where
suffering weeps, the Jew weeps.
I am a Jew because at every time when
despair cries out, the Jew hopes.
I am a Jew because the word of Israel is
the oldest and the newest.
I am a Jew because the promise of Israel
if the universal promise.
I am a Jew because, for Israel, the world
is not yet completed; men are completing
it.
I am a Jew because, above the nations
and Israel, Israel places man and his
Unity.
I am a Jew because above man, image of
the divine Unity, Israel places the divine
Unity, and its divinity."
Fleg concludes: "Will you take it from me,
my child? Will you hand it on? Perhaps
you will wish to
abandon it. If so,
let it be for a
greater truth, if
there is one. I
shall not blame
you . It will be my
fault; I shall have failed to hand it on as I
have received it. But, whether you abandon it or whether you follow it, Israel will
journeY on to the end of days."
We have reached the year 2010, and still
Fleg's sentiments ring true to the modern
Jew. May we use 5771 to hand on our
amazing heritage to our children and
grandchildren!
Shalom,

~

rJ1; Ck.,,;,../

Yahrzeits

Contri butions
Education Fund
supports the Religious School programming

Sarah Goldstein (9/29)
Sarah Silverman (09/30)
Martin J. Dicker (10/1)
William DeShurko, Sr. (10/2)
Lou Droz (10/2)
Morton Gross (10/2)
Mildred Sanderson (10/2)
John Leo Dobbs (10/3)
Sarah Karp (10/3)
Aliya Rachel Lindsay (10/3)
Allen Blodgett(10/4)
Rose Libby Klein (10/4)
Allan Schulman (10/4)
Sonya Fastoff Schwartz
Adam Solganik (10/5)

Oct. 8
Rosalyn Karp (10/6)
Frank Clair (10/7)
Philip Holstine (10/8)
Alma Slotkin (10/9)
Eugene Weiss (10/9)
John Legner (10/,10)
Mary Louise Dreety (10/11)
Daniel Leary (10/11)

Oct. 15
James Hand (10/13)
Elaine London (10/13)
Ruth Wise (10/13)
William Feitelberg (10/14)
William Gurian (10/14)
Herbert M. Besser (10/15)
Bernard Johnpoll (10/15)
Helene Sureck (10/15)
Leroy Bloomberg (10/16)
Sylvia Finkelstein (10/18)
Zelda Kleinman (10/18)
Sol Scott (10/18)

Oct. 22
Jacquelin Reames (10/21)
Alexander Charles Scott (10/21)
Eugene Harris (10/22)
Mary Feitelberg (10/23)
Salha Hakim (10/25)
Rosalind Eno Milman (10/26)

Oct. 29
Irene Finegold (10/29)
Ida D. Jaffa (11/1)
Jean Levi (11/1)
Yetta Orlinsky (11/2)

In honor of the birth of Jeanne Nathan's
grandson, Max Jonah
Ellen Lauber
General Fund
supports the daily operations of the Temple

In memory of Harvey Elenko
Ira Segalewitz
In memory of Irwin Dumtschin's mother
Edna Dumtschin
'
Lorraine Fortner
Bev and Jay Gutmann
Jane and Gary Hochstein
In memory of Phyllis Royce's mother, Irma
Elinson
Jeanne Nathan
In Yahrzeit memory of Mona Briskin
The Briskin Family
In honor ofTemple Beth Or
Beth Taylor
In honor of the engagement of Josh
Steinharter to Meghan O'Connor
Muff and Alan Steinharter
In honor of the High Holiday services
Sara Horwitz
In honor of the High Holidays
Ellen and Wayne Novick
In honor of a speedy recovery of Don
Weckstein
In honor of a speedy recovery of
Dr. Michael Cook
Mary and Gary Youra
In appreciation of the High Holy Days
Carin Solganik
Asst. Rabbi's Discretionary Fund
used at the Asst. Rabbi's Discretion

In honor of the marriage of Elizabeth
Flisser to Adam Rosman
Miriam and Harvey Flisser
Rabbi's Discretionary Fund
used at the Rabbi'S Discretion

In honor of the birth of Jeanne Nathan's
grandson, Max
Judy Schwartzman
In appreciation of the High Holy Days
Sally and Richard Friedman
Paula and Lee Manders
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The Margolis family has established
The Hanukkah a restricted fund, The Abe and
Bazaar will be Sterling Margolis Humanitarian F~.nd,
to aid needy Temple Beth Or families
on Sunday,
for any of the following special
Connie Bank, Stan Karp, Barb
November 14
needs:
Cantwell, Karen Bressler, Mari Lou
from 9:30 a.m.
Moore, Becky Guttstein, Johanna
until 2:00 pm.
. . .~>rJlio!l.
1. Medical help for individuals who
Smith, Wendy Rachlin, Frayda Beloff,
It will continue
cannot
afford it.
Maxine Hoffman, Laurie Friedman,
on Wednes2. Tuition help for students in need.
Annie Self, Miriam De La Cruz, Dena day, November 17 from 4:30 p.m.
3.
Holiday meals on an annual basis.
Briskin, Helen Cohen, Ann Lehrner,
until 7:30 p.m. We are in need of
Ann Marx, Shara Taylor, Barbara
volunteers and vendors. Vendors
Gerla, Jewel Safferman, Karen Swill- pay a small percentage of their sales Submit your application to the Temple Office. Applications will be
inger, Beverly Farnbacher, Caryl
for a table at the Bazaar. If you are
approved
by both Temple Beth Or
Segalewitz, Caryl Weckstin, Marni
interested in volunteering or vending,
and The Abe and Sterling Margolis
Flagel, Shelley Miller, Jane
please call
Foundation. For additional informaHochstein, Helene Adler, Bonnie Getion or questions, contact Robert
wertz, Ellen Lauber, Arlene Graham, Barbara Gerla.
Heuman,Temple Beth Or Treasurer,
Jan Sherman, Jan Maharam,
866-6643.
and Jane Briskin.

Thanks to all the bakers for
the Oneg on Rosh Hashanah.

On the Sabbath before Veteran's Oay we honor those who CQntribute to
this nation by oommittiAg emsel-ves and theitfamilies and Often riSt< Weir Jives and
health to serve in America's armed-forces. We think of tRem anc:ttheir contribution to
our well being, and for the"new generation of SOldiers' safety and SlitcesS.

Thanks to the dedication of many volunteers, the new TBO Athletic Arena is ready for the opening of religious
school. The kids will be able to play on a two-tower multi-level playground surrounded by rubber mulch, located in
the courtyard between the gift shop and the new social hall. They will also enjoy playing the game of Israeli
dodgeball known as Ga-Ga, which is popular among many kids who have attended Jewish summer camp. All of
the dedicated workers of this project are to be commended. They include:
Ethan Bean
Tom Berkemeier
David Burstein
Glen Cebulash
Dave Char
Deb Char
Victor De La Cruz
Matthew Diamond
Larry Frank
Mark Gruenberg
Jay Holland
Bob Heuman
Daniel Kahn
Gina Kahn
Neil Kahn
Sam Kahn

Corky Katz
Jereme Kuperman
Matt Lindsay
Dave London
Jeff Miller
Mitch Ostrow
Walter Pupko
Caryl Segalewitz
Ira Segalewitz
Joshua Segalewitz
Pamela Segalewitz
Scott Segalewitz
Dan Weiner
Ed Wolf

There are still a few items remaining to
complete in the TBO Athletic Arena including installation of the two half-court basketball courts, painting ground-games including hopscotch and four-square, and marking off the TBO %-mile walking path.
All of the playground items are funded
through the generous donation of the
5771 (2010-11) B'nai Mitzvah class.

I
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Dear Ma and Temple Family,
I cannot believe that I've been in the Holy Land for one year. Time sure flies!
When the Temple Beth Or group was in Jerusalem we were amazed at how
ripped up certain parts of Jerusalem seemed. That is because of the ongoing construction on their Light Rail System throughout the city. The project
was dreamed up in the 1990's as a way to provide faster and less polluting
public transportation through the heart of the city as well to decrease Jerusalem's ever growing traffic problems.
Construction of the first line began in April of 2006 and is scheduled to
open next spring. Line 1 will have 23 stations and will link the north-eastern neighborhoods to the
south-western neighborhoods through the city center. It will run through Jaffa Road and by the Old City,
and will also go all the way to Mount Herzl.
A special bridge, called the Chords Bridge was created in the
south west entrance to the city near the Central Egged Bus Terminal. It will carry both train and pedestrian traffic from outlying neighborhoods. It is 119 meters high and has 66 steel cables, making it the tallest structure in Jerusalem. It is supposed
to look like David's harp.
However, the project has been controversial because neighborhoods like French Hill and Pisgat Ze'ev are linked to the system.
These residential neighborhoods were won by Israel in the SixDay War. Some people therefore call these neighborhoods
"settlements" because they were not part of Israel's pre- 1967
borders.
During the building the remains of an ancient Roman-Jewish settlement were discovered. The settlement was described as a
"sophisticated community impeccably planned by the Roman authorities, with orderly rows of houses and two fine public bathhouses to the
north!" The plan is to have 8 rapid transit lines around the city. For
those who have complained at how long the construction is inconveniencing them (the entire work isn't to be complete until 2015 or 2016,
officials say "A few years of discomfort are worth it. What are three or
four years compared to 3,000 years? It is nothing.
So next time you visit, maybe you'll be able to use the Rapid Transit. I can't wait.

*(Flat Matt is a laminated picture of one of Temple Beth Or's Bar Mitzvah students. When our Temple
group traveled to Israel we took the picture with us. However, Flat Matt's picture was left behind. Now
he writes us of his adventures every month. Make sure and find Flat Matt in his pictures sent from
Israel.)
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LATIN INSTRUCTION AND DANCE. NI6HT
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C~~~O~45459
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Saturday October 23, 2010
7:30 PM - 10:30 PM
KIRA'S OASIS Studio and Hall
590 Congress Park Drive
Centerville, Ohio
for ctddM:'~ lNl(or~LOnt contact"
MCf.,Y~439-4545 or JfM'te/436-9531
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David Char has Retinitis Pigmentosa, a degenerative eye disease. As his eyesight
rapidly deteriorated, he sought assistance from the non-profit guide dog school,
Guiding Eyes for the Blind in Yorktown Heights, NY. After months of training and
testing and the only one in his litter to make the grade, Hershey, a Labrador Retriever, was paired with David Char and a deep and incredible bond was
forged. "He is my eyes, my buddy and my companion. My life is in his hands,"
David remarks sincerely, as Hershey snoozes close by, aware of where and what
David is doing.
Temple congregants may notice Hershey at Temple and David wants people to understand that when Hershey is in his harness, he is a working dog and should not
be distracted or petted. Training was extremely thorough and expensive and Guiding Eyes for the Blind operates solely on private donations. By raising public
awareness of guide dogs, David hopes to help the organization raise funds so that
they can continue to assist others. He encourages you to go to guidingeyes.org for
more information.
Hershey, two years old, joins Candy, the Char's 10-year-old blind Malti-Poo, who also has a degenerative eye
disease. At first rattled by this energetic Lab, Candy now listens and follows Hershey around and this exceptional dog is now a guide for both master and dog.
David and Deborah own the Oakwood Massage Clinic in Centerville and everyday Hershey goes to work with
David. Through various promotions, the Clinic helps to raise funds for Guiding Eyes and" ... in a sense," David
explains, "I want to pay them back for what they've given me and others."
The Chars have two children, Jonathan, 19 and Benjamin, 6. Benjamin considers Hershey a new playmate
and both Jonathon and Benjamin adore this devoted dog. David pauses thoughtfully, "I know that Hershey
and I were meant to be together, just as Deborah and I were meant to be together." And at that moment, Hershey gives a heartfelt sigh, as if to give an animal Amen to David's words.
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Friday, October 1, 7:30 p.m. Join us for Simchat Torah and Consecration as we welcome our newest students into a life of study and Torah. May their learning be sweet! Our Oneg Shabbat will be hosted
by parents of our Kindergarten Class of Religious School.

Sunday, October 3, at 12:15 p.m. We will have our annual Pet Blessing in honor of the coming week's
Torah portion Noah.

Friday, October 8, 7:30 p.m. our service will NOT be a children's service. Our Oneg Shabbat will be
hosted by Wendy Rachlin, Roger Pankake, Sandy and Bob Lachman.

Saturday, October 9, 8:30 - 9:30 a.m. our first TORAH-TOTS will be hosted by Benjamin Char. Rabbi
Chessin will lead an interactive service filled with song, stories, dancing around the bima and a Torah
reading and skit We will tear apart a specially themed Noah's ark Challah for the torah portion.
Please bring a stuffed animal What a great way to start off our Sabbath morning for all of us.

Friday, October 15.we will host our First Synaplex. The Pre-Oneg Reception begins at 6:3OIp.m. hosted
by Sue Nelson and Rachel and Heath Gilbert in honor of Ron Nelson's 70th birthday then our ;3
separate services will begin at 7:30. Choose from among the following: "Abraham's Journey and
Ours: A service of art, music, midrash and poetit: exploratiOns of Abraham's epic journey." Inctuded
will be an exploration of the Sabbath torah portion Lech Lecha with Rabbi Chessin; "A journey to the
center to Shabbat a service rJ meditation and reflective prayer" with Rabbi Burstein; and a service
featuring the music of Debbie Friedman, composer of such contemporary classics as MI Shebelrach,
Thou Shalt Love, L'ChI Lach (based on the parasha Lech L'Cha), Miriam's Song, and other favonites with Cantor Dumtschin and the choir. All three services will conclude together in Levin Hall fpr
Kaddish and Kiddush.

Friday October 22 For our youngest members, we are adding a Friday night "MINI-MINYAN" which will
blend the traditional aspects of Kabbalat Shabbat (welcoming the Sabbath) with song, dance, games
and storytelling. Since Mini-Minyan will be conducted 5:30 - 6:30 p.m., then stay for our Pot Luck
Shabbat Festive meal. A - H bring a salad or green vegetable; I-R bring a dessert; S-Z bring a main
dish. Remember each dish should feed 10-12 people. Our Pot-luck dinner wiN be followed by our
7:30 p.m. Sabbath service for those who have not participated in Mint-Minyan.

Friday, October 29
Our 7:30 p.m. Shabbat service features our Groyser Tummel Band. We are always on the lookout for
new talent Our rehearsals will be Tuesdays, Oct. 12 and 19 at 7:30 p.m. We currently have people
playing keyboards, gUitar, alto sax, accordion, electric bass, and drums. If you play an instrument
and like to get involved, please contact Cantor Dumtschin at 435-3400 or
cantordumtschin@temo!ebethor.com

Tanach Study
Come meet with adutts as we continue our 16-year journey navigating the Bible verse by
verse. It is always a fascinating discussion and no prior experience is necessary. We are
currently exploring the historical book of II Kin~, and it is simply fascinating to learn the
history of the Kingdom of Israen Please join us for a potluck breakfast and learning In levin
~ Hall. Gather your breakfast at 10:30 a.m., and text study wiH commence at 11:00 - 12:30
on Sunday, October 10 and 24, November 7 and 21, December 12, 2010.

OCTOBER 3, 10:00 A.M.
"Jews in Schools". Parent Havurah: Lisa Harlan, a parent with a decade of experience of
I I enriching classrooms with "jewish knowledge" will join us for this event We are getting t<r
11 gether and having a round table discussion on how to best pave the way for Jewish children who attend secular schools. How do we introduce teachers, classrooms, administrations to what they need to know about 'thin~ Jewish'. i.e. Jewish holidays, life ~ events,
temple life, etc. What has worked for you and your child? With what you do you stUI strug
gJe? By sharing our questiOns and our answers we will be a source of strength to one
another and our children. We invite interested parents from all of Dayton's synagogues.

OCTOBER 17, 10:00 A.M.
The Mitzvah of Thoughtful Planning. "No matter what your age, nfls IS FOR
YOU. " Whether you have toddlers or are on Medicare, you do need to make financial
plans aoo you do need a will. Bring your questions and benefit from the over fifty yeaIS of
experieooe of Gary Holstine, Financial Advisor with Wells Fargo LLC and Jim Jacobson,
Estate Attorney with PicKrel, Schaeffer, and Ebeling.

OCTOBER 31, 10:00 A.M.
Coping with Bullies, Mean Girls, and Other Peer Pro~ms: Parent Havurah. Parents will
have a Q and A session with Dr. Melissa Guadalupe, Clinical PsycholOgist.

OCTOBER 31, 10:30 A.M. TEMPLE BETH OR BIG READ: We will be discussing "The Faith
Club, " by Ranya Idliby, Suzanne Oliver, and Priscilla Warner. The book is: ftA Muslim, a
Christian, and a Jew - Three Women Search for Understanding." This book is a bold and
honest account of a path to friendship and deepened personal faith .. Come and bring an
interested friend. (note time is really 10:30)
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

~o~e".tio"

I :ike
with the ".,.ao
10am

I Service 7:30 pm
3 Sunday School
Preschool- 12th 9:30
Adult Ed 10 am
Pet Blessing
12:15 pm
Adult Hebrew 1 pm

5

10

11

Sunday School K-12
Tanach Study 10:30
Adult Hebrew 1 pm

Religious Comm Mtg
7:30 pm

17
ReI. School -Pre
school-12th 9:30 am
Adult Ed 10 am
Tanach Study 10:30
Adult Hebrew 1 pm
24
Sunday School
K-12 9:30 am
Tanach Study 10:30
Adult Hebrew 1 pm
31
Sunday School
K-12 9:30 am
Adult Ed 10 am
Adult Hebrew 1 pm

1 18

5

12

13

I

I

17

18

Shabbat Service
7:30 pm
14

B'nai Mitzvah Camp
4:30 pm
Basic Judaism 7 pm
19

20

26

27
B'nai Mitzvah Camp
4:30 pm
Basic Judaism 7 pm

19

I Torah Tots
8:30-9:30 am

15

16

Preneg 6:30 pm
Synaplex Service
7:30 pm

Shabbat Service
10am

21

1 23
Shabbat Service
10am
Mini Minyan 5:30 pm
Party Time Dance
Potluck Dinner 6:30
Party (see enclosed
flyer)
Service 7:30 pm
7:30 pm

28

29

B'nai Mitzvah Camp
4:30 pm
Basic Judaism 7 pm

Board Meeting
7:30 pm
25

6
B'nai Mitzvah Camp
4:30 pm
Basic Judaism 7 pm
Men's Circle atTBO
7 pm

22

Band Shabbat Service
7:30 pm

30

I Shabbat Service
10 am
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