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A Voice from the Grave 
Simon Wolf Submits Letter ·Written by CoJooel Spiqel 

Patrioti:1m of the Jew 

, W.a.■ UISOTON , D. c., Au1n1at lOlb, 1908. wblcb placed me ID the COIDID&ll.d of 
Tu cite Edilor o ·m11 ll 'riOl Nt:VM. nearly 100. u Sood a Nt of mea u ever 

; la lookla& over my papen I found lived. wh<>N very Jlf• aDd C&Na: an 
. arnoaa oU1era, a lettt-r from Marcua M.. frNly pvu to pleue ud obQ' me. ·'J'JaJa I 
I Sa•l•&•I. 11·bo at the tlrue or the wrltfn1 may .. - like boull11s, but rou Juaoy 
or th!' l<.'tter v.-aa mlonel or lbe 120th me •Dd I can talk plain to you. 

0 \ . 1 d b ·n lhe campaf'"' Havlna the c,onftdenc1 &Dd love of IDJ I I hlo O unU!en;, an W O I - 1 • •• 
alioul ~·hfrh b e ,,,1,.,""" to be at hand, : oll1·er• and men and the r .. pect and Sood · 

, lo11t bla life. a mut~ r to the Union cause. will or m)' supPrlor omcera, and belq_ 
Th I ll peak f It If r JI r that eapaed ID the ~Obie cauae of &&vial tlu! 

• e er • 11 or ae ' u O 1lorloua la11d of my adoption from tu 
eulbualum and fearl t>1111neu wblcb_ cbar• ,.,i. uplratlona of tralton and ..,0 .,.. • 

•cteriae . the man and the aoldler, &114 tbu tb t; aiuf •. laol4l.q' __ ·hOD~· 
wh~._.h• aaya, ,;-nie next time, we will i'poajuoa:f Yb&t mora lllJ' 4..,. frleD4. 
fake v lcluiburc, he prophealed accurately. Id 

1 1 ? 1 th d 1 b th S 4 1 r.ou c,ea re ■ ere a prou ar epq_ 
for th.- moDt • after, e tare &D j tbat I ilitrht lea Te Dl7 chJldru. ' tJaaa 
Stripes did float over the batUemeou o( ha .1 ....,.., faithf 1 141 1D tu 
Vlck■bu,c. • I l DC ..-- a u IO er 

• arm:, ol-ftbe UDIOD. Yet I wlah thla WU 
~.. I deem lt a 1~eat legacy to trad11mlt were 0 • .,., an4,.i could retire to IDJ ~ 
!'° future 1eneraUoua the feellllll that loved fawallJ ud · quiet bome, but at tu 
· actuated an American citlHD of Jewlah . ■ama lice much u I desire thla, I do 
faith, who left bl■ dear ouu at the ,call not ,rut the war to clou uolll thf 
of bla country, •11~ died lo defenae of It. aupremac, of our good roverament la 
Many of the relative■ of Col. Spiegel, fully establl■bed, tbe UDIOD '\lreaer,ed, 
notably (of them) hl1 brother Joseph, and the rebels made to acknowled1e Ua&t L' 

reside■ l11 Chicago, and wlll 110 doubt be ~-• have a noble and mapUlceot covera,, . 
1,1leaHd to hear thla voice from the meat to live under 1D peace; but too 
arave. Powerful to rebel acalnat; neither do I · · 

The Order of B'nal B'rltb, wblab at&Dda wan& to; b8U' . of peace uaUl thOM WU _. 
"for all Uaat me&Da patrlotlam, C&D do DO ban aor mallcloualy attacked the Stare. I 
· better work than to e111tone the loft)' . ut atrfpea, !rat declan their' wUUas- • 
: alld lo)'&l ■entlmenta of the wrltv. .And Dtlll i. , reU'~ thelr .t.epa, l&J dOWIJ : r 
tbe younc mall In American l■rael ousbt tlaetr ..,.._ ulalowledp the 811.PtelDMIJ ,· I , 
to 'be ■tlmulated to the .hllh..t depee of th• pvet11meat. · ·· · ' • 
b)' kllOWIDC that one of tbelr O'Wll ~ iT" know \IDdouhtedlJ that ... , NP' -~, , 
_rellctoulatl la lnacrlbtid 011 the deatbleu meot -,,~ both In th• battle ot VloUo ·• I 

• roll of fame, ID all.I ot the prue"atlOA J,ur1, a.Del at Ark&nllU Poet. &D4 • .r , 
and perpetuation or Amerlc:&11 Jaatltll" q~&ell ,1&.lelf with bo-r 1D either, la · , 
UoD~ ~ wier we &H hl&hlJ compllmuat.e4 

1 

VWJ ■111cer.a,, w 0-. MeOlemaDcl by maklDI tile . 
S1.11oa WCIILI', ~ • tJa• J'ort, and tint plu~ 

\H!'n4quartwa -120th o. v. a.. CaD:111 U... P4• &»4 Strlpee t>D the rebel b:ltt~~'" l 
· McOlemud, Mllllkcoa Bend. -1- I 

· Marcb zo, 116a. TIie oClcera ot the r-,tment have tor-
My Dear Cou■ln Slmoa: warded • peUUon to the 0o .. r11or oC 
· I have Ju■t returned from a ,rer:, p1... OIi.io. to Jaa•• me Pl'ODM>t.d ColOJMI, 
ant batalllon drill 111 wblcb I put my wblcll wu udoned Ill the moat com- I 
reclmellt throuch the dUrernt evolu· pllm&Dt&r'J 'term■ by Brl1, Oen. Vaa 
lion■ of the lleld and having opened my D11ver ud Oaterbouae, and by MAJ, Qea.; 

• tent la order to s lve the wind an op- McClelll&IUl. ·,rblcb, 1f You Her come t.o 
portunlty to cool m)· little. home aud Columhua. I want :rou to -· I k11ow 
make the opprNalve heat more consenlal, It wW do ,Jou Sood, It la not •ver:, da, 
I ronclude to do what l should have done omcera pt ■ucb recommendattone. We 
•~ qo, wrlte to one of. my bet1t trlenda. npect active operatloua aooa. •• are DOY 

A week &Co I received a letter from ordered to keep ouraelv• ID readlll .. to 
our mutual friend, Mo»ea, with your ad- march at a momenta notice, I tblllk It 
dre.._ Sloca Uiat lime 1 have J)eeD Y&Dt· nu!ana up to Yuoo. The health and ■plrt& 
In,: to write dall:,. or the troopa are datl:, lmpro't'1DI, thQ' 

You ... I am allll a soldier aad I mu•t be,tln to ahow &llrflli ot eacena... tor 
Ii&)' I like my profe■alon. If It were not another chance at old Vlck■burc, the 
for WJ dear little f&mll)' J 1bould not uk out time we wlll take IL 
'nr a nicer or more 1111,;reeable ■ltuatlon : Very al~elJ, 
and • ·by aot! t.ly colonel bu rul,rned M. II. 8P1&0a.. 
a D1011tb, and tpr1 more thin two montba Lt. Col. ll!Otla Ohio. 
prior to Illa realcbatlon be wu unable, 9th Div. 11th Army Cori,a, Dept. of Tenn,. 
Crom ■lcku~. t • l •W , 11!111 d the regiment, 'before Vlck.l~urg. 
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A Voice from the Grave 

Simon Wolf Submits Letter Written by Colonel Spiegel 

Patriotism of the Jew 

Washington. D. C., August 10th, 1908. 

To the Editor B’nai B’rith News. 

In looking over my papers I found among others, a letter 

from Marcus M. Spiegel, who at the time of the writing of the 

letter was colonel of the 120th Ohio Volunteers, and who in the 

campaign about which he speaks to be at hand, lost his life, a 

martyr to the Union cause. The letter speaks for itself, full of 

that enthusiasm and fearlessness which characterize the man and 

the soldier; and when he says, “The next time, we will take 

Vicksburg,” he prophesied accurately, for three months after, 

the Stars and stripes did float over the battlements of 

Vicksburg. 

 I deem it a great legacy to transmit to future generations 

the feelings that actuated an American citizen of Jewish faith, 

who left his dear ones at the call of his country, and died in 

defense of it. Many of the relatives of Col. Spiegel, notably 

(of them) his brother Joseph, resides in Chicago, and will no 

doubt be pleased to hear this voice from the grave. 

veer r my paperss II fofounu d among g ototh

ieegell, whwhoo atat tthehe ttimimee ofof tthe w

l off tht e e 12200th OOhihioo VoVoluuntnteeeerss, 

icch he spspeeaksks ttoo bee aatt hahand, lo

on n causse.e. TThehe lletetteterr spspeaeaks ffor

nd fearleessssnenessss wwhihichh ccharactcter

when hehe says, ““TThe nextt ttimime, w

ophesied d acccuc ratelyly,, foforr three 

ipes did floaatt ovoverer the battlem



 The Order of B’nai B’rith, which stands for all that means 

patriotism, can do no better work than to endorse the lofty and 

loyal sentiments of the writer. And the young men in American 

Israel ought to be stimulated to the highest degree by knowing 

that one of their own coreligionists is inscribed on the 

deathless roll of fame, in aid of the preservation and 

perpetuation of American institutions. 

Very Sincerely, 

Simon Wolf 

Headquarters 120th O. V. S., Camp 

 McClemand, Millikens Bend 

March 20, 1863. 

My Dear Cousin Simon: 

 I have just returned from a very pleasant batallion drill 

in which I put my regiment through the different evolutions of 

the field and having opened my tent in order to give the wind an 

opportunity to cool my little home and make the oppressive heat 

more congenial, I concluded to do what I should have done long 

ago, write to one of my best friends. 
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A week ago I received a letter from our mutual friends, 

Moses, with your address. Since that time I have been wanting to 

write daily. 

You see I am still a soldier and I must say I like my 

profession. If it were not for my dear little family I should 

not ask for a nicer or more agreeable situation; and why not? My 

colonel has resigned a month, and for more than two months prior 

to his resignation he was unable, from sickness, to command the 

regiment, which placed me in the command of nearly 900, as good 

a set of men as ever lived, whose very life and cares are freely 

given to please and obey me. This may seem like boasting, but 

you know me and I can talk plain to you. 

Having the confidence and love of my officers and men and 

the respect and good will of my superior officers, and being 

engaged in the noble cause of saving the glorious land of my 

adoption from the vile aspirations of traitors and worse than 

that; and holding an honorable position, what more my dear 

friend, could I desire? Is there a prouder legacy that I might 

leave my children, than having been a faithful soldier in the 

army of the Union. Yet I wish this was were over, and I could 

retire to my beloved family and quiet home, but at the same time 

much as I desire this, I do not want the war to close until the 

supremacy of  our good government is fully established, the  
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veer lliiveded, whwhosose veverry llififee andd 

ndd obeyy me.e  Thiss maay ses eme likee

cac n tatalklk pplalainn tto o yoyou.u. 

onfif denccee annd d loloveve off mmy offici e

ood wwilill of my ssuperior ooffffiicer

ble cauusese oof f sasavivingng tthehe ggloriou

vile aspiratatioionsns ooff traitors a



Union preserved, and the rebels made to acknowledge that we have 

a noble and magnificent government to live under in peace, but 

too powerful to rebel against; neither do I want to hear of 

peace until those who have so maliciously attacked the Stars and 

Stripes, first declare their willingness to retrace their steps, 

lay down their arms, acknowledge the supremacy of the 

government. 

You know undoubtedly that my regiment was both in the 

battle of Vicksburg, and at Arkansas Post, and acquitted itself 

with honor in either, in the latter we are highly complimented 

by Gen McClemand by making the charge on the Fort, and first 

planting the Stars and Stripes on the rebel battlement. 

The officers of the regiment have forwarded a petition to 

the Governor of Ohio, to have me promoted Colonel, which was 

endorsed in the most complimentary terms by Brig. Gen. Van Dever 

and Osterhouse, and by Maj. Gen. McClemand, which, if you ever 

come to Columbus, I want you to see. I know it will do you good, 

it is not every day officers get such recommendations. We expect 

active operations soon, we are now ordered to keep ourselves in 

readiness to march at a moments notice, I think it means up to 

Yazoo. The health and spirit of the troops are daily improving, 

they begin to show signs of eagerness for another chance at old 

Vicksburg, the next time we will take it. 
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Very Sincerely, 

M. M. Spiegel, 

Lt. Col. 120th Ohio. 

9th Div. 18th Army Corps, Dept. of Tenn., before Vicksburg. 


