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. gmach tmdttzm "mpair"' ==3

in tha M of Yohudah Halevi, the fonmina dhlom hstwean

' tha m:- nns aﬂ tl:e mbbl who eomaxts him to Jtulnam, b ¥ qnﬁeds

“THE KINGs Dml it not impair yoar mnglaa hanafs when yu

bear that uthom have tmditions muoh clder tmn 3«1'99 Tho ln‘nam, for

.mtame. are aai.d te mw hu!.m:ga and entire cities that are m:ladn of

) thmaa:ﬂa of years old} .

- PHE msma It would, indced, impair nw tanef if theso tmditlm

-'"'5_';.:'-_\101'3 fourd in a mum or xn a bodk tmt 1s gemnuy delioved. Sackh, hwawm :

_- doos not. exlat..a

i I . . ! i

- Thls fmmnt of mther cryptic hmva_ mation suggests iha mﬁlf oﬂ

: thia mpor. which lss

1) To study the exteont and nature of nm-aewiah influences primaruy |
on the ethical ldeas ofthe Jowe f£rom the Patriarchal poricad (ea. aoeo-_-m)o- BOB)

“until the poricl of the rotwm from the Babylamlan Sile (ca. 445 BOE).

2) To mwat oo this lnfmﬁ.m affocts the attitude of tha mcﬁen

- Jdew toward tha Jemsh ﬁngl.m horitags.

The very stipulaticn of the above firet aim indimates m-,;eanon-éfssn‘e
mbbi'a amtanﬁm tha.t “tmﬂ!tim m¢ dﬂa!“' than hta deo nod '*axht“ mmr

if they do, to wbat axtent and how - win he

the concern ‘of the '_cl._'osl-ns part of this thosis.



a8 Ydymanie® or “momstive®”,

uuquq intoethleamba lam&onunm lovoles SSmwh

a mml or thaomlal sw &annng wl.th t.ha principles, nlna. aﬁ Meaa

reguniating am; or it my bo a etudy of appuod othios ’pamﬁu a achemo
of actiom applicable $o warims human relaticns, setting forth the rlghta and

. dutles invelwd in thsas relaticna. Both theso approaches may bo ¢cusldeed

he problem of ethics as Fflected in Jevish tmditica vill bs trsated
in thise paper cn a '@nrxpﬂw' lewl, a8 qpoaaﬂ t.0 the WW. This method

-galle for a Mtuhn mttn of the varions data mcoﬁlna tho aetuu

coninet of the J,n.'lnh paqla.

Boliglions oaueg finie the principles and aizs of 1ife in the teachings
of religion, and proseeds to develep therofran $he demands and duties which the
ligicus dovotes met fulfill. Jewlsh othics, therefors, 1s based an the
fandamentals mgpup*-m teachings of Judaism. To dotomine the na_t;'u; and
extont of foreign influences on Jewish moml 1deas, it will .sm}mfm'ie no0o8saYy
to 1imn ent tho mtmm faote of Jowiah yeligicms aawlmt.'uﬁ-ai' te
essentially the dovelopmont of the idea of Ged. | L

Thore are a mumber ur conflicting views as to how the idea of God doveloped

ameng the Jewlsh pe @le. The ma jor appraaches $ouard this problem can be

camarised as fdloiss '

| 1) Mencthelem, as we imoo it, 13 not tho oreatien of the amiant-t‘i-a_ndlu:
uho were eithsr polytheists (believers in magy gols) or mmahtm_:?:_.(&hothnlatn
believers in e god amomg mauy). Monokheism is & late dewolopment in Jevish
rligims life, daving emsrged during the poriod of the literayy prohets, ca.

the ninth ani eighth conturies. The provalemce of the monotheistic ldealn the



Bible is due to later adnm who projeotad the ‘ethical-universalistic sal ideas
of the literary prqﬂmu mto the dible mmuwm (2bis viem is ananuy

that of the moiern crittal sehools Wellhausen and othera).

2) Nonothelan was universal ameng the anoient Semites and the Babma wore

“¢mnamitters” of tMs goi-idea, not origimtors. (View of Evmeat Boman). ‘Within

this view, @ﬁarally propcanded by Oriettalists 61'. Assyrbologists, thamm are
wariant deliefss | e

- alﬁha Hobreus were monotheists eince the um of Abnlnn, hmr. their
moﬂmim was apprepﬂsted -fram the anolent mbylanm uvlnmum &'m Rema'

also apprquated the hm. anﬁ sociu-hgal aodu cf hlylm lhhh tho;r

;‘ incorpomted into thalom Tostament (horaaﬁor aritten “02"). (This is the

view of Delitsch and others).

)k Hebreus were moncthoitts sines the $ims of Meses, houqv@r.-"tlpir_

~ emoopt of a universal, ethical God they apprupmte&' fran tho dgyptiams during
‘ their gdmm in 3@9‘. The Hobrews® entire aoaimml-legl cdles wam auqulnd

fran the Egyptian genius. (ao holds Breasted ami othors).

S)Nenothelsm 18 the fruit of the ancient lsraclite genius as rewealed in the

_ Pemtateuch. The oancept of an ethical-universalistic Gol was regnant ammg the
‘ later literary prophets, but &8& thoy did not chape the anocient Israclite view.

- In additien, the swl.o-mcnéui-'legal odles wsxé not apprdprlated m awmalﬂc

group or culture, but werc developed imdependently £ron an ancisnt lsgal tradition
upan which most of the 'ami.ant oivilizations drew. (This is a most réoém view

developed by Eaufman)e

Within the framcwork of Jevwish roligicus development which we nGR Bioteh, we .

“shall allude to i_hepe varioas views caly in so firas they appear to_"élb_d light



. — .‘..

@ the ml:lglena and mo:al 1deas of the nebma. ‘It 16 inpossible uithin
tm l:lmited omas of thla mpor to argue tha mrlms mrlte orﬂmrita
of thaae omﬂiaung prwoattlm. and the attenﬂant problana of ntamw
 “eriticien of the O Suffice it to say that for pumpeses of ofmtimity

\!B mn folloa the historic pattern catlined in the bidle narnuvaa. sn

o .-:hogl.nnlng thenfm with the first prominent m Maturlo ﬂma,

" Abmbhan am the Patriarchs.
| I - THE PATEIARCHS: 2000 = 1700 ECE.

| - Aocc:dlns to the. mhlo. which 1s the only extant contemporaxy ﬁmqﬁr_d of
 sbrabam, tlhe -nr‘ét-pae_ria-i-oh:ana.Ma,mw;mmta@-ﬁm;m of the (haldees
"toHaran, a chief tm-'in-ﬂmm Esscpotamia. Abrabam and hisfaix family
Ionk:ad npen Earan as thalr hmhnﬂ even a.ftar mm maOMng Galmall- (Gan 24)
- (Tha namaanmu ln tha fcm ofamm anmi JAGOB-— in the !om of
' JAGGB-H. - a¥e Mnm a8 paraml names among the amoriges, &mi.tu
invaders fram tho Arabhn desert who botween aooo and 1760 BGR ﬂocﬂeﬂ tha
whole Fortile emaoans. runns tho mln citiaa frm_&rlaa-,to &bwlm._ It has
2 been auggested that the journey of Abmbam was directly or l-ui;mn_télg__o\mn;d
with the Amorite movemsnt). ' oy v
in ll_.ght of the #ind ings. of the archiws of a later Horth Bﬂwmﬂl
oity, mamed Bazi (ca. 1400 BOB), myy of the lavws, practices amd tndltlona. as
m&dﬁad in the bl.hlo,axa geen in clearer perspective. -ehsﬂ_mttogn records
are paralleled by the Gemesis acocamts of the antédiluvian pericl, ospecially
" regarding the folloning tmditicass ' ' 3 e
1)Thoroughly muo tmdlt 1m of the oreation stay
al!m:; of the abeernnoe nf a seventh day, "mct unliks the Eebm

-Sabbath”




8)mfersnces to a sacred garden (the Garden of Bien) |
4)possible sinilarities hatweén the cheruble guarians of
| msm and the collmal of Bawunh _ “ . _ N
_simmm; botween the wmaia and the hlﬂldﬂan tmdtum nf
gl amm-an (m 10:8)
5 -'mxn Tower of mux (aan 11), probadly inspired by the nosk. fa.mona | |
bailding of Babylen, the temple6teser musd MPRMENANKI, ono of the .

wonders of ‘-t‘ﬁé_a.—nbient wowld. -

" 7ho essemtial cutline of thede biblical acacunts (which are thorely Mescpotamian
and which ‘resemblg Pothing in the igyptian or Camaanmite literatum) were brought
from tho homeland tn'Baa;n by the Eatriarahs themselvess

moﬂlng tb tho Fuzi documents, North Matan:la.n practices oF tna amnﬁ

Millenia influenced such Patriarchal lawe aoh piactices aes the dea.thhad )
blesstng or v111 of the Zatriarch (Gem 27), the glving of ocnoublmss for the

purpose of raiéing fanily Beirs, the heir-relaticonship botuesn abraham and-

Elieser, the relations betwesn Jacob and laban, the hitherto cbscure "tgmﬁhtn‘i!
(Gen 813 .19}, Eaan'a aalo of the birthright, etoe - Lo ; '

Procise kncaledge of tho mture of Abrabam's religion ia Gamsan 15 Lt

uzavailable./ Eut it is imosn tmat the mms of the patriarchal £am?n.g God
was ¥El Shaddai® (h 6:2: Gen 17:1) whloh h.n.s haen mistranslated as "ﬂd
Mm!lghts". In nmq, ”Mai" is a Maq;otmm voad meaning “Eho

Hountain Cna". This: waa $he name ut the "God of tm Pathers" um ths

mueasl.va @mmﬂ.m uf patriarcha delihmta]w :choss as thelir doity.



As recorded in the Bible, the relaticomship between the family ami its chose n
Gol was very close, sb-tﬁatt hplwas addressed as "father®, "brot-har"',- -W“. il
aml was aons‘i.dqm an actiﬁl- _mamtgr- of the group; Whe‘n_tmtiaa o_x"_'.-'m‘:mmats*won

made, he was the thixd party who sealed the agrgemsnt and saw it was kept (Gen 314

It is aignulmns to pol.nt mt that God aaambrcttm mrka

the ﬂlmt plnae of the dewlomsnt of the (}d nlea. '!hrunghm the smedllnvlan
and patrla:lnhal shorkes in the Bible, this Gal who l.a ganamn.v k.nm uw the
nams “Elchin”, makas his appearancs in huluy £ om (to Adnn. aatn. ths men ot
the tomer of Babel, Neah, Abme(hsl-m, I.d, Jaoob. ot0s)e 2o thoaa aoholara
holding the view that muanthe.ln waa devslqted ameng the patr!amhs, thia amept-
lom of a family Gol appeariug in bally mnmum 1s of emldo:abla e
lwertama in v!.eu of tha role it la oonsumd to phs in the- htavnngim

development of the Israelites.

From the alnevc br:.o! rooum of a.roheoloslaal ﬁunw and tho mtm view
of tm bible . nmtivea, ve are maﬂo aﬂan of aum of the mbalanian infhmma
m the early siaae o! Hebres :nallslm 1120. sam Auwﬂnloghta ammﬂ SEt
thslo uu‘lnems were mom profcind and sweeping than 1e mgganteﬂ. ham. B{Y I.a :
thair view (wo ahau -yofer to them by nams b?ﬁar) ﬂnt b earl;--hwlm '
| impressed upon the :atri.archal minds the anumhamptlm of Gd. 19@1 acdes,
ri taal pnotlcea. sto. _ |

-‘Eo mﬁarntm what sart of civilization the ?atri&vmha had cmna lnto cantact
with during their enrliaat Handerlngu. and to estiuate the validigy: d.’ ths
amnt (a;than_gh- nat to cunt_rovart iﬁﬁtm Asgyricloglists- mntlnmﬁ in thn
above: pamgmph,'w dall briefly catlinme the cultuml dovalamﬁ--u‘-*-tmn '
Batwlonl.m ﬂnrlng the moni mlllenium. Who were the Bmlanhm? mt was the

mtm» of their mnglm anﬁ moml nﬂa?




-.___..'? o

The Bahylonians - .ecmais.tt-ng n';niniy of Amﬂnans (Samlte-g_-fr.un .&mﬂa} and
Suwe rians (whose mo‘iai affinitiea ave unknown} = &eml.oéaa. as 4 pe:bplé hetuaenh
# 4500 = 4000 BGE. (The 2gayrians, who were mhﬂy Amuana. devazuped arouxd
2600 5CE; thes derived their oivilizatisn Zrom &mm, worshippsd hwzman
gdia, and lookad to Babylon as to a mother countly)-

_. lﬂl l.ta earl.y parloﬂ mwzm was dividad lnto a mmber of eity-atatea. each
: _wtth ite goﬂ or gods mah weYe worahlppsa as guard!.ana u! the. ata.te- mha mlsr of

“the atate was the chief prleat of tha oult. lrrla@ah. mngim maa ths patrcn

© . golg in Ez:ldn l.t was’ m; in . mppnr !.t was- Ennl or aalg 1n l’.'r it m Sin. Aa-tha___

eities mmd one a.mlnat snothar. e gol or another waa elavataﬁ te a'place

. abewe the rest, hut the origlnal worahip of tha local gd also nmumd. mm

e some of the local gods cams o bo worehipped far boyoni the confines of weirn '

m Iml atataa. acm of these gods cams to_beo Idenuﬂed with she haavanl,y

"I'-‘:'hﬁlﬁm Shmnh oiﬂ.wﬂa a8 & san Gﬁao as was ﬂ”m of I.am; m dﬂ'g&

[whema Ahm emigmtad tonaran} was 2 moon gu:‘l; Ishtary was :I.danilﬁai witn _
i tha planst vanns-- (}thar goda seem not to have boan locglized at w tinm Am,-
roraxmpia,mamgd. _ o RRCI :
_  Oat of the aonﬁ;atng muxpuw of goda ear)y emerged a tri.a.d wum mu
- thunght of a8 aharlng in the rule of the uniwrsa {Anm mled the alqc Ml.
the earth and the surrmnih:g atmosphara; B, mled thn aaters on and abowe
- the earth}. Phis triad was cmﬁered mmmm above ths laual gnﬂs, ani mnah
-~ of %he earl,y m1igi.on amd wtholo@ uentorad about t!mn. Later a a&am trhd
came into prcminence, $in the moon aod, ﬁmmah the sum god, and I.ahtar. oﬁaﬁmlﬁb
a oun goddess of fortility uwho became identified wish the plamr Yemuse

Shamsh, homever, far transcended his omracter as sun god anieam to bam
} Iﬂ-t'ﬂwtt of as supreme judge of the éo;m. "the gaide of the gods as'-'_ﬁé'xn_-aa'-"tne



Taler of men"s It vas from his amd that the great king Bamamrabi (m dated |
. Gae 1?0# BGE). vho for thﬂ' firet time u.nited all Bahylonis and Amsyria undor me x '-'?.'
mlo, is mpmaantad as mlving the ads of jaus Imown ae the Cale of

quu_nhl.- (Bds _a.mgad_inﬁnem on the Hehrew :_l_ag.l wdes will be diecussed),

mm the rxaa of- tbo e.lty of mbyxma under Bammradi as oapnal nr the .
| smt emplm, the lona.l gd Ham became tm graatest of the e,oda, ani m 80 .
omsidered durl.ng the miulor of Babylonian history. Hie ries, lang aftar the = .
uorahip of the othar gmt guh was well devalapadp mdo it naoeaaaq tc mmtﬂ

' mt the anoim mha aui £1t hin imto then in tha approprlate pzauea. -mzo

" sti%e. soness Baaluk ann auu. or m. of mpgur vere Mentifled. Elata of

ﬁmﬂa m&itlanahlpa wars worhd out by which m:duk was fitted inta tha aym ‘;;
,-__na heaa.m the am of &. tm gad of mters. bnt also of wlsim, anl 80 inhatitad
ol wieica. ‘Bam. siholars think tiat during tkei Jater or mo-mwlm =

. pari& a distinct mcmethaiatia troni i.w obeamblﬁ. with Mnluk in tha pasiuonaf
ths one empm gcd. (m.‘a 1 oontaated by Moore who aaserts that Mnk
mpnsented the entire pa_nt_haw, and that domn to tl;e di.aappaa._n‘a.m?-__l_o{ the

empire, Babylonian worship continued to be tna:'_of a "luxariant pelwz_m_mﬂl._ _

e nl.ght now brleny refer to the ransi.m of Aavrm whlnh.. aa was mhﬂ
2 'herom, ma mrs al.milar to t!nt of the Ba!wlmhna. The ch.lez goﬂ. cf tha .
Mqrﬁana was Aamr. the leocal goé of the oit.y anm. shioh gewa l.tn m

" %o the empire which later pxa;ad such & vital role in the Mstery o£ Iaml. 5
Associated wtth anmr uere other pmoml gude, amms them ﬁmsh. tha sun.
ged, ﬁho bbre thore, as 1n abylonia, the . uln*a.atar of Judge ami. v:nllaator of
the right Wy pnnlth_l-ng the foes of Al.a__grla. Even more important than SMmah.

however, was Ishtar, who tiore becams chiefly a godﬂeag of waw, nmgnr_,_t:_sof thg
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warli sssure lazy other gdls of Babylonla amd of tther surrouniing mations

are fem_ﬂ incorporated in the Asayrian panthsan, -aﬁpteﬁ in each aa_aq.-'to the

peculiarities of the peoples.

'Wo. mve élraadg iimtimed th® parallels in Bahylenian myt hnlog ap
the Gsmsla mmtives; i-e.. the  likenesses inm the. cmtim stoxy as found in the
. Bahylonia.n ﬂomosmlc Epie. and the flood s:tcwr ‘as found in tha Bumah &u. |
2he later eplo,as unoovered in the domta of Zimri-Lim, tlns or mn. revealed
widespread interest in divtnatlm and tox:::m taéhlinae% ’?hl:fd. m ﬁﬂl “L);
to pay less attention to the Man of a futute life in the mm: alll were
primarily interested im uvina thh 11fe as auoaeaaful]a au poaeihla. 'Bo o
80 thy deva:loped elabomts technigues for ptaromg the voil of ua futm, apd B8
Babilanian dhvtnera bagams S0 famous t!nt they were soon scattered thnughout
tks Fertile Gnmnt-. {mlaan. hired tw tha nng of Mcabd to m--iaml ia
cansidered a good example. Deutorm 1839 £f2 ma jater sternly prnhthl.ﬁ

these pmcumsjathmgh ﬂdivimn" are wtde]g lmom among tm Imsntoal. _

The gemotl_ou of divimtion was ome o.f‘ the mjor nm_ctlm q?-_t_;h;__’_
highly lorganized Badylenian pristhood vho carrisd out an involved ntmz.
TO'Wn the wﬁl of the gods a npao'tal priestly caate was tminad
to ammlm the antmua of ﬁaﬂ an&mlw:nterpmt astronomical pImm
(¢his praotice mrhd the" rise of aatrolugsr thmont the wwld}. alﬂ to mka

hwn the signlﬁeanna of varlm otbr portanta.

- a8 m;ntio_ned éh_ove-. the idea of tI» aftervorld uwas hariiy 'dé_vpl_oped;

-the barcafier was tho'nght of & diml. nolorleaa zégzm in which tlsm #as no
ethical distinotion wmtmver. While tisxe was no thought of maﬂ of wrm or .
| pmman: of evil in tho aﬂemlte, ‘the goda were, mevartheless, nmeﬂm

_as vequiring ritocusnesse They revarded szl puniehsd, but: ‘hﬂm m tle mortal
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mn.b! lide.
For a more datatled picture of the ethical consciousmess a.nll
practices of the mwlonlam w8 mat xmattgato the code of lawe 9!
Bammmrabdbl (who, recall, pictured himself roceiving his dootrims fram

also _ anrvlﬂng 19@.1 and moral
the god, Sharmsh) azﬂ/ﬁJoth'e_r i mture (the Mari ﬁmna).

Piratly, ve learn from ﬂn:marlan lﬁcogm that in the m ‘Samerisna -
mnds ethbeal conluct was assoolated with won-beug. and in the amamn '
-thonght scheme, ethlcal ocnﬂ.nct a8 assmhm *ul.th atulshtmaa mﬂ
uprightnsss. _ . *
= . In tha eyes of Babylonian law the mﬁmthor than. the Mvﬁml,
-wa.a. fran somo pointa of view, the ethical unit. (Case of family law-snit

: during reign of _nab.o_uidos.'t__aa;;e Smeath pp79}. Iniividual mmm&uuy-..:a ﬁ'l'ao'
‘seen 1§ the Hammmbdl lavs shich level certain cbligations on the hﬁlvﬂhﬁl
adulteress, adultaisc. the falss witnass, the thlet, the m:i-':.—, atc. |

A high standax® of paraoml mormality is mm up in at lmntatim taxt

recited by a person when e appears before a gd or goddess; ‘in tm text
mo:na upon tha mzﬂdual obedmme to the govermmen$, hmsty betmn mo
and mn, a olcan social lifs, homosty u mnlmsa-mramr. mOYAY to--tho
unfortunate am the poaaaas!.on of a true azﬁ 1@1 boart. Mere np-iwmsty
ix @dspised and oommsd {These were ideals, al.muar to the 1@1& in
yost mliglona ntemttu'a, ard it appears that umm instancee they ‘ﬂal].
before the expediencies of the mrxmme). | |

| In the eoclal momlity of the Datylemians, ae cbsarved in thed ma
and institutions, we a@ln_ fird the dami'l_y at the center of the aoes.q; -‘-'
straotures While in A-sﬁgm the wide waa-'dbh'si&e‘_:éd; the poauasion&#‘ her

_hmsband and subject to violenmt puniehnente (if sho coumitted a fault-ihe



= n ‘

hnsbanﬂamld cut off h:fr noge or aars, or_.av}'en'put mr to deathi, in
Batylenia the hueband had no such absolute ‘poser over his wife, pet sho -
was by no means his squal. (She mmst 'm‘abaaMtely leyal to mrital @ilgtlm;
.ho' amlﬂ te lax; ha ccnm-divom hia 'ialte at utll,.nhuo'amii mmst 'lm.‘-ergo
-.'_a onmplﬂ proeedura to grm her sase for divom, aﬁ if she falled she
'emldbathuwlenthe rivex). | | n g E
B&lwlmhn women, mverthsloaa. baé sans -p_rl_vllsg‘aﬁ (thsy m.tnid."_e_:_nj_ier

| into busimess pa:tm_-rah!._pa_ with other mem, tiey rpf_a_tmd the _riah_‘té:-_-'t;:nv_tlntr

_ -a_da‘_ran'l. uﬁw was the nﬁrml mrﬂaé :pénaadure accoxd'i-ng -t§ th?a | :
) Hmmbﬂ culo lmahmﬁ =) wmtm to ave slave umuma)-‘ rm

wmml cmﬁ e dlvoruecl pmautnum was pmctioad 1.n mlvlmt.a arﬂ Amﬂaz
mrriago wa8e uontroueﬂ uy tls families; ehudm were umer tha emphh
oantron of the parents. {a mhlum sm cmm B8 soX into alava:w); ant

the father had prgmr_ty ehli@tlms to h.l_n 80%s

large ssotors of the mxma and assyrian popylations wéz'a"s‘l}a‘;és]s in the
ayes of the law they wers chattel, but in actbal practice tie§ hed mamy iprivileges
{they oo uld osn paopsdy, engage in business, make money to purchass tisir
cun froedom, marry & fres Goman who remained free, 4f/slave was tﬁw
mmarhn law provldaa for gayment until tha slave mcmrs). M _ |

- The ethical feanns of these people 13 mvaalad in their pnsnﬂmlm
- for gnnlahmantz ‘RARy af the pamltiea were mt.av. baut a mhar of them
previded £or lax mngg (an eye for an eye, tooth for a tooth}. mthum
in urlﬁu tms was also practiced {Eammn recoxda t!at/' lantena son

" who rejected aﬁoptsd parents. could hnva topgus out cut and eye rammﬁ). _
| BUINESS MOTALITY im both countTies uas in principle sell developed. Lmii-

vidual proper$y vas redognized and in genemsl tisre appears a n_tgm&ésmmﬂ
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sense of property rights, accampanied ty severely mgnlatad businsss
tmnsactiona, ﬁagea _ﬂzed by lawe and sfmilarly with rentals, Bates of .
interest, hménr, wore Ieft uﬁtomhad by law, mking way for cmqi«ﬁ-b}p
usury prectices. | | | s
FUBLIC MORLITY, tkat is the ideals of public service and the desire
to realize them, were mest advamoed. A hymn addsessed to the Fing of Ur,
" Dungi (ese 2459-2082 BAB) speake of him ae “the king who brings justics, wo
favors ‘the workine m" ‘Several hundred yeara htar Hammmhi o]aia:s(in the
preface to his lawo) to taee mﬁned the bamdits, te lnva holped:;hia people in 2
thotr mnd so have established the aaomt: of their peaperty, to mve ;uaueo
pramn and to mve :-thd tha race whbth. zlsht. (m Agsyrian senaa of public
.dnty appearsneas highly dave!.-@ed. their. ncmmha bmtina of their aanqaosts. :

of t.tm;l-r piety tovaxd thB_ gd_a, an‘l of th,a- Imrloua crope nhluh gm_@nrtng their

time.)

Soecial servants (aoid'ia-rs_, levy masters, and tax gatisrers) iarﬁ- acocrded
special privileges 1n_ mtters of property bata{nw of the servicge thsj ropdared
to the publics ‘ & _

In intermational afdairs, it 1s seen that foreigners residing among the

Babylcnians had no recognized rights., It was widely regarded that the -_'Ilﬂaln-o;a_e'
of the king vas to subdue and plunder--pevertholess, tho Babylenians are .

not regarded as anparth y varlike pdople, their militazy undortakings
'bel_ng_gemmly motivated by the many predatory attacks on thsirrion _§.ﬁrritoq,
shich, in repulsing them led Babylouian KADgS %o puFsus Warfars itito msighboring -
count riess The Assyrians ofi the other hami left a record of unprecedented \
foroctty 1m wartare, emgagbug in such hovrible desds as ekimning thelr

apt'haa-and record ing $holr escapades on éalacg:-iwaus. .
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_ WITH THIS PICPUBE of Babylonian civilization in mind, we returd
%o the centwml quostion: ¥hat is the mature aml tc what oxtent A1 thid

culture influsnce early Hebrew 119

Scme Cirlenta.usta-. amfs:ﬂ that the hby‘l;-oalan ethical étarﬂa:ﬁls |
as refleoted in the legal nteraem refarred to pmvimly bocame the '
B uuiar]ying haai.a of the entire Israelitish ethicsl ant 10@1 wntama.
Breasted (u; the "Dawn of Ceomscience®), for instance, helds '
e Batylentans were essentlally a camercial folk, chiefly l.nterasted
1n ecmmarce and its ragulatin.n by law.‘ Almg wtth mb:lonlan bualmss came the
o ame ruial usages am laws follmed by the Ba.twlonian merchamts. {SLIB of the
same 1avs tiat have come dovn to. ws in the Code of Hammrabh becams _c_ur_rsnt-
also in Palestins befors Hebrew days amd through the 014 Testament have found

their way into Veatern ctvniati.cn...n was dcubne 88 in pmotiaal"'contanta

. like those of businssa that Palestinian 1ide alao recédved stich imtitnttm as

- e Eabylonian Sabhath. (1) - See medua 21=-23.

Snch direct w influence of mwloﬂan pno'tldea_t.ué-__;lggbmn .
1ife is oontastod'-hy. cther authorities who coatend that Ismelite a;ﬁép e'f.-_
right and wrong were neot coples of the Cole of Hammradi., Kaufwsn, as do
| albright, erght and Emwn, o Int the Cole oe Hammurabb 1s nme-ré:w '
typleal of the common la.w of the &1y, anmd i’rmn thle ]aw {erael hter a.dapted
nmn!; that she nedded", as did the Asgyriams mﬁ Hitt ites. S

Regarding religious eoncepte and moral valuwes, Breasted cla!.ms that
Bal_wloﬁia did no_t vitally affect the Patriarchal ocnceptions. smastga ‘

asssri 8t

71t vas in extermal uagges and -ritual obsetvancee rather than. in-:
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the eiaentm sontent of Tolighn that Paledtim Mok castly adapted Babylonian im

henafa and idsas. " He adda that the earlisst mwzm bahsm their gdla
i the fozces of :n'tua. and tint their earliest divinities were nature gdla.
(8in, the nocu-god,~dmmmises is attnan-:lﬁtﬁ power over the material .

| Tesources ot the lanl. bat uttlo 13 aald et his mml ﬂ.ﬂma}. Eevertholasa,
Breasted mmm. the Eablonians I'nd devoloped tip belief um ﬂmmah. the

5“-306 was @ guﬁ of juatina who disappmed of unaocial mnﬁnct. knt thla

mcognitlen of aaoia.l values 4id not, ke 5258, "ammnterlne the hrmd oumnt of

natwlmlan nfd or the ha.bi.tual concaptiona af avﬁ. a8 thay are fan:d

.' throughout &;bylonian 1ue:atnra"

_ It ia Delitzch (*hm:l and Bidel”)} who provl&aa the aoulﬁa‘laaar for 5
Eabglonian 1nﬂuama on nahmm religlous and moral developmnt. In a wnﬁ,
Delitzeh olaiis the Hehms vi.!_'tuﬁ.ll.v owe everything thsg possess to- the
- Batylomians. ®his ascyriclogist argues that tie ‘Babylm at the time of
Hammirabi npagnlsad the -emn-gcﬁ, Sippar, ent_hra_ma‘.d ‘i_.'n th"a-Kol_:;' of 1_';_;0113.3,
ae the Universal God. 0n the basis ué documents dating dack to Eam_mhi'a
time, Delitsch contends this god wae known as IA-AH-VE-ILU-Li-BU-GI1LU,

- or, a8 ho translates it, “JHWH 1s aorl. HEEGH, the Abidtng ﬂm. tha Eammnt
Cno "
 As a result of his fimings, Delitzch _obnciudgﬂ: “the pecple of

lsrael with its _ll'tei'atnm- appears as only the youngest iof a mmmﬁl@_ ‘a.:_n holy

group of mations.”



- 15
II = BGYPTe 1700-1400 BGE

_The msxt stage in the religious and moral deveYopment sad cf the Hebrews
takes place in Bgypt during the Bykbas perbed around 1700 BCE. ﬁ'aknm 1little
of thia perid. frem the Bible whidbh recod®s the beginnings of the era in the -
| story of Joseph and ihﬁ,aqeouﬁt Iof. _Jacdh‘a descent i_nf.p anpt.'rhs .intervening
yea;rs_aﬁ""pa'.uaed-'ovél_r_l# silonce in the bible 'iarx'ativq, and 'Iéﬁa_g;jt._;'l_e-_.histow |
dqas not take ap apin antil it reaches tha tim 'ofl'h&caas a.rﬁ jha eanﬁ.ns of IMI

- frou Lgypt, some 400 years laters

¥pat aort a! ol.mhstion obtatmd in this comtw which t’am:d amma

'Ltn .lahabitanta he tmmnmxa of tha !manta mtionr mﬂ htar m vie are.
to ask, what 1n£1uannea did the ‘gpthl mtum wta:ld upm the Iamautos

‘pricr to their exodusy

- kn the year 4000 BCE tha:a a.uiat.ed in ths Iﬁ.lo mlhx and delta a
| cmhidamhla mmber of inﬂepanaant---n-iw-nataa or "noms" each ﬁlth its aapﬁmte :
gmamnnt and lmﬁ gd or gods whiah were. aonceived as the divigpe g:tudiann of h :
the nam. Gradually t.he uﬂep!ulent nemoes heea.ma amlgsnted inte hrgar nl.t.s |
as cno or another mmﬁ control of its melghbors theough supericr force; and
flzlly the tvo Kinglams vere foued, the lower kingltm, camprising the Hile
delta, and upper “gypt, vhich emtended thence to the first .oataa-os; Zhose
‘tuo kingd ans, ‘ih_t;l_: existed side by side as riwals for a :lcmg penoa.mm
tnto a elngle empire that mmmd their emtrance lmto history. S

- Por chronological background, the fouﬂi:g lnfomtlnn m ba

kapt in miyd; the Pyramid aga murmddnr:m tho Saooa!Mn, mwo m
%o 2500 BC. The Foudal ﬂ;gn shich tulhlaed, lasted uatil the year 2000 BCB.

It was at thia tine, fm 2000 £0 1780 BGE. tl'a.t Bgypt becare a atrmg empire
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extamung mr aensrnl ewr F&Maﬂ.m and %m. #rom m 1789(1:::%11
15&) Baypt sutfered miiitary reversls asd was overrua iy tho Hglooa, ho o
were mostly Yamanites. It was during this penui tht tha dacod's dasmnt
into Egypt tock p;aae. 3y 1546 Egypt md liderated namu mn Bgnos '
rale, anl fvom then until ca. 1200, Keyptian rule beld ovay mrall m |
' m ‘between her borders amd m mpnmtaa. ze wag abaut weo BCB zamm
tho mia.n of the !'hamm Mhu and Mam m mtm hd the lsmntea
ta their axcius frem the ngpt.

| ‘This political aavalmxmt of Zgypt is alosely pamualed by a mnal.ons
&evolommt- e have :notaﬁ that each nome had a laoal god to which i.t pald 2
* worshipe But 8o alosaly was. m gd mmea to the any that m m my galmed -
snpmcw over amtha *y its god also caue tﬁ ; uwa!dared as maﬂ.a:r to the
deity of the oconquered oitye It them !Bppaniad that the conquered citg turma
to tho worship of ithe mper!er god in plsce af- its mn. or tlath tio two were
worshipsd together, or frequently enocugh, tmt the two gnda camg to be thought of
ag o3, umier a hyphenated mma.(rm we finl pames like Amm-m;th,) m goi '.
of the; olty in which ths k.!m of the teﬂltm dwalt beoams thspﬁ?ilasaﬂ eeﬂ.o
Thhs Horus of Bejlet haoama tm ahl.at sd of &mr BEgypt, Set of m tho
pmlnng deity of Upper Egypts Since thsse w0 kinglama wore gm_;a- sni,_
wers. £rjuently at war, Horus amd Jot were uauan.v' represemted as in cnﬁf‘ﬂ.&.
ng aftor the mmnn of tm poldtical omfuet fadéd out the: tuo. gds wem mn
'-thnuaht o!asanmlen. Bmaasthn mtngamsm otmgglewmﬂat tm
pose? of dariness. When la-te;' Momphis became mpl_tal of .tb erpire, the goﬂ.
Ptah enjqyed the mpmq vhile Ziedes vas iz the am. amn wae bold
tobothaauefgd. B T e
In tl:n aarl.vlparlul, the godu wBTe usna.ﬂ.v tapmmmtad an aﬂmh, |
‘and the aruals tlemselves wers frequemtly objedke of worehips Tims dmon. of Thebes
uaasnn;ahaxuaacrumu;nanmaambnwmxm;mtmru '
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Depdera ™as a cm. Ba.at msa cas: m otﬂaqahhmnlbmmgaw
vag 2 bull. Cnrisns]s anmgb. hmavar, thay seem to have been %hnnsht ofnﬂ
&8 ani.mla, bat as param. sz @rem the thind dymaty {c& 3000 mz thay
ars plot:and with o human body dut an m:; hagd. '

A O'ut of th cmmal.ng mas of gde, the. priests attenpteﬁ to brlng Some
sort of ordsra- Thi.a tcukk t2 form of an:king ot seta of ﬁmlg reIatimBhlpe.
nmuy a8 mthar, mmss.nﬂ 8olts. mmn mmhnvaa tae:m grcmed é-mm. tha
principal ged, ok, tha mothar, enl Khans, the moon gal, a8 8@ Phe iaat i
Xmosn of the trinds was Osisis, Leis, amd Hors; fpr they pmea mnch tmu

 most lrportant part in. tha 1123 of Egypt over a lemg pericd of hiato:v. (Gatris
maxom gol - oflmarﬁmt.womm euaxm of Atydos, wm Bis -

_ woﬁhi.p mm& over all prt. aoao:uung to umespraaﬁ :wth. enir.'.s zag

--mm Wy his bmther. thea nmm to iife ani mde tho rular o!' tla |

mﬁanorm. At a later poriad, this myth of the mmmnum ni' uailu bem

the center of the Isis cult, ehich spsead over af haﬁse'--pa:t,.n: the Reman

world, und sas taken s a guarantes of Somortality ¥im tan, ok as ths. 1

rsurrootion of -Jam.-_%? takan by Christigniey). | TS

Basides the loccal animl gods, the great mafure powers ware wm-am‘mi. for .
. axampds, the aky, the sun, the moen, and the File; uhianmm som totha =
1ife of Egypts Scxd of thess zere represented symbolically lna.niml forms
Thns Horus, origimlly a alq gc&, kot later a sun god, ma pletmd 28 a ‘faloem -
soaring in thesk ﬂwgam theo mme oftm grear sun-god mma fmmﬂw Jnlnstl
" Witk that of the local amml gods (as Sebek-Fa.)
At Hanopoua, ot ﬁmeh Ltm use ﬂu‘ Iooai god, the woredip ei tba m-gol

Ta amevsd great pnﬂd.nm. The yﬁe“ﬂ of Ta maintained tht tm m e .
| sae tla, gmt:m of an goda and vere the ﬂm to :amnhta a dsftntu tuaolew.
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In 3790 BCS, this salar mliaian b3

cams the religiem of tne atate anl e
acee leading: Egptclogiata omidar ‘this as vma- dai.*.nﬂa stap in thn
":dl..mti-c_‘m of" mnqtm_im, one whioh-‘mhaaqnpnﬂg tnnmnoed the z-gmqu't._a- ;

. view of ore god.

This state. mngian kosever &id nct come to its oen for ever a -
thmaul years; am than for mlw a briaf peﬁ.al \shan mnhntep w {m#-m BGE)
' a.ttemtad to set aﬁa all the oﬂnr gada and mkn atm. tha mlar ¢isey tha
ome and only gal. His. aarmnmaa in this religicus projact is seen in his g
) mmng a new mpi.tal whioch ke @alied H-klwtatm, %m.&on of &tm“ He w
‘bis can wme to Ixhuston, or akhmton, "&i—m-of-a.mﬂ s.nd. oﬂem m nane oft

% tls r.lml goﬂ Amon obntemte.i frun nmnmnts -and tamlsa. A lwam to tin sun

.tl :run that parid is mlls gonsidersd the fineet 4n gil the @ptm
nngld:a ntamtm {whi.ah w slmll somn dheuaa in more MI. Appamtly,
the “monotheistic mfom“_uaa _ahortnved. .far-wuh_-tm passing ez-?-lknmtm thn o
peupia revarted to thia‘i;r‘fomr beliefa. Bﬁbuqmnt:]a-, 'Egptian nltglm
unigrent deaay, with Ikhmton'a son~in-law, Entankhnm.n, ‘st aring 'eha |

worship of the rival god, Amen.

Ths problos of the after-life was of.nmml'- smportance fn'.t.h_é_;' R :
ngptian hligtma patterns. From a ®slter of tomb lmari-ptim'.'ﬂe’ lea.rn that
in the earlisr pericds it wes only the kKing who was tnmght of as enjquns s -
happy ai’tar-l:.fa. -that after death bo aenf. toa klud oi hsﬂqﬁn in u:s aut. 2
Later, it da\mi-o;}ed- that all nenm mbght aspire to immqrtal-t_ty,_ and 1% was tm
that the scens ofiths future 1ife shifted to ile weat and wae con&axvéé by sems
as in the sky, by others as in the undervioride | . e

In the earlier a;e:-lnt':‘., a mappy arter-l.tfa @ thouaht ataa haing

dopancent on the pmaerva.uon of tha pwelaal body {m enbhning ham



: a spac!niisal art. anﬁ ;.wramida a.nd matam sem eranm an ovar ths m.le |
' Va.nw. and latar m tmhs vere enmamted !.n se:l.m rook cliffa along tha

wallg in oder to pmae-m- rggal bdle; __for thair._aftqr-jl_i_.fe mtug_a»_}

: %he aftarlifa was thwaht of 65 301::3 m m w:w moh lﬂm
o:dlna.rx m nﬁa. m: acomnta fa' the offerlnsa eﬂ fmﬁ, druﬂ:,
implmnka. and uttla elaa !.mgaa npmmﬂng slawa anowming Shai.r

._-matam, atk ‘.‘ha r@al tmhn-

02 aspaelal mporsam tous I.s ths noteworw ethl.eal ﬁevalopmmt

-ahi.ah t.o0x place in mph a mmptim of tha aftsrnﬂ mch hem that

| the fusure dustiw of the i:lllhldual ammed upon m mmug m Bad nws

' tn thh worm. ama idea was mbadﬁ.ed in maloal emla and r!.tea. mt u is

-nmthﬁhaaa cmsidarad a mmarmble achievemnt of the Eaptiam wm'lﬁ

Wtﬁaﬁ dmnté p]agéd an mmm part in early mtimnnﬂm
life. These inclmed: amm Pymnid fexts - pryors, incantafBdfons, s Girestiom
ﬁealgmd to m}tha dsaﬁ in thﬂ!r J&ms to the afterworld; thasa vere -
found tmribad ‘on tha walls of the pyramide; d)The Ceffin Tez.ta - mw d tm
- old pyremid text Lmnm-!m anﬁ Dewer cmes vere inscrived oft the in&mes o - ‘
the cofdins to be aVa.i.hble to the doad as tiey antere& the moxs. ﬁﬁl‘ut o . -
_;:EI'B Bmk of the Bead - tha s&arad uanmical ‘bock o.f.’ the Egpttana oontainiﬂ | .:
..165 ebamﬁ, pmyam ani 1naansatim imc,ribed on papyri rolls whiah m:m plaead
1n each coffin, ey

Ths htsr deeument, whiah appsarad %o be hsld in 32&392' mvannns _

" than exy eshar, diacloa&s 1n a chapwr m ;ukgmnt tn the aﬁnweﬂﬂ.
. _"uunfassim whieh shs ammam reci.tas hafom 4?. guds uhn aaaa judmant @

_;_the iniiviﬁual'n righs to blias m ths hamﬁah Pa:t of ths cmfaaailm maﬂsm




ths Israelite: uoﬁun.

] 414 not mmrder...I 414 not camit adulterye..l did not take
avay the milk £ren tha ‘meath of ol rons. .1 dtd not nase falm waightau.

I did not make tha maaure shortese®

%‘hmﬁh sas of the eins which the 1ni1nﬁua1 ws oaueampon to
ocafess are oru&e, the gamral impression ia that the vatiam d:ld aohieva

a fipe aenaa of ethios am m.oml 1nsight at :leaat one theusand y&a.ra bafﬂa

in the Egptie.n cmptidn of ethics, we find they ouncaiwd tm

‘momal dzatmum “gnod" to mean that which is pleasing to the- gcﬁe, "arll"’

a8 that which Lmues the anger of the gnﬁs- Bacause of the Imuwn @ptian '

pl.eﬁy. “good" and "avn“ was oﬂ.g.tmug purely ritual atﬂ cammmm but in

" nistorio times we’ ﬁnl thaty, althcuah r.tmal right and wrons pmmileﬂ to am

. extent, a positive soml dtaﬂmﬂm wae madaa

'Eha aarliéat imortpt!@ ravaai- that tke fardly in 'Egpt;ﬁizﬁﬁé-' the
sooia1 unlt with ite prototype in the life of the gode (l.e., Osiris,’ Isia, and
. Horus) aud thie remiinsd $rue throuahout the whole period of Egpttan
civilizaticn. Eﬁonem vas the noml ‘state of marriage tiea, althmgh
pharachs are knovn to possess harems. WMarriage between bmher apd’ aiatar
appears also to have been pemitted, i . st

The E@ptiaﬁ £amily was patriarobal (obedionmge was due to the &therl
tut paterml pover .m:: ‘over members of the family was not exerted "a's 'am-hna '
the Bahglm The wlfa is considersd the equal of hor Imshandg hs even | |
prov‘zc‘led for her in the aﬂamorm. Bvidences of fami 1y love aml ﬂu.al lm
a8 strong foma in famuw urs are found in va.rima atalas datins baik to

8000 BCB amd ln any mbar ‘of epigm cnmnt :n Egvpﬂ.an nm.
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" In Givorce provedings; the wamn had: equal standings with her husbamd
and amld dend him avay -.as: easily as he cald ber. {"w@ ’ f;he Egptié.n"

wonl for divorce, means "to make right®).

At the top of the soclal scale stood zhe.x_ung vho Gas 'n'@meiua' the
earthl,v msnifestation of fhe “porer, goodnass, amd pmvtdanqg é:i' the gods'e
(Be wag called "meb rm;t“,- lord of truth, whose _._’jbb’ -1t &#as.to establish truth)e
The state's Auty to the p:mna.oh was in fuct ohﬁmtmw- “emparnr-lu-orﬁ;;lpﬂ. Daaﬁlto
his absclute pover, the &mrai decrees of the Bgyptian king, by af ;a._rge_, .8paak
eloguantly of the right s of the people and a wth 0f & real democrat{o spirit

¢an 'ee_ observude

pu)

ﬂhe sonse of imdividual :neapnna;bnitg. ﬁhlch e noted in the Bonk oi’

the Dead coafessions, floariahed durlug the Hmpire perial (ca. 1600 m.m. Althomg
lsgal lite;eture seems not &s highly developed as ameng the Babylm. them 18
evideace of cemsiderabls laml aontmo_ta', ami kgal-tmh_. Property -righta were
recognized am dofonied By 1aw, and praperty aam be inberited and $runsuitted |
by womsm. Property was subject to tazatien {miigim'lnatiutioné wa_ré exempt ad
Pnnia!mnm, as meted ot bty the ammsrons law courts, Were on the whole &Ir,
althcagh there La evidence of severe tireatment; in ths case of robbew. & ma -
lost his nose, for stealing hides. a ma lost the hides and was fl.agana.ted ong
hondred tiues until £ivo wouds were opensde ' |

tre P ' |
The Eg,yptiana were nat adansrglal pecple, and thelr major business and
trads interssts mer ccnduatad on a dmestic scaley, with maye tham a.dequate legal

pmiaicm- _ _ o o
&mpt for t.he king, an men wers oonaidarad frea laborers or semntecrsﬂ
wvere allosed to possess propartg. The nlawa. howevar, whre nttle more than zkat@ .

chattal; it appears, hovever, that dnri.na the Middle Kinglan {2000-1700 BCS)



- 32
kindness .té slaves was strongly recummemied. During a hter pericd, alaves acguimd

&e!i__i::l.ﬁ tﬁghta anl emetimes rose to great pminahm in state circlas.

The ideal of the ccuntry, as seen in a ssries of hymne dated before
the Middle ﬂnglcm, ia- de§1d61: peaceful (htp).- It vas after the Hyksoa insasion
that tha tomarla paaosm Egpuana wueIe tmmfomad inso an agamaaivsls marl.ila
cpla whlch they romained uatil tln Peraians atnquuad tham.

1t 1o intereating to note that the Eayptians comsidered the ir wam

. holy uniertakings which wero biesead by tholr godse

3uch was the state of .@Dti&n civilization prier to andd dnrlna
. did
the sojoura of the Sebma. To what axtent ptian rellgicus and moral

13eas peretmied into the Hebrew world of thcnahtf
of Prof. Jums H. Broasted in his exhaustive work on Egyptian oflvilizatien, -
“The Dgwn 0f Conscience", argues that the degree of panatm.tiﬁn' was greate In
fact, it his comtention that virtwally all the religlous and moxal concoptians
which have oame down to the Festern world were fruits of the Zgyptian genius. i
and tha.t the Habmwa aerved as a sort of txmusicissien hult, relay ing these
cmaptieag( pamapa after tntansitylng or al.lghtlx modlmlm t}.m@_.
Ameng the moral azd religims idess w!ziah ke attridbutes to E‘wptian originality
are ethical monothaiam, Measlanisxy, tho sufferipg sarvant, social p.mpl_aecy,_

slsden literature, -ps’allms,_ etce |

Ith is lmpossibla to rsview hls entdre argument in these pagas, bnt
the fonming quotaticns frm his workz suggests his thasﬁaa
_ —nphe earliest noan dlammalm of right ani wrong in the hiutov of man is anh‘_

ambauod ina Hmphita dmna aelebmtmg the snpmejr of !mazphi.a and dattng

from the muidRe. dhtm fmlﬂh rilleniom BC."




.

--"In tha '-?,iaeo:d ‘u'nj.cm {3460 ml ‘there arbse the ea-ﬂies't“*c meeption of
a mo:ra.l crder. aes;.Lna.tea oy & azgnifimt word *'righteoumaa" ﬂ;}ustica"
©or “truthY (Hgyptizn "Eeat) which emdured for s thousand ;eara and maﬁa a

profound impression ot the bumn mind,

__--“!he M;xhn.s of Pta&hotop (2?(‘0 nc) furnish us with the earllest. famla.t.lm
of right amiuct to he found 1n any 11taratme" mlf of %*hidh deals with |
peréacanl charaatar aud g.wlluet, while th& mmdnder have ta &o with .

administratlive and offic_kal c:axlunto

'—%%m arisen as an iniividual and persomal #attér, a8 a desl.@et-im of -

right comiuct in*the gmﬂ.y or imaulata emmty, *aat® had then gradmllx
paaaed into & largsr arens as toe @irit and method ®f a zmatlonal Enidange

" and comtrol of human affaire, a control in which orderly administration is
suffused with moral coavictione (here was thus created for ghe first. t;’i_mra ma:hn
" of univerasl -mlﬁea, wﬂin wmelvin_g thq divine- ruler of sunch a malmtm K ud
' Bgyptiaus vers moving on the read tevards monothelsme ——- It was aloag this
' road, a8 we shull see, _tm__ﬁ the Eaptiana-evehtually abtained mondtheism, and
_ﬂ; wa8 no ascident that tisy reached 1% long befors any other peoplss -___n_.ar_ _

ie 1t an aéaidu_;aﬁ t;;gt. the next pecple Yo gain monpthelss were Eg;pt's

. pearost inighbora acrods the borers of Adla in Palostings..?

Qotnr | |

ethical tnaatisea which Breastsd annsiﬂera as pmsnrsa's to
_Eebraw ethiical ideaa amz "Imtmetim Addressad to Hernmra"{a&ﬁo BGE];
The Dia.logm of a Misanthrepe with His oen Souli" (aftar 2000 BCE) whlch.
Bmastad 82y Sy “13 wmr earliest Book of Job writtan sare 1500 :ea.ra hefora

. a almila.r axparienca brmght forth a almlla.r book amana the Ehbma'

Tader m@tei‘- ti.tlaa*"féhe 'Rarliest.,.ﬂwial'?rqpheta- and fh_s ﬂa’ﬁ##_- of
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..wpsailaniﬁm". Bma'ejhed @lls "The Elojuent quamntl“ {aa.', 2000 B-(;'E), _ihg _

protét_spa of .-tha"aiszering_‘sariant" later fourd in _Ihaiah (b2 & 53}_. IB& _‘ncnaﬁe:;
"The Eloguent Peasant”story the "first moral iitaratnm, omiﬁg for social |

Jjustice” During the Feulal age (ca 2600-2000 BCE), the “idmonizticns of

ipuver” which calls for the regemeration of soclety, amd expresses 1@,33:3

for the edvent of t’hé ldeal ruler, is hel& by Breasted to be '%‘ashﬁi@ nearly

1,500 years before its appearsace smong the Hebrows".

In writing on "ﬂnisarsa'll.m and Menotheiam", Breasted asse rts: aL is ¢ lear

that 'I.khmtm was p:ﬁ}act‘lng a world religiom, -enl' enieavoring to displace Uy

) P ‘4% the mtl_ma.n_m: vwhich had preceded it for twenty oentnglel”.. Calling '

imton'a ado&-xn:'&;maa man', "a prophet of both ﬁtm-m of homan 1ife",
Breasted addss "Ghile the intammtlw art of this revolutionaly movemeat umnder
Ikhnatoh's guldance found nee coatemt in the life of man, there :wa_a'gqngh in
Egptiax_t exporiends with human scciety which Ikimton could noct _ignprg. He
fully accepted the inherited Solar doctrinms of a great moral order, anﬁ 1:! in
this brief htatom' of _@ptm'mdmla wo haoe devoted same sﬁaca to thﬂ R
 redtolutiomary monctheimn or ikhmaton, it 1s £or tho yoason that this ;nm |
menothaistic mover=nt is the culmination of the aneient_ recoguitian o‘_rj 2 moral
order Gy the Eyptum thinkers of the Fyramid 4igs, and their creaticn of a
univemﬂi realm of Valnas, represented lw the incluelve term Maat, brmght f arth
by the Sun-Gdl at ﬁe]._lopnﬂ.l_.s. This new mmathalsm gm up on a thrae-fold basiss
The first, as we have seem, was poli.tiaal. 80 that even the s:m-'-scd’a new rame.
was enclosed in & Pharacnic double cartcuche; the second was the obsemtim of
thB Sun-gal's nniwraal ssa.y as a M:___, everywisre prasent tn the -
eun's heat amd 113ht; aﬂi the t.hini was tha logioal development of th:o amlent
Heliepelitan dootrime of o moml order, a dootrine gam tso t heasaril years '

old in Ixhmten's day." '
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Having dravwn this portrait of Egyptian raligious amd moral life, fram
the year 4C0C BCE until apprezimately 900 BCa, Bressted ﬁfnoee&a to irdicate
the specific effects this culture bad on the smerging Hsraslits pecple who

-wers soon tc embark cn thely miigims histowy.

“The Sgyptien tackgreanl cut of ahich Meses zn& develcped into a groat. |
natiomal leaders," ﬁmasted cméiz_:_sa. "must in 4%3elf hvs contridbuted to his
vislon of YEWH'S place in tha 1ifs of his pecple? Moses (X03% is an Hgyptian
word nzaring "child® and a mawe "net uncommen in Agyptian memumsnts) "an.aolmd'
bls o aizitmmén to adoyt au enoraecusly anclient Egyptian oustam, the rite of

circumeisien, which lh_ his day had been pmctioaﬁ among the miés_-dwallera
| FERNEN. 3,000 years ana morse” This imdicates, m;;md stressca, that

hé was"Schaciously dmuwing wpon his knovledge of Zgyptian relisicm.”

Turthey, Noses himself carrisd a maglcally=-potent staff, "dcubtless a
seysont staff, in shigh dwelt the poser of YHUH, anmi for the haaling.bf ths
pecpls ke ast up a ehining bmzen imge of a serpent, cbviously ‘ome. of the
rany serpent divintfles of Egypts This luage of sm Sgyptian dlvinity remained
with the Hebrew lomg after théy hed settled in Faleatine.™ {'I*h_sy continuad
to burn inceuss to 1t, Breasted adde, for five ceniutikes after Moses! .
tize, and It was not removed fram the Temple In Jerusalem until the weign of
Hemekiah, late 1u tﬁe elghth cenmtury BC (2Eings 18314).

I'Ea't_‘!m.atin-g t e mfluance of 3gyptlan reral 11texgtm on aubaec_r_aep’s

Bakrev mllgima-athiealldemlmmnt. Broasted declarest

"Moses must have been familiar with the writings if the Egyptian soccial
prophets, the oldest of which had been in ciroulation for fifteen humired years

when Moses began teaahlng'hlin pacpls. It 18 obvicus that a man brdnaht up uwith
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sach literatwre arcund hinm wnld fsel the mecd £ of a religiom of ethical

content for his peaples Hos much moral ami ethical teach ing Noses left with- :

them, it 1s nos very difficult to aetsmcim.“ But he adds that “the maﬂar

may naeide for hlmaalf whether a leadey who !n.d aat up a bmmn mxpant fo:r
worship by Ma peopls, an imge which was preserved and worshiped for centuries
in the matiomal sanctuary, could have also lald upon each Hebrew heuseholder
the aunn;anﬁ. 'Thﬁn- shalt not wake unto thee a graven mg, nor {t‘:u:» I-_nxg'ma_aa

of) any Zam that ib in heaven abowe, or that @s in the earth bemeath, or

that is in the water \md;a'r the earthi® Bmated concludes that tho Decalogue

mst have baan wrl.f.tan after the namdic ancl gnstoml Imaluea had been _' =3

transfnmad into a sattled agﬂmltuml cammnity in the lani of cam.a.n-

Plunging deeper into lsraslite 'histév_. after the exdlus rrom 'Egpt.-‘“
Breasted points cut that during the Hebree momrohy, "the Wealthy treding
kings of Phosnicla maturally influsnced the catlook of the Israolitish rulews®
adding that 1t is among the Phosmbcians that the writings of Ipuver am
Heferrchn (another Sgyptian social idealist) fouml early otmlatidm'_

| The Gamt_tto bsritage, he continuss, upon which the Hebreus 'lafer

am@ﬁaa filled with sgyptian ideas of the character of the Sun-Cod a8 &
righteous mlsr of mens .'ﬂmnt excavations at Samaria have revedidd the fact
that tha ‘sgyptians cmaptiona of the rightecus. Sun~god wers ocmmen in
Paleatln!.a.n 1ife. In the ruins of the Palace of the Iorael:lte 'ﬂms a.t m:'!a, .
Breasted says, the e:oamtm diaaownd ‘seme carved ivery relief plaquea

once. forming the deco;ativg- inorustation thst asdorned the furniture of tha
Hebrew soverelgns. Ammg these &rvlngu'abpem a b'ieue bearing the ﬂ.gure of th

gddeaa "'Btghtemaneu" {mat) borme aloﬂ by a solar asnius of Beuppous.-—-' '

Phe enture design is ..gptian in content, but the workmnablp shows claarly that
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the carving was dae by falestinlan craftamen. Hobrew worimsn wers

 therefore familiar with such Eg-ptmn designs, and Hebrows of high staticn

boheld. thease symbels of the Bgyptian Sun~god‘®s rightecusneas every day
aforning the vexy chaire in which they gato ?hﬂ' E@Puan Sun-gad ecn'nal-w&
ag a rightecas ammm waa mratom among the influences which ountrﬂmteﬁ :

to tmnsforn YHWE lntea rlghtem raley of mn. iy

In later nobm ethiml dmlmnﬁ. Egyptian inﬂm la £

otill felts when supaﬂoﬂts of chamater owr ruul obaammea was ast

B forth, echees are hﬂam f£rda "Instraotion to Morikere® ("Moo ia amptahh

is the viFtue of the upright mn thet the oz of him thas dooth tmquity).

ﬁi the :aalm of ocniust, the Hebrew prophsts drow npmm
1iterature ef prmrha anl £ables Gblch befere 1000 m had alnady gai.md _
intermtioml currenay {capare Wisdom of mmq;e to Jerml&h lﬂtlao |
Prmna: Sss Bmam pp 366 ££.

msnnusm of Ikhmtan's ra.m'eha-am'-m @ Paaln ma..

{we mitteﬂ Bmmws'a ccatentien tht the Jeseph mn‘atl.vas
ware orl@mny tha %ptlaa folk-tale, *!ha Tale of the Two Bretbara" uhiolw:

ho sald, gainsd curram in Canaanite Paloatlm ard was later lmorpmted
'momw.} - _ | |
In ewn this is the argumens of Breasteds; the mwamm thelr

myaar aojmln@pthad came umumha rich and mgm ‘2dvanced

oivilization ﬁmwmeh they and tlnir laador Mosss had galned a fuus-im

devioped empttan ot ethical mmothslm, of ethical and legal uateuna.

a8 vell as rltual pmatiou; when thay aam ta m they founl thﬁ __mtw

alveaiy mpmgmted wnh mﬁan ideaa and pmtms; both tholr -rulara o

e gwho
= A
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and thau prophets drew upen the Egyptian heritage for religious ideas, for
literay aml art forms, so that in pdat ef faat, avevtnng we call Bebm

is really Esrnﬂanvtm Covillont

In jna_una to the gense of preportion of this thsau. ltmnat
bo polmted cat that Broasted's propositicn 1s not universally leld. Profesmre
Emanull Boslasgher, for instance, argue that ne tmea_._d Egyptian beuofs and
ideas has u yet boon foumd in the comcspts and umges of ancient Israel. Otker
schelars, anang them Prof Pegrie,go much further, ocantending that umtmr
moral awakening developed among the Hgyptiams is due to méig'u inﬁma.
. The rellgiom of Inmtu, which Breasted mmﬂa as the m—m:m ot eﬁ:lasl

monotheism, ta-accoxdlng te Petrlm llnult d ms_q_ mm hrwaht

. %o bear upon mms«: w MB Semitic wiro a.ﬂ malhar-

_ Thta thssl.s is further mttresaeﬁ tw Prof Gardiver who arsnes nnt
"batueen the Vi a:ﬂ x.n dymama, Egypt M bean nab]a to perl.ouc incnralm

on the part of Moim of the Simaitio panmmh amd of Palestins” am um theae.

Semites, togather with tha later Semitic lma.dera, tho Hykscs, I.mmhtaﬂ ths
Egyptians with a ayrlan caltare through art, awza. language, otcs

| Farther, it is argued that Ihm%an’s "monotheian® was little move
than a refimsd sclar roligien, which vas virtually universal ameng ali_imb_hnt'
peoplesg the ethical and comh nprhtiﬁau émna'ﬁ to Atemn wore o’f'he special
significance since they mue applied tomany gds, may parauna. anﬁ maw thhasg
-aml fimally, that lkhmaton's refermatiom was more a politiaal nﬁhlr tm a

"7 religlous cmee (na soaght to demelish the influsncs of the rival mm prlesthud).

noanﬁlng the influence of m«tian roligious anmi mml ntontuo

en the Hebrews, Breasted la charged with &enhemhu \mlatug tha tian
_ : d.z vTUeA - ind
origiml in a Biblical 1dieom, anml that odEEP tyanslati

vold of the muax |
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and alnce m shai area vas ths a@ana of amhus oopper arﬂ turqudae

mizes and ome of the osoupavicms of the mumuamc_oppgrm
and emlting, their interest in the mims of Simi appear obvious.
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It is from Jethro, ome of the sacred ministrants of the Midianites,
that Neses is supposed to lave lsarmed of $ieir local ged YHWH, and to have

jeatmed %o rave:am Sinai (a_.'.l.ao Kknoan a_s,_Eo!pb}_.‘_,_ the no';; nmﬁt;a‘tn."_.

o'

ﬂs mMota.tm of m as fh pular ef ﬂn" or "3 pin.ar of olmrl"

during thalrampa frmlgpt. andnlaapmm on Mount Him:l wmﬂth i

_Wrs and nm ald & thick olmﬂ" {2 13:16] are a!trlhntad to

2d volunu phsmm. YEGE ts camldamd as a logal’ vnltanu gd &o hnd
localized his seat at mmt Stmi. (&n attmpt to aatabnnh the hiatoﬂ.on;
of uaaa "nimmm pinmm* la md;e Ig Bco.

boax, “Jorlde m oelnatanﬂ. Aamttmxy. nu. Yeukww paye m-..heaa to
gnonu; naaepm ohronolegual dah (m- mtuuo, e eoumsm tm_ ;
E@ptm lmar a nmtmoau of axo&nn parleﬁ, . 1300 BOE, anotaa m
 of bls "lanents" 4o validatien of the factniss of the “ton phﬁ_: ":.-H:doipl.tﬂ.

ﬂa ﬂaet thn.t mut snthu-luea phna lpmr in the m Aea ct Eﬂﬂ.
mml 2&0—% saxl. malaelgma ua meunha elastmnu !.n
| _ oxder to astahnah as hlatcﬂul fact such nu:nm mmtim as tha

Ehm@ the tnfhenon d’ Hmn and the abm mmmum of m'n
Ed it b poser am favor, the Hobrese cast mt tisir mhnzl ﬂnl-ﬂ |
' (Semitie wu& for 1onax sdh Abmlnm‘a mx mt* dagodh Isn-ﬂ. atal

uun hia %ﬂmnﬂ Dr. Lonis nnkzaatatn pcnno cat that ths "!Dhm _

- - sheplerds” also adepted the Cain-ibel tale: fram the Eenites, “their near
mighbotrs and &riemds”, although they later transformed $he story fran .
a prmiuva war sags imto a pacifiet a.neamﬁ {See "?harhau“, p 35?. £ﬂ




and adepted YHVH as their sole gode It vas at this ulimaetia mosbent tmt
| the aovemnt was entered into. (The quaatim of the amnant wnl ho diacueaed

aapamtely in this papar).

Althongh @ shall mtiiné tle ethica} and raligiami 1lice ofths Israclites
ih the mext phass of their davalagmnt-—-the conquest of Canaan a.lsi the _
- tranafomtion of the Iemel:ltee from a nuna.dlc-pastoml psaple to n aattled
agrlonltural commmnity undar Gamanits innuence--wa shonld hsm nko to po.'lnt
out tho feature® of the 1-ame1ne mligi:m in the wildermsss on the -baa-ta—'”
of taxtml Mnmatim provided by Eennett. (BG!OLOFEJIA oF ELIGIFW and

m‘ﬁicﬁ, R.He. Komtt. ‘*Iﬂmel“}-

claimn:g that éa ime no, dzect infommition o thia pérzaa'- ‘s’iémé the
Bidlical accmnta werse written at a mnoh later date and are therefom oolm:ed.
by later cimmstamea, Eonnett daolaras tha .fono'ai.ng ars sems. ni’ tha min -
.'!’aatuma of '*wilﬂemeas raligien}‘t ‘ -

1}0n the busis of Am::a 5:25 and Jeromiah 7:23 he clai.ma t.h&t aaerifiﬁaa
(humt oﬁ’erlnga) were et part of the mllgim in tha uude’rmas, thas were
infrequent rites confined mainly to the ‘Dasabvsr Fhaat. ‘ .

arzna mﬂmutes were repmasntativea of the tml Is:aelite mll‘glon {a.s
| distinct frop the Ganaa.niseaﬂ 'E&hlch prom:l.msd a.batl.mnce i'rom agrionltm.
This abstinence preaarveﬂ the Ismntea fmm %ha orude mature wnmhlp with
v.hl.ch agric&ltum %38 aonnsoted" ; % | _ -

- 8)The’ provemancs of min as matiomal Israelite God uas u:naertaln at thia
ti.ms .Exodus 3:14 reprasanta it a.a revealed to Mcses at ‘Horeb, 'ahemaa a.ccorﬂing
to Gemsla 4326 the pame was known to the antideluvian ancestors nf Iamlo 1%
is notewortm tat JOSEU& bears a. e oompmmﬂeﬁ of the tetmgramnton and it i

.is possible, ¢emcludes Kenmet, that the trives of Iamel were united in the wor




ship YEVE bé_fcsm ths conquest of Palestine.

'ﬂm_ if nalled 1y the same name, w88 va;atissed. ty _u‘gfeﬁgt_i symbola.
Levi, and pri:ﬁbl.y'al_l'm Leah tribgs, vensmated a seraph or winged saréans_

(recall Breasted on Moses® serpent staff); the Eashel tribe, ad pull.

xanmtt axpresse‘s uncertainty -‘abont ﬁher i‘eat'ura.a'.of i-l.'ﬁ"-"'t;mbli.tiah.‘
religion at thla times whathar thet wers bmsht by Ismmel lnto Paleaum or
wem ‘agquired tm:a/ Among shasa are thetqbaamnoaa or the m moun and
Sabbath, and oamln sthical idegs (it is probable that polygganw pr_aml_lad, anfl

tkat although adultery vas ¢cndemmed, ooncublmage waa freely alloseds) =

“IT IS in the third guarter of the thirteenth century (1350—1225) that
Israel under the leadership of Joshua had ‘carried ot its conquest ‘of Camaan.

'Thst was the eultural frameaork imto which the Israclites now mds emzy? .-

| Ga;:aan. 'ﬁmated mh:tai.na. had p‘assoﬁ thrﬁn’gb a éivuuaﬁ-.-d'e"velq;mt

which was mr a 1,000 yeara ‘old wh;an the - Ism&iua mvaai.on tock place. mmlon
lan cnltum had an important and lasting :lnﬂmma on Canaanite Palestlna and it
wag chiefly thrmgh the (hma.nitea tms the inﬂusnce of Habllonian art, ntar- '
ature and rengwn were mcaivﬁd by the Hahrewa. In addi.tim. Braaated amtands
B@ptian Phazachs held ﬁalesttna as a aubjeot country for over four centnriea

(for two canturlaa after the Hebrews xaax asttled thara). am mma.nite oi.vi.li.s—
ation hs.d therefom reached an advamed atage nnier centurles of Egpthnq
' mﬁm oncnpaticm and was m tl.nctnmd throngh with E@pthn olamms

when the Hehmwa 1nva¢ed the oonntnr. The Hebrowa. conaeqnentls. on enterlng -
Pa.lasum. were i.n hmaﬁtate contact wi.th a.x high],v ‘advanced eompoa:lte aivlu-
sation of the Qanaanites, built up Ia.rgel.v out of mbgimm; apd nguan elemorith
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This Camia 'ol.vllh&tildn had already pnsnnd. thrméh a long amiﬁl.euparlence

during whidh ttem devalnped s.lao mny cultnnl elemsnts du® to tim Camaanites
th_amslws. {"tndoad." saye Brmstod. nit wae without doubt tha vsr: hnsna.ga
_ sns.m the Hobrew invaders fonlll in Palestine, the Canaanitish apeeoh,

~ current thua at that time, which the Hebrows adopted and whish haa daaoe:ﬂed

1o us as the Eebm of the Od Eastmnt "}

Althmgh Bmated asserts that "n.nhppils" 9 knm nttle of the
moral history of thess pecple; i.0., thn Camaanites, hafere the Iamanuah
invasion, Hright'and.ﬁlam &8 ﬂec].m.that ths rau-g.lma 1life of r}amn'at this.

time Iad reached an umly lm :hwal, vas of "barha.rm clnmater", and was
an imortant motor that Mnﬁemd the davalopmnt of ﬂlln Chmanita oivlumtim

B _ _
' Man,v gule wore bslieved to axl.at and "e1” was omldemd tha father

-of these gadis. ('&'ﬂght & i‘ilaan. PP 36 £f). na ua tha "fathe r of man" as well
as of tha gols, the "tathar of yeara" anpd "cmtor of cmtures"* ﬂno of his-
; apithets Wag "hull" \nﬁlta Whloh he was ].!.kmad toa bull 1n a. hs:l'd e.f cous and

calves. He ﬂa.a benevsd to have a wlfe namad n Aaherah (1 Kinss 1&:19) nho
was sn,ppoaad to lnve borne him a alsa&ble family, composed of same"” 70 goda and
| goddeasae- Chief among tha offaprlng, as son or granison, was Baéad. whm

- the people callad fa.mninr]g 4jaa 1 ("Lorﬂ“). Baal was the personiriaaum

i of all tuoaa forces in natm whinh prodnoad nln and vegatqtion. Ee wzs the

loﬁ of heaven anﬂ aarth. .whose kingdem was "etermal to a.ll gammtions"

In northern Syria, hie vide w‘. velleved to be Amth. 'vfhmsb in
Palestims later anothar goddaas mred Ashtoreth (astazte in Gmkl waa nte
'wifa. l!oth gcﬂﬂaases wera the paremiﬂcatiomof dove and ferituty. Other

gda wem !ﬁaz (Daath), mal's eneny3; Basneph. the ged of peatusm and lord
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- of- the undamorld Shulma.n or Shalim, the god “ho brings hsaﬂth* anha.r or

Kothsr. tha gnd of arta and cra.fta 1ncluding msio- ets. .

The var&ous at-o:daé tom about the gods and godﬁa}sssa (ﬂ.a., the
' -mythology )} were actuzlly means of azplai.ning how the mtural fomes of the m
world operated. Chief amﬂng thess waa the aa@ about mal (mm a::i 'i‘egetation)
. being mrdered each spring by Mot (Death} a.nd eaning to nte again in the fall.
ikms the cycle of ali.m:—xta in Canann (dry, minleaa sunmews and mlny winteral

- as ashnt th}sy ,
was explained. The amaaing thing ahmt the geﬁa,ﬁ.ﬂfm were omceived in

Camaan, is that thgx mad no E ral character whagngar. In faot, thair conduct
vas on 4 much lover level than that of society as a *ﬂhoh, 1z we'gan .indga )
" from ancient _cod&a of . 15w, Ger;ainzx th;e .b:.:n:_tality of the wthglpy_ is far
worse than .amhem else in the Near mat'at.t:hat ti.mé._i’:‘ora'h_lp I}f-thesé gods -
carried with it some of the most demoralizing p:actlhuaa then in 'exi.afanca__._,
imong them weye child ‘sacrifice~-a pradyice long singe discarded 1n
| Egypt and 'miwmia“ ;acmd proatiﬁutinn, and smake worship on a.' ac;\le unknoen
ameong other pecples. | | -
(this 1n£o§§:a'_t-im isd iargél,y culled from the redently-discovered

U'garit texts dating abont 1400 BGE, aml also .'from the Tel-m-amarm httarﬁ
which diaclose the. dri.fting of Hebm\n nmnada into Paleatine and revaal data
on pre-Israelita &man. ‘These docmnts, which were written in a nsw

cunsi form alphabet closaly akin to the Kehra'a of tha 92. oontain a portton of
: ths lung-loat Canaanite religiune literature and mythology, frequent allusions
to which occur i.n the GT, as ve shall see. Tha texts also oontain mng vaorda
and phraaas borraved bg Iarael, and provide a gmt deal of Mormum
about Camanite pestgy, certain forus of which sere bovrowed by _-th_a Israelites

" and used in their own psalmedys Judges B; II Sapuel 1519; Ps 29; Ps 68, otc)e
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It vas not long bofore the I;aljaalit; amiquemrn, vwith the exception of
s.nma. famlﬁoh {such as the Rechabltes) .bacama thoroughly merpged ﬁg:lt_h the
é_onqneracl Cacaanites, adépting the custéms and ccnsequently, tc a greater exten
the :rengio-n of the httéfr. {Por s detailed dismssien of this "narger" progess
‘8ge- the "Pliqﬂseea", pp 187 £¢, where it is pnlnt;d ont that as tta Iamli.tea
a.dapted thamaelvas to the soil, sam of them forgot their early pnri.at dontrine
‘ whioh censidered degrading the entira agricnltnm o:lvinsauun,- .inolnﬁ.lng.
the bhilding of hoases and cities, planting vi.ms and tmea. 'aaaring ommsnts
of gold and auvor. rtd!.ns horses, pnaaassing nharicts. or Imildlng a temla

for their god or rapraaetana thelr sod in statnaa of stam or wocd or sold. etd

Canaanite _éanctg_si'ié's cont Lmed. to exlst as smnotuaries’ of the mixed
faca resulting frem the fusion of o'mquarcfra--é-n'd chnquered. Ia‘cuordi’ng'-to kanmt-
at theaa mmtuarlea I.arael acquirad the patriamhal herces aaaooxated with
them. Thus, at Bathe]. Iamel 1aarnad the traditlon of Jacod; at THamah, of
P&uhel- at. Sheaham, of J-aaph, etoy, and thase now dbebng regarded as a.noeatora
of the united people, Hoald have deeds gasigmd_-t_o them which in pre-Israelite
tioces had not I_:ee_n_ told of them. With the groaing sense nf'unity-‘of. the mtion

teaditbons origimily local obtaimed a wider currency asd,in tle cautee of
tima. the reputad anoastoas of clans viers m@.xﬂad as ancestors of gmt tribaa
or even the whole :at!.on. (Pertnpa. sqys Kemstt, the only sancjnary during
~ the _perhod of the Judges whiéh might be .tagirrleﬁ as genuinely "Iamqlita was
Shilch). ' o | |

That the mugim or Iaracl ehmld be gmatly affedteﬂ. h;r camm

vwas 1mvltablo. Sima in prlmuve tinss, agrmnltum was bound up with mugtm'

80 that agricnltnml opemtions might a]:neat he reckened as ritual ohaervanaea.
a’ pastoml pe opite 1:3 gdopting agrlmnum wonld almost of neceasity. adbpt the

religion of the agriculturists. Hence m@gpl,te feasts bocame Ismelite and
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the pame Wasl by which the Camanites dsvoted their God, uas applied to
YHUH. (B'qnsehbﬁ gods appeat to have been commens=—l Sammel 19:13; Geresls 31:19);
horé and there a chieftain or wealthy mn, such a3 Gideon.or Micah, would build

a agnctm for an idel which would be reverenced bty the family 'm'_- ‘tFibo.)

_ Amons the .othar Camsanite 1nﬂnancas weres . (1)the local mnt.s ;.-f #

I early Molooh worship (sacrifices of first-born uhuﬂ:an. a mn: traea or ahich™

remains in the story of Helchhadek). (2)nigh places with altars. (which appear

to-.ha.va been mmmerous, tosether with larger aa‘hntuaripa_ with templaa and;idola. .

. The more important motua‘riea had’ nr@ntzad prieét_hoods mitli tha priest Aatih‘g as x

repusnor of religious tm&itim. cuatodlan of whatever mna were kapt, an‘l

.poaaasaor of the oraele (saored lots) whi.oh anahled mm to baonna the expemnt

of the ec:men laﬁ; (3)the x_adsuhhn. "sacred rem*, '-.'a_ho acted as _snrrq@tea of

" god in stimlsting the reproluctive powers of __pa_-ﬁux_'e.._whé -aaqnﬁlqg. otthe fipet

bora, 'Iénmtf; asahﬂa._ waa a-ssooi_é.tod with Ii__adaﬁﬁim;"alnoé t.ha “oponlngdthe

wqmb",- the fruttfulmka 'or'mrrlage,.ms aéoribaa to tha'unian--w:lti: tha' ‘gad "

Y aati.;a in tha poraan of the Kegeshim, the ﬂrat-horn mtml]g being m@nled ae

tha prnperty of ths gode Ths office of the esored wanen, Eedeshoth, nay mve

been an axtension of tha ¥e@oshim prtnciple, or my have been dl.mcﬂy dsrtvod

from Aahteroth worship {aee abova/ p 34)y [Gldl.vimra, Kosemin, who appear as

prmimnt ﬂ.guraa d'uring Iamenta momrohy ﬂx.ﬁwxx {Isaiah 8;2; Micah 3.7).

(’”rl@:t & Filson lonsi.tiera these ef Bﬂwlonian orlgi.n, aesouiatad with thﬁ {}ilg&.mesgl

epla. m].nam, hired by tke king of Nambd to au_r_'se isracl 18 oms of ths_gg—_._‘_._ ;Ia_ter |

prohibited by Dantoronmg 183 9-14)» | | :
{In amklng of thnae ohd. ascenalmd the divine un by mmmx

maaae. we aheuld msn:ion papphata and seers whn claimed Mum lmmlsdga thrmsh

intuition amix or 1nap;r&tion-_ Orxgi.muy the ‘prophets appea® to mv:e bean grmpa
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enthusiasts who stirred up the martial spirit of the pecple taattiﬁg forth
mjm'-"s will in war) but with the advent of peaoo' thaet bocame aip-onﬂ_nta of his will

Ain other mtters.)

| It 1s of intemat.' to point cut tiat during this period of the Judges,
Israel ®as o loose federation of tribes being chiefly im the cenmtml riggs of
- éa_lo_at;m. while arcund her =% were siz_mgz.v organised neighbors. The tribes were
bel® Itoéthar. not bxla central pﬁnuoal figure who exercized dictatorial comtrol,
* but sclely by a common $raditdon and 5 religicus bond or "coveumsnt". The vlalb:.é
aymbol of the bond vas the “Ark of the Yovenant® which during most of tie pericd of
tto Judges rested in the cenmtral sanctuary at Shilch. ¥ith no oa‘htral aavamt
the trivés would be in constant danger of attaak from raiders and “oppmssora"
n_n avery hand, unless the Israelite sense of mmx religicus ur_nty were kept so
stmg that dangsr to cme tride wamld 'Lmdﬁtp)y cauge all grlbqa to ocome tolts &
| But .-aceorﬂ'i.ng to .tho Book eof Judges, and as refleated abbi'e,-. tha peeple
in settling down to an agrl.eultural lide sncuumsﬂ in ]arge rsagare to tm aednotive
mture worship shich the rallgion of mnaan. uhmver theg did this, ws ara ta‘l.ll,
ged sent "opprossora? to affliet them (Jt@a_ea 2)- In other nonds, themm -
paganism thet adopted the weaker the o AP Ao - Aama". éﬁa the more
- aaoh tride tended to nva by and for iteelf, laonted from the othar trl.bos. 'rhls

&im.n.tty mde euhjmttona.n oppzeaaicn &y ontsidera mhuww eaw. ,

‘ 'ca'z:;pleta d.l.aaater far Ierael in t'haaé d::lsaa--m-a a.hoi.ﬂed' ' apo@ams
leadera wﬁo wara canad “judges". These figures hava- bsen called "c.!nﬂ.amatlc"
laadars becanse thQ were baliswd to possaal some. apeom gift of Gdl'a gmoe.

_ They were set apart from othors hy epeol.al abilities, such ae" mnﬁtarx prﬂaaa. |

wisd an, honesty, and natnml mpaoltlea for leadership. In Q_Lspuies -yetm



individuals agd Mmilies, it was culy mtuzl tint tho Gases be taken before

guch 1&601-5 for decision, In thl.a way the name ﬂjuigaa“ wae given to them, tM'

fnr the most part the stories about them appear as milisary leadara. (Zne
~ obharismtic ;n_tn_n of the leadership of this pericd is comsidered a -mmup

- Iain_e;itlsh‘ feature)..

© SHORPLY sPTER 1200 BOE thore appeared in 8o the sntharn matal phin

- a pawla called FhiliStines (from whom the nam "Paleattm“ w38 Istar dnrivad}.
Botween 1050 and 1020 BCE (when ths ‘ark was taken to the ﬁienple_ of Dagon _en‘l__ -
_mnm ;sae &e'&trwedgl the Philistines were able _fo danimate .Iamll ipolbtiqa._ily,
and it is t-hege_!on. at bhis tims that the lsmél-i_tou m_to'Samsl demn'nng :
a king who would organize them ani drive off the c;ppxhobo:-' 2ims beﬁﬁ the

Of the religleus htutm of Isml mﬂar the nmnh: dotm to the mlﬂdla

of the 9%h century BGE there is little 1n£6mauon. ?wa haar of aml‘a omstﬂetim

| of altars (I Samel 14:35). of David's bringl.ns the ark to Jan_sam amd institu=

tion of a sanctuary on Mt Zicm (tip court became not only the cemter of political

unlty, but religicis unity ae well, II Samsl 6), of Jolamen's bullding of the
Tmla {using Canasanite artiste and architects, empi’wi‘n’g Canaanite métc a:ll
instruments in Temple wership), and of the adqsuon of Bethel and Ban a8 the
- Bational a-amtmriaa of Worth Ismi aﬁ as a ut—otf against. Jamlan _
{These stor!sa. Fonrett olaims, are net- cmtmomry hiatap, mt halcns
toa la.ter porld. ﬂartaln fhajoa of primluve Ismonto roligion, annh aa. the
hack.lng to pieces of igog “before YHAH" (I mmn 15:32), the mptsm of
tho ark as the YEWE'S actml dwelling place, the mthod of its :amml !.na asn
cart dmen by hormd cattle {11 Sammel e_..s;-, David's dance befors it -(_;_1 aam 6314)

have éutered inte the mrmative thanks to the "imadvertence of tho dditors").

o=



" ng on the mtlon accoptame of tho prbuoipls - "No God but YHWE in YEVE(S lami...

'ISRAELITR nm.mwus histery i1s sa3id to begin about tho m8ddle of the

9th century BCE when a mow danger for the roligion of YBUB had boen broaght
about by Omri's IBZXXEXBER (682 - 871 BCE) alllance with the kingdam of
2y7e and $to mrriage of hls son Abab {871:€852 BE) with Jossbel. ﬁhmna
JHUH, at leant in mme, had doen accepted as the sols god of tho mﬁm- Bat
nos anattmpt was mdo to introduce the worship nt the !:r!aaml. and = this
us tho more dnnaama since many elemsmts of the mmnna roligion had already
passed over into tmt of lsrael. This movensnt, which Iad muﬁmtlo_ popal ¥
~ appeal, vas mmiy résisted by the Gilead!toxpaspaty prophet, Elijah, {671 ~
E] 8 861 BOE), who left to his successor, ﬂtehs (m = 787 BCB) ke task of
'mmum cauge of YHVH apainst Baal. lt mmdﬁrmﬂmu torlom
hope for Omri and Adabd wore pwerfal kings, but tko party of Elimcha, at hs_t_n_-
M oith m ald of Jebu in overthroving the dymsty of Omri mtn me;am

It 1e d1fflenlt o determise whot % ﬁmaif"-a sohool attemym mmfm

'in fhe worship ot m, ht it is probable, says Keﬂmtt. tlnt ths nplmn:s
of the YHWH mugion mm now formally sst forth in the ancioht Doﬁlqu.e (ahuh
~ can o Aistizguiaied In both of the earliest documents of ho remaewna

. Mcm 58 G: hdml 8 2031} and sh.loh €as paorlah:l: drawn up I.:n xwmu-n :
. gemel and snnaeqmug adapted in Julaém during the reign of Jcach. ]B.'ha angxm
draft of this Docalogue was prahsblg ds=un ongraved on two stone tauata which
were preserved at Bathel. anl the Judaen cepy on two similar tauots whiah. since
the inmdicated nm'a nght against any otker goed, nle.ht e mmm ta tho am,
which mad pnhh]g been criginally the postadle shrims of YESH'e lman-'thn
' ’hrwe earaph--and which perhaps 68ill omtai.md iﬂ in thia iRy we. m exphm

mawsmttNMmmtohmnadm'ukdthoi:ovemﬁ'}. ;_



g :'s' TINE nor $o mm up the first mgor phase of lsmelts roligioue

hvalm and to cutlime the status of the etul.eal mqnlmmnta at thn

pm-pmhotle period ﬂ:loh ﬁara dumﬂad of Iaml. Tho cenception of YHVE
'}ne nes aah‘l.-wd dcﬁnltbun in tha nlula ot‘ the Ismenteuo m I.slta ‘h

wmuvwmmmf - o e L
. a)his mmz ohaﬁatar, b)h:la pmr u.u.. hts anpartm' smuath ovor :
other gels). Both una attrivutes vore matfssted 1n the oxolus frem Eypt .-
mutm caaquest otmmra. ummm-. ahonedm LN
\ Iaml's mtﬂarlqa a.nd mmlad hla atrengsh in &enwrtu thea I.Mo the
Pr@hsd Imﬂ.
_ maad on thsn twn mtim of m aemlnalhgum wam _
dmnm dlamls Y. : .
- nlsml mt b tha peqalo of m !.-e., hml m fear lmn (am _
- inmebafamm hnnman}, mt suhnit toﬁh wﬂla mat nwmnh mm; ;
mt obey ma omﬂmta aa :emled thrm@ na apahmn; mat $rust in
His prﬂma or pmuum. and mugt love Bim. {Mrm biblical reforences -
for these alhghmu are found in L. Be 'Pat_dn'i essays in PHE EVOLRION OF -
RIS Yy Smath, Pp- 268 160 ££.) ' e
alhml mat wmhip m other Goa tmm was especially halataat
1a this demand).
Anegiaaoo tn YHEE cnlla tor hoat.tlny to ail othar 3015, Mi.oaﬂng
that diler gods did exist, tut that they mmst net be worshipped.’ (mna__ is
called honetheiem or menolatry, rather than mmtm) '

- a)The divisitées of ctler mticns vere forbidden—viz, m@n‘-m | |
the'!.?rm mal-—(hnt r&misﬁn. mal.-r:il'na- in Ismel were allowsd t@_-lﬁj?@ip-_‘-tﬁalr
'anaaetml gm. I Eings u.v; 15:11-35). ' |
| d)Camantte gods vere forbidden; l.e-, while "hala" weza cmuand
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forelgn gods, their worship was probidited, dut ©ren YHEH abearbed them and
apprepriated thelr danctuaries, they were regarded as mmifestations of Bime

: -(m_gnn conturies prephets a.ppeand unable to compromise vith Badl).

Smtmtj tm!ﬁ the Camanite gods imvblved dest.mou‘m- ef't—hsl’r
._mnetuariea, hol.a atonsa, altnm, imges, akhamlm. avolm ar. tmh' msm
| (k as.aclknmmmm gram making tmtles vith them, or mrriages wlth thems

 Auniblation of te Camsanites was aloo comanied lost thot should seduce lsrael

i ulto wmtpplm thelr gods (Jm 511?' 3:25; I aaml 1.5:23 il aamal 2133;

“Wmodus 8BeB8)e L o oL . -

‘0)¥he Mt of m md (l.a., the @trita, "uluhlm", such a.s the
gkoat of Samuel ln &m 38:18] was torhidﬂon as wore the m.gtm arta (dlvlmﬁm

I_anguma. charme, eta) which were rs&ﬂsd as halunsi.ng te th m:lta of Sther
gods and as rivals to tha logittmto mathda d lnqniry, mc& as tho a:k, ophd,

"urmmd thumm. and prophaey nhm helmaad to!m

- .Along with this oonception of al].egla-n_na to YHiH and hostilit-jr to his
_ adveragries, there develeped the allied ccaseptions of ™olimsen, “umglean®
and "olean" Honanaa @as.mere & B physical tlan a meral guality, cne thas
coild do tramamitied to m everything amotad with the d.e:lty (he]w
~ plaess, holy tress, hnly atmas. holytemples, holy mnta. sms.. and 'hu]g
'thamfm, in ¢this aarla mngioan 86188 maam “tata for YHVB". ;
| "!hclmn en the. ntherpnﬂ.. mt 'tabn“ for some othsrgaﬁanﬂ
inclufed eve vthing ‘connscted with the Iorﬂap of other gals, ewwth!.hg
ematad nm fonignsra aho were aorahlppara 6% other gods; all mam
. dsfaots vhidh wam mnmd Lo hs caused hy th activity of eﬁl Bpiri.ts,
evarythlig o.cumscted with. ml 1ife bosause this vas assooiated with utnm

cults, ameng other speclfic tabae which were o be avoided by tie I_iab_mnm- ;
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- aglean” denoteﬂ tat whl;ah vas not "tatu® for mﬁ nor "tatu” for angthsr

-y

ged a:tﬂ.whloh therefore might y.nmsd fraely- Vs

Saaém to this fniamental demand--that of alleglance—vhlch dolief
in YHWE compolied fxmxtim arong the sraelites wae that of morship. This
aem mvolsaﬂ'?dévé:lm' of the 1ea of oﬁm- pmau sherein YERE .
mmled }Illnaau' "holy objects” m::h were fmnl at the ho].y pkﬂan anﬂ. i.n |
‘ _whld: the mmt.y d m gpot was fooused, “hel.v elma" which wam. ao to o332
| spaar.. mw*s grnee Mswmmmmm apt to be rm tian at other |
.thms {tm "ho!: timeg® wiich were minly survivals- trm mue mnmu.
Hosale lm_ltnt_lqpa, a.r._ﬂ Wh- institutions were dividéd into s a_]_agsma-
mical foly days (new mooms, tho Sabdath), dlpastomsl holy days (Fassover,
the tullaa_"a.hhna'i piigr_&mgo feasta which .orté_i.mt_ed in the n;mdi-clbéﬂ‘_odl;_..
‘ _o-)agrtcutnm holy dage (malnly of Camanite influence, Feast of 'waana.' Peast
E “of ln@thaﬂng, ata}. m a)&bh&iul yeaTs } The rites which obta.imd at thosﬁ
holy days=—4.0., the etroking or ktsslng of the holy ob&eot.udamlng bafom
. YHUH--wers pmlhnmw to the act of animl aacnnoe which, in prlmnim
comptl.m. hotokmd a ml in unld: tha worahipper partook ts aea:ung
' -h.ls cmnion ui.:h his "'ed. .:‘aoriﬁue o.t first hnrn ‘childyen, and tn wm
mses, ahlts, woYe known as part uf the wnrahip proaaedum in aarly
_Hebrew tima {a.lthmgh prophetic oircles were velsmently opposed to tmm‘
_ abtmmtiom). coreuary with tha aaerlﬂco ms the institdtion of pmar
which fmnl tlﬂ anniant Iamlﬁte imuklm thﬂ halp ‘of YHWH thrdnsh hnmeatlm,

' declamtiems, pauum for hmsalf. petititions far others, prunlaao:y pmers,.

argnmmativo prasars, and tlanksglving pmyam.
a3 13 ADPARER?, YHVH'S demands of His puople in tho sarly poriod

sore malnly mm. still mmlus was- a:l_ﬁn--é_'vltal part of His aawm. '



.-“'

| _zﬁw soolal nsages of that time whidh today vald b aasidered othlall;r
in‘uffa:ant sem then m@ﬂaﬁ as nuglma htles protoated M’ dlvtm :
sanst hlna, @hile othar métors which to ns m of Mahsn ethzcal l.mport

wers apparently ignered.

‘é’hat we omsi.der nn:lvaml bnmn righta w38 tmn tpemtha onJ.v
. 'gor. tho "Ismuto“ to vham thn blbllal appnlatim ”bnthar amr.l “nai@ﬂnr"

mihly appl!.ad. Baaplta the ﬁ fagt that the Book e! the - mmnt pm]alms

B “&h alien thm m:.t not wrong, nebther amn thou oppress nm. far 39 wore aliens

&
in ths land o-.l.' Rmt“ ®e are aware tat m—lsmb&ues coul mtaiﬁa the

| -yale of mmnl Gbllﬁat:lem. (!nltnmnz axtamimtim of mmnitas. mlakltea, |
. Rom!.tas; on mstﬁetion of h@l righta for anana in Iamla aanlns of
'qmm forbidden to xsmama permitted to mon-Ismaclite, ezactiom of amm
- of an.alien, mtn.g QOat from an anan.) Hobrow slaves, uomen aﬂl mmm
. -wam denhd oivll privilsgas anhmgh they 5o guarfed from gmss ahuae

; 'anﬁ ﬂumtuan.

Zarly llehﬂtl ibg&ah_ttm Ia‘asﬂraé the Israclites the __r.gy_' 'pl' of
1ife (1m1vina_-t!a prénciple of bldtd yevenge, oities of refuge, 1&!
eallema.s, ete);, ¥ é ] _'of libel_ty'( ne m‘i -objac’i’im'uaa raiged asnnas
slavery which wae than a uniwml. oﬂentah imtltution; mmppm a Mn

-fm- aalll.na l.nto alavam ma punlalnhls by daathl, gh_ta of grﬁﬁy -

: . or lnjuy S0 o
!mal ostate oondrabip uas ‘safegmarded, theﬁ/ﬂ B ramal peoperty wae o

¢ codemmad aml punlsmd, aqnttabh nhtlﬂmﬂm hatuaen wyer a.ul sener. euplqyar'-"f_f

-uﬂ enplqoo, pnmi.pax and agent, luner a.m bomr. craaltor ani dabtnr

- wore’ demanded m praﬂd‘ed for in hgislatlve ealosl. mm
trmmmg maa witnean and perjury, forhidd.lng bﬁaﬂh of nont:acts ahJ.ch

e 7L uere amuemd a rangima as ﬁeu as a alvu offansa singe agmamnt":iman
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omfimmd =ith an cath to Imllj-. Mm (which tha mligim
‘of YHVH I-Qqnired to ha extended to tie eutire mtlm eho were ail "hmthsrs" :

& m "ns:.@bora"; paansh‘lanan, toratvenaaa of h:::uiaa. frl.anhhi.p. gmusm

fidelity, hospltanty, an gamroaitw- all thase mml qualis 13&. mmerocus
examples of ahlah are nma in EVOLETIOE OF ETAICS, PP 183 £2, were urgsﬂ
; upan ahs. Iameutaa mma as dhl.m tmpamttm{aad nﬁhh wam
pedngogieally nlustratsd in t.he 81010 namum metmntins m mml

mauencas of anaient lml'a aalnu and sasaed

G Iumlita deriwd certatn. ri.ghtw fron antly m:a.uom 'Iam
theaa are d.enml.ted ln mrﬁap legialatlm (ln mr $o keep prqpem m the

4 mxy tks dogfrees of ld.nahlp 773 ) clasr).y dﬂlmd}. In aamral, the !mahnd

‘ad a cmmemb:y domlm.nt postti.m in mw mhtlma. pmotlci.ng pmm,__._
' ombsmge, niot. belng - constyained 6 chastity before mrriage or ﬁdauty =
in the mrrighe relatiem. Proms logsl viewpolnt, the Imstand was candidered R
.the “ha&lz or m&r or his wife wb, from all intent and purpm. wa’é-mgrdsd
as the cha.ttal of to mmosbend, 11ks all the rest of his persomal propar:;.
Absomte cl:aatlw was mqui.md of ths Betrothed gi.rl and ths ‘am hdh of
Wiem wa:a sawnly punisbed or ki.uad in the svent of amaeuna to sanuntlm
or infideltty. (Despite the 1nferior lsgal status ehioh a8 asgorded tha _
Ismelite woman, 1t is. hsld tlmt her aatual poa.lti.:m ln the famﬂy a.raq

wag axpaﬁm- to that of lor fello-scmn in othar eriemsal otﬂnmtima.}

Ope of the Iamante wife's chief dumma to bunr chmuen
(hamaa w38 nmmem a cum), and ﬂaulng bor dutw. the huahand took
a socond mife (acecu:_xt_,h:g for polygamy) or com!_slm__g; fn the caso o: the
‘daath of the msband, the marest ml Inlgtlw of ths damsad_aaqﬁ";'@ijgim )
to take his widow éul_‘ raise up gsed for him. Alse, a mn nlshtdim his

wife for tarrenses or for axy other cniiée. a8 was Samitl_o custeoi.



‘legally, Leraslite paremts Iad the right to put thefr dhildren
to death, bat this ®as aaldm practiced on account of the 'dsveidple‘d'n'fanaa
.. Iof ;amntal love and the eraving for children. A father cmld, hmvar. sell
his children’ 1nto alavary {a daughter cenld be sol.d as a widd or as a omhins -
slave, or \e dodiua:ed as & Mamﬂl. s gamm. chndean'a punlm m B
not differ :rm tmt at ahves as lom aa tm mzma umer ‘the pnmtal rm.
if a mn mammﬂm 3::1. his only puﬂahmns wae thsf. he %
 mast wmr ﬁmrtha dww that wold have gmm if e!nhad bunsaldaa '
- a ufa, thia lnliaa.tlm that eeduoctim was :Bgazd'od mmly as lnvaaloa o! tm
property #ights of a tler in his daughter. e il T
- On the othsr mml, ohildren were mquind to hmor fatlnr aul mmnar
and atrlms or cursing tm was punishabdle with death. 4 mhanim ana la.a to
te zeported to the olders of tk aity, am t15$ were %o stone him to deatn, %re
only specimd nghu of ahudnn in Hebreuw lagialaum wore thcaa af mum
A1l am ahamd alum in inreritancs mpnﬂesa of the status of tm mother £ .
| (whethar ombtm or elawj. fiton-a mn Is f¢ no sons, his daughtar ummaa hia
prppeﬂ,y. with tha prcuao that she should mm men of hely can triba to preven
the pmthllity of pcq:eﬁy baing alianﬁtad from the tribs. 20 insure- tta mi:n—
tenance or the amastml amt. the £irstbom som vas ampenutad aml ‘a deubln
_portion of the aatata. 7 | : _
~ Slaves atood in much the same rolatien as ohiRdden to the mm of E3
‘household, beucs thsy did not feel mrdshio ln thel.r positéon. Rhey wam psrsonal |
- property, and i.n.;uw to tham mt be ‘eompensated to their mster. spaa!.al pmisim
sag mde for the Hahmw M sho enslaved for debt was to'be ‘et r:aa i.h the

seveuth yaartnebmw woman alaw vas not set free in the aavanth year, u mrrl.ad .

‘during his thra.lldnm, the Eebm slave nmld taks his wm sith mm o Ieavlng, h

sxoepting ,“heﬁ _tb_ﬂ mster gave him a wife, she rernimed with the m;gﬁ,e_.:__ug tl@ =R




 ‘slave's £roedam. If the Hebrew slave pmfm’red to ramin with his mester after
'tha -sewanth year, he was hrtmgbt to a sanctuxzy, hia ear was plamd with an awl,
then b mnn:luad in pemnant sorvituie. Other hsislauva provi.aim for ahwst
a master vho killsd his slave was punished, but uct with death; a master aho
“injured hlaalam wzae obliged to set him or her free; a mm.way aluva wae net

to Bo retureed to hia magtars

. The anciont Hobrew laglelt.ai.on alao daﬂmd the righta darivad rran

_ govarmsntal ralattm. 'Rulara were aansidered oﬂalmd by ed mmas at the
.aamnd nf mﬁn appolatad Judpes aui omaox-e. ku:gs were ohoaan and aminted

/ lw prcpheta) and. accordlngl.y, it was the dntg o aub:pqn to nndor tham '
respoct a.ni ohadtonwa “Ehon shalt not xavue Goﬂ., nOT Curse a rn]ar of tlw
‘pecplelle “ |
| JANRE Baggmung peraoml mcmnty. the. canplete subordination of the
_ lndividml to tha gronp in ea:iy tina, and the hck of a fomnlatod ccncaptbon
.of mumz lmnmnty pms underatanﬂabh tie amall davalqnsnt in anciant
.Ieml of the athio o! tha indzvidml. Madeaty was m@md as a virtw, imu:y
was cmnﬁed. gross sanm vwea =ore furbi.mn, akill ann sla&nm and oonnp |
were admlmd, but mederation in eatlng aznd dwi.ﬁklng were. spparantly nttlo

chsrlehed. _ -
On the whols, the chief mqnnomswta of man \!orahip dnring thte

period were riml; hvartmlssa, all the mﬁameml forma of momutr wore
obll@tim to Him. Even in this pmpmpheti.o fom, Imﬁmam wan ethloallg anpariur

to the othar mng_im of amtiquity.

TR
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G’n the whole, the. chief raqn.tmants a.‘.’ YH‘NE worshlp dnnng thia
prid wore. rltml—--mvarthehes, and aigniﬂcanllg, ai.l tln gnnﬂnmntal

forms of momuty were aonaldaraﬁ obngaﬂona to am.

V - NONABCHY:& FIRS? LITERARY PROPEETS (800 - 621 BOE)

‘ In t15 niddle of the eighth cermtury BUE a grest f@ﬂ movement. in

‘I-. the Ianonte ':611310# t‘onk piacm @he vtctcl;ie-s of Jorm 11 (787-747 BOE)
who raotlfled Inml'a bm'dou and domtad the Aramens, were attrihnted to

I-m the "Ba.v of YHWH" was W oelahnted w tha mases of the pecple in
ths Tomple with saorifices and offerl.nan- Through meaqsed cmam, ths
mtlm bm propes'ma. and olml&mmnly tha roligion becams. pemrtad.

. (l&_ageriala for the saorifices were obtaized thru extortion. The $echabites

anﬂ_pi'opb.-td objeoted to these pa-m_ralm};

Sacrifices now became integral to ihs YHVE religbmm - ror animals
were eaay to progure, and wealthy mtricians sa.t!.lﬂod thelir gluttow at

L mrlﬂom ﬁaasta while believing they were propi.tuting YHWH.

mos (?sv - 747 BCE), the plebeian shepherd of Tokos, protsam auuna _
the pamrtaa rengima pmetioas, wam!.ng that bacaunsa of the ains the Rizb
Divim \u!_ath nm}_d snbju_g&ta Isvael theough aeayr}_a {Borth Iamal came to
anend in ?aé_-s};m with the fall of Samaria)e mewnu;y, Anoa ﬁ@.med '
sacrifices as a middirectiom of esrgy, mina that YHSH requires meroy |
l-mtaéd. He also staesssd that Israel's ﬂathéfﬁ_worﬂiippad ul.t.lu_:lm. mofiﬁn&&
In bls eyes, il “Day of VHNE® origimlly directed spainst uléqllifs-nioﬁa.l

emmnies now became aimsd against all _mi@tgunamaas'



BOSE. (747 - 735 B0E), the peasent prophet framtie north, presents

a darkau- picture of the Iomelite rallgi.m dtu-lns the dags of the _mnm.rots. o i

. Be danmcoﬁz the rl.tua.:l. sins of Baal worahip, mligiona prostimtion,

- futility of meriﬂ’éas, egserting that aanctuarlen are the cause of Iamel'a -

, d.agtmdatlm (‘ﬂﬂiﬂ 13 God of justice and lm, not rltuallatiai, attacking

sups rstitlma -xavorama of Bathel go].den tmlls which msmatad in mtum

worehip/ It is probabdle tiat Hosea bogan the moverent shich later xntruinnoﬂ_ «

the Ie.w prcai.;bitlne 1dol-worahl.p I.n Isra.al. nla inflnsace is slao appmm
o Jerem.lah's taaohin.ga, his mn u.maa, hosever, @were not prup 1ticna

f£or rauglma reforms. ln 734, shortls after Hoaaa s praghaos. Elnlat- '

e % -33__.1&53: IX i;:?ndad ﬁolrthern _Iamel which 1’911 oomplstely in 723 BCH.

Baapttoltha daportattm"af thendands of Ecrthern -'ramulitéa- by. the

' Aswrians. the wcrath ‘of YHSH oontlmed. The mutnmm of nom’
nropmalas, that is, ths destwaction of the !dels and nnotmrlas in

- w22 BBE.. stmngt;hamd e refomrs, and mmlteﬂ in the snhraemnt of the
Dacalrgus by the law forhidd!.ng MOl-worahip {Zxodus 30:83). Aacordmg

tc Kenne ity the attampt to win over the haathan imposted from nortnaeut
anapetamla mﬂ the sa}rlan %nim regulted in farther dsvalnamnt of tha
mutm rsugzc-n. )

) In Judah ntﬂa 13 Xnosn of the religims 1ife from $he paricd of
the reformaticn of JOASH (629 - 880 BCE) until that ef AHAZ {-?42-?35- BCE), |
but £t 13 baliaved. ma Eenmott, that onan rallglms 1ifs -‘was not
superior to that of nartham 1srael.

zaam [758-64& BGEI. the "e.rlszoent' frem nemﬁalam. omtrlyuted

%o the rallgiws. devaloprent of Israel by 1nsi;s_tl_ngg.1).on the i_;;qmpatibnlts

of YHTE's majosty and holimsas with imgs-symbole (tbis is coneidered dus in



R msasure to Haea's m!.'luemal, and ennealvi.ng of YE® ia niger tomg |
-zunﬂmncln.g Heze&h {726 - 697 BCE) to eanw oot drmastie mfm. such
as the dae:mtiun of the bronze seraph (II Kinga 1834) v={Rag !ha Domloam,' R
o8 view amrta. m was s accepted from Nortborn Isresl as- the legacy
of Enm annng the reign of deash (s:ss-soo BCE), now 1n01uﬂad prohibiticns

. .aminst malten 3nda !Exulna 84:17} — tho uprenung of the aahe:ahm hl.sh

'_p]aoas. m:a paopla ware angared ﬁ' tbeaa dn;atic mform lIl Elnae 18182)

o mt tha mmee of mmrlb alaetmekad dng - revolt (Isalah'a atm

pmmiaa al m’a prntvaotim amhl&d hiw to inflmence Hamkiah'a :anbms

l.mmtlmh %A

_ séf_{e!' -Hﬁ_ﬂjﬁk(&h; o desith, menotbelsm ssamad doamd 1n Juéa.h because -
of the imtreductien of aﬁﬁan@ ;iparail-tim and maw' mlts af:%aw-ﬂan :
offioials and aat'f_tiﬂra. (It 18 éna;aatetfthat LLETEE f_d.mign iﬁﬂmuﬁea'
also effedted ﬁav&imhla Wt.a in aame nf‘t;ua @icities Jerusalem
worship: witness, Ales (752) adopting the altar pattern of Detmscus (II E 168

| uAlie in Joskn, TENEDReRBA in Jewazly und reform wes adied untes
Mamageeh (696-642), iu Samria the fature Logked brighter. Acoosding %o
Kélmatt, -IHWKm was one of the many oculis among '.t.ha impbrted zdmizture of
in@mpmq. Philistines and others. Because of their tlos with the reyal
fanily, the priests at tio great Bsthel sanctuszy vers doportsd, and the
sork of z\.mos, Hesea, Elijah, and flisha seemsd imperiled. The tnrning polnt.
appeared to haue- .‘m with the plZgne ot-‘?the niona'a.fter_ the 16:13 sar and
tie depop‘nlatim. The prophats nos appaalod to tkz mu settlors, saying tm.t'
the mgledt of YE'H cult was mapmlble. and the Assyrian k:.ne ten auhed_
the priests to m_tzm and teach the YHIH cults _-(i'n win the lmart_ed' sottless
over to mm. the building of altars uas ammmged. I Eings 13:30). An
hnportans dowlomnt at this time was the fact that the gom hthal hull



'. _-jf',-'sa
waa dutr@ed am tha mthhite prh athoul worahipped w!.tumt mnla toaahina

ths prmuiﬁ Deoslogw wit.h tk anti-.‘-.maga clanse.

To instruot the ausn stoak in lsmnta o aumen lzm -and mnglm W

wnrahip, tha prmi.uw Decaloguo ©a8 cambined mth a olonacuan of laua !elab-

ing adw to mvuw. prensrty, ete. in oﬂer to nn!ta the &mrmn pthtim
ina untﬁed o atem of mstoma. {Zxodus aecza - ?.a).

mrthar. to mlma the Samaritans with the tzadltions of Iszael. B

- (tbe B’lehlsﬂ docnnmt was prepared fran lq{cal damtw mmtivaa, lnclﬂlig

the patrhmhsl haonda, tha Emtlan exo&na. the wildermas epiaoﬁa, tha M

' glving of the v Ly Hma (tm law me ‘the pr!.mltiva Daoa.logue). Aa suppm-"' X

of the thsaw ftlmt '*E'* ua- & dooument Por tlp hasthen popula.ticn. tha
Gomagis 35:2-4: ;

following 1s- ammd. 1w; 2)the proper vawe of Gcﬂ. u na tha Ky
- 6amD &8 mvaaled zo the melm and Nmeag S)Iﬁ:odﬂa 3113—15 ["’.“..-he-;.a" u
. hhmioai with t!n Amlo He un ha"). .Lcaordinglv than, 11. 13 halxl thnt_-_-: '
~ the "B" dmﬁ was promuy oaphtad bg tm ond of the saventh cem '

| with the Batuol mctmw taupomthls ror us ﬂnal ahapo.

The ummga the "E" dooﬁ:mt, 16"y pointed 'mn, provided the

‘st imlus ror the ur!.ting dm ut ethar Korthem Iaﬁente tmutana, éueh

as the amquast of mmn, the axploitl of tm Mges, xi.n.ga. and prsphetn. |
(Evidence; umuah 13 am as & mm pmtagonlat; a)tmae aocmn;s an ‘

by and lsrga trl.omna to haathsns- Sl‘smhers 88 7 - Balaa.m frcm am amﬂs '

- the auporior!.ty ofIKw’E.} _

et N T AN N s
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vi .-m@' LATERET ' mm 29, THEEILE 'aﬁfmﬁ RUPURR (621 -m.m BCB)

In auaan, fcsll'auing tis &eath of l;amsaah {:ra. 641 BGE). tm maothon

a@ﬁmst rafnm almly evaporated. Thﬂ rafomtion impem azze m 626 EGE

 with the mwa nf-tm Scythiza iﬁmeion m nortiern ‘mestina. now mmai.na ;

- Jndah. EM propmts ba@n ta pmch rapentance ae a means of a.varti'ng tlB
thaaatane& blm. JM 96:59-593 BGE}. t_ﬂho preamd for tim mxt 40 B
_years, ahmed tns mﬂuenoe of Haaea {ﬁhich is suggested lu tho thao:y that
- apddr Ps!a:asaaﬁ Jnaean mfom:a fled to &mria}. aaramiah attrimtsd sm
. . oncoming blew to idolatrcus evils plas tha inflosnce of tha_amman ‘anl_ |

Aé@wria.n cults dnﬂpa the Eanagssh ra'_ig_;m._ -

In 621 BGE, d.urlng the yopair of the Qar&pla undor Joaia.h ;659-699],
} & acran ma ‘found which gonviaged Joamh af tm need for redorm. (Kamtt
" vaunta tm t-}mm:y that this sorecll was ndt the Dautnrunmy 5-2;3: pagsage
which, ha" claims, aam after the erile {-598}-',_ bat probasly gha- scroll of
Mioah or lmgiah or Eosea's p;ﬁopﬁaclea brought to Jerusal_e:j:- from Ethﬁl
| aftor Yanssseh's fall.) 8

As a result of thls £ind, the yoforms aumlertaken 1m.£ndeds
, liths deatmctiofn of the emmtr;r danotnaries; 2jthe death o Ebdeahm in _
ths ‘Eang:ls- 3}abolislmns uf foreign culta; 4)the saorifice wuas aalshmted
. only in JeTusalems '

Trooe reforme resulted in omsiderable dissension: tiere was nev -

wrangling between the Zafdokite priests in the Temple and the wmmplqed Smwtt

Leﬂ.tss of ihe ootmtn sanctuarica; the distamse of the central aamm

aamtw 1ed mny to glvo up sacrifices msulung in a class of p:mpiata

plmding for __thai_r mmtitit&.- ‘Those vho fdropped_ the aaeriﬂc_g'q.l&am also.

exhorbed to observe at lsast the great foasts (Exolus 34523}, and the



u:pcrtanoe ot the sacrlﬁcau wme ntnaasd ln retelling the mtmm
aanrlflqaa. 'Ehaaa axhartatim formed the !naia of the "J" dounmnt -

which was attrituted te ﬁinaea.

Jeremiah nppossd these exhortatioms to acrlﬂce {7.22),

attackad tra mparstltiom whinh :I.lnaamd aﬁer ths nform, and the

- moral ovile which Jurked in ths.wmpxe. mm m;p.ennng Mt.aak of the

: uhaldaana led Jetamiah (1n tha fourth pear of Jebotakin, 604503 ) to
" 5 tllcta.ta prophecies to mrm. daying that although the Seythian imatcu
| 418 not cam off, the prephecy of dorp weald cam true in the Oinldean

- attacke ‘ |
N Jaholnchim (sns-m) rabauad amlnst mmmﬂmmr, was
knled 1n the Gmmesn glege of Jomsalam to be monaaaded by hia ~son,
| Jahoiann. who raled rar three months and’ then anmndom- Jahﬁal:ln,
the rmral family, the Zadckite priasts (ahmt 3,023) Bam taken exlle
to !hhplcmia Lie.ttan!ah (aedeklahl, Jehoiaktn's nnole, now was mda king
- of Julsh. Inclded by Egypt, Zedskiak Tevolted, this resulting in tle
daatmct'im of Jornsalem (598 B"'Ei, the ﬂ,'sinple,. the walls, and tha' blinding ;
. of Zedexian, nte depertation with prieate to 3adylon. (Kennett sa,s tnat '
Jorusalem ’om ‘ths trm:t of the atésck, that a aomiﬁembla pq&nlatith |
romined - ova'r whlt:h Genia.liah ben aschikam was appoimted for fi"va yoaws

when he was kil.'l_.ad a.nﬂ the thirxd tmnpporbétlm tocR place).

Pearing Cialdean puntshment for nm geaiﬁ ot 'eedgna&;:& numbe ¥
of Iémlitea'ﬂed to Egypt where a-m_ﬁn of cults were-—at Elepnéntlm
they buils ﬁ'altar .36 YEF:'H- Ia his last years, Jeremiah went to Egypt
300 (poaalhly mtumd to derusslem to di,a). o |

' Jomm!a.h ‘mariced the beginning of mxvxnmum (31:29)
which came with the ‘breakdosn of the mtion—-and Hesala.nic prophecy {8315-3
33;15%.



i _ .&Rer tne destmntlm of éamleé, Juﬁah and Eamrl.a. wan d;mm e
T cloaer togatmr. mm A.amnite priesthood at Bathul wh!.uh m Mwﬂan mars--

p—amitted tc ha e@amd. m sorved at the Jemaalam nanatuaw. MG’!‘ aneh

- .mnsiuus mlon, tha ﬂE“ amd 3" doouments were aleo m:lted intthe "JB". :
dJderusalen ms méo one sanotuEyy, manlt iag in a mmher oi’ unnprmiaea hatwaen-
. the aamru!aaa (aha 1 teaching the heathans teld %h&t aautaoas of em

' ﬁrat hom halmg ta man) and t.ha Judam (who mer Jerm:lah 8 mﬂmm

-'wam opposad to saoriﬂeaa). k- - oy
: ' Anﬂna thﬂ lmportaut omprmiaea wam 1}&¢ﬂﬁoﬂ of the ﬁrat-horn
'uas pmbibited; 2)blood of dmsetic animls wed be poared cm the ground,

‘not on the attara 8)the priaathed, fmrly enclnalvaxx éadim.ﬁe, wa8 uee
;opaned to0 aonntm nainea. 4)certain ua.mm;'tas. no lm@r phaaa for
-s&eriﬁea. wem m:lnhl.md #a oanara ot aaylm {Deat 19;1-15; &;41; Jea 20]?

Qhe ottcwa o:l’ these cmnprm:laaa aud mfms was the *’Bﬂ doeumm
{Deut 12:2.5 wlth the 1aw® stmeaing that morlﬂ.eaa aye ta be off‘erad at
the One 41tar) which also included from "E"'. thn non~Judean taauhinas. =5
~ the great feasts, priest mintemance, emng auperamtm. pamzung the -
eating of flesh at ha=, 1ifting the. saeriflce above the _n_:_amly. float .zmah-"
: level. ' | | ' : _ |
. To avert the 1n£mqmw of mngbnna worahtp. there wm preﬂnoﬂ
hortatoq addaaasoa thrmgh Mosag® mmp. % appease tha Jemmlah schoel
mm lnsiata& -on auat'i.aa ‘and the nmral vh'tnes. there ma mmﬁed the
me Bﬂoalogne (Dant Bl baaed on Joremiah ?:9; 9:1*8. IShacth alau agneﬁ
-- to aceopt t.te Qna Samtna:y {Deut 2?: Hi, pnrging tmlr osn atmea of |

) Mathan aaaociauons and 1naar1bina the men law on. tml. R




P o mmw 6% Seliis S REATEA rallying point for t1e
m.uon. and mueml unity was 80 atmgly taaterad that apnoinl 1egl.sht1m
'm the wew king was inoladed in Deut eronemy ‘17;14-20. The "D mm - ¥
appears to lmve been abcapteﬁ before tl» appo_n;mmn of Zemhbhal as

gOvernoT.

. IN BABYIONIA, the Heus wers mtiamlestic and were less isolined %o
settle down in & forelga countty, as sers the Elspiamtins Jous Who built
Temples to. THE. # he prosence of the Zadakite priests snomg t exiles (vio
s with é.enﬁhﬁ_,n." 597) snd who clsimed only ome sanotuary &R waa _p__oésuza,
ttat at Jerusalem, prevemed the establishmnt of such in exile. - g

b - BAEKIEL (692-570), who Was born the son of a wealtly prisst asscatstod
with the Jerusalem Terple and who was imbued with ZalBokite muuom (enioh
were oreatsd after the 621 refoms), held timt I'sm-e:ll'a dlasters ;ﬂa!é‘dia to.
the sins of his puapla 1.3-. the aoel&leeﬂla, but as a prtesm votaq !
ne omphaeized that these sins stemmed fram $he 1dolatreus pmoﬂoaa '
autanimung the m worship. nia ﬂempnun vas oaaemm]y meaﬁsal.
made olear in hls amtdaarlns ucrln@s a dhlm mtitttlcn.

o E‘I.th som o! the exnas adcapung haamanum, Eseml haaamo "hﬂivﬁ-
uallistie®, atnﬂng to Eeep zmvm gaithful to mwn To vi.nﬂioata Y!dll'
Jutm. ha_l z_mlated cn YHAE's personal relationshiy to the _‘.l.ni_i-.v_ldn.al sml.
{wog 18, echolng ZHIEx J.émhh $1s29}. Ezekiel®s greatest fa.ahgom_t
ﬁhn thah foiging or & weapon mb_lins.m} religicen to ulthstnnd _'l:g'étmn.lm:
believing ns the return to Jerusalem, be qmn'a;m to writing tho" gmnn | '
traditions of the Bemple, introduolng his can improvemsmts bn o1d f_t_’;n,dmm,,_.
and ndmugthmutaa to an inferior position in the prlaatl.vhh r#_ralw.



{In writings eimtlar to Eskiel, ZadaRite priests oclifled the. m of
Holiness (naﬂti.m 1‘?-26] whieh raquires tha aianahtar of &maauc _
a.n!mls and blood-fut - ofterlnga at th.e cantml mnatna.lw. ahowing thia

ts antﬂ’ticr to Dsttorm-l

mm:g thla exnlo (and the poat-axino) psrtoa, uhen t.hn

lamalltss omm into emt mm tm Pon!a.nn and thelr Zoreaatnaniam.

it ia Isu by a mhor of antnorluea Shst "tm relisiau dewlcpmnt of te
neb:l‘aua was affected bg o teachings of Zpreaster™s '
_ ~In vm uz the desgtruction at Jemaalm. "the vaxar cua.ﬂel ot Gol'a _

oun ;;euplo “the outlook aaemed a Imoat homlesa,,wruaa Braden. Bs addss -
| Yot them were those wlxo kopt aaalm that althm Jﬁ@nnﬁ tnd

mu:an npun tha group as a whola a ﬁmmnt seuld yetarn. “s the hnpo of
an earth]y klncdon eteaﬁil;r uansd, partl.mlarl; after their oansaot with the
Zomatr!au religion which they met during the Peratan petbod, the nnta
of i.nﬁct_dml imomlity. with 1ts omamum in a future -wq_-_l@ _rqr the
Mﬁr&m ank iafistios in thiswerld,: bogant o‘aﬁar@. Heaven and hell
degan to find a place in tholr gy stem. Their minis began to tm taaard an
other-ﬁorldb kingdom: whiah uould be nahamd in 2y a divime !.ntemnuon
in mnarmln. Ons large group even m ‘to didsdmm bolisve m tha umt

fen of thm ‘who had already died to a life in the mw klmm. rn other

wo@ﬁa, the. apooal;ptm bhepe became .inlmd uth ‘the Nessianic hep- _

ﬂ!h!a Bm&an adda. "lo paruanhrly nuabh in thoi lattar
bm ot the cm ‘nastmnt, mh ag Danl.el, and even fhore prunmoed in

other bocks huwn as tha Apoomlnl wrlungn. iy

QuIs pmm pmxon mentioned abm comee clearly mgfto i

in the secand year of Darius (530—51911 Zerudadel, a member of an extlod--_ '
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Judean fanily, wss appointed governor of Judea. Seame authoritios hold it
‘unlikely that a lavgs scale return of exiles to Judab took place under.
him, but, they assert, 1t 1s probadle that Zerababel, on Tturn vas acoom~

panisd by a retimy which included a large mmber of ZadcRite '-pmm.

:emm and the Temple were still u mi#a. nami (820 acn),.

' who ﬂaa a mnm Palsatinlan and not anbjaot to hw:lm&m inﬂmniaa. tonk '
adzantape of ths enthusiasm aronsed Ekthz at }iamhbol'-n appoitmm, and urgd
{on &ptenbar 1, 530) the pe«opla to mbulm. on Gotober 2, ths roundaﬂm
atm a8 ma {and tha mmng “ae comphtod in 516)-

?aoharlah lﬁaﬁ-ﬂél, mtumad tm ml\ylmla, nmtlmlad. t\e ﬂam
anthna:laan m the. Imild!ng of the I‘empla, hlt doplanatoﬁ mmtnhsl'a attampt :
to mmn the Jamlam mu. . '_ _ : -

It should be poln‘tod out that Dr. ﬁmusstom. in m mmms.
dechma that zamriah ahmed the omidmbb 1nf1mm mmn Bab:lcnia
E wmm on the aausa. mnlmhﬂg as mfleeted in ths pmhnt's coneptia

of amlelm- In add.ltim te cla.tml.ng the 859 Hea that God apcis to h.l.m i v
through angala, Zn_oharlah le considered by Dr. Flnkhatoln as. tha ﬂ.rst
| !m Jewish ntentnm to sgeak of attnn a8 the angel o! avtl, thsmnh s

mphci.ng .Lhrhnn. tbe zormttﬂa.n "utan"

Zanbaml’a attempt to rabnihl tha Jamsalm ‘walls’ a.ruued the

suspicicms of the Samaritane who thmt m ‘bent en haconlng another '
Solamon and thmtening forced laba'.

In the Sempls at tis time, Joams, the son of Jebosodck, who
m-s‘poaalblg ah aaronite of Bethel, was oppowd bty the rotnm_l.@ ;z'ja}dokitpla

Zaghariah olnmpl:md_-ioahm, with tha.ﬁault tat Mokltea'am_-ﬂg-shd to zare



- serve as prlaatn had to enrcll in tha 4aron guild (thia purportodls explam
"uhw Mklel raiera to the mnaa a.ni Lovlaaa' whma tio Pr:laatlg

Ga:le rodsrs. to the "mmitea and Imitaaﬂ.}

Jaalonsias'nm arm betvesn maris and Judah becwiﬁa'.' among
othsr reasm: Iltw Zamhabal party was otl'mg 18 Jemaalau; E)Eahamlah
-wag mnemu anu-sqmman and had dsvelep&d such a follclll.ng. sevartm
o l.aaa. oaaanual unl.ty cmtimad. n emlnaha tlna Dﬂ‘l’o wrltara o! the
‘ "J & E" dmnss eolhctod mient zmr.utbm et tﬂm canqmata d’ :
Palaaum. am to stom :m mohtm ams the a.rrlvlng mathem, tw
. emplayed stoms of the paat. used lwm iDaut sa). nraed bleashgn [msa;,
- Iand a.ho ussd oalleduﬂa of some of the prophta. ol 5 '

Three n.ttnmpt.a wore made to mbnllci tha Jemaﬂ%am uau. (615, 405,
* and 460-65 BCR). With the pernisslon of Artazerses, Sumritans (.witn_t'na" |
aid of the Ammonites and Mcabites) demolished the wall, hnmd 'tha'-mtea m
carried nf! captives. (3amaria‘'s inducing tho Edamites to ta.nn mrﬁ in the '

attack ®as oonsidered by the Judeans as tmobxy.l _

1 a8, Aviuzersas, _nonvm_e_aa of Jemisd 1igalty ‘becalse of thetir’
nen-participation in the Syrian satrapies’ rebellion, pormitted Fehemiah |
to. ims' Jemhahm and -té mpair -th wall in 52 'de.ys- ﬁemmm ma struok
wl.th horrer by the mgati.nlan Jous tnumrrhgu and difference. in mugtons

attitudes m tm Babylmian Joug. He mtmd to Badylonia, obt.a!.ned m
po:m_aal_.un rc:r Ezm %o _cm to Janmlem_ wlth a ao:l._eet .armp tq m;nsuu-
-m'tomn.-l_ | -.

Bara's att@ft_ to separate the intermrried Jeuws med w’;_fh g-iaat

opposition, T.o establish a mu adthorty, Eira publisbed & mu las mde iy



the mmta prl.eats in hwlwm Hx. D, P, x;. fomd a pubnc ecmaact

atth the poopla. | < w LT R

. As a result of Nehomiah's emtire policy {l-proclaimimg tm mperiorl.t«
of Jtﬂah a.nd tha Zaﬁullteﬂ, Mlamlsnim the Sntomﬂm gmdaon ot thﬂ
h!gh prhst. ‘Esh 13;28) Samaria a.nd Judah apllt, &mﬁa aattl.m ap lta
oen ZPemple at &aom, and the Jorusalem Joaa becming cmlat 1y- aepan&eﬂ

) pnpama to. Ulthatm the onciming ueaa of "‘kxandor the ﬂmt. -

7 thmlah'a 'blenM.ng of the "eant dni "Best Jaws prawmed the
ﬂdamlqmant of & permsnt ohava@ in Jl;l.ﬁ mllgbcm. {Em .}au ia
ngs oo nothing uf thia devalopmont of the m and rt coies.

Amnm the most a‘l@uiannt &valcpmnts in Jowish mnglﬂn nfe R
which mrad ‘£rom this paat-ulno prlod is that the pqﬂsu'cn whlah nowv -
accepted the mw mng&m law, also tcnk upan msu the priesta aa ths m
. heada of the atnta- '.i!hia clerical MBtuw oppomd the mtlml aplrit
mch calhd for a kkns- To teaoh the mw I.aw. the will of mm, ths peoplo _-
' nos sont to the new zanga.m mntutim. the ayngegn, pmazdad mr |
w tm nes marpmm of the law==the Soribee | .

| Gl more profoani lmportama is tha fact that t.ho Jawlah nnglan '
nes touk en a lnghor apmm1w moh m htem to Mmes m enum '

elvﬂim ﬁarlﬁ-
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VI1 - COBCIDSION

Baving traced the religious and moral déielopmnt' pf the |
Jewa from the time -nf thé- Patriarchs until éhﬂ périoﬁ of tha mtﬁm 7 5
fram the exile, we noa aﬂdmas mraaives to the seoond purposs of thiJa '
_mper whloh i.a [see pa@ 1)s | I
-tp suggaat how the pravﬁonsly-asasmblad material affecta. or
should affeot in th,alvi_aw of this griter the attitode of the made_m_

Jow tomrd the Jewish religious horitags. -

The overarching effect which this investigation Ias achioved in the md

mind of the writer 1s that of rendering olear the implausibility of the

" temditiomal comceptien o_f.*'aiv'ina revelationts

~ The ﬂsct that. tha ethlnal-moml-leml mtrm of ths Torah appaara.
111 vazyin.g axtant a.nd i.n pe rhaps sughtl,v difterlng forms. ln thﬂ lltar-
i atuma of other ancient pooples and in the r&oorded hmtamea of tnai.r
f'dau,y modes of behav:lor, peoples. who we:a  either snseri.uu' to or
cmtemporam mth the Iamentea. conﬂmlngly reniers mtow ths clai.m

of any “axalusim" rovelat ion at Blml.

It 1s nat oar amnarn ere vmathsr Bmateﬂ or mn'sach or ubugm

or mnﬁnan (aee pages 2 and 3} er other spacl.aliata were correat 1n euery _ -

’ -.datai.l of ths!r axhauatlve theur!ea. The emmlatha aﬂ’eat of the mterlal_

they tmcowrat_i is adeqmte to convince ue, as Dre. EKaplan has aasertod

1) Dr. mo:deaal M. Eaplan, in his assaw, “The contributioa of Juﬂalmn to
' ?Jorm Ethias" THE JE#S, edited Iw Br. Lm&a kaelsteln _



T t.hit "evaw normal nacﬁehy mﬂactﬂ sam a’aﬁ#itimm-sg;tb'}kha nnivemal

R 'valn_eé _br- reascn and to _t_ga..atémi Ivé.lnas o2 tiaa mﬂt}é hi?- 684)e

o "Em tmth,“ as m-. Kaphn omums to point ont (p. 681), .

: tl:at all- hnmn saamtiea in one way or am’char 1eok to thah geﬂa as. the
'I’-_ohiaf guardiana ef moral hehavtar,z and that, fnrthar. ean;nrative atndy |
ofatha dl!femt athi.ul wstems..-:emh (that}u.tha nn&rlylna :

: '.d.'-aumtlm or rigm anﬂ wrong, and cm accmqying mm- mmm@ that "-
. v auaooiate with oonscinm. an be faumi in avery hnmn swiety. even the
'.';I'-.-'-.mcat mmmq. Evoh thm htgh pr!.mi.plea nhlm are oIten rufarmd to as

the ammtim of ethice are nnt monopaltsad W ag one re!.lgion. cnlhwa
or m ethlcal wstem." 1531}. '
 How simge the teaditbanal tdea of Wivize mva:m 1on” hoida no
' 'ﬂmtml validitg fer the \iritar, thona mmaptiam, hia. cuatma, moraa,
etc. shioch intagmlly insad on the iﬁaa et tha histurialty cf‘ thﬂ S!.na.itia
mvalatim mrat imvltabk he atgeeted. ; ' |
'rha emceptim of the “chosen peopls“ certain]g in u;s tmﬁtlona:h )

'.-_aenae which aansrts that th Ismlitea mm saiected by Gc& !'rcm among all

. Ly 'the peeplan ta nneive and to pr@nte tha sxcluaive zmﬂ. ﬁinim raveaﬂnm

 _ of Ged, ean han H.ttl.a nsanieg in- 11@“ af oar Mvaatlgtlon. (ommmy
the deetrina can hs reimrpmtsd aiong mora.httic and mpimtiml nma
.to zman “ahaaern“ for reapmibinty, oz "e!maan" to li.ve ethical]g, :

' :_“ohosen*‘ aven ta aufter, etc.. but thia la hunilatianq. a aoz't ﬂ litemxy
-taehn:l.gua ﬁhiﬁh ea.n ha appnad tn make palatabh any hnnan ai.tnation anﬁ

& _'whlnh is of no. inhemnt mtarieaz aignlﬁaama-) o

@ha hms, anstm. mores, atc. whiah derived thair ampemng

g 'pmr from the idea of :aualauon are aimilar)g affeeted. As in au
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oultursl sohemta. there is nothing 1nﬂamnt1.v diviue ‘in shees lava and

cust ens which obtalmd, as we hava ahomn, with atrlklng simllarity ammg

most of the thber gncienta _.dwaning in ths File and Duphrates (HXaplam, p 6'96).
" £he mjor reascn for their survimal to this day 1s that those @ho abide(d)

by' them a_ansl.der(ed} even the leagt athically .aignxﬁ.cant' ri-ta"or: efan

ethl.cau.v lndiftemnt custom in the Porah of divim erigin, and tmmfom

damnﬂlng er reverent. oﬁsﬂam. Because the Torah whl.oh data.ils thsaa

- la'as. custans, mores is bheld to have baen revealed im a divips theogmuw tho
tradni.omnat, even of the present um, ﬂnﬂa it unmeaaav to axpla.!.lt to
hﬁmael! why he perfnrma ceréain ritem, abiden by caertain customs. uhich grow
'out of an Oriontal sltuatiun, which wers eithar ot Egyptian, cam:nto,
B_abglmhn, or Para_tan origin, ahdah:[.nh. if even traunsformd by l_:_:’-.a a.nca__stora,
.-nev-rarthele;sa ﬁﬂac}:t _tﬁe_ thinking ang b@haﬂor ef either the Israclite nomdie
tridal or s_émimltnml-éaatoml period. ﬁa normaley with which the Porah
t_-mth of s:_!avew.,jtha- inferior mlétia&.bt-tha_ﬁantile to tke Jow, sacrificeg

 oF shatnes, indlcates hos these lsws, maemxifudis

emiitioned ty tims and place. This fact is further and even mia mtotentiw ;
- brought hmn by THE PH:;EISEES which providaa the specific social am
.-aco.nmto haokgrmuﬂ in the pcst-annic era in Paleatlm oat of 'ﬂhiah emrgod
'a host of leaialatlon ﬁhiah is oansiderad binﬁind upon tha tmditioml Jew .
teaay. Cl

| 'l'be queatlen then arisess it tha ana.h Ba.a not divimh
rovealed at Hom Sinai if the laws oiatoma mores rites wers &' aﬂi larp
common pmct!oee smang most of the amlens peoples, and if the m:ncaum
whioh ohtain in theaa pzactices as part muhrly I.sra.eli.tiah—&saish wem

' ouaaaiomd m apao!.ﬁ.c 5ocio-eomcmia aitmtim which lmg atma have beon



~ altered, what is the mtluinl basis for aont inning tnia; caltural conﬁgnfaﬁ&n

anﬂ wi:at ‘nlam-d-'at:a 1s there for seeking gmtinﬁsd ésbodlau_on with this

way of 1i¥e?

althmgh not aaeking to answer this quastion aa romﬂatatl abm. _
Dr. Eap}.an in his above-mntiomd essay, advances aavarnl reaaons whldl.
halievea, urge tha ‘continned axietqzm_a of Jmlr,_iam aﬁ.a.woﬂby ay ql’ .'u.ta
in these timsa. ' ' B |
- Thege maaona, aiming to poin’c np the zunlquanoan"af Judalm, _ '
are aumrisea. in pars, a® followss |
1)Judsiem has aluqsa afﬂmd in thﬂ vigo:rm hahim tha lnhomnt
- truth and the catasoriaal and meemtive abamctsr of the moml. Iaw, apﬂ
rrom o maiderations: of expedlemy. aesthetlo 1ntemat or any other smrce -
' : (The fact that 1% promulgated tkat. prlnc!.pla at a morally |
b.f validation. orucial pariod in anciem uma embled it to aava aaatam
mankind from meral disimtegratiom.} .
2)as a result of this iurlnaio and nndrrived eharacser of the -
- moral Ias. the problem oi the Bood 1life ca.nno‘h hs HHY we smm lhva the
good 1life,. bus Ktm ve ghould live it...'fla ana'oer tiat Judelm glv-“s to tha
qﬁaati.on ofﬂﬁ to liva 1is ctmalnad l.nl.licah'a deaonption of tha good 11!9 s

connisumg of J\:ntu:a. lovlug EeaxR xinlnass and malkin,g humbly with Hoﬂ. ['n; B

. ¥or 'the ‘ske of a.rgmnt it m‘, bs agresd that this;‘"s’t'htamt of
Judsimm’s contﬂbuti.m to.ukibx worlﬂ ethica constitutea ite "nniﬁmmaa“. :
Eewrtheleaa, thls atatement fails to proﬂda ..w satlﬂfaoto‘ry q.mﬁat to eur
quastirm, fnrr avan thess *ualquem. aapeeta are entanglad ina akain of
' tmd!timliat aaaumptlona which are of littls relsvamce to oms Bh'c" ia unable

to accept the .mnlati-m idea.

Significantly, Dr.Kapldn himself sdmits that (p. 697) "it may
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| ._ 'wn e thst even desglta tha eth!nal mfi.mnt uf the hu and cnatm mich

' hna tm cams dm tm Ianel'a pn-mtorxa days, or would mva ‘coeh taken
Ionr !rom ot!ar clvilimtiom, the laua amrd euatoms auu £all balm acaepted
standards of tha baat in modem lua. That faot, holovar. is entbxaly |

'_’.1mlevant tr::m tha stand.point of Juﬁaism’a role . in the ethiaal dawalupmnt

" rrm the atand,point er mem's oentrnmum to worm athiea u mp

2, ._ba that the amhalc ammtar [p. '?003 of Tumh lau and uuntem a:o

¢ imlatant, m £m tha standpoint of cur queauan, this fact u ‘all too’
relevant! If ome a.dmita that Juda lsn*e: atmal role 1s "detersimd not w tho.
pa!tionlar cmtent af the lsn hnt by:i tls apirlt that pematad tha laa" ) |
the logical aoqnl.tur is tmn mfem Jmtam {vhich vlrtuany mjaata the onun
otmtont of the amhalo mm law) amd m—manlmd christm&y |
(12 Unitarhn!am ‘can ho called awh) axe the m.y current Iegitimte emotlment_-_

or th&t “aptrit “

Parther, iah'at"sa’: this ﬂéﬁtrﬂt'ﬂ shiah tnforns tne "inwe"'-' e

_ Dr- Eaplan wa (p- 69?) that the 8 'eaeenual ohamatsr*' of thll
_apirlt u to be ﬂnmd ﬂl.n tho laws ot the Eonh" (whoss pnrpm u 3mt of
'nnﬁerlng Israsl a holy pop;s") -= in other words, the 'aptrlt"’ i.a _
: tmtnmm linksd wuh the nnmtanw whose laws, castoms, 650 tt 1a'w.
lmpusibh tor us. to adcept as alvsmxy revealsd. e ‘qestion aruea. thgn, ;
_'.13 whnt manne P docn this api.rlt baama mn:htast and nleunt fa- us. ina. s
,nm—tradttiml seheme of thonght? , B ol " 85

' : mrar an‘l a!rnva t!ﬂs. the “mqua* aapect of Jmm anich. Br. N

Eaphn aaaarta, disti.ngulams n as a. pattern of uvlng trom lta anntempmry



fsiths, both sustént-and’ molevn; 1 (as was poimted cut om ps 63} tmat
Jﬁtsﬁ alvaye arﬂ_ﬁéd the "inherent tmth-an{l‘- tﬁa -catéé.orlcal and -
igrerative alaracter of tke moral lavs Iﬁ order to establish tme _-categoétnlly'
imperative claractsr of the moral law, its "dthermﬁs*t. ite "underivadle”
ql:fﬂ.lit-y, and “nel&-_-g:lstsm"..'and te anélarz tis question of BOY to live the
good lide, J‘ﬂdaliaﬁx'l;rbj’éct's them into tm“ve:w veing of Gede "(iorl,'" .Dr. I'm.plan
'aﬁy'a {p» 0?), “ia acunrdlngly represonted thraue;hm aJ.l atagaa of Jnﬂnlm ae
s God of Loth .,ust..ae snd lovingkinﬂness. In Bis caraoity as a "o‘l of Jnau ce,
He m i authm' o:l? those lasws ‘ahlch tan z=n what he mt de ta mn‘l mm
deprtving h:ls fellal = of the power Gherewith God e a:ﬂmed him. In the

sanm capsclty God punishes those ®ho t-;‘amgmssa Hla 12980 s 2"

Chis olaarl.v ia the aammpti.on nal’ traditiom] Judatism -- "¢he
'spaai:xa laws ami awm a.rnngmmts which mnarmta juatl.oa, lovi.nakhdnesg
anﬁ 'aalking mmbly suith God uwere mpamturany revealed to anotant Israel.”
Br, ¥aplan urgos that this assumption ba ﬂlntergmtad mmtimll,y* whiuh
means that that this traditiomal idea dressed in modern earo “mplias ail
' hwan lane and ® clal arrangsrents mast be sudjected to the moral test o!
hains efﬂaoti.va 45 & weans of taming mn's zill-to-porer," :
This, of oourae, ia an abatmctlmlwhiah ig acnsptabls to EBny,
!.mlndlng the hmnlat, the mtmlm. and -the- positivist, noms. of wham
concern themselves autiwly ‘with $he Ged-idea or with a prbori pmmhon
or abaolutu such as underived, aelf-oxistant moral lause
: “In terms of our central qnaaum - wint mtinml haal.e is thare
for cmtiming the Jewish culturzl cmngumuon - the above abstraction
is mrdly a raplg. |

To the uriter's way of thimking there appears to be mo logical



- or mlemnce to thia mwem a,nd this plaee, the ccnclnsim emargaa that
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~ ratienale for aonuming this pattern of living on'sn every day lsvel,
' the on).y appa:ant baais fur ita omtinu&tinn is that of th am:tloml

| eentimontal, ..nastal_gi.-a-.- : wmh}e t0 ac«gmpt tha trg_@ditﬁml aamn;pt_im n

that the mustems and Fites imvelvad iz Judaism's every. day-behaviér--

pattsrn ere divlml,y revaalsd ava:e that mary cf thesr forms wsre cast

: ln anothar tima ami gsographic p]ace and are eme&mnﬂg of 11ttla maaniag

" the modem .Tsw aho o emv!.nced ot the mterial asssmbled m thia mesuganm‘_ -

and who mve-rtbalese reels strcng emntt ml tiea to tm Jewish may of 1ife

: ,;@h:’wh he knme as @ result of haekgrounﬂ or expoame to lt, wul aaek to

_-'oontimw those tisa. f

it .1a'ﬁndarstﬁ€d that 42 thess tles of emotiomal m tuze ame to be' :

snfﬁai&ntly raqa.rdlng, pe #ill at!empt to daoren the. sxrar.tence of hain.g

‘a Jew by cn.tt 1vating wmtaver avenusa of aasthat!.c, oultural, and intanaatml_v ;

. Jewibh character are relevant and sasts-gying and ﬂo,ﬁmim to faller ani E

erestively richer livings It 1s possidle, 1f nmet'atall nrobable, that once

. yemoved fram the permmbra of divime revedstiom snd its cmstellation of

absolutes whidh imvitably rosult ia the gllding of paianma and walloaing

Il.n innunsl.stenciaa of thmghi and ha!avior, th&t trs axpeﬂanua of ba!.ng

&a Jevw wlneh derives from the mtuml volition wnnm ™R rather ﬁ'm
exteranl oomnlsiena whiah are aupr-mn, can beceome altogethar rewa!dlng,
tna.lthml ard bernefloial 1n ite mlhﬂt aeychologioal e.nd aoaii:lnsiaal
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