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-"*‘“"“"g" o .. MARYLAND -- The "Free State"
3 R - by Mere H. Tamnbeaun
‘ . Merylsni, ome of the original thirteen colenis s, is oftem called "im rica

- in Mi:;latnia?'a This Middle Atlantio ateg is. 'funa_ﬁf the most typioal‘of the
. 48 statas'? in that its mll t}an-itory' (1(‘)'57?--aqua'm iniias, about the: aize
.of Palaatine) inolulee many. of the gsogrqphical fostums of the otherss en .&tla.ntio
Ooeem aaacoast on ita eastern shoma, rolnng farm lends in oanﬂ:al end aoutle n
Ma:ryl-axl, - end halfpmile h.iah Iﬂ.laghaw hg[mtaina fomi;lg its weqtern_ borders.
- This varied terfain mekes 1% Ipoasibie far ;ﬂey'_lmdsra te earn thelir living in @
ﬂahtin'g, _farmiﬁg, -'-mining, ma-mfaatﬁrlng,. Jnmberin‘g; ehipping, trapping = just
about - evary occupation common to the United Statea. | “

Fuunded in 1534 by Gatholio and Prote stant aettlera wo fled religmus
peraeantion .tn Europe, hazyland soon becams k.nown as'"She Fme Btate". This name
was derived fran tha passage of the famous Tolaration 4ot ‘in 1549 whioh granted £l

. 'mugbua greedm to a1 christian osaias Pat ths Aot denied the seme freedam
to ths Jows (mﬂ Unitari.ms) and this anocnntad £or the very: amell mmber of
Jews who aattled in Maryland during its ear],v days. Aacording to a traliti on,
__1n 1658, Dr. Jagob Lumbrozo, the first Jawiah physician in tha atate, pnblioly .
| dencunced this inh.ole:_'anoe. H§ was lmmediately brought to t:ci.al and .wouﬁ have
- been given thg' death panalty if I:,_ardd_ Balt mom,- prdpfiet or of M&ianl, had nbt
inter\;a'_had t o._-pa;‘dbn-hi_m.- 3 | | | -
Altilmgh a numbs r of déws were scattered thrbughout. liarylend es traeders
end Lim-ksepers during the ®xt 100 years, the history of :ﬁa'ryland'a Jews aotually

7
begen around 1780 when the Ettlng femily of Yorkfoen, Pas, moved to Baltimore,

beoams .
already the largest oity in the atata. Young Solanam Etting, who quiaﬂy/pmnimn
in. Balt:.mora s business and civio nfe. joimd J.n 179’? with Bernard Gretz, his
fatﬁer-in—law, in pat:.tioning tha Mary]and General Aesam'bl.v to repeal Artiala

,I 35 in the atate's oonstittti.on mhioh, inﬁ' the apn'it of the Toleration Ast, »denﬁd
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Maryxex Jews the right to hold public office unless they pledged a Christian

~ oath. Etting axd Gratz i.ndioated the role Merylend's fifteen Jewish families

rentitning | amony pthey focts, hat
hed pleyed in the Americen Revolution—-Jaooh Hart of Baltimore, Haym Solcmon's

fathsr-in-lew, had helped raise $10,000 for Gemerel L_afa;rette 8 goldiqrp;[ﬂath—
aniel Levy hed served in the "First Baltimore Cevelry" under Lafayette; Gratz
himself was e sigmr of the “Pirst Declaretion of Independence" (the Phileaielphia

Non*Importation Acts); Ett l.ng himself hel been eppointed kyxkx to forward

- resclutions to George Washington dinap'p_mving the Jgy. tready with Great 'Brlta.t;-ud

. gs -
his brot her, Reuben, was: aaptain of the "Independsnt Blues" ragim’nt-lﬂesplta

Abeir ples, the petition £or equal right’wes tumed down, But in the very next

year, Reuben Etting wraa aﬁpointad by Presidett ‘Jegferson as United States Mardh &1

" for Marylend. Strengefg es it seemed, a Jew could pepresent his na'tion, but

not his state.

Similar petitions for- aqual rights were made in 18_02. 1803, end 1804,
but ell were demied. In 1808, e widowm, Mrs. Jndith Cohen, anm koY six ama.,
care to Baltimore fran 'Bichmonl Va. Like the Ettinga, the: Cohens immedietely
beoame involved 1n ths Jawish and civie life of the growing sipping center. The

e]ﬁaat son, Jaooh I. Cohan, Jr., davaloped a mtiml raputa}/on as a trusted

_bank:er el was elected ad:.meto:'_ of amricen's firat railroed system, the

becamns

Beltimore ard Ohio, end/a founier of the Beltimore public school smstem. His

buot hers, Mendes armd Philip Cohen, were anong the Jawia.‘n soldiers who fought the
Brisish ﬂae:?o:glgort Mcﬁemy.m where Franc:.s Joott Key wrote "The Star
Spangled Banmr" | l
In 1813 Jacob Gohan todk up the atruggla for Jawish ri.ghta in Maryhnd

He ralli.ed the aupport of Thomes Kennedy, a Baotch Praabyterim in the atate |
hgiaiqtum, end other non-Jewa. Ksnnsdy introd.ueed the “Jaw-Bill“ which damanded |

Fur Jiaes W .
for Ethe gect of people prefessing the Jewish raliginn tha sams righta and §
privileges that are enqoyad-. by Christisna™. Despite Kennsdy's dedicated nmaaﬁe,-

the "Jew-Bill" was repeatedly defeated. Pinally, in 1825, after the natlon's
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newspepers attecked the Maria nd Legislature for its "aisgraéeﬂlﬂ behavior, the

"Jew-Bill" wgs passed. In gratitude to Thcmaa Kannedy. the Jowa of Marylmd later ¥

oraated a momment in his hanor in Hageratmn, Md.

; . g-—l"
In -1-836, Jecob Coben axd Solamon Etting were eleoted to the oity counoil 3o
. ) ' L
of Beltimore. Cohen later became presidmmt of its First Branch. TWo Baltimore ks

_afraeta still baér the namea of Cohsn end IEtting., Having won thair aivil A ghtsg
Beltimore's 150 Jews now orgmiza;l_ themselves &s a oommunity. In 1829,--they founded
their fisst synagogae, ¥Bx "Nidohe Isreel” (the "Soattered of Lsreel”) which later
beceme known &s the 'Bélt.imorga Hebrew Gongmgation; Their mligima ssrvj._aa# were

orthodoxd end were-held in a single i-_:mm over a grocery. (Toeday, the Beltimore

- Hebrew Congregation is reformed and boasts ome of the largest amd most modern

Temples in the state). The arrival of large mmbers of Ge:men Jewish immigrents

during this time, end the breaking sway of @am® members from the parent aynag :
gf Ganmime Bihod Santmﬁa%{wr}at g, oy Tau G o i’ ,Butam
led to the fonnatlonx-j 1842 of the' redicel refo oongmgatlon, ng Sinel (with ot

eii‘f

such femous reform rabbls-es David Egnhorn, Emil G. Hirsoh, end David Philipson) P,
which intrqducsd mrday morning services. In 1853, the_mora_ccm_ervatinsé 'Oheb e %g’?ﬁ
Shelom (Eutew Place 'Ba;nple.) was formed, pionmeering in ooni‘irmati.m:asrvlpes'. The -
three thadox cmgrég’atima which foliomet.i. ﬁe:ﬁ. Bikar Cholim, in.1865- Chizuk

Emuneh, in 13?1 now -conservative; end Shearith lsmegl, 18'?8. Ons grcnp of Jews

" organized en “Ir.l.ah." aynegogue which soon disbmded.j

Tp lnlp aare for the poor, sick,aged, and. orphkns mmg the 300 Jews
living in Baltimore aronnd 1840, a series of rali.ef, medieel, settlement, toan,l
and reéreational inaitutima were organlzed and:: imie to function todsy tnder
the d:\.reotion of the Aaaom.ated Jewish Chanties. Sunday sohcola, congregationd
sohools, and & Hebrew Eduoation Society were also created..

When the Civil War broke out, Marylend, which rests on the liesm-Pixon

-Lim, found its Je'wa'joining both the Confederazte end Union amies. Lsopold

Blumbenberg of Baltimore was appointed by President Lincoln to be Pr:woat Mara all,
,{,u‘-; s d

MM/__/
end 1ater by President” Johnson, Brevet Brigaﬁier—Genaral of the W&, Infantry. Dr.

~ Bonjemin Szold, rabii of Oheb Shel an cmgrsgatmn erid father of Hsn:rietta Szold, .

intaroaded m.th Lincecln to save ths life of a Jewish desarter. Rahbi David



Einh_om_ was forced to fles Baltimore beomuse he p-zaaoheﬁ the sbolition of al_avafy. ‘
‘The Eus.sian pbgrcms of the 1880"s broﬁght iaaltimora.iia first Russisn Jewish

immigrents (the oity's firet Jewish esttlers having been JDutoh em Germen, end

latar Polish and Litlme;nian)- In 18689, Hanri#tta Szo0ld, who was born in Beltimore -

#ta Last
in 1860 end who beoame the formmost Jewish wanen of our tima, organized & night

s Vi,
schooﬁ#n&' e new immigmts. to teach them &gliah, Amarican history, and. thdr

rights ‘endd duties as = cit izens. The city 1tself _to'ak over the night sdh ool

in 1897, “and soon found the project was being d&pie@_ all over ths ceuntry., Henri=-

etta Szo0ld's greatest oantribution wes maie, hosever, in 1912 when she fontﬂed'
in Belt in;o__rﬁ what was to becoms the largest wamen's Z'j.miaf q’r_éaniz ation in the
world, Hedessahe . - |
in 1900, Baltimore, which nod bumbered 8 cme 40,000 Ja\as, becem® the slte
of the first knari.oan Zionist Convention. Dr. Harry Piedenwald, a diatingu:l.ahed
Bal timore eye dootor, was the first president of the .Zi-oniat Organization.
During ‘the nest fifty yéara, the Jewbsh populafion inore then dcnbled.

0f Marylemd8s 100 000 Jews, some 80,000 live in Baltimore, a few: thmaa:nd live in

Annapoli.a, the state's aapi.tal which houses the U.Se Naval Acedemy, ard the

remainder ave .aaatter_ed throughcat the "Free Stete's" 23 ccunties. The Jews hm'

" plaged a vital role in the buminess axd industrisl growth of Marylem, amd en

equelly importent part in the profeaa‘imal, educationel, and ocultural grcmth of

the 300—year—old atate. Johns Hopkina Universiyy with ita femous hospltel, both.

loceted in Baltimom, the University of Maryland in Gollage Park St. Johne

University in Amapo_lia, emong the other educationsl inatitutions in Ma:q-.rlanﬁd,

have ccunted_diatinguialsd Beltimore Jews among their profesam'a ard students.

Merylend, and eapeoially its cr.nrtams, cmeervative "Mommental O gy
of Balti.mora (vhose tredemark is red-briak housaa’wi th white marble stepa) hava-l
deeply effected end have been equal]y.affectsd by the rich and varied growth

of one of the great Jewish oamunities of this ocountiy.






