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HANUKAH
Mare H. Tanenbaum

"peoples and governments,"” wrote Hegel, "have never learned
anything from history, or acted on principles deduced from it."

_ Conbdr
~ When one reviews the epic of Hanukah, the Jewish Festival

of Dedication, in light of the present international turmoil in

ongett\ e
the Rusaian aatollite countries and in the exploaive Middle East,

Qewnoles o
one c&nnet—bu%—-ho—l—p—&o—lmomdge) the tragic but ineluctable truth in

sf the gloomy judgment of the 18th century German philosopher.

Hamkeh, which is observed by the Jewish people throughout
the world for an eight-day period beginning this year on November
29th, is a case history which unhappily illumines the Hegoliaﬁ
conclusion. |

As recorded in the First and Second Books of the Maccabees,
and in the writings of the historians Polybius and Josephus, Hanukah
- in the simplest scenario terms in which it 1s popularly understood -
commemorates the victary of the Israelites in t.tie yeiz;les B. C. E.,

Nl Bt ntonn ot aMeras
under the leadership of Fudah—Meeeabee, over the massed military might

of the Syrian tyrant, Ant.iochue IV. In this aspa ot, Hanukah is generally
}ﬁ: 1 R WEDMMMJ\"‘&\W ok vicko s e'vh Eﬁ\ﬂ-bﬁu& we Tlaal
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a greater because of owr universal preoccupation with the—
iranseerndEnt importance of -PENER—RERNX armios unitidns
) ta-our—current power strugglés:—

4n accurate understanding of the fmatorio context
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{" in which Henukah's events took place, however, will indicate the
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larser implications of this observance, its remarkable pamallels
reseuX -
to theq international ococurrences which so ceoncern all of u, and,

LUuan b € Lot
sbove all, our unbeltevadle failure tof learn anything from its

history or the principles with which it is freighted.

T plald e o bfrnd Aruads o Mtk & b TS

What are some of these impliocations and parallels? In the year

Qr«m—;ﬁ

ls N
Ay
334 Bs C. E., Alemander the C(reat unleashed his invincible armies
upon Asia Minor. Before them fell sha& Syria, Palestine, and Egypt,
among other Near Eastern peoples. Influenced by his court philosophie
mentors, notably the Stolos, Alesander did not seek to "brainwash"
his cohquerod subjeots with Hellenistlic speculative philosophies and
pagan religions. He conweived his empire as olkoumens (from which
Renax o‘:n.mmnicafilt\n is derivod), loosely translated, a "brotherhood

ks eus M LAV
of men". He demanded acaaptanoe of his politiaalhmun sovereignty;
but. oult.m-al and peX religious autonomy were assured to the oonquerad.
The lm(}':-eel:: gi’??—atate, or polis, with 1ts local magistrates, councils,

temples, and other internal institutions, were in effect transplanted

It g oy Thosoy QR
‘to the Near East. The Jews of Palestine, for exampls, M&G’fﬂ

conceived their community as "a polis of the Mosalc fatth."

t should be noted that in this comparatively permissive
atmosphere, Hellenism made considerable headway in influencing the
customs, beliefs, social, ocultural and religious practices of the
vassal peopleﬂ)

On the death of Alexander in 323 B, C. E., his empire beoams
‘carved up among his generals, The Seleucid empire, inoluding Syria,
swiftly entered into mi litary rhalry with the Ptolemys of Egypt.
Antiochus IV of Syria set out to defeat the Ptolemys, hed ant.erend
onto.Egyptian soil when the rising Roman empire t&% him to

desist. Antlochus returned to Palestine, crossroads between Syriaf
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Fearing his 10035:1& control over the Palaut.iniana (“Tiboiat

t.enden_o.tea"j .u.:t;mm), Antiochus determznedly _
oM L an-tnce o

sought to enforce total m—:&nﬂ-&y. He demanded not alons political

' MEverytiring in the state, nothing-ouiside_the-state; nothing=against the state,"
tw»l 1oya1t.y, but cultural and religlous conforimity as I’allz To achieve

w’ thia’md;he forbade the practice of Judaism, which wes—end- is not

n“” -slmply-a relig!.ous creed but a religlous regimen rooted in a communal
1 T~
w

The
way of 11:9. En dramatic reversal of Alexander's poliay orkautonomoua
bbbtk L ecirbipad A N ilows W ek,

,bf 2 13, he imposed his own priests upon the Jeﬁa, and dafiled their MT‘”“‘

% _ <
/'u,.' ’JW Temple &n Jeruanlem’ dec cenmn "%;.,,“)
i Wa.' The rebellion of the Macosbees againet. Antiochus IV was. '

V 5 .—'_ o (Vand
(
{Mi $ i ore t.han an 1natanoe of 3uorr111a warfare. This revolt of the
o Iaraelit.ea under the Haamoneans was a suprems act - t‘ne first aerioua
'S ‘,.’(' attempt in recorded history - to assure the identity of a people. Thereafter,
! self-sacrifice became an accépted tradition central to Christidan saints and martyrs.
It was a proolamation of the principle of religioua and cultural

"‘_;diversuy of a poople within the human f‘amily. Tt 'as a defenae of

Within the Séleucd empire
t.he civil rishta of all grOupaAagainst their arbit.rary abrogat.ion

T ‘H'\e_ tulin d\c\'cd-or
S - ‘ It 1s worthy of note that on the morrow of tbeir military
v ""t.riumph against &ntlochus, the Maccebeans did not onge.go in a mil:ltary

! - . m paradg, o
" which they rededicated In effect,” the Maccabeans intended in this fashdon to

ek Thair first.act was to repair to their Holy Temple

affirm the prlnciplbs and values which their oppressors were bent on. eradicating.

i Throughout the 2100 years uhich saparate us from the Maccabees, on the
_Hﬁbbath precedlng Hanukah Jews assemble in their Synagogues and recite & portion
S ~ from the’book_of Zachariah. |



| - Whan the pale yellow glow of Chanukah candla-light apreads
unevenly across the window=panes, & warm moving spirit will surge
_ throush the breasts of Jews throughout the world.

Huddled ebout the candelabrum, Jewish families in Bostenm, V']
'Hxnxhnlex; Buenos Aires, Hamburg, Shanghai, and Tel Aviv will

- with prayer book in hand and meledy in heart usher in Chanuka 5708,

ks

- of the Macocabees, The Feast of Dedication., To all, the festive
; strikingly (g

'*EChsnukah has/hsant thiss inspiration, 1nv1noib111ty, nns'thg triumph
_f%if the bumen soul. ' it . e

Seurrying back through the avenues of history, one finds few -

7apqohs in the annals of man so stirring, so valorous as that of the

:fﬁaccnboea. The breath of freedom whioch austains twentietﬁfhﬁﬁfhry

man was first exhaled by the unassuming priest Mattathias or Modin,

who, with hia/fivo'aons'struuk ﬁhe'first blow of resistanoe against w

the imperfdl faaciat Antiochus Epiphanea, king of all Syria. Incensed
. 'Syrian
by the invasion of fmmaigm hordes, who sought to execrssie trunk-& -

root the Jewish religion and spirit and to impose their dedﬁdent

. Hellenic oulture and cult upon tiny Judae, the Maccabeesorgamized

'“Ehértlln bands harrasaingly assaulted the fat Syrisan flanks until
=" reeled back in flight |

- they £imi im confused and wounded.

i But before going down in crushing defeat, the Syriac pagans
._gleefully chalked up one achlevement: they violated the stiff-ne cked

| Since the justly-heralded triumph of the Hacoabees<affg§ 167 -
”';is.c E., the twenty-fifth day of Kislev (this year December 7th) has

=5ooma to mean mnny things to many Jews. To most, knnnxnxm the eight-aﬁ
. day period has been symbolized as: The Feast of Lights, Eﬁe Fbaat
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. Jews' sacred shrine in Jerusalem where they set upld_pagan altar
._;1n the Temple. But the achieévement was shprt-lived;'fhree years 1ater,
on ‘the twenty-rifth of Kislev, 167 B.C.E.; the Templa was thoroughly

icleansed, then solemnly dedioatad.

Dadiaatlnn ceremonles lasted eight daya. The splendor of
lamps and turuhes, aonga of- triumph and tribute, and the offering

. of sacrifioea made ‘the occasion memorable.

And as time siipped-by, the Feast of the Hacoabeés, the

'J;Feaat ef Lighta, the ‘Peast of Dedication delighted the palate of

_the ballad-sinsar and the raconteur who delioately wove ‘thé legend
“into the tapestry of Jewiah ‘history. Each in his own time and '

i;i;placa, round new . maaning, 131d dirferent stress on. tha atory of

'fthe Hacaabeea. Thia was a great militery triumph, thoughtx thoae

~who' dreamed of Palestine ‘as a - re-emarging political: power to be
! the redeication of the Templa,
“‘reckoned with:in their world. This,was a powarful religioua

”@5*13v1ctory, thnught oﬁhers who saw zxnnxixxxmtnntn it divined that

‘unmolésted

~&f$13,331:s miasion was to livo/nn the holy soil 4in accnrdnnoe wiﬁh

" the Tordh..

_ But ‘th the heir of this Jewish epic who atands on. the

i ”fbamks or time and m observes' the . stream. of Jewish tradition, there

S T a noticeable undercurrent whidh swells the tide and 1ends added”
'*’&1rect10n. The Maccabean revolt, he sees, signifies. the firat

.I1na§anco in human hiatory of ‘men taking up arms in defenae of

“freedom of conscience..
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