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°peoplea and governme~s," wrote Hegel, ~bav.e never 18a~n.d 

.n~hlng fro m history, or aoted on prinoiples deduced from it." 

c.~l--~ 
When one reviews t.he epic of Kanukah, th. Jed.h Fe stival 

of Dedication, in light of the present international turmoil in 
""~~\~ 

the Russian satellite countries and in the .""loebe Middle East, 
~ ~ULb.. ~ 

0/19 @:aenet 11'" 11811' aolm01l/.le.dge) the tragio but in91uotable truth 1n 

d the gloolll1 jUdgment . of the 18th oentury German p;llosopber • 

' __ d, ,."u"." •• ' .... 'ph.'tp' ... . -
Kamkah, . hiob is .observed by tbll Jewish people tllroughout 

the world for an eight-day period beginning th1B :rear on Bovel1lber 

29th, i8 a oa •• hlat.ory Which unhappily illumine 8 the He gelian 

conolusion. 

As reoorded 1n the First ilp.d SeOond Books of the Maooobeea, 

and 1n the .rit.1nga or t.he h1stor1ans Pol:Yb1us and Josephus, Hanukah · 

_ in t.1le s1mpl ... t scenar10 terms in whieb it is popularly undarstood _ 

commemorates the ·viotary of the Israelites in the year 165 B. C. E., 
f'-<- ~ .......,...- }A. .-.:(",n...-~ 1'<';" s....-

under the leadership ot~J~dah Maaaabee, over tbB massed military might 

of the Syrian tyrant, Ant10c bus IV. In this aSjJ!I ct, lIailukah is generally 
~ t~Il;>-"""''''"~- "!.~ vkl-o<J, ,,~ ~ i"< r~" fl<. .;. 1'\,.."';' 

rv--etJ¥::rt4.f\.a~ ml11t&17 ,aa;;Bt"tIi e, 08~9Btlet& 08Dtu~ appeAl 1" 
~ __ ~. -.Gool ~ ~~""""I 

a greater because of oUr . un1versal preocoupation w 

. 

>.~ JirftRBoop:tD:nt import.ance ot-£ _ p·YX erm1SS 'md ammunltldns 

11l aw oUfrent power struggli •• 
. , 

An acourate undarst anding of the /-';'1:;;. stori~ context 

in whioh KanUkah'. events took place, however, w111 1ndioate the 
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, "rear Implloatlo"ns of this observance, its remarkable paaallela 
_ ~f<~ - &a.... 

to the internat\onal ooourrenoes whloh so oonoern all of ut, and, 
" _""", ... c-e~c.lM. -

above all, our wJbollova'tJ.e failUre to1- learn anything trom 1ts 

history or the prinoiples .with whioh it is freighted. _ ........ ->l 

- <I" 1I,w~ ~ fr-~ l~ 01 ~ "'- 4- 0'"'-!~""" 
What are eome or these implioations and parallels' In the year -'r"1.:. 

334 B. C. E., Aleaander tbe Great unlea-shed his invincible armies 

upon Asia Uinor. Berore them fell ~. Syrla, Palestine, and EgyPt, 

among other lIear Eastern peoples. Intluenoed by hl1 oourt. pbilosophl. 

mentors, notablr tbe Stolos, Alel[lllnder dld not seek to "bralnwash" 

hls conquered Subjects wlth Hellenlstlc spe.ulatlve phl1osophles and 

pagan religlons. Be .onweived hls emplre as olkoumene (from Whlch 

f ..... ·.o~.nloa.l· 1s derIved} , 1001017 translated, a "brotherhood 
. . ,:_: .. , ~..f..v.'\ '~ ........... "=""~ ... ~ ~ ~c.. 

·or man". He demanded f;'>aC?oeptanoe of hie pOlltloa~ -vnrt sovereignty; 

but cUltural atld lid religiOUS autoncmr "ere assured to t be .onquered. 
Ctv-'-'-P fJ 14 - -

The (!>reek oUr-ltate , or POlil, wit.h lts lo.d maglst.rates, oouno11s, 
~ -

temples, and other int.~~ institut.ions, were in ertect. transplanted 

to t.he Near Ea.t. ~~~ Jews o~le8t.ine, tor example, ~ ~~c 
- ~ . 

conceived their communit.r as "a polls ot t.be 1I0salc taith." 

~t sbould be not.ed that 1n t.bis oanparativelr permissive 

atmospbere, Bellenism made oonslderable headwar in intluen01ng t.he 

oust.o""', belief's, soc1al, ouluural and r.l1g1oU!' praotioes ot t.he 

vassal peOPles) 

On t.he deat.h ot Alexander 1n 323 B, C. E., hi. empire beoame 

_oarved up among h1s gBnerals. Ihe sal.uc1d emp1re, 1ncludlng Syr1a, 

sw1tt.lr ent.ered lnt.o mi11tari r -i.valrr_Ub the ptol.mWot Egypt. 

Antioahua IV of Syrla set out. t.o deteat the ptolemfo,rt;;j entered 
",.tu,M 

onto -EgJPI.lan so11 When the rUAng Roman empire- lI .... "llI8d b1m to 

des 1st.. Ant.100hus returnsd to Palestine, crossroads betwsen Syr1a# 
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and . ... lng · . 
ilia Egypt. Fearln.L~1s-':0,::,~)Oalt;rol~ver the Pal~.ti~1ana · ("TUo1at 

tandenole.r-;;:;:;;:::u bj. b) ttle Jews), Anu oehus 4eter~nedly 
. t.~ 

sought to '''rlroroe total ...... ,,~. Be domtancied not &lom pol1t1cal 

t "",""".1 "&01';) thtbg 1.n the stat e , QQ:tlung=o.uts.id..e...- the--ata-te.,.--noLhl ng again,at the B1>ate" n 
~ loyalty, but oultural and religioua oonformrty as well. To achleve 

~....(. . ':' X 
t~la ,~~ h • . ro~b,ade the praotioe or Juda1811, .. hlch ". a .. " ls not 

u<' .,atmply ·, B .rel1gi ous· creed but a rel1giollS regimen rooted In. a oOllllllunal 

, IP-· .. ay ·· of . .l1're : 1~-dranllHc reveraal ot Al."",Dder· 8 poliCY ' 01' ~onomoua 
~ .j'fW, " :_ .. : ' . . 4(tdf<f4 '* 'ef\a:T!A t -$ : e..!\-t \.\.~ ~'\" i.C-.,S L!,;. ~~. 
,Y'. pol1s.'<he 1mposed h1. awn prl .. ts upon the Je~s, and 4etlled the1r ~ 

i'").;"' ; .... t:t::"J*! H . Te~l. "'Jerusalem, d«~~ .~ 
~::~i',,,,.:. . . The rebe1l10n· or the IIacoabees agalnst Antlochu8 IV 'lias 

.~ . ~DI(n;:~(;,tban an 1nstan~ . at guerr1lla wartare. This revolt or the . 

, taraelite. under the·., Haemoneans .. as · a supra .. aot .- , the t1rst aerloua 

)f~att'im,Pt 'In' re~'~rded~~:tory - to aSBti~ the l~nt~tll; .91' a people. Thereafter, 
:, .. v-r' self-sa.crifice became an, "accepted tradition central to Christun saints and martyrs . 
~>.)It . .a.s a. proolamation ot the prlno1pieo1're.llg10ua and ·culttll'al 

." JJ " dlversity or a .people .1th1n tbB human ~am111. 'It. ~as. a detenee 01' . 
,':7

" 
'. ". " .' lIIi\'IM" tk S .. Ie,uU& _~.re . 

, ,the . ci1vll rigbts. 0: all groups"agaillSt their arb1tr!ll? abrogaUon 
',.' th.~ rul'ng d,<"t.cd-or. · . .'., 

~!. . ... " }'l'l ..... ···1I5' •• aeJ=PC".P., . . 
. . ';,-:.' " '. 

, '. '. It 1s ",ortby Of note that 011 the morro. of the:1r "'mllitary . , 
, 

. ,. ·", ~1 . 
~; -{::~ '; .. , c 
,/f .. " j~1iiP!1pt:: .agalnst All,tloChua, the ' Maaoabeane cUd nat eng..ge In a mll1tary 

, "'<'"!:~:_~~. ~. ~·."P~@.e..~+ '" ~Ajy::.tlmiJt ' Th~'1r rirst ... a~t· was to r epatr ' fi," "'tbeir Holy -Temple 

... \lb"~b ·· th~y .~.red~~cated •. In effect,' the Macca:bell.~s i!1~ende4 ~in this tas~OD t o 

.'! .. ,. af,f t.nQ. the pr~nci~lBs and values ' .which their ·pppres.so'rs. were bent on, eradicating. 
, 

. ThroUghout; tqe 2100 years whic~ ' separate us from the ~~cc~bees, on the 
"'. . .... 

. iI8:bbatti pr eceding Haniikah ,· Jevs assembl e i n" their Synagogue s .and' recite .. portion 

:,- from the book of . Zacba~iah . 



.. 
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. When the pa18 :rellow.glow 9t Chanukah c8ndlo~11gbt . spreads 
" . ' 

'unevenly acl'oss the w1odow-p.mas, a WIll'lD moving sp11'lt w111 SUI'gB 
.. 

thl'.o~ . the. ,bFoaete ot 'Jows throughout the wol'ld. 

HUddled about . tl!e candela\>l'um, Jowlsh .tamillas 10 Il'ieta", tV 1 
. . ....... twq BUenos A11'os, BambUl'g, Shanghal, .and Tel Avlv wl11 

w.1 th pl'a,:.l' book 10 band and me lody in he .. ar.t ushel" 10 Cbenliks 5'708. 
,",,,.,, 

.<;' 

JtIuI 
. • . .. S100e the justly+herdded triumph ot the l!aocabeeS~11'jl 16'7 ~, 

"'··i;·~B:~C· ; i., the . twant~t1,tth dA, of Jt1alev (this y881' p908mb81-'''7th) ba 0 " 
.. ',.,....... ; ' " . "I 

· ' COl!lBto '!lean ~ny things to?!I)!IDJ Jan. '1'o .moBt, "lIlIBnni,, 't1ie , ' e1~t": ;.' : :. . '. .' . '''\~~, ' ' ., ., .. " ." ~ , ' 

4&y period baa baen symbolized ilS!. 'l'be :Peas.t .of Llghti,t~I!Fe8'St> . 
:-'- . .' ' .. ..,. '. "".-, .. ' " .,., . " " -'" 

. " of the IIaccabeee, The Feest of Dedioation. '1'0 all, ,the test.iva 
." '."",; .. ' .' ' ;, tl'1klrigl::f - . . '. '.-' 

:"::~;~~u.kab bae/m,eant tb181inap11'atlon, 1ovinolbil1tT~::·.pi the tl'llimph 
:' ,,;~I'~~i- ' t.h~ · human soul.. ": .,,!:. :: . 

':~::~'':''- . '--,.-; 

SOUl'l'Jing· baok through the avenues .ot hlstol';)" one flnds few 

'0'. '. e pocha 10 the annalo of man so stirring, 00 valorous . ils thllt of the 
. - ~~, " . 

. ; .. d'.:' .. . . . ' '~,",.,.';, .. : " 
.:,. ·:·!ftaooabes8 .• The bredh· of freedom "hloh sustaine twent~etl)/oe-i1tUl'Y 

, ",' . 

" 

. liI\ln was first . exhaled' by the una •• um1ng prieot Mattath1as Of Modin, 
· . , ' .. ";' ·,.·· .. RX.jrttSt ... t.ps-,.... . . ' .. ". ~' ... 

whC!. · wS,th hi.s/f1Cve· lions' struok the t1",.t blow · of ree1.tan.c! : .. ,~.!!a1n8t ", ... 
. . . 

the imperiAl fa.clst Antioohua Eplpbanea, king of all 871'1a. Incensed . . ,'S ian . .. .. p . 
' .. b7 the 1ovaa-1on ot ,..",.1:p horde e., who sought to e"",c",*II.e tl'.unk.& -

root the Jewish reUgion 'and 'op11'lt and to impose the11" de,j'ade!lt 

,;,:~1t' po 010 oul ture B.nd oul t .1,lpon t 1DJ Judee , . the 
' .... ~ .. .. -:, " ' I "guerilla bands ~ harl'assingly aa.sauited the to t 
. reeled baok in fligbt . 

lIaccabeeeorganlzed 

SJl'lan tlank.· until , I 

. 'th~ .. tid Q contused .and .wounded. 
.. 

". " 

But befol'e going down ln crushing defeat, the SJl'lac pagans 

· ',gl,eetully chalked up one a.chJ,evementl they vlolated the st~tf-I!ecked 



-2·.·· 

: .. -jewa' saore<; .s,hrln!> ln Jerus~lem where they set up a pagan al·ter >' • 

. _., 1n: __ t!>.!' . Temple. But the ach16vilmel;lt was .hort-l1"ed.~ee :veal's later. 

on !'he .t .went_y'-.rlt·tb of Kl~le,:t, '167 B,C.E.·, the Temple ,!as thoro1i$hly 

":' ... 

" 

. ~d.leat'191;l · ceremOl;lle" lastQ.d . e·li!h.t · day s. The ' splendor . of 

' llljnp~ and . tor.ehea.~: s01!88. 0f · W1U1i1ph arid · t xilbute, .and .'t~e ' .offerlng ., . '- . . . 
" . : ' orsacriflees made :· theocoa'ill'?l1 melDOr..·ble. ..... -< . ...... :.. ' . 

, .. 0':" 
·.,And' as time · s,l1ppe4 by; the Fe" .• tor the IIacoabeh, the 

> '~:feast , 0rL~i!ht.t lihe!;'eaat bf ' Dlidtastlon' deili!hted ~~8 ' pa~18t'!o or 
~ . . .. ' " .' . ' '. '.. . 

. the~'llad.Slnger~l!.d the ra~onte\U' WhOde-l1oately ;'~vethel«j"gilnd . ... ' '. .' .. . . 
, "'" -. ." '.- . .. 

. into the tapl\atry Of'. ,:fewlshb:1s·t .ol'y. Each, '1I;l ' h1il own tJ;me, 'and . :--. ~" "" ' . .. .:. ' , - . . ' " ',' .. " ~ . 
. . 

. ' ~,! i'~!, ce, , roimd, .Milmsan;~; la~d dUterent stress on, ':~lI: S \?f:1 ~ ot 
.... .' ..... ( : . ' . .. : : ,- ..... i "', ,. : '-' 

. __ ' ,; th,e Maceabe.e s·. This · " Be : a , grea.t m1U~:7 ' triumph,. t90~'~;,tho'ae 

.' ::Wbo' dllesmed ot ' 1llilest1l;lea8 ,a re:,.e';'';rg~poUtlcBl '· Po.ertq. be 
. the "redilicil tion.· :~r .:tite; __ ~e:mple, 

Th1s, was a powerful r e lllllD·uS"· .• C'· .... " re-c~oned w1th ,'1I;l ' thEi1·r w.orid~ ".' . . . . ~. . , , . "" '. ",. ":: ~. ' , ,." , 
·;'~~~':"~> .• . 1ct 01'7. 

. .:~"'. ' 

. "'\'~~~':'Israel ''-8 . ...... . . 

. .•... ; 
~" '., ,~-,; " .~ .. 
. :~~ : . :~:~\(.:;' .. : , 

thoUght others who: aaw ,hp""U*Ubdn ltd1Vtned ,,·th8t 
. :. , -" . -- . '''wloibiestecl' ,c -. .' . .' " .> - .' .• ; ; , .. 

mla .ion waa to l1vel on ,'tne hoiY ' Sl>ll In accordenc'iJ'tw.1th . ' . . . 
.;- ........ --' ... 

.. ,-'.' -' 

·d,;'~· ~:' ·:·'~baliks 
.. ~l i~ ~.' .. , " . 

at .time· and · _ . observe.a ' ·the; stream .01'. Jewish tra~Ut101!~.:. there 
. ",,- .... . 

, ...... ," . , ls a no.t1eubla under,ourrent whlch . wella · the tide and lends' added " 
. l- 'lI . .' ~ : .. ~i;~L~~). ~1r~'~ ~!~D. 

" .. ' 1I;l.;Bn~e 1n huma.n hi.stor y 'ot ' l!'en . taking . ul' arms 1I;ldeferiS~ ~'~ 

. ~. ' . . . ."..' . .... . 
?:'he lIa'c~atieBnrevolt j he seee, a1gn1r1e8 ",tlie ' ,r'~rilt 

: ,. ..' , . • . .,' '--"I': ... "t-J' 

~·treedom Dt oon~9~:.~.iu::e .• i.' 
.... 

. ' . . ' 

• 

'. 
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