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SUNDU RADIO CHAPEL - WOR 
SUN. NOV. 17, 1957 

THE POWER OF YOU 

by "Babbi ~rc H. taueubaua, "IIaUona1 Exeoutive Direotor 

of The Syuagogue Counoi1 of &aerica 

HOW VAS THE WORLD CRB1TED? 
APPEAIlBD 

TWO SAGES OF tHE tALMUD CONSIDERED THIS QUESTION, AND 

, .. 

TO DISAGREE. THE WORLD WAS CREATED, "MIN HATZIDADAIM," LITERALLY, "FROM 

THE SIDES,· TOWARD tHE CENTER, SAID on. THE OTHER CLAIMED, "ME'EMZIASO," 

THE WORLD WAS CREATED FROM THE CENTER Oll'rWARD. 
. T1IBIr 

IR THEIR SYMBOLIC STYLB, THE RABBIS li7STUDYING THE PROBLBM 
F . 

WICH COnONTS us NOW SO VIVIDLY. THEY WERE FACT EXPLORING NOT 

THE QUESTION OF CRBI'1'IOII, BUI RATBER THE MORB SIGNIFIC"ANT PROBLBM OF 

HOW TO CRBATE A BETTER WORLD. 

.11* "( 
THE RABBI WHO MAINTAINED THAT THE V ORLD IS BUILT FRO!! THE 

PERIPHERY lRWARD, IMPLIED THAT liB MUST BUILD BETTER INSTITUTIONS IN 

SOCIETY IF liE ARB TO IMPROVE THE WORLD. THE OTHER 8AGE BELIEVED THAT 

WE MUST START WITH INDIVIDUALS, CRBATE B SUPERIOR MEN AND WOMEN, THEY 

ARE AT THE HURT OF THE WORLD AND ARE ITS S9lo111191l. 5A-~1",J. 

TODAY, MOST OF us WOULD SAY THAT THE THBTH LIES IN BImlEEII THESE 

POLAR VIEWS. BOTH SUPERIOR INSTITUTIONS AND SUPERIOR INDIVIDUALS ARB 
C,v,1.· ... -e!.j) 

ESSENTIAL FOR THE MAINTENANcE OF 1 MEAIIIRGFUL WORLD. 

Btl'r THIS IS 1 GOAL, AND 1 GOAL THAT OUR CIVILIZATION AND OUR 

NATION "~~AR FROM REA.LIZED. IN OUR TWENTIETH CENTURY INDUSTRIAL SOCIETY, 

GRBl'1' EMPHASIS IS PLACED ON SOCIAL IRSTITtl'rIONS. THEY HAVE BECOME ENDS 

IR THEMSELVES, AND MER HAVE BECOME SUBoRDIN4.TE '1'0 THEM. THE ASSEMBLY 

LIRE AND A1l'1'IIMATIOII HAVE REIJroED MAlI TO A SUBSIDIARY OF THE MACHIn. 

MAli IS DEPEBSONALlZED. HE u: HAS BECOME ALL TOO FREQUENTLY A MEANS 
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RATHER kHAN AN EID IN HIMSELF. WOBKDlG MEli' AID WOMEN ABE CALLOUSLY REFERRED 

TO AS THE HIRED BABDS, a "!BB J;lBLP"® 1ft!! pB)'! i eST! !.'INS". 

IN AN ElCEIlLENT STUDI OF AMERlCAN LIFE BY LYMAN 

BRYSON, ENTITLED THE "IIEXT AMERICA", HE POINTS OUT THAT WE HAVE ENTERED 

THE AGE OF THE GREAT ECONOMY. AMBRICA IS BUILDED OR· GRElT GROUPS AID 

VAST AMIIITIOUS INSTITUTIONSJ' \ THERE ARE LARGE AID COMPLEX PO~ICAL BLOCS, 

FARM BLOCS, LABOR MOVE.It!NT.S., BUSlllESS INSTlTUTIORS, PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES, 

AID AN ALMOST ENDLESS VARIETY OF LOBBY GROUPS . ALL OF THESE, SAYS DR. BlYSON 

CAME INTO BEING AS TOOLS, INSTRUMENTS TO SERVE US, BUT LID A FRAl'IUNSTEDI, 

THEY HAVE MANAGED TO MASTER US • 

. tHEY PRESSURE US TO THINK IN CORFORMITY, TO DRESS, FEED OURSELVES, . pp_" PtQVpc. ;'(.; -CI F' Dd It 8: ,H\, .. St'PP 
SEEK OUI ENTERTAINMEBT~IN A MONOIONOUS CORFORMITY. IRDUSTIBES X.IXI 
WART NOT ORLY YOUNG IVY-LEAGUE EXECUTIVES . 

C 'I I 1.'4:+4 /'." ..... . + t ... · .. I. • HI LI' H 't 11 TO BE TRAINED AS COMP ANY MEN, 

( BUT AS 01lE SURVEY REVEALED, INSIST, THAT THEm WIVES LIVE UP TO CBRSAIR 

VAGUE COMPANY STANDARDS OF SUPERFICIAL SOCIABILITY. 

UNDER THE IMP ACT OF THESE AGGRESSIVE GROUPS, THE SPIRITUAL 

MATRIX OF AMBRICA, ITS PROPHETIC APPEAL TO THE INDmDUALISTIC NATURE , 

OF MAN, HAS BECOME TRANSFdRMED INTO A KATERIALiST- ORIENTED SOCIETY, 

WHOSE STANDARDS ARE THOSE OF COMMERCE L DII WHOSE GOD IS MATERIAL SUCCBSS, 
SQd WHOSE RITUAL IS SELF-DIDULGENCE. IT IS LITTLE WONDER THAT WE STAND 

IN SPIRITUAL CONFUSION Bt!FORE THE ORBITING SPlIIB'Ilt. J'AS 01lE CARTOONIST 
. So 

EPITOMIZED OUR DILEMMA: "THEY HAVE THEm SPtl'.rNIlt, BUT WE HAVE OUR EDSEL. · 

HOW DOES 01lE REACT TO THIS AGE OF GREAT COLLECTIVES? HOW DOES 

ONE Bft RESTORE HIS INNER IN'lBGRITY, HIS POWER OB INNER UNITY? 

Pm8TLY, WE MUST REALIZE THAT THESE MASS GROUPS, THESE COLLECTIVES, 

ARE GOOD TOOLS. WE ACHIEVE MOST OF OUR DESmES AND PURPOSES BY GROUP 

• ACTION. 

SECONDLY, WE MUST ACCEPT THE FACT THAT GROUP LIFE xnn AND 

LARUE INSTITUTIONS ABE HERE TO STAY: IT IS FOLLY TO YEARN FOR TIlE 
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DAYS OF THE 
. FOR l' HE SIMPLER DAYS OF l' HE PAST: THE/HORSE AND BUGGY JIIIl[ AND mE 

SPINNINC; WBEl!L •. IT IS A DECEPTIVE ILLUSION THAT THE PAST WAS IX A TIME 

OF LITTLE CONFUSION. THE PAST DID NOT HAVE THAT ~ SIMPLE UNITY WE 

:un: NOSTALC;ICA!.tY ATTRIl3IJT.ETO IT. THE FACT IS TilAT VIRTU4LLYEVERY 

GENERATION GAVE BIRTH TO RElELLIOUS THINKERS, wRITERS, 1.1.ltl CLERGYMEN, 

ARTISTS, WHO REFUSED TO. ACCEPT THE STULTIFICATION OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT. 

THIRDLY, WE MUST REALIZE l' HAT THE PERSONALITY OF THE INDIVIDUAL 

IS NOT DEVELOPED IN TOTAL ISOLATION, THAT THE HIGHEST IN MAN IS REALIZED 

IN CHOOSING AHONG INSTITUTIONS THAT SERVE HIS PURPOSES. BUT ALWAYS 
INSTITUTIONS . 

It KEEP IN MIND TiiAT THESE 4BE lIOT DEMOCRACY'S PURPOSE. TilE 

PURPOSE OF DEMOCRACY IS STILL TO MAKE MEN. AND MEN ABE FORMED IN VIRTUB 

OF TilEIR STI\UGGLES TOFIIID THE GOOD. 

HOW DOES Dill! DEVELOP IMDlVIDUALITY - THE FULL POWl!a OF ONE I S SELF? 

( . AT l' BE OUTSET, WE MUST AGIIEE ON l' HE VALUE OF INDIVIDUALISM: THAT MAlI IS 

• 

AN END IN HIMSELF, AlID TBBT T HE UNIT¥ OF T!'!l! SELF, MAlI'S SPIRITUA.L 

SUCCESS IS THE PRIMARY GOAL IN LIFE. EACH LIFE IS A MOMENT OF ETERNITY, 

NOT A MERE EdHO. 

TO REALIZE THE HIGHEST SELF, ONE MUST BE SELF*DEVOTED, NOT SELF'" 

SEEKING. THIS MEANS THAT DESPITE THE INSTINCT FOR GREGARIOUSNESS, AND . 

. GROUP LIVING, THE INDIVIDUAL MUST NOT BECOME OvER ORGANIZBD, OVERGROUPED, 

A SLAVE TO SOCIAL ACTIVITY. ONE MUST MAKE WISE CHOICES ABOUT IlHE GROUPS 

HE BELONGS TO AND WHICH SERVE HIS PURPOSES. ONE MUST ALLOW TIME FOR 

DEVELOPING TALENTS, FOR ENCOURAGIRG TilE CAPACiTY FOR THOUGHT. 

TOO MANY OF' US ABE JOINERS, WE HAVE TOO MANY MEETINBS, AND 
. . . . . 

TOO LITTLE TIME FOR OURSELVES. MANY OF US SWAMP OUR TALENTS IN(J!OUP 

LIFE, NOT REALIZING THAT A S!lCRIFlCED TALENT MANY POISON AND FRUSTRATE 

OUR LIVES. SOME OF US ARE AFRAID OF TESTING OUR T ALTQfTS, ARE ]i'RWILLING 

TO . ACCEPT l' HE CHALLENGE TO MAKE GOOD. AND SO WE JOIN Olll! GROlil' AFTER 
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ANoTHE!! TO. E SCAPEniOMOURSELVES. 

laEALlZE THAT BRIS MAY SOUND INCONSISTENT: IT IS IN FACT A DIFFICULT 

ID¥~ IiECAUSE OUR ilIGHEST EXPRESSICN . CF THE UBIFIED8ELF IS DEVELOPED 

IIIf\SERV'ICE OF AN IDEAL; AND CUR HIGHEST IDEALS HAVE SOCIAL MEABIIfG. 

THE RESCLUTION o.F TIllS APPARENT DIFFICULTY CAN BE FOUND III IMMANUEL 

!rAllT'S STATEMENT T!lA~N .!lEEDS AN Au.CY OF INDIVIDUALISM AND SOCIALITY. 
. ALSO. 
MAN/NEEDS A DEGREE 0.1" UNSOCIABLENESS WHICH IS RECESSA!\! TO. 

DEVELOP HIS TALENTS. lIE MUST LEARII TO. SAY 'NC'. TO. DEMANDS WHI.C!I DC IfOT 

SERVE HIS HIGIlEST NATURE. 

TIlE SPRING 0.1" GREATNESS III ALL CREATIVE ACTIVITY IS THE CCBTEIIPLATIVl 

SPIRIT. TilIStS TRIiE o.F LIFE AS 0.1" AM' • WHAT CUR NATICI! NEEDS MOST TODAY 

ARE NEW HEROES: NOT FCCTBALL IlERCES, BUT HERCES 0.1" TIlE SP IRIT AND THE 

· IBTELI.ECT. WE NEED MCDELS OF QUIET AIID .RESERVE. WE . NEED TO. ENCCURAGE 

MEN TO. RETIRE AS MUCH AS TO. ACT. 

IT IS SIGNFICANT TO. NCTE HCW MOSES RECEIVED THE TCRAH AND THE 

TEN <DMMANDMEli'l'S .• HE WENT UP TO. MOUNT SIilAIAND. RETIRED FOR lIlIXI FORTY 

DAYS AND NIGBTS~ THE TORAH WAS NOT REVEALED TO HIM IN THE MIDST 0.1" A 

MEETING 0.1" THE 1I011LE SOCIETY OF THE GCWEN CALF. 

THE .BEST PLACE TO. BEGIII TO. LEARII INDIVIDUALITY, TO. BEALIZE 

OIlE 'S POWER CF SEloF, IS RIORT WHERE YOU ARE, AT HCME. A HUSBAND AND WIFE 

· CAN ENCOURAGE EACH CTHER TO. BEGIN REGULAR STUDY, AT HOME. TO READ THCSE 

ENRICHIIiG BOOKsTBEY HAVE PUT ASIDE ANlJ POSTPOIlED FCR So. LCNG. A MOTHER 

· AI!D FATHER CAli GENERArE T HIS SPIRIT WHICH IIUliUTRES INDIVIDUALITY BY 

· UNDERSTANDING THEIR CHILD FULLY. CERTAINLY A NORMAL CHILD NEEDS PLAY 
.~ . . .' . .... . 

AND RECREATION III MllCH AS HEI!EQUIRES NOURISllMEllT' BJl'1' IF YCU!! CH.I1O 
~ i"~l""'~ 

INCLI.NES TO. BEIIiG QuiET .ND S,!;U1lICtrS, TBlliK JiIH 1I0T~ABNORMAL, AND FRET 

IIOT CVER STXJi LABELS .S "HE IS AIIl: INTRCVERT" • 

TO LIVE A CREATIVE, MEAIIIJlGFUL LIFE ONE SHOULD STRIVE TOWARD 

CONSTANT IIIPROVEI4ENT. THE GCAL IS SEloF*DEVBLCPMENT AND SPIRITUAL 

SAnSFACTIOII.THE PROCESS OF THIS DEVELOPMENT IS AS IIIPORTANT AS SOME 
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01' ITS: PRODUCT.. BY THIS I ' HEAN TO SAY THAT to ~ CREATIVE on MUST 

• NOT NEcESSARILY BE A BEETHOVEN OR A IISKBBANDT,( OR AN EINSTEIN. l!VEN 

\ 

Ill' WE ARE NOT Plj.Ol'ESSIONAI,$, WE CAN BIJlI)HE SUJ1j1IOR INDIVIIitrALS BETTJiR ·, 

EQUIPPED TO LIVE FlitLER AND 1I0RE CONSTRUCTIVE 'LIvEs Ill' WE LEARN TO 

RESPECT OUR OWl! TALENTS AND THE TALENTS OF OTIiERS. 

01lR l'IRST DUTY, THEREFoRE, IS. TO KIIOW OUB SELVES. TO DEVELOP DIX . 

OUR HIGHESt pOWERS - tHIS IS THE l!ND OF LIVING. AND TO ACHmVE THts !!lID, 

WE IIlJST ASK OURSELVES. WHAT DO WANT to MAKE OF OUR LIVl!S? AND THEN. WHAT 

BESOURCES:, WHAT TALENTS, CAPACITIES HAVE WE AND n W!;IAT IS TSRE IB 

OUR ENVIRONMENT TOBELP US ACCOMPLISH THIS AIM? AND FINALLY, WHAT CHOICES 

DO WE KUE AND . WHAT ARE TIlE C ONSEQUBNCES OF THESE CHOICES W)lICH WILL ijBLP 

IN THIS DEVl!LOPHENT? 

THIS ACT, THE DISCOVl!RY OF THE SELF, IS TO MY MIND, %B AT '!'BE 

CORE OF RELIGIOUS ElCPERIENCE. 

WE MUST CONl"ESS 1:b OURSELVES THAT NO SOCIETY WAS EVl!R ESTABLISHED 

IN WHICH TJIE INDIVIPUAL WAS TRAINED TO THIIIK. · .PERHAPS THE SHOCK OF TIIB 

INTEIICONTlliI!1iTAL BALLISTIC MISSILE AND SPUTfiI.K, ijlY BE BLESSINGS IN DISGUISE 

CHALLENGING US 'TO !IAS'fE1i THE PROCESS lIHICHW IU.VE SO LONG RESISTED. Tim 

DEVl!LOPING OF SUPERIOR INDIVIDUALS, ESTEEIIING THOSE lIHO HAVE AClliEVED ' 

INTELLECTUAL, SpIlIITI1AL SUCCESS. 

WE ARE PERHAPS NOW, BBLATEDLl AND .llJ'Ii)ER UNHAPPy PRESSURES, JUST 

BEGINNING .TO GLIMPSE TJIE BIBLICAL AND. RABBINIC EMPHASIS ON TS 1l0LEOF 

THE INDIVIDUAL ax AND HIS POWEll FOR G90D IN TIm .1i/ORLD. 'U THE IIIDRASH 

EPiTOMIZED TH.IS IN. TS I!lSTBUCTION THAT IN HEAVl!lI, THE PAUIARCHS, 

ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AIiD J ACOB ~ 1I0T RECI,rE .PRAYERS SDIULTANEOULSY. WERE THEY 
~~.i.f:"'~"", V.,d,o!' ~!<Y . . ~~~ 9/ 

TO 116l1!0{ m DiP1COF THEIB PERSONALITIES WOULD~CREArE/l SPIBITUAL 
'. ~i~~ . . ... 

• EXPLOSION AND WOm.DB5aftlf ON THE HESSIAH BEFORE HIS TIME. . . 

OUR TIME WITH ITS 'lPOG:.lLYPTIC FBARS AND STRAINS IS ' IN NEED 

OF SUCH ' rOlilEBFUL PERSONALITIES WHO IN THE FiJLL5ESS OF THEIR SPIRITUAL 
... ", 



• 

( i 

.. . :, . 

• 

/6 

POWERS WILL RE-CREATE TlIIS WORLD IN ACCORDA!l:! WIT!! TI!E . PIVINJ! DESIGN. 

AND WHENCE COimTBTIlOSE INDIVIPUALS? FROM OUT THERE, FROM AMONG YOU. 

" -, 

...• 




