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VASILY COIIES HOllE 

'l'~ be c alled"up for :the prlzev, whleh ls whai 
i . ' . 

they , termed the dra ft s ervle. ln the C ZBr" s armi es , 

was a ha tedthlng ln all the' provinces . .But nowhere 
, . 

was it more' hated than" in t'he pe aceful .town of Stara

bin,,, 'ahd by no on'. Was 1t 'regarded , wltl,> ' g r eat er dr $ad 

'than by V:as11y Pe trov1ch. ~. 
, 

/ ( Vasily Petrov,~eb '"as a s ens i t1ve l ad ",ho , w~§ 
.~~ ... :o.: 
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~ , ~ Is- r apidly near1ng' hiS t wenty-firs t year, th,e, 'age f or 
'f.,fi ...,. ''\' J.)J-

? _ .... ~ C, ( 
II ~ / If., 

"" ;""'., , ' s ,ervice t o thEi Czar., Vas ily' " as deel;'ly , lnlove w~th 
, \>---1; 
''. '\~..,..\' .olenka, the n~Jg,hborlng Zoldonev's pr,! ,~.ty da ughter, 
, ~l"""\n.>!" 

' \¥",Fl 
!.;> 'v.<ff{ 

n,nd' that l s , why h~, ha t eci all the more" ~ the word Drlzev 

and lts 'awtul 'meaning., I, hen Vasl1y' and ,'OleDka would 

the hot ~ Wla:10ng the fore s t 

I
, walk hand-ln-hand under 

paths, Olenka would s omet~es 

•. ~. ' .~. . . 
$Sk 'w1 th c'oncern: 

"BON s:oon; Vas!ly, hO\i s~on\., ili.: You hav e to 
" . ~ 

a l gn ' up fi,r 'tj,e Pflzev?" , . , 
And Vasily !,e t rovleh would look down at ' the , 

dirt pa th and h is head woul d thro,b with · the p aln" of 
/-,' .':~. 

'of'>. " 

~" 
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the word", and ' h19 he'art >!ould beat faster at l ,ts 

horr1d meaning. Pr1.ev to Vaslly ~as l1ke bllg ht 

to hlS wheat stalks" 11ke storms to h1s cut hay. 
. ' {.' 

He would answer wlth restraint: 

'There 1s tlme, my dear Olenka., But l ,et us 

not talk about suoh unpieasant things. '". 

And 'often there would be sllence after ~hi9" 

a sllenoe that was mournful to the young lovers. 

Vas ny' s fa1r-head 'j/Quld be tUled >11 th frightening 

thoughts ot vulgar cosBacks charglng down upon peace

ful t o>ms" of h19 being pulled out of the pleasant 

fields and aW8:r from home and from Olenka; , of hlS 

trudglng through the wlnter bogs, and of the flogglngs 

Ivan, hls frlend, had descrlbed t o hlm w1th such blt

tern'ess. And e,nger would leap lnto 1119 ches t and ln 

111s thrOat, he ,WO Uld feel a c,urse for the C'; .... and 

the army and the pr1.ev. 

But bls mlnd was made up now on thls day as 

he 9to04 ,ln tbe gloomy corner of tbe dlmly-lit cot tage 

room, throulng b19 meager belonglngs lnto the dirty 

sack. He would not slgn up for ',tbe prhev.He would 
. ," . 

leaae bome. Just 'for .. o" hUe .... untU h19 t went;r-flrst 

birthday was ,Pas t and g one. 
. . . ' 

perhaps they would torget 

, 
' . 

- ' 

, 
i , 
, , , , 

about b1m l 'f tbey ' dld not see him for several months -''', 

brlnglng t he 'wheat ln to the marketpl""e. , Or :p,erhaps 

he could make enough ln the blg c,lty across tbe bor-

" " ders to come back to 5tarabln a,nd pay the prhev , 

i 
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offlcials the three h~dred rubles for hlS l?eedom. 

He was not Bure, what he would do.: but ot tb1a he was , 

certa1l1: he must leave Staraliin before the)' came to 

take him by f orce , 

And whlle hls heed swam wlth these thoughts" 

he tied a knot 111 the top of the s ack"~ threw lt over 

hls shoulder, then turned for a last look at the ' cot

tage. He looked at hls , mother Olga, who seemed old 

and "om ,and tired a9 she st<>od before the great b,lack

bel11ed stove, her hands fold~d across her nat breasts. 

Then at 'hls t a thezH >emyon Petrov1ch, who s a t qulte -un- ' 
. ". 

ooncerned on the hard benoh picking 110e and chaff out 

of hls unruly halr and wlplng his ' flndlngson hie 

,ooarse trou.ers. And at Bbasha, hie ,qulet 11ttle sls';' 

tel', who was ln the c<>rner scrubbing the brass pots. 

'Well, mama, 'I am g oing, ~ 

·You have declded?' , 

·Yes. It is, »1," t 'o' leave whlie : there 1s 'yet 

.t1me. " 

~If you have lIlAde up your ml,nil, -Vas l1y. then 

go ln peace." Her faoe l ooked nard and gr~ven ln 

,the dlmness of the candleU t room. She ,showed no , 

. emotion. "But,.. vasily, how will you get" acros8 the 

borders?tt 
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!be SSA tauelled the mothel on hex shoa1d~p. 

"A Jew >1111 help me., I me t , hlm ln town last week. 
'0 

For flfty rubles he Sald he would take me a cross the 

borders to the bIg clty." 

A howl of anger came from 5emyon Petrovioh. 

°Ivreiaka. Morda! 0 "F.1lthy p1g of a Jewt For t \<1enty 

kop'ekathey would 8,ell thelr mothers into slavery! , 
If I were drunk enough, I would klll out every Zhid 

1n the Czarts p~oVlnee9.a 

~"It ls the only way . I "wll1 glVe hlm the 

1- 'f' #fJ~ 1 fifty rubles,. It l s all tha t ls 1& ft, but lt is the 

~. t.... , only way ." b 
Iv- .- fL'W-.i< j 
.... f'..., w~ s~ And Vaslly Petrovloh put down the s 'ack, w901ked 

(Sl4 ~w 11-.... ~ a.cr-oss the ' room to the far c orner, and betore 'the ikon 
(..l '- "" . ¥) 

" ,.,hleh ba thed ln the little light ' from the melting candle • 
.,... "-'. fL. 

VM~:. ~ .. ' t"-::' he , crossed hlmself" and genuflected"" he murmured 

f'" -r softly., Then he turned, and hlS eye a took In the ereat 
......... ' (itJ,u l) 

-' blaok 'stove. the hard bench a nd the s,trawbed mats, 
fw...;r~"' ' 

,,~w',.J.J.~ '6', the '!hiny over-polished samovar. the lHhographed por-" , 

Ilr ;'l!; of the Czar. He f elt strange and confused and I 

elg hed deeply. He tossed the sack over hlS shoulde .. , 

and a~ he walked ~oward "the doo:r ' " (be hew"d tlOts" mother '" 

a A ¥ 9 0ftl;_ "Ihe Lord be wi th you, 'V'$rl1p A; ~~ 

"', 1'" ,-
~"'4 . ~-J-" 
.. '~"'1 

~.<::1 ' t,A,.I ... 

n.....,., 1. ~ ~f\.,. 

.,. ...u.. 
J\...t h...... , ,, __ ~ " 

, , ~ , ~a- LL ) , 

- II -

In the big clty across the borders, whioh vee 

,'. 
r "': 

" 

': . ", j:!'", ... ~ l far from S~arabln ,and stlll farther from the' p1'1zev" 

\ f'I"" ..,"", .)~ ""-,.. - tA , ,-t.- .. r - N ... ).... -Jt.t... ~ .. 

: ~.- ~~, "6« .... 1~ ''l'' l-l¥<. r1<J' r--.,r ' 

)' : "" , 
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Vaslly Petrovioh t e l t 109 t and lonely. E'or '.e9ks he 

wandered along the broad avenue. looking for employ

ment. ' H19 stomach ,,8.8 tlght Vl l th hUnger , and hie faoe 
, 

grew thin a nd 1<611 tramed wl th a blaok ,beard. Thenhe 

'round ' emp~.oy:nient as a porter in the great woolen uorks 

in "the ce'lt'er of the city. He >lorked from, ear~y ln, 

~ the morning' till l a te evening in the great ,f actory 

wUh the oeaseless drumming noises of maohines . And 

aoon the t1gh'tnes9 · in 1115 s t omaoh was only a memory,. 

and his r;;"'. loaKe'd full even behind the beard, and 

t he loneliness and Sad , thoughts had lett him. 

7 

11'.. t'" ~~, Even 
T'"- 1 

They ',iU:keli Vasily at the great woolen' works." 

the f a t , foreman with the brushy mus t l\ohe liked 

him. Often the foreman would say to hlS as sls tant, 

,that "t'he tall , nand90me lIluzhlk i9 a good worker. 

He ' iS tall as II. s,apl1ng , strong as an ox, Md quiet " 

as 'a t abby-oat,." and then he would tur'l to Vasily 

and ad , 

And . ev~ryone ltTQuld roar with , 
, , 

". . . 
laught er, an,Q. Vasily Petrovich >1ou14 emile and con-

Unu~ his worl: . ,He f elt a warmth l1cU.ng 'his chest, 

and he '"as tickled "i,thpride. ,for ' they paid him ,at

tention and calle.d', hlJlL ,a ., n~ood- worlt:er. 11 ~ 

, ~ , ~t4t"':V~v 

~" Y' ~5""",' . rr: , room with the bare walls . take out the ,!O'ode~ box 
t, 

r
~ from under hiS bed, and co unt the big paper bills. 

\too" , .,.a 
I':\, ')0 - -'I 
\ ' 

\ 
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ThEm h e " ould finger hiS b"ard while look ing out ac

ross t he square, at the little people r ushlng ba ck 

and forth, ,at the troikas wlth the tinkling bells, 

and he would whis per to himselt, 'Soon I s hall be ~ L. , 
. - , (l\. Sc , :,~ I ,~ J. 

rUShing to'o, rllshing back to;pvarabin. I .'ill pay ' - f,< , 

off the ' prizev" and I will bring back gitts to Iillecka . 

Maybe a new dress ••• and for Shasha, .. ..,-be 8Uppers ••• • ~ .,,~ 
~ That Frlday .,as a day o~ joy for Vasily Pet- ' -l-." 

,.\-r, rovlch • , Before the entire .taff of ' the gr ea t woolen 

, 
fv-v.-, d . 

works ', the general manager hims elf announced t ha t 'the 

tall" handsome petrovloh" '''''' chos en t he bes t worker 

of the year and, ther e f ore , was to reoeive a bonus of 
one " hundred' rubl es. In add i t 10n, he " as to be a ppolnted 

Ch1e f O "Porter of the entire floor, and moreover, was 

to rece lve an incre""" in . salary. ' Vasily' Petrovlon 

s tODd breathless and bewllder ed as the many s miling 

workers shook his hand and pa t ted hls brOad snoulders 

'in congr atulatlons . 

Immedla telY aft er the announcements , Vasily' 

sprang and hopped and ran to his tiny 'r oom whlch now 

eeemed h uge and expanSive like a mansion. He locked 
", 

tne door ben1nd him, pulled thE) neatly-folded bllls 

from h is breas tpocket , and stacked th'em, atop those 

1n the woDden box. ' For the 'next thlrty m'1nates l1e 

'patlently counted tl1em, finally concluding that the 

total was a.,1-rhundred r ublest' 
~> ... 
~~ 
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I 
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Hls m1nd wh1rred wlth tIlOllg'htS. First, a nel< 

suit, a new shirt with 8. col.lar button. and new shiny 
, ," ~, ' 

shoes; He waS ge ttlng ready for -,: for Olenka iO,.(..;. I , ,~ , 
~ ~ .,.. ~ , II-< ""'" "'-1.-_ .... '1 +. II-<- , .. , 

hiS ~eloved* j!ae eslef POI tep , loh be damBed! !//}'<.~here ;Lt r-~ 
Iv- ~""",I.l)..,. I , r " 

"""'" tthiureeee hundred for the prl zev, s.-l>o ... t •• ""~ti5>4we ~I 
~~! 

"f .or 'travel:" an,d . the Ili4t for gifts" and ne~t clothes. 
" ' 

Yes, new clothes. Vasily :l?,etrovloh was oomlng .. back 

" to ... :iltarabln l1ke a count, a nobleman. N .. o one ",ould '. 
know him, s? eplendldwouldhe look., Bah, haht 

.. IUs :uouth was Hlled wlth laughter, Who will reoog- , 

nl.e Vaslly Petrovich w1th h1s black beard and hle 

ne" Shit? It 1s a miraole, theywl11 say. Just ,s0;i.;tfA.. 
"short ago Vasily Petrovlch was one of us, a~Jnt, 

a l!lu!.h1k,. and now,. now l -oak a t -. him! a - count, a noble

mant And they '1111 s hake their beadS and eltUa1m;' 

flHe 1s an .aris tocrat, a true ar1s toc;at.,. even to the 
beard""" ~ f+'",,,aA. (" " 

Bls bodY tlngled w1th a rush of warmth and 

hls heart danoed tilth joy as he strutted before hls 

wlndow look1ng aq.miriDgly at the reflel'tlon : of hle, ~'\.vtl\~; 
..a¥~iftded ehen. HQ'" goOd it will be to s,ee Olenka.· 

' " 
my beloved. 0 how Olenka 1<111 be proud ot mel 

An.d ,he 9 tared through the 1<1ndow .ratl'h1ng 

the warm golden sunShine fall aoross the sq,,!are, 

and he thought how pleasant 1. t wll1 be iD,j)arablD 

the day when Vasily comes home. ... . .~ 
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"Stop here at the Kretchma:! II Va.s-l1y .Petro-

vlch· ordered. The dr1ver re1l1ed: his horses to ' a 
,}-...... c·"'''·'' ,h 

halt, and Vastl" stepped down carrying hi. cardboard 

satchel. He handed the ·clrlver. some coins, then en-

tered the lnn. 

ICfUkin 's:e,,!~nov, the bru'keep, looked blankly 

at the bearded stranger in the eUitr'\!~':;'~~lS face ~ 
betrayed .mingled eurpr'1se, f'ear, andt~:t;fu.ion/fwho .. ' . 

ls th1s aristocrat who enters my inn? l'hat does he ' ' 

want here? 1.laybe he is a ne '" d1strict· collector who 

·hag come to *ake my 1nn trom me?)H19 mouth "opened 

to ask quest10ns but hlstongue lay r1gid with fr1ght. 

"Killin "$emyonov. YOll horse "thief, how 1s my 

old ,f .riend 7" ., 
"Pardon me, -." Kulkin was dumtolinded. ~o...J.,;. lA, S;" , 

"There 1s 9ame 1plstake. 1I 

DThere 1B no mistake, Sem1onov. Are you not 

g~ad to see me?" 

·"Y.":""yes. ·But, .sir,_ I fear I .do not know you. ft 

The stranger laughed softly and h1s t .• eth shone ... hite 

aga1nst his beard. 

nBo,", are y our bunions," Kulkln'l n ,'lJihe ' barkeep 

stood aghast; h1s face fUled w1thbew,llderment. 
-=----1 . 

How does he kno" of .lIl¥ bunlQns? And the stranger · 

ch1J.ckled warmly and extended hiS hand, expla1ning 

that he w .... Vasily Petrovich,. son of 8e"'l.on Petrovich, 

the peasant. 

-

\ 

'\ \ 
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back 

':fue barkeell!hOOk handS. then Q"uickly drew 
a..., f..L 1I....t.1,.c.,.x..J~-fl ",:.J d . do +-....t.. (..:::::5'. . 
his arm,~I am pleased to meet you, II ,be said 

with the uncertainty of disbelier. 

110 Ku.~ln S'emyonov. y.ou foolish ass" you 8't\l.l 

d o not 'believe me . I am Vas lly, Vasl1y Petrovi('h. I 

have come baok from acres_s .the borders. n and he told 
"$ ,,,. ~/" . 

-101 ~~ r the bewildered ",an behind the ooonte;;' to l,ook closely 
~ ~{ ........ ...,..../>'/ . ..,." 
\v(..M 'j<"..!: w)_ . at hls face. ~- Then Vastly ordered. " drink and over the ' 

lC.~;,~~~? glass he spoke freely and intimately of h,ls r .... 1ly. 

IN. r I, ~~ . of Olenka,. and of the~~t 1'1eldS. 

'I -, S...;f' tJ.v..Q 

"-i6-0.it 11 

Kulkin Semyonov' s frozen disbelief began to ) 

thaw o~t over the \,larm ,~onversa"10n 'and several glasses 

of vOdka.i. and in.a fe,·' moments he roared with del1ght 

'What an old fool I am, Va.lly! I 1!Ill' glad to 

boy,' heeaid Joyfully • . rhey shook handS 

There were s-everal vera ts between the 1nn and. 

the Petrovich cottage, and with long ."'ift strides,. 

Vas l1y soon stood before the doorway •. 

' He stepped into the cottage and quickly said 

"hello· t o the little girl who was Bitting on tile 

.hard bencll sCl'ubbing a bras.s pot. 

against the .floor >l ith sringing sound; tile little 

'g irl Jumped .to standing Uke a. Btraight shaft,. he~ 

mouth wide open, her eyes filled with t ·error •. 

\ 
\ 

,'-., 
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"Hello n he repeated . . , 
The t errified little girl was frozen where 

s he 9 toad, and the rag dropped from her ha.nd. 

'~Don t t be afra.id, ~ the e tranger l aughed ,. "1 

won·' t eat you ..... a 

As though cornered by a w1ld b oar, the ch1ld 

\>laB struok with tear and she darted acroSS the room 

\ 

and hid behind the fortress of the mountainous stove. (~ i...I..., ' 

[ '. ~~""L . ThiS Btl aoek tibe a tz Eli igez as lIWhsnaely runnrand-hts ~ ~ ) 
~.......,., f....-f(.t; · ""'If<. h "'"'.;" 

cbee--1i-ftea-wed witb la'18'ht er .] 6-.q ~" •• \ JA-.J ' £0 ~;,_, ~ ~"4" " j,~ 
~\ """y.~ ..... ~ ( .. ,I ... . It.':. ; . 

He made several steps toward the stove ~N ! ~~~~.; 

s oft ly as k ed : , """ """ "<. \"'-<.1;:;;;. 

lI ~lbere 1s your father, Semyon Petrovich1 11 ~~ .• • • - . ' . 

"Be--he 1s away, II s.he answered, her eyes wide 

wi thfright • 

"And your mother, Olga Petrovich, where 1s 

she?" 

"She is al B 0 away .. I~ 

"Where have the;y gone? To the marketplace?' 

PNo. Tbe;y are at the wedd ing of Vladimir 
( 

Andre;yevich and Van;ya. Zarubkin ••• • 

uSa. So those two old ones have finall;y mar-

rled. \1e11, 1s 1t a large. celebration?" 

°Yes." The grip of fear was somewhat r e laxed 

fr om t ae little girl's face. 

"Tell me. do ·you expect ;your mother aDd fatl>.er 

to be home Boon?lI 

-. 
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AYes. Soon." 

'Well, until they come;<'"ould you be(£ooo. - -, 

iU 'j uP'girl ,and glve, thlS stranger someth ing to eat." 

I oan't ••• Q ·The stranger moved c10s er 

to the child who no" stoed beslde the stove. 

'Not even ' for this?' And Vaslly Petrovich 

held a da zz11ng ruble toward his 11ttl,e sis ter, 

As sh,e handed the strariger tick sllces of 

cheese and black bread, she ,sturted the ruble into 

her bosom. and watched the .~" bearded man finger 

the big roll of peper bills which he tbr.u~t into 

his breast pocket as he began to munch the foed. 

And after he had c~nsumed the bleck bread 

and cheese and the black tea whlch she poured him 
, , 

from the B~ovar, he 1o.~ed:· ~ul!5tl11' said he was 

tired, and decided he would 

father and mother return~d. 

he had thrown hims elf across 

nap a bl,t Unt1l the , 
. . ('! 

In a m.a.)iter of moments . . ' 
l'-'1~- ~ ~', 

the 8 tiwQU mJa Cd the 

hard: 'BeRea and was snoring .no181~y. 

-lV-

,From the other slde of the door, the llttle 

girl heard the ras p of argument and ,the claah ot 

drunken volc.,s. They "ere back from the wedding. 

She rushed toward the doo,""ay to tell them of her 

g ood fortune and to show them the ~az~lng evidence • . 

" 
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Se.llllon PetrovllJb., whose f ur hat sa.t ba.Qkvlard 

on hl. mus s ed-up ha lr and whoae Sunday sult c oat 
, 

lapel was Ifpped, oould not qu1te m9k .e ,but Se.sha's 

pra.ttle about a strang·er, but he n evertheless aproead 
. ,~j'rr~v .. ""J.,'- . 

out his pa.lm to- receive the ruble.. Olga~ ·, ftlS"1 fe 
.h...- "-, y.,uJ..~ ~ • ...../J ... 

WAg we a 'alBo SJ1gt:ltly tipsy'lmit 'jst !I!Qtjdtii1j II n ) 
~~ 
..Qe.l s "macked hl'm across hlsps.lm and cursed his greed1ness ,.........w 
as she ~ the ruble fromShasha and flrmly planted 

lt ln her sunken bOROm •. 

Behind Shasha who held her finger to her .llps, 

Olga, followed by .~.emyon, tiptoed into the cottage. 

T·og e'ther . they p~u9.ed a.fter a few, steps. A low 

whlsper of amazement come from their 11ps as they 
. ., M ~"t ~ "1"" 'I "'" I~ ~f 4k. t\.. .... t-.. 'I 

'.d1mly be~~ldtthe S; -l/Ag stl' ang erL"wlth the blaok • 

beard, the new stilt and the shiny s·.hoes. "Ivrelska 

~Iorda!. . <lemyon grj>rtted,, 'n oan only be 

plg of a rloh Jet< ln cl.othEls· 11ke that. 

.. filthy. 

Ouch!" 
\ . -

Olga · had klcked h1m ln the shln •• U5wlne! . Keep 

your stupld mouth cloeed. Do you " ant to wake h1m?" 

Then Olga. pus·l\'l<l.: he'l' daughter and her · husban'l. 

behind the great black stov'f · for; .. council of strategy. 

In the shsQow of .the petrovlch bulwark" .8haaha told . 
. . 

with 4u~~t.xeltement of the roll .·the Blze of a blg 

. Christmas sai1Sage·, that lt 1s 1n h1S p4;cket, and 

she pO i nted to h er left bre ast. 

•• 

J 
ot' 
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\ 
\ 
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Olga's eyea fl as hed, and ',t ite heat of her wUd 

thoughts, boiled into vapor,s the a lcOhol on her brain. 

HAre you sure it . ..... '8.5 t hat big']" s he asked Shasha, 

and not , w,aiting for a l'oply, gripped Selll10n Pe trov1ch' a 

~m. and s~ld ",-,,1th fierceness : uSe,Dl1on. l-{e cannot 

waste any , time . You IIlUSt rush i OUllled1ately to Kulkin 

~-s;~ \ Se!l\Y0nov and as k permis,s 10n to use the g un which he 

r~ <,"'I" haa for thieves.' ---' __ -'-
\...rV""" . l.....,.. ..... \ "-""" '\ r "B,Il,t" but, " lle t if he wanta to kno1f 'why l want 

It 1sa atrange reque. t , to make to Kulk1n Sem-..,u'" it? 
, 0,' , ).. ... r. \>1> ~, yonov without good r eas on." 

'i . 1# ~~ ",,",\ 'Then tell h1,,! a wolf has come out of ' the for-

I 
I 

~ ~ ... .,AO. <y"'" es t and into our oottage . But · go, at onc·e. And 
'r ,~ q"","""" cJ.. ~ . ~ . hurry . . back. li/e cannot waste , time"! II 

I 
, 

1 

, , 

;, ",,' , .... 
1 \ 

I ' J 
I . J1. 
I r 
I . 

I 

I' 

,k\~' 
Selll10n Petrov1ch 1 aped 11ke a w11d one across 

the dustv roads. 
~ ~ 

Be pant 

h1S eyes he could see only 

l1ke a ·be~. ~nd before ~ 

" he roll b1g' , as a 9hr1et-

_ ,sausage 1n the breastpock t of the rich ~"w 

'~tranger, and under hi. preath e "muttered· over and 

over again; ulvr·eleka l4.orda.t n. D ,ed ~ew., . damned 

filthy J'e", <i aouned filthy rlch ,Jewl',\- ' , 

, 'The door mllde a loud pang, , •. ndKulkln , Se!l\Yonov 

looked up from behlnd t 'he counter at tile pant1ng, . 

• " ea t1ng Selll10n htrovlcll. ' Wav1ng h1s arms , 11mply 

before him, Petrov1ch blurted, . "Kulk1n, m:r good 

ne1gbbor ... 8 f 8;vor. -I beg ot you ... your gun; please 

loan lt t o me for a -few moment •••• I need 1·t.,.the gun 
" "" .t-~ .... .... ~~"' . 

you have for thleves ••• plea$e •. '.1Jb:e W6l1 Has coat'; ut •.• 51 · 

( 

\ 

" 

',' 



, ,> .. '" 

'Bold on" Seli\Yonl'etrov1eh. Settle d6wn," 

Kulkl.n, 'the bar~eep; drawled. "lIlly all tile ezcite-

1 t e " •• ' ft 

' !culkin thre'ilba.ck bls head and lauglled. ',:£ou , 

are pull1ng lilY l eg . It muS t be ,all the exoitement 

over your son ••. n 

"l>illa.t '/" SemYon was sturmed. 

'Yes, stop, pulling my l eg , you old Jokest er, 

Semyon Petroviob.· ,ltl1ll<ln waggled .. finger l.n front 

o'f Seli\Yon's nose. "1 know >Illy' all the ~xc1-teillent ••• 
, , 

y ~~ han&!geme. son, Va.stly petrovic'h, 1s back, arid 
,\ 

y ou are playing gameS ' ulth me ••• • 

'It:.:lk1n, .. top 1 t. I 'ou talk CU'clest" , . ~ 

":\: am not talking c1rcles, Se!l~'on. V~,117 ,: 

Petrovlcll, y our one and only ~ (m" s tood on th1S 

very spot only one llour' before. And I tell y O'I1, 

" n,.< ..; J: ~ ,''',_ f..l L.. J.... 
frlend Seli\Yon, VasUy Petrovlch Hoked :, .. &<Ollie. d-SU, 

o _ kt'j 1>' , 1.,!c Ci~ 
Wily . , I could hardly r ecognlze h1m1itlth hls beard, ~ . ')-

t"'''''-' anll new suit, anllcollar button Shirt, and shin,. , 

811069 . Be looke,d llke " nobleman', .. tl'ue aristocrat!. 

And ,,1 ttl So muoh morie:tl· 

\ 

/ 



r 

" 

A plerelng cry of pa1n f111ed the entlre lnn 

and ' turnlng on h1s he~l~ sk6:y<>n Petrovich flew out 

t he door" end galloped m9.dl:y ba~ along the road 

klck1ng behirid h'1m forests, of dus t. ' "Mother of 

mothers " V as'lly" Vaslly my one Ilnd onll'" 0 holy 
" saint's! It Se.myon cro~~uid his breaSt over and over 

, 
and 'r epeat,ed all tne fragment. of oatechism he 

could remelll):ler. Tw10e he, trlpped and tell flat on 

1:\19 tace. Each', tlme he ~tood up, d us'ted 1:\1. Sunday 

sult, and btt'j;'erly cursed the fMlen piries "hich 

were obs'tacl-ee o~ ,hiB way hom~. 

He c ontinued hiS fi.iinz).ed flight" and as he 
. ." .'. 

hopped over ,rocks and >ragon-ruts 'lieple'ade'd "i th 

the aairtts t6~Orglve • our ' ,eVllth~ughts, our !i in-
; ': . .;.. . ..: ': :' ."" I ," . _ I .:' .j .,"', . 

fu~ d esire , to do 'har, l~ur ~"'Sl ~r' t ur, ,b~loved V\i~lly ••• • 

As be 'carne t o.!. tn.e d~0t:'\·iay of ~~~··cot~~e' .·ihl.B 
, - - ....,.J.-" 

ches t was ' pounding 11k, drum.; hi.. mind ,~.,,;; : ~, ;:::i 
' '\'1-1-~ . '\I~, ' 

"',itn 'thougllts, of ~t aildJmeR€1'!/. Jl.epa\lsed and made 
' . ." , . ' ,'. 

Olga; Ills, wife, . ~ . 

. eaie1"'ged,· from :·.~h.e g190.m .Of the · · oo·t~age ·.i :".~·n :o.ne. hand, 
. ".' .' '.o'..- . :' • . - .: ~.: . 

She held the roll of ,rubles -- big 'as ,a Chr19tmas sausage" 
. ' , -;"'. . . : :, \~ '.~ .' 

and 'in t1>e o,ther she '-cia:.ped a j<ltcbenk,nlfe. 

~ "I thought yo'u -\fould neve.r ·come. n she a·ald. 

- FINI-

i 

/ 
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First t~o rth American . Ue:rlal. 
R I ghts 01110)' . . , 

DElil!.D IT ALL 

by i<1a.rc U. Tanenba.u;{l 

'. '\"~ hGiL! '"-'·~s . · ~.ielkln·son sn 1d She \-J[! stlie'l i B:hte<:'l: It ·to ·. rooat, you , ther~ . ~ 

coqldr,'t. be t~-? .; Sllght~at. ·doubt in' your mln~ ' ~"ll?-t £.h~ '!l9D.r.: t i t er1t1rely, 

cO"'!l:::l et~ly '" .... J1tlwut,. po,sP. or ulterior purpose; 

She : vtrt s . t !"i!lt kind of .. t>J'?rsor- qr:.d ev.el"'y t hi.:oJg ~'.pou.t her , her 8'.;";..'31 1 

q· ~d ~1 ... er·3'1?t.lc · r~f~\.ire J her 'ogen dark fa.ce \H t b. it's 9"ger · bl~ c lc ~!1es , h~r .. 
. '.' . 

1nt~ns9: qnd st111' 'llehthe-arted 1U~.!l:.er,· tel' f -i: :-:l 1y ' s s t i:"i.rJil,:g· 111 "\ ..... eston 

.··pd her ,~:n;.r. re .;;i t ,,:tl0.n. fro 'n cbl1d.h~od. o:n f .or s ':l rvlc-3 to ~he shul " ::d 

· ... elkl~so::. h~-;;i:-ened ·· to :~et l 'l t e T~:..n'Ba:."t;( :' ft l':'rr..oon i : of'ror.:.t of t hf; 

l1!i '19$ I blOJs<? Coui1t ?r i n. .i\od:-:c!cs ' J ' tll~ ·.l arii':!r' o f ' , .. e9tor~ ' 9 two .o e '~!l1"t-

l'r'11°' l " ""' , .. J. __ , 

" ,-. ,1 '11'01 · O:r .• '." - ' , . . ' ... 
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~;he"11 "'.a ;;~oOOo n '":,~~ ebout. the 5" -:/? " 'JB:-~ ,,8 ~~nllah . ~l ltr1Ou g!·" t:e"r 

1aP.3,c'H' . ~ ~~ (.~ ;flp.sh~~er bu ild. t3.f!d. ' he r tottoise-'r1:n t,~d f=l;vep::lneses ·:no.ne h.9,r 

~ c tL ve 

.' . . . . . 
\·l? 9 h9r l1~ .tlJ1'e • .::I!lcJ. "'hen fr'o . .'1 ti1!l~ to tl.me Oh9 did ' OVArcome :.t, s::e .~'~.d 

shap. r . 
l";er .;; lO Pf! rr:~enn~ consi(} sP90 it 9/tr~U!iJFh ' of' \~i1.l. 

"l.aonlt .:e:.!n to ~OU!lce. on "you , ;';;!:eil-: ! . or to s '}(;;loit ciu" ;~:>et l-';e 

1 1 k:;:) t.t~l !'l'" bE"ol:~u:,:e · l 1'l.!!1 r?.::l..lly .l!ftQ ~· .. 1:;':")V t o nee .vau , I)"lt , "' 'U~~-: !::':ih 
l e f" t . 

. ·!.e:Jdnson S~!~<l ea.~-.""rl.v, touc!-::tr..$ t?:e/for~.q.rm o? tll~ ot,;,::~r .... :o.:n:!.!l , ""':.;t;,t. 

t o' At u lo-;~ no,· I •• I •. , . yo ' . ~_" I, 

II" , 1 ·.·e.L. , 7!Ol.) · :tr;,O\: , 

"" " - 'i'" "t of' . , . ~ •• l - •.. _ ... - 1· •. J '-:'I~ .• ".f;.. O. " ~~J ,.Q ", E .:. •. , ' .., ' .... .!.1~ l""· ··; 

don ' t 

~' .. .. :' 

or:.. 



. ,. 

ey'=!s . . ":':.r-9\'.' £?O ,~t~ :i:" :1~d ;:r,o re :·)o~"'r.lv ; .... ··l1. · I1"='r Cl€'~ l'" cl"ir;; : vol(~ e 

SU!"':-s:-ce;"""ed its ed~c; _ 1~' t~i.S ~ t.loVT.P.E.U or ... ? l ert . 

,. ~_ 1 

" '~"'" , , ' 1· : '~1 ' 11--' T'I'n .. r ..".. ...... 1 ·1" ' .. ·"!' t ·91' 011 v.·e v" ).O .. C.ll -:-" .ro · ".·'.'. - - , ~. . " ' , ~ . ? " , p . - • - " .... 
:1 e!:_&.) 

_ •• _·r 
~:. , 

"" roo •• 1 

.... f' . 

-~ C'! ',": ' . ... ~ !.,,, ' . 

'0 ,~ ,~ ,~ . , 

• .. . 
r'- 0;"" ." , 

- .... _:::'=ll~ .. 
o'r"; .... ,;. ..... ~ ':-"" ... ,:"" 
.. :l .• l.o ll<.;" ~ ~ ... w. 

.. r. 

"'" YO '' ' -· t r. ... < ••• .,..;. '''0:''1 " ) ' Ol OA' ': .,.,0,, -· ... -~~rQ,, ·: 
.~ .... . . ":, ' . . " . <. 0, _," .' '", '., ..... _ • 

. .... ·. t 

. -. .., _._- ~ '') ~''''' . 
t::· l " ... 
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- ~. -

or: thti' ubo l e thlng a '.1 

IIann "'.!.h . ~que~d for a :oom'9r:t as she no t ed th~t 2'he l1e: Gord o l:"i 
, 

\iBS r e nting '81u.::~.1shiy · ~@J "~n9t the "1~'. 11 'of U:e boo t h R.r.d .st;)l"1l'j,g 
diot~ctedl~7' . . 
~~t~N.t Xy/~ t t e r i) l~ek h"l~ ce :ncec "b:~.c tf: 1n a bu:n , · t.hen a t · her f~, ce' 

. . . 
and he.r Ol"Vwn l;.tl psd worsted sU.1 t. i 'J~m1~h en.sed £:ro .T; h"3r otlf f~ 

, 
b.~cke:l POpltio~~ :~~d F~B t lt:~ her elbo\'i'S or. t.~H ·t:\~Gle , .~)E) :.:an to .. 

S ~~9.9 k s louly , d-e11ber-:.tely in order to- \~lri ~11f.'11e. t s atte·,:tlor.. . . 

al:.ay · 'ft"o~ h~r ~ppearar..ce ",'lna on to h~.r vlOI'de . l!. t l enst.h Sheil a sensed 

1-:9r fr'iA-'d t s beir€; disco:nf'lte o b y her e t3. Z'in ~ ; x~x.!~ii:Bk1n:;.g;{~FY,~;lf!?BJ' 
. . 

ohe s tr"l15:r.t~:ml3d ·her posture. "nc :\las e,q~ar' t o- 116tfln . " 

If I .:t.n1nk , Shc:.>11a ,· ' l':ial1n3h . e~to , st~. rth~g her · e; .. )l~l.:ati?~ . "'1 

thlnlt '1 kno vi :Sle111ol" Hosen b=;tt 5l:"' trJ .. ::t·n: :,:\nyo:"'>s' 1...., V 1s to\"'}i:' , bo:;ott$e r, 

. r;e rli"'\ .')5 , . t hqn the r~11b1. does , ~nd ce.,rt:l inly bett~r tln n h-:or: o\tir! 

,,;ell <1 3 I tint \~e r ."":ised OUP clll1dren t ogeti'e r. ':".!;d . 1 don I t tl l~r;:t 

"I I;t! . beln:-. ~.U;fR. :;' r . to. h:::r \"l~en T "tf"ll.l ypu . t he t she. shared cO!l fld -::llces 

'~i lt h m~ t i~'l t she l{~ ~·t fro'D h~r husbl3~"lC! . H 

I.~!1~n9.h · p~uS~d for g ' ~onel1t \'ihl1 e the w') it r ees's!"!r 'VlHd t.he 

coffee , ,:~ ':'! be!' fdce rs .. ") 1~6d inta1:;D9 T,.j';-: ile 5h:3 t. l """;:- ~d fro :!! the cu;-' 

~;:d. co : t. i~~~(1 to look over '2t , .. h""l l o;'l . '::"~".e opel":e'- her E~/es \·J.1:]e .').9 

i..ll':d l ? ~~.i.d,::: II;r .< 8till (~or;. ' t . lt:::iO~·. \'i l-:':!t re:·~, lly r..;~ J~@.n,ea · ~·Jith :[ l e .... ·:-:o{ .. 

11:00 , ~nc' dec l "l. r ed; "'jou see , 1 t.olc you you dld.~ 't k-:o~ .t h? 1~-?:· 1 

story b"' ''!ind. it ' 11. ~iro r.1 your -.'Jsstlon ~ . ~ .. :~.O\.:, 'fOU ·co~id·'. 't ".;ioee:! lv 
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Tanenbaum 

if' I' :n " lrO!'~g t " . 6~1~ S~ ldt alriost ' w ~:1ninf; , her p!'\lms o pening befol"e her 

shouloGrs · ir: A Bi:'!3.11 d9s.::-e!"l1 te g'!:'s t ':-lre . 

!l!l!1n··l1a S:l t b.'1.ck i!l tbe booth , crocBed 'her legs , ar:.(] c;o~til:uo;?d 

n o ... -, clos "" T .. , '::"" >:"I" " Q. is "..... .. . • ~ . . I . ",,).~, ,. . 

"r~ally? ., 

"V !' " ... e G. . .0 ' o r:.e Bl~' 

.~'" "Po t'·l· l pr.>~~· ·' 1 ""CiCl · .. ~ot onl y " r~ ie" l ' I. '. ' . •• "'-~_ -' _ . ' . • \ . . . • 1 ." . 

, ' 

r uin ·th91r l i ves , 

~ t si:.OU lC' ' i.:ever 
"lso 

b~t · 'I t!mde ,,,! :'::~ S6 

, ', 

" ,,.. "."l-.e " r ~~'''r..'l .. t o·'''o . "'l!' - '~ " ",0. f nc ' ... ~ l.o .. ... .... "' • • ...!."_" .L .... , .... ... u . •.• ...• _ . tha.t i t ·l:!..lo eue n l~e -:ercuesio~s h I t !-::.'?-

. st:ul it.s-elf' shot~s how enor'rnoue R . · to!l s~ [\ke ~. t \'J~S . II 

, , 

: ·:p. r ,-:ore. a . r _'"! d 1!.o'W secur ed... i:l~911n '6 t.U"!:::i i v'lcled 9. t te:'!t ion . .t. 'J s111r:~:t , ' 

h.er .S~~1Sf'S i n such ":J · .... ,ay ,' . .1 ~ to" absorp .e-oI.9l"'yt "111 " ·t h!:l t. · ca::!43- fl';o~ .: ~.' ' ~.'! h ' s 

o '"rp'c·tior. . ?l,,;.ra~ ·"' e . l,n.flect1or..5 , · rr.ov~ :ne!1ts 9r . ~he eve s , 6:::- · 1·1 ~u i...,e r

I n.'''_s . o(' t he l1 ps , p.verv · <ts .:ect o f -.er8ol:~ 11ty th·' t '"' f nl?cts d t .':e f ·'!..? v.or

i~ ::? of . t,l~1? .".: c coun t. lhn!1ah fjr-lused -'" "nome::' t 1t' .. ~\ ::lc~: to r~ !:"< li ze ':"}".o::-l l "'. ' 5 

dp.1 1'!J<?1" 1 t~ , ·tiltte~':'o f- f!"l.c ,t ":'lr:n~'l' of , tell l ng . 

lI':L' l:.ey wers e ··;tlre~y. t \·;o d l "'f~l:'ent' t'Jpee ~f .. ~'.? o ·.: le . I· · cQ.] -:1..t~

t.1e "'· - ~.-: lltlf:' ·t .O tl19~ .'-ror~ t! .. '])~ to ?!:.YO!!0 el BA I ;~.o'\\; 1n .es-s: on, 0 '1' '~!y

w!~er'? p.lse: , : -ro r ·t~'1 t l1r:.,.tt~ :z' • .t.J hp. \·,q s · "~'qt,'..lre , ,=-n.!:l~ l ci t:J ted , ~ ·tl"':; l V , 

l' ~ -, ... .. 



, Ta!;!..snbaum, - G 

lnt~5rru?ted hp.r 'na rra t:l,ve ~ ~ :!!O~nt ,to con.!'l 1oer ~ fl'·'-!g.Ine!'lt~ry 'r.emorv 

'~~; i'lc:: 6h';l""~ le~lf:ed '1.n the brief rapp~::llg of he r !-'!poon ~g.' i DSt., the 

alee o ;f' tb'3 C,llY,) _ ,She i·i':-S 'H~are' t 'h9 t &h~ ii~ I ~ p.''1ea lnQu:1'red 'into !~e'r 

IIHer o.nly t r o'uble, , j Ihrnah c0 2::t. ~nued, l ooki ng, up :l.t ~hel1~ , 

tr1'e'l1 1y h~p ~! UY'Be , her i::lo.rt~ of C,~ ln , ,';.as l!er tJN!J:::UJ:X ~ frlghtfu l te:n?er . 

,~' S loi-~g, :"lad as ,,;t?ll' 'la 1 kne"J I ~Ar ~ 1 Dev,~'r 1;;9..8 :lble' to deter~i:. '£I' ,\,j!':.e t hsr 

" 

' jI '11 bet yoU , !1 Sll1~11'i 8:sssrteQ ,dtl:' ~ ,!193l'" sin i~s ter quality 

of on~ ?:~llln~ on SO "de secret I oro r..l bitec flnd, 1 !~,3 , ' II tMt Cle::l!10r _~~se!:. 

I..:'~E ,t i';e O :'lC ~'J i';.o ~h"')ve- 2~ther ,1.\',a" f roJ) hO!!l3 ~ 1 5)]1 t j t str".l,~:e.2', . ~:m :i 

~r:ib1.F.- , h~ "I ' ,t1:~t ,b)·)~~.g.',:ed? ; te11: V'0U , _. i:.'l !:21?b, 1; ' ~ l1uddp,r a t. the: Vf?; r y 

t~~b'.lgl'!t ' :) -f It,, 11 ". ?l~.l h el" shoU ld e r g t witc.hed ' '9ven ,'?oS s'2e B) oke. 

1;:~19tl:~-r .:..eo!).!1.rO rud _ tl'!e s trength ,te ' t , ·ll his only c~) 11~ , to l·~:::.ve hO :~9 

:lee! t.1p.ver . C(>:!lP. b~ C ~t .llSa.:'i.'n . 1 doubt ,,,,het he l" ~ '.- y o,t U!:. ,. or C1.r.y of' our 

husb·lmL-'I , \;:lUld b""' , abl e ' to. 3ut S:ae~nor J:io~en co~l-3 _ ,::0 -hpr :t ' 'it.::: 

01,;:>'11" ~s t :':? , li,ght o f qa~r. And above ;! 'l i e J,.ss , ,it, w·s :reqsml')bl f!J 

t:~e l0 7~, c " 1 tl~L~'[ to do . 

' It ~. b.~ to l d · ':;;e t h'"! t tltle h!lp ,ened one '? ' to t ·.'l. l:t t o ~E! t hsr !1P:J:J t 

told h9P ,:;U1.te dt8~aeSlbn'! tp.lv.' ~ D ' f' ;;-='ltt r- of' ti"'~d r,? , th~t :", f d : '? 

~~ar~ evt::: r t o ,s'1 rl',V ,a ~J1t l1e ,boy che- E,hDU1-: r:,::J t ~~ot l:Q1" t~ COID@ ho:p. 
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hueb"~d, ;"le.qnor o -,>e ~~ ed t he frm~,t d oor; ordered tt.91!1 to l eavG, :1;:0 · tllen 

bo l ,ted thf doqr a s they walked .. "1 '1!lay from 't he fro.!lt ' ste,~s . " 

. "~nd Lsonai"d.? " 2heila. a e kec. 
, 

" ;: .~onaY'd ·,i.s n 1t!: .. G "~!ld sentlTf]ent!l. 1 . ~19n . He didn ' t '. like tr.e ie ea 

es ~ec ia.llV si :1ce h~ cons id.ered l:::'msel:f 'more· obDf~rv""_nt " more Jet-1 i sh, t han 

:l~ '"J r.ort , ljut 'r's.'?l l y P,=c'<luse }as ,;'1.! B t r.e ·;:res1dent. · of V.eet,cn!'5s only :shu), , · 

. t):,;....q larC~Bt 9hul in tl-:e state , .-:!l1d," .. ;~;tt 1-:,Qul :! t he _geo~;19 s .ay? !-e tr-ied to 

are~e tlmt .t t ,·m.s D.ll an "ei'ro.r , th"lt they coul!." fitl':'a1g!lten ,it ,:11 out~ 

sO:1:~how ~ COl!! ' ro~iGe of some sort could ·t-:- 'I)o l"'3:ed . Jut. ?!:;te9nor. ';!Qul1. h::ar , 
not h 1nE', of .it . Sh~ t 'urced on Le·o~1.:1 rd \"Jith ~h3.t··. \·"lt!-_-9 r: r:.3 , l a. c er'. tl!l6 l oolt 

{h.::J t ofl l v · ~:.er t Y:::9 of \oloman C'ln so ID':! rcl1e p.sl y :1l.'3na ge , t,olc h1m t.o·k~e; 
,- ' 

hi s fool b: ~-. :r.o uth · shut' , 'a~d t hen e·he drove ':.sther out. . " 

rr_~nd tl:-en? I' 

Tho ,y . ('.1,d~ ' t l~Ui""·t 9?.ch other .DO 'n~ch physlc''"! lly as . t i!~y d.id qth~.rw .lse . 

l..eo.~::l ~l \-las 'lS PI'OUn !.t~d stubborr>. as. he W1S· cor~vent10~"' ~ and sl;;}.tl::ent ?l. 

~oe i·'~~~te0 -;""~'19?,,""'_o r to ':l,polog lze 1:-n public vJ he n t.ly<y C"~ tb }::our.t for the 

divor~e ?rO~eedir..eS t but .. she · 1"13fused:. ';~ hen be s P:-it 0 ::: . the f l oor 1r.. ,fro~:t 

of l't~r, t .t:.'tt kl11p~ ' !i~.v c'o ss1.~ie h :ll;>e tC:'3.t 'tl1ey :nit':li.t o.o:ne .t oget,l:.er 'It'i!r- ' 

" .'1f t :~r '111 thls~ t!.an!'lAh , 1 c~n ' t ,.md·erst a :d ' ~o,:! t l:ey contln~ed 

to hold o~f'lces i n f\hul~. i.low could U~ey . r .':t ce peoPl~~ 1 (je'1,~- . aft e r a l l , 

t}:e ,,! \-Jere l,?(l(l~I's i n a relig ious inst i tution ? ," 

_.e 

t'l':1Sr. ·' t 6r"Jl!l. '~ to iT:;l Ve 91.:'0010 ' 8 '1Y h1s \~lf!=; e·r ove hl!l! fro':n t l':.e :~es: der.cy 
lcO l ,'l"J:-'it' - , 
'l ft s r/so ,:":I..")llY .Y~!!. rl;"· •. Tlie n," to o , 1;~ ir..''';e.at.ed !';IO rr:i.A ~ b ::!or.e:y I n. th~ r-b.ll; .. 

"-
, ' , 

Vi.a C l:~c, l :lst !;o:.lr~e of 9Q.lf- ·~£,te ,'3 ~ . T !10;:;0 , r-?b~1r:.t.o.~ed.' 1"!1.n t~o~} e toe su~t : ~1 

to 'cQ!l":lderl t· .e et· ··,.ir~ ~itll'"!.t . .iOr. ~'~1~ r~' ~' i E' t/;<I~ ... y, l::::~ OF-'i'y .:'oet of 
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SO:-:;9 kl r:j .,) i" o t her. , Tl'.a t '-ISS::} "i"'ea l b I o,-) to L e o n :ll"d \~h:> cou l dn' t qli -1t.. e 

, 
. u ~ .. m·{ ltlAo co~e t ~} t he lie.2 rt . of the stor y," ~he' Tl:Uth , ';s \': 9 s t 3rted 

out ' C"111 .1 r~~\t, ~' i .iar~ah- aaid, \·.:ir.klng her "eye , ,then shif~in~ over t o t l1e 

other l e z . · :;"1"19 reF.lched .1:0l" hsr ~.)ul"se·-, pr rvlu c Ad (.l pack ot' c,1 r:ar.c:;> tt~ c· 1 

o.f f'er..::o O~1o? to ~h'2'.11.'<! • . gnd then a ftRr bot h hqd exr-~"llsd sevE'r l l tl!!l9!a , 
.' . . . 

she cont,1~'1u~d . "First 'o,! !l llt in ' :I. lean<?r' e: case ' . thei."e \'Ji? 5 no on~ l.'no 

d:lred ae~ ~er ' to r e slgn. The . r.~bbl once vlsit '3d hsr 111 her n e'A.ly-

rC'l~t ed ' ,'lp~lf't,meYlt to t ';lk thlilgs" OV9r .~~'bo~t t l::e slste rhoO,a , i ts f:ature 

. act: vi t lee. et. ce't e r .:l , "'Jut· l.t See!i18 he coUldn 't. "o"r 11:1g b l Qsalf to d1 S C.US9 . , . 

l:.~ :c re e l 2.~'1 tlon. ?e!flpl e isrnel ' s s.i'stsrhood 1;113. 8 Jue·t inconcelvoble 

\~ l t~lout 5:1 ~al'lor ibsen !l~ it'-a pres l den,t • 

. '.1[\5109 fro m t1nt • . &he l1a . be 1ne u lst~rl1a od preo 1dep,t \?a s no t. 

a matter of ;>Brson3.1 IJr l de or: e steem i'or El eanor, .as ever yone .f e.It o:I.nd· 

kn€!l.oJ . It \-'Jas r at,he r !i .:ua.tter of prlnclpl;e ; il qU9s.t 1on of' 1asu-es 'Wh1ch , 

-::;le3. ~or h::.d s?lcl tl~e ar..d acain. long b efore t h i s 1.ri!~ole ;'Jass C3 =e ·t o ,9£!.ss , 

1":."."0 to be dealt \':1th , regarol t:!E. s of· .... In.O. \.Ja s ;: l"esldent . lin d tr.at really 
. . 

\·m.G t pe c~use of ou'i:' do"mf a ll 2.5 .:1. congl"ega tloc. " 

!' r:: lln t . ~o 'you !!lean? II 

~t<, 11 . P ~l ' " A " ~~c· , Eloon ? I. t~ r·. l!. eanor J.\.Osar.: eG3~~ ;;·raslu G' .: t 0 ... t~:~ C':ster-

1:000 e!':.z ~m·b!'l r1:·~d on a one- :n':l.!1 . c.r~a:Jde 'l:J!".ttcn SI1? o;: p. :l l ;{ c ~{ lled 't. i~e 

9,!)1,nci ~'lt ion of the Jet1 ish \'lOman l • :i: ' con' ·t }'O..~ ve ~u t e ll 'v ou l·, ::;? t sbe 

"." . t·o, !bnr:~h . &h~ \'lB.S r ell. lly t .errlflc , 'rna J- was an tOl" l'!.~r . 
, 

_;nd. so '.~ere ·:t:)s.t of tl~e otb.~r gi r l s , F lt t,ou ~' ~~ .' . .. ~.~ . non~ of: us ,IJere ;:: s o ;.: t-

,S1'Oke~1 or c oul1 d " fe ;"jc our-s~lves !-:.r:. lf :lS :';iell I~ S ,sh~ CJid . ". 

, 



T.anenba,um - 9 -

".ohe was one D.r tbE' f ew peo?l e \7hb J)c t ua lly Cnmp.3.1gned f or 

'Wmt _S'O!:? bell~~ ved ' in. t:'omen h.e l p !I S much· as the men 1n · k.eep~ng ,up 

rem9le rsr<{e l, so th""3re i~ .no reason why t·:orne.!2 siloul dn I t sh4 ~e 1I! 

tbe o;;1?'Ul ~9 :·fiei.:t of its a.f ra1rs . 11 

"'chat ' s "<lby t.hree women are on t he . ~03 rd - of .D iractors, lR!'!'" t 

'.' ~rh'Dt ' s r .i.ght . -Of c ourse ~ it too k . years "lnd years of: o3.ttle 

He dldn I t,- l1lte the idea of \-Jomen running 3 Jilll!l, .~8rt l c·ul~rly &uc h CoB 

l.m~ortant .dbllJ. as' t~ lB ,one . -lle couldn I t argue ,.;;1 th El eanor, bece.use, r 

:3esldes, it Ijiaa not. tr':).dltlc:nal, h~ used .t o say . Eve r ytl:1.ng E le:~nor 

:::r o posed he l '? b.eled 110t tr~dltlonn.l •. C:~erl a'ed l'l6m9:'1· s -::.tt1ns .togetl:er? _ 

( ot. t ,.~d1tlQ~1: Conf1r!l!-!!,t.ion· of . g irls? 1'. ot tPAd· l tl0 ·;~al~ The f3.ct ttl:l.t 
" " 

QE· ~~en t ~~"'!llY 'of tee:!! r~ vlng 0.R .muc h .!~::n'ii.sh r.tnoT;:ledge · ·a.s t~le men , ~ itjful ly 

:smS3.6t:t~ ".9 th~ t l!l l g bt be , road not~"11ng t o do \';" th it, he argU6c;i . '2 heee 

Here rad,lc '} l .1d ea ~ , '1nd 7e~;le Israel ' \m's net a r :!dlcal i :nstltut1ol!! 

~:;~d Unto \vCl.2 the 9:!'ld 'ZIf it. 

81".9 ,,1"1. 1;' '.J:v ·! ... .''OIT r..usb~~;d ' S obtus9r.'eDs· B,n d dO"J!U"l ~;ht . E.t.ul:J~,ornes~ - s he ~}a8 

~ c0::1v1ncefd ~'3' l~q .l~c ted e9'r every 91~0'pOS" i ~ir.n)1Y : bee ::!. UI::.e he d .1<!n I t ",ant 

hn'r Sl1.0"' 1n~ b iro u:;f - she n~verthe12ss m"lnaged. mo st or t he. t ,1me t o bel~'1 ·Je 

: ~lscrei31;-l .Tf ~1I1C ' t ac tfully . For ·he r ., :tnnt is , b,ec'3uEie for :r:o~t ott~'1'rs her 

dlec :L'et 'lvDs h~u1d r ... QV9 beai1 ::~l;"3p.:l:~ ·ir.f. iscl"et lons , I f 110t outl"iz ht 

.f':3YX ,,-:19. A ~ any l"'at:p , 9-h9 did aTlolD e ny ope:; . br,·~ a:.ts T-:ld ·!iept. i13l' ::.10re 

· :.:eath:~~s . " 
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by E1eanor's ~tt ltuc1e being the ' cause of 'the .dc'rmtRl1 of ·the 

C,onBreg.~t :"011' 1" 

Hannah ·ble .... , a puf,f of: smoke in the a ir, ground out the c,igarette 

i n the . asbtr<lY •. and then .pointed her forer ·j.n · er 'in ~he il11f' s direction . 

lI~bel1a. t" she said, '·'th1H 1s tbe part of the: st.ory ·U· .. ~ t you don't knOv. 

11 :-d. t h;l. t I ' want · you to knO\·~, b'3caase you r att itude to\"1~rd the sister-' 

bood and t 'he a.bYJ. decends. on your .knowing the' truth .• !\!1d t.111a ' le Hh/ 

I W'ln t to -pa 1nt the 1'Jhole pi cture for you::: ev .. n at th~ exper..ee of 

1"9n..'lshinE 'a gr.eat dea~ th~-l t y"ou' know flrsthr'lnti ' o r' had Guessed at. :2.he 

·')Arspec t.l-:e .- ls 1mportant •• '. II 

".1:Je ll;1l said 5b~i~a., '.'1 'Ill all ·ears. ", 

('After t ;-:-ey \vere d1~orc'ed, !'L'lf1~nO~ ' liosen (h~· c lded tmt her dJ.eve 

of .pusayf09tlng - Ul1t "ias t he "very .... Jord l=Ihe used, pussyfoo" l ne; - hep 

c q :r:p" 1.gr::: viere at an end . ~he f1gured ,she no longer need,ed t o a ·;.pease 

1..ecn9:rd , S:-le "knew thli t t he r :\bbl \"as on her side eve,1 though 112 hesi"tatea 

,forclng th~ issue bec.::mse he feared h.' .. s p res'1dent' B stubborn and 

)oss;~bly viol ent.. reaction. And eo : she took off " b~i:' ·kid :;:: loves ,'=,nd took 

on G-o liath ••• n 

n ~; h~ t do you mean , Hann.::l l1? I don I t get: t hA,t. II 

"3y th.;'1.t I me::tn , Shella ,. r.hqt Ineanol" l.i8.d declded tl~e time 1':9.d. 

come ' to stop ~ evading wr.at she culled the 'fund,')se'2ts 1 deT!iOcl-'~ t!.c !»1t 

riGht of J~w:isli \101!1Sn I lih"lcb is to rAad thB Tor~ti 1,n the ahYl on _1.n 

":)0100 ' or tlie glrls we,re , ~ver my 'bouse soms t1:!!=.! ~go 111d t t ey . 

w~re t!\l ~tlnf!. about, but I thol.,lBht it was just, you 'knO\-;" lll1s., Bort of 
t"lk~r,g abollt: 

:J l -"' y-?ct.ik:lE, lilte/ n Ovi WQuld, you. like to \)? a rel?etzin'] 3ut so:n~thlng 

inside ;r.e told :';l'3 then. it rnus t ' i';-:ve started. with l!: l a.3.nor. Isr.'t t h·,t 
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ll t;ell, ~hel1~ . -n. ;>paren~ ly El c:a nor th~ught hard about t b1s b~·C8.Uge 

she ·told ':De s he dec 1de.d to. malre 9. g r eat b1g · symboll.c act of it, like 

the stormi ng. of. the ila.etl11e , that sort of t h1I'l:3 . ":e11 , ·as you . ln10\'/, . 
Cele01":-ltee 

;Sh;~vuos/tg the t.1;ne of t he g i ving ·of the Tor ah to ·t.he · Je"rs . .. . ~ I 

$1;e.l1::1 u:ordon ,nodc.ed t~'r head • 

. 11 .; . and Eleano,r p l a nned; 0.n the ' first de y ,of Sh'1 vuos .• right in 

the nildc!le of the .eervicea , t o \lall~ u p- onto the blmft.lj. p.nd. to ·demind . 

"'1 6 her _d~'3ocr1.tlc and Je\fl s h -right to be c~lled: to ref.!,d .a . portion of . 

the 'ror~h • . :\nd you knm·, . she lmow s as ",muOh liebr~w 3 9 her busbnnd , ~KaX' 

e x- huspRnd , th...at l e ,. and ~h~ more than ~nyb:)dy e~se CQuld r ead it •. ·." 

!I ;;~ ell " q,y Lord , Ha.nnall, ;.jh.~t mppe ned1 I d id n I t hear 9uythl::g 

noout thl s : , i'ib9,'t ".r..!'.lpgened'? How c ome I d on ' t Imo\'J 1:I.bout 1t'l '1 iJllel l!3. "las 
flameD 

a bu,!:iDl l n:; of exc~tement , hsr eyes t\W/E'i:ff\'19 of 8x J;?ect!1nc y, nr.d h~r 

\<7ere 
lI l,irlfor.t,um.l:tel~t Sh?vu:oa C3.fi!e out on ~ :'>::~ turd~.y ·~ ,00 there/no othE-,r 

\..:o:Jen i T:. ~ bec1.u se they ~Jere all helping. t r..-ei l" busb:,nds in the st9r es , 

t.his b~i!'.::; thcr busy season . just before v~c8tlon . i.lnd t here '·If!.S .luet ' :xm 

abo'..l t a Wi;, V'lP ':If :!en " :n~ i,nly th..~ o19,e r mS!l who \'!ou.ld be ;nore of fended 

tl'l<-~:"1 t,h~ o+"he!'s !!,,:xi wlt1: \,ih<?J'!l LeonBrd ROB~r. ' S 2toCk ;t.'!)d 'esteem 1s 

.::fea tar. 
\ 

"~le'l~oi .. just ' c1i'd.n ' t care ~_~y:nore . She h1.d lost hgr ' po. t1en ce 

\"ialt ins ·-:nd ,"lUl t i r.g , she '1.9;9 L1fur :i..~l ted by the f:'le t , til!). t he r former 

htH;b~.\("..d "~9 s , the Ila .101~ , i~gedl~e~lt ' to any p~ol3resw 1n :::ea ton' 8 aewl eh 

l ife , a nd she- dec~d.ed :r:o~ or nevr-: r . 

II~O on th1 ~ fi r st d a y. of Ch9 v tws, JU8t ,~~f"t '7r tl~e Tor~,h 8cI"011s 

·~iJ'e t nlrer. oct, ]:leanor Hosen wa lks, u p to t he :platform , 'H~,C fil~:!!ly 

ae:l"':.ide of. tl~~ 'rab'Ji ~no ' r.,he men etandlnt 'e.rou n:-! u ? there , t.ha t sbe 

be c "? lled to t:::e ';orah. 
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9.nd screams out !i:yster1cally, &t the top of his ' voice: l It' you let 

that lIom::ti sta:1d ,on t.hls -pulpit and v-lbla t"e t:ha t Torah, you're , not 

going to 'h3:ve a pulpit to stand on any more . .. I .. . And b~fore the ' 

l'abbt or · J3.!lyone COUld , stop. him, he turns around, t~o',-"s :his, t,alAs 

·~r.d Ridour on tJi.e Chair; and stalks, out of th$ .Q.!ru1 hie fUCA purple 

' ~11t;h r~t:e :. 

:''i'h.'lt s~.m9 night . the fire engines c·'!!Ils · blazlr..g ~n fr.o:n 0.11 

over t he count.,J. I don I t t11ink anybody w 11·J.. e-~e~ forget thllt fire, 

. the sCl'olls, t he ark , the build1ng a hea ? of s :[older-ir,, ~3 ~sh . ". 

baClt lir,:;p .'Igainnt. the boot"h';!all. 

IITl':IG only ,?"'1opl -:: \"iho .kno\'; WClP.t l1app'ened \·W. 8 t.h'it minxan of men. 
" ' ' ,. 

AP1d the r''lbl.)l m"1de ~h€r.l ~H'Jear q1at .. 8ame .::nornfnz t i-:sy rlOuld no t tell 

anyone -"1f'..3t hud i:l'3. ·.') 9sr..~d c t"h("~t · ~Ci"'11~!~6 , h FJ 't .h.ou{":bt it ~o ugly ,",no unf'it 

to be- c~ssed 0:1 i n tl:e streets;· He to11. me about. it, t!10u:h, bec~use 

.i should know th~ real rgaS0!19. l.\'by both :::le ~ nor ' ar:c1 LeonA-r,d ROEene 

.left tow~ 90 soon after t hO' fire . 1! 

.I!':.hen -it vias;'!' t because .... 11 t.i1?, i1 q bl,urted out, her eyes ~t!lrlng 

in disbelief .• 

:trl0 , it \~'asn 1 t because Leor.a.rc. itosen h::>lo a.n 1r.surance 'jolic:y 

on the shul \'illich no one \oj'as sup::;osed to !mO\',l about • . t:no. 1. t "Iaen l:to 

uec:::l.use \:.~e coUlc1~ " t ~f'for'd to ~)ay off t he loortg·"3,£e-. !!.n~ it ·vlC.S!)'t · 

beClluse th1z \-i:tS a. wa.y 'the.· lold men I could .ou~t the pabbl I wna \'Jas 

e e .:.:. ting ;lIode1"n ·ideas ' .. The re~son is . t.~e ·one I Jus t - told y:>u, 3-nd tInt·ls 

the truth het.lnd it all. II 

, 
i ' 
I! 
, I 
I ' 
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Theme f or Ra.di.~ Drama 

I n small B~az il ian · to"n. man chr~nically ill is 

on verge of dent.h. Physdcians · ~c:alle d in f rom 

largest medic a l c l inics . 
·s 

proc la lJn8l there ~ no 

in Sout h America") --.- . 

h ope fo r ~ r ecove r y . 

9nly mo.st d tli~te surg ical opera ti on might be of avail.· 

but th~reat : surgeons 9 ell Bt'tlte B. d ~ clare~ their 

technique - al though UDiv~rsa Uy h:era lded as the 
. o.J>..< 

f i n e s t and a b],e et - P.iel:ila l?~n;a~t o .p erform 

. 8ucces~J!illy in this case . 

The child· of t he doomed nnn frets •. de ~pa.irs. ·In her' 
.0:: 

,-' 

I 

d esperat i on she ~:oam.e rB .3 lmle h~ ly theoughi: .t he dusty . 

g.~imy r o..1.da. ·On the' .e c"tS9 of . town , she ~)8.SS6S ,",.n 

elde rly be a rAe d. ~n who sits a top a mound, neat .h the 
fI\ .. "oeR. CoS~ 

shade of a tree. JaaB Paelo - that is he~ notices 

the depr e s s ion ~!it on :the child's features . He oal1s 

·her to him. and asks why the de spair? Carmella unloosens 

her shrive led s oul in d ~sc ription of her jhther's plight. 

l.Vhen !';he finiF!.he~ her tala, t he man- - most distinguished 
. . 

in fea tures a.nd with a strange mystic s trength emanating 

from ~ his f ac e ~ says nothing, 

Carroells by hand, and trudg e s off to 

a ri se s , takes 
town. 

the ~. 

· In t he to':?n hospital ·. he salts to see Camel1s ' s father. 

He 1s refus ed entrance. But his quiet insistence, a nd the 

alarming stat emen t t hat be ha.s come to eave the man 

--r-y 'sta rtles t h e "ttendante who give " .. y before him. Eoterlon g , . 

. • J . tbe,.....darkene.d r oom, he ::D: walke over t o the b ee. ' o.f the 

~:l::sl l · doomed man. 



He Ba)t~ n othlD8. He ~o6kB at th~ 1D!lD, then at. the 

sterilized sarg i osl. t.il strument s lying enoa.sed a t hia 

side, but says nothinso 

Behind qim there gathers the hospi t a l staff protesting , 

remon3troting o He ·turns, . loo~e severely. at the grdUp . 

which s1.owly quietsdown a "J; .. t he ~1ght of his strong, 

~~ unusual face and st ronger y e ~ my~tlo -1ike gaze. 

I 

In 8. clear voice '.'1h leh bel.ies his eld prly appearanoe ,he 

orders two phys:i,cians to ho ld h i s bar-ds and the remai n d e r 

of the gathered to do likewise in forming a circle about 

the' "doomed pa. t lent". The lights are t hen t doused. 

In · th~ strangely quiet atmosphere pun(;tuated only '·by the 

dyspeptio breat. hing of the bed-ridden man, a voroe is . " . 

heard. It is the . ciear but subdued voice of ..J·u:~-"'';''PBido~- :~ : '--.. 

intonat ing 8. . c~t-like pa·sssge •. ;He speaks in Partugese 

yet the quality of his ohant ie eomewhat Arabic - Hebraic. 

~he he·svp:, lrreguia r brest·hing and t he chant ~"f .. pa'b:l:.o . !Iil 
pervade the darkened r09m - ~.nd "then - the mo st aaa-zing 

s ounds. The o~lo~lnB of metal upon . metal i .B heard. · The 

out of the sOissor , .t ·il e xmmB sc::-rape of··th8 .soalpel are 

d1Bc ernable to · ~he p~TeisianB I ea rs. Th ey are impelled .t 'o 

move but t hey .dare not. They grasp ' firmly the hands of ?ablc 

who challts on, 

Forty minutes P:lss. s till the brea t h ing, · the intor.a.ti on of 
· j/l"-

~~o , the metallio Clank of metal - plus ~he wincing .noise 

and stirring groan G oming from t he area of the encircled 

)led . 

Each mem~er af the circle gx s queezes 
'>~ 

tighter therhandB 

- -- ., 



• • . 0 " 

o~hi B neighb ors . 

At t he end of fift;?' minutes .P.ab.lo suddenly ca lls out: 

"That i8 all . Turn on the lighten. The entire group, 

drenched with perspira tion, rush ee .·to the bed • 

. Carmella 1' 13 father i8 asleep t but brea t hes heavily • 

.it his side there l ay blood spattered se i"so re, ·scalpelB, 

.and tweezers. 

The pby$ci ans turn to Pab~o . He is not. t here. 

Four days l ater t the town ne l.'/sps.pe rl s headlines :rea.d: 

"DOOMED !.!illi \1111 LIVE", 

On the man J·~~ -·P8bto ~ t he stlJI""J oa rries the r~mark of 

Carmell lJ. : 

UWho is h~? He is "tpe man who site on the " 

""""'"' -mound usg,gp ,the Shad e of the tree .. .. " . 

. , 
, . 
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" , < , . , . yeu en NEVER TELL ••• 

;y Marc H. Tanenbaum. 

,:-J'K Mayb. it wa. a ooinoid.n ••••• then asain, you un never tenl. • 

... ~ . _ . ~~ened several yo.ara ago. . I was spending the week-end 

with my b~otne~t the one who 1s a theological student. We had returned 

. to the: do~ftory ~atUrdaY night. tired '&:FlJ-rathe1"'~~~ed.· A few 
- "'-

oasual rmia~-k8 while -we undressed and cl1JD.bed under the: covers, then 

asleep.- .: 
} 

-It was a cool_ olear night. EVer sq." otten a. whisp of wind 

"blen through the' shadol'SY, winding oorridors •. I felt ,strange sleeping 

, in ' the donn1 tory of a theologioal ' seminary.. I DeTer did put much stoak 

in theolog~oal systems and divine inspirat19Ds. But that's how it was _ 

I waa fatigUed - too ~atigued to wrangle with Goa or his disoiples. 

~Arid' the bed :~'8 80 comt'ortable • 

. I·~mu8t--ha~e._been=8.bout, :fcmr 'o( clock when I heard a shaJ:"}), 

alD).08t ·Re .. · ;ous-b~~ing· ott the door. A" muffled ca.11 eehoed.. and re-eoho_ed 

' down the hallway_ First a· murmured IIHarold, wake :up.~.itt8 .me:.~ _.E1ihu ••• 

wake ~., - plea8~"!. ". a pauae, then & l oud "F.ARO~r~WAKB uP.t ". 

w:h6ever the noctnrn:a.l intruder "118.8, one thl~ waa oertain. He 

was excited and anx·iety .teared his call. I sat up-rig~~ in my li'arm bed. 

-WHO IN Tim m.:LL'S THERE ••• Jeez, What time is it~ • • ?n Rubbing my 

eyes and brushing baok my tang"~,ed hair, I looked about the room.-:1D 

e.~~ie spark-jM·t ed-me .. -

"HAROLD? PLEASE ••• IT'S !.fE ••• ELIHU ••• PLKASE,.OPEN UP ••• ~. The 
.~t; 
. ~:1P . \ . 

:~~ ,:~ door . rattled a8 fists pound~d impatiently. 

-. 
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.i was ' ~..,.ke, · tully ·.wake. Harold Was still sleep.ing obliviously, 

snuggl~d in cover-folde • . I re~ch~d . out ·to jostle· him, he·sita~ed. Should 

I open the door1: -HAROLD, PL"EASE· OPEN UP ••• t" • •• l NEED yOU.· •• • • . 

. "Ho.ld ·your pants - we'll be over - don't make 80 damned much 

noiael-

There was· ter·tor. in the g~yt s Toioe. Something was Wrong .• I s hook 

Harold . tl"Heh, you 1 d 'betteI;" get up~ •• $omeo!}e ;mpts you ••• get up, E"a rold . tI 

The poor ldd ·was tired. He turned slo .... ly, l~ke~ ·up at me~ muttered, 

. ~J!mmm.o ..... h o.o'l"fhatt. wrong •• ~tI • . He was still asleep. Th~ fists drubbed , 

on· .the door-panel.;" shattered all .stillness in · the room. Harold open. wide 

his ere.& B.~d sat . up . rtwha.t's wrongt" he ~sked·~ · 

"Somebody ·wants you, ft. tl!l8.~d. 
, , 

, I ope~ed ,the door an,d, the impatientoallor ~.h.d into the ' rOOlll,L4<.,,1' i 

~1I1LS . .l!£.!nging his felt ;h~t. He fair-Iy shou.~e4, nth a oraok i ·n hi·s v'-tf...tl R;i.. ,; 
voioe,· "Whatt B WTOI)g witll you? ••• I've bos.n 8ore&ming at you f~r ten 

minut~st •.•.• G.-,. out of bed, please ' get out .... I need you •• onOlfl" 

Gr~ ' 
'HazpId leaned to~~. J; • .i'lic,ed Of! 'the ligbt. The beams shone 

. down on t his fellow, ElihU. His taoe ~8 wet "'i~h perapt"ration. :RiB mouth 

quivered .a he tried to say somethl·ng . .. ym' · ,ould ri&d .'e""o:-tt!nre-b""~n·_bl.ind 
. . . . - . 

lo-p-de1l'~~'i:)t':"'-to!i~{h80t s.omething _s wr~ gru".fi wrong • 

. , Harold quickly i~rod~oed us., slip.ped· tnto his 'shoes, then aaked: 

-why th~ oommoti9n, Bl~hu ••• lt must be near tou~ o901ook ••• tl o 

" 

EIi~u trie~ to explain something . His taoe ~vitohed. A .tear 
, 

trickled along the ridge of hie !'ye. He ·ne:i'Tously handed a orump.~ed 
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yellow 'sheet to Harold. It wa~ • te~egram. Harold glanoed OT9r 

"~ 
the sheet and atartlngly mov:e4 b~ok. -Holy oow1 ••• seD·.~ •• Bift· in 

a ooma.~.Oh. GOD!" A shudder 'and heavy pall enveloped the 

kid! 8 faoe. 

Elihu oho~inily murmured that they ~re saying Tehl11tm 

~n his room upstairs. Harold rushed about the roam. gathering up his 

bath-robe, a yamulka, and a siddur. He pushed a folded yt.m.ulka and 

a sm&11, blue-ooTered book into my hands, and said, ·Come with us ••• 

I'll explain later-. Elihu matted his wettened &yes. He blubbered, 

-I'll see you in my room. I have to ••• to get , two more fellows for 

a 'Minyan.- ' . . . dM"~ ~"W1 . 
We 'whisked along the corrldo~~8 Harold explained tha~ Bon 

was Elihu'. 'oldest brother, .that he had just been ordained. He was ' 

struok with spi~l men~ng,it1s, 'and aocording to the telegram, had been 

6n ' a coma for elghteen hours. Harold added that lien was a close friend ~ 

That's all he could say. L1ke. Elihu, ,he had a catoh in his throat • 

. ''l!.o~&s-quaAr " qwLer coul4-.1)e. I felt 

strange ',inough just being i~ a semina.ry . And DPW they asked me to 

do something I hadn't done in eight. years - daTen. Just didn't mako 
~.' , ; 

~! '\ ... (", ~ senae. The more I thought about it, the more peouliar it seemed. 
" ' I" ~ ' . ~. : \ "\" :'",'" ~ 
.... . , ~ ; 

. 1 ,~ ·J ~~ r ' 
. , ...,' r . J From behind t he open door of Elihu's room, light ' streamed 

" \1 ", '\'~,I ', . 
'.. forth. Harold and I entered • . ' ~. \ 

. 1'J · , " ' , {,to 

V" A . ...-lrous. That'. wha 
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Small, huddled groups of two and three boys oonverse·.:! in 

muffled whispers. All' Clf them were in pajamas. bathrobe~, and 

" , 

slippers. Some were embarrassingly wiping oold creams fram their faces. 

others were wiping sleep 

.sk~rt1~*l~y-WWl~iaat'-ha~d~happ'ened. 
! .. " r /:_. 11,\'.,,/ :. , 

'l'h;e- cell14 light ~threw ~le-shadows-about-the_r_oom. A breeze 

seeped through the' open window, rustled pa.pers on the table. Seat ed . . Yir,t;~, 
at the ·table in the center of the room was Milton. Harold told me he 

-w:as' the mi4dle' blrOther, a rabbi • . He had j~st d.riven in from New Roohelle. 

He was the 'only fully olo.thed p.erson in the room. IDmohed over the 

table, he bathed his damp, reddened cheeks wit h a crumpledhandkerchle~. 

With his other hand, he shakingly turned the pages of ~he prayer book. 

Ever so often, he sighed, Whimpered depressedly, 

The door slammed. Everyone turned to see Elihu throw his 

ooat carelessly on '& ohair. He. approaohed Milton, uttering; -We ••• W$ 

have fA Minyan· ••• •• Milton slowly ra~sed himsel f from his ohair. He 
I, "'''' . 

~· gJt "i,:, :':., 
' stared only at the br011ll, dog-eared :·.pages, and announced W8a.lclys . . . 

ftTUrn ••• pleaae turn to., page nine ••• •• He paused momentar1l1, 

wiped his glistening eyes, then in loWiJ. subdued ton'as read the Hebrew 
, \ . 

1::'. '~ , , • 'J" ' .. , ,.' - ... 
'. , linea. i· . , ', t 

Everyone galed "intently at Mil ton and Elihu, the sobbing, whimpering 

brothers. They bega.n to chant ', Their ohant grew louder. 'The brojJhers . 
£ IftV"[i Lei'l; f l: Ii/f';·f. /;A~ - . ,y)jf;':"~:-':"1 ( " .. ..: ~ t _.. - ' 

were ()rying/~ng" ....p.raYing ! ..A.-ohar.ge_sho~thF:eug-n:.the room. A halt-

.... ·C~k- hOl'd~O:t'"eve~{.Q~~.~ .. '1'he berobed bOY'8~ aa t hough 
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transfigured, intoned the psalms. , 

strenuously and intensely they prayed, page after page. The minutes 

passed. The volume of etrained voices inoreased. 

Quiet darkness bor dered the window. ~l:'ie moon··painted- &-pa.le wh.it.e_ 

- ffnish- on t1fe-Plmes.. --. 

Milton olutohed his 8011ed handkerchief. waved his arms in the air. 

He o'ried, •••• the Hea:vens are the Heavens ot the Lord but the Earth bath 

Be given to the children of men. The dead praise not the Lord nor they 

who desoend 

JI '_// 
h , t. 
'J ~ J~ 6 .)"4.1. . l~/ ---d!.,.. I , 

, 
Lt" ,. 

The a~aphere was high-pitohed and tense. Milton and Elihu were 

praoticallywailing. I tho~ht they were hysterical. ' Over and over they 

chanted the Hebrew passages. 

Milton ooughed nervously, wiped his soggy palms on his ooat-lap~18. 

Elihu s~ood In the corn~r, 8haki~g tram slde ~ side. Re wined, -Ben ••• 

oh, Ben ••• please, don't leave us ••• please ••• God, !llaase •••. please ••• God ••• a. 

Milton lament~4. te~rtully. "0, lordI I beseeoh Thee, deliver 

the soul from death, the eyes from teare, the foot from the slipp,lng ••• ,". 

olasped 
Milton again rleJlllha'!l his hands together, waved them loos"y, pleaded. 

Suddenly, the~e Dame a. dull, ti~ knock. Milton froze in his 

position. Elihu stirred. ~8 stunned. 

T.he intent look on .the drawn faDes gave way . to startled eyes. gaping 

mouths. 

There was ~nother rap on the door. Like statuettes, everyone steod 

molded before the open books. 

. -
~ I glanoed about the room, then rushed briskly to the door. A boy 

j. ,~, I ' 

," ,', "" , ; ·.r , . ,,' ' 
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handed me • telegram. I br9ught it - intO' the room. Milton and Elihu 

stared icily. moved toward me to touoh the envelo~e. They dared not • 

. "Whhh - Whhh - Whhat is it - Whhat does it sanet .they blurted together. 

. . 

I ri~ered the ·~nv~lo,pe. ripped open the flap . :i looked . . . 

up at the brothers • ...--Th·ey naQ oOlrei"9-d their eyee. The othere gather!!ld 
. . . ..::.---- . 

about them, light~y touching thei·r shoulders . ' 

, 
! glano~d '!-t th~ typed worda and reads 

tiThe orieia 1e over •• ·. ·Ben will live ••• Praised be the name ot 

the Lord. · •• Signed,. Fa,ther.tI 

L:Uc:e .'oft!J1rs "d-:.p.g,per-housee they·.orumpled into ohalr3. I looke'd " 

"_·out-1;tre-wiruro;.:witha-liirt~r, .halt-.8i~h, I s.afd to myiiel"f1-' 

Maybe it was a ooinoiderioe ••• then aglin, you oan never tell ••• · • 



i ., 

TlteSatun!qp .&vicrJJ 
. ., \ Qf Llr-.UT:nI ' . . 

v .. '" 4J1b SImt, N.wy.,i 19. N. ' Y. 

The E<li.tors of The Salilrday RJ1IituJ of 
Ultrahlrt regret that the inclosed manuscript 
'has not proved suitable for theil turrent neec!,s, 
They, appreciate its merits. anc! wi$h to thank 
the author for subqli.tt,iQg it. 
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i . 10"d oil'.· . Ai' ""'. &Oro .. 'bot alaud .... "r. 
£zi1 ... wi t;h olear ~. 
C1Yll1..,U",,'. tn~d_~'·or •• 
JI1a8I ... ~ '--1. 11. f;balr .,raa'or • 
.IJl4 .UI.ir ~ d __ •• ot 8N1 

. 'OI1rol¥ rofl.aU .. . ot 'both' _r.o ona'.' 
Sl!0IIi det1an'l¥ UDioir . _ .. ;;.0 .. ", NI" 

.A.m1cl,' th. oonon of haHCIlI1·' l\Ql1l!1u'k 
plpp.d Ulo 8."'''~ pll . 
, ( ...... l¥ Dot propelled 1>7 ", ....... ".."'1 drl_' 

11I1'.lled ..... .;aNd &1!4 dipped. 
Io tearl, no _"'a, ., "-'pl01 _ _ rDel ~J' JllLDltu~r. . 
Sp.rOl¥ ..... ~ m.a. obit tloppod botr 111". olosm' 
Bari". ' .. '""U. ba"n •• 0 ,llo'.uns '""U. 

(ourol¥ "n.au" at botr _r· •• '"U,. 
Thl IClUMir,". mcmoah~d .. ~ 

'(ot ooi\a'1D 'oaj!Doloc1oal per~aU ... ' 
IDOhod "wltwaiodl¥ ... ahaD1pall¥. • Ualns 'ho .... ,.r. . 
WI111o\ ,bot pll flappod botaY8~. ~D (a' .111'. doU"', 

· .Gl1d.d 'Il'iphl1l18 '0 .... hr'. ouA ••• pauolD8 rot".h'1D8l¥. 
BR' ,he palo Ilull<e ploddod _rd. oyer ~. . . . 

· In thelr 'black aayerzl_ 4.pth" their 0 •• ,01", 
. ('0D0e their o:reati or., IlGi thelr .ha~led "1'1.) 

J40wd . lD oJ'dei>, -dlI01p11_4 in aat.ion (aDd tboaa,hty). 

· Ui.Dlluftr tor :he.dam .did the ,iant aut am. tiana 
h \l>O .lollk of haM. boo"D oho1no ('lYmI>olloa17, 
~ \bo .pU .onl¥. poaoo"'llJ. unft"",1118d1l wl_d 
On .... ture~f. breen. hOWM o'er Jian~ '. PI'. one,tl. 

· WODderlN • . "J:I:aDiIUftJo tor ~da:ur" 

Deep 1.D !lOr '""1~. toa,horod ·broaa' .... b1U'1a4 !>or ·_4 
· 4D1 cld a tear, ea.1'1 am bUt.r . 
propplD8 U 8"'''11 ' DP~ '!IO_ 
JaDeu'nJ"taa for ·fte¢qn. 

, ./ 
i , 
! 
j 

' . '-



.lnHlK 
VHrilliU BLASPm:l!En 

'<N~l'!Iua. ahoJ:'t storle. Bud artlcle .. bf th1e author 

who. halbi:.t:rolD Bal,t 1 .. 0 ..... , .. ha"e' appeared in IIl111· .~.hgl1sh and 
.". ~I ( .... ,' , " 

Bel~: :a Journal1st, 

,. -,. - ~ . ~ --- - - .'.' 

. . . 

ltsbllr L."ln. "..a a small qu1et ,qUan wlt.1i ,P:a:le .;.yea- and a 

q':'-i-z~lca1 'puco',:, on. his ·tace. Hi!! :l1itle ' shop,. vlth its t:aded 

·"H!>t.i.44y ·O .... et!-ng Carda" a1gnpalnted Qn thew,lndov, seemed to 
,", : , "' .,..' . . "ti. . ", i 

cOlDple .. ""t h1s., stolld appearanoe. IIl1en, :rears bac.!!:, he nrat 
" .. ..,: ;.,:.' ';" . . .' ..... ~- . 

move«1 onto Loriib~rd Street .• be became the oenter ot "eonBlderable 

controv.r~Y, IHthoush lt 18 onlf' todaf tha.t ha be',a... ava .... ot: 

the tempest he b .... "ed then •. 

'Durlns t.he:·flrat """Ir' ot: h1. arr1'18l, .. when hit began hlB 

dsi.lf' rUual ot: .itt.'inS i> .. t:o .... hls shop, he dld notlcs the . 
l1l'IuliUal aotivity ot:h1s neighl>ore. Ths ta1lor opposite h1e 

sto!,& ... s constantlY filtt.lng ·acro8e to hie .s '\de of the street 

to': v)li-Blier wlth tile grocer behtnd t .ha opoOn-.. ij. piokle barrel; . ". - .' . . . . 

. t .hef ~hl,spe""d, be noticed, t.hen nod\!ed In hlB d1recUon • . The 
. ,", 

t:rult-stand proprietor liqqld' duok ·.lnto the ' poultr:r ShOP nert; 
. , . 

door, and atter. a brlet: """ddle,bQthtlle poultr:r and t:rult-men 
" .. , .. . , ',',' ' . , , . ' . . ' :. ({',D~'& 

. wou1d joe"r .out. .ll,t.: h1 • . above · the vlndov-etgn "",rlred "tat ' atl I!~ilk. 
. :~ ~ ," ~ . .' . 

Ch1ckBns ·· -- Ko·shil~~. · All along t ·he block, during· that nrst ""81r, 

he ... a aw.a .... . ·of thitss SUdden oaUOUS8. andatealthf gathering.a. 
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quiZz1cal pUclulr, 'and ' thel! return und1st,urbed to leaf1na thrOugh 

tbe, rilt ':l,lthe cal.endar .. on hie lap, or 

covered" bOokS" on , t-be' cbdr beside him, ' 

pe'I'U,lI~pe; the' brown bard_ 
.', ~.:!-::.:~ . 

it,)'tz~1Il b&d been or ~ more, curtOu,~ Dature~ be would 

hav'n,ut 'his ~alel.dar and l1ttle b"';wn ' booll:,~: :~:Bl4e' tor a IIOmentJ 

be liOuid have, 'rtOl'd up, walked acrosa tJlii Btreet-to t~e rruit and 

po\i~~i-t;.ai~n;.' or up 'tbe block to the 
. ~:. ~ ."" , . 

~~ ln~.i'l;"":, "lihy ail ,the s.nt.ens~ 

srocer al\(( ",,:'noi', and he, wouid 
~ . _. :'1;" .,', ' . 

interest ~e';~'~d abolit me?,' 

But"lh~ 1IHnix', va. not c"i-1ous about' what . t ,h9''"p9oP,le"ere 

"Mspi;ri~. ~ vas lnterested tax Only il! , tbe ~~dendar and the 
0" ' • ". , . 

brovti),,{1'!1;'COU"",, booka wblch ,M ,read co,I18tan~,ii ,betore ble ntUs 

ellQp."'·' '.; '.:>:~ .,.; 
" '11\ ... !'iit', tbe, nuttering, 'wh1"per~n6 ,, ~r(,prl~.tQre 

that, I~Zh1i "~ .. ln, tbelr new ru.1/Sbbor,wotild; ,cr';;e ,totbem and 

';xi;~ll!h;,~Blt. (Tb9Y would not come tQ 1!im tor ,firstlY. he vas 

astllll~et ,andoi"LOmbard Street onenev"r approa,c\><!s st.ranaera, 
." .':: . .' . . . -' - . . . ';" :: ,'- ". . 

an4secondiy, they basitated to 'lnterrupt"l!ts'/reiiIl.1Jig). " Wb,y "ae . . " . . ... . .. 
he ,cona,tantl)- 1,,':t'1na tchroue:h the , calen48r anll ~ .. t11n6 th .. 'brown 

. . . . ' 
. ~oQkIi • . 80".e -..wanted "to know. Oth$ra ba:d 1lO". ~~ODal ques,t lona. 

" .. - . . .' - .. 
, ' , 

1181 .It'zhi'j, Levln;p';"prietor "of: tbe e:re"'t,inS'"c~J.d, shop, a ' learned . ' . -. " 

man a~ 'he ; appeared , to 'be rromhlsaed,ulOU8 ~adlJig'l (Even In 'tbe 
. ' . . :<,:, "~ 

fr,net.1i1: World ,or plclUe~ and chlc~n ,rea:then, a :lIAn·. lIOrtb 

wa.: ~~auredbyh1a, "l~a'riiina".) 'Or, phra~ed d1rrer.;ntl~, vaS he 

OPBli>t1.;g BU,cb a ,sImple bUBlnes,s .80 itl8t he, m.1ght have more l.elsure 

1!I~hieb' to: sWlly? Or" 'tha,n &@/l1n, "!lS , he sll11plytrylna to, evade 
.. . . r' . " 

strenilous·, labOr auch as 1!i1_~' tbaywere 'all, eDlSaged In, or wali be 
" .' "" :-';' "' .~. - - .. . ' '. '. . 

alilmple'ton \lnsble to, ~le more Involved btis~n88S .tfal,t'&? 

,', 
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Event.~ilY, thi> anawera came out.. But aa' In all quutlonB 

.... lat,ine: to .pe .. aolllq.1ty. the ana .. e .. a cam'. out· :.pl~cBmeal, and' with 

the nelghbors unable to a88ellble .B z:o~ed .a~ conc.lustve vlew, 

. t~t ·broke apart and 118 .... a ....... :red In two .. contl1c·t.·lng ~'oa.p •• ThoBe 

BenilllBntall:r-lnol1ned vowed that illlItk Ibhi·lt · )i.e.,ln ....... . . 11&11 

01' ""at · .. ru.dlUon, maulve '!mow18csge, and profound .1.nBlliht·s. The . 

." 

'" . 

mo .... 'c:rnlcalswcl"B tbat ·he WIlS a almpl..t.o';, .. lo.;y lout, Imap,-. 

l.nal.bl~,glven ~t~b2l':0ceB, and othe~ tb1ng8c:rnlcal.en 

u8ual~Y Bay abo~ · t", .. lower estate. Neither . ·1e"·j .ot .COU~8.t . 

t~';bied wIth tach, tor or' wbat ~Orthl8 agOasl~tbatls tact.;'at! ';( 
" ~ ::. 

In the· S:rnagOgU8 ' itt thll 'base!!iant .... ound ·t.he c~rn'7 1ft tile .ldd~ 

pf t .if! h,,!'S' '- 'ble,elt • . ~h 'c~~ were tblJowu" ·l~t,.p; .conf'u..a1on. He VBS 

ne1t:!>e .. lIl'U(Iite nor stupId,. nelii\e .. l!ta. shrewd .nor· .du",b~ Hewaa, 

OO"'-"e .. " pli>t'oun41y almp.18 and modest - and, .... lI!lt. 8~8equ8ntly 
" . . .;. 

haeue the. o".. .. ridlng tacto .. In the ' controversy" It,zhllt '~vln __ 

gltted· wlth a ·tat.homleaa ~ 01' ·stor18. and parable. and 1&.8end8. · 
.:: . 

Thos .. 'who hil4 'come p .... pared to moclt tbS Simpleton, round ·the •• elveB 

l .. ughing 'wlth deLight .. toow'·t .he clown HBrehele OstropUi .... bad 

e,;"ded the .bol'4e .. e;w;l'4a·~ 'I'-_e who bad c'ome .to sympathlze 0 .. ~o 

Idolize, forgOt to do both. Even the short"lnded, . h"'8Clb18 rabbI 

omll.ed· with golden 'teeth tJU.ough ltzhak' 8 ' talea. 

And so, .1n raet, It~h1li: Levln was no' 10nge .... 8trange .. ~ 

The bar .. ie" whlch· Lomh .. 1'4 St .... et hil4 ,ab .. io .. ted eh..l ve1"d, then 

wUhe ..... d away. Prom all aldes qf the b.loolt now, the grocer, the 

t .. llO~, the contectlone .. , the poult. .. y-man, all began to p"y ""gula .. · 

vlal.ts to · the 01'1'4 ahop. Ii was . not long. beto .... rumo .. bad It tMt 

Itzhik Levln vaa something 01'0 & _ .. v .. l. Itzhllt I ..... ln,- it va8 

' .' .-
" .~ '. 
j 
;: ., 
" 



. .. . 

" .' 

, . 

.. " 

" 
8al~c ....... nal:!~.,lne"8 ,,,It.h qnly t.,.o pz:oduct.ii, bOli.'d."Y: is'riet11i!S 

c!lpda·. and, Seder pat.e. torPaS80ver. MQreove.r,. i.t,. 'vaB, ,,1,481i" 
. . ~ ." 

adde4~ . ltzhlk Levlit bad sllch to.reatght t.hat. he. needed """';hee8 

supplies bl!t onCe, a ~ar for the enU .... , season. And ail an atter·'-
.'. , .. , 

.thought. .some. co_ntad that. this sma'll ... hiep8d mail suppOrted a 

wlt~ and tour Children with ,the earnings ot liut twq prOduct's .• 

, .... In ' ths ·marbt. hterarch:r. Imdsr. ordinary c'i.rcumst.aIicea; such 

Inr;i$t;Sd t.rlbutes . would han 'Im!liedlsl"ly ellc1ted ~ J"&~11 :,9t . . . .. . 

" 'skeptleiam •. 1t 'liot outr1ght condemn!lt10n~ But ,In" t.Iie ,'OB·SS of Itzhlk 

Lev~l!·. ,the.Be ruinon "SCAme sy;"bo1.sCl' h1s B1IIi~le ,\S"E'atnll,se. Httre 

", t.hl.ssmallmodest ·lll!in had evaded . the opprenli<i 1S"8 ot eoonomlos • . 

lie· ·h'lrdiy. tiook careo! h1& abop, and .,.., It. . p:rov1ded, tor- blm • . W.lt.h 
. . 

t .WO s·1mp19 products WI'ohased once a year - ' sh •. ··SUCh roree1ght: -

. ~, ~B :,bt.~: t,o · .BU.~~ a~ .. 1'~~1~1~'· A~d lftoreo~e.r.: W~~t;t ot-b8 .... w.rell .. 
. .' ." . _.' . . ' ~ ... ~ 

elavlbg a_y' he !::nd' an abundance ot;· time' tn . .... l!1ch ·.:to. :1'8"11. on tihe 
. . . . 

backe .. pt' Qalsildars and. iii' the. brawn l,>&rd-covefed .. bOOkS: i .be parab1.es 

or R,;b,.~rBh.l. · "ild the .legends· otR~bLeVl , YltcbOlI:' of B&"r.Ut.c~v • 
.. 

even w1-~e ... _~ . 

·lD tllDi!. 1t hecame knO~ .thatItzh1k ~ea1..,oaman · ot v~rtue 

and m"ral:. worth. Cnlld .... n • . after school Milrs;; a.ndo""i- ~lie "l"ng 

weekends. Y!!uld gsther about h1e ch",,1r·. and ' 'l i:~ten : eager-end t .o 

M.e vondrouanoetBl81c tal ... . tl'Dm the calendara,;.s, brown booke •. 

Wl·th ·the. B<!t qU1nleal puc·ker ·on hie slll'ili taO ..... 'Itzhlk would .tell . . .. .. -;:. . .. 

about Jaol)b and · ·E .... ~. Dr. Ca.:tn and Abel. . .... nd . he. "..u1.d ·add· the.· . . 
relevant lI!>n·l .: one ' 8hOUld ·. not ·steal. · <lne·. ·8.bOul'" not · be ' 3ealClu8 • 

. ' . . . '" -. ' 

one ' ·8 .. bOu1d.··f;lwaya be ' Juet ·Bnd. bOnest. alwa7,B ':hilnest ' and .J,!.i • 

. 1I1s · re.~t10n grew and. spread . widely 111<8 .a well:-Planted 

wl11ow • .' Mothers came to him "ltl>. the1r prahl ... . 01;1ldreli, • . Fcathere 
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weaned .t.h&1,,, eons . b1 h18 e>rample.. In t.he 1i1Jl&l5ogae around t.he 

c~~r "here "learning" ba4 always been the ,"aaurlng rOd, aithouSli-. .." - . . .. ~.--- -

hard,i:r .1JI uee or ·lat. •• ""captIon "". I5ledlY ·..&d·.fol' Iizhik Levi:;'. ,,,-'- . '. - ... 
Hl. ' vaiia, , ~lea~~lng· of anot.her eon .• hardly Tai-dI0. but. periiapB 

. , 
. " . 

mo~_ .. :u8e~1. : oer.ta.1nll. more entertain1ng.. It :"a& natu~l. t-here-

fore, t.hat Itzhik Levin. maatel' of t.he pemble, and mPclel at virt.ue. 

s houid. be I5I'S,nt.ed t.he exalted honol' ofPl'Sylng betore t.hec'ongre.;. ' .• 
, ." -' ,-

' l5att!)n every Sabbat.h and on thehol1daya. ConalderIDg)J hIs vo~.e .. ; 

It. wile ,Indeed an hanoI'. , . ..'.'. ( ~~'\~' l~04S 
n ,Was dUl'lng t.hese apPl'08chlng deY8 ' '''~ t;:~ t.hat. 80me 

not.ed a . 'darka~ng look ·come 'ovel' It.)shlk' 8 ' rAce. It. _s; 80ms .Bald • . 

'a klliid.: or: se'ntls' brQodlng. "Would It·zhlk be U,' the S1Jl&50gue t ,hle 
';k_. __ -: • 

Rosh Ha~ho~h?' eTher no longsl'dared aek pe~.on~l :que8t.lons. such 
. '. . . -

u ,ilie' caua. ,O!'. hlS , darkened b...,y. "Would he .pr.;:i' before t.he 

congreg..Uon? ~ Hevou~ 

, 

On t.h.' nlgh,t. of Rosh IIj!.shonah. the brOoding get.here", on hlB . , . 

. bl'O~ l '1ke .• :mBselve , cloud vhl",h • . suddenly. wlthOlit forevsl'ning. 

'" 

buI'Bt· " ,l.th, S1'I!!lt , fleshes' of lII'8~ upon t.bI>c0nUe8at.lon. II. waR 

at..n<Ung on t.h!>P\llPlt. , vslUnS 1'01 ,the ark t.o b~ opened hi t.1le 

grocer '&n.i' t.aHol'" Suddenly. h18bl'Ov.· grew .Ui1ek with wrlnU",e. ,; 

lIouthl! dropped open. t.he eye" ot mothel'S ,t.eared. and· ch ild,ren 

aqu~ed: uneaallT~ F1nally. att81' IJIUch pOuudl,1g on t.he tablea and 

shouted ·p~eaa ~or o_rcte~, a,-lence oame to the" basement. s7llagogue • . 

A group of . bewildered . lIIen . st.o!)d before . Itzh1k. L. v.1il who \lOW Bagged 

vlth despeir on thB pulplt bench. 

J , 
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"til. ' 'Itzhik. why di.d ' d 1"1" 'he -~ . y, you " 0 '" ... sro_~e,..' .plEJad~. " 

Jtzhlk loo.ked u p feebly through his pa~e eye8. He ' repl1ed 

11;8 though the qu&stlc;>n !lad not been Bsked. "I Vill' not pray t.o . 

'an - unJU8.,~ 9od..' . ". " 

.~he Sl"OUp of' 'menbl1nked a t h1m; utterly c!lnfused. At length, 

the tall<1l-commented. "ltzhlk., "" don ' t mean t .o be ••.• t hat ' ls, 

we respect your word ••• but what 'you are sayl~ 1& ••• lsblaSPhel!l!lu81" 

W~ari.1Y, .llkean ancic;ont seer, . Itzhilt tUl'II&d bie head toward 

. the ·tallor and explained • . "It 1s not blasphemous. because God !!ill. 

unJuat; Be was. unJu~tto me ... ... n 

It wall no i-onser the sacrellg10uB 

about; ' it ·ws.,s :now _a matter Qf -a8curlnS 
.. 

unJuat.?',1 they .aake4:: 1n 'a e!;'J.brus-. 

:' .. 
act ,t ·bey· 1f9re concerned ' 

)' ,f 
information. ~How ws He " 

. . J;tzhlk Levin plae.ed his. hand a op hiB. · l<)le·~8 an.d st ...... d t~ward 

the,;r~. ~beSIlZ! Sl""17, .1n the lIIIUUler of a Isge':;", b1l,t in a . 
. , ' . " 

.man~r .1~~~elf ' lION .. a.oQlber. .. · -"1-am s POO~" ~~ ·:~.III 1: not? " He 

paused, ' and 1n a 1II<>ment · hia poverty swept acroBS the enUna 

congregatlon. ... 
"tiki ...... wUte .. and four ehiJ.aren," he a.dded. "Bow bow dO I . 

keep , thelrstomaCha from hqnger and the.ir fC}.et jlroteoted .from .the 
-' . '. . .-. . 

. c"ld? : Frpm t."" earn1ngs er my atore. And "h,at do :1 sell 1n m,. . . . . .' 

.. store?B. 

The enUre congresstlon. straln1ns f'orward :on th81~benches, · 

lnstant1y saw hol1day greeting cards BPd. Seaer: plates. 

"I sell: greeilng 1l(lrd8 forths hoUdays and: Sede~ platea . , . . . ' . 

fOI'i'as.~:"er • . !I.-whet . . ls it. that happened t.o .... that 18d to my . - - ~ 

outory1" . .$: cbild fell off his bencb . 1n his eBgerneas to hear t.he 

answer. Itzhtk I,evln feU. t.he hist.o!'Y of the inomen.t •.. 

, t 
f 
~ ,. 
!. 

I , 
.~ 

" 

; 

f 
!. 

l 
f 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I. 
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lbetore we' celebrat8'd the Pas8over. ) 
~~~:'san!_ft . .. oOl)t1nU:~d. "that llh Apr11:JaUof" .you here. 

and othel'lOnot. . among 70 ... · .. ere kind to "", .as·)'''''!'l've· always been. 

You PlU'Chasei!, al:J. m:y cards,. ·th" ·Uttle. whlteca!'ds with tb6 Hall.rev 
o' '. -

. . 

· groeet.tI!Se, . and all m:y :Seder plBt.as.fllftiila ... ,'~ 1I0Ii'. as all 01' 

you ··kI).o>!,'· be made" small gesture with ,.ptl1rnad pal.ma .. "it. ie 

.. ypract1ce year aher year t.o .P11l'Cha·se suppllesbut oBcefor tm; 
• • 0"' •• • • _ • _. • ~ •• ••• • • 

entire 8~"'Son." All across thebast;lment-syrmSOgQe head" nodded . .' , ' . . -. . ," . 

. . 
.. 1'tret' '01'. 'lyar which .18 one week af~er the' Pa • ..,over .• n In " gentle 

collecUve .. rp,t.hm, "he head. ,a8yed again •.. 

"\iow ~hl. · year •. ;' Iuo;a .. ~ aaldltzhlll;. "l1'O.llowed. .t.he VEli7 

same Pract1C!>.On t.ht;I 'va ot t.he f1rotof h;'r (i t.could -~"i .~.. '.' . . ' . ' . 

theftrst .itself f .ar . then it was Sabbath) wblch· ls. """ ""e.lt after · 

thePa~eov .. r, I took!'; hand all m)' . money ' and.'went upt!l"", to 

· purcha •• Uttl" wM:te8J'Set1ngcarde and · 11"·~ .. r · .plates for the next 

P ... e .• O"r~." The'~·Cltlng ~lnteilaelit" .ever:y word:;euddenly theY 'heard 

· h1.svoi.ce ·talter' a ;'.d th'i':i · l!lair Me .Prow darken wlt.h. thlil tIt:!)" 

ti lt! " . :J/ .' ~ tit 
wrinkles. . .. ~, nov • .•• poor . ... I am tot .. lly ••• abject.1y ••• poor. - .. . . . 

~tzhlk Levin "". sobbing 11ke a brokenhea~d lIIother. A wave 

or protOund ' pU,., " .08e in the bosom '01' the eo;,gr.,g!!nte. · What had . , ' , . 

lmpP8ned to' their ltzh1k? ·I!h,. .... re· they' 'Un,a",,"" 01' hie ' pl1ght? 

Thesullt fiB upon thelr heads;. they felt. They ha<3· come to ltzhilt 

!>nly tor 'his . parables and his legends.: . tht;ly bad long ceased 
, ,",. 

inquiring aboUt l!1e ·personal weltare. But wha.t · cQUld !Java ha.ppened? 

Itzhlk ha4 such toresight.- •• 
. . 

At 1&8t, the hllor plBinilYely Phraaedthelr question."What 

••• What happened,. ·It.zI!1.lr:?· 

Itzhil!; raleed hls emall .head. he wlP9d his tired pele eyes, 
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" . '. 
,,,"" be 81gh!!d '" de!>P elgh of,.l.n. Then .be bel9'li ·w1t.h .... tned 

B~1V"llng;"l'!"ilr de.!IIS ~tt~r t.bs.t.. ~.aftel' my purcbs.;e ••• t1,e St.at.e 

(if Israel· became lndep.e.nd~t ••• n 

It. .... s 11k8 an 1mpresslon1at,1e pa1nt1~,:·:.t.lieloDg shoci.k-f111ed 

raoa/l, t~ "1d~ed' nUe eyes" the . 8BP1nS' mou~hB. The eve otRosh 

llaahcJDf\h ~s a1war" Ii Ums of peso,,-, .. 0f-silenCe' and medlt.aUon; 

tonlSbtitwasal.l palnsod shoekBd bewl1derme'nt. " Theel.etr1c 
~. . .. : .: " . 

. 1IIiIod c':'",ekled and feU1Ilth the sta", .... red que~t1ori of tile POUltry-
. -;. ~ . ," 

';'~n. "For thatrou ••• yo,,* veep, Itzhik7 'FJ.o.mt),;"i, 7011 haYe bec.,... 

poor, abJ.e.!'tlYpoor. _.1" , 
. . 

,ItZh1.k nodd~. It " •• . neUher iI. legend nor a parable., Ha ' 
,", . 

"IOuldaxpldn .and. aU' vQuidtmd8nw.ond ti'.iI t:ra~7 which had 
'. ' 

.b efAllan hlm • . "You MTenot,loed, 1\11 of 7011, 'that ':On 'the 11!~J.,),i;' 
~" ~ .. -. ,. 

wblt .. ' ca,rdB .and · o.n all the Ile""r plates for P":';ieov~r, tberei.li " " 
'. . . ." -.,'-

a phr.lisa 1n Habrew • . fll!at fl!- : tl!at phra8a?" The ""ttre cong,t· ... gatl:;;~:.·. . . . . ~ 

was (irou~h.ed 1n lf81t.1,;g. ' "'fh&t phrase ia:L'S~ 'il,aba B~·Yerue~lil)'1 • 

• .. • Ne.tt :veal' We shall ba 1n J sl'Uaalem •• ~ " 

Itzh~ll Lev1n. Baw the" stunned face&.: .the7bllAlted v&cant.ly 

wit.h ·quasH-one,. WeU1- What? What. baa t.Ms to do with 119".,rt,-T :.Wl!at 

l,ewn,h this Itzh1k Levin? 
'. . " ;' ", ," 

~Don't :Y"0"9 ~Qeln ~"mplora!: ·It~~k. . "r1;iuri, &ra ")'""47 'n 

J''VS!I\8m ... ot ",bat 8004 now a1',& all lilY C8,rdS, aU my lIedar platas? 

Wbowl11bu1 • . who w1111lB · so tOo.118h to' bui.' ••. ? ~ And "sAiD It~hik 
" ' ~~' . 

Le ... ln e8hlt blOck on tb~ pulplt bench IOridt'IIIl·'into B sort · and 

' .. ~ntl. - sO~blns. ]'!ene .. th hl.~. teara, · hB l1U;rmured, "WMre 1e ,J.""tiC.~ 
. . ..' ... " . . 

Oli.where?: IrGOd ~ ... ; truly just, lfouldhe not, havehBd JOerC7Upon 

1!18? He :~0lf~m7pra';t.1Ce a8 He knows .. ll :thln88. Wh7 on tti8 'fUth . ..' . ... . . - ' . ' -

or 11'\.~~ .. ld, He re.dallll) la.rael, whY nOt four daYS c,8arUerso that 
'. .. - - .. 
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I m,tgbt . hayS !moWn? GC)d· hae not '.been Ju~t to. me •.•• and · X will 

!lot .p~y · .to '"n 'unjust God •.• ," ' And with ' ti.ara ~tre~m1ng 6.w ~ 
bl.e . • ,. pale eyes. he murmured . over and ave .... . "1'00 ...... to~ally 

" poor. .... J 

.Fr()m somewhere in the b!lek of the baseiDe.nt · eyIillgDgu" 

a child ·wa" !U.ardto enick" .. and. th"n a ,mothe .. sottly "'lIl<!n~\:i1ii6-
, .. 

·af,sd. XDas.iId. Itzldk ·Levln did not blaspheme. " 

". 

, . 

. ..... 

. '" 

; -. 
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MARC H. TANENBAUM 
3080 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK 27, N. Y • . 

"DIN MISHPAT" 

D1~pute With .The LoTd 

TJU.o\!ghout . the . whole of Hebrew 11 terature, from the Old 

Testament' thro~~ modern Palest1!ti.an tales, . f~w lt~eme~ , have 
. . , . ~ _ . " . . v 

recurred · w.1th such . striking ·fre.quenoYi as the . claU1c Din .Mishpat 

.Be~KadQsh Baruch HJi. Dispute with the LoTd. 

. The' Patriarch. Abraham, ,the 'Law ... g1ve:r "Moses", the ¥rophetB, 

thei . p10us .·Job, the rabbls ,of t-he 'talm\l4, the(t:O"ddik1m : (~as~1di5 
i:a13~ls af t.he !Q.~~ aM:. l'th. century), ~li., " ,1ii;1;;helr: tortuous 00:ys8e'y 

"'~ . ~ M -t~ ... , ,- 'jJ.. fh t"... V't( 

of faith, are reoorded as :tlav'lng wra'ngle4 .-wlth the ' Locl &Y't8nB !tiWr 

~ ISBBel lRtBHslt.v:. . . . . ' \. , . 
Qr- ..:B:na:t:ll&-t' •. Para~Q)(lCally enough', . o.r. per.haps. nB::turally- 80, . the f 

' . . piouB ~ebr~l:f to engage' 1~ _,controversy with _ th~. :kllH ·Ori.e God Was the 

. , fir.s·t wh~ dlscovs'red o·lm.)Abraham, .in pleading that Sodom be spared 

tth~ ~.·. 1~1~~·· .:~~~~·~~;·~~:tlY" .~lm. o~t. biasPhem. ouely, O~i~d ; ~~oud:. 
. . . . . . ~t- A4. ....... c..;....JZ .()~'-«." /, 

' . '.: · :'S~lr....ot- the Judge or ' 0..11 the earth do p1sht?" '. . 
. '. '. 

Tli~re.~ :ft.e.r..~ tU!:l ~lma!3t ·unGJ!O.ke.n-h.lstorlc seQ"4-e.nce, prophets . ,-" . -.. 
. ~ .• : .8.~d .. " k~'I18e- ,a·.nd"' S~.l:nt.:a ] 3 Y t1."i;~~~a-nc.e.e .. w1·th J19hovah •. Ind·.lsnant 

';;6i[ "l oveI" the u·nrlght;eOtrSn~.s-_-1tedo-",,pon--th9-irpeo;'le by a righteous 
..--~. ' .. -"_ .. . ' "~" .:. _ ' . " . 1~·;:t:~1~~ \~t'~ ·"AccOrdlng...J:._o_~es.end,), 
~ " ~ God, ... tQ9~ summo'ne~'m to ,.,: ~Ju"B ,tl·E}~ .• J(M.O~.~B ~all~d fort~ in b .l ·tter .. 
~I . - : . . ... . 

~,,ICf'; , e, . angU,1eh:. · ".WMt h&th this niLtion ' done 'unto ·Thee, th.8t 1t 1s . oppressed 

s".~ . ..:-..v'"'-:4~ mo~ tl,is,·n· ~ny . other. nat1:~n in' history?" And to Micah, the " Lord makes 
(~ ' . ' .. ' . 

.{- , · ev-"'dent*ls : cono~rn)w.~th ~he W'ords:ItO, my ·pe.oPl~, what h a ve T done 
. ' . 

unto . thee? and "herein "have," ! · wearied thee? ,Testify against me ••.• Tl , 
" -

. As ' 1ri most B'-bllcs"l narrattyesil .these ,dramatic conflIcts 
-, . \ 

were 'of impre'ss1ve ee-rmonlc value. Potiit1ng to the magn1f1cent , 

COllo~U1es~ ~f' Job ' a'B ~ the ' ela~Bic example; ~ not'ed BChoiarrd-~~i~~ 
. h1s . . . 

" Job, sure of s-u 1nncicence_ seRrch1ng h1s heart, CB,n f"ind no ade , 

, 
I 



. . ,' 

I 
I 

reason ~or a good and JUst God , thus 'to , destDDY him. In the course 

\ot· his quest for .an answer and : explanation of his wrtechednesB, 

he has moved from. bewilderment to re.bel+lon, eve"n to bl'lnd accusations 

ot ~.he lndlscrlm~~te vls-1tat.lons of ' God. '--- But .. 1f, in his agony, . 
'Job has bitterly quest-toned the just gov9-rnmerit o~ God, in the desolate , 

· questing or his. SOlll , he flaB 9.1~o caught m9mentary g11mpses of the .Ood 

of hIs righteousness. '.' . 

Instances of such rebellion· are encc)untered among the even 

· more temperate rabbis of the Talmudic era. ("I have done my . part. 
. . 

t>o Thou thine. "SHEMOT" RABBAH, 23:8. .IIT'holl must. redeem us ev~n~uallY. -""1;: 

Why delay.?" pliD!'ASH TEHILLIM.87). · Bu·t ·1t is among the impassioned 

tzadd1k1m of medieval Ij.nd later eras that ·the "d.1n m1shpat he-kadosh . ~ . . 

baruoh hun reaehee unparalleled dramatic intensity: and d1daotio 

· fair ... foroefulness. NatMn J\usubel ·po1nt. ~ut.that the ·ea1ntly and 

righteous tzaddlklm "i.oak on th~ Bubllma:ted character '~f the- he1"O- ".y 

, . u ··· . ~ ~" . 
. ," knights of c::hlvalr-y It StreR . Mi!I38R8Q _~ _i~ 'liBse fszad8l'lr'm rOBe up 

tq que,Btl.on God himself. This t -hey d 't~, II he asset-ts, "not <?ut of 

bla sphemous' intent · or. .an arragant spirit," but with the riame o"f 
. . 

and . c~mpa"s1onburn1ng· wi. thin them. We have only to turn to the 

Kaddish of Rabbi LevhY1tchok ·of' Bero1tchev. the EIghteenth Century 

Hasidic tzaddlk, 1n which -he questions :God j s justice to"f8,rd his 

people •. Jew. in all parts of. the world still sing its sUrr1ng 

f:ltralns: 

"T·h.;refore I .. Lev1-Yitchok ben Sara' of Berd1tchev eay: 

. La azus, 'mlmkom1! .1 shall not stir from here! 

And' end mus~ -come ·to all this! 

Israel's Buff.aring mu~t end! 

Isgadal v'lskadash shmay rahbo! 
"-----~--.--.-.. -- . 
Magnified and sanctified be the name of the Lord! 



~Jt ~l-
~ O:Q(~ , ~ 

In th18~eX1f' the ~tQry "Dream" by the mod·~:rn 
wh1ch 1s here t ,ranslat.ed 

, author, 'A. Z. Rabino1,!1t.z .IasBume. deeper ,,,1gnit1cance. 

PaleBt11)8.1n 

The IIdln 'mlehP,8t" 

which the croken refUgee demands ;'lth his Lord. ' 1s 1n the tradition 
" " ancestors (andli '..u. , " 

'of 'h1.' b1bllCal and rabb1n1c 1, • .,11,."".,. the ,final un~hakeable fa1th 

in,: the ult1mate r1ghteousne.8 of ~ IlO!i) 18 ; hlo legacy bequea thed 

h1m by 'h1s has1d1e I, .... t • .,. forbears. 

" , 

" 

, . 

" 

,. ' . 

. ' '. . , 

, 

. l '. 



Harold was tireQ of arguing with hi. brother about 

, God,_ ReVelation,ra;:.;a tualf;ut that last argument Morton 

threw at him was too much • 

. In half~8tippieBBed anger, Harold shov-ed the cOvetS 

waiatlitle} and jumpca to e Ait:tl~g , f)9si1iien:;" '0 . . 

~ f-.<J , ' • -I.. ~ ~ .. .w ,oi........, ~. b8'lgw his 

"What/klnd of answer is that! w..t,~ amzed at 
&-, '.r.---:--:-:----:---- , &Y ~ ..... ""'" , .... ou. ' entum" ad homine .. Jhe cheapest , kind of ar ant; .". 

iA ~).! just say you believe because you bel1ev~\ '-'an2 don I t i;.,;jo..ll.o~!:-.r 
~~ - ' ~ , ~ , ~ ~,;..s- !:1vs me. any cock-eyed rationalE$ ~.". I Htl •• ~ny. sf aal-iva 

~ etl-eaked. f:F811l his mouCh, and th.e more he became Excibear _the 

:""~~ more the spit .flEW into the dArk. 

'" !>~~ Har~ ~d~ :~e~lll,o':..Jith his right fist and 

. -r~~. of,'" hls other arm' e poked wildly in te night air"" Mort lay .~ '. rl.,' ."'t'IA.b(:i,\A_ 
\'1M ~., I 

i! . t-~ i 
": .......... .,..-CrJ.~, 

".' .J r .. ,w~!.ii 

quietly on his resting his head on one ~ hand ~ while 

lIi1:Bde;l'1 the of h~s: free hand beat' a tinny s ound 

on the m~ tal ' ich s'eparated th"lr beds. Mort. was ' 

looklng a1 in the dlrec 10n of the ' celling, then at the 
lIaxt:III'" U 

grotesque shadows a1 his other1s gesturing arm made on the 

wall. I j......<.I u.. 'I' ~ ~ t..r. .J;..... 

Mort thought to himself while Harold ' raved on. 

He hoped no one heard what his brother said about rellgioln 

~'i~ .being a " a narcotic. After .all, this was his fir,st year 

I 
! 

I 

I 



. ' 
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. ~t th'e seminary, and he d·idn 1 t want "anyone to kn,o\'l .hlt: had 

\": a brother .... ,lin' atheist. 'They might tak.e away his schola.rship ••• 

Mort . slammed Ms hanll against the side_boa'rd of t .he bureau, 

and" the bang reverberated like the boom 'from a tl·n "bass-drum. 

" ULet's qult,II , Mort sa1d abruptly. 'IITwo Q,our's of this 

is enough ..... besides, ' 'wei re getting na,,:here~ II 

lI'aulalxfaUxkaxlutlixllaIllKxll:tsxjlll:t.sx 

. "",dut. OV-~", ' '. . 

'\I ' .".~"""':" Harold blurted as his concluding sentence: "So your 
- ' "V . 
\lI.,.l, \ , position ill logically untenable ... /I. 
~~~ . 
,xAr<r" "Aw, .shut~upln l~- "cJ rio) 

A'\:~~·~ '... '"!-' IIS0 . t~~t's th~ war you treat your guests," Har old said 
t·· 

~--

' clowningly, and then with a note of slight bitterness which 

tinged his mature, baritone voice, he added: "I'll be damned if 

leome up he.re to spend another week-end with you in this . 

dormitory ... t here'·s hasn't been one trip I've made here that 

wasn't me s sed tip with theological clap-vap ••• /I • . 

Mort ''',>s provoked. He turned dn 

to pour forth his vial of wrath on Harold 

hi s s ide and was about· 
. I.JEEi 

when ,1111 notic;eat 10ng.'sllver 

streaks co~rsfn.g a:1on.g the window panes, he .decided to change his 
. . 

mind, ·suppress his 8J'I.ger, and .say: n Hey, look i t ·t 8 . raining ... " . 
I 

I1Yeh .. ,1I Harold remarked weakly as he glanced at the 

pane. The milky ' light from the stree~ lamp wkleh shoBe obliquely . r:" b--€.A.. Mi'. ,-, , 
through ,the dormi tory windo~ pointiJI~.UP t he "bifteneaa of Harold' a 

eyes and forehead which look~d like knobs jutting forth from a door 

, pane~ no . , Mixed in the~~n drop~,:~~~' cloudy ~olut10'; 
which poured endlessly along the frames, making a chattering sound 

. as it struck the . cooled glass. 

Harold glzed reflectively for a mdment~ then muttered, 

. ( 
\ ', .... . 

l 
. jj 

, 1 

1 

1 
I 

! 
j 
, 

I 
. j 
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, "Let's hit the sack.' .• 'I . 

at ' 'cra zy reflec.tions on 

Ha.rold folded his hands over his 'fiat stomach, 'looked, 
~~ 

the opposite wa~l of the rai~' '~g 
~ -

B!'okeni) J and . ·.tho:u~ht to himself how nalv:~ his kid brother 

was, how much mo.re.) naive he was ' boUnd to be after .. four years 

i:!f orthodox indoc~ri.na.tiqn~, and pow ' stup"id it was to confuse 

'the kid with hisFoPolitan e~altIatio~ of, lHe. At this moment, 
. , 

he' resolved ' never to a:rgue with hi's kid ;brother again, because Mort, 

in .a weaker moment at home, ' ~ight tell Mom some of the things Harold 

~aid, and that w.oulQ. . get; ber .ma·d, very mad, and he'r blood' pressure , , 
would soar to . the s t~zling point,. and she would k1 ther . get a stroke, 

9r. curse 
' . " 'r: 
the panta off Harold, o·r both.' . , , 

~ . 
Mort rolled ever en his Bide a~d p~l led' the covers .0 ver 

! 

hia s houlder. He tugged and patted the p,lllow .and hoped .nobody 

heal'd them hollering about Goll. Gosh, how COuld Harold say wha~ he 
. . 

s!lid. I ' don'·tthink anybody heard )la; i t1 must be about fClUr 

o'cleck~ But how coui~ he e'at a ham sB.n~WiCh, how could he • •• and 

Mort pulled the ~indow blind over his t ~ought6' and tried to , convince 

himself to gOrSleep. i . . 

'. The rain dr-ummed' persistently ~agalns.t the window: anc,i 

fell again.st the red ' bric)( wall fo.rming ;a ' vas·t sn-eet which ~himmel'.ed 

in tlle -,,:1:% paJe street light. A chilled ibreeze raIl !;long the : fl bor 

under Harold's bed and as it emerged ~s bn the other side lit 

ttc,led the da.ngl.'~.~tassels of. Har~ld' s; rebe" :w·¥=c"tr-wa·~ ·thrown 

acroas ' hiafee~eoeeemed to giggle de:fianpy at the tasse'!s 

of. Mort' e ' robe which hung solemnly f r om the jroungerbrother' s bed., 

And there was ' a k~ock on t 'he door. 
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. Harold opened his eyes, ' paus,ed in ' the midst of ·thought, propped 

. h ims"elf up on t};l.e el'9owa - Qf " both .arms, '~,Dd asked: "Whot s there?" ad. . . . . . , . . 
wi thout' h~!?l tat ion" added, \I come in ,,' the .door I , 9 ,open •• ~ ". 

T·he door , opened wide M.d Halold' s eyes foll owed the hand 

on the door knob and moved o,ver :lIlB , to' view tlie · short', bul)<y form 

which stood framed in , the doorwllY. Agailist the b.!ckground of tl>e 

' soft, mellow hall-light the visi tir looked like a drowne4 doll, 

dz:enched and bloated"and liveris'h pale. 'Haroid wa s about to ~ay, 

"hello'" but Mort sat 'up" shielded his 'eyes from t he mild 'thou'gl;l 

' piercing light which streamea over the shoulder of the in'truder • 
. 

~IRi, Josh. ,: .1I"hat'a doin l ••• ,?" 

but familiarly 
~ , 

greeted: He ,blinked several times, ,then coarsely 

JO'sh rattled the knob Slightly, t hen 'moved into t ,he 
" , 

c-enter of the room, be~weep the hed-a, where be took on a gra,,{e-llke, 
, , 

waXEJI;l appear·anoe. o~ the left 'side of his face, rain streaks 

refle"cted from the window imposed .a veil-like' effect. He .opened 
ensuing 

his mouth, and tl;le/facial movements were not too discernable" bjrt; 
\ ' 

~e coughed, that was Glear" and bis fir,at words caught in his .throat.' 
" 

!<,Ol't, Harold noticed, showed signs of anXiet y . Harold, looked ba ck 
" " ," . , , the outline oi ' ' 

at Josh, summed up his build,lhis roun!! ,face, and nUllBIi. watched 

t 'he rain drip off t ,he edge of his rainc ' oat as he moved back toward 

the dooi'~ leaving behind him' wet, ,ll),ud'Q,y tracks. 
\ 

,'''Hey, whatt. ~') ~~ong,. k),d ••• . ,"· Mo):'t inquired. He ,brushed 

the bedcovers of f him, patted his feet against t he ' floor a s he s ou ght 
\ ........ , . - . 

his slippers, and threw his >robe about liis broad ~hould.,.,s. ' 

In the light-filied do orway, 'Mor't placed his ' arms On 

J osh I $ wet shouldres, ,and sa";' . t h'at the w.etnes's · on his pl"tllD.p face' 

, 
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was 2;.&%"11 frol)'l te~rB that still welled -about b18 eyes. "what ~18 

wrong, kiqdo ... I~,; Mort sh,ook him, '. and the kid lost re-et raint . , 

, . 

, 

and ,cried. He' bent his head, waggling i1j ifrom Side to,'side; and 
with his left hand 

as he tried to stop his tears/from inundating the thic1t, fat.,furrows 

of his ' face , W,ith his right hand he shoved a crumble.d slip of paper 
\ 

toward Mort's chest. ' 

It was a telegram. Mort looked' at whiInpering Josh before 

opening the telegram" and said: "Take' ,it easy ••• this isn't go'ing 

to help anybody ...... 

He glanced at the type'd strips, 'junconscibusly .- sald,"O,hh ... II, 

then caught himsUf. He leaked lIu:& Jos,h.in. the face, and softly 
. 

inquired, .. Are you saying it: in your room! ••• all right ••• we '11 , 

,be up.1n ' f1ve minutes ••• take it easy ••• he'll be all right . . .... 

: The kid blew his nose in a handkerchief he held cnmpled' 

in his hand , and turned' down the' hall; me,klng Ii. SqU$ing, plump

plump with his soggy rubbe,rs .. 

~ort was excited, nervous as he floundertdgly 

his arms rota the bath robe sleeves. He bolted over. t o Harold's 

bed and rapidly ' ordered: "Get out of bed •• • we're going to 'say 
. __ • . .. 

. T·ehtllim for Jo s h's brother; Ben •. . he,'s fll.:.come on~ . get Up ... 1, . 
, J 

II Take 1 t , easy, c ocker ... don 1 t get. BO exe1 ted .•. look . 

how nervous yo u ar:e. ' . ~ you can I t even tie ydur sash .... 11 • 

. II Come OD .. Hal, this is 'no · time fO.l- fooling a r ound ... 

this is ·serious . .. n and Mortis face grew gau,nt, tight, and somber. 

He feU along the to p of the bureau for his yarnulka, and not nnding 

it there, opened the top drawer , all t 'he while thinking that being 
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in ' a coma for eighteen ~ 1B no joke, and that Tehlll1in~ortan 
at a time like' this and it's not something to be dealt w1~h , lightly. 

"Where are' we gOin' •.• to a T'ehillim bull-session, .• bOy" this 
. . 

oughta be an e xperience •.• .do they tell any'good,dirty jokes ••• l' , ' 

[,./ .. 
- II HAROLD 111 Morton looked l4-gIrt ,an enraged cat that ,was 

about to pounce on an irritating sparrow. 

11 '1 I IIi ;orr.y ..• o . k ..... take 1t- easy. ~. you certainly are the 

huffy one •.. •. 'He smiled to himsel~ as , he fastened his slippers 

and ',thought maybe ,he was going too far. 

Mort tossed a yamulka into Harold's lap and !>laced his own 

on his tousled hair. Togethe~r they left the room. Lean, :hardened 

Harold t owered two In!~p._~!!. _ !,ver:tt 2 -' f" !~ ro};lust Mort. They shuffled 
\ ~--' . . -'-, ---'- " 

along the 'corrl~,:,r 11~e two a:im ••• x"~X.:x~t.Btl.!Jq thieves mak1ng a 

jail-break, trying not , to disturb the warden and his guards. ' 

Clampering up 'the staircase two steps at 'a time, they arrived in front 

c'f JOShi s room. , 
Mort entered, without knocking; ' followed by Harold who 

busily adju~ted his .wrinkl e~ skull c.ap. Mort noc;tded to Moshe, .Josh,' B 
, 

older , brother who had just -driven in from New Rochelle and 'was 

full y attired. Harold was sUddenly tak en over by an overwhelming 

sensation as he watched the ' three circles of boys huddled about 

the candle-lights, each fond,ling a prayer book' aB, he chit-chatted 

in , whispers, with his neighbor. 

Harold thought of the story he ' read about the Polish 

ghettos ,- and he particularly remembered the scene wherein the 

little, emaciated kids with their long payes sat around the rebbi'. , 

table taklng tums blowing out the cand~e while the rebbi desperately 
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tr ied to bang some olble story into thei r ,fanciful heads . He smiled 
, , 

within - himself and mused what an idea :for a short story: Middie 

Ages in t he ,'aQt h centuryl , 

, , 
One of the boys from the, group gathered about the candle on 

the ,window-sill beckoned Harold to sit , with them, and he did. He 

••. a:r« bent inward to form an intimate Circle, and listened to a 

' b l ona-hai r ed youth, about ao year s old or so , explain gravely ,that 

I 
\ 
\ 

Ben was struck with spinal meningitis and has now been in a -coina 

' for ' eighteen hours. The 'reaction on the YO,ung faces was startling" and ' 

' Har old keenly watched the mouths tighten,the heads shake, and the 
, ' \..-flam~ , 

candrer:fllcker wildly as, the mut tered "tsk,tsk ll ' cries-crossed the 

waxx pale, waxen candl~ .. . 
' scraping 

The chair behind him 1IQ1.:J:BIi made a raucou8, nbise, and he ' 

turned to gaze a·t t he t wo 
' cI.:~~ " ' 

81ghln~t fgl 6111 brothers huddle~ over 

the table, wiping the tears ' from their rUbbed , redd ened eyes • 

• What a sad bunch, Harold thougl)t" . you'd t hink: somebody ' 

had already kicked off ••• 

Moshe , the older 'brat,her,- cleared his throat a8 though 

he were prepari ng to announce something; t~en' he matted his damp 

mustache which iooked straw-like in ~he dancing halo of the ' me~ting 

candle. 

He dabbed hi s glas ses with his soaked handkerchief,and 
, , 

after holding them up, to the candle-light to s ee if they were clean 
, 

r ,eplaced them on the bridge of his hooked hose. He cleared his t hroat 

once more, and hoarsely ask~d everyone to turn to . page nine in their 

blue-covered books. 

Automatieally, ill each group ar ose and the circle :1: .. 

nearest t he qoox . shah-shahed the other two groupe, and silence hung 
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, 
. in the stuffy air. Harold watched his brother Mort who was vi's ibly 

touched by the draml;l of the event. Mort was 81l bending over, l1ke ' the 

others, turning t ·he pages in the light of the 80ft, ~elting candle. 

Harold had never seen Mort like this and he blinked tncr..,dUlously 

as be saw each of , t~e be robed boys bending before their 'Passive. 

shadows lose themselves in the strange, myetic-tike mood. , . 

Moshe began chanting in Hebrew; Josh and the three circles 
, 

picked. up the chant' and joined in, producing a muffled, garbled, 

eerie-ltke chorus. Harold 'thought of Christ.mas ch~roleerB, "and 

purged the picture' from his mind. This was di.fferent, he found ' , 
himself saying. 

-The chant grew in intensity and volume and every now and 

then a voice c~acked, a s1gh was ~ttered, and Moahe and Josh were 

sniffling, and then faltered ' in their readin~ because they were 

blubbe!ing. The vision of the ghetto constantly recurred to Harold 

and he remembered how b~ was moved by the sincerity of the grizzly, 

bearded old men who were wrapped i"" sha"ts and shooki'rOfi side to 

side ' as ' they prayed obliviously • 

. Haro.ld l ooked outth" window behind the blon:"haired 

boy and .half-realizingly noticed that the r a in had. slackened. He 

glanced at the sky, ' saw it was . black, foreboiling. Then he felt the 

blond-ha;lre~ boy' B gaze fall upon hiID, ,and emaarrassi.ngly he ;'> ~oolced 

into the book and began to form Hebrew wordS. ', All around him, be . 

fel t a' strong, pow~rful tensIon; a kind of emotional electricilty. 

The. chantil)g hit a strident pace, . and the :voices were loud, high

pi tched •. 

!losbe. and his brother were ,lost in a frenzi.ed stupor~ 

and their cryil)g, and wavin~ of arms reminded Harold of Chassidim 

j 
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s uspended in 'trance" ' communing with the Lord . . ·They were crying the 

Hebrew verses which se.eme<;i the ir own exp,;es'sions, their own 
, 

words. liThe heavens are the heavens of the Lord but' ·the Earth hath 

He gi'ven to the c)llldreI\ of men., •• ", they wailed. Waving the 

blue books t oward the ceiling, the brothers emotionally bel~owed, 

"The dead praise not the Lord 'nor t~ey who desc~nd into the silent 

grave •. .. tI • 

Harold ' ~anted to look up aga~n, but' he ... didn1t want 

'Mort to see him w.1ping his eye. A , lump formed in his throat, and 

he had trouble swallowing it. ' ,' 

At the chapter's end they paused ' for a moment, and Josh, 

li~e a: beaten Child, whfmpered,!lOh, Ben,: Ben, ... don't go ... don't 

go ••• Ben." 

Moshe coughed nerv'oualy, loosen.ed his tie, and then 

started)IILIDoV1~ Mizmo.r L'Ado ..... tI and he .paused, and everyone 
, ': ;,." \ '1.(1....,.): b,i' ~ Il. 

froz'e in his s,tance 11ke statuettes. '!'!l,e:r.l!'-'W8?s- a firm knock on the 

door. 

Mort, dreamily moved t·'bward the door, opened it J stretched 

out his hand, and return,ed with an envelope. The· ~, 1d was ~hak1.ng and 

ner vous perspiration trickied alollg his ,brow. ,He tore open the 

envelope 'and looked .. at Moshe who, was standing rig id agai!)st the . ' , 

table, and. at Josh whp was lean i rig agai~~t the ~ll, his face cupped 

, in his hands, and at, Haroid ,who was 100~tngi1i~~ t ,he dying candlE>T , 
light. , 

Hoarsely, e xc"! tedl'y) Mort read: II Crisis is ove~ - Ben 

will live - Praised be the name of the Lord - Father" 

Mort ' looked apross t 'he roam. His gaze met Harold's. 

Th~y broke ' into 'a: broad smile. 
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~ . '. , ·O~,,' 001"9 noir . " Mor~, what kindot ,tr1pe 're you , , . . 
', hana~lIie~.,~,· !!ai-o,id sputtered. , 
" '\ '" ' , , , 

'''I'; ":,lJI , iIe ,Ba'~ ' UP ' in ' bed and gest~ed in the dark. "Arter all, k1d; 

J',1 itiJ~~'f~t~; tw,e~t1"th cen~, the age ot enl1ghtenment .. . all right, 

'!lI, 1.J under'8t~nd yoU'# believing in :s ' auperna tural toraer. even s , (,,' n , '- , " i ID () ':1>- ""4-- tu.< ""-'. ~ .... , """ { \f~r.l:"'l gOd, "~,- put, t'r Cht:1st's ' sake'-!D believe ,in divine , I 

, " ", eva st10n at Sinsi and , the wa lla o'ot Jer1cho t_1ing down and ' 
. . ~. . 

: the ~,e.t, ot tl!at m1rac1a gutt~ .. VlhY it's absurd, 'fort, r1diculous" 

DO :rt 11'8911 to;-<fsitt:16 J "'" gulp doWn the : stuft ' th1sBebemonaster;r 

St1l1j~ridS , out' l'?" His deep voJ,ceca\!8ht aa though he wa.s at , 

;,,' " a 1081' tor ;'ords' • 

•.• , "'Xh BUt HarOld :was not , at ~, ,loss tOr words. Be was in rare 

, , drjr\Ja ,f.~ torm- ,a.M catching b,1a rescriant volce 11ke: that wsB h~S , 

SAP/! da\ \'ley ot undersc oring hb' point .Be had ,no resl mIilldo DUB ~ 
, \ 

, r 
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·t .l' IIIBke !.lorton teel unoomfortable. 
·. 9 ~ '.' . 

Atter all, the . thought .. occurred 

;,,,, to him but . lI,~lpPfid by, I<!rt waa one o~r mY cloaest frlends .. bstore·,· 

,. 1 got into . the servloe t1'1.e years ago. - aM bea14ea., .tt\1s 18 a 

' .. helluva way ot ebomng I1f3 appreola tlon tor hls setting me uplbls 

. week-end as i,n hl. dorm. ' 

. -, . .,...'". ,. '. 

Mort tumbled ·tor iJ reply. "You' don't un.derstand, Hal ••• ub •••. 

re.ng1~n lsn't just mir~cles ... lt'8 ... ~t, .3 .sP1rltuei 8at1atm tion .... , . 
lj . , " 

Uke" poe.try. It deals wlth the I1f3stJery ot l1te ... on' beddl's, you havs' 

':"~:: ).· l o .go ba~k to the historio background ot .the miraele ... an' you ... ub; 

~, :,,: ~"II' t .o la!o.w hOw to. interpret the bibl~oal passage ... n. Th!"sttempt 

. Was. ·t .eebl"e a';d had the light been on, Mort's· weak, ·mil11ng · g~stures: . 
.. "r ·f· . , 

', ~ci~,;dh!'~e , emphaS1ll~h1a dell) erate tumbl1ngf1)r an sd.ell"'\te repiy • .~ 
.. ;.:,~: J.rp': bed on the righ~ .14e ot the room ~resked u r.lor.ton ss·t' up. Perhsps, 

. ' .~. ' 1' ". ..'.. ' 
...... . lie :··thouglit, pr!>pping h1m.elt up· would iend strength' to . whatever he wa. 
-.' 

- ",'" .<, g ink ·to·· say. :- .~ .• " 
~. ,, ', . ". . • • ,I ' 

,:. '."". :, .... -:; ~". " . .. 
,,:.,;''):',,,,'': '< ' •. J!aro~ look.ed out ·the . moon-eplashed window and smirked •. ;"·.< He : lVas 

. ~>~ll;' ;!\lig~tl,'amed 1I0J'and the olose .. croppsd hair. add~d . '~!>.: li1s . , 
j .. ;'" ..' " " 

. ·A·tgPt:t>~ lliSh" 'appearancer. ' He was mature, oQnf'ld,nt. at ,~:at 90SPopo11t8n~ 

" ... ' 1/.; ear 1y .~.eI'Ything Mo~tO.n ..... ·s Dot. Short, .piump1ah' Mort ~eli'tac ts J. he was, 

_ 'f ">:l ... , ,,s,,tudF t. -But he got all tangled up :l!I!;d oontused. When, ~~rold *,reaa~d 
/ .::' . _ I~': Be i till .hadil' t got over hle ad o1"acent inferioritles. When· 'he -waa 

" .a11ed b~ "nipples' l .. , csuse his layers of chest tat rippled like 
:~.~: I: , I' ./ 

;~~':',' ~ .... omen'a b,reaata when he ran bases. And now: Harold was jibing him.too • 

• :::.'. .. ." :.~roid looked toward Morton' B !lIed. and c~ttingort tlle kid' a 
:~ ~ , .... . ,.. ' . 

hem-haw4.rig·, said pa.tel'll811y: · "Mort, why don't you open yoUr .eyes' For 
I \ .... .' , 

he!lve,,-I s ~"a\e, c"n'tyou sGe that this organized ta1th 18 8 ' commercial 

l \ '. 
:i " . l 

"', 
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" ~~)XM'J!aOl~~ and blind obed1enoe 1s pa~ ot a lI\OI1oPOl1:8~',9_ eohea 

I,,, ,; ,';,itc eubj~te the, ignorant ';;',eos •• ,.R. ' BarOldl~i~ed h1il 

S~~V-?':.O!:6S ~Il\l ~t1ly said I "I\ ... d any so~ Wcrl,d h18tci~1t:JOu 'l~ , 
"'>~'~ " ,.- ... ', ' " .1,- Iii._ ~. , . . - _ . .- ~:t'-~" 
~i'i~~r Uli.derei"Ild.- ~ .. ddenly.changed hie manner towa~ l>i8p!(t~, 
:;i :: . ", Be ' tO~d ~elf tba ,t ' h8wB8n 't work~ ' 'Ina barl'8oka w'dd7 
. :t. ':' ) . '1 " . . _ - . ". ' ' . . '.' ,,- :-
,i-i, tihOlnhe ,! $.nadvertelitly .oul,d i'lP apartlosioaUy buti 1lle1'oUess17_. 

' , ' . .. _ : .1:_ . " . ' .. " 

,~: -".hrtb/" ~wellldd..,;ohe 3Vt hasnlt been emarit "P&telio --
. '- ~ . I " 

>!>~;;:Q ,,7~~ e~A~:::: :~, ~e:~:;e::::l:~:k:::e ~::P::r.::~t 
-, "--,:",'" ar 'PreM'.'140aee, and ' It cr James l IVarletlli,~-" ,. '1;; , 

' , ,:;~;:i,;':-~~) IJtb~ Uta b~styOl1 ';tart witb R\lSa811.Yo1i1l1 get"n 

,'.',~,:.',; ':. '}-,;.~f.?,~, O,g. ,~tht" i' ~ttercin t point ot View--;OU '11 b~gin t~~~oli1nstor . 
. ;i.:~;""'jj(~;~~gU.r"&~·t: ,. ' " •• ,. '. :-: ' " ' " . ::,,~~'__ . . '-'-':. ' . 

'~',;;,:~(\.-.t' Jo.~t, lying rolled up like B wounded sri~~~r' OUb' l 
., IllUlDb d -'~er hi" "bl'eatb. __ Be dj,dn't .knD1lwhetto :S~7J ~telt 

. r"c ,:,: ~erl' __ ~\ibUrt and awkWard--llke irbe~ .the klds uiled to caUhim 

_',' "N1PP"~',!I~~ 'or pointed at his 80rea ,and , ahouted·"1mpleptl88~, ~ . ' 

\';~" Ni<\" '//Lr~:1d , "'gbe4 ,llIldtelt .tr....'gely o0mp8l1e1fn.ate. .., • . 
-'{>,: .~lad' :a

l
>lid4 .. ~th condejo~nslonl"Oh, I dldlltt, mean toln-

":' -:,sult ' YOQ;~.Ol't •• -•. ,..,ullltorsive •• " ' . . , . ... 

.'. " . " . t .p~j don.tbe.u~.', . - .". J'tIi'.e8Colld.l4~t tri~to 
.; ;. melle .atql'Qetu:l, st!:,ong oo~baok. Hs tolland UP1rilJ)l1lS1118ly 

\- . \ .- , " . 
',.<;: . .w11.b-1 "te*'eget to sleeJlO"O~ have t~ so tomin1'Ul .at 8100 " r .. ' _ . . . . 

,. , ,', 
" " 

'. , r , 
t lmorrowrj,marning.· . 

. ( ~ . . 
1. 1 \ 

. ) ;:ai'Old l• '1'Ud\iy_face, wae pleil~ with a broad sm11e.BB 

. tbrus't l!a\thick arms ~der bi~ head, tapped bis fingers on tbe 

~t"e!.d r.~ he toyed wltb tho quaillt, arohaio wOrd _ "minyan". r \ , " 

'. " 



" --:. . .. , ' 

, i 

" 
. ~ .. :.~,;..:: ..• , 

betor,f1he:/got into the infantry_ Wonder 'llhether ~ thelr've changed 
.... :, ./ . . . ' . ". ;' ' .. '. 

,", ,, ' any_" WIi,ll,. 'l>ett,er get some eleep. ;ThB llttle rel!l>l ,over there 
.::.~'.' t • f· 'i .... . < 

" , ,;,j;\'.' , lsair~dy -nestled, 1n ,. thearmaqfhb ' god'. PrObs~lyOOUJlt.:: 
.' :,f,;, . ..-:, .. ' . "'. . . ;>. " " " . . ' .. ;. 

.. .", ~,~jf¢'''; , :" ~,~p~et, .= ,hia' .. sleep. : . • :~ ..... . ., . 

,, :,::;j, " " til h$ 1'8"lled, Bndtumed, Qn ~s 1i1!1e"the 4<!lIr:, t181l open 

' , 'r and ,abOJ ruahed, in~ , Startl,ngly Barold; !iat up~ ' Hfbl1nked 

twlcea4'1n hh~n ,ooo~; . del1ber8~~ ;~a;~"1d';~;; What'e 

. : ' 

" . 

I the 8C~~~ta.,. . ,.-
J ' , , .. , 
i'rI'm JJ)sh. ," -;rememberme~ 1 ,"st, you. 1n the , liB'teter,':" 

, th1sait~r,noon.. .0" , , "'" < 
i' '\ ' " , 

t" II ~rOld ::r&Jil~bered JOSh, Bli rl~t~: Joah !i,iiii,:')il1ven b1m a 

" ,.' yarmo~lke :~I 0 woar boto,!,e he sat doW!!:, :to' lIiat" ," But s~, thing,~' hB 
, '"{ r ' , : - , , 

, '" ,;;,'; notloi¥; ,,;aas ,"~ng wit,h , .ro.h~ , ~hisatterno~ hi> ,,~~i 'k14 parson": 
;. . .. : ;,' . . , r. i 1 ' . ' , . , 

, ' ",,' " aUt7111t~~lt,. e!lsrk1ng off ,okss 11ke a Whole stril!g ot l1ghted 
! l • , .. ~ 

r '.:, .. : •. -,' : . 

t1rec~~,~,era. But now hB ... s t1dgety~ ' biting his nan-,' aD!i 
f ; ;:! '., .' ". ': : '. 

, 'llhatftl¥~ hsll was he dol,,!! in street clothes atJhh hOur'. 

:, " Ii 'l~~~l, ,WhatOS wpong,; k14d9," _,. lfarold asked Jll8tt_ 

" . Of';,;~4~1*," ' " '. '.' '. '. ..' . 
' r ,~{ !!lowly 8".t uP. rubbed 1!1Seyes,th~~tBrted D1it 

" i ,.~. bor' J~::·=-::,:r::~ma,::e:::~ .Off h1eglUB~':am Upad . 

, ~lrieyes! .1th 'l:rumplad b8~~~t_ .~t_ l~tetreamlng , 

i!/~rom tt~ebs.ll"ay, he looked, Utl:e a a~oqkyUttle schoolboy 

: .,ryJg ,i~\~~ 108 t , 1II"'blae - Bl~ red hB1r lay IIIUlIsed v.p uDder hie 

": Jll~4 8'~1f' ~oap 'and, hs was. out of _reat;b. 
, " 'I ' .' . ' . . 'j . 1\. \ 

. j l1\.\, ' 
, i ,! \ 
! I' 

. .:rl i. /- \ \ 
. I'!.\ ! i \ \ . At ! '. \ \ 

, ' .. " 



/ 

.. " j' 

" < ,;i \ .;.<y. f ' 

. 0'.' l. ' .", ..•..• BarO~d hopped out o~ ~::J.lkedb~re~~L~0~Loee ~ 
';~' v ··kv, . . ', .. ' ,- , "7 "~~~{: 

"'~" ~.f£.;14 cement floor to ~llok ~~ the ' o811tJ:Ig lamp, 'i~ii~~deni1 
',,. • .... '. • . r}lWJ>1~ 

·,.: 4 K;"';\neJilbed !.Iort· • . saying tha~ the light. go' ,?ut atr~~f~r'OO ~.m. , 

'i.; " .' .'. :.Q'l' Sa tur.day' n~ts. Be a tuJilbl"~ over , to .Josh. ift } ,,lr' long 

<:i··,·: ::~~ around the 'boy!s shouldert ' ~d said "lth br~.;aa'CI~i "Taka it 
&;~!i~'f:':' ~ . ::t: .:~: , 
"''''-"" .. ·, .s ...... m'b07> . ' .what's .your problem· Tall ·lIr. . thQ' V:;" "~"'" ,jf5<) le~'" . ":'~ ' ' ,, " '- "' ~ 

}J;'W:> :. .Josh , tlahed· ";' h~~ pent's ~cket, bra ! tU~! 8 crWi,Pltd 

" pleae ot paper'" 'Hal'old stepped out 1oto .. the haf l ·. t f read ·the 

. !' .. ' . peper • . It was a . t;elElgram. Ba glanoEtd up and ' d~ !tbe yell,ow 
" ',. shaet.' . . . . . S· ". . 

. e.'.· .' 

. 

.Joah enifted;. wiped the 'tea~strom aro,ur, ·Jra . mouth. am 
'.::'. .. ,"pluttEl'!:ed to ,1I01'ti PU'a tram' my dad •• .• mothJr~l 1othe 

1l.C!SPlta.l •• ,she'. heen 1o .a comatorelghteen +~rr " .1t.:8' , .a, 

:: •. ia!od he broke .into, tears • . "0 • . • 1t·' " ap1nal"en~1~1B' , 0 •• 

. ·· r· 

• ' ' :., • " 'c Be bl.,,1)18. nos~, .tb,.e.n aeked _t ~ould 'he ~il4i Bal'old ooma 
. \ 1 . 

".:':\j;p 'ti, b!e room on the tCu~tlJ. .floor • . Be .needea '!.\r yan to sq 

"' ~ll1mtor hiil . JilOther •. \(11'1; jlimped, out ·ot becl;1vsxCltEidl)' . 

replied drab; ot ccure . .... we'll bs 1'.1sh.t up, " • ~ f 
. . I 

;;}:;, ',,; "' Ae ';Tlllih I'wihed 'down the hall, 1:118 r¥bb'''jBolSd C sho •• 

!. " ; ' ~~ClPP'ing "lengths ~hl.tlo~, Mort chased f1e~.c~17 "bout the .'/! 
. ., 

. : ,",oom. gathc1ng biB bath rObe. 811ppers.and .YS""~. ~ . "You'l·l 

' .. come wUh me, ""n't you, Hal'" . . . . . ;:.. \ . 

....•. " . ·011, -~,... .". Bal ' soundadUk. a · ... ~~b. · ahrewd 
.,.. , ~ . 

" fCC. .., liooto~ on gus'rd not to .ottend hi. p.~limt. . '/~ 
. ':.' . . "' ,;" \ 

ThEi)' stomPed downtbli hall',ar01nd tha o'01'ner,up two 

,. ' . ··.flights at: "'stairS. The.y blinked ln ~e sharp l.~~, bumpe d 

tilto each other like two tipsy sallors. Wh11~ iMori babbled 
i \ 

·ohee, thls 1B horrible I I hope nothing haPP'"l's to ~erl doss 

", ' . 

, : 

- ,. 
-, . 
\ 

• ! 



\,:,.: 

, " , - ' " i , ; . , v . 
(5, . i', I I 

I 

\ I J \ f ' ;' 
.he IuIve enough Tehnl1lnb~~ •• .• ",lI8rold wlJ~~liY ;FS~1 

, . . ,Q'l .'m lucq Iione of JJJY budd1es8re withi!) a hun";Q!i:;.m1~eli ra41u8 
. , ~ .:. 

of thb place. BOl' what 11' AU!1roy were to see f e 8t~14lng , in.to 

',., 8' Teh1111ln 8e8s1cin~~t1ntellectual ' dlsholiest¥, , p~1m1t11e' worship, . 

sp11>ltua1 ~tl'ogrs8"1()n, .... Chr18t, S1!e'dtlirow ,t~s $Of 'S book at 

"",,., me ••• But Wb!<t ., the hell, he 00n8018.d, it'll ll"'~e thsp~ld fesl 

' ;;:'; ',' good, ,and lt ,doeiln't cost me snyth1ng.>"'l'pet " ~04'}fO 11d ho~ . 
...• ". of 'sleep." ' -" } O"r: 

, , " . . i . " . 
'::'. ,: ,', ~ tw.1.li~,ed8lll11e pls)'ed ar"und hls mouth 1al1 ~e follo~ 

. ' . ",- .. .. '. . ..' 

.; MOrt <~to thetoom. . L','! . 
.~ " ', ' 
i , .. , . :.~'JOlih was a1tt~ ,on the edgeC!f ,.hlScha1,!;~ . ;te~1ng Cln , 

W""""'I;\"·"';'''''''',',','',,'.;, the 'ti~retable 1n . til,s ,o~~~s~ o~ t~ ;roC1m.~.~p~~mr ,to. hie , 'li 

,"r¥.,~~r~ ,a . ),.9"l'S 'rabblj. wl!o ha4 . jUstdrl~en 1n ~:~in;!ie" I!oohelle • . , 

' ; , . ' ; th eIIi; 8 oandlel~t , t1,1J1~ered ~$~!ll' ; ~ll.~On~ " ~e :'t1).1n, 

spa,,\e brothel', : rubbed hlse:yes~ " alreadyrSddened\ :'~~ nSal'" . . 

. 1\'e f~eredhismou8ta¢lea~d (j"'gh4::"i~'t,:eral t1J;,ee 
,,- ," ,;.L podded to ·l.lort and l183:'old. , . . " 'V"· ,.,,, . . 

lIort., sUpped OVIli' · to)· thfl .f'Sl' 'oorl!.el'!lfjt ~~~:'.'~ : and 
. . :. '::J,~:q:, :' __ ", 

'~L,;olLJi,io,c'l . ' .... "1"'(,'*,,. .'-, .. . ',' anlnt1ma.te cli-ai',, : ef three 0' h1s , elas . j .~,s.:,'f&i .1>ho1"",\ld 
, .. • . .:, ' • • <" '·\~··r ·· · . " . 

~;: 81)~it> Ii f'leshllShtsu8pen't'd from ,,·tha arm of 8 ' il·r.~", . . Th"'l'" ' 

~!~: i;~8i)W8r~;, 'at111,: half'''aaleep andlol)ked like ~1k1>!s joo~ (I~ijW17 
. . . I · ' .:': .' ' .. 

.. . . .\ ..•... . :.: ... . 
Harold oomplllted the semi.01rcle of' f'OIr«(,fe~ :t,jdilb<illt 

ifr .. X:,: ::.1>~celcaJld],e on the window 81:1,1. 'l'I7o of the ·boys !j!li e f'ace,, : ' 

lie<;¥neld huge and bloated bef'"re the. pall, wa~er~ \~1.n~lel'~me. 
{911:ed ,1nqu1aJ,~lvei!.7 a~HBrold; . bu,t d14n'tb.other ~ #h .. fOl"lm!l 

~rOchi'c tiona. They lihook th~ir' heeda, 1n h1sd1Jl'~~£tbn. nOddlf13. 
, 

i i 
! 

. . ' 



7·· 
: ~' " 

.' . 
. ,'., 

t ... •. 
', ,',". ~ , 

. , 
i 

I", . f 
l , 

.\. ,~. ' 
, 

.J 
", 1 .' 

~ .' '. 
The, .thin." bonyf'ellovi, who, 9a twlth· his \b,a~ , t 9 the 

. . ;. I, . .' . "J'.'", :" 
windO" •. broke' the eilence w1t-1> .111. <\re8k7' . '",Is :' ~ t ",Ballt . 

• . ' ··. ·1 . 
serioust SPinal ,menin. • . •• He was abruptly o,ut oft by Rabbi 

-,", - . . - . ; " " 

.MUton whobond1n8·,·toward the candle, .held ·h1s .ak1hny~ blue-
. . .. - .t,. .. ';' ", . 

· ,cov$!"ed Teh1111mb.ook, and . hofrsely~~nced: , ,~ ··"le,!~e t11m to 
- . . f.' . J 

JB ga; n~e • •• "., 

.81!nul taneoulilt, ·the ten bo y •• ·toodup, ~nd ·.~ooped. 
. ~ . .' - . 

. slightly, toward the1rsources of i.~t. HarOld , glan'oeii about 

· the. room, . a t the .tiff f' arms, the ah'1fting shad~W$ .~nd. tl;l,oUght 
. .' \ r . 

of. 8 se~oe. · ·Therabb1 qu1iltlyaM in uneven vo?-oo: started 
-,.' ( \ 

, . - -' ~' " , 
of'f' thaChalit.ing. enli the others, ch1llled. in. Hsl}old .. 01 uckled 

: ~:'~ .' . 
, )fUhln h1maelf es . 1;I,8 thought of' the .Sa~dayn1€!it:' ·orap gall8a 

. . . . 1 ~ 

· bah1nd. f;IJ> . letrlj1e and . the 110y. calling out the*b'ida.· BUt 
; I' '. ,. ';>. . 

he9uddenly purged the thQi!ght,loo~e~ down .at h~ • . :oim l1ooit"o_1id 
'. " I. ',. '. .., 

.. ti'ledto strike f'ami11ar1ty with the~e unf6m111 .. tlYO~sll9 . . 
L , " 

ono,! knew., 80 well,, ' He ti:.ouriPt how muohh1s, .ded f clu1d have· liked , 

to J~e ' h1mheI'e, !,raY1ng ; eVen il..1.t . WIIS B Teld.l~$m s",981on. . 

He ~ec8il8d .l~1s : ~rebbi·., . th1ek-.belUed and . long, Iblaok::bearded, ' ';-' 

J!o~t1ng .. th1!1U,.~ ._ .!,y1ng; "I'm g4d to ~ee y~!llle .• t1:)'li ' 
'-. i ' • 

~, . 1 
daV~.1 f1ne • . keep1t up,. "'1 ,~on. . . .0".· ADd . hI)' banished the .' 

. ' ;'1sf~ns with the. inaUdi)?;L'l , oo"""ent: "Ilrother, tt\a t'Slong ' Sone 
'I· I 

:i . .... 1~~. "' . ~lo~ peat aM lo~ -over wtth. ' • . ,,-n4o ..' -':' . r il'_ 
'," ., The chant . pic!redup lDom8il,~; Th.s voloes : grew. full and ' 

i' . ! • 
lot!~. The room was filled w1th a ra~cou., yet rhy,thmi'c prayer. 
" t" . '.' . ' . .' \ .' 

.All; .... ei< .. ept llarold--:were sway·ing f"rl'ard aM . backWard, . read1ng . 
'. ;1, . _. . .. I . . 

".,# ~enselY.The '1'8l>lI~ SudieJlly . bJU:st '1nto tears.. ~ t h1.~iJlde, 
I ,,' . ' " . , .\ 

,;r.T~~ . ptished a ,lianf'!!P 'tich1et un,der h1.s g;la'ss8e ar,d wjiP~h1a eye • .• . 
i' \ ~ ' .. 

~:;~ ~':':-i~~:\ '~ ''' . 'il ·:V:"· .. 



" ~; 
>. 

.' 
" . .. . 8., 

" ,'3~' , '. . .' ,~ ., " : 
i. ~ 

' ... ,~ 

;. 

':," U8 , pl8 ~iM1 , hls hand heavily. on hi§ torehe~d" lb,o!,ktJ.om' 8~de to ... ,. ' ... . ,,- '.': · ,' ,·'·····r:· · .. ,.,· ·· ·· · .·· {' 
iiidel~~" ~a1d i ~b8l ~!)~Wov.;r ~'D4 av~r 1llIt.~1 1t sss,JI!I;'~ : his on 

; [ , . . " 

VffJrds;lils a.wn 9.~.,."!!lplea I A •• ,tbe Hea~8D~ · are · t~ Beavens 
i • _ ', . ',' 

art~ i,ord .!)ut , theBarth bath Iii. g1ven to ths ohUiren r£ men. 
! . . -' , '.-

The dea4 p ra1}ls. no. t .. the . Lor<!,~ nor tbe7 Who dtlSCeilt . 1!>to tbe 
;.~~~.';. ' 
"':' . 

~ .llent S~v.e •. . t~ " ~lto~ ,ao;ldec1"hl,e :OWP,"OIi, G~,()Ocl; no, 
. . " . - .' 

I,: 

.no .t, .l!lO_i nO.t mDD!JtI$ .• ,~ f~ ' 4! :' . , .' . 

"}i~i' .:~,.... .' . a..ent,.;tlve minuteS' .pas~ed. The !)1I~thera .,~14. teiisa, .. ';' . . t . - '.,." '" ' . . ' '" 

'.:" .' . ·~87ed";Up'. . 1111 tQn fidgets'" ,w1th lila .~8.teOhe, then:.'~h:11'ted 'U ··i'-·'''' ."~ ' . .. .. .,. . ' " .... ..,'.' . 

. . ·.:,~elght ¥,1!,am one ~o<?t; ,to . "1lO~li~z;;~O~h:'S . ta~egl1.tOpJd with 
I . . , . . 

"', .:".:teal' •• ' 1'e 1,IJII8t1tedl"MO_, please don'.t len!, u8,pl",se 
, .. : ..... , , 

1 i ~ " 

~hlgh~pltclied tens ian gr.lppsd .. tile room • . A li>erk at 
. ":: ..' . I . . . ._ [ .'... . '_", 

... .. , . eitt.r.~dtna",>, vlIiteg'; ah.otthraugli, the slieda)Yj'. a.tiilbspliere, 
; , ." . - I ' ~ , ," . " .' 

8"",g11l~ . ~v.~. threugh Hareld, .whe, ,leoked ~p, to. lht~ ;Mlltoliuolutah 

'..... hl~ , di.mp l soilsd !>!'llr1keret;li" •. I)d",,~~ 1\1~8i'm, llmply in ths air. 
, . '. ~'; . ,, ' - . '~. : . " . . ' 

" .. ,>.r.08hoo~e~ . n.rvoue17 a~h . .. ~~,l'81liI!:4 . ~* ~~ ... ewl ·O; . ~CI' d, I 

,'~ >~.ese~ch .n.e,,; .deliver .,~!>O .,.:OU.lt'!-'O~,'.i.~,~:~b. ~he !!7ee, .. f~om "" • . l'S, 
• .' ,j,. ! ' , :" - ,'.'; . '. ' .,. -,. , . ~', -, '.' .' 

" " the , toot ;t'romal.lp'plng.. • ••.• Ba .W!l7ed and _ s1\~{\~~. or'" d 

,,'. >~ iig,.1it . . .. . . . . . P~" " , • 

,< 

Harold stated .intenae17, ,at the candls. Be talt . his 

.' ~d. r~J,{~ . spinnlng l1~e ~ .h1rr~~to~. ' Uno!)~na1Ve17 he 
.,~ .. ' .-' r ' • '. . ." r ", ' - I " " , ' , 

~ ~l¥ ~hbancl" 1'P "Ill Qng ',th~ 1e Ot, b:2Ii ta.oe ,t~ wlpathe .. sw~a t 
. . .. t .. ~in hl'~,:lor~he~d. , No O!le ~aw ll1I!l, he was sure. 
','. " . ~ . . . .' "::'< .. ' .. ,., ,'~rtr minute. later, the room ~s .. stutt'7 · .. nd . dank wlth 
i~ " . , 

· .~ J>tir.pifa \:.ton .• . \'h . .. . !)r"t~e~., ,~~ril , ~o.ar:.,e • . 'fh~ wheezed and . , ,. \ ~ . . - '. .'~ '.. ,: 

OOUglied i re~eated17' 

'.;._ ' ! ~~91d squinted through the sides r£ hi. e788 at the . . 
• ,j , \ 

•• 

...... . . 



, .. -"" 1>\".',. 
, . 

" 

'" I 

, , 

, ,' . .. 

. , ~t they pra)led on' I!bUV10us to eVer7on8, ever¥tll1ns~eveD 'to 
> . '. ~.: ," ".. ..,. . : . • 

1laJ'0ld thous/1 absently. this 18 ,strangeJhevenlt .. . '. . ' . ., '. . 

" " " " seen eu.cl1 earp,eetness in ,a long time ••• thel'.'s nothing to 
" " ", . . ,", . ,. ... ... ", . . . ", 

~" 

, , 

I1ell herS' •• '!'1!1 I'aeketa.' •• Wba1; 11&8 it the Ic1d 8lI"ci..-ap!rltw11 ' 
< - " . . . . . . 

aatlsfactloD. " "t the m:YetSI'7 d. " .. ,. 
· '.' . .: .1." -: ... .. ' : I . ," , . _. • . : . ' . . 

'l'tIAtl'S was a l<aock OD the dool', The,- (I) ntlnueci to -I'ead. · , ." .. . . . ,. ' , 
. , . . . 

" ADo ther 1<11;00 k, a,nd ,there wa a a hel te!l 81len~e in the , room. 

thS,n. ,b?"T. 1'e11""'8 head atiot up, and tile b,oy neG to 1J8I'0ld 
, . , 

,let ~ mouth ,droop qU1l1lZ1cally. . -- . " . 

?itie cloo .... l<apb tul'ned and a ~11'0l'med youth8talk8ci ,Jn. 
. . . . .. . . . · . . . 

.".i'.ve ..8c:tt B .t~l~tWam tor \Joah •• • Jo~ Berka ••• 1 •• • 1 • •• can't 
" ' . ' . . 

~' -.. '. In -oae leap. J08h end lIilton JUIIQ)ed at the iakSDTI7 b~ 

aeli' attaCking, from ambush. Josh ripped o~ , the" envelope at 

the wrong onch aDd poured ' oyer, ·the ,yellow Sheet., 

,' : ,Be,I,PBueod,., Then l1etless1y"he Nadr "Crl81e 18 over ... ". ..... .' 

, ,' ', MOJI!"IB ~lll?1~_pra18'd :* the na~, o1' tJia ,Lord .. -Slsnod, Pathel'~. 
Sll!11a, ,Of 1'r""h" 881luine re],1af iNl'at 1'rr th b'om the 

. '" . : ' . , " , . . ' 
8~ll,1",tenaoi7iun8 boys. , ,~, 8athWod aboUt the ,broth"I's, 

" . ' . - : . . . , . . . . '. 
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