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LOWDON JEVISE GZRONICLE | - Crversion
Xly 17, 1961 ! -

by_.‘_flhra Ho Tanenbaum

- Zhe Jast=sorcloded Vinlt to tte United States cf a British Romanm cltbnlh
préest who converted to Juiaimm has pointed up onoe sgals the conflisted and
anresoclved attitudes of me tovard mnlrtlutlolo

In & number of -zﬂ.cm U S. Jewish religious quarters, a sease of '
relief prevails nov that the thres-month visit of Abrahan Carwel, formerly
Father Senneth Cox of S¥ix Stiriing, Soctland, bas exded vithous fncident. In
other ciroles of Mnlﬁ‘ here, there is a feeling of regret over the Jewish
eommunity’s ndt ha;rlu oxploited Mr. Carmel's tour for greater proulyt:lﬁtion
E— ‘ : | .

. Garoel, Thosd sotritusl odyssey has been reported in the
lenden Jevish Chropicle, u-/mm mxk with oonsiderstle mm-
ia the States, aa succsss in this sort of thing is measured by Apsrican standards.
Large sudienced have nttcmhd his leotures givea mostly at syoagrgues and at
Badsssah and tx oﬁu.--&uiqh organisational m'un;,'uol The New I?rk Board of -

. Rabbis, vhich xpazx represents sems 700 Censervative, Ort:odox, ani Referm
. . C N d :

rabbis, -vlimuqd the largest turmout in recent hisédry for 1ts executive board

‘-uiuu vhen the lecture iy Mr. Carmel was uinnunmdo WI}. BARY ERAEETSTRE
nlpxciou nhbh cans to moek and left utrlmnd
' Interestingly, Mr. Carmel received a better press in fh- lllll'll secular

periedicals thu in the Anglo=Jevish press. George Cormell, the religien editoyr

oftla Assosiated Press, wrote a miuﬁ and sympathetie hw vhish was
pubtlished in sixty daily mpupm in the njor cities of Awerice. Nevaveek umm
'“pa-uu & sinilarly thoughtful story under the heedlime, "The muuraun-.rw-

‘to this publicity
The only megative reastion frem the Christiam comsunity/that has cese te this

vritpg!; attentioa is an article by a Roman Cathelie prisst in a Mid-tes
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| Cathelies dicocesen mpl’u' in vhich Carmwel was labeled "a Judas®.
- The m-mnlmutiou and the ntl.-mnlyunuon camps 1a the Jewlsh
I commmity both ul.dnu the uu-ul upcrhm as another argmment fyr their respestive
pesitisns. The 'proa are porandd that Carmel’s success, both m
R hhﬂiofthaliftinmhthnthhmluﬂmh&nnﬂ.f
| ﬁllm.ofn'mmunmmnonhmorﬂn'hthu.hlhn-m
that he elinate is faerensingly scmfertable for an organised Jevish preselydisation
esmpafda mu sou-Jevs. They ub elear, somevhat dotn:fnly, that thdr- trget
would be the umty aillion ®unchurched® or *umaffiliated ¥ Americans, lﬂ ot
the belleviag and sracticing Chrisitiam community. LT

The "entis" telisve that a Jevish nissionary effort, ne -ttwhou
akilfnlly implenented, will give ofbnﬂ 40 ’lll. Christian ‘joﬁty and may nlt!.-hly
jeonaxdise the barmony that prevails among Catholics; Protutntl. and Jewe h
Mmerisa. They tern the “Judasn® fuombﬂhmlutltrwinth.vid

Despite the felt but umorganized eppesition u"-mmufq,' the -.m'
bave Weea moving forvard quietly Wat qmniuiu/ 11 organising a-n-: sisstomry
prograns. Tanxy Sensitive to Jetish asd Serbwitw Christisn oritieiss, \hs preselyters
‘have wsel swphenisms in maing their seeietfes; thus, the New York Board of Babbis
have “H an 'Iﬁfamt:tnn ;-l ‘connlrhthn' Oenter® to answver questiens Mt Jewe
anl Jadaism. In 1959, an independent "Jevish Infu-tiol Socisty® wvas uhlllhl
ia Chisage ty a grouwp of Orthodex, Gommun. and Reform laymen and rabbis 'h
unite all the people of the world in a ceazitment to the Oms Universal God and the
| Brotherhoed of Man.” The Sosiety his sines opened anether o2fice in Lbs Angeles.

h Prisr shx te the ergantaation of Whese Yodies, he mejor swrd-sarrier fa the eause
hes bosa the United Israel Verld Unies, am affiliate of the ¥ Isrssl-based Verld
Uaion fer the Prepagation ef Judaimm, mmmu be the pet hebly

of a fime Anglo~Jevish journaliss, David Horewits, whe has gene ia for eecasional
drematie esaversions of &ikle-belt Christians to Judaism and for semevhat maledrematie
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thoervasas of Passéver ca h/::::::nhn efxdisxherx by ssmmonities of gapin,
The %o mest utin prepagandists fer Jevish mnlrt.lq in the Usited
Blates hive boea & Refors radel, David Max Bichbern, sul 8 leading Osnsermative
| radbi-sshelar, Nobert Gorlh. bth have argued, in vﬂolr-puhhd artisles and
' nﬂh sddresses, that Jdd- was a nissieaising religion w-ﬂ the
hll hlrt (Gordis has aitd tho historian Lecky %o the .rrm that at one point
_4a 'histery some m-mmh-otmmmm %o Jodaims), and that ealy
- 4ke mu—a death penalty fbr mmiﬂ I.-ud by Constattine and by subsequsat
‘ &mﬁn cedes foroed Judaism to abanden 1“ uum, The epen and plurelist
e oty of h-ricn, and the fact that somy 2,000 Christians eonvert annually
h Jaiaiom vithout any kimd of u-nnhnl w-ulyﬁ;ntim, ?:; t.hon ROR
vith a forvor that has begun to attrect mamy ur their halhquu 4o their sides.

- The Beforn movement has been p-rummy .t.tuetd to this effort
Wﬂwﬂummﬂnfﬂainiﬂuﬁntﬂm&ho&mlﬂuulm, the
malnricnnlofm Judn-,mbrthouint];Dr.m Maoek vho, ia 1549,
wrged the Yorld Uniom for P!'B‘.llhl Judsism to redapture the "sission of Jodsim®,
;rful:’:ih;’u":nn edvoceted a stepped-up missionery effert ::ﬁ:::ionl h-h:
agensies, This,in 1950,the Central Conferense of Aserican Rabbis set up & 'On-!.ttn
on the Uneffiliated %o ahﬂj‘ praotical mesas of exteniing the {nfluemce anl scceptance
of the Jewish religion®, The Committee has prepared ani distributed trect 1iteraturs;
rresented Judaisa on radio and television; and orgmni god oou;rtgnt iomal presshing -
Ll.uhu "to ‘enlighten both Jou and mon-Jew®,

- The New Iork Peder~tion of Refora S,ru;u;uu hase mdmm a 'Ocm-u
for the P_rgnr-ti.on of Prupntin Cenverts to Jmlut-'. 1a 1955, for mplo, Rabbi

huih'l n.m, federation director, reported that ia one year more th.n 145 men ani

un-u Were cmnd in <he .am'uol:ﬂ
The fact ﬂnt Préteslant muclhu, m-t Be’ ably among the Lutherans
anl Presiyteriane, bu_c anneansed {a almost Wrusen terms of etisllengs eonserted

wu%mn-nmmommwmmumm.
of Jovish nissionisers to meet Christiane on their owm playing fislds. ]






