
MS-603: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum Collection , 1945-1992. 

Series A: Writ ings and Addresses. 1947-1991 

Box 1, Folder 18, Address before 1000 delegates to the National 
Federation of Jewish Men's Clubs 34th annual convention 
[excerpts] , 29 April 1963. 

3101 Clifton Ave , Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(513) 221·1675 phone. (513) 221·7612 fax 

americanjewisharchives.org 



,. .. 

Exoorpts tro~ Addresa Cj Rabbi y~o H. ~&DeDbaum, D1reotor, 
Intel'ral1g1ou. Mta1ra Dopartmont, A:IIol'ioan J.vial1 Colllm1tt:eo, 
before 1000 tole£atG. to tho J4tl1 Annual Convention, ~atlonal 
Fedoration or Jovial1 Men's Club., Cooool'd Hotol, A1amesl1a ~, 
liew York, Hood., April 29, 196). 

Eoumen18 .. , plural1a .. , and I1l1J11ao rolatlona .... tho thr .. 

II&j Or "now tront18l'- 800181 aatIon is,u •• aonfloont1n& tbe Jswlsh 

ooamunitT ln apu1r10 and \Il'gont wara d\U'1CS tho ooming dooado. 

A .. UGh ole ... or and dooper undorstac41cs or .aol1 or tl1 .. o 

areas tl10n 18 now aenol'all7 nldent w1ll be requ1rod U tbe 

multiple rapruoctativ. J.viall ag.noi •• are til) belp tho Jeviah 

oOOlllun1t7 .t08l' a ot"47 &01 oonatruoU.,. 0_ .. , 1'81;1181' tl1ol1 

drlt11 and blunder. 

1'b. oo=oo1oal .. o ...... ot ln Chrlateodom. without quo,tioo tbe 

1l08t 11an1f10ant d.velopmeot in weatoro 1'.11g1oua 111. tor7 .100. 

the RorOl'lllltton ln til •• txt.onth 08otUl'7. 1& we1g11ted with 

oona.quonceo tor Amerlcan and wor14 J.\Il"'f, and ,ot appe ... s to be 

on17 din17 oOlllpl'el1ended. 50lIl8 J.wish leador. oontloue to be 
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oontuaed about tl18 418tlootl008 bgtw •• o ".o\llll.01 ... • and "intertaith _ J 

roletlon." and I1ovo taIlod to araap tbe tun4am.ntal impl1oatioo. 

1;11&\ lobe ... 10 ... 011 or tb ..... ovem80ta tor Juda11111 and J.VZ07. 

Eoumen18111 11 tll'st and toreMOst a Chrlstlan .. ov .... nt. and 

I'Opreaonts an blatol'io .tt ... t or Catbolloa. Prot •• tanh. aDd 

Orthodox '0 ov.roo .... the 80ur088 or tbelr 41vlaioo and to seak 

to ualto on tIlo bao1. ot a sbared ChriatoloU. While Jew. 

ahou14 Pl'Operl;y ma1o'aia an latera" in tho .. an.lop"",nt8. 

it 11 toolhar47 tor ,belli '0 belleve tI1at ,be)' 1IlIat. ~a 1nvolve .. 

in evel'7 d1alosua bet.w •• a Ca'ho110, 1'1'ot •• t .... ,. and Ortbodox. 
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and 1t tber are not, that tber are bolz;g latt out 0 .. are t..lllg 

d1aOl'im.\.na ted agal""t. Aat atudent or Chl'latlan illa .. eoognill8 .. 

how o,""plioate" are tbe ... la tloDahi pa b"tvaell the Y8I'10us 

oo ... unioOl and deno .. lllatioDs, and the p .. ea.lloe ot Jeva 1Il lnte .. 1181 

Cbrlatlan d1acwra1ona vlll on~ oompl1oate sUll tIIl'tbe .. tb ... 

explat'atloll8 and, 1Il taot, ,,111 proye to b. Ul 8ll118I'ra .... nt aa 

.uoh to the Java. to the Chl'1atlan. 

At tbe .... t1aa, Chl'lotlell leado ......... eooSlll%11lg that 

tbe ultl .. ate S .. o\Uld or tbe1l' aOWll8nioal unit)' as, lIld •• a, ot the 

AIIIorloan rell&1olll oon •• lUlu. reate Oil tbel .. 00_00 UDdaratUld11lS 

and loraltr to the iI1bla, as the Word ot God. It 11 inoonoe1valll. 

that the 1!111110al .. "".val that 1. t&klna plac. vi thlD Catholi01 ... 

and Prot8st.lltl_ 0 .... proceed ".rr tar vlthout sarlou8 rete ... no. 

to Jevlah J;1blloal Boholarshlp vh10h pr ••• r .... the ar1&1nal Ballr8v 

.Od •• or tllought, baUet and praot1oe and Propbetl0 oate£or1 ••• 

In taot, ". ar .. alr .. aq vitll88e1ng that the Blblioal rensval 

18 Prot •• t8lltialllg Catholiol.m, the 11tur&1oal renaval 1. 

Cathol101a1Di 1'1'ot •• tant101l, anoS both Cathol1c1 .. and Prot88~Ult1 •• 

bJ vlI'tU&wor the1l' .ttat't to recapture tbe qnam10 or the oarlr 

Church in "al88ti .... clur1Di tbe tlrst and ... oolld o.nturr ot tbl • 

.... ...... beoomiq; 1I0re J .. ,,18hZ 

Tho lmpll0.tion. or the ... d .... lopmant. tat' the Je,,18h 

oOlllOunlt7 .... that lno .. oaa1Dtlr during the 11Im.cUate rears betora 

WI the moat meanlngful encounte ... bet".en Christlan and Jev 

will taka plaoe Oil tbe deeper laval. or Sihlioal and Liturgloal 

scholarah1p. Thus, v. mar well tind oursel" .. hanna '0 r,,'h11l1e 

10 rad10al tel'''' the doSl'''. or .mpha.1a and prior1t7 V" ha ... 

... ll!Jled to ou .. oonventional "8001al aotlon" progl'''''' vhich 

ba ... be .... dea1goe4 to lIl1o ... pret 10110 Jav .... d Javi.1l lAter .. 101 to 
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to til. Chrl.tlan 1%1 h8retot0l'8 Um1tecl OO",uoUJ r.14tloll. terll •• 

"a will lle.cI to be£ll1 th1Dl<lns .erlou.1J about tbe Wlcl ... tak1ns 

ot more colDp .. ohella1ve .ohol ... 1J proJeots tIl .. t will requ1re ereater 

re.~roe. to .. eet g .. o~og Chr1st1an donanda ter d.eper unclar

stead1ng or ~h."8G1YilII tIlZ'O"bh .. 0 1%11"0 .... 04 avarenea. ot thea 

1'00\8 1%1 Julla:. ... and tha .... lJ S}"nej;ogue. the Rabbinio ba~lul 

or tbe II." TutWIIllllt. eacl the present meanlct 0: Teran in the 

Ute ot tb8 Jewish people. 

Tile _ent_ tnat ls oarrJ111/l 1'ol'>lard til •• o\llll81110al out ... aoh 

betw"n CatlloUo. &lid P .. otoatants ope .. ates to leod CII a •• cond...,. 

level oew foroo to lat ... taith or 1%Iterr.11alollll rolation.. Wb1le 

tbe.e trl-taith 4111108\1 •• usuallJ ..... b ... ecl on an exB.1'11natloo 

or ao4ol jus tlol1 l .. ue. and PI' oblelU ot pluraU. tio accollodatloo. 

tb8 auot ..... ""a.o ourrent. ben.ath the.e ooooul1ters lIoot otten 

turn up ... tlleoloEloal or thoolo£10allJ-oondlUoll<ld probl ..... 

1'hoo •• 001&1 .... tioo praotitiooers who empha.lao vork1n£ tq-,ethol' 

ln the olvl0 order and avold er poutpono ooatroatlag tbe rellglo". 

loeberg_ beneath the aurreoe OI&'J' vor; vell be croating mOl'. 

proble .... tor latarrel1a1ouo GOoperatlon tIlOll thoJ aro sa.k1ns to 

Neolv... Th. Pl'otouncl and Bouot1cS loto .. rol1g10u. 0001'110t. 

ovel' .uoh pual10 pol1oJ qIl<tat1olJ1 as rsl1a10ua praot10es 1n tbe 

publio .oboole ..... al tllat I.Jocr1cans have llar417 bog\lll to taoe up 

publ101), to tne thaolo£1oal am ll1s tOl'loll1 roota at tha pr .... nt-

d ... Catbol1o peroeptlon ot the Prot •• tant, tbI l'roteatant pero.pthll 

ot tho Catbolic, tll.6 Chr1atl .. n pGrc.p;1oa ot the Jew. aDS tbe 

J.v1.b p.ro.ptioll ot tlw Chr1stl.lI. 

Tb8 rel1C;lcu. IItnboolJ: .tucI1 •• OOnc!uckd at ". tout. 
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Unlverslty, Yale L1vinlt)' Sonool, ~D5 Lropale Colleee, wnioh 

wero 1aspired ~)' the Aaerlo~ J~wl.h Co~1tt.o, 1. Juat now 

~g11lll1ng to toroe out luto lote opon a nalbat10n that 8001al. 

aot10n poa1t1ons that aaon <J: thUG group. take to\/arel each 

other are orouolall)' shaped by th.ir respect1ve taith persploU·ua. 

Thll.l, 1n a 80mewbat over8lmpUt18e1 rormulat1o,-" theae ,tuella. 

roveal that oerta.1o 118.101100 I'rot08tant elenom1oa t10na have ~.811 

te.oning 10 their ohuroh achoolo tor decado. that Catholiols11 

1a a coo.pirao),. H&II)' CatnoUo textl.ooka have ~.n tflach1rl£ 

po.roon1al aohool .tudant. that 1'rot88tant1l .. 10 a bar.a)'. Soth 

Catllol1o aod l'rotuataat textbooks b&vc be"" 1nculoat1rle; in tMir 

onildrcD a v1ew tbat th .. JC\,. 0)' virtue ot tbelr roj .. ot100 ot 

.1.sua ... the Moe.lan ar .. fa1thle9£ and unrodcoClGd. Jewisn 

toxt~oolcll In mall)' 1nat.moea condit1on Jo.1..b ob1ldren to a 

vI." ora ChristIan as b1a per,.cl1tar throll£bcut hiator". 

-':0 a Vo .. )' large extent, tte.e Wlder171llg atUtudea walch 

Catnolio, Protostant, aDd Jewish toRching system. caa~ua1cate 

1D tbel,. rel1e1oua oubcuUur" 8 COl"I'''.pond remarkably tu the wa.)' 

1n >:blob tbelr IIIeII1ber8 v1e\l each ott.el' in tbeir publ10 (l.ouatoa 0".1' 

tne :lupre_ Court (loOoh1ona on pr."er aDd IIlblo reac:\1ll1:1 1n tM 

publi0 80noo18, over t.4or~1 a1d to pr!vat. edUcation, run~ 

oloalDe; 1 aWl, blrtll oontrol, and 01ll11ar 1. aues. 

The i",pl1oatioD ot thi. tor so01al aoUon, generaJ.l)', aDOl 

.1owllb locial acUou 10 plll'tioul8l', 1t seems to _, 1. tbat a 

major "nev trOD:1 ... - 1n 1oterl'Oliglo118 altair. tor tile nut 

decads or 10 11111 be tor eaoh ot tbG rol1g10118 colllllunit1 ... to 

a.aume r •• poDllb1l1t)' tor overooming tbe 41.tol't.4 pero.~tlona 
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Ilod 1."",,£6 B tll&. t .... el1 grcr.>p prololl!'." allollt the otller. in ""der 

tru.t Cathollo, l'roto8tllDt, aDd Jow OAll relate. to eacll otllwr 

in real I1W!l1l1l tCI'lllS rather 1.ll1Ul thrOYgh tIlo lIll1cr ita 11 polemiou 

myths or the psat. Only untll .... 011 rollg101l8 oo=-mllnlty allsda 

ltB =.~, o.na pretense, aDd enters empllatloal.ly 10to the tear., 

anx1eU(t s, bopes and "",,"s 01' th .. otrulr, ".1.11 W6 be 1n Il posiUon 

to IIS'<:9 rells10nG pllLrallS1l1 a .arklllS roa11t1 lI'atl1ar thaD a 

varbRl tar"",la 41.£ul&1"11 oW' bl ... es and lI'u.ntO:Gn1oa. 

It 10 1'01' tl11. reason tbat prol;r ... iv" .... llg1ous le .. der. 

In tho thre .. -fo1tl1 Oo,""unltlca have .0 ...... lill7 applauced ADI1 

at8ur~hly auppartbd the pronouncements and aotlona or lope JOnA 

)('I"lII CUld Cardinal 1lca, the ~'orld Co= 11 01' CIllU'cl1ea, National 

Councl1 01' Churollaa And l~aeer. 1n tlla Jowls;' OOClll\Ul1ty who 1n 

indlvidual and ooop&ratl,. way" have 10Utat to remove tba taa .. ot 

the1r mlau<deratwodlog and on1moalt1co that arc 6rounded In 

teaohioF8 and at~t~es or earller polemioal perloda. 

1 .... pe1l'8uaded tt:. .. t Catllol1o and Irot •• tant lea<lot'8 are 

determlne4, .... matter ot Cbriat1an prlnolpl&, to remove tho •• 

aat1-.Jewl..l1 t.aQQ1n~ IIll1011 have p.rpotuated a notarioua 1J:>ae. 

of tbe Jew 10 "utoro culture aDd have f l ... n rol1810u8 sanctioa 

to antl-Sezo1Us.. As tbooe .rforts beeo",," translated lnto r .. ality 

through mgre artll1'matlvG portrayal 0: the Jew and "Udal •• 1A 

Cbr1atlan t ... ol11llj! "",twials, llturE7, and publloat 1008, and 

lad •• d 1A the .. lnd and the da1l)' pvaotloes 01' tho lndiYldual 

CbriaUaa. Jeva themselves will be oo •• boonted \11th the lo •• oapable 
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",oral obllBBtion to taoe their own ant1-Gentile aDd antl-Chr1atiea 

attitudes whioh arc defens1vG and compensatory inher1tance. trom 

thoir paiD1'ul encounter8 with Christiano. As Jewa dl£ doepq_ 

1nto the1r hiotor1es they w1ll tind Ju.t1t10atlon and precedent 

tor a poaltlve revis10n 0: tneir view or the Christian, even 

a. they expect that the Cbrl.t lon bas resouro81 in hi. tradition 

tha t "111 enable l110l to r&1n1;o1'p1' .. t ana rovl.se his un<lerBtand11l& 

ot ar.d ruJ", t lon.hip to tbo .low 111 attirma 1;1 ve tGrmo. ADd th1 • 

.. rea 0: .... vidon or bao1o 1mae •• and attltudu that Chrlstian 
... . . .. \ 

and .I .. ,. llold toward .ach other ""'7 "ell lie """ or the .. oslo dec1a1ve 
, 

arbAO 01 oonooDtrat1011 ill tbo new rron~iar or 8001al aotlon tor tile 

Jewish ocmnunltr. 




