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Exocerpts from Address bty Rabtl Marc H. Tanenbaum, Director,
Interrsligious Affeirs Department, Amorican Jewish Committeo,
before 1000 ILelegates to the 34th Annual Convention, HNational
Federation of Jewish Men's Clubs, Consord Hotel, Xiamesha Laks,
New York, Monday April 29, 1963.

Ecumenism, pluralism, and human rolations are the three
major "new frontier™ sosial action issues confronting the Jewisgh
comunity in specific and wrgent ways during the coming decade.

A much oclearer and deeper understanding of each of these
areas than 1s now generally evident will be required if the
multiple representative Jewlsh agencies are to help the Jewish
‘eomnunity steer a steady and constructive course, rather than
drift end blunder.

The soumenicel movement in Christondom, without question the

moat signifiocant development in western religious history since
the Reformation in the sixteenth century, is weighted with
consequences for American and worléd Jewry, and yet appears to be
only dinly comprehended. Soms Jowish leaders continus to be
confused about the distinctions dotween "eoumenism®™ and "interfaith
relations® and have failed to grasp the fundamental implications
that inhere in sach of thesze movements for Judalsm and Jewry.
Eoumenigm 8 first and foremost a Christian movement, and
represents an historic effart of Catholliecs, Protestants, and
Orthodox to overcome the sources of their division and to seek
to unite on the basis of a shared Christology. While Jews
should properly maintain an interest in these developments,
it is foolhardy for them to believe that they must be involved
in every dialogue between Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox,
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e
and if they are not, that they are beizng left out or are being
digoriminated against. Any student of Christian life recognizes
bow complicated are the relationships between the various
communions and denominations, and the preasence of Jews in internal
Christiean discussicns will only complicate still further these
explarations and, im faot, will prove to be an embarrassment as
much to the Jow as to the Christian.

At the same time, Christian leaders ere recognizing that
the ultimate ground of their eoumenical unity as, indeed, of the
Amer ican religious oconsensus rests on their common understanding
and loyalty to the bible, as the Word of Gode It is inconceivable
that the Biblical renewal that is taking place within Catholioism
and Protestantiem can progceed very far without serious referende
to Jewish Biblical scholarship whioh preserves the eriginal Hebrow
modes of thought, beliel and practice and Frophstic ocategories.

In fact, we are already witnessing that the Bitlical renewal

is Protestantizing Catholicism, the liturglcal renewal is .
Catholicizing Proteatanttim, and both Catholicism and Frotestantisa
by virtusv-of their effart to recapture the dynamic of the early
Church in Palestine during the first and second century of this

era are beooming more Jewisgh!

The dimplications of these developments for the Jowish
community are that insreasingly during the immediate years before
us the most meaningful encounters bstween Christian and Jew
will take plagce on ths deeper lsvels of Fiblical and Liturgisel
acholarship., Thus, we may well find ocurselves having to rethink
in radical terms the degreo of emphasis and priority we have
assigned to our sconventional "gocial action®" programs which
have been designed to interpret ths Jew and Jewlsh interests to
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to the Christian in heretofcore limited community relations termse.
Wwe will need to bPegin thinking seriously about the undertaking

of more comprohensive scholarly projects that will require greater
resouroes to meet growlng Clristian demends for deeper undere
atanding of themselves through an informed awarencss of thair
roots in Judaism and the early Synegogue, the Rabbinic tackground
of the Sew Testument, and the present meaning of Tarsh in the
life of the Jewish people.

The momentum that is carrying forward the eocumenical outreach
betwcen Catholics and Protestants opsrates to lend on a secondary
level new forge to ioterfaith or interreligiouvs relations. While
those tri-faith dialogues ususlly ere based on an examination
of sodal Justice issues and problems of pluralistlic accomodation,
the suoterranean owrrents beneath these enaounters most of ten
turn up as theologicsl ar theologioally=conditioned prodblemse
Those social action practitioners who emphasize working topether
in the oivie order and avoid or postpons confronting the religious
fcebergs beneath the surface may very well M creating more
problems for imterreliglous cooperation than they are seeking teo
resolve. The profound and mounting inteorreliglous gonfliots
over sush pubnlic policy quastions a3 religious practices in the
public sghools reveal that Amcricans have hardly begun to fage up
publiocly to the theologleal and his torical roots of the present-
dg Catholio perception of the Protestant, the Protestant perception
of the Catholie, the Christian porcepclon of the Jew, and the
Jewish perception of tho Christian,

The religious textbook studles eonduoted at St. louls
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University, Yale Livinity School, and Lropsie College, which

wore inspired by the Amerlcan Jewlsh Cormittee, 1s Juat now
beginning to forge cut iuto the open a realization that social
aotion positions that each of these groups take toward each

other are cruclally shaped by thsir respective falth perspectives.
Thus, in a somewhbat oversimplified formulatliar, these atudies
reveal that certein mainlipne Protestant denominations have been &
tesching in their church aschools for cecades that Catholiclsm

is a conspiracy. liany Catholic textlooks have been teaching
parochial achool students that Protestantism is a heresy. both
Catholic and Protesstant toxtbooks have been inculecating in their
children a view that the Jouws oy virtus of their reojection af
Josus 28 the Messiah are falthlese and unredeemed. Jewish
toxtbooks in many instancea condition Jowish children to a

view of the Cihwristian as his persecutar throughout history.

70 a very large extent, thege underlylag attitudes walch
Catholio, Protestant, and Jewlah teachlng systems communiocate
in their religious suboculturcs correspond rexarkably te the way
in which thelr members view each other in their public devates over
the Suprems Court declisions on prayer and Bible reading in the
public schools, over rfedercl ald to private education, Ffunday
ocloaing laws, birta control, end similar lssues.

The inmplication of this for soccial action, generally, and
Jowish soclal action in particuler, it seems tc me, is that a
major "new frontier®™ in interreligious affairs for the next
decade or 80 will be for each of the roligious communities to

assume respousi bility for overooming the distorted perceptions
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and imoges tusat each group prolongs alout the other, in arder
that Catholis, Protestant, and Jow can relate to each otlur

in real humsn terms rather than through the inhorited polemical
myths of the past. Only until each religious community sheds

its mask, and pretense, and entors emphatically iato the feara,
anxletics, bopes and msecs of the other, will we be in a positien
to make religious pluralism s working reslity rather than a
verbal formula dlsgulsing our blases and resontzents.

It 13 for this reason that progressive religlous leaders
in the three-falth comwunitica have 80 waraly applaucded and
staunchly supported the pronouncemsnts aré astions of Pope Joan
X¥III and Cardinal bea, the Woarld Counscil of Chwches, National
Council of Churches end leacers in the Jowisin cocmunity who in
individual and coopsrative ways have gougal to remove the Lases of
their misurderstanding znd snimogltics taat are grounded in
teachings and attitudes of earlier polemloal periods,

I am persuaded that Catholic and Protestant leaders are
determined, aa a matter of Christian principle, to remove those
anti-Jewi gb teachings whloh have perpoetuated & nefarious image
of the Jow in western culture and have §iven religious gsanction
to anti-Semitism. As those efforts becoms translated inte reality
through mare affirmative portraysl of the Jew and Judaism in
Christian teeaching materials, liturgy, and publications, and
indeed in the mind and the daily practices of the individual
Christian, Jows themselves will be co..fronted wlth thae ineseapable
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moral obligetilon to fagce their own anti-Gentile and anti-Christian
attitudes which are defenslve and compensatory inheritances from
thoir painful encounters with Christians., As Jews dlg deeply
into their histories they will find justification and precedemt
for a positive revigion of tneir view of the Christian, even

as they expect that the Christlan has resources in his traedition
that will enable him to reintorpret asnd revise his uncerstanding
of and roletlionshlp ¢o the Jew in affirmative torms. And thisg
area of revision of basic images snd attitudes that Christian

and Joeuw held toward cach other may well be ome of the most Geclsive

arvas ol concentration in the new frontier of soolial action for thé

Jewish comnunitys.

iy |





