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A JEWISH VIEW OF VATICAN COUNCIL II
By Marc H. Tanenbaum

(Rabbi Tanenbaum, 4 the Rational Director of the Interrzeligilous
Affairs Depar  of The Americen Jewish Committee, was the
only Rabbi present ia Vaticem City at the time that the Jewish
declaration was introduced before the Ecumenical Coumcil. He
was consulted by Cardinals, Bishops, Periti om backgrowmd issues
relating to Catholic-Jewish relations, an area im vhich he is
recognized as am authority).

1.1t 18 one of the iromies of history and perhaps symbolic
of a turning point ia Christism-Jewish relations that the Jewisgh
- declaration condemming anti-Semitism was {ntroduced and debsated
by Vaticam Couneil II during Simchath Torah, the Jewish festival
of, "Rejoicing with the Torah." The irony is sharpened by the
awareness that in the very Vaticam City in which more than 2000
Cardinals and Bishops of the Ga:holir.‘ Church were considering
a8 declaration to repu;diata the deieide charge and t.ha-eby to
help put an emd to anti-Semitism, about 600 years ago the Jews -
and Ehair Torah, their Sacred Scrolls of Mosaic lLaw - éere subjected
to humiliating indignities. During the Middle Ages, the leaders
of the Universita deglia Ebrei (the Jewish community) of Rome
left their crampéd ghetto each year and journéyéd to the Vatican
to pay compulsory homage to the Pope by the presentation of a
Torah Scroll, which the Pontiff would return contemptuously over
his left shaider with a derogatory memark. Thus, for example,
Pope Boniface ti® VIII (1294-1303) made the oft-repeated remark
to Roman Jewish leaders im which he acknowledged their reverence
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for the law '% condenmi their "misrepresentation' of it:.Tha_t

"dialogue" is regarded by Jewish historiams-as 'typical" of
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Vétican relatiops to the Jews throughout the greater part of the
Middle Ages.

And now in St. Peter's Basilica the entire Episcopal
leadership of the Catholic Church hss beem discussing the text
of a declaration "On the Attitude of the Catholic Chureh Toward
the Jewish People and Other Hen-Christisns® which, if restored
to its origimsl stremgth and them passed, could uproot once and
for always the foundatioms of such tragic iromies.

2. This aggiormomento (updating) of Catholicism's
attituds toward the Jews is crystallized in the text of the
Jewish declaration. However, the new Catholic loock at the Jews
 and Judaism is also reflected throughout mch of the\other
Vatican Council diacusctons from the first schema that was con-
sidered at this session, "de Ecclesia'" to the last schema, "The
Church and the Modern World."

3. The Jewish declaration -

a. Brief statement of the key elements in the
decree and an examination of their historic importance - the
deicide charge, anti-Semitism, proselytization, the common
patrimony of Christians and Jews;

b. A description of the "fate" of the decree
from 1960-1964. This report would highlight the role of the
leaders of the American Catholic hierarchy in mobilizing the

progressive elements of the Church in support of the Council.
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€. September 28th and 29th - The “imtervemtion"
(speeches) of the 34 Cardinals sud Bishops from 22 countries -
_ what did they say? The impect of their statements im Rome and
among Christisns and Jews throughout the world as reflected im
the Christian and Jewish press.

d. Ilsplementatiom of the decree - After the
passage of the decree what 18 imvolved in its implementation
(revision of textbvoks, liturgical references, teacher training
institutes, local dilloms. eﬁ:.)«.

4. Other significant isgues that effect Catholic-
Jewish relations on sociel and civie levels; religious levels.

a. The religious liberty decree and its
significance for pluralism and Catholic-Jewish relat;ms in
pa::'t-;cular ~ the action of the Vatican Coumeil am the
religiqus liberty declaratiom which asserts that freedom of
conscience is the natuxral rijht of every man will wythe
cloud from what has been called “Johm Courtmey Murrayism" (the
Jesuit theologian who fought almoet single-handedly for the
Church to clarify its views om religious liberty and was silenced
by the Holy Office).

b. Collegiality -

:  The significanée of this issue for greater
freedom on the part of individual Bishops to promote dialogue

and common civie action between Christians and Jews.



.
¢c. Lay Apostolate -
The revolutionary emergence of the laity
ot as “arms of the ?riest” but as "the people of God," who
are the Church can mean & much greater involvement on the part
of Catholics in cooperative amd soeial action with Jews as well
as Protestants.
d. Church and the moderm world -
" The passage of this schems will demomstrate
the possibilities of the Catholic Church and its more than 500
million faithful becoming in time a naj;r agency for a social
reform and international peace. The implicetiofis of thiﬁgbatholic-
| Jewish relatioms to be spelled out. (Vatican nadiéfgnobes the
| commitment of the Jewish peéple to the moral Wnt of the
social order as an example of the Prophetic tradition which the
Church is following.
| 5. The religious dimension - "Return to the Hebrew

Bible" -
a. VUWhile the ecumenical movement and the

Vatican Council specifically, represemt institutional responses
to the rapidly changing conditions of the 20th Century, they:

are fundamentally based on a profound religious renewal - a
Biblical renewal, ikxm liturgical renewal, and a theological
renewal. Catholics are restoring the Hebrew Bible to a central
place in religious thought and worship, (just as Protestants are
paying more attention to the liturgical and Sacramental character

of their faith., It has been observed that these renewals are
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rendering Catholicism more Protestent, Protestantism more Catholic,
end Christisnity move Jewish).

b. The new appreciatiom on 8 religious lewsl
of the Vatican Council for the Je'&aﬁ people and thg_gihmcw Bible
are reflected in the schema, "de Ecclesia™ (om the nature of the
Church) in chapter two, emtitled, "The People of Ged." ("Those
wvho have not yet accepted the Gospel are in varibus ways oriented
to the people of GCod. In the first place, that ﬁwle to which
the Covenance and promises were given and from which Christ mpck
sprang, the Chosen People, most dear to God because of the
Patriarchs." This was called in Rome ﬁha "Little Jewish Declara-
tion on the Jews."

c. The schema on P_Mmﬁcmtaim
chapter 4 on "The Old Testament" which speaks with great love
and reverance for the Old Testament. Cardinal Bea in his inter-
ventia:;- on this schema spoke of the "0ld Testamemt as a unique
school of prayer and also a school of ethics." Cardinal Roenig,
in his address to the Council Fathers, said, ''Oriental studies
prove the historical truth and the historical fidelity of the
Sacred Scriptures, even especially as regards the Old Testament.' |
The 19th Century objections have disappeared. (The significance
of this to be develpbed.— 19th Century higher Biblical criticismg
contributed significantly to anti-Semitic attitudes in Germany).

This schema also encouraged Catholics to

cooperate with non-~Catholics in the preparation of Ya common Bible."
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A brief statement sbout recent ccoperative Catholic-Jewish efforts
together with Protsetants im this picneer work.
6. Jewish resctions to the Bcumenical Cowmeil -
a. The problem of Jewish attitudes toward
Christians conditioned by old world memories end a polemicsl
history of 1900 years.
b. The contraversy in the Jewish commmity on
Jewish activity in relatiom to the Ecumenical Coumecil. How
the contraversy itself indicates the seriousness with which
Jews have taken this event which hes been called "the greatest
religious event of the 20th Cenmtury."
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