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\,hen 'r we s a ' boy g rowi ngupi,n ,~~~,tJ1':'l~l'" , at1;eridl,rii' iI:;::;rew:l.~li~": ,,""-', ~: ;-"'; 

" " ,, ':' paroch1al schoo'i, the' expres.ion ' nCatho,i1c-Je\dshrelations,"" .'h"d:,:J,;ttti~':·::~ 
;:;:.: .. :-

. contempor~ry mean1ng fbr: xne. " If someone'.heel asked me what 1t meant. i 

" '''''' 

.. ',. 
" my reflexes would have ttlrned. "'Y: thoughts to the past: -- the long 

and bitter history at roy people, enduring persecution and humiliation' " 

, ,>' ," at the hanqs at "the Church. "As tor the''-Csthol1c neIghbors who wore 
~ ~ ," ; ' , 

' ~u-stom~rs in ~y parents' grocery store, -~or 1n the fa'cto'ry down the .. 
, :. 

,' •... ; . ' . ,~ block, well, they seemed nice enough. , It wasn't their youngsters " 

·,, ·who 'threW" stones and oalled us nChr1st_k11lers' .~ , Our re~fltlons ,were ," 

', oord1al ,but superficial. ' We lived ,in d11'rer~nt worlds. , Mrs. 'Sullivan 
, - ,: 

,,:,' : had .her ladies' Sod.al1ty; ' my' mother, had h~r S7Ilagogue' sisterhood. ',: 
" ' , ., 

" ~ ' . 

.- together? ,: " .'. , .. ,~. 

... -...... ' . .. 
" . '," 

. "', , ':: : 

: ' ':: 

, :. ' 

The term "Catholic-Jewish II, re~atlons" had no ~eanlng '1n the 

.. pr~sent. although it might", hsv? ?al~.~~ ,,~p-:assOclatlons regarding the ~"\ 

". -' 

pe.rsecut1on . of." "'early 

1n Palestine • 

Chri.t1ans , by :,~a~lsh ' reli,g1~Us a!1th",rl ties , 

:::i,:·,",: ... i -;- -' 

" ' " 
In recent ' y.ars, howev'or; Catholics and,' Jews have ' disoovared · " ,,' 

. ,.' '-', "- , ' " " '... ' 

that there 1s much . they can ' say ' to ,one snotl,lor and ,'lear,n rrom one 

another, a~d perhaps more important,that thore', ls .m~ch 1'11.ey can do 

together. And , in our, IIllltual dialogue and jo1nt socislaction,- there 
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·:·conv1ctl.(m for men of' good will: 1I1 oya l. frank ' and ready .·undor-.· 
, , ' 

-. standing which can un1te men 1n mutual" a"ri,\ sfniiere re~p'e 'ct~ " ,.--,-~~., .. 

.. I do ' not mean to imply that Catholic-Jewish relations started 

in this ' country only within recent years. " As immigrant groups struggling 

to achieve s"curity and rise, out of the SlU1U., fsctories and swest- " 

, ,:shopS of our large citi.s, Gatholics end Jews "shared much,:ln , c,tr.JJlon;,';"",: 

and 'worked 'side by side for rnanyyears. Certa1nly, "Ab1e's Iriah 

Rose 't is a humorous, U' perhaps tastele.ss, reminder of that "shored 
. . '. 

' past. ' But there is no denying that in the lost decade, our religious 

.,. oommunities have opened to one another as never before. There 1a 
. " ..;' 

" .. new warm breeze blowi'ng in our instituUonal corridors, and it , 
. ; ... ; 

'.:' bas .already begun to tha,.,. some of ' the time-hardened misconceptions ;;,:'.': 

, and stereotypes Cstholios and Jews hsve had about eech other.-: , , 

Iteni: Ten years ago, regular, · ongoing corrnnunioation bet.we'en : 

representatives of Jewish religious 'or communal ,orgsnizati'ons and 

the officials of the local" Catho,lio diocese was , rare. 
. ,;:-. 

Today it 'is , 
, "', . , .• 

, ' 

oommon. " ... : : 
) ._ . 

': oouples in Cleveland, OhiO, deoided," to l~unch a ': 9irn'l>le, ' info~al 
. ~.,~, . 

.... " 

.;. 

dialogue, meeting 11) their own homes; on ~ ro~atingbasia"and frankly..' 

discussing w~atever came to' mInd • . . from their . religious' beliefs ;Bnd . . .' . 
values to such "hot" issues ' asb1r~h control '~' and social dlB:cr~ina-

tion. This community dialogue" heid "without, benefit of' olergy, "": wali o" ' ~~"' . . , ... ' - -' . . ... , . . . ". , . , 

. . . '. . .. 

so successful that it is ' 'currently ,being erila,rgocl;'" S.1mllar dialogue , 
. ~ . . ... ' - .'. . . ''' '. 

groups, involving Catholics and rne~bers of the ' A~'e;i~sn Jewish 

Conimittee (sswell .. a Protestants )ar~g~iOg " in oth~;; ~~rr';"unit1es: ' 
.c ---. ., ' .. ' , ,_ ." 

,Louis, Los Angel 

... ;. 
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jolntly ~onvened 'by the offlc1:al coordlnatlng bodiea of the three 
. ~. 

... .. 
. . ' . '. 

me jor fal th·. , was held ' in America .• . . This was the lIa.tional Conference 

" on ReUgion and aace,which called together .cur · notion' a 'religious . 

leaders to face up to the enormous chal,lenge of racial justice • 

"Since t~en. state end locsl .oonferences "o~ .. rel~glon and · race have .. 
, ~ 

,.'. allowed for · j oint planning an~ education ln communities throughout 
~ . . 

.... the country,. with Protestants, Cstholics snd Jews work1ng ·--to·gether.···· 

" '. 
:" (It is not inslgnificant ,that the Conference grew out of a "dialogue" . .' . . 

,,~;. ':-;"" .:",: 
,::")i: /'. \ between' a ' Catholic layman, Matthew Ahr.1snn, and ' myself, and ' then 
.. ':.::<.;'':'-:'<-;:: .. 
:~;:/:t\\.,::.\, involved, j)~. Oscar Lee of the " ational Cciuncll of Churches;') 

, 
., . ',"' . 

'., .•. ... ~,.::., , ' , 

, ... :;~c' '::. :'Z' ~··'· Item: in L1tt'le R~Ck, Ar!{snsas. ' 8 group ·- o£. students ., at . ~ S_t. _.:·~,::~"_ 
,;·t;;,,).). :,.~ John' a . Seminary, . en ins titution for the .training of priests, cele~:" " 

'.' . ...,':., ,; . 

:'..;,','. 

. ,. 
brated the Jewish Passover .ritual to dra:iatize the historical ,and 

:" religious 'link between Judaism and Chioistienity. The ' service " was'·. .- ' .. 

' .. '., . 
. ' dedicated to the local rabbi, a .long-time fr1endofthe. sem1nary's ': 

.', .... ..... .. •. .. . 

rector, end ""~s attended by more ·, tl;lan 200 ·peopfe·. ,; 
.' . , . :.' . . . ' '.' , . 

Item: Last yoar, :I was honored to . a~drcss' ·the Slster ' Format1on;, 

Conference, ' the coordinating organ'~.'~atio~ . .ior Amerfca' s -teaching ',:, .. .. 

Duns.,' Since then I have .reoelved~. :;eque·st"s ;.· to. : ~pea~ ·at · some t~e.nty ::' .. . ' ., / ...• ~'. . , . :\ 

. ~ ' :: 

: '.': 
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:"7'~ .. ; 

.' .:,~'.' ~ , 
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t 
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"c-':: 'Catholic univer.i tie. and seminarl~~'. '· SimHarly, · at lest yoo~'. ., ' .: ."" 

" ', ': . .. :'.: 
.. ~: . 

" \';;;. ,. 

" ".; .. 

. . " . , 

annual conference of my own orga~lz1ition;th'~ '~erl~a~ Jewi.sh ' 

Committee, we lnvited a premin.ent' Catholic layman and editor, .' . . . . . , 

:: . '" -':,' . "Hr. James '0 'Gara of ' Commo;l>,eal( ~nd~n Episoopallanp r1est) ' to " . 

c ' • •• 

'" . " 

discuss, candidly and openly,thelr ' vlew~ ' ~r Chrl~tian-Jewi9h 
. . '. \. '. , . ' . , . _.' 

relations. ". At this year' s meeting~e w~re privllegedto' hear .. " , ...., . .. .' . ,. 

we must · wage war on".the old susplcl ~ns ·and. prejudices and . bigotry " 
. . ,,~,!' , 

which' ha;e .aet brother against" broth .. ~·arid ,bava.pawned ' a · brood of .. --;-, 
'. '.' . -' . ' 

.. : '. -., .. 
" 
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evils threstening the very existence , or our society.' 'Definitely ' 

we must win that 'war." 
. . , 

, , 

But for many Jews the world ,over, the supreme example of 

Catq.ollc· action to a.chieve understanding 3nd mutual esteom was 
, . 

.the introduction dur1ng the second session of Vatican Council II· 

", of ' a draft declaration on CathoHc Attitudes Toward Jews and 

f :. 

' . 

.... 

j ·: '··.,';'.:i ,'JudaisM!" '. This h1storio document pointed ' to , the Church's Jewish , / 

I""}"':" heritage, condemned s'(lti-Seli!ltlsl,1l 1n ·the strongest terms, and ... .. , " . "",.~j' 
i ' .... : .. :, 

perhap~ .most, important ot all 1n the view of' most 'Jews~ euthorlta- /" j 
, .. 

. , .:,".: ,'", ,t1,vely rejected the slanderous charge' of '/!elcide" (Ood';'k111er) 

I,'t,?n~() against the Jewish people • . This frightfuleccusatioll, ~hlOh has .. '; 

i c. ,.> ··.·,'. ,"-;;;\:~·,\,~ .. _,,, been ' the excuse for "so much pe x:secuti.on 'end brutality .aga~rist Jews 
L.:T~ .. ;:· ,i,:.:,<\.{;::);.,:., ',: .: : . " '. . i .... : ,._.: ,,' ; , " " ",~.".: 
j /{:' <A,~<>~; ... \,;/ thro:ughout centuries, is ': not •. ,we hsv,e> 'bee~ ?ssured.·-:pB~t ,-- of ····.' """.:.:>"',~~,:.. :;:::,, '-,;,.; .. !:. 

!"1~Y:/ :~:;~::':~~':'~:'>:'?" Catholic. gogms. but s ' terrible dl'stor:tion. of it. ~" .Neverthel~·ss. ' . .':~;~" 
. r"':;> ·.t ·s.. ..-

over the face of the earth iri ' sUbjue.t1~n 'because thelr ancestors . , ' 

were responsible for the Crucifixion and death of Jesus; 1';' ·found ,',' 
. ' . .:, . . ,. .,' '. :-': .. ~-', ;.'.' . .' .-.-" .. --,; ... "" ....... -".,~ . ... _--- --- .. _ ... - _ .•. -., . .. _--'. 

i 

I 
! ' 

: in 'the polemic ' writing s of ~Or.le of :.theearly Chu.rch Fath~rs, a,nd 
• , • ., d' , • • 

... 

,s till crops up fro~ time , ;,ot,l)~.';~n :te~t~oo~~":nd , s .erm~ns •. 
the Eoumenical Council woul<\, 'put this slander t~1..e·s't. , 

Its ; ... ' .. 
.': . , . l' . 

: l' .. ,' . ,", ', repudiation by 

, ,: ", . and vastly aid the process of self-exam1naUcin", and purif1cationof i , , 
i 
i 

I 
I 

',', 

. ". 

,', . .' 

... --' 
'. \,'; . 

I ", ' 
I, . . ,,' -
I ' ' ' .. , 

, ' ,. '.' , ", . , . 

teaching about Jews and Judaism th~t l.ieiienriowgoing~o ri" rii', catbOno 
' .. ' . . ' . 

educat10nal Circles. ,' , "'.' . 

'r ' must say,' 1'r~nkly, that ' while theclocumerit was ~ introduced at 

',the Councll,many Jews were ' grestly 'disappointed ' and 'distressed , that 
~ ' . :.. . ' , , . , 

, , ' ,' . .' . '" ;.-" ~:'; :-.("'. " ... . /. . . , . 
the second aesslon"dld not find ' the time to d,lsouss1t or , to , vote 

, . , .' .. , .' 

<', 

on .it, ;' '''e ara encouraged .by the: roallz'stion thst1 thasthe < .u"o~rt 

~f ' the Amer1cen ' hier8rohy;a~~ ' .. ~~~e; hope1'~i .that' lt , W111\~ .ct~~ ", ,: 

.' ";'" 

, ,.... .;;. .~' _ . .':,',; " ., .':, f ... ; .. : ":':'~~'.\<;<~. .'.~, ' >.' 
. ',': " " ,, ' .-'y . 
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,+- .... :~ ... -. '. 
· on affirmatively at tl?-e forthcoming session • . 11' the question 

"'- .. . . .... 

is passe.d ov~~, the,re ls ... bound to_ be: e measure of dls111us,1onment · 
'" 

.. ; 

in the Jewish community; ' althou~h those or .us; C'atbol,.lc·"·Elnd · Jew, 

who work in the area of interreliBious understanding, will con­

tinue, 'ot -_course, to strive for the same ··goals ... · 

:. ;''hile .. the deliberations ·of the Ecumenical Council and the 

,;:"," 
... "', . 

' . 

.... ' 

,' .. -

. reaolutions .of' national bodies such as !lOeM and !ICell can have great" 
. . I · 

-' impact o.n Catholio-Jewish relettons. the local community and the 
' ; ! . 

• 'neighborhood are the flnal . tests of all our efforts. :this is., 
, 

• 
I 

. L .. _ 
.­· i .... 
, 

it:. 
... ~{::-

\' '.' 
- .... , 

~. , . , 

i 
'.' ::, 

i\ 
. :.~~.;j' :' . '. - ' . 

!.truly,· the · nhome frontlf ,.where ·all our mut;ual 'plans 'snd programs 
.- " ;,.-' .. '. 
"',".' will elther be · translated into effective Betion ' and improved ' . --: " /. i ... . .. . . . . . 

',, ' 

, . 
- ! .. , . .; ..•... ':,:. , .;:: . 

:' '. 
'. On ' a practlcal level~ 'what oan a 10081 NCCt/. group do to '..... ':c".;" t';·>. 

,'. advanoe 'Catholio-Jewish relations? . Man; "thlngS, . .ranging· from studY;/' f(' 
"communication, . or they will atrophy_ , .. :' , 

. ~? .'. 
~ . . , • ,~1 

,'., ..' 
--Plan a study progre~ on j~d81sm: its , '~8nge of- beliets snd ">::~::~ f,'; ..•. 

.' .• " 

, .'. " 
f~'· . 

praotfoes, l .ts h~lldays. ' customs . andcerell'l:C?~ies.·-:,~:" (~'1any 'Catholl~s f~> .. .', . L:'·;·· 
• _. , . ;.' i<" ,. 

a topped Aeed 1 n . 1 ts . tra eks B t the end .' .' ~;,', 
\' -' J .. ' ;/: "'. ~ . 

',' 'be~ leve the ie'W~sh : ~ellglon 

ot the ~irBt Century.) 

--Interested In an, informal 

'. :-:.: '·:":'~'::'r.,-:> . ._; ._ , ~""';".-,-:_ ','_. ".c ...• ~, ·Ic,~ .. "'"' ' 
':',' ".~ . , . 

;~".i' . '.;.' ', ... : ;}:. 
dis'iogue? t F'ind out whether one . t ~ 

-' , 
:.i '. 

.- ,; 

·- ."· ~xlsts· In your'. cOIm1unlty, and .Ii not,. organl~a_t~ons ' like my own, 

the kt el'ican .. Jewish .Coln.'l11ttee, may l>"helpful' insetting oile up. 
:. ,' , 

fi' 
·1· .. ·· 
K" .': 

.. , 
' " ,;' 

. '-, ' . . ... -
t . 
!: 

. . ., - , . 
--Plsnn~ng some action project '_cif .servlo8_. t ,o ,,~he .gen~r.al ~. __ 

. , 
',,, ." '. eo",,"uni ty, such Perhaps the local 

, .... '-
· AJC Chapter women, ' or ·the TempI" s1sterhood, ,would ' l1ke . ~o help. .. ,: ..... 

'. (And ~hY n~1: seek outProtestants?{ SeMc& '~~"Je"¢t~ ·" :~e" mlld~-to- ,,··t .. t··· 
~rder for~~op erat10n .~oros~ ~el·~gi~.~· ;~~.:,7,-.: .. ~r;;:;:"~~"W;{:,.J~:';;i~".:.'b~. :; i;-:cf): .•. :.r.,:,· 

d' ,'.' ". '" > :.' . " .. _ _' . 

' . .',; ~ ','. , : .. ., 
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;. '. ra8~lngs, or program outlines, (a~though theso are indoed helpful) 

~ .. 

, , . 
I , 

I 
I 
1 

< .' 
18 ·S1:T.plY an. attltu~e ., or oponi..hea17tedneDs/ . ~ Wlll.lngness· to reach 

--". out beyond "the oonvenient 1msge '- ot . the '.'other .'~ nnd to confront one ," . ~. . .- ' -. ,. ." 
another, deeply and hone:3tly ~ uner.lbarrassed-· ··py -: our -- d.1-ff,crences ... and '._ 

,: " .' . . . . .J 

".''-
wilUng to, str1ve togGther_ ~o~ the -valuea we share. Cooperation . 

'~ . 

betwoGn ., Cotholics ' snd' Jews i.s~, fortunatoly',' encouraged by .the· 
,.; 

~ -.; 
i American exper~'hnce o~' 'pluralism . an~ \:dernOcratl~ · lritoraction:·. :· Blit" 

. . . . 

it~ ultimate roots go muoh d~epe~, t .o the ohe.~~sh*:,d 
"", . 

po trlmony '0 t & 
. ,---_ ... _-_._.- ... _--_ .. -.- '.~"""""": •. 

' re11g1ous , tradlt1on,,'h1ch both our faith communities "an claim- .. 

in' the .words ·of Pope Paul VI, who re,cently told a delation 'of _: 

'/~'\'~.< :\."~;·~;AfYlsric8n Jewish Committee leadrirs':" !t.~.the Jewish ~elig·lous '~. tradl~ -:·· 
i,'!:;f::;\,ii';"' t10h, withwh1ch Ch,rlaU~n1ty i. ~o 11)t1rn~t;~lY11nked. and from 

"'-\.;':'·:·:<;:'?~~;::;·:-Whl~h : 1 t dGri.V~-~ . ' h~~~ r"foxi . trust 'i~3 ~ r~-lBtlon'~'~' snd'~' for S·· happy ' 
l' ,,,,:,.: ' .' <:, . - .;' r.:, .- .;. . _.' 
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