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PREPARED FOR THE ANNUAL YEAR BOOK OF THE NOVEMBER 1964 351(3 C c/L/

‘.f -NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN'S CONVENTION R

”i by Rabbi Marc H.. ;anenbaum, Wati
Interreligious Affairs: Dﬂpartment, American
. Jewlsh Committee _ =

f When ‘I was a boy growing up. 1n Baltimnra,dattending aAJewish

:f{parochial school, the expression "Catholic-Jewish relations™ hed- little e

contemporary'meaning for me, - If someone had asked me what it meant,

J?;.&my rerlexea would hsve turned. mF thoughta to the past: == the long

. and bitter history of my people, enduring peraecution end humiliation “_;ﬂ

'f'¢¥at the hands of . "the Church "AS for the: Cathollc nelghbora who were .”il"

ﬂ;fcuatomers 1n my parents' grocery stora,'or in tha factory down the_i3

1h“block, well, they seemed nice enough. It wasn't their youngstera ;“J T

‘~Eaﬂwho threw stones and called us "Christ-killers.ﬂ _Our relations-were?

yuﬁx{:'together? -

g cordial but superficial, - ‘e. lived in different worlds.- Mrs. Sullivan
if;had her ladles’ Suiality, ny mother had her Synagogue sisterhood.ﬁ_ji~;?fﬁf
VQIWhat did we hava to say to one another? What could we - possibly do

I suspect it nust have been the same for Catholic children of

'fﬂf_{my age. The term "Catholic-Jewiah " felationa had nornaaning in the.T _x

lszéfpresent, althoubh it migﬁt have called uo associations regarding the ;;?fh

Y;Qperaecution of early Chriatians by Jewiah religious authoritiaa fi“;ﬁf;f;i;

in Palestina."”"

In recent’ years, however, Cathalics and Jewa have disOQVerad

:'”1 thet there 1s much they can’ 8ay- to .one anothor and learn from ana

'_another, and perhaps more 1mportant, that thera 13 mucn they can do

together. And 1n our mutual dialogue and joint social action, there

is great promise e promise to fulfill tha ideals of American democracy

" by working together to -secure equal righta for all our citizens,"-f3

:;promise to achieve the goal put forward by Pop

e Paul VIlaa 8’ coﬁmon VT~?f:W.




' “convietion for menaof good will--“ioyal, frank'and raadyhﬁddar-i

‘ﬁajlfatanding which can unite man in mutual and sincere reapact oL

I do ‘not mean to imply that Catholic-Jawiah ralationa started _iiT

m“tin this country only within recant years.. Aa immigrant groupa struggling
Ji!ﬂ to schieve security snd rise out of the aluma, factories and awaat-';uu.}
=ﬁ?;shops of our large citiaa,VCatholica and Jews. ahared much in. cqmmon-'-”
ia;?and wor&ed aide by side for man y yaara. Certainly.,"hbie'a Irish
‘;;Rosa" is a humoroua, ir parhapa taatalaaa, reminder of that ‘shared '
ﬁfﬁpaat. But there 13 no denying thet in the last decade, our raligious;}ff?'
ia.oommunitias hava opened to one another as never before. There 1is afa5337c

_l?a new warm braeza blowing 1n our institutmonal corridors, and 1t-

‘jhas alraady bagun to thaw some of the tima-hardaned misconceptiona.l"'f
%%fand ataraotypas Catholica and Jews have had about each other. | ’

. Ttem: Ten yaara ago, regulsr,'ongoing communication betwabn o
"'ffepresantativaa of Jawiah raligioua or communal organizations and

k5?tha officials of the local Catholic diocaae waa rare._ ;oday 1t 13 f

S Items ke few veara ago, fiva Catholic and five Jewish marriad
;E¥couplea in Claveland, Ohio. decided to 1aunch a simbla, 1nformal '
--:'dialogue, meeting in thelir own hamaa on a rotating basia, and rrankly?}f:ﬁ
discussing whatever came to mind, from thelir. rellgious beliefs .end ;571:;
- values to such "hot" issues aa birth control and soclal diacrimina-_fl
tion, Ihis community dialogue, hald wlthout banafit of clargy, waa%’?af“
30 suoceasful that it is currently baing anlargod.k Similar dialogue ?T;Q_
fgroups, involvinp Catholica and mambars of tha Amafican Jewiah - S

’;yf.Committee (as wall aa Protaatants) ara aOinS on in other °°mmu“1t1°3’f-.ih

a;;aSt Louisp Los Angelea,_and Ablanta, to nama a_faw




jointly convened by the official coordlnating bodiea of the three

R major feiths wes held in America., This wes the Netional Conference

':Vﬁﬂ;on Religion and Race, which called togather our nation's religious -iff 2

‘Ef-leaders to face up to the enormous challenge of racial justico..

':Since then, state end locel conferences on religion and race have - - -

' . sllowed for joint planning snd education in communities throughout

“_between a’ Catholic laymen, Matthew Ahnann. and myself, end then i

M_John's Seminary, an institution for the training of prieste, cele-if

'involved Dr. Oscar Lee of the Yational Council of Ghurches A

\ﬂc{bhe counfry, with Protestants; Csthollcs endeEWS'norﬁiné"fogether.ff*7ﬁﬁ-

A s not nsign cant that the Con erence grew out of a "dialogue' ‘;"ff
(It 1 Lnsignifi hat th £ t of a "dlalogue"

Item' In Little Rock, Arkansas, a group of students at Sto

T brated the Jewish Passover ritual to dramatize the histcrical end

'ﬁi annual conference of my own organizetion, the Americen Jewiah

fjreligious link between Judalsm and Christianity The eervice was

f}Conference, the coordinating orgenizetion for America's teechlng

;}:Catholic univereitles end seminaries._ Similarly. at lest year'a

Francis Cardinel Spellman declare'fr"By every meana at our diaposal {Q',r

i'dedicated to the locel rabbi, a lcng-time friend of the eaminary'

ﬂrector, end was attended by more, than 200 people.;

‘¥ﬂlnune.' Since then I have received requests to epeak at some twanty L % e

*?fﬂCommittee, we invited a prominent Catholic 1ayman ‘end editor,f.:.vf'

r"er. James O'Gara of Commonweal (and en Fpiecopalian prlest) to

| diecusa, candidly and openly, their views of Christien-Jewish f-'

relations.' At thie year's meeting we were privileged to heer

l we. must wage uar on the old euspiclons and prejudicea and bigotry

:which have set brother against brother and'have spawned a brood of :mfjff

Item:. Last yaar, I was honored to eddrcss ‘the Sister’ Formation{it‘f”
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H Q?{Ievila threatening tha very ex;stence or our society. fﬁerinite1§ ;oTL.}
"fji;we must win that wor. 2 ' 3w o h g
- _ But for mony Jaws the world oVe » the supreme example of -
7 Cstholic aotion to aohiovo understanding and mutual esteom was
-TSig,tha introduction during the seconrd session of Vstican Council IT.  {'”
.hfof a draft deolaration on Catholic Attltudes Toward Jews end - =2

;%;Judaism. This hiatorio document pointed to the Church's Jewish ;1_?
ﬁheritage, condemned anti-sgpitism in the strongest terms, e SR
:PBPhapa most important of all in the view of‘most Jews, authorita-if;of

:;tively rejectec the slanderous charge or ‘Beicide" (God—killor)

_;:against the Jowiah people. Thls frightful accusation, whioh has

qbeen the excuse for .80 much persecution ‘and brutality against Jewsﬂfﬁ}}:

ﬁthroughout ceoturiea, is not,'we have beon ossured, port of

fCatholic QOgma, but a terrible distortion of it.; Nevertheless. ~;?I557ﬁ

© the charge that the Jews aro a cursed peopla. condeﬂnod to wander

fover the face of the earth in subjugation because thair ancestors

?were responsible for the Cruoifixion and doath of Jeaua, 19 found w%ﬂi

.ﬂﬁin the polamic writings of gore of tho early Ghurch Fathers, and

T; still cropd up from time to time in textbooks and senmons._TIts;_ﬂ :
'nﬂworepudiation by the Ecumenical Council would put tthélander to rastgliow
[ and vastly ald tho process of solf-examination and purifioation of %

. teaching about Jews and Judaism.that 13 eVen now going on in Gatholio 5}

'Hf7aduoational circlos.

I must say, frankly, that while the document was introducod at '

_??.7the Counoil, many Jowa wero groatly diaappointod and distressed that|5L;
';*;j;;the aecond session did not find the time to disousa 1t or to vote . . -
e it. We are encouragod by the roalization that it has the suooort_,o'

T:of the Americen hiorarohy, and we. are hoperul that i will be acted-"f"
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"”;fon affinmetively et the forthcoming 3eesion. Ir the question " "tk

“'ﬂ'is paesed over, there 1s bound to be. 8 measure of disillusionment

fﬁtk'in the ewieh communitys although those of uss Catholic and Jewa-: 1i21o£?
" who work in ‘the area: ‘of interreliglous underetanding, will con- B
| '.g.tinue, of course, “to atrive for the -same ‘goalsy |

g While the deliberations of the Ecumenical Council end the

-'&5f?resolutions of netional bodies such as HCCM and Nccw can heve groet;f*"';;

“qmpact on Cetholic-Jewiah relations, the local community and the--fﬁﬁi”

;neighborhood are the final tests of all our efforts. This 13"¢1ff;f?
;truly, the "hame front" .where all our mutuel plans ‘and progreme T
fwill either be translated into erfective eotion and improved fiiii{ﬁ'e“it
{;icommunication, or they will atrophy. 1 R e

: On 8 procticel 1eve1, what can a looal NCCU group do to

3advenoe Oatholio-Jewish relatiooa? Fany things. ranging frgm atudyj%-fi‘-
FE ;?=t0 Joint ‘action, ‘Here are a few suggeetione._; f?ﬁ e el

e --Plen 8 atudy progrem on Judaism' ite renge of beliefe end

’7rfpreotioes, its holidays, customs end ceremonies.; (ﬂeny Catholics

;ilbalieva the Jewish religion stopood deed 1n its traoka et the end i

?f'of the Firet Century.)

=-Interested in an informal dielogue? Find out whether one

" extsts in your community, and if not, organizations like my own,
' the Anerioan Jewieh Committee, mey be holpful in setting ooe up.:_,fif}f ?:
I--Planning some aotion project of. service to the generel HQ“Q;;.ﬁE
- ulcommunity, such as worktng with eohool ﬂropouts? Perqaps the 1ocel -  ?{ |
,¢Il;gIAJC Chapter women, or the Temple sisterhood, would like to help. 'Ji;i. §QQ!

;lj(And why not seek out protestanta?) Service pPDJGCts are made-to-f

- order for cooperation acroee religious lines.




what is needed, more than any list of suggestions,:recommsnded

- ;ﬂ;ﬁreadings. or program outlines. (ElthO“Sh thase are 1nd°°d helpful) .-

”13 siﬂply an attituda of open-heartedneaa, a willingness to reach

_Eﬁbut beyond the convenient 1mage ‘of . tne "other and to confront one <
;anothar, deeply and honaatly, uneﬂbarrassed by our- difforences and‘f; tr

;;willing to strive togethar for tha valuea wWe sharo. Gooperation ;i"5

:'between Catholics and Jews 13, fortunately, encouraoed by the

American experbknco of pluralism and, democratio 1ntaract;on. But'ﬁ*

%jits ultimata roots ga much deepar, to ‘the cheriahed patrimony °fla g

raligious trad tion which bobh our faith communities can claim—-;

_ﬁin the wnrda of Pope Psul VI, who racently told a delation of

i?Amarican Jewish Committee leaders'.“...the Jewish religioua trad;-ﬁh

tion, with which Chriatianity is sn intimately llnked, ana frum

which it derives hope, for trusting relations and for a happy






