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Y When Pope Paul w'
qf the Milan- ]ewxsh"c
'references in a. book™b

Rabbi Marc H. Tmnbcum is ﬂw

National Director of the Depart-
meng of Interreligious Affairs of
the American Jewick Committee,
Long active in various governmen-
tal advisory. positions, Rabbi Tan-
enbaum was invited by President
Kennedy to the White House Con-

Jerence of Religious Leaders on the

problems of Race Relations. He is
also a consultant to the Pius XII
Religious Education Resources Cen-
ter, Monroe,’ _ﬂﬁdllsan.

i _'ll' ArchblshOP of Mllan, the presldent
unity, drew his atter_npmn to the anti-Semitic.
g'presented ‘to boys; and " girls on- the ‘occa-

 of their Conﬁrmauon ‘Cardinal Montini" prompt]y ordered the
w&{th-ﬂ\rawal of the 1mpr1matur and of the book. itself. -
' When Pope Paul VI received a delegauon of Jewish leaders in

the thrsne room of the: Vatican, he declared:
common God, a common affinity for the Old Testament

Bible, a

“We have a common

as the soqh;e «of divine revelation. I use it every day in thought and
in prayer. Yﬁ ray together that the Almighty guide, comfort, and
bless us. T Jl:'{mpnds are what we would like to strengthen.”

The two mcxderits exemplify
the growing spirit of upderstand-
ing and cooperation which has
warmed the hearts and raised the
expectations of Jews the v‘{rqud

over. Moreover, they illustrate
two important aspects of this
positive approach on the part of
the Chuich to Catholic-Jewish
relations: the emphasis on our



g

‘that from hi

shared religious heritage, and the
willingness - to remove from
Catholic teaching materials dis-
torted or prejudwed references, to
Jews. For many, this approach
found ‘its culmination : in’ the
draft document. regardlpg Jews
and Judaism that’ Augustin_ Car-
dinal Bea introduced to the

Vatican Couricil, as chapter 4 of

the schema on ecumemsm

. .This draft docume_nt auth&:,
‘tatively repudiates an ancient

charge which has resulted in un-
told suffering mr.l martyrdom for
the Jewish people It states: .
“Theé._death of Christ ‘was: not
caused by. a_whole- people then

" _lmng, and much less by a - people
f today. Therefore, pnem -must
_.  careful not to say anythmg in .
. their : catechetical. instruction or
P Tﬁ@ung which -?mlght give me- :
" ein \the« hearts 'f;.,

: hat.reci‘ or: contempt for the jews

And the Church does not forget
hi peop]e were born
Christ jes,u gccordmg to . the
flesh, " the : I .
Mother of C?hnstv gnd- the Apos—
tles, the foundation® ind columns
of the Church.

“Therefore, since- _t.hq Church
possesses such a common heri-
tage with the synagogue, - this
Sacred Synod wan to foster And
commend in every way mutu-

al understanding and esteem .
towards each other which 'are

‘obtained . through theological = = -

studies and fraternal dialogues

and moreover, just - as it severely.- *
to' men"

condemns . _injustices
where_\_'er they - occur, so even
more ‘with maternal concern _it
deplores and' condémns hatreds
and persecutions against the. Jews
whether they occurred .in times
past or in our own times.” (As
reported. by the London ]ems.h
Chromde, 3-13:64.) ‘ :

r.here Have been many,

C.atholms ‘and Protestants as well ..
as Jews, who were profoundly

~ch:s:q:q:omted thae.. the - second .
session of the Ecumemcal Coun & B

cil did not vote, even .in. prin-

¢iple, on this document, it never-*. '

theless represents a s:gmﬁcant

‘deparlun: from_attitudes’ toward - -
Jews reflected "in. past Councils

of the Church. ]ews do not forget

that * former. Church Councils

passed punmve and humiliating
legislation :against them, includ-
ing -the estabhshmem of ghettos
and the wearing of distinctive
garb; such as a yellow star. It is
no wonder that Jews have looked
to the Councils of the Church
with misgivings, and in the light
of past Conciliar legislation, it
is evident why many Jews greeted
Cardinal Bea's document with a
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burst of enthusiasm and appre-
ciation. If approved in the com-
ing session, this document will
give the highest level of support
and encouragement to the efforts
of national and international
Catholic leaders to make this
humane and enlightened view-
point permeate "the entire
Church, from the Vatican to the
parochial school classrooms. It
will add impetus and authority
to the everyday dialogue that is
proceeding between the Catholic
and Jewish communities in many
parts of the world.

The growth of dialogue be-
tween Catholics and Jews within
recent years must be acknowl-
edged as a remarkable tool for
promoting inter-religious under-

\ standing between Catholics and
"‘.jews, as well as between Chris-

\tians and Jews generally. Such
\inlogue has proceeded on every
Yevel, from scholarly exchanges
between the most eminent theo-
logiand, of both faiths—such as
Cardinak, Bea and Rabbi Abra-
ham ]qshg?. Heschel of the
Jewish Theoldgical Seminary of
America—to qh\l‘l_sulta-tions be-
tween Catholic apd Jewish lay-
men in local commyunities, mu-
tually exploring solutions to
community problems and seek-
ing cooperation and jointyaction

across religious lines.
Impressive as the growth of

‘these mutual exchanges has been,

we are still on the threshold of
the experience. The walls of mis-
understanding, built over many
centuries, have not yet given way
to permit a completely free flow
of ideas between the two com-
munities.

Imagine the kind of intellec-
tual and spiritual flowering that
might result if the dialogue pro-
cess were extended to areas of
exchange that have not yet been
affected by it. Imagine, for ex-
ample, a meeting between Catho-
lic teaching nuns and Jewish
teachers discussing their mutual
misperceptions. Imagine, a vol-
ume on the history of relations
between Christians and Jews co-
authored by outstanding Catho-
lic and Jewish scholars. How
many misconceptions, might fin-
ally be laid to rest.

Those of us who have been
privileged to be related to this
process of Catholic-Jewish dia-
logue have been enriched and
enlightened by it. We can only
hope that the Vatican Council
decree on Jews and Judaism will
help translate into reality the
vision of the late Pope John
XXIII, of bléssed memory, for a
“new order of human relations”.





