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By MARC H. TANENBAUM

HERE can be no question that the
lsrael-Arab erisis of May and June
resulted in a severe strain in Jewish-
Christian relations. But the exact na-

IS JEWISH -CHRISTIAN

. The dialogue process holds out promise for
bringing about the necessary changes in understanding
that can lead more Christians to the support
and recognition of Israel’s right to exist...”

leaders, among them colleagues in the
rabbinate, publicly declared that this
was proof-positive that “the Christ-
ians arc morally and spintually bank-
rupt” and that the Jewish-Christian
dnlogue is a farce. Further, these

ture of that strain and its impli s
for the future of relations between
Jews and Christians—and for Isracl—
are far from adequately understood in
the Jewish commumity.

In recent ive travels
this country, | was dismayed (o find
so much misinformation and wide-
spread misconceptions within the Jew-
ish community about what was the
“Christian response™ to lsrael in her
hour of desperate neced. Worse still
were the conclusions for Jewish policy
that derived from this distorted under-
standing. It is bad enough to come to
wrong conclusions; o come (0 wrong
conclusions on the basis of wrong
mformation is reckiess and irrespon-
sible—and dangerous for Jewish well-
being and security.

Shortly after the June hostilities
and, thank God, lmlels brilliant vp

the nation's press by blanket condem-
nations of “the Christians [who] by
and lurge were silenl.” Several Jewish

RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM
is narional director of the Interreligious
Aflairs Departmemt of the American
Jewizsh Cormnmittee.

" ded that Jewish groups
engaged in these dialogues with Christ-
ians withdraw since they “obviously”
had proven to be "inadequale” in in-
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8 attitudes
Isracl and the Jewish people.

May and carly June when the Jews
of lsrael were being threatened with
extermination by the Arabs, it is alto-
gether natural that a number of our
spotnuun made highly muoml
i But the i

that was an appropniate fecling in re-
sponse 10 those charged m
is hardly appropriatc to the T

situation now. Nor is such emotion an
adequate basis for coming to grips
with the present needs of Jewish states-
manship, which require a rational, dis-

ing to generalize that “the Christians™
failed the Jews of Israel by their
silence and, by implication, lack of
suppori. Generalizations of that sort
are not substantisted by the evidence.
On July 10, the Louis Harris public
opinion firm published the results of
a survey which indicated that “key
Isracli concerns meet with this kind
of overwhelming approval™ by Ameri-

Eighty-cight per cenl belicve lsrael
should be guaranteed passage through
the Guif of Aqaba;

Eighry-six per cent feel thm lsrael
also should have freedom of passage
through the Suez Canal;

Seventy-nine per cenl oppose any
UN condemnation of lsrael as the
aggressor in the war,

Sixty-two per cent of U. S opinion
reject Israel withdrawal from occu-
pied tertitory as a precondilion to
negotiations.

I.nl.hcmpoll mfypercmld

passionate grasp of the factual realiti
on which we must base our hard

the resp elt .
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that will best serve the interests of
the Jewish people, of lIsracl, and of
world peace.
What are some of these realities?
First, it is inaccurate and mislead-

that a dramatic shift had taken plme
Icading fifty-six per cent of the Amecri-
can people to favor Israels retaining
control over a reunified Jerusalem.

In the face of this evidence, which

RABBI MARC H.
TANENBAUM (third
| from left) frankly
N discusses with school
teachers, both lay
and clergy, the
meaning of lsrael and
M‘ ‘mm.
as well as Christian
responsibility for
combating anti-
Semitism in religious
education,

Louis Harris characterizes as “sweep-
ing majorities [of] the American peo-
ple who support the principal argu-
ments by Israel for a permanent peace
in the Middle East” on what basis
and by what justification have Jewish
spokesmen made loose claims to the
effect that “the Christians™ did not
support lsrael?

To a White House administration
that appears to be o “con-
sensus  politics™—at least om some
major issues—a persistent rumor that
“the Christians™ of America did nor
support lsrael could become an ex-
ceedingly precarious political threat
to Israel, for whose security and inter-
national position the strong bax:king
of the American Governmenl is of
such obvious, critical lmpoﬂnue

5 d, the g i about
“the Christians [who] by and large
were silent,” must be qualified by the
documented evidence that a signifieant
number of some of the most promi-
pent and influential Catholic, Protes-
tant, and Orthodox Christian leaders
did speak out in support of lsrael’s
right 10 exist, to be free of the threat
of Arab i

A JOINT stalement, published all over
the country on May 29, called
upon “our fellow Americans of all
persuasions and groupings and on the
Administration to support the inde-
pendence, integrity and freedom of
Israel.” The statement was signed by
such prominent Christian leaders as
the Rev. Johm C. Benmett, president
of tht mm'dmumnwml Union
T " imary; Dr, Reinhold
Nicbuhr, one of the foremost Protes-
tant theologians; the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King; the Rev. Robert McAfee
Brown, professor of religion at Stan-
ford University; the Rev. Dr. Frank-
lin Littell, president of Jowa Wesleyan
(Methodist) College; the Rev. Alexan-
der Schmemann, dean of St Vladi-
mir's Russian Orthodox Seminary; and
Father Jobn Sheerin, editor of the
Catholic World and Vatican repre-
sentative 8t numerous ecumenical con-
ferences,

Cardinal Cushing and a pumber of
other Catholic and Protestant reli-
gious leaders in the Boston area issued
a “Declaration of Moral Principle” on
June 7, which asserted:

“Nmot‘ uscanbe indifferent or

in f g the moral

ssues inherent in the wﬂmt conflict

in the Middle East. We cannot stand

by idly at the possibility of Israel’s

destruction, of decimating the two and

a half million Jewish people. . . . The
(Continued on Page 20)




DIALOGUE WORTHWHILE?

“...It is Israel’s crisis, more than anything else that
has happened in the past five years, that pin-
points the bankruptcy of any program designed to get
Christendom to revise its attitudes about Jews...”

By EMANUEL RACKMAN

SRAEL'S crisis gal 1 the Ameri

What is meant must, therefore, not
be dialogue ar all, but organized con-

press endures. The face-to-face en-
% I

fers of both

can Jewish community precisely at
a time when the religious organizations
were girding for a bitter controversy.
The debate pertained to dinlogues be-
tween Christians and Jews, Liberal
and conservative rabbis had favored
them while orthodox rahbis had asked
that the dialogues be limited to social
issues with no confrontation whatever
on matters of dogma or doctrine.

Last May, the Synagogue Council of
America, which comprises delegates
from all three Jewish groups, and
Christians jointly sponsored a confer-
ence to be held in Boston. It was to
deal with conscience in our time. The
two orthodox constituent olpnszahcms

of

and the Union of Ortbodox Jewish
Congregations of America—had raised
no objection and had cven agreed 10
participate, Shortly before the confer-
ence opened, however, lhcy withdrew
b of the leaders of

groups. If the themes for discussion
are not theological, there is no objec-
tion whatever to the confrontation. If
the themes, however, are theological,
then one must ask several practical
questions. Will only Jewish theologians
participate? If so, can we who are tmu
per cent of the population provid

y only frusirating in
such situations. One needs the precise
formulation of & paper to begin with,
and time wrlhm which to formulare an

held at Harvard University last Oc-
tober. It was most impressive, yet at
lh: one seminar devoted 1o theology it

enough Mommmhdﬂenﬂw
ninety-seven per cent who are Chris-
tians with thai which they seek 10
know aboul Judaism? Of pecessily,

from face-lo-face encounters. Perhaps
Jews will not use professional theolo-
gians but laymen—presidenis of syna-
gogues and B'nai B'rith chapters.
Visualize their Jewish knowledge pit-
ted agmninst the erudition and foremsic
skill of a Jesuit!

Puum on a limited scale, in great
nlad:ls of learning, there could be
the intellectual giants

the Union of Orthodosx l‘.nwh.
Notwithstanding, several orthodox

rabbis atiended. Before their defiance

and the generally embarrassing be-

dmmmmmrw
wha!? Do such gianis resolve amy is-
sues in their conferences—no maner
how learned—without the subsequent

havior of the orthod could
become the subject of sad incrimina-
tions and recriminations in the com-
munity, Israel was confronted by the
armed might of the Arabs and all the
energies of Jews were focused on unity
and help for our beleaguered brethren.
Now, perhaps, as Jews are united, one
may with less passion and more reason
give the entire issue a new look.

‘What is meant by “dialogue? What
form is it expected to assume? What
do its proponents hope to accomplish?
What do its opponents fear? And last,
but pot least, did we leam anything
from Christendom’s response (o Isracl’s
plight and victory that we may the
mare realistically appraise what Jews
can ¢ from Christians in any
crisis? Is that which we can expect
worth another conflict among Jews?

It is inevitable that in American
society there will be communication

between Christians and Jews. And who

will undertake to supervise and control
what individual Christians and Jews
discuss with each other! This is dia-
logue in its onsmal meaning—italk on
a to-ol basis. Certainly the
controversy cannot pertain to this kind

of interperscnal relationship.

EMANUEL RACKMAN is Rabbi of
New York's Fifth Avenue Symagogue
and a faculty member of the Political
Science Department at
University,

Yeshiva

bii of their papers, critical re-
pmdnﬂ hy those who differ with them
and on-going debate in periodicals and
books? If this is what is meant by dia-
logue, then it always was and always
will be, so long as freedom of the

ACTIVE SUPPORT of
buming moral issue

rally jointly, in the
view of Rabbi
Emanvel Rackman, >
But dialogue! No.

apparent that there could be no
dialogue. The distinguished chairman
—a world-renowned Chrstian  the-
ologian—in virmual exasperation asked
al the conclusion of the seminar, “Is
there naught upon which Christians
and Jews can agree” Fascinating it
was that the orthodox, conservative
and liberal robbis presemt were all
agreed on that which um:ed num—a

the south and the southwest? And it is
precisely in those communities where

are so anxious to find favor in
Christian eyes. It is there, 100, that the
threat of Jewish assimilation is great-
esl. Are we wise to accelerate that
process by having more Jews enter
churches 10 hear sermons by priests
and ministers, and then to organize
social ectivities which are the inevi-
table prelude to, and aftermath, of any
kind of program to which the public
generally is invited?

Many American rabbis who were
chaplains during World War Il will
recall how active they were both in
military installations and in the so-
called gaod-wlll" programs undrr the

pices of the National C of
Christians and Jews. They appcared

=

common history that d
their theology—while it was pucizly
history that Christians wanted either
to ignore or to transcend. They had no
answer to the chairman's query. And
if Jewish theologians al such a con-
ference felt frustrated, wh.! rorm sbnll
the dialog as i by
its proponents?

In the final analysis. it is not the
face-to-face encounter of intellectual
giants that is being proposed but mther
public sessions where less knowledge-
able Christians and Jews will wlk it
out. But again let us be practical. Do
Jews have the qualified p for

B with priests and ministers on
programs promotive of brotherhood.
Their collective experience was that
those who attended the meetings were
those who needed no convincing. And
no one could tell who, among even
these, would have had the courage to
take a stand on behalf of a Negro
when a lynching i or on be-
half of a Jew if the slar of another
Hitler began to rise.

The chaplains were convinced that
nothing shon of legislation could help
protect the rights of minorities. Today.
we wonder whether even legislation is

such enterprise? Do Jews have the
P in the mi t, the west,
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h and whether anything less than
drastic social, political and economic
(Continued on Page 23)
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Magic Carpel nightclub.
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Dialogue Is Worthwhile

(Continued from Page 4)

end of hostilities must be fol-
lowed by a firm and permanent
peace; one which will recognize
Israel as a viable nation in 1he
-community of nations. . . ."”

NOTHMER impressive example

of broad clergy support of
Israel was demonstrated during
July in Los Angeles where 150
clergymen from all denmomina-
tions joined in signing a public
declaration that received very
prominent aftention in the press
and other media. In the pre-
amble to their document, the Los
Angeles clergy indicated that
their action grew directly out of
their involvement in Jewish-
Christian dialogues.

At the height of the debate
in the United Nations over the
question of lsrael's reunification
of the city of Jerusal 17

American Christians—
including two of the four Ameri-
can Cardinals, one hhich
and B great many Protestant

scholars and church Jeaders, and
editors of major Christian jour-
nals, whose pro-lIsrael stands
were ciled in that reporl, that
their support was not regarded
by Jews as terribly imporant
after all.

The most valid and serious
criticism made by Jewish lead-
ers was directed at the “estab-
lishment" institutions of the Cath-
olic and Protestant churches. As
the American Jewish Commitiee
study on Christian reaction puls
in:

Thgru!u:umml'l.hm‘um-
trelle’ organizations — the Na-

tional Council of Churches and
the National Conference of Cath-
olic Bishops—io commit them-
selves upequivocally on the basic
ion of lsraels survival, es-

leading Protestant theologians,
. i + “

P Y presr-
dents published an advertise-
ment in The New York Times
on July 12 in which they assert-
ed, “For Christians to acknow-
edge the necessity of Judaism is
to acknowledge that Judaim
presupposes inextricable ties with
the land of lsrael and the city
of David, without which Judaism
cannot be truly itself. Theolog-
ically, it is this dimension to the
religion of Judaism which leads
us to support the reunification
d’lh:cityd‘ } jem.” The

pecially in the face of Arab
threats to anmihilate the whole
population, came a3 a surprise
to many Jewish leaders. Neither
of thess two groups issued any
clear-cut statement to this effect
"m‘;aummmm
ay.

Those were “the Christians

ho by and large were silent”

the life-and-death issue of
Jewish survival,

The record must show that
Catholic and Protestant leaders
who hold positions of suthority

ablishments

majority of the scholars who
signed this remarkable docu-
ment — including the leading
New Testament scholars Profs.
Kristar Stendahl of Harvard and
W. D. Davies of Duke Univer-
sity —have been active partici-

ment before the General Assem-

tion.

One can make too much of
declarations by individuals, just
as ope can make too little of
them. But in the internal Jewish
debate thus far, it is puzzling to
find that the among
Jewish spok and
tators has been to minimize the
value of these individual com-

aligned themselves

with the extremist Arab cause—
as in the case of the Rev. Dr.
Henry P. Van Dusen, a former
Protestant seminary president
who wrote a letter to the New
York Times in which he equated
the Isrueli victory with the Nazi
bllw.kms—!hut was a grear

swimming, outdoor movies, arls
and crafts, dramatio, farming and
folk singing and dancing... fellow
Israeli campmates.

More than just a camping experi-
ence...an erriching contact with
a proud tradition, a grest Judaic
heritage. Including more than a
week 0 Jerusalem, the Old and

SABAATH AND EASHEUTH FULLY OESERVED,

Geller-hownrrD LLd. vicior b. Geller, President

532 Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022 (212) Plaza 9-3343

Todal Cotl ..ounnrnvnnss 10
Children under 12 ...... 5 7S
Also available: Vic

to Europe & Ilud ui;h school
students 15 to 18 years, College
students 18 1o 21 yean.

For more detaded information, tend
for our brochures:

Camp Yaron in Isragl

and

g of regarding their
pmntdmmdhhnrmdmc
by their negative influence. Logic
and common sense ocught to
bave compelled us to give at
least as much weight to the
positive declarations.

WEN the American Jewish
c p blished a sur-

director of wu.ll action for the
National Conference of Catholic
HM and Rev. Edward Flan-

, executive secrelary of the
Umtd States B Subcom-
mission on Catholic-Jewish Rela-
tions, and the Rev. Dr. David
Hunler, associale secTe-
tary of the National Council of
Churches—did take strong pub-
lic positions on lsrael's survival,
They did so, however, in their
privaie capacities.

HEN the National Confer-

ence of Catholic Bishops
did issue a stalement on June B,
it asked for “a crusade of prayer
for peace” and expressed the
“fervent hope” that the UN
would be successful in halting
the conflict. Essentially, that was
the oature of the position taken
by German Christian leaders in
the face of the Nazis' rise 10
power. In the face of what ap-
peared to most of ws as the
:mimnl prospect of another

look ma
no pits!
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hwitz for the corp Jew-
ish body in lsrael, this rhetoric
and its recall of the earfier flight
into pietism contributed to a
pervading semse of pgloom in
American 3
In their June 7 resolution, the
National Council of Churches
contributed to the moral con-
fusion of cause and cffect by
labeling lIsrael's refaliation lo
Arab provocations as “aggres-
sion” and “expansionism.”
Despite the distress that these
positions have evoked in the
Jewish community. there s some

vey early in June emphasizing
the “widespread suppori” of
Christian leaders and masses (as
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flected in the public opinion
polls), a representative of the
Union of American Hebrew
Congregations publicly berated
the conclusion of the survey,
lerming it “exaggerated over-
simplification.” That

gement to be found in
the fact that significant modifica-
tions in position have begun to
emerge which are potentially of
considerable political importance
to Israel and to eventual peace
in the Middle Easi, Some of

-1,
anr

bguall-nunumlmdushw

tary had little effect other than
to tell some of the most distin-

gaged in with the Catho-
lne and Protestant establishment
people since last June,
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ple and Judaism. in the guidelines set dowm by
Those who have downgraded the National Conference of Cath-

the dialogue ot condemned it as  olic Bishops in March reganding

bankrupt are no more accurate Christinn-Jewish relations.

in their understanding of precise-  Among the points the guide-

ly what the dinlogue has achieved lines stress are the frank treat-

than they were in their highly ment of historic Christian asti-
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(Conrd from preceding page)
of the Crucifixion story so as not
to implicate all Jews; elabora-
‘tiom of the use of the term “the
Jews”™ in pegative references in
the Gospels; rejection of the idea
that Judaism and Pharasaism
during Jesus' time were simply
decadent formalism and hypoe-
risy; acknowledgement of the
Iwm,g relevance of Judaism dur.
ing the Christian era and the
permanent election of lsrael; the
careful avoidance of proselytiz-
ing in the dialogue.

Unquestionably the most sig-
nificant benchmark of the a-
chievement of the Jewish-Chris-
tian dialogue has been the emes-
.gence of “a pew theology of
Israel™ among a group of in-
fiuential Carholic and Protestant
scholars, the net effect of which

is 10 call upon Christians to give
up their designs to convert the
Jews. It receives explicit theo-
logical formulation in the follow-
ing paragraph from an essay
written by Father Cornelius Rijk,

¥ Pp on
Jewish affairs to Cardinal Bea
at the Vatican:

“In our time Christian theol-
ogy has gained a new religious
understanding of the people of
Istel tbmu;h the realization
that God continues to be with
His people and that the revela.
tion of the Old T is

Testament that the Old Covenant
was thereby abolished. Nor is it
ever stated that God rejected His
own people and that Christian-
ity came to take the place of
Judaism.™

Auws who knows anything
about the past 1,900 years
of Jewish-Christian relations
knows full well that these theo-
logical affirmations by the high-
est authoriies of the Roman
Catholic Church constitute little
ahon of a revolutionary change

now complete as far as the In-
ish people are

though Lhey have not meu;nmd
Jesus of Nazareth as the Messiah
The Messiah came to fulfill the
Old Covenant, but there is no
suggestion anywhere in the New

These changes are
malchu‘l by parallel develop-
ments among leaders in the
Protestan! communities.

There are, of course, many
Orthodox Christians wheo, iron-
ically, share with some Orthodox
Jews a deep suspicion of change

and who are anxious about the
liberalization that is taking place
in the Catholic community.
These are mosily the same Or-
thodox Christians (also called
“conservatives™) who, in alli-
ance with the prelates from the
Arab countries, resisted the pro-
gressive churchmen's efforts to
condemn anti-Semitism, and to
detlare a clear policy of friend-
ship and respect for Jews and
Judaism. It is these same Orntho-
dox Christians who have found
it theologically intolerable that

Vatican. How paradoxical it is
that Jews who have demon-
strated such devotion and pas-
sion 1o help preserve the State
of Isreel continue to oppose the
dialogue process which holds out
such promise for bringing about
the necessary changes in under-
standing that can lead more
Christians to the support and
recognition of lsrael's right to
exist.

The more recent substitute for
reilpw: dnﬂogu: that has been

the Jews have returned to the
Holy Land, and that the holy
places now exist under Jewish
jurisdiction.

These same conservatives can
be counted on to do everything
possible to prevent the recogni-
tion of the State of Israel by the
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d is that of
mtemulh social action, I know
of no proposal more in contra-
diction with traditional, halachic
Judaism than that of the Ortho-
dox Jews who advocate a sep-
aration between religion and life.

Not only is such religious
social action an absurdity [rom
the poiot of view of Judaism, it
is impractical as well. To avoid
examining the basic religious
premises on which social action
work is grounded and to cooper-
ate with Christians on that i
can lead to the incredible situa-
tion of Christians and Jews col-
Iaborating to “redeem™ the civic
sociery while Christians look
upon their Jewish partners as
“unredeemed.” How strong an
alliance in social action do Jews
beli they can in, while
Christians continue to think Jews
are “fallen and faithless Bsraci™?

Tmismurywumi:riﬁ-
cism regarding the dialogue
made by traditional Jews which
must be taken seriously: the fear
that the dialogue will become an
arena for trading ignorances. It
is for this reason that anti-
dulo;m have been especially
pposed 1o lay dial My
response is two-fold: first, neither
my agency nor I personally have

...I|ke a cugarette should

(like your cigarette should)

bureaus of Jewish education or
institutions of higher Jewish
learning. With rare exceptions,
our experience has been that our
representatives who take part in
theological more than

richness of contemporary Jewish
scholarship and cultural life.
The evidence is overwhelming
that we have made remarkable,
indeed unprecedented, progres
in relation to each of the isves
to which we have addressed our
attention in the Jewish-Christian
dialogue. Can the dialogoe work
mnslmﬂll':ﬂﬁl.ﬂl“ylotﬂp

the mystique of Jewish people-
hood—K'lal Yisrael, “the Sacred
Congregation of Israel”—and the
symbolic meaning of Israel and
Jenusalem leuduml and the
Jewish people
T ik
provision is
that Jews themselves clarify their
own understanding of these com-
plex questions. We are very far
from anything approximating a
consensus as to the meaning of
Israel to the Jewish people. Is it
simply a secular pation-siate?
Does it represent the fulfillment




of messianic expectations that
date back 10 the prophets ul’

Dialogue - No

Israel? Is it an eschatol
reality, pointing to the day d’
judgment that the prophets fore-
told would usher in the mal-
chut shamayim, the kingdom of
heaven?

HEN in recent weeks some
of my colleagues in the
rabbinate expressed bitter dis-
appointment over “the Christian
silence™ about Israel, I respond-
ed by asking them, “When did
you last speak to a Christian
minister about the religious sig-
nificance of lsrael to Judaism?
When did you last speak to your
congregation about this™ In-
variably the answer was, “Not
wry rewn!)r or “We take our
ptolsreel forg 1.

In the mmn, rabbis lnd Jewish
teachers have not clarified these
fundamental issues in relation
to Israel for thernselves nor for
their Jewish audiences. How
much less so have we clarified
these questions for our Christian
neighbors? Given this enormous
lack in theoretical understand-
ing. it is virally a miracle ths!
the Jewish people have behaved
as well as they have. It is equally
astounding that the Christian
leaders and masses responded as
affirmatively as they did.

Before us. therefore. is a task
of intellectual clarification and
communication. The Israel-Arab
crisis resulted in a crisis in Jew-
ish-Christian relations. But it is
a crisis that is also a great oppw»
tunity,

el A 1
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(Continued from Page 5)
action will accomplish the de.
sirced resull. But public rallies
for good-will, for toleration, for
brotherhood are deemed an utter
waste of time and energy. Even
the National Conference of
Christians and Jews has aban-
doned the approach,

Is this. then, what the dia-
logues shall now become? Will
it make o difference that today
the dialogues will deal with
theology while a generation ago
they dealt only with the dignity
of man and the right to be dif-
ferent? On the other hand, who
knows better than theologians
how little influence a man's
doctrines have over his deeds
and how little professions of the
mouth reflect one's behavior in
time of crisis?

BY all means, in social action,
Jews and Christians, whites
and MNegroes must not only have
dialogue but joini planning and
implementation as a team, To
this kind of enterprise there is
no ohjection whatever. The Bos-
ton conference was conceived
wilh this in mind. But because it
was made to appear umnmgly
and er Iy that the conf

ence 'was an indirect response to
the call for ecomenism between
Chnstians and Jews—and some
might have deemed the partici-
pation of onthodox rabbis as a
blanket endomsement of the total
program  including confronta-
tions on (heological levels—a
number of orthodox rabbis pan-
icked and forced their more rea-

(Continued on next page)
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|Conrd from preceding page)
sonable colleagues to withdraw.
From every point of view what
happened was embarrassing 10
all Jews, especially orthodox
Jews. However, this is the lime
for conservalive and liberal
rabbis 1o ask whether the broad-
er'dialogue makes scnse.

Do Christian theologians need
the dialogue to learn about Ju-
daism? Isn't there enough avail-
able in books and icals for
their edification? Do we need 10
face them to leam about Chris-
tianity? And if the dialogues are
for our lay Jews—young and
old alike—have we done enough
to make them knowledgeab

commilied deicide. And public
debates will nol change the
Church’s position,

A few liberal Protestants do
not so hold. With them Jews ul-
ready work well in many areas
of social action, With the others,
too, we should seek to work in
the same areas. Let all of us do
this in the name of God each of
us serves. But we do not have to
define that God for each other
in order to toil for the amelio-
ration of the lot of all His crea-
tures. On the other hand. let us
respect each other’s right of pri-
wvacy—in this case. the privacy
of one's religious commitment

vis-a-vis their own faith that we
must now expend our limited
resources on teaching them com-
parative religion?

Perhaps it is lsrael’s crisis,
more than anything else that has
happened in the last five years,
that ought to pinpoint the bank-
ruptcy of any program designed
to get Christendom 1o revise its
attitude Jews, Judai

and t and in that way
help society achieve even knowl-
edge of the tension between col-
lective action and individual be-
lief. Moreaver, what we must
know about each other’s theology
will always be available in books.
In the final analysis, it is only
thus that we will fulfill the mean-
ing of dialogue in its loftiest
sense, Dmlosue is more than

and the survival of both our
people and our heritage. What
help Jews received in our present
crisis was not due to Christen-
dom but rather to political reali-
ties—1o the desperate need of
the United Stales (o keep the
Soviet Union at bay in the
Middle East, to a very satisfac-
tory trade (reaty to Jsrael with

Years ago when
1 would sit down with members
of the Communist Party o dis-
cuss ideologies. 1 had the pe-
culiar feeling thar it was not
dialogue in which we were en-
gaged. There was always a desire
on the part of my adversary lo
manipulate me. For there is a
difference between communical-
ing with lnolher in order to sell

Rumania and 1o political lead

in E.nmpe whwose Christian loyal-

ty is superficial. (The weakness
of Christianity in Scandinavian

countries is too well known to

require documentation.)

Did the Pope react to the
threats of the Arab world against
hrael with even the concern he
made manifest for the Vielnam-
ese people? Can he and organ-
ized Christendom anywhere pre-
tend that they knew nothing of
the desecration of cemeteries
and the demolition of synagogues
in Jordanian Jerusalem with
their representatives living along-
side these sites of sacrilege? Did
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only Mosl use the driveway
1o the hotel through the Jewish
cemetery? Were the Lutheran
sponsors of schools in old Jeru-
salem and the Christian tourisis
in the hotels there or even the
patrons of the Helen Keller in-
stitutes—were all of these blind
Christians who had naught 10
say when Jewish holy places
were violated but became con-
cerned like “His Holiness™ only

.when Jews took charge? lsn't

this precisely how Christendom
behaved in -Hitler's day? Onme
finds it difficult to forget that
German S.P.C.A.s lo0k care of
the pets of Jews while the owners
were taken away (o death camps.

True, there were a few Chris-
tian theologians who signed
pleas for lsrael even as there

and ¢ ating with h
because you mflg crave 1o un-
derstand each other, to fathom
each other's motivations and
yearnings so that your love of
each other may grow because of
a deeper understanding of each
other's souls.

This is dialogue. When East
and West sit down al the table
it isn't dialogue. We know that
they sit down with mumal sus-
picion, There is & desire in each
to destroy the other's power sys-
temn.

AND between Christians and
Jews there cannol be dia-
logue in the correct sense of the
ferm until there is a basic recog-
nition that all the participants
are equals and what each group
secks is to maintain ils own
spiritual heritage, not absorption
or assimilation of the other.
Until it is recognized that 1 am
an absolute equal whose Jewish-
ness the other party to the dia-
logue is as anxious to see con-
tinued as | am. it is not dialogue.

To be sure, there can be uni-
som with each other on levels
where lhm is lgmmmt. bul'
this
theology if the Chnrch is to be
true 1o its own commitment. 1
cannot have dialogue with one
who feels that he is bound by his
own religious commitmen! 10
change my cmwclm and the

were a few heroic Christi
during World War 1l who saved
Jews. Who will pgainsay that
there are, righteous people among
the Gentiles now as there were
then! Ooe of them did regret
his compassion once il became
apparent that Jews were no
longer the underdogs. And this
is the heart of the matter.

Tlut conlinuing existence of
our people is a fact which
the Church cannot reconcile
with its historic theology., The
restoration of Israel—the fulfill-
menl of the prophecies of the
Prophets for us and not for a
Christian lsrack—is more unac-
ceptable to Christianity than un-
equivocal proof that we never

tern of my Thus
the dialogue between Catholics
ond Jews can never be on Ihe
theclogical level, and if it can’t
be on the theological level then
we ought to be frank and say,
“When you Catholics are en-
gaged in theology—it's not our
business.”

You have to do what is right
for your theology. You have to
do whai is safe for your cove-
nant. We cannot be involved ony
more than we can invile you
into our covenant. On the social
action level, however, there can
be dialogue.

American Jewry is presently
more united than ever. Let us
not rock the boat for a mess of
pottage. -






