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DRAFT OUTLINE OF PRISZNTATICN BY RADBI MARC TANZHBAUM
AT S0 ODNSULTATION, MUY 5, 1970, DALLAS

UIENESH-CHRISTIAN RELATIONS: THE UNFIMISHED AGENDAY

I. There 1s a conventional agenda whose issues heve beccme
relatively standavdized; iavslving such key traditional
qucestions as the following:

A, The theologzleal dimension: an adequate theological
undevrstanding of Judalsm as & living faith on the part
of Christianity and Christiang, snd the companion ques;
tion of an gdequata theological understanding of Chris-

tianity and Christizns en the part of Judaism and Jews:

B. the historiczal dimenslon: the smnesiz of church histery
texts and the Christian padazegic procecs regarding tho
wajor part of tuo thoveand years of post-Riblical Jewisnh
hictory end the inadequate, often polemical, tresfment

of Christisn hictery in the Jcuish teoching srocess;
C. Conversion, pros<lytization, and religicus Libarty;

D. the reots of anti-Eaaitiom In cortain forms of Christiaa

tracdition and teaching;
E, Ecumenismg Pluraiisty, the People of Godg

F. coatemorary issuzg: churech-state velirtions, Foderal aid
to parochial schools, parsonal rorality. divorce gnd sbor-

tion legislation, cte.}




'G. social justice concerns: racial justice, corbatting

| poverty, peace and war;
i

!H. the international dimension: problems of worild poverty,
illiteracy, disease, economic development, Third World

nationaldsm,

In each of the sbove aress I shall try to iudicate where develop-
: l

ment and pregress has taken place in fecing these questions and

seeking to resolve them on the part of Christizn and Jowish

|
leadership and institutions, end ve will a2lso scek to indicate

esteblished the “conventional” agenda, I would then move on to

/
- devalop the sccond half of my preceatstion under the follcowing

categories: /
/

II, The Jeulsh-Christian agenda has been sigaificently re-cast
in light of the events of Juna 1967 im the Middle Esst. It
doesn't _seem possible for any Jew to discucs seriously most
of the cemventicnal questions without their baing vefrascted
nov through the prisa of the meanlng of Ysrael to Judaism

| and the Jc;ar;tsh reople, the emsrgent selfconsciousnesg of

~ Jewich peoplehood. EHeve too theve is & conventlomal vay of
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== interprating this wow zzenda by dedfTiblng the long historic

\\centinuity ef tha ralationship of the Jewish people in the
T \

vhare the asgenda coatinues to vemain unfinished. Oree having
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Diaspora to Palestine~-Isrsecl. On the theological level, full
presentation could be made on the theological and liturgical

|
agpacte of Isxvael in Jewish veligious selfconsciousness.
l

There is 2 aow andlunconveatienal agenda which Isracl raises
and it is oy thecis that this agenda is as importaat for
Christian self-undexstsnding as it is for the Jewish ideatity

|
erisis, The following are three central questions which Xsxael

peges,in my judgwent, for the Christian identity end the crisis
|

of theism both for Christisns and Jewa:
|

A¢ Reliaicus symbo111m - in thelr effort to cumprehend in-

tellectualily and spi:itually the meaning of the Holy Land

\agd Holy City fcr Judasism; T contend that the Jeus are
\Engaved centrally%and fundamentally with seeking to mzke

a cradible intellectual case for the wmeaning of the divine
and tha transcendéntal in human existence, This is not
uurglated to the ;urrent widespread debate over the divine
presence in the E%cbarist, & ratiecnal, technical culture
has undermined baqief in religious syﬁéois, although psycho-
enalysis makes no gense at all agpart from the use of symbols
as a direct apprehFaslon of reality. If Jews succeed in
making a credible intellectuel defense of the idea of the
holy in welation to Israel, thay vill have wade som2

significant contribution to the whole religicus case for the

sacred, ]




B. Universal and Particular |

1) problem of language - fact vs. myth, poetic
-factual lenguage is discreet - oppositions
-confusion when ebstract is used to describe concrete
-map is territory
-universal is realized in particular field (Gestalt
figure-ground)

2) philosophical:-theological = dualisms '

unity and multiplicity ~ essence vs. existence

3) historical - church universal in historical reality
=spatial center - analogy ~ Israel modernity &

~African theology = WCC = Israel's struggle

ITI. Ecumenism - supercivilization vs. regional reality
=community without compormise, global pluralism h i

~double standard = reactionary

!
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