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as well as in the living experience of the Jewish people that I 

encounter in a variety of ways in my travels around the country 

and in other parts of the world. I submit that this will have 

to be necessarily a somewhat sketchy presentation of themes, 

each of which . 'ould require for any a""quate treatment a full 

lecture . As you will see, each of the .ubjects which I should 

like to identify as being central to the current Jewish-Christian 

agenda has spawned very substantial literatures, and each of the 

themes could in themselves constitute the basis of 

/ 

• 

, . 
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an entl.l"<." se't\ 1.!1~r of not Just one d",y . 

At the very outset, I should ll.ke L.o suggest that for reasons of 

architecture, th&l I pOl.nt to <It least three areas In \1h1Ch the~e has been 

quite substantul progress, gronth. dc"elopr,lcnt in understand long and in rela~ 

tionshlps betHccn the Chrl.stian Bnd JC\llsh cOlomunl.ties~/nd partJcpJarly tho-­

~),-r-.J 
C1thoHc and protestant commwdtJ.es HI l"elat~Hl;6h c-o.-n."'m .. mi..t.)l... 

I specify that because I bell.eve we have another set of (oncerns "hl.ch Bl.e 

• ,,011- j 
$h1P /~ 

eDlerging oul of the present 5l.tuatlon in relatl.on/t..:(llthe Eastern Orthodox 

churches. And these three areas,! would ~ubmitJ (all under the categoIlcs 

.o"..Q ~-,-u-'j 

of the lncrea s ing(3ttention and serj?~s 

" 
a L lentiell tha t has bc~n gl.ven ~he 

hl.ghcst teaching author1t1es and 1nst~tut~ons of the Roman Cathol~c and the 

Protestant co~~unities with regard to Chilst~an responsibillty for certa~n 

traditions of Christian teaching 

r~ 4 '%'st alFe3t t\-/O millenia. 

that ~tured du(.-{j/ 
anti-semitism 6Tel""the 'j ~~t,:tt::~ 

Secondly, 1 ~ .. ould submit that there ha& been substantial growth and 

progress 
---. 

ct~aarrlYY-li~n-'th~.-pp;e;rsspp~.~c~t~.~v~e~ofO~nQ=iy~e~a~r~s~r-""cr±.n-cITrTSt1-~n~ela~onShlP 
d ~v"l. f...,<J: 

Chn.stiar> "8Eh =~6 eh e€'rl'ee:fih'aassbo.ccc,i1, ss uUS5s. r, ,""lIt't rL a;ttl-g,,;';'c. '-tft.-.ao.d d ". C ] 0 pm~ 1. n the , 
<>-/, , 11.y 

,J.t:<oWt;Jl,,13'91"',>lls';l1<o=-<>of ~Ifth(:ology ~r Istael, <L'i7'"cology of lha Jcuish peoplc in 
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the context of a ~eFt a£ theology or the peoplc of God, wh~ch 

to allude to in a momc.nt. And relat('d to lIl<lt there has begun 

~Ich 1:eSs suosEantrn-rgtooti. and--pl:DS.t:-e~ a [a cine: up to t~(r~e8hoiL of LtI;Y~ 

e£ t.R~hl.storic anmeSl.B that has obtained 1.n church history wl.th regard to the 

portrayal of post.j31bheal Judaism, ~abLinle Judaism, ~the podagoBle process 

-of (;"hn s tendom. In thl.s second area af the qaesE191' 3£ the theology of hratd -
Ur~ 

an adequate~crstandl.ng of the theolo~y \ of the J~ll.sh people--let me say that 
1\ 

there 1.5 a companion problem on the JelHsh side, namely, the l.ssue of the Je"ish 

commum.ty developlng an 'adequate JeUl.sh theological under::.tandlng of the place 

of Christianlty and Chrlstl.~nS 1n God's divl.ne plan--whl.ch also needs to be 

examined in terms of the present agenda. 

And thirdly, ift lULHS of areas in whxch there has been substantial 

g,rowth the part of Chr~st~ans and Jews 

c.e ........... ,.. .... d ...... :;J 
to their cocunOll concerns as people and as COQunur.ities~ to the ~l·l.ssues 

Wov"\& c.."" ..... \<4 >\ rf'J1./ 

o! soc~al just1ce ~d intelnat10nal economic development and related problemSt) 
J. .L -n... S \., b" 1,\ ~ IA d' d, h...J;I 

I sheuld lHEe to E"hm t t~at tn iclcnt1fY1ng these problems the (progress has . ) 

been ~ some ar0 more subst.antia le.tlla n in others, and that in a11 cases 

the progress is marked by ""---some a~b~suity in tt!t'ms of the unr~nl.shed agenda 

'Which is still to be faced. 



\'" 

6 

NoVl, let me dC'al l.n rilther suu:uary [ashl.on uith the fl.rst area of 

concern. namely th"t of the llddress on the part of tho.stun leadcrshlp to 
I 

the problem of antl-semltl.Sm ~ the roots of anti-sc.ml.tism in \-lestern cul-
) 

o..-J h.<. 1.1FI .. <.",~V 

ture i [[IRsCof certaln forms of Chrl.s t .lan teac111.ng and trad Hion. I m u ltl 

subrili t that any fau nod ObJcctlVc readl.ng of what has been takl.ng place in 

the ,,,estern Chn.stuln comrnuru.ty with reginJ to this l.ssue would 
I e.·~V 
b-cIOi\e to 

conclude tha t we have passed a ~Jor landmark in this £Ilea of concern, a 

landmalk VhlCh must be located 1n the eXlraordlnary aell-on of VOltlcan Coun-, ~~ ::r.(,..eN,. 
~~,)\'~.;-. ~\ t'ht. S t.J (""'" ., .. 

eil IIr;,r recall the days I Wl' S in l-'.ome as persona 1 guest a-t-the-
(\1 . 

" ·tUfte of Cardlnal Bea and of CClxdinal Sh~hanJ nho Has then chal.rm.:1n or tl.e 

A¥Vl(('(CQ'1. Bishops t Comoll.ssion.1Jf J\IOCllG..1n on Ecumenism and Inter-Religious Affal.rse~ 

-As • Jeu who comes out ofi-:;ther orth:dox background/" h,. •• _1) ,ngLlis. 

and whose family was v1ctuuized on !;7"'~s side by Germa~ Nazi ant,-

--

kt ... ~ 
semitism and on ~r;a.;ents I side by Russian-Polish anti-sem.;.tl.sm, I recall 

standing in Rome in St. Peter's Basill.ca at the time of the l.ntervLntl.On of 

Cardl.nal Bea as he introduced that part~cular declaratl.On, and I found it 

r ~ 
simply incredible. There in the presence of some NOo, parh.a.ps 

C'~I..0 
250ffiather5: 

.;y,,,, -n.{:~1~"'~ fl,,< 1.rM~) \. 

or the Ro{;\an Cathobc ChUr€R.,)thc Roit"an C1thohc Church lu:ei:ally 
~~ 
faced) tho 

~ 

issue of the church's responsibility for the abuse or ~~riptu·l"e and tre NCH 

Testament teaching,; as it is devclorcd in certain 

ll.ivV 
traditions!fc,r the b.1,sic , 
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r themes cf C" 1I,"··o! ...... , ..... Ttl ,..-a."""-~_3l!!H--iEt:i:I~'f!~ :.nd h .ternlly soughl to turn the 

< 
church around in a totally OPPO!>ltc dl.rectJ.on . Dcspl.te a.11 the arrllnglll.tl.es 

of the language that existed 1.n the VatJ.can Coune1.l decl3ratl.on C1;ld -(,op t >D11C 

J~ 
to Noist, --'Inc vclt1CdtI eouncil D<;:cltH::atJon--on IWii"'Chl1:st18R R.el~Bl..()ns·J there 

can be no question that in the pcrspcctl.ve of 1900 years tlll.s \>'as a major; 

revolutl.onary turning POl-Ilt on the part of the Roman Cnurc~ Cl.fKi"~e argument 

'" that we who ",ere involved 10 the Jeuish conunUUl.t 1.n rdaling to the Roman 

Catholl.C hl.crarchy, both her e and abroad, sought 

were skeptical about that process, was that thl.s \las the begl.nm.ng, the £l.rst 

,f C\J"P.~ s~I.f. r·« foe" ...... :..J 

step. in a procco;s" a.:::sf"r am persuaded that the events since that time hav e 

more than amply Justifled the involveMen t of the Je~1l.sh community in that 

cooper.tive process with the Roman Catholic Church, because~ h.~. 

l1apb.ns ... all have more tLme to addre5s h-l:t.tself (0 thl.S questtsR j ,.,.hat emerged 

v. S) 
as a result of VaLl.can Councll II lias the4sh:ps f ~l.dclines l:1l: til:1e B..zted 

~ 

St£t"C"eS on Jc.;ish·Cathohc relatl.OnShiP~"'ll.l.Ch clarlfl.ed Elluch of the ambl.tuous 

~rr.~ lj '" f,r~ { (I'/<.o;I. ('-e~ 

languag~ wh:rt;hCwent on to deal with the basic themes in a very dl.J::ect aH6 

of teachl.ng 
c:..../ . 

that were centered ~IGuhd the mis-

- , 
representation of the Pharise';s~thc ptobl .. m pI' t'Re £ .. ls-e confllcts as thoy 
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l:i:er£ portro) e 1 )0 SO Rll:leh af 1=-·r~-H.--.a-el+ .... t ..... lO" IchrtTOnsM-p-to. Jesus and the 

,."'""., '"' "" of:;',:,,:, ~~'-:; ;;c"::'~";':'2"; 
Chrictia'Ril) as fOlihded Oil tile :tdltlCheL!-$·t-~drl-l:on-e Jucla~srn b~ a 

c.~,..x ~ OJ>.. V 
religion of harsh lcgl\llsmrS-;;;l-~-tlanltY hE"~\lperior reliCl.on of lovc~,\ 

• 
__ 0"....' 1.9>-~'-/ 

n~ ihese qucstl.ons ",ere !eced dnectly Dnd fronlally 1ll the lhshops I 
A 

Cuidchncs on Cathoh.c-Jel1lSh Rc.lallonships, 
""Jv,.~ 
A.l..RIi(j\o;,}' 1.n fact h.:lve become 

the basis of a major progrAm on tbe pal't. of many levels 1n the Roman Catholl.c 
",-r< 

~,:S I~J ( 

community--clergy, teachers, religious education. textboo!<~--oi CLCa:ti-ng it 
~"""u "-~ j:"-u;~,,,::-

whole netJ Chrl.stHln culture \lith regard to the G"tLl.tlldc!/0t18:'d Jel.,'l ~ ;c:J--<L 
It ~ It< 1\ 

~ ~ ~r;:tU\ ""'" 'IV-< C!..-J ~iI . 
tile flC:: peLspe:ctiucs the Viltlcan Council ope&¥L.IJofI, 

let &19 sa) in a companion 'l,ltiY tb&E the act~on of the llorld Council 
I . !Z d of Churches in 1961~ uhich also sought to face .. questl05' represented a 

major contribution to a we er eat fOL~ facing tre issue of ant~~semit l.sm,l.vJh...... 
-tt... f",~ ~\ [..-;1 ONf\-.,J...,< c..-,....v~.~./ 
( !lut per}oe,:9j if-t±tltc will a110.' later ell, I must confess that there is a r a±::hz", 

\ \ I J 

strange l-.ind of out-of"phaseness which we experience in relatiousl1l.p to 

much of the natl.onal Protestant lcaclcrsh,!-p on tins qucstl.on~ ~ecet;158...,)11l1(k 

it 1:1; tFt!e ~~ rior to Vatl.can Council II, pernaps 98% of ~c.'71Sh-Cllll.stl.o.n 
-t....1..-~ \ _ 

dialogue ',as c3seRHttl1y thzt.' oe'tHeen Protestants and Je • .,s: Sl.nce VaLl.Clm , 
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Council II, dl.sloguc has been, Dt lcnsL I.kp ulltil the past t..,o years, s o'I'Ic -

thins hke 85% Roman Cathohc-Jc~ ... i s h. It 1.5 only nou becinn:mg to turn l.nto 

I 
a ne'J cycle of relatioilsll1ps "ith PlotcsLant le,)dershl.P&a.w.:!~e fmd our-

,,~w e"" J "j <J I...-.,~ -- 1"""'-'--0 ~--t,-~.> 
selves .lill.?'E?§!ria"*'!l' nOH cJ,aJOguMttfLth £;Jod frlends in the Southern Bap~l.st 

__ 1o~~vV oj,fo----, 
Convent lon, the Luthcl.an Church~the ~byterl.an Church, (that's a rclatl.vely 

ne,,, phenomenon ioit recenc dtHiodes-. 

~ ~ -Ck~,,--- 1 

1 tll1;f'..I~,ln terms of th~nresolved aspect 

of ~agendo.. u1liAetit "attl11:eO d.,ell coo long on tnl.S pohrt" there is 

reason for very serious concern in the Jelnsh communl.ty as to the depth of 

the conunl.tmcnt of national Proteslant leadcrsl.lp to ~y implementing the 

insights which have emerged out of cOnlc[i,pOrary scholarshl.p \11th regard to 

the problems of Chn.stlan teachlong about anti-semiti1>SR>"-;i)i>e<= .. se-f!s of this 

moment, with tb(. exception of the Southern Baptist Convent loon ,..h}Cb Td,se s 
) 

e qUc.stlons In terms of the way In vI lC ,-

tion 
{w-,,~ 

on--t'he- na tIonal--i-eve 1 has a single 

CJ~~~~~~::~::~:;:;~ ~J~~ coptjn!!26 toe \;e a situatioll :t.n--H'~ not a singleCprotE'stant denoml.na-

~-.:-:~ person tlorl~ing n tlte p£fHH:..e.rq Of 

:y there 

_~;I 
J~~ish-Chr~stian relationshi~ NoL a single nahonal ProtesLant dcnomlnation,--

eCUDlcnlcaUy or denulitlh?honal. has a person 

ff; .p'f dcal~ "'loth th: ~ '1 '-dE ·~rooting. the sources of anti-semitlsm In 

, 



.ProtcstDnt culturc or to deal \d.th 

---- .) relationslnps that n.we e;ncrged-theolovc:..~ly alit! ltxstCTl p 'n.}' bet'lccn 

_.;-, ~. b,.l/v"u t c....:.t- -
..J ~ LNv\ h I v-v-.. ...J--c-,r.,v.;h .-~ 

Christians and Je'lS. 

~r;:e reason I bcglll tIns presentation LA tc t",~f-thc present C'-"<2. -0.<-<. 
r--------------------------- ~r 

._--

agenda of JeulSh~Chn.st1.an rel.::tl.onships tOda~los that there is a 
:---..:::.L.<......-t.. , ... 

tendency -...;;:..; 

on the part of some to feel that there 1.S a peculiar k1.nd of Jeuish par<lnoia 

with regard to anti-semitl.snc;flWl sOUl_he 1 lC'1isb ldeilEit:j tequllcs aati 

B}'aet-~~up";~TYY~\I~~~c"l~taal1kk~5-'.bb~o~u~t~g-'e~n~o~c~,dd~e~a~n~~a!111-o0r-~~-'~"-Q!-!tbhi;nn&--

rep' .. ~~~n"-~-oeecc.a~u~s~e"trn~rsS-I~ss~t}h".~dl:y~n~a;m~~~c~s~o~r~t~h~''-ggrroo~u~p~~riiteev'rrnIigg~a~'H_~.~.s~ee-99ff----

say tl:lat I \-lish there \-'ere such a fantasy life of the J~llsh community. We 

coulrl deal vith it seriously. Tragically, cdS wahl ~o 

Y Chid bt!liAVl.oi 6£ Jeus l.11 teS~jOI1Se 

to a nhol£: variety of iS51JCS) Jews are deeply preoccupled ';oath the, problems , 

of anti-semitis~i~P.~_-a?_'~I~,~)'~t~l~ld~to-~lAP'.-6.~.~~*.~'~7a~l~.B-ee~<~e~"~I~"~Cl~io~.~'lnl-tt~o~e~lini~ibs~c~itJan[(ss---­

(because we find curselves co~r0t!.tl.ng a "'hole nell consteU<ltl.On of anti-SCmltlS'll 

internationally, with sp:ili-over nation:!!!:,', 
t';i,j 

uhl.ch ~ h.:15 our CO'il-

c;~~:oz munity considerably o' these days nod \leeks and Ulonlt)S(t) <'tlid Etab. f.. Jcmb 
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it 
(1m) LC dtfftcol-t: to "Achn'· aR'i', 1 eea .. .,c ~li ..;!y see Ju.j's as pdl C of a \:'tfn 

esta" ], shmentnYOl! 1-no" so preoccupied \11th 

anti-seml.tl.SN or a feu uttcr;mccs from a St..o'kc'y 

the siLuau.on, til l l: b ag2if'1t=" .... H elY r:o ~ rlC!lScd tOli liS 1:ti wllLCh~ Je'i1l.sh 

community has become the obJect or manipulation by the Sovl.et Unl.on,.--i:n--wtrrcl 

w-f,,,, -}y (,c,tJ-v-tlLc..V O'k" CAf~ I ~""-C.' h.~. 
,£. USl.ng antl.-semitism. ~l theological anti-seml.ll.Sm, &AG J:he great 

en.{~ --'5J A • /I. 
pa.radO~&OVelIurent cOlllml.ltec1 to uprooting rell.giour. teachl.ng in the hfe 

r.. L~~,~.;b:J; . of 1J,~ 
of its (Tom socl.ety, cl<1sSl.cal Russian Orthodox anli - Seml.tl.s{as a \Jay c:f-

demooV rote its fn8P Qehip and ds allulice w1th tin:: Ara .... s, ane H cypiolhng 

todq' the elassie h~f'18 sf I:cucltlllgs abUliC the Je\7S that were Chal.acleifsl-it.c 

of the czars a t their worst...nerjod of time . And those ta8f;'CS pbgb tho 

Soviet Union 

in the Ukraine, with a professor \'1riting 

persons fp"O]''Iid iR lu'emoLine the nCdb CU 

off1cial inst1tute on ant1-semitlsm 

cf 41\ q..: h· f<~<JrJI, (k.a3 

encyclopcd1a articles about ~t,~­
A 

, ;n~ I .lant Lo toile at;ouc the. 
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le-g·k-t=-i:Ud Cj 01 parts or the J\r;)b caus~ "to ~:!l~r-I {ec' 2. stro'1.g CO,t1!Dllt-"ut 

---rh-u<- is /?!.. evlut/1 MC",! r t-L..IJ fl.""';' If, .... (1/1' 

jJ:l telF~9 o:f legltlmatc [orru~ 0: Pcllcstil"u.an natl.onahs,0ut l.t is totally 

111egitlmalc for Arabs to use antl.~seml.tur.t as part of thel.r struggle against 

fl,.{s/ 
And t-n'"".( nallon is being slJampcd, both 1n 

overt and covert ways, 'nth forms of anti-semitl.sm, l.ncluding the rcvlval 

'vc/S .-,-".y "-'A,X d'''7 ?",-. ((..( IS 1'v." 
of the dtual blood rivals 1n Islamic f:Q:mr;inch 19 'hCWJ, bluegilL aiJOttt 

P"'''J''''~'' «efT"", ,p 14.. fJ."u .~~ -fv.~,,. .s'7~(.J<.'Uff i. -Mx 19 3o
., 

And so the phenomenon of anti-semitisr. today. 
u:<""Y 

as ~xpericncl.ng 

it in lts politlcal and 50c1010gic81 forms, with a ,ontlnucd appropriatlon of 

theoiosical nurturing of antl-sernit:ism by a varIety of source')O\akes this 

c-v-L ~ 
question a basl.c .q1deflHe .. hI t;.eXI5S of the dialogue benlcen Chn.stl.ans anti 

Jc,<1S are concerned as they look to 
l.~ V1d.</rW"c1 {Ilj C +- 11"e ,fe1hJ.l/II·U...(. 

CuJ 11<.) h b,y 
Chrlstl.an colleagl.e~ 
~ A _ 
',." f'vrl-<'<~ ._~1 "'"' "-I'(""ffl~ 

~-'7c( - J 
3xdc: to the problem. J:,et &Ie £1!8scst that- 'no( some responsts5'D tho Gl=l£letian 

J.. ~ 
" 

C ~e problem "ill become much t-lorse, rather th~n better, as thl.s nation con­

~ .. ( -fw .... ,i/y 
tinues to go thrOlt&h its present l'O"O'Ut!.SFl9!'Y upheavalA' We are nOH ,in an 

extremely ambl.guous situation in ,"lhich the potential1ty of the resurrcctl.on 

of Dnti~se[llltism in demonlc forms is here \"lith us., bQc?1!sc i Ii .lit! VIlE II m, 

-, 
the cris is of ...... V~etna!ll .and C(lmbodia. Je\1S on the onc h.md are 
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being sinnlcd outll.by the r~l(hccll rl&h~ be(,dllsc 00 many JC!Plsh kid~ arc 

involved 1.n the Ncu Left on the C.u!lllH1SeS, and in protest movemcnts o ilfld nell 

--the radl.cal rlght is exploitl.ng in tillS country a theme of the Je·ll.sh~ 

Communist-}iarXl.st-Zl.OnlSt conspuilcy to de.stlOY drn AmerJ.ca, and therefore 

r<,,~t" 1..""'·"1 /'7 -ir1'"S 51 
the elders of .. ~ Jewish kl.(ts e«")' ~fcool l.t • .a.wa. -r;;e parents nou il.nd 

l.t increasingly di£fl.cult to W2n; S:9 speak out on Vl.f'tnam and Cambod.La, and 

then because they are silent, the NC\1 Left is nau hittl.Tlg the Jewish estab­

lishment for coppl.ng 

do and damnE"d if they 

Co t\ tv..£. ,.....,,0-( 1"$51..1 (/ of rfv..< (..<.'4.'-; 

out) ~Jepl:5A J:'e8S(lRS J And so Jews are be d"HHncd if they 

7h('<u ,} •• ,,-t..1 
don'te 2.tro t;;ll of this, the themes of anti-semitis'X 

are being inCOrpOl"c:ted as W:1ys of s'1.gnah.ng messages to the Jevljsh com.llunity 

about its continued marginality J.Q...rc1aHons~·ll' to the mainstream of Americ~n 

society. 

I move from that area of concern ",hich is eXl.stentl.al and deeply 

signllicant for the Jewish self-conscl.ousness today, because some. of the 

other concerns "'hich one ,~ould prefer to talk about oftlmes -are consl.dered 

luxuries in the face of some of the har4 reality problems of survlval and ~ 

the sense of the secun.ty of the Je:-tish people here and abroad. But nevcr-

'""' ,the less I think the question ~? the new contc>.t in wInch .Jells and Christians 

.• , 
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rcl ... tc to coler. othel musL be [(\ced :L:1 t! l lT' S of ,~hdl I take to be 1.;15. a 

(\o."",~l11~<" «~ld· C. eo \/ <r..t'", t.'1. C(... .... , s\, ........ e~ Jt.(&C'I.,.IS"~ ",,,,,,b -h...: T(-··"JL.. (..c.,. (c. . 
~ 

su\)slantially healthy develop.neut in our ettcounter," amr-thdt 15 LltaeJt l5 
/ 

• incl."easingly clear that ~ for lntcrnal Con.stl.an theological rCll$On S, 

as the c1ll1rC'hcs go lhrou.;h thelr Dun process of ranGla! and reform, and fl.nd 

.;,r 
~ x:t cssentl.sl Lo rcconceptualize the classic tradl.tional cat-agol."ies Hithin 

winch CrrHtl.ans. have done thcology, and Bloe seeking to recover the early 

~ ~~;., 

- -

foundatlons 1.n WhlCh the church constructed her belng, her exlstence,'are 
f.. 

inevitably rought back to face the reality or the i?lbhcal and Ht..bral.c 

modes sPtl.c origl.ns or the church, and of the blblical-theologl.cal categories • 

..,... 
Attd.kn the process of dOlong that, many Christi.an theologians and church 

historians tire becoming illJare of the vl.tall.ty and the contl.nued reality of 

WlaVl'l 

the JC\olish people as a ll.ving wl.tn~ss to tl>at tradl.tion \1hl.ch 

beginning to 

~ .. \ r"l" 
studies 

recover as their o~m. 
1.s ~e..,' II (" P r '1 Co. -.< r 

And I think it 
p ""-~ j:,.J 

is quite clear as one 

(or any of the church hl.storians 'Hho have been 

writing about the early centuries, that this is a relatively nco;.l development .. 

b<:CRtlscln much I) Christian theological .. wrl.ting and church historl.cal Dl;)te.rl..ll, 

.-.:-
Judaism ceased to exist "lth the. destluction of the Qemple oC .Jerusalem 1n 

-, 
the first century. And cvc.ryth"ing that has existed Slnce that tim~ in t~ 

-rig, post-blbh.cnl and rabbinic Jud.u<;m has been a rather anomalous kind of 
\_ "1\., TI' .... cL.t"'J .. E C ..... +(""'sit; J ... )l.rJ' a. ..... , l ... ".~ (\\.i"t«. 1A 4\"tt.'t"V.l v>wH ....... )b ... 1 

., ... 'j!4~! l~ ... a(~. ~"t- 111.<\'\) ... ,,,, (L,~L,"C.l.. c:.. .... J S~"'<\1-'01w( ,fl.Al{t,(~ a.",J e1,.. .. f-t-l C ... 1'J r ... .,/IAd r,Y'V~ 

I ~ 
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thlng ,,,hich son\ehOvl you olrc not able to ma"~ sense out of. Indeed, Toynbce 

II '1 

said something qUl.tc real "hen he spoke or the Syr1.3C fossd of Judaism. 

I'h " UI-,. 
He was Sl)eakl.ng of scntlment "hleh \1a S ylidespread in mali) ter:wG of ChrisLl.an 

thought as "C hall e pHeeL Ed lOt ae least. 
• 

1~ has become 1ncrcflS 1Dro Jy c1 ear lha t. ~ere h.as now begun to develop, 

84(- c{;/ 
in-terlft9-&f{a commilment to truth, effort to understand the 

-----~ 
reall.tl.es of ?IlI eReett~ .. 1;9r ul-l:h h.ving Juual.sm today, virtually a new disc. ~ 

ph.ne of thought, both 1n the ROlI'an Catholic and the Protestant corom\lniries) 

with regard to 
~( I", \J \ (I"h /A.1j,..) 

develop' ngarnol.e adequate theology of Israel as a 11.Vlng, 

qw.esl:ica which Llakcs some impreSSiop in :ei:"Iit$ of 11011, the queSClou af an 

',"d e1 e laud ILlg of tha. 

Ivh,ct... ~Ii~-I 
Israel a.fKi fue permanent validl.ty or Jud~l.S--: heoloEY of 

~ of n.,..< 1) £t....J... ~~.r cc" ... 11' ... /.... Y 

and the co-c'dstencc be~laQR ~h~two 
1>( ~o",.\('}, 1\~~\J""'td .'" -h-~ 

11 (" JI~1 .7h\ 
by Dr HODUe Helvlg5'ri!j'Qs 9'A Glllristiofl £!"'~olot:oY .lull the cOvcilanL--e-f !sun. L, 

covenanU: (is t~ be fouT'ld in an ess .1Y 
3o .... v ... ......t .. -t 1:::~_' .... ~1'<- .......( Stu~\I'€.-oL_ 
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unCI ~hc maker; tho pej .. C wlIi"ctr-I .;:;hool<J-l--~o reAS b;pcfly 'n thl:6 fen 

IIChrlstianlty has been confronted with a loglca 1. dllemmCl 1.n terms of seeing 

Chrl.stianily 2S sl1perccdl.ng JUd"UUl and the fact that the Jcm. Here bhucI 

V.Jl"li<'s "( ,~<..\,,-.H JI t"'~ ).&''''J) 

to the reve.latl.on of Jesl1z .:lS the Christ, It ~ slw g026 oP--to say( that the 

"Chrl.Sll.an po::ation on the bhndness of the JCHS rests rather heavily all the 

aSSl1mption that rc.velatl.on 15 a past e-.. ent and consists of w11at God told us. 

Bcing Just and merciful, God l10uld guarantee an adequate relaying of the 

trulh and suff1.cicnt supporllng evidence that make it convinclng to all. 

with 
Irnplicl.t in it 1.5 8 deCl.nitlon of the trut:hl .. ,hl.Ch rcvelatl.On is concerned as 

6l..Inply vei'ba 1 con.ceptulll, morc specif He. i ly) proposi tl.ona 1. The process' of 

revelatIon is seen as communication of fully shaped and l.mnutable concepts in 

a mechanical and paraeyperiential modeL Today we are at an impor.tan t r.10l'N.'nt 

--
of truth and opportunity. Not only docs thl.s understandl.ng of revelat~on 

render the truth claims of the Jewish and Chn.stum cO'TUTunitl.cs ult~mately 

i1.reconcilable. The Christian theolo?~alls themselves have found that they 

can no longer work With thl.S mouel in attempting to anst7er contc~pordry 

questions about Christian life. Christian theology can no longer rCnl<lin 

inlet"nally coherent "1n a '"' tw:>-s~ry urtLVcrse in llhich grace l.S scparCltc frol'!. 

nature in the sense that it operates outside of the sphc'I'c or hUf'la:l. cxpen.cnce. 
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l1c are bel-ns cO!ll.pcllcc1 to rely on our cxpcrl.cnce and ObSf;:rvdtl.On!; of the 

hislOrl.cal siluatlon for the inlcrpn~tf.ltion of Godls l.ntervention 1.n hl.story. 

He simp!) cannot anS-iCC the ~ucslions of contemporary Chrlstians in terms 

of an undcrstandwg of revclatl.on as l.nstanlaneous transfer of fully con-

ceptuah.zed knOtY'lcdge from the rcalro of non-experiential supernatural to the 

experiential nalur.IL Roger Shlnn J of Union Theologl.cal Seuu.nary, has said 

in a felicitous ulterance that reve]atl.On is that event ,,'hl.eh alters the 

capacity for perception. tole may be approach.ng tl-e point of cll.alosue at 

which Jeill.Sh and Chrl.stl.an thl.nkexs l::Gltmmt c<:n attempt to express to each 

t'ther on behalf of theu respective tradLt~ons the meaning of those events 

which have altered their capacity for perception. Such truth-cla~s need 

by no means be mutually exclus1ve. They are far more likely to be compl~-

mentary, and dependent upon each other for fuller comprehension." 

.J/ 
And Dr. H,l1/ig 

~1·\'2 
goes on to btt~ a theology 

Co "" t1c..f."I.e ...... +.:. t. o'l ~!s 
of the -CQ 81 istoRee of 

yr. 1~<.\1""5 
Judaism and Christianity by build long on Romans 9-11 .hi tilde-h uit:~"l?t ely 

• 
H"I,"/" 

comes to a conclusloon which Ychllda. Me'?'i forecast in the twelfth 
·\0. ...... '.'1'''-- , 

centur)" ..ctrn1: 

\-t is quite conceivable despite our human perversity tholt God in his ovm plan 

eSLnblished one covenant ui'Ul"'1z~nl branches, and that Jud<llosm, Christianity 

Dnd Isl.om olre branches grafted on to the COtrJnon trunk, rooted in tne one 

,. 



1S 

covenant • .awd t.~ -r;:c morc apprc>pd ale rolc for thcra as sons and dClughl ct's 

of the common covenant is Lo be complementary and SUpplCltle,ltary to each olher J 

ra Lhcr than c"\clusivi S lie and polemica 1 in their t:ela t 1011'ihl.ps \01 i th one 

another. 

be' me b .. eEly "'":,' tho ohsC>"'''li'R <It", j§,ca ... Of' tJ5~.ml.Ca1 
hl.story \lhlCh dates back 

~ ~ ..... V"'...t~ 

synagogue bloke \11th one 
~ 

to the f) T'S t four centuries of our cnCOuilter) \1hen the 

r ",\{ <-"'V 
another at~Pdtterns that have determined our 

} 

hiotory, (I"Hd' O\tr rate and cl esL lny across the millpnl.<yy tAa" 1o'A p6l L ~e 
<.... o\-- ~stt.~ I"'uh-.~ u.."'o.- ..... -slP. ...... J· ... V 

rccos,nizes the magnitude of the problemras one surveys the way l.n , ... hieh 
"-

~ ~:oZ 
church histOlY ce-.-.hHtles, a~ Jeuish history', 00 ntl.nue 1 to support th:J 5 

~ '" 
h(s-I""'"":.~~.J AHf-~ 

of misunderstand~ng each other€> ~/t:uc .. as '"e tell! en O.le level of 

-----

b COUlmon bonds of understandl.ng and t eological cO""--CXi-stence)~~ one. 

looks into much of church 

U\ '" ~ ,\.0.4 ~ '" 

historical l1r~tjng and Jeuish hl.stol.l.cal wr~ting, 

....J.~ 
we are contl.nuing to develop bl0 dl.ffercnt uniVerses of discourse among OUL 

-. 
young peopl~ ~ ~o l.llustrate the point very briefly, if one reads, for 

"~ r _ \...t-.,.,t ' 
example, rather Philip Hughes 1 account of the crusades in his ,lstory of ---.; 

~
• II ,,J::"~~ OJ,j\., ~ ~~ ~ 

II 1l..--t. ....... ~I"" (b ~ 
the Catholic Church, and then compales ¥ that the vlrihug of t:ar selt liCl tJ,OitS. 

~~J ~ ~<!.., o...--S J...Q" 6-....... --, .:i .:.. 

itJ~S ~univcrses are ;ei'lS 

p ~""" 0..,. r-o.M¥~ 
[Is~lw-ehd 8rdzelt€???] J 

/l-'fM.J:;.. 
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each or lJllie" ~elmt; of the \lay l.r. \1hl.ch they COl"li'l\UnLc~tc aboul each otlH::'r";---. 

ar.e.-destxued to ma1(c Chll.stl.ans alld JewS hol tI.u}el;·Bt~Ra eash gl;1=lcr.-t.o cop-

Father Hughes c};j~<C-U 

;fP the cl.u~adcs as a holy, noble venture to redeem the Holy Land and the 

Holy Cl.ty of Jerusalem from t.he hancls of the infidels& ~ ~he JCHS are not 

mentioned once 1n his account of the crusades. But if you read -&M-o£ the 

j ...... )«1... t<4~ 
)1' heglDS 1" thGn account or 

Jewish lICCOl'nts of that period, 

h, <t \,.. \ "I '::Y 
the crusades Here an unmitigated pogro~ Cl"tld­

~he end of the first crusades all rQ. the hOil 

we are going to correctlve insights of bofh ~ our tradltLons, I'm afraid 

0\ IMU"'~ "",.sr<f"f\'~ ~ 1M"4~~ <"I--~'"))-. 
continue to perpetuate. the problem,(" Aft&-~;:....s.aG\ the problem CYLsts on the 

'. 
Jewish side 3S «toh as it does on the Christian side. O .• e :;;-eeEls, ~r example, 

<'-"<­
JelY'ish hislorlc accounts of the French Revolution and the Enlighten."Uent &ld-

~ I.nvv.""""' ""-./ 

j com pll'es tt~with cc::thollC histories of the same perio~one- h*!~ins '0 tlp c'c r -

stand the blfo e ave an , j 1.n whl.ch we W1. con ~ 0.: 0 

C"tnl.spercel.ve eUc1rothcr. much of lhc Je.l.sh accoun~of the French 
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Rcvohltion, it is hal.lcd as the salvatlon of the JE::;!sr.\~dec!d-=It: las, 
, UI 

Cvc-l,;,-<. .--. 
'bee;:\ULc--it-we:s- ~he French Revolutlon t1tat cnnblcd thE" Je\1S to cpt< r intO ) 

eivl.c equably for the fl.rst tln'c in virtually 1700 years l.n the ChrutiAl\ 

The Jewish hl.Story books never 

Illcntion the fael that he French Revolution "las a pogrom against the Roman 

Cathob.c Church, and that nvmy of the orders of the sisters and the prl.ests 

11ho ale here in this country are here ntxxhxs as dl.splaced persons of the 

< 
French Revolution. The convents uere destroyed, monasteL"l.es were uprooted, 

most of the major universitl.es under Catholic auspices wpre elimlnatecl by 

1"-<- ~ 1·')U... ~; c:L...-cL, 
the Fre~h Revolutl.on in thet'" process of"dl.seSlclbll.shmen t

A 
Is.nd-ko many 

CL 

European Christians, "ho have tips kind of SUClrded £eehng about the ultimate 

{1.;.-<4.,~ f ~.J , 
aE~slaCer,;alue of the Revolution and the Enl~ghtenroent, they speak a language 

which many Jews do not begin to comprehend. 
aNUy 

And so here is an ~ of 

unfinished business on the Jev1l.sh-Chl istlan agenda .... ·hich 15 worth)' of furtre r 

cxploratl.on. 

}\Llf"'';;'''~ 
T~':6 a uhole 3I'i?a 61 sOcl.al justice unl.ch I'clll:iie to 

~ f:::it:::~:::,:ri.r4:;h::::;:'nts that arc le[: t. PO t. 

'"' cO'ncentra t e on--the-tu:.es-ent=-moro{!tlt 1" .. he: Jwzsl. ehri:s-t-~"ctl-d-ra-lo~i-n---terms A r- " 

ot'Ll\Q IssU..9S lihi.e h nrc, at-tefl~L--f"l'1Jrn-Q-J~'Wi-sh-point-or "lew, (u·,d.-,mi:!nt.11 
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£ot -9l\y-ull.del~dJ.l1g of our l)l C.SC. .l t l.clatl.onsinp a,lU of the future pessl: 

Cf\ 
b~1~1~trlrlc~s~oo£f-~~1~le~'"*,ff.&J~d~'~'~'bb"Ooff-8~d~'~.~.~<~&anter. In a certain sense the kind of 

) 

fo-" y 
t~.~'~.~w~t~b~'~.~I~Io~a~'~'~CTr~J~.~d-rc~~ro"~d~dt,~.~sss-IDm~Y&~~!1f~~gc~±h~s far are really ve~y con-

venLional \o,a)'s or approac1ung the Je~-dsh-Chrl.stl.all dialogue. TRese a1'B alRest 

s!t~.~n~d~a=r~,]:':z:c~d==!~e~l"'l!hc!l.~=>"" ... "e,s. They exist v1ithout almost any reference to time. 

~~ cal~uc Uke Jml.shcChrisCian rel'lionsh.~er t~e pasl ;900 

(,:,"11/ 
one wH-Yhave to face all f!{;t these questions as the cer.traljpercn-years 81fd 

I 

nial questions of the dlalogue--antl.-semitism, the theology of the people of 

God. of the people of Israel~~lOgy of Chrisl,aniCyccas "ell as the problem 

i-.sh",-c.,/ 
of hiet:ez x:c portrayals of both of our respective ~experiellces. 

But there is a 

~ ll,.tvc(IIt"J 

new turn in .... ~ 
C ............. ··] 

our relationship uhieh has been trans-

forming, and Athe Jeuish~ understanchng of itself, of its vocation, of its 

selfhoode? ~Jt is virtually impossible, it seems to me, in terms of any 

;.' f reality-oriented dialogue, for Christi<lns and Je\~s to talk \~ith each 

other unless they face the centrality of that nc\~ Jewish self-consclollsness 

in the Jewish cOmJ\unity. That has vel."y ;tuch to do lath the experience th~ 

\/U",,,-
JC\'lS have undergone literally throughout the l10rld since the J.\e'I'r 1967 W<lr .t.,)., 

-1t.. )M-"\tl/t ~~ .~ ~ ""..... "," 
Now, here, too, it is qUl.tc! pOSS1.blc to deal with the tr<'lnsiOrmaliM a .. o ~l a 

I 
Jewish understanding or ..J.ew.Ie.etl pcoplchood. ond tol.e Jc.izsl, OudCIsl_ttel;pC of 
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-onT ro] 01 ;oDSh , of OUI fatch bnd CUI." self-con!:ocl.ousn~ss as a people, a 

iw~ 
traDs·pahopa' people, and ~ShiP to the land and the StaLe of 

~ 

Israel, ono ;SA: deal nit .. ! l:ds '1,,98\:£:00 also ;0 quite conventl.onal liays. 

And I darcsay that the oven.helming maJority of the dl.alOgU~Jbctlleen 

Je'Y'$ and Chrl.Stians in ,,~hich the issue of Israel has emerged, and \.,hatever 

understandl.ngs or misunderstandings have developed bcuvccn Christl.ans and 

Jews around the Hiddle East crisis, 'fte . 88~ maJe~i:C;') af the dialo~ has 

taken place on the basis of these conventional 

-"fhere is gl'cat vah.dity to that, and I thl.nk every Jeln.sh-Chrl.stian dialogue 

... ...,l~ 
if it 1.5 to ~oneSl tg tfle understand long of both partners ~hat dialoguc/ 

-must go through that process. That u to ltay th at I t:h!:ltk.i.t 1.5 essential 

that aa.,..~the Jew1sh,el:tl~ sf dOH a8 it partner of the dialogue~com-

municate to the Chr1.st1.sn community ~ what Jews reenacted almost traumatically 

~\1 . 
in their response to the threat a.:o the annihilat1.on of Israel l.n 1'lay and June 

,JIf 1967. Z awareness of the l.mportance of Israel in teres of lots his-

corical, religious, l1.turgical dimensions of the Jews. Tell and there 

I\fC m2f1) lce; ish scitelsl!B HI t~h 1'000', and rahbi 5 nbo could do as ealnly BR 

o.{fcct1v[! Job as that widespread in scii-undct-

s.taAdlng 00'" co"'4 'C8ca~ h1.storic relaLlonshlp of the Jewish people Lo 

, 



the l11nd or Israel 11 tcrally across 3000 years \ From lhe bC&J.nnl.n~ of the 

promise given to Abl"aham clo'i-m Lllrough every ce11tury tlJC fa ~b lLal there have 
_ p.-u.&n<. 

J f.~ 
been periefls o[ Jc\nsh seltlclncnt/l.{hether there "'35 a JCl-71sh state;"" a 

~ 

Jeuish comrnonuealth)~' a Jei-lish soverelgnty. or ,.;hether the Jc..rs llved }.ml1!l:x 

in the D1SperS1.on~ tht're uere aluays Je\.;ish cOnIDlunit1.es present 1.n the Holy 

Land) always cOffijT1unltics 'lh1.ch sought to retaln a commitment and loyalty 

to the promise g1.ven to the forefathl?rs, as vTell as to retal.n a commum.ty that 

would point tOHard the futul.E' proinise. ~ well nk.l~Ave-.:y sub-

Jewl.sh consciousness~ Israel 

the Origifof the Jeuish people as a his-

:~~. ~ ,?",f,"~' . i', •• , •• ~<. 
toric community, . as meant religlous~ to the Jeus. Gne eel:lla 

(;JU'J~ . -~ .v.'h-.. ~ 
te the fact: that a4"Prayer book~~ gAg \10 .. 11 ope? "p vo"Jd fJnrl lcferences 

to the restorallon of Jerusalem J[ to her former glory€) ~ l1he daily prayer 

services. 

({T~'=~) 
the ~abbath prayer services. the pl.lgrlm festlvals of Passover ~rr~ 

Sh."Vu..if,. (f •• J.< c< ,'I-) _I 

SLc' [:l.] at:;ly incompl'ehensible ~.;itho,J.t reference t:o the Succottf and ---
centrallty of 

~/ 
Israel ~ the JeHlsh self-understandl.ng n=-ter'~ of the pas t J 

the preSC1!t, .lnd the futurE" ;ri,"""i:n j.-se. And ycc, as one hoejp~ '"0 thin~bout , 

communication, or 'wildl I~rael has lIle~nt to the JCvH1>h peoplel 



lll.storic.nlly, theologl.cal1y, rcll.Sl.cusly, l1.turgically, one beco"i'lcs m"aT;'e 

of the dl.ffl.culLY that JC .... ,~ ,lloe bU1.1dinC into then com.1lUIl;icCltl.onli to 

5"'-'.lY··!.f/ 
ChristlOnj because the effect of that ~~!: int~rprctation 1.5 to ~..('"all 

right, that's a Jc.\o1l.sh h~ng-lIp, That is your Je~lish thing and your Jeul.Sh 

problem, and as a maLter of ccurnenl.cal friendshl.p, 'Ie u111 seck to under-

stand that thl.s 1S your dl.fflculty. And one, in fact, sees th1.3 in the 

... S~~ 
is aft almost 

."1-
~ extraordlnaFY 

latest V'l tl.can tlQd .. ~ declaratl.On on the JCHish people. There 

-s.,""') tw.. h f'w..J ('_t", 
fn.endshlp(l.n that dOCUD\Cnt.~el·e 1.5 almost 

" 
an unintended 

l1C really don't co-uprehe1'\d , 

religious community and its n.latunship to 

s;,..r'v 
must<:respect the 

" 
fact that there is a bond bea~een 

which is to say that ''''c III shelve that for 

COines and works that out for everybody. 

least tuo profound theological, intellectual, splritual issues that Jeus are 

strugghng with in theil.· understandl.ng of t}-le relat}onship of theu bel.ng 

adherents to the universal faLth of Judaism, t!1) till! PLOpuetiC Uillvccsal· 67' .. 

tic,1 n...,,,. fH<l.) 

••• "d-l:";oo ...... ' .l;1·"'"'-l:r ... 'bb"'b ... ,"n ... ' .<cc....J1CJ·'wd""cji ... s"m .... _"'-""'pwdl., ,-I!.tt"s'-'r"'e .. l"' ... t~5j;Q"n"s"h,.qr; tot hat pa r t l.C U ! a r 1 iI n d • 

---rr.~ , 
alit! Lila!: pucllct:lla'£' 1"0' e ·'hie;, Dre not Just Jcwisr questions, 
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q!lCS! .ons DC! lJIS! Or ffiem.2nt to .1 i2! JCi·ti-s+r--... _lf thttJetst:andTt~ but. w.l+-):~.h ~ 

I~)Q"ld ,uh,n t b O'" qone po Lcn,lc.<itH'J;%: deepest >ntelleetu.l and spHHual 

importance to Chrl.stl.ans as He!loafTd--t:.fl~fore T 1:!Q111d ],Jec to maI:e the 

casenand I'n -l'e3 11) de:tt1b1!l~elf a dissEL"ICe because I have spent iil9re 

time on lM!-"U"t;het=---£6pec"s of the q"eshon than T Should have rpscrvcd f...Ql:. 

thu ri ma· but sl.mply to estdb11$b the 'l't:!eeholt Wh1Clt perhaps we: can geb 

tnt.o at gre<Jter ] ergth 8:t:l:k'liLD 001 dl.SCLlsSl.on--1 Hbuld SUi:ollll t lliat the thug 

fA; """,+-/ ';'"d -!-he. 'VI, a., ''':J rf 
~6eus are struggh.ng Hith as they are trying to mahe SClt"C ooL of "hat 

the restoration of the state of Israel, and ~the 

L;"., 
-'1 universal traditl.on t~ ref.~ great 

~v.1'>..,eL.,1 1l.... .. :.J 
~ to a holy land; &ftd. holy places/and holy cil>.s iS~ t.l><><; ~r. engaged 

in the deepest kind of struggle to try to retrieve some vall.d ity for ttle 

meaning of re11g1ous symbol1sm in the consciousness of re11g10us man today--

... ~. 
of the homo re11g10so~le 11ve at a t1me ~which contemporary h~storians 

ct1't~!'e hisl:6£3::8'R6 (t"ell us~ age of a hIghly 
---, 

rat~onal mecncan1cal I ~ _ 

, 
I 

culture. We live at 8 time in which the control of nature has been dom1nated . 
S "'-co'" kl f; ~) 

b ,("8tional thinkin~ ~s Cyril Richardson has 'Written in Ernest Johnson's 

~() S /(" -
boot. on rrligl.ous ymbollsm. ~ we ale like~y to thlnk or syolholl.s"'l as 
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beln!; somcLlll.ng essentlal1), unnccec;sary. ,,'e dc~l 1n hC:l.l.d (act~ "h.Lch do 

not lend themselves to the sY!1\boh.c. He thl.nl~ of a symbol as standlng for 

Bomcth :Ln& else, ancl tiC im3gine tlml as soon as we grasp that SOIT'CLillnc else, 

the symbol has served its turn Clnd 15 no longer of use. It is the something 

else to \1hl.ch the symbol pOlnLs that is the rcah.ty, ~nd hence l1e no longer 

need the symbol, once we have passed bcyontl l.t to the truth that l.t tells. 

That is l-lhy as a culture we have so few symbols. That)'5 \lhy, incidentally, 

in Amen.cB today we find people trYl.ng to develop a cl.vl.1 reh.gl.on wlth clvil:: 

religl.ous symbols because the claSSiC,hl.SlOriLal) tradltlonal symbol system 

.f-cd,. n.-r:;V 
has collapsed 1.n thl.s rational, ~ultLre. So Ye i~gine that our con-

trol of nature brl.ngs us l.nto duect contact m.th rcahty whLch we can mani-

pulate to our Dun ends and "hl.Ch needs no sYl,\bolic expression. 

And yet the irony of this moment in UhlCh r atl.onal man flnds symbols 

.~ fI,...,'* ~ 
to be a kl.nd of buffer against

f 
reahty and therefore U!;eICSS~ce at 

a time in WhlCh psychotherapy and psychoanalysis have had ~atest 
PS'1'''c:/ {'rwJ< ~ 

dominance Sit ORe of tfie u si!!ul==a: t& sC<therapy ~Odern "'estern manls~rsult 
• 1\ 

of wholeness and spiritual health. Psychotherapy deals Ln nothing else than 

the symbol hfe of , the huma;be~g, and the "hole lnterr:.al self-understandl.ng 
'-

and sclf-consciou~n~ss of man is mcdlated entirely throu~h the s~nbol sy~tcm. 
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'J.he ,,,hole dre<lm of hfc of man ~.w: 
~ 

1.5 th~ symbol It.al arLl.culaLcs the 

• decrcst unconscious auarcne~scs of man. And yeL, in th~ publl.c reh.gl.ous 

life I st!llllnt that part e~ the crisis of fal th that eXl.sls today ),5 cru· 

clally local~d in the questl.on of the collapse of bell.ef 1n rellgious 

5~ 
symbol systems ~ I ho.ve heen re~dlng a o9sd hrt of the hteralurc about the 

current debate over the euchan.st and cOffil"'lunion, lind I have been s .. :rucl< by 

../;, ~ .r"~J,d" . ./ 
rather interestl.ng analoglcsrclHt(1he ~ question as to \o,hether tlte 

dl.Vlne presence is present 1n reality :!on the tHO elements of the euchan.st 

or in the cOUUlunion , or uhether the eUCha1:lSt is sielp!), cOIT'~-nemorativc c;i- ()1/ 

~{~ 1"'-' _~, 
the memorial of the pastJrthe~ question of ~ transcendcnt/~ 

cf sq ,r, "'0-{ '"'-"" .'Sj~ I i-.v.r,!.-::::;;/ .J 1]" rr:..;.., 
itrlmanen(iUn the hee of ma~ 'lZ tli1! holy and the sacred 

(I. 
b~xperienc~ 

~ 
hum.ln existence, in the life of the l.ndl.vl.dual,... Ul the hfe of the cOOl..'nunlty, 

~t unlike some of the questions that JetY's are stl.uggll.ng wlth when they 

~ -tk /V...LA""~j"1- ,,(: ""'"" Sr.ect.,n,,4 J • 

~e tba II eetuil of "hat dLd 001 £O~(!fat1ietS Licon ab91:!t the ";1 rJ,~.#~ , ) 

""~ j-l'> ""<.I~ * the d iv l.nc presence J h 3 9 iOfue !pod" ted l.n the 1 ifc 
a.s 

of the Jeulsh people rrr 

~ V;;,./ ""'~ t-.. "J',{,"ufJ t4 J-<"'"jd<~. 
G tI tl 

- the holy temple 8m! tl:e I, Sf S B! ! C 

f\ --' 
sa rificia rye 1.n terms f the presence of the ho y an 

-the sncrgQ in elL, hfe of And so, I should ll.ke 

.q!!c"tio", at 'out the pO"s1111'fl-y-. thnt "t'.lt Jc·..tS llrc cn&:lt;cd in in .!:ccltlnz 
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to '1:".r to artl.culatc some m",,,,ol.11.gful undclstandulg of the hohnc5s oL the 

CC""-'/ 
Holy Land~ the meanlllg of sClcred value.s, ~ the vahdLly of rehgious 

symbols as leha "El, of c .... plt!sslug tile quall E) e' 6plo!") t .. al1 ty PAd trfl'ASCendcnc.e-

) dJl-l 

and the presence of the sacred in the h(e of 6I:t1" people.0 is a proble~l chat 

15 belliS dealt "lOth if, ~};e6e patLlculat {eillis amt stT1'ctu res of le!lJs h hre 

:&IH. I .. cuJd infer tJ;tat Tt JCl"S are able to make a vall.d lntcllectual case 

for the articulatlon 

~,\.vh(~" -t.-r.frv-~ 
it 'nIl not have been 'Hthollt some relevance for others ",ho 

unl.ver~al tradiClon 

~ 
In relatlonsill.p to tba t 

arc engaged in the struggle to try to make some sense out of the plcsent 

crisis~ ~ ... 

A ii-flUl obServab.on 1 should hRe CO make as I laft rsp~dly opt Of 

t.i.i~II't"""";=:~IIro'"t ];volved also 1n !'~t>on of the relat>onsh1p of Juda1sn: 

~ ~n lcated, f1nally after many years, 

n 109 0 ace e que no 
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uniVel."Sll} tradl.t 01\5. SU(!denly hndlng ~s sp1.cad thro ghout tll~ ",hole 

dl.spcr!:l.On of the \10 Id, afhrml.ng and ll.vl.n 109 \-1ltness Lo thl.S 

seeming face t(l\o1ard thl.S 

parncular land and this p rtl.cula.r pl.Cce of rea e:;.tatc. became! the most 

r 
famous phrase since o you J u s have to do, llhat docs 

Judaism have to do with that pa tl.cul r pl.ece of re 1 estate? Isn't that 

kind of tribal regress loon for you to locale a fSl.th of that dl.mensl.on 

lnto that particular pl.ece of - And I in-

volved quite profoundly ].n another arc 

deep lmpll.catl.ons for lrl.stl.~n self-un erstandl.ng as the rl.stian communl.ty 

seeks to deal "dth e problem of cus h.fe, and 

that is the pro em of the rclatl.onshl.p 

\ 
And I uot:tld st1i'b:nl that p3rt of the d iff )C1l1ty He face 1.5 the problem 

< 
of rellgious language, indeed) the problem of language altobether. -.. liJ;:.d ~here 

~ 
is i'Ao eived ill taGH'S the "PCHiOf! at lanSbsge, ett .. necd~. to make dlS-

tinclions betl.j'cen factual language, the language of science and r~tionahsro, -
and poetic/religlous)mythic language which deals wlth reality on 

~~ 
the u>livcrsal J!'n partlcular,.-1c nell 

another 

o~dcr of existcn~e. "'-And the pr~lcm of 
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.as the i'10blcll of Lhe langu<lgc of the UlllVUScll 111 pc.!J txcular, i\,.$ 1 p"Obl,,;> 

'<hZ.;:Jr~ 5of"" v-.A-
~h has for cenLuries occupied the most selele: phllosop~d theologl.ans ~ .-

j-t ~ 
and l.t:;:i-s not gOlng t(1 be rcsclv(.d here, not in thesE' 1;laning moments or thl.!> 

, 
presentatlon. 

-------~------. 
Hue h •• ~£__.,tfth;,'''s--Pp''r'' ... s ".".,/;t,,';,' = __ d""""ueld.. (I f tin. s d 1. seu s sian 0 £ the u m. v e r sal 

~l --tJ,y 
~artl.cular may be bypassed H we reahze tholt the problem 1.5 not anStlerdble 

l.n the t('r,ns in WhlCh it is propose~ sl.mply because they confuse the map lIl.t h 

the terr!.tory. That is to sa? that much of the faclual language UhlCh we use 

in our conventional dl.scourse today is sowethi.lg hke the map 'Hhl.ch abstracts 

from the reality of experience, and l.t has the same relatl.onshl.p to r eahty 

that th~ map has to all of the richness and the depth and the vitall.ty of 

the terral.n. Good and eVl.l are abstract categories, and categories do not 

perform theu function unless thcy are kept distinct. Therefore, l.t 1S per-

,-
fectly proper that the concepts of good and evil be distl.nct, duall.stic, 

irreconci~leJ and that they b~ firm and clear as any other measure. tut 

the problem of the dual~tYJ or the inherent contradict~on be~1eer the uni-

~ Eon.] 
versal and the particular ar1ses only when the abstract is confused wl.th 

'"' the concrete, and "hen it is tho~ght that these arc clearly distl.llguuhablc 

r 
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cntl.tl.CS 111 the natul..tl Ulllvcrsc. r<tctual lanzuay . 1")7 ch cal eg.o-r~ 

t b1 S kind I:he tilthel:?!H .. l eelens( 1.5 never mOL'C than a strl.ctly hlTll.Led syr.,bohsm 

for ",hal is happenl.n~ in nalure. The image, the reb.giaus, poetic or mythl.c 

image, is closer than 

pa tter:ing. 

""""­
Ilnglll.<)tic categorl.es to events themSClve~Ill:: W 

~ ~ 
i.noe keFe I tbJPkJt 1.$ l.mportant"to lndl.cate that 

l.wt- cu. \<.~ . 

it is not only a 

question of language, kt i- , p'eblenf of the philosophical inheritance of 

the \les tern \vorld. ~ 
(A,..."''/ 

I II .... .;::) he.Eduel1 at too great a length on the questl.on 

of the metaphysical duall.sms \1hl.ch have come ~oun to us thro ... gh the scholastl.c 

tradltl.on in uhl.ch the unl.vcrsal has been, as l.t were, elevated to a category 

of superl.or form of bCl.ng J and the particular 1S seen as an inferior form of 

fJ.c;"'-.K R.-d""J.t.,'? ';::~'I~1. 
existence. One needs to read peopl~~ Dewart or Rosemary Reuther 

\' 
or some of the other ne'-1cr theolog1ans today "1ho are engaged in the de M 

,,~ 
hel1enizat ::..on of dogma J \oM"are scekl.ng to break dmvn the d1sparities of the 

dualism between essence 
. (t--<~ 

and existence€:> aRc3 \: hJnow are mah~ng the case that 

< 
one cannot really tau.. of unlversalisOl 1n abstract l-lays, especial1y 1n the , 

• 

scholastic sense, without seeing that the universal does not eXl.st "W'l.thout 

~ 

s:eleho1lslixp to its being eXPi,,(scd in the particula7 in the concrete e:-.pcnence 

• 
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N -of rnm~ ~d-the-t the 
h..s 

partl.cu1.n tel f 011 no mcan~nG ,nthouL 1 ts beIng D. 

form of representation or universal meam.:J .he larger cons<'qJ,encc 

<And h1ls])], i +lould miLe the ob",cL .. al:tolr---t .. terMS of the present undcL 

GLandUla of toIle problem of t h ,., l-d"orsal sad tIe p,n:l:iel:llar tbat: I t;hl:nk 

race tne question of the degree to .. hic h Gonble 

st81Idard"J Jand of sclcctzve leadtligS( of each other's experl.cnces have 

ob Cll lUlal blas ~nters into f g thls qu~stl.on. ~ 
r , "J eWe: L"\Z'"011 

with 
~. n ~s Xl.S l.an se 0 ars u e·1. east Sl.tuall.on,-/w\;ICh 

,;::: .. l; '; ',':: :: :<::::'0'0"'1 shell ge~~a, .,1-0" ple... 1l.' I t1n,,1, ,h.t 

!n tAA-oo~ ;~Ch of the ne,'.r writ,ng and theology that has been 

develop long in lecent yeals, there is a clue which coln help us understand 

each oLher on this questio~ .''''R''.~1:",e'''r'ee't-';ll.->''''Q;U,':!lL<dLc::.;ii.Jt"c.;;:Ja;:;"Wmn:}'iCipiliri:jQ;:;91JiQt~e[,~t~f~o~i~C,!''''!C --- ~ ii'J!o>.iiJ:DLI''--lIe-..''1:",,,.>ll'''dHll;.Jlc"'~t"Q .... ~"."k".",,..-l,;lR"2>t"t. f he r e 1. S a s e ns e in w hH h J eu s u nd er stand 
fo, 

themselves as they reflect thlS through ~hristian self-understandl.ng y}hen 

&>.-<t/t::. 
Christians sp~ak of the church universaL There is a proJection of the ~ 

IN- ~~ 
of the church ~ its idcal-typlc..a1 sense •• "ha'''' .... ' b»a."r"e-iiss-",,_soo"""CeellP.t'"JOO"'l~) messi.:lnl.~) 



eschaLolo.sl.cal~ of the ChU1Ch uruvcr.sal ,Y4=cll f"ep:i8ss'FIlca e "blle! loOt fOLII, 

of Cod's actl.on lnvolvl.ng the "hole human family. In 8 ph!:lessplpc;',J sense 

T~;... 
.t;.hgre is a rea] 1 ty to eh<lt@ ~,'I_l};""~_"'I'Jcws understand that just as }c·.1s 

apeak of the falnl.ly 01 God and of Je.JS .ffl&....:aR ora" from theJr own blb-hca 

~ rl-... 1-< u,,,,,' , .. A ,.~(.~ ~ Lc~ 
~~~ ra~"4~~? 

and I'a'b'bl:p_iesl e ditmn 6s they spedk of the Lord God of Israel bemg the 

So(.~,,~ fd«~hr , 
Indeer one of our great scholars, C;'i;""t_'t'"c""'i[Jl~J __ / 

, ,7f"Y M 
Isrc9,,u, t~ universel as! th~ church universal6 

Lord God of all the nat~ons. 

" spol..e of t;b:e- cathoh.c 

~ Yet l.n terms of the reahty in ,,,hich tbe church unl.versal l.8 eAper~er.ced 

by its communicants, th~tl-'~ that experience is not 1.lnhke ~ch Je\-1S 8rp 

,nestll.ng Hith today. That:'6 to say. If one rS9Els Herbert R).chardson ~~ 

in hl.S book. Touarus an Amerl.can Theology, ~ makes the observation that 

in telUIS of UIidersCandu'g the Feallty Of the Chr'st11P exper1epce toda~ 

1f one really wnnts to understand the Chr~stl.an 5l.tuatl.on. one must under-

. ~ J/ 
stand Christian1ty as a un).versal church as it ~ experienc~/in its spati~l 

centers. That is to soy. one can reQl~y not speak of the church universal 

or th~ universal Chrl.Stlan faJ.th apart from the varlOUS historlc forms l.n 
-~ 

which it was e'>.pcrie:m.ed by its communicants and continues to be experienced 

tcdoy. '""'-Thus he says that ChnSL<;.anity e"(ists 1n the modall.ty of L<1tin-Hl.span).c 

--
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And 1,atl.n Cln'l.sllanlty l.nfOl1'1ed culLurc, and that 18 Latin Chns tun) ty. 

'vA 
tatl.u-Uispa.ll.c culture, shaped l.t,(.:as ].n turn sh~ped by it. But onc 

cannot spcl'k of the universal church 1n its Protestant R~!0l1n..1tl.On form 

without uucJclst.mdl.ng. the degree to ,,,Inch the Reforrnatl.Oil troldl.tl.on was 

deC'ply lmphcEltc d In the culture, the society,the economics, the pob.tl.cs, 

of northern .... lcstcrn Europcjand the degrc~ to uhl.ch the Reformatl.on church 

cannot be understood apart from the degree to nhich tne culture a the society, 

the history shaped the church in l.ts de~pest spiritual !orI1atl.On. And 

obviously, as one looks at Byzantine culture, one cannot undersLand the 

Byz.antine Orthodox Church apart from its rellltionshlop to the Byzantl.ne empire 

and the degree to \olhich the lmperul form o! that culture shaped the lmperul 

theology and Lhe very hler31chical nnd eccles l.astl.cal structur~;'of that church. 

That was the spatial center of the Orthodox Church. The Latin~Rl.spanic 

culture is the spatial center of xne Latin Chr~stl.anity and Rcformatl.on 

church found l.ts spatial center in northH'estern Europe~ eM TodaYJ as 

Richardson says, the spatlal center in whl.ch whatE:vcr really sl.gnl.hcant 

dynamic theology will develop today in Protestantism, and perhaps Cathollcis~, 

will take place in the dynami~ centers of American culture as Christlanlty 
" ( 

seeks. to engage scientific,technological civiluation here and OrthoiilJy.), 

in the Russhn orbit. 
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I would subull.t. that. lIle. lnnd or I!;J:."~cl rcprCscilts for the Je\lj~h 

people the spatial center of JuualSm. It-L~fle fai~~Ii \lldclrr1rc.-

cxperl.Cl'ce of G;hn.stendom 
d:.J 

andrO,ll.stianityls encounter with hl.story and 

modernity, .. lllch has t,oken placc 1.n thesC' van.ety of spatul centers h.nds 

1.t.s ~nalo&1es in t.he Hay in H'hl.c\-) Judalsln is sceklng to enguge moderm.ty 

and history l.U the land of Israel. The Ql.sparl.ty In our perception of ..:)A..,~ 
J "- 1"4" \.<.,'f1" tr.~ ~~. 

this has more to do pith •• :.::~:;~ the quantlty of porsonsf~ lhd thl:;;: 

o.A-
. been h.ve hundred milhon Je\1s In the \10rla l1ith Israel ~ its spatlal 

center, undoubtedly, there may have been other spatial centers flowing out 

in thc dispersion buL related tc Israel as the center of Jewlsh cultul.al/ 

rel1.glous llfe, historlc o~iglns, and reeSS18nic proml.se for the future • 

.And I tlQyld s'~ --r;e degree to which Jcus are able to resolve the 

r e 1a t 1. on s h 1. P l n cons t rue t i ve ·w ay S. <\F<>--_Me-~--e""""_~-th"--1"'",,-r-;-tne. 

t' 
o 

of S9g(JlaZ pG"er, are able to moralize and spuituah.z e thelr relationship 

an 
- . .; - to that spatia l center, to that cJcgrco? \1; are engaged ln/undertak~ng ~:hlCh 

indeed is unl.qucly Jcuish, but h',pe£ully, may h~v<! SOme instruction for 

"'--.. 
others who are concerned about ale present spiritual crisis for the "hole 

of mankird. 




