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~ EVANGELISM. AND THE JEWS 

by Rabbi M~rc H. Tanenbaum 

National InterrelIg ious Iffalre DlreC"t('lr, Amftrlcan Jp1fieh O,mmlttpr 

This bQckg~aund memorandu~ 1s not Int~nd~rl 1n any WAy 88 a 
Pra elrlentlal 

statement nf ~upport or ~f oooosition to any of thp/cannl~ate8 of 

thp Opmncratlc or ~publlcan paqtlee 1n the current eleotlnn camoa1gn. 

As an intergroup relatione Agency, t~e A~.rlcan J~wleh Com~lttee has , , 

bean concprned since its inception 'f1th cnmbRttln,?; prejudice ant1 blg('ltry 

that arise from negative stereotJlpeB and host1le oarloatur'!8 lev pled 

against any religious. raolal. or ethnlo group. 

Both beoause Jews have been the viotims and scapegoets of 

rellg1o-ethnlc stereotyping whioh nurtures anti-Semitism, nnd necauee 

of our convict1on that hatred and unwarranted suspioions against any 

group or person oontradiots the hasic 8ihl1cal and democratio v.aluee 

to whioh we subsoribe, We Wish to oppORe any tAn.enoiea 1n the current 

~mpa1Rn that may l •• ~ to the oefamation or the Vllllflcatlon of that 
ar. 

g·oup of Ampricans whose faith commitments ann ethns/t3 now b~ln~ 

mQlt prominently (UeouBsed in th10 election camtlS.~n; namely, the 

40 to 50 milllon EVangel10al Chriet1ane. 

An addit10nal reneon for th1s effort at cl~r'fioa~on of our 

Views regarding the EvangelIcal oornmunl~y der1ves from the fact that 

the 1m~rlcan Je'''iElh Committee be~an in the mld-l~Ofl a s a rlee r-f 

aoademic and theolc~1cQl oonferpnc.a Qn~ meetinge Wit~lY Gr.h~ 
~r. Harold L1ndaelI, editor of Christianlty Today; Dr. Arnold-ol~n,-­

pree1dent of the Evan~elical Free Churoh; the National A."oclatlon of 

._-_. ~-~ , 
--------------~ 
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EVANGELICALS - 2 -

Evangelicals; thp Evangelical Theoldglcal Society; the Sou~hhrn BaDtlst 

Convention; and a National Conference of EvanR~11ca18 and Jews held 1n 

Janurary 1976 involving repreeen tatlvp Evange110al and Jpwleh soholars an~ 

religiouB leaders from the major Evangelical an" JQwleh 8emlnarl~8. 

colleges, and unlversltlelJ 1n Amerioa. The Amprican Jp·.,tsh Comnlttep , 

whioh plonepred 1n deve1 0pfng the most pxtenelve network of TPlatlrnahlpR 

betwsen Evangelicals nnd Jews in this country, hae hadthe benefit and 

good fortune cf knowlng EVangellcal Christians as Der.one,not ae mythic 
that 

entltlp •• It 10 somethlng of/realism and 1.mythologltlng about thls 
-- n 

important grnup of Am~rlcan attiren. that W8 wl.~x haYe learerl through 

flrst-hend knowledge and eXperlence that WA wlsh to .hare 1n thls 

dooument. 

THE ELE~TION PROCESS AS A FORGE OF PLURALISM 

For 1I1e flr~t one hunnre!1 yeare of Amprican historv, th1A country 

haa been charact.rt~e~ bv such church hi.torians a8 Dr. Martln Marty 

(The Rio;hteouo EmDlr.l as an "EYanl!pl1oal Iioplre". N1M of the thlrteP.n 

colon1es had e8ta~11Rhed ~mlmAx churohes mo1eled on the Puritan theooracy 

(IiPuritan ol~garclvll Dr. (rhoma8,J. \lertenberger prefeprfl'd tn call 1t) of 

the Massaohusetts Bay Colo~y In thoq e ~Bta~118hed church-state 8rrenvpmpnt~, 

beither Cathol10'. ~rm~x Jews. nor dlssenting Protestants were allo~ed to 

vote nor hold publio office unleo8s they ,,"ould affirm I'an evangelioel 

Christian oath". 

Durlng the past 100 year., owing mainly to the effort. of 

eoumenical moderates, the ohurohes were niS8stabllBhed ns Jure. Pluralie~ 

and dialogue now became possible, with 8 growth 1n understanding that 

every religious, r~olal, ann ethnio group wae to be aoceoted 88 an equal. 

That conceptlon of plurallsm as the mo~e of ao-exlstenoe betwpen 
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dlver •• grnups was oor. theoretloa1 than actual. Ths e1ectlon of 1960 

disclosed that rpallty. Despite the 110 BPrvlce that vas wIdely given 

to p1ural1.m. John F. Kennedy, had to undprtaks a speo1al ~ffort to 

Oer~UA"e many Ampri'anA. 9soeolallv evangelical ChriAtlans in the Ift. __ ~ 
and to thp Pope 1n Vat1can C1ty 

South, that h1. fidelity to tho Roman Catholic Church/would not compromlse 

h1s loyalty to Amoric.n democracy nor his ab1l1ty to servs the entire 

American people as their !>rAfllldent. 

That election campal~n dle-;clospo he" pxtpne\ve was the nativist!:, 

ant'-Cath~llc blgo~y 1n our nation. Awkwa~. embaBB8eAtn~. an~ even , . 
painful a8 Was that campaign. it would app~ar on reflectlon that Preslrlent 

Kennedy". electinn speeches _ espeoially that g1ven to the meet1ng of 

~the!..n BRptist ~ln18t'e~8-- 1n HOUBt~ l)ecame lin essentUl nart of the 

proc.es of confronting Amer1ca w1th 1ts h1dden host1lltles toward the 

Cathollc m1nor1ty. Thp elect10n of Pres11ent Kennedy marked a turning 

pc>int 1n the htetory of" pluraUsm 1n "'er1ca. The nation h.~an to 

z ••• x purg9 itself of its Btereot~peB and lrrational fears ~bout Cathol\oa; 

fhe election of Kennedy ratifled the entry of An.r1can Cathollos 1nto 

firat-alass cit1zen,hlp ~n owr democracy. 

The elect10n process, it becomes \ncreaelngly clear, 1e a fOr2e 

for burn1ng off our pretens10ns about pluralism an~ for enab11ng 4ach 

maJor rel1g~o-ethn1c group to chRllenge thQ w1l11ngness of the national 
..... \-o.U ... 

soc1ety to accept its first-class cit1zenshlp Ile Jure. pnd Ret only t1e tacto. 

In 1960, the Roman Cathollc commun1ty ln America went through that nat10nal 

rite of paesage. In 1976, the Evange11ca1 Chr1stian community is e~aged 

1n 8 uch a r1te of paseage 1nto natllora 1 acceptaaoe. 

Apart from the or1nciples of equality ana Justice that are at 

stale, I C"'ntend that Jewe, blacks, h1spanics. women, aslans, and othE'rs 
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have hoth moral an~ selt_interest oblIgatIons 1n makIng thls election procep~ 

work with a minimum of defamation against the surfaoing group, tor the 

.1mple rea Bon that In the future unfoldlng of the demoorRetlo prose._ eaoh 

of these groups will 1n time present their can~ld.te for the ?realdene7 

of the United State. whose elecUon w111 con_U tute t"eir rat11'1 ... Uon 

as fl~8t-nla •• 01;1.e"8. MltRgX Mak1ng pluralism a faotual realIty for 

each group 1n the Amer.can moaaic require. our coll~tlve effort. to 

combat the falee Image. that rattle around our culture, and thereBy enable 
, -, 

our oltIzenry to make wi_e 2hBKt~X chOIce. on 'the ba.l. of a candldate'. 

merits and virtues, undlatorted by group eterftotyo8S and unreflective 

preJudioe •• 

.:; ......... 
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WHO ARE THE BY ANGEl. ICAL6? - 5 -

When asked '1;0 describe lithe evanp;ellcals. II one ct'nte'T\oorary writer, 

liberal and generally well-1nformen, wrote these wn~B: 

"Evangelioals (or, as they used. t('l he callen called, I nm1fll11entA.11 R<t;c- r ) 

t>lere long stpreotyped by other Anpricar1s 88 rustlc ~flpel thuntpprs from t'l1p 

'backward, bIgoted Blble Belt' and this Invlr110us imagp stlll 11n ~rAB. Th'!tlr 

agrresslve proBelytlz1ng~ t~n often sl~g!e-~lndedlY ~l~ected at Je~~, hae 

causedr resentment, an, thpir prpoocupatlnn with Indlvl~ual ealvatlnn, 

often to the excluSion of, soclal conc"'!'"n, 18 allpn to JpW8 with thrlr 

strong Booia1 orientatt,c'lO. American Jel'IB uBuBal!y havp 801J~ht an~~ foun" , , 

their lk allies not 1n th-ee quart~rA, nut tn liberal "~atnst~Gam~ c~urcrpp 

-Prps"'yt'!"rlan, Ep1scopallan, Dapttet. J"ethoolst, anI'" (110 nn __ 1'hat WE're 

t n cnnvert them. II 

There is i.ttl. n~uht that this chRTact-riratlnn of Evan~a~icalq 

refl pcts" a rllther '<lid ely-hel~ vi.,", not only amnn~ J pws tn northern urlnlD, 

induetrlall~ed c~ntprs ~t among north-rn 11~eral Pro~p~tant~ Rn~ Cathol1ce 

8S well. A prominent hlack 11~eral Proteptant clergyman r~cently told~h 

me that at "475 Rlvt>rsl~e Driven _ the heRdquartpre of' the National Council 

of Churches, Uthey're 99% against Car~pr." A Jewish lea"ler tn Chlca~o 

rec~ntly told a Carter off1c1al 1n Illln01e that he WaS trouhled hy the 

report that Jimmy Carter 6aye that "he Dr~ye 25 times a day. I woul,; l1ke 

to know what he prays for." 

IIt~n;;-'fr;a"l[rrrree~O~iiSfE.'ll1'l<'~~B-~c..!II~~lgJ!1,)..g!lll A "7 

oq ated ~thout di.tlnctin Fund amen'" 
I 

,.n llEvangellcale" be 

Two principal at ams or he c('llon1e8 

" I 
Amerlc~ in the 17th:znd 8th centurle.. The f1rAt WR Calvlnls 

a product of the Purl n exppr noo an~ the Gre Awakening f 
i • 

1.Re1110u8 Llt>ert in 11\. Untted S at-.\>y n Smith,Fort 
/ 

l1cAllsr 

, 
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Ar~ theae ac curate and fair repreeentat'lrone of "Evangelicals? It 

Shoulrl IIE'I1an~ellcal8" be equated 'Without diet lnot, nn With tlFunt3al"'entallfit f 

Are thet! 1mages held by the non-Evange11cal oommun1ty of the Evangelionl 

groupe whIch require modiflcation? Are there ls8ues which the Evan~pl1cAl 

oommun1ty should leg1t1mately be requ1red to olarify as a or.conditl~n 

for winning the conflaence an~ support of non-Evangelicals 1n behalf Of 

po11t1cal cand1dates who &kakmx assert Evange110al bOYalt1es? 

S ........ 
An8lfln~a t 0 :q~u~e~.~t~1:c;n~s~.~u~0~h~a~"~, ~t~, h~e~.:_:e;r~e~"~U~l~r~.~~~~~~ Mel e tiltafl 

~A~R~.HKHa~--~.~aAS~Y~&l cqualntance with the h18t~y 8n~ nootrine of EV8n~eltc~1~ 

and Fundamentalists 1n America. 

'.'") j-

Calvinist evan~el1cal18~. product of the Puritan p~oprlence ~nd 
, \l """""..-, /<.. ('t<.- " ~ I \ ., ~ , 

the Grsp,t A,./akenlng crf' ~ 17 J'j- '\. ... '-" . was one of thf! orinoinal ~tra.q.r'11!I of 

I~eology that domInated the colon1ee of North Amprica prior to the 

blrth o f the A~~-aan natlon. The Ma8FRchu ••• t8 Bay Colony, "the~ Purl tan 
"-

Oligarchy," was a Blble CO I"\~onwealth whIch uniter=t eocles1atlt'tcal and 

oivil ,Q;overnment. Only lithe sanOtlt1pd. II tht'J8e who exper1enced 1nf'ent 

bapt1sm and cele~rated communion at the Lordls Ta~le. Vere entlt1e~ to 

hold public office and vote in c1v11 eleotions of magistrates. +-\..ot.~1 l~?? 
' k I " .., II--;;i":Y ~', 'c~~f ,1>< (~,'ik.w\::\ c<1 ~ r",· ..... ' vI' "'-~~ (, , -

~\-'\-F "'-40 ~ i ... t OR it. .. e,.<.-e-;':-..::;~ t 3 ' 
-G 1\~~ ...... li.eact1on against the enforced establishment ot evangelioa1 
-\><-~ 

orthodoxy beg an early. On March 7. 16J8. Roger Williams gathered nineteen 

men, refugees from MAssachusetts Bay. to form a ne'" colony at Rhode Ietan~ 

that _ould not only ' allow but enforce 11herty of conscl~noe. W11 l lam. hecp r 

convlneed tht there exlsted no Scrl~nal Authorlty f~r.b bapt111ng In'Fnt8 

~~~"h~ :7~a":1:,~d ,, ~'fe~. D,.PI1~. ' by "plunF\lng," as lt Was "er1i1v~lY ,t.rm.~ 
• , by convent1onal Ca1vlnlBtlS ~ .. ThuB~ waBborn ,t l'te f1lt s t \J Baot1et C~Cll 'on I tl'"lP 

~ - I ' ,J"j{J-i "'--'" 1-' ,_ ,~ , .J 1"'" 
J ,'S~ , ~, . i ~ ':IT ... ' J'; ;" 

North A 1 " , -ON ... r .... iJ 01 q ': ;- 11I:J ... JlL , , 
mer c~ Ql')n~b!nt~w' C! bul". 1.~i1J • ... \0"'''' "" " ,," ,~, I _ (; _ 
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Roger Williams became lIa seeker after light, II adhering to the 

prinoiple that "everyone should have libprty t o worship God acrorddn~ to 

the light of his own conacience. II In his celehratet1 narable 01" the 

sh1p, Williams elaborated his oommt tment to IItotal freedom ot eonsctence n 

paralleled by his call for oomplete ohl1l':ation "to o'l:>ey the common la"s 

and orders" of the cttll sphere: 

"There goes many" ahip to a8a, with many hund.red souls 1n ('ne eh1.p, 

whose weal and woe 18 onmmon; an~ 1s a ' true oloture of a oom~~n-wpalth, 

or anyx human comhlnRtlon, or society. It hath fallen 

that both Paplst~ and Protpstants, Jpwa an~ Turks may 

out BOmE- times 

be ombark~d into 

'" one ship. Up~n which supposal, I affirm that all the 11~~rty of eonsotpnce -that ever I pl •• 4ed for, turns upon the~e two htnp,~s, ~hat nnne of thp Pap p 
'\ 

Protestante, Jews. or Turke, he forioed to come tn the ship t~ prayp~ or 
'-

Worship nor ¢ompellod from their OWn particular prayers or worship. if t~PY 

practice any." 

Thus, tho Baptist tradtion Of religious l~rby andfreedom of 

con801.noe i8 d·eply rooted in sarlv Amorlcan history. But there is anoth.r 

side to that ~radltion which has relevance to our oresent conoerns. 

Iaaao Backus was the pre-eminent Calvinlpt thporlet of churoh_8~ate 

relations 1n t he generation that prepar!~ the way for the American , 
Revolut$on. Oaokue shared Roger Williams l oomnltment to religious li~prty 

J 

as one of nCle rig,ht. 1ictated by divine and natural law. But to lIaokbw, 
, ;1 

as Prof. Bl; n Smith writ .... "All true llbprty, in rel1~lon or the pbbl1c 

realm depe'fd8 1'D the oup"omacy or Christ." 

I)I th'i original Calvin1st viet<, Ood's deallngs with men were 
i 

through a / slng").e covenant in two 'Idlsoensatlons": that of an ollecur.aii 

gospel O.Jled J law, the other of Christ and fully revealed go.pel. Backus 

~ __ t1L:~E/....:.. >It,. ~ M. I., ~~ A- S..,j\.., f,:..f;;...t-
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hroke sharply with Calvin and developed a theory of two oovenant. whioh 
, 

contrasted lithe cOTenant of law" w1 th "the covenant of graoe .. u. The 

Purttans ot Mss s aehueet+s remained st p srll1y r~len~17 to the Old Testa~.D' 

and modeled thalr ngw commonwealth on its inttltutlona. Backus opted 

ror strong o~ntrapt ~etween the two covenants. an~ d~lred that there 

could be no religious fellowship between those whoe. moral ae p irations 

were d8rl~d from It an a~rogated COTPnant , " the law of MOR e s. and th08~ 

saved by the grace of Ohr1et . 

"A by-produot Of an exaggerated oOTenant theology,' Prof. Smith 
a 

obserVPB (p.2JL lila/hardened attitude toward Catholics and Jews, alllx. ~Q. 

an lSBue not eocl~log~cally important 1n the era of the Am-rican Revolutlon 

but regret t able ae the nineteenth century advanced. Catholics found 

theme~lve. perSistently oharged by Protoptante foomed 1n the tradit10n 

of radioal Puritanism With betng alavP8 ('If wnrkB_rlghteouBness; a prlne1nl~ n 

rejecti on of the Old Testament ie productive of hOlt11ity to Jewe." 

Beyond t hat, Back •• wrote in fhe Li~eral Support of 00 .. 81 Min1sterp 

that ·'All the orivl1eg~s of the c('Ivene.nt of p,'race are 0.:880na1 &8 they 

were not before the death of Christ," ann he set the "natton," 1e., corporat e 

group. ,harply againet the indl&lnual. Hi. th.olo~y led him to a fun"aMen'al 

quarrel with the group enll1arlty of the Old Te~tam8nt and or Puritan 

o rthndoxy • 

Bpckqa was a soirttual theoorat. The 

Backue striotly fu~ure. While he wa1 t. e1 for 

oerree~ed mdKX or~er Was tor 1 

the .chllton, the enttT'P separatI~ \ 

of ~church and sta t ! WaS neoessary to hath. But ~itan orthodoxy demanded 

fulfIllment of theocracy in the present . 

Theee ambiT alent and contraeting influenc.s in the Baptist tradition 

havs left their taaoee down to the ureoent. 




