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THE EVANGELICAL RENAISSANCE
~- PROMISE OR MENACE?

“y Marc H. Tanenpaum
CHAPTER I —.THE S0UTH -~ "UNCLE SAM'é'OTHEH PROVINCE!

The election of Jimmy Carter as the?‘?th president of
the United States of Ameriea, the first candidate from the Deep
South to attain the Presddeney in more than a century, crystallized
the “eginning of the discovery “y Amefica of "The New South."
Northern journalists, media commentators, and academicians swarmed
ovef the Deep South duriﬁg'thenx election campaign in 1976 and
produced mountains of ne®scopy and untold hours of radio and TV
coverage arout somefhing spectacular that is going 6n-"GOWn ﬁhereﬂ_
amid the kudzu vines, the 11v§ eaks and Southern pines, thé grits,

end the ante“ellum maneione,

Perhaps 1t wae the inevita*le chneequencgiof médie

overload - the sheer num*»ing effect of 1nceesant “ohﬁardmpnt

.\\S’ A

\ hy inchoate medla messages. Or may*e 1t was the rssult of the

\

national fatigue that ensued in the wake of the desultory\TV

dehates and firequently disorienténg political BDeechea. Or it could
&

haVQ heen the overlay of the lackluster election namnaigny%top

RS

the deepseated "malaiae of civilization" that Rovert Hellkraher
attrihuted to the effects of Watergate, Vietnam, the race riots df%
i the lBéOa,_and the swelling, u»ilguitous epidemic of terrorism and

violence spreading theoughout the world that led to emotional recoil.

@ : _ - Whatever the reasons, »y the %“efinning of 1977 - the

STl f( dlanext four-year Presidential term of office - the .
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Tanenvaum _ 2
popular conviction in much of the nation appearse to remain not
suhetantially altered from what 1t was in the 1940s when W, J.

Cash wrote in his near-classic, The Mind of the South,

Bhere existe among us - woth North and Scuth - a profound
conviction that the South 1is annther lend, shaply differantiated
from the rest of the American nations. . The South is, in Allen.

Tate's phrase, 'Uncle gam'e other province!'" (Dou~leday, 1941).

Ironically, the candldacy and the su“éequent election of
President Carter tended to orscure in many ways rather than
disclose the magnitude of the transBormations that have %»em
taking phace in the South, and thefr urgent meaning for the
rest. of America. The cbncentnation on the grinning, toothy
personal ity of Jimmy Carter, on the_%ewildering and anxiety-
provoking phenomenon of veing a "“»orn again! evangelical
Christian, and on his single-minded pursuit of a metewnic_career
that would lead from thé peanut farﬁ of Plains, Georgia, to the
nighest office in the greatest superpower nation in the world -

~all this seemed to suggest that this charismatic politicéan

- ha@ pulled a gsomnolent South »y the geruff of 1ts radneck into

the mainetream'of America's political and national 11fe.

But the reallties are more than 1ikely the reverse. Tﬁ;;g;-

7.;}_ ¥

the maseive transformation nf the South - still only vaguely

perceived and underatood 1in the rest of the natlnn - that has

. made possible the candidacy, and then, the electlon of President

Cépter, rether than the other way around.
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_The South is today the fastest growing region in the nation.

"The éftﬁqen:atates that make up the region we call the South," Ben
J, Watf;hberé and Richard M. Scammon have o“served in This USA, /
"comprise the most populous single area in the nation." Nearly
eighu&/million people lisgie;nﬁ they add, "more Americans can claim

to e Southprnnrs than can claim to %e anything else,"

Ay
&

oL Tﬁe populaticn of the SBouth anfl Bouthwest is mushrooming at
douhle the natiocnal average, with more than 85% of thehation's ponulatinl

/growth now taking place in these states. As we ghall detail 1in Chapter

A48

(Four), “The South-A Mainstream In Iteelf," the South is today, as a
matter of etraight census fact, more uran than not — akmost 60% -

and thetb;is solid evidence of mounting wealth, modern industry, and

vlhrant;groﬁth in many Southrn areas,

v

As the 1976 Presidential elections demonstrated, no political

‘party can win a presidential election without some of the sleven

states of the 0ld Confederacy, and thelr cousin “order states who

control 163 electoral votes - 60% of the magical 270 needed for

victory,:

’iﬁ?From this perspective, the Presidential election of 1976

was a ﬁ%litiéal watershed for America. Premident Carter was not Just

Y 22-month pdlitical senaation, e"preaky" onetime political aecident,

-Hia preaiﬂenthal candidaocy and elction were *oth in su»stance and% in

aymhollam a national rite of passage for the South which in 1976,
“eganétoumove ;ﬁ puxlic consciousness from a state of political and
gocial pu™arty,:arrested since the Civil War, into a next stage of

maturigi; The oé@ﬁﬁat;on of the White House »y Jimmy Carter ﬁ?ﬁﬁ&e
; A ,

Y

\
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Tanenbaum 4

ratifieé the entry of the South into the national mainstream on

numerous levels - not oniy political and economic, “ut as well 1&

the cultural, educational, soclal and religlous asanaé of our national

l1ife. Thue, Carter's election may well signify for the South what

President Johnk F. Kennedy's election as the glrst Rnman Catholic

to wecome president has come to mean for the 49 million Rm Catholies

of Amefica, the validation of thelr national accevtance aé first-claes

citizens. (Jews, “lacks, Hispanice, women, and Asiatic-Americans,

I would suggest,/ will in time undergo similar rites of paagage,.

with all the accompanying anguish and testing of their relbad»ility

to represent the whole of America, as representatives of their

respective groups re;ch for the “rass mf ®mEXkXx ring of the Presidenecy.

The American presidency now, apparently, has “ecome in our pluralist

deomcracy the ultimate seal of approvgl signaling that a formerly

suppressed or marginal group's having achieved first-class citizenship.

H8nceforth, I “elieve, we will wirnfex witneee the surfacing of

Southern candidates in everym national political campaign - as a

" matter of regular course and accepted practice, That “Americanizationé

of the South" will finally put an end to, or at least modify
eignificantly, the mythologies a“out Bouthern politice and pixzﬁ,.
politicians that prevall in much of the rest of America. fIn |
li%eral circles," Watten»erg and Scammon ﬂave stated, “1t.1s common
to hear a“out the 1ﬁordinahe amount of congressional control

execrcised »y a few southern legislators who represent the minority,

Hackwoods, rural interests of an otherwise ur*an, Ij“eral, and

. sophisticated nation., Oddly, this diagnosBes is propagated not only
- ]

hy other-than-southern li“erals, “ut “y SBoutherners as will, who
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. often stress their minorit& role in the American scene, " f R

The "new Southerners' can e expected te conteet fot;fhe
kEgX highest political offices of nur nation, and make qiéims fo;
the moet prestigtous and influentlal civic poslticna? with the came
convictions of legitimacy to represent the American majority as do

candidates and citlizens from any other reglon of America.

A growing num»er of Southerners are desply consclous of this
seiemic change in American life, and speak ﬁna&aahedly éf it,
sometimes in heady, triumphaﬁistih terme, "A rechuffling of m»um power
is taking place in America today that has nothing at all to do
Qith politiéal parties or elections, " Governor Reu-en Askew of ' =
Florida, sald recently. "The wheél of power in this nation is turning,

unfnietaka*ly and undenia-ly from the North to the South,’

Accompanying - or perhaps more accurately - integrally
involved with thie "eecular" transffrmation of the South has “een
an equally vigpoous religious transformation, According tn the

Sotithern Baptist Handbook, the populatirns of the Suh-elt states,

excluding California and Hawail, grew 38% from 1950-1970, while the

population percentage of Southern Baptiste grew '64%. The Southern

I‘I
Baptiste are among the fastest growing denominations in this country,
numbering 12,7 million memkZers. Eit there are also some 30 associations

and groupe of independente who now bring the numher of Baptiste in

the nation to 30 million. When you include other evangelicals - Southe

n e jane, Assem%-li
i Methodists, Southern Preg+-yter . :
The Baptists have spreadh fen devindy themSonmioit o3 BHRLR AreT

“of God, among others -

~.8tates in redent years and there are now Baptists in all 50 states

who are aligned with the Southern Baptistx Gonvention. Todg, the -
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(Home Missiong, Sept. 1976.) And the same is true of Southern
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Khex®
Southern Baptists are the largest Protestant Rx denomination in

the United S8tates. They are confident, church historian James

T, Baker of Western Kentucky Univereity commenta somewhat caustically,

that "given enough time and patience and energy, all threeof which
they have in sbundance, they will eventually “ecome the largest
church in the world." (Southern Baptisté.in the Seventies."

Christian Century, June 27, 1973.)

Dr, Baker hae also noted that "more Southern whites are
Baptists than any other thing, and more Bouthern blacks are
Baptists than any other thing." In a recent study, 1t was found

Georgia
that Goegia Baptists smxtkexapirifinakxifeilewshipxefxRragitenrtk

-Raxterxx are far more white-collar than the state as a whole.

The state's population consiste of about 49 preent white-collar

workers and 51 percent “lue-collar. "But 73 psrcent of the pesople

in the gvergge Baptist church on Sunday morning are white-collar."

bBapbists in all €€ates where the denomination has leng been esta%iiShed,

the study adds. Most "First Churches" are led *y the first families,
professional people, “usinese -owners - the esta»lishment of the
community.

The president of Holiday Inn is a Bible-“elieving Baptist,
as are the presidents of such multi-national corporations gs _'
Genesco, Raytheon, among others in the top echelons of national
corporate 1life. All of which auggests that the general .images

of Southerners as "rednecks," "erackers," or "dirt-eaters, " and
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of Southern evangelical Christians as "holy rollers" and "Elmer
Gantrys" have 1ittle congruence with the socio-sconomic changee and
the religious realities that have emerged in recent decades which
have transformed that sizea*le community - one thtrd of the natlon -

into a major force in American life.

But exactly who are these ﬂouthgrn Baptistae, andm more
generally, theese evangelical Christiane, who now dominate the
"new South" and who figure so prominently in the nation's consciousness?
What are their aotual beliefe and system of values and what might
these mean for k¥ the future of America? What 1s the present state
of that part of the Southern heritage which fed andm nupbured
raciem, slavery, lynch mdhs, virulent antf-Semitism, and »rutal
anti-Catholicisem?® What insights can “e gained from a %hetter
understanding of the "cultural universes" of fha Sotith and of
evangelical Christianity that will ena“le us to comprehend more
deeply and accurately the views and commitments of the Jimmy Catters
of our nation? What are the implications of a renascent evangelical
Christianity-whose central purpose in life is conversion.for the
future of democratic pluralism in our soclety and in the world
community - for harmonious relations with non-evangelicals, Jews, _
Catholics, liveral Protestants, Muslims, Buddhiste, Hindus, humanists,
gnd non-belivers? And finally, will a renascent South and an aggressive
evangelical Chrigtian community help or hinder the causes of demestic
gocial Justice and international reconciliation agd'pggxzu peace?

) ey

'Egﬁnce that 1ie

-

In short, is the Southern and evangelical rer

unfolding_ao ravidly *efore our eyes a promise - or a menace - Ar

SN {L L,c-'f\\ Y,
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CHAPTER II - YANKEES AND REBELS: SBECTIONAL EGOTISMS AND STEREOTYPES

t The present encounter bYetween the South and the rest of
America is not unlike that encounter tht took place earlier in thise
century hetween Oriental and Occidental civilizations. Prof. Mircea
Eleade, the noted historian of religions and cultures, deﬁicted that
encounter as “the meeting and confvontation of two types of mentality
whlch might »e called for sgimplicity's sake, the 'traditional’ and the
*modern,' the first »eing characteristic ofman in archaic and Oriental
socleties; the sedond of man in modern socileities of the Western
type. j?

"As we know," Eleade declares, "the meeting and confrontation
of these twd tgpes of civilization count among the most significant
events of the last gqmuarter century. That cnnfr-nhation is developing
on two different planes and as a conaequénce of different sets of
circumstances. On the one hand,-the exotic and »rimitive neoples havenﬁ
now come within the or»it of history, so that Western man is o*liged to
enquire inte their system of valuee, 1f he ies a%“le to estarlish and
maintain communication with them. On the other hand, a whole s=ries
of changes has taken place in the cultural outlook of Européana.

. The encounters have “een made through the more Westernized
representatives, or in the mainly ekternal apheres of economice or
aR’ politics, We may say that the Western world has not yet, mor not
genérally, met with authentic representatives of the ‘real' non-
Bestern traditions. But this ehcounter is, in the end, inevitable, "

Prof, Eleadg concludes, “Ong day the West will have to know

and to understand the existential situations and. the cultural univefse
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of the non-Western peoples; however, the West will come to value them as
integral. with the history of the human spirit and will no longer regard
them as immature eplsodes or a*errations from an exemplary history'of

man - & history conceived, of course, only as that of Western man,"

In a2 somewhat analogous way, the South in now enteflng the

"orvit of history"_gé America's ﬁational life, If reciprocal communicats
ion is8 to »e esta*lisghed “etween "the new South" and the rest of Americs
we Will need to enquire into "thelr system of valuss,” and "to understan 3
(their) existential situatione and (their) cultural universe." But

the first step on that Jjourney of inguiry wili require that we clear

cut the cultural.qnderbrush of stereotypes, prejudices, and mythologies
which have led many of us - on “oth sidee of the Mason-Dixon line -

to regard “oth the South and the North as.“immature episodes or

ahrerrations from an exemplery history" of America, That cultural

ourification process 1is an essenthal preqonditibn required “oth of

the North and the South “efore they are a“le to "come to value'" each

other "as integral with the history" of our nation and "of the human

spirit."

To a su»stantlal extent, the 11nger1ng’emotiona of "etrangeneed
and "differentness" - of perceiving one another as "immature spisodes
or arerrations from an exemplary history" of the nation - hak peaked
ing epecial ways during the 1976 Presidential campaign. They were
reflected in the auap;ciéons and amnxietles toward the Presidential
ﬁandidate from the Deep Bouth »y the splitting of votes “y white
Protettants in the North, Midwest and Weet (the split Prokestant vote

in the ‘Bmtk South had more to do with President Carter's li%eralism
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than, o*viously, with hie southerness), hy - the smaller vote that
Catholics gave lmim than they did to other Democragtic candidates
(558 for Cartér, mmk as contrasted with % for Humphrey), and
hy the lesser vote, although su »stantial, that Jews gave Carter

(75% ae contrasted with 88% for Humphrey).

While other factors entered into the voting decisions, I
am persudded that tpa anxious national discuesion and indecisions
arout the President from the Deep South suggested that the »itter

_ political
legacy of regional pride, prejudice, and pakiigadlcsusphiciens
deposited »y the tragic War-Between-the-States 1s still far from
spent,

In a poignant essay entitled, "Could the Ctwhl War Have

Been Prevented?" (Christian Century, March 31, 1976), Prof. Samuel

8. Hil1l, Jr., author of Beligion and the 80l1id South, deplores'the

Lo T !

ravages" suffered by America over the past 110 years in the wake 1
of "the harsh ocnflict of 1861-1865," the first "total war" in the
histery of warfare. In addition to the loes of'gn estimated 610,000

lives - 360,000 in the service of the Union, and 250,000 in the service.

of the Confederate States of America - with countless thousande of
others maimed, dismemrered, or leses seferaly wounded; the economic -

wEsXEgxExx devastation énd wastage of farms and cifiee; families
sundered 2:ﬁ diminished; politieell suspicilon and welligerency:
internecine strife; a divided people; regicnal isclation - Prof,
H1ll counts ameng the lasting costs of the Civil War tec Amserica,
which, he sayse, is hardly over today, "the.pride and prejudice the
confliot engendered in woth regional societies."

Owserving that'"unlike President Lincoln, each was convinced
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that the Lord was on its side and so denouncedthe other as

immoral or pmperious,' Prof. Hill adds that "until very recently
most Yankees and Re»els spoke openly of their superiority over the
other in terms of the quality of their 1ife and moral responsi-
Hiiity. If the charge ie open to the charge of having squandered

most of its ﬁsychlc energy on the anachronism of segfegﬁtion (and
slavery “efore that), the North may %e accﬁéed of having miedirected
many of its attitudes towaréx the Henightedneae and inferiority

of sufithernere and southern ways."

Dr, -H111 cites the case of a distant relative from the
Deep South who "as a child refused to etep outside his famlly's
car parked on a'Cinélnnati gtreet out of a sense of Bestrangement,
fear, and contempt for residents of that (vorder) nortihern city.

As recently as two decades ago such a response wae not altogether

" exceptional - and the same might “e said of analcgous incidents

‘involving northern condescension towards citizens of Dixie.'

Prof. Clement Eaton of the University of Kentucky, a

leading authority on Southern civilization, tells this story

in an essay dealing with the Confaderacy:

When William H. Russe®l, the correspondent.of the Times
of Londrn, was traveling in the United States in the late 1850s

gathering materlal for a travel *ock on America, hs intervieyed'

William H, Seward, the then Secretary of State., Southerners “elieved

that Seward was the red power “ehind A#raham Lincoln, In hié

. . !
interview with Russell, Segard told him that the Southern veople
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were very different from the Northern people. He sald that the
:? soclety of the South (which Dr, Eaton said Beward knew very little
' ahout) was »ased on "wlack la“or and idle extravagance." He descrived
tumhledown o0ld hackney coaches such ag had not *»een seen north of
the Potomac for half a century,harnesses that were never cleaned,
ungroomed horsew, »adly furnished hcuses, »ad cookery, impesrfect -
educztion, He epoke of the North, on the other hand, as a section
of the country where "all was life, enterprige, industry and
mechanical skill."

Prof, Eaton concludes, "Now, if eo intelligent a man had a
stereotype of the South such as Beqard had, what must have “een the

views of the average, untutored Northerner?" (Interpreting American

History, “y John A, Garraty, Macmillan 1970.)

While “oth North and South had tremendous sectional egos
(and apparently the tense should “e present rather than altogether
past), a num-er of historiane argue that the South suffered more
: %

from a false sense of superiority than the North. In part, thie

exaggertited aénse of aﬁperiority and low conceptiecn of Northernere,

‘j-derived from tht W. J. Cash (TheMind of the Soﬁth) termed the

“legend of the Oid South in its classical form" whose "sociel pattern
was manorial, its'civ;lization that ofxthe Cavalier, its ruling
claes an ar;étocrgoy_coextenalﬁe with - the planter group." What had
§-¥ really happened'here, Cash o%-serves, was that "the gentlemanly idea ,

driven from England »y Cromsell, had teken: refuge in the South

®* Refer to tﬁé'dgﬁicle]“The Southernigation of America,"
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and fashioned for iteelf & world to its heart's deslre; a world
singularly pdlished and mellow=zd& andp polsed, wholly dominated *y

ideals of honor and chivalry and no-lesece.'

The Bouthern aristocratic ruling class, which Cash helleved
dominated the Southern way of life desplte its num*efing no more than

some 500 families »y 1860, "required a*ove all thinge a fixed “ackground

the sense of ahsolute security and repnose which proceeds from an
environment which moves in well-worn grooves, and in whioch change

occurs rarely and never awruptly,"

A eocliety's value orientatiors center around the iesuesm of
space and time, cultural anthropologiste tell us. Using those categories
Prof. Hill proposes that the South has *een predominantly oriented
to "fized time" and "fized space" rather than to "moving time" and
"moving space." "Fixed time" is the posture of nostalgia in which
"a people may take its cues and derive its norme from what it once
was or alleged to have “een, %»efore circumstances ploed it at a
disadvangage." "Fixed space" deeserives a society wed to its own
houndariees and the tmaditional practices and arrangments of those
who have lived within them, "Fixed epace" fastens onto how thinge
have “een and endeavors to preeserve the past against eroeive forcee.

It avsolutizes ar sacralizes the way of life of the province. Fetither,

s B

"fixed space" 1s a posture of a*straction, with emphasis on the 4
richtneses of inatitutions and® formal policies. Cultures apvea to find
it easler to “e tightly parochial with a*stractions than with evente

or memories,
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Of the four societal value-orientations, Hill notes, "fixzed
space" is the moet conservative, and commitment to 1t accountes in
large measure for the South'’s parochialism, its containedness, or

ite cultural'sacrednegs,”" in the soclological sense of ths term,

Southerness and thé relatively separatist way of 1life in
the South stayed alive, Prof, Hill o%serves, '"not +ecause of events
or leaders or warg or symholic ceremonial occasions, hut "from the
energizing and identity-providing force that came from the structure
or pattern of a specific and inviola*le arrangement for living
involving “lacks and whites. It eeeme to have een the sheer presence
of Negroes - affirmed to have their special place in thie structurel
arranéement‘— which intensifted and perpetuated reglonal distinctivem-
ness, "

In the South, the adjustment of Negroee had 1-w'a-cmrn-;' involved
with the caste-like elements associated with the vlantation economy.

Ae the large-scale cultimation of to*acco and rice developed after

'?1  1680, the “lack la“or force was driven into unmitigated *ondage.

The emergence of the "cotton culture" and the rpread of the plantation
economy after 1820 a*ruptly ended the hope for the end of slavery
and, a8 Prof, Oscar Handlin wrltes, “oth whites and *»lacks “ecame

mired in a slave econompy.

The legal terms of the “ondage of “lackse “ecame more stringent,

i

the possivility of emancipation narrower, and thk regulation of

the emancipated wlacks more restrictive. After 1830, as the

- aholitiongsts launched an uncompromising attack upcn the whole

ingtitutlon, the defenders of slavery came to Juatify'it as a
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positive good, worthy of perpetuation, and of extension. Thus
white aupremacf “ecame institutionalized at the expense of the
suhjection of “lack people, |

By the 1890s, agrarian andlabor reformers, aflame with
Populist grievances againsgt »ig “»usinesge, focused their hostility
on vulnera“le Negroes rather than on powerful planters and
industrialiste who used the “lacks ae an economic instrument. Nowhere
in the Union wag the plight of the small farmer so desverate as in
the one-crop regilon of the lower South., (The average annual income
of the poor famsxx farmer was $167.) Nowhere else d1d the white farmer

- the "redneck" or "cracker" - hate so intensely. Most of all the

redmeck hated the Negro.

When populism entered the South, Bamuel E Morrison telle use,
it aimed at a political alliance “etween hlacke and poor whites to

wreak the rule of the "Bour-ons." But Tom Watson, the number one
Pophlist

demagogue of the/movement, turned it against the “lacke. He fought

” the

he- Bourbons in Georgie all through/1880s. Elected Congress as

Populist in 1890 ™y the ®otes of “oth “lacks and whites, he was

defeated for a second term, He then adopted the poor white point of

view. That class simply would not vote for a “iracilal party.

From 1906, when he “ecame the moet popular leader in the
South, he outdid every other white demagogue in Negro-+aiting. He
lauded lynching, descrited Booker T. Washington ae "bestial as a
gorilla," and “racketed Cathollce, Socialists, and Jews with Africans in

his catalogue of hate. Throughout the Beep South, profecsional

rah-le-rousers and “nigger-haters" arose - Tillman, Biddo, Ygrdaman,

Blease and othere. They challenged the Bourbon ascendancy, exploited
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efrarian diecontent, ﬁnd geized state governments. In one state

after another, “etween 1890 and 1908, new constitutions which *y rne

device or another disfranchised the “lacks, were adépted *y conventions

wut never su*mitted to popular ratification. Louisiana, which had the

-most propperous and cultivated “lacks of any kxmrxtkrx Southern etate,

had 130,334 “lack people regietered as voters in 1896, “ut the
numer fell to 1342 in eight years, Every legistature elected under

the new constitutions enacted a flood of Jim Crow laws.

The thirty years “etween 1890 and 1920 were the darkest
for the %lack people of America., Lynchings reached their apex in
1892 with 226 extra-Jjudicial mo» murders, 155 of them “lacks. From
that date, the num>er slowly dropped off “ut no fewsr than 50 *lacks
were lynched annually until 1913. According to Prof. Morrison, the

total count of lynchinge from 1889-1918 is 2,522 *lacks and 702

I“%éthers.

In the Far Wes®, lynching was resctded to in the a*sence
or wecause of the weaknees of law, while in the South 1t was vsed
in deflance of law and courts, often after trial andcconviction to
satisfy the vicious hate of the loweet elemente of the povulation.
Not until 1918, was anyone punished in the SHuth for taking part in
a lynching.

When the 20th century opened, almoet 90% of America's

vaet
“lacks 1lived in the South, The conditione nf that/depressed population
get the tone for the status of all. In the firet decades of the new

century, the South remainéd primarily rural. The agricultural system
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had never recovered fully from the destruction of the old
plantation economy.

Howhled - some hystorians say "hypnotized' - hy an
exaggerated sense of honor and = Ygacred right" that %»eyond
common semrs®, RER provincial-minded ante%ellum Southerners
did not realize the strength of the North. (The North consisted of
23 states as compared with 11 states in the Confederacy - although
personal loyalties were sharply.dlviﬁed in four of the slave-ho¥ng
worder states that officially remained in the Union. The North
had a population of 22 million cﬁmpared with the South's 9 million,
including 3.500;060 slavee, The North possessed 92% ~f the country's
industry, including almost all the iron and ste2l mblls and
armament and textile facteries. The South had to depend upon imports
and its fewfx factories for'mahufactured goods, The North xminx
contained over 20,000 miles of railroad, more than douvle the railroad
facilities of the South. The North had sufficient foodstuffs
pro¥ided »y the West, whereae Southern agrléulture was devoted to
tokacco and cotton. The North had more than two-thirde of the
nation's money resources to helfi finance the Civil War. The North

maintained conrtol of the navy andmerchant marine.)

The growth of industrial wealth and the commerdtal activity
in the North prior and su-sequent to the Civil War produced in the
South a stereotyped conception of the Yahkee as a "eounter- jumper"
Iand_ﬁ_moneygra“her, and incliined Southerners to think they would

simply. overrun "those popinjays, those tradespeople of the North,"
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With ite economy and the Bouthern way of life Hade&léﬁ_tha &f
"peculiar institution" of slavery and “kingfcoﬁtoﬁﬁ Boutherners
have not until reletivdky recent times proverly valued the
+usinessman, Evidence of thie is& eseen in the statistic that

on the eve of the Civil War, 11 8outhern states of the Confederacy
produoced only 10 percent of the manufactured goods of the

nation's output,
k’&‘

At the samé'tims. Northerners felt themselves at a
disadvangage and inferior “ecause the original polifical
"estarlishemnt" was Southern - the Virginia dynasty. Four of the
first five Breaidenta were Virginians. The Vlrginia dynasty elevat- ed

Presldents Wy eimply designating the vica-preaidant of a ca»inet

miRX&LER mem-er in a set pattern. The Unitéd States and the %

S

Constittition were made “y “outherners. The idea seeﬁeq to
develop that somghow or other the government was run %»y hy 3

Southerners., The South had %een the dominant force in American

S T

political 1life hefore the Civil War. After the Civil War, the

Repuhlican party emerged as the national party, and the South '~

was now surordinate to the North. - . g;ﬁ

Jimnmy
of Remeidsrk Carter as the first native Southerner to attdsn

the Presidency of the United States in more than a century
assumeg even deeper meaning for the South, and for the unity

of nation as a whdle.
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CHAPTER III -~ ADVENTURE IN SOOIAL UNIFICATION

Through much of Anerican history, our poiitic‘al parties
have in fact Weem secticnal in nature. Even wlth the ascendancy of
the Repu%lican Party under Awreham Lincoln, after the Cywil War
wach party dominated a differént part of the country, the

Democrats in the Bouth, and the Repu*licans over most of the North,

That sectionalism and the 1ts divisiveness was perhaps
most dramatically expresged during the 1924 Democratic comvention,
William Jennings Bryan, the "Great Commoner" from Nebraska -
Richard@ Hofstadter characterized him as "a clrcuiteriding
evangelist in ﬁolitics" - had a galvanic effedt on the farmere
and lahordrs of the South and Weet when at the 1896 Democratic
convention he dékivered hie flery "Cross of Goid" epeech which
won him the Presidentisl nomination. ("You shall not press down
upon the %wrowm of la*or this crown of theorns, you shall?g:ucify
mankind upon a oross of gold.") Bryan's cﬁmpaign waa the leost
protest of the old agrarlaﬁ order agalnet industrialism, and the
lagt attempt of the new order to clean house, to eweep away
the cyniciem and apathy which had been characteristic of American

pdlitice for thitty years.

Bryan, whom the Populists called"the Boy Orator of .
Platte," through his revivalist oratory might inflame theSBible
Belt, but in the Eastern citiees he was regarded as a repellent,
ewen comic figure.Running for President on the strength of a
monomania, namely, free silver and cheap money for the farmgrs,

Bryan was ridiculed and condemened by all "Eastfern Respecta*ility.'

S/
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When Bryan rose before the 1924 Democratic commention
in New York to oppose the denouncing of the Ku Klax K}an Wy
name, contending that "we can exterminate Ku Kluxi¥m »etter
hy recognizing their hmopeaty_and teaching them that they are
woong," he was hissed and-wx %“ooed “y the galleries,

By 1824, the East - which Bryan had called "the enemg's
country" - had given birth to its own Great Commoner in Al
Bmithk. Prohirition and the Klan were the immediate folls in
the duel Smith andBryan had fought. But behind csach antagonist
were ranged the ha%its and prejudices, hopes and frustrations,

prides and hatrede ef two different culturds and two hilstorilcal

eras.

The very eccentrgcities and mannerisms of the two men were
symolic. The “rown défhy and raepirg East 8ide acceﬁt, which
stamped &hith as "one of our »oys' to thé sidewalk masseg, sent
shivers down the splne of Protestant respecta»ility. In turn the
traits mhich made Bryan seem like the voilce of pious morality
and orthodox religbon to his Prohibvitionlet rural Protestant
following - the li*eral use of Biblical images and quotations,
the resonant Chautauqua tones, the heavén-stomping energy — made

him sound like the volce of *“igotry to the urgen masses.

Bryen had made no appzal to class hatred. But his followers
were full of it, and "Pitohfork Ben" Tillman of South Carolina
called upoh_the people to throw off their bondagg to the Eastern

money powers more insolent than the slave power,
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Both men were mauthplecessf of protest - Bryan of the
overmortgaged Bible »elt, Smith of the uriderpaid, melting pot.
Whether éither was understond in tﬁe other’s country was dou*tful,
Could the factory worker really m=xEX aharé the despair of the farmer
watching a sheriff tack a foreclosure ﬁotice on the *arn dnor? Could
the farmer feel the vicarious.terror of the factory masses reading of a
ehirt-waist factory fire in which 14k women were tragped and “urned
alive? The year of the Triangle fire, 1911, was the year Smith firet
went to Alvany. It marked the “eginnbAg of his fight to improve factory
conditions, reduce the houre of la*»or for women, and feor other

soclal legislations.

What Smith embodied waes the revolt of he underfog, urkan
i 1migrant againest the top dog of "old American" stock. His Catholiciem
wae ae essential element in that revolt. The do-called "o0ld"
immigration which settled the farms was drawn largely from Protestant
countriesy-England, Norway, Sweden, and Germany. The "new" 1mmigratioh
after 1885 which crowded the teeming clties came mainly from Italy,
Poland, Russia, Greece, and the disintegrating Haps»urg Empire. The |
larger part of these new immigrante were Catholic. They also included
perhaps 1,500,000 Jews.

Because they came to this country late, these immigrants
;nd their children were eoncentrated 1n.the lower economic rungs.
Moreover, they resented what seemedto them efforts to Borce confommity
to an Anglo-Saxon, Protestant culture, through Sunday Blue Laws,
prohibition, and the Klan. Throughout the "inddstrialized Eaet, the

make-up of soclety was such that Protestantism coincided largely with °
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with the Repu»lican party, with millowners and financiers, with
the sno»»ish mem“ers of the Bxﬁlusive cluvs -~ in short, with the
upper clase, Catholicism, in turn, coincided larg@g®y with
diserimination and sweated lavor, with immigrant minorities who
were lcoked down upon &g inferior “eings - ifr short, the lower
class.

It wae not until the revolution of Franklin Delano Roosevelt
in 1932 that this “alance of separste geogravhical dominances
wag upset, Roosevelt touched off a race to nationalize the “asis
of mf support for “oth narties, By transeforming the Democratic
following in the North from a largely Cathnlic party to one whose
main appeal was economic, Roogevelt began the procese of undermining
Repu-liesan voting strength. They key to that wrosion was a ﬁew tenﬁenc%
bo vote on the “asis of inccme and economic clasé. The a*»ility of |
growing num“-ers of Anericans to vote more Bharply in econédmic terms, |
ﬁppears also to have %“een strengthenéd “y the s-%ing of anti-Cathnlic
feeling during John F, HKennedy's administration and “y the slow

weakening of anti-Negro preduéice in the South.

The redl drama of American politics, Samuel Lu»ell hae noted

in his perceptive study on The Future of American Politics lies

“in the constant struggle for national unification, in a ceaseless
striving for ¥ a more perfect union' madé essential first -y our
continent-epanning expanse, and later on »y the astonishing varlety
of peoples who were dramn to this country. The screws of internal

ad Justment have *een tightened “y the mouthing “urdens of Ieaderqhip

in a time-shortened world," Lu»ell adds:
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"My “asic falth...runs to the “elief that in the long run
the political future %“elongs to the forces of unification. Somehkow,
often in ways that are not readily verceived, the unifying forces

eventually win out over the dividing, separatistx influences."

Lu-ell points to economice, culture, politics, and technology'ﬂ
as "naticnalizing forces" which tend to impose their influencee 5
across the whole nation, overriding its sectional cleaveges, d1fferences
and traditions, These nationalizing forces, he adds, are the carridrs_

of change which disrupt the present and shape the future.

The current era of the Dempcratic party dominance as the %;1
majority coalition on the national political scene has *een, in g
Lu»ell's words, "an adventure in soclal unification.® For‘mé
elements of the New Deal coalition - the children and grandchildren
of all the urkan minorities, *lack and whité Southerners, workers and
fapfiers, - the pro-kams of social unification have “esn "life or
death) issues." The eseential quality of the majority coalition
gathered today in the Lemocratic prerty 1s not ite "li“eralism" or
"conservatism" “ut its timelinees. The elements in thise coalition
must e alive and respongive tn the newer pro-lems around which the

unificatinon of the nation spins.

Of the many trandé xemaiRg remaking the politics of
our time, Lu*ell singles out "the quickening economic revolution iﬁ
the South, which hae altered the dymamics of Soﬁthern sectionalilsm
to where 1t has “ecome a pressure for amefal p&hrmicél unificatioﬂ

with the rest of the nation,"
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IV . THE SOUTH - A MAINSTREAM IN ITSELF - 2b -

The perpetual view of the so-called "Solid South" as a
homogeneous, poor, pastoral, politically powerful “ut growthlees whole
is rapidly “ecoming rédiculous. The time 1e past due for America to

xux cease td¥ing a»out the Bouth as a minority culture. As Wattenverg - °

and SBcammon rightly point out, "when critics &topx thinking of ﬁaya to .

wring it into 'mailnstream’' we will “e striking a “low for accuracy. One-'

third of a nation, after all, is nearly a mainstream in itself."

As suggested in Chaptef One, it is a matter of straight census
fact that the-South today 1s more urkan than not - some 60% - and
there is Bblid_evidence'of mounting wealth, developing modern indsstry,

and vi»rant growth in many Southern arcas.

In-this chapter,'we will seek to profile in some detall the
exteneive transformation in the New South during recent years in
the following areas:

a) Population changes - the Census Bureau's estinmateex of

population changes in metropolitan areas between 1970 and 1974 show

a continuation of the pattern - enormous growth in the '»oom'arcas

of the South and Southwest and a slowing of growth, an® end of growth

or even a logs of population in the older Northern oitisa..In tﬁe last

ten years, nearly eight million people have moved into the states of

the Southeast alone,far outnum-ering the economic exiles, most of them

poor whitee and “lacks, who left to seek opportunity outeide the region.
More than 85 perocent of the natfon's population growth now

takes place in these states, Within the ﬁast Bd yeare, the populeation

of the Southern Rim has Jymped from 40 to 80 million, Texas hgs seen

a 100 percent increage in its population, California has 200 percent.
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Flortda 400 percent, and Krizona—Nevaﬁa L50 nercent or the 50 ff

Btandard Metropolitan Statistical Areaa (8M8Ae) -~ the “ig cities and

their surroundinge ~ 38 with the larﬁest anticipated increases “y

1980 are located in the Sun*elt,

At the same time, movement away from metropelitan areae has
sharply increased. Most recent Bureau of Ceneue statistics show that_
the New York metpopolltan area, in a pattern typical of many older

Northern cities, lost 635,000 resfdents in the ﬁeriod from 1970 to

1974 - at a time when the population of the Bouth and Southwect wae

mushrocming at double the national average.

(W) The Economie Revolution - 4n all the exchangee in population

hetween the regions, the Suh%elt has gained economically. Those moving
South tend to “e aV%ove average 1n_&ncomé and education, while thoee

going North are helow gverage. Jo“s and money are pouring into the

Sunﬁelt at an unprecedented rate. In his ook, The Power Shift,
Kirkpatrick Sale cites what he terms "an autkentic economic revolution,'
which introduced the new postwar industrles of defense, aerospace,
electrofftés, agrirusinese, ollfand-gas extraction as chief?impetua in
the Sun»elt's emergence ae a power. Employment rose 21% 1nIHoustom and
26% in Phoenix in the period from 1970 to 1973, compared to a drop

of 7% and 6% in New York and Philadelphia, respectively. In 1974 alone,
the Southern rim statew received §13 “illion more from the Federal
Government than they paid out in Federal taxes - whiie for the same

period, ntne Northern statee suffered
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a net loes of $20 “illion. The Federal Government, following economic
development policies set years ago, is su-eidizing the shift, Crtiics

now charge that the Government is there»y occntri*uting to the decline

of the older industrialized states. Now these states are Yanding together
- vigz,, the Nov, 1976 conference nf governors of the seven Nerthesstern
states - in Congress and out, to try to get redress. OkserVefa have called
this development whieh "a new war “etween the states."

The ﬁetropolitan expansion of the South and Southwest is character-
1zed for the most part “y a frontier atmoshhere of optimism and an
exuherant faith in the power of capitaliem, hard work, and sel&-relbhdnce.
However, for many of the ovoor and minorities 1ln the region, the Sun*elt
»oom is stlll only a phrase in the newspavers, or a talk-show tovic on
TV. Houston, for many the archetypal Sun%elt city, refledte the region's ]
sometimes harsh emphasis on self-sufficieney and the work ethic in its |
minimal soclial service programs. It has *een called "No. 1 in %“usiness
climate and No. 1 in poverty," '

(¢) National political affairs - the Sun-elt's influence on

nationgl politics is likely to “e two-sided. On one level, 1t will continue
to gain electord votes ,nd seats in Congrese *ecause of its population
goowth, Ae the 1976 Presiddntial election demonstrated, no politicai
party can win a presldential election henceforth without some of the 3South
and some of the “order states who control sixty percent of the magilcal
270 electoral votes needed for victory.

But in a trend underway for a decade, the South has lost
through death, retirement, or polltical defeat a ooed share of thse

powerful committee chairmen who served sc well in obtmining
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outsided approptriations and Jo»-producing military installations -
1né1ud1ng an estimatsd 88 “illion a year »y 1980 that will “e funneled
into these statee in military retirement pay alone, a figure that far
exceeds the current total of Federal general revenue sharing nationwiade,
| In assesseing the pflitical implicatione of this power shift,-

Kirkpatrick Sale (The Power Bhift) contends that the leadership of the Reuth

Southern rim has “een retained “y an "oligarchy of yehoos whose value
systems were dominant “eforethe shift occurred." But soms observers
anticipate a hew model: aﬁ amalgﬁm that is still taking shape »etween the
diverse forcés striving forlleadershlp. a competitfon they say may result
in a »lending of the old and new instead of a triumph of one over the

other.

-

(d) Educational Progress - newly availa»le statistics and
gtudies conducted By the Bouthern Rggional Education Board reveal that
the oﬁerall expenditures for higher educaticn in thé majority of
Qouthern states are now abouve national levels, According to *oard presidant

Winfred L. Godwin,

d
Over the past 15 years, the South has taksn great strikes

towards achieving national varity in extending educatinnal opportunity

'anq_atrengthéning ite ayetéma_of poat-high school lesrning." Among the

si}ides documented “y various educational aﬁencies: -
#National expendituree for hlghér education increased »y

340 percent hetween 1864 amd 3974, But in the South, tﬁs‘riae was 390

perceny, including a 725 pereent increase in South Carolina and rises of

more than 450 percent in quth Carolina, CGrorgia, Virginia, and Mississippl

*Full professors in the South, once the lowest paid in the
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nation, now make an average annual salary of $18,293, or slightly more
than profeesore in the Great Plains and Rocky Mouttain statee, The
Bouthern salary is 85% of tHe 821, 638 received -y Eastern professors,
the Yest paid in the country. Ten years ago, Southern professcrs

made $9,656. That was only 75 vercent of the #12,940 then gning to

Western profeseors, the “s8t paid inthe country in the mid-1960s.

*The South, with slightly more than a fourth of the country's
population and accredited schools, now receives almost a fourth of the
academic ré@search and development funds given to top institutions “y
thg Federal fovernment, Fifteen years ago, the region recelved only
a sixth of the funde. |

#In keeping with a mational trend, the BSouth has greatky
expanded ite community collgze sygtem in the last 15 years. There are now
more than 300 of these institions in the region, a threefold rise in

two decades.

* %*There has “een a major increase in the production of doctorates

in the South, although thie is a mixed “lessing at a time when there'isp_;_

a surplus of doctorates in the nation as a whole. Twenty five years agh;h.'
the region produced only one of every 10 in the nation's PHDg, Now 1t
has one of every five,

(More data of this kind to give a fhller profile of the
educational development, including those involving “lacks.)

A num“er of institutions and graduate departments have
achieved national rankings sufficient tc slow the de®ilitating northward
"“rain drain" of top Southern high school graduates. "O-viously we have

lingering weaknessew," Terry Sanford, the former North Carelina governor
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who-is now president of Duke University, declares, "Bu%f each day
we are becoming more and more dompetitive, more in the mainstream,

The progresa has keen a*solutely remarka*le."

SUMMARY -~ |

Therer 1s then not only a Bro“lem South,'“ut-a New South;jéff;
growing, urvaihindustrial, eduddtsalSouth. Part of tHe Southlands™
has economic and soclal pro-lems — much of it doeg not. Further, the
national demographie correctives are at work in the South as wE elsewhers
in the nation: people are leaving the oro-lem areas, Hut tens of
thousands are flocking to Southern areas wkere progréss of various
sorts is apparent, |

The SBouth comprises a third of our nation, and for the most

prt, 1t stands clearly within our culttiral and economic malnstream.

Radicdl.differences of opinion have the South avpear at times to “e

‘a land epart, »ut 1its citizené. “oth white and “lacks, reveal a -?“

motivational “ehavior quite 1ldentiaal to hat ofm other areas of the

country - Southerners are seeking more and “etter, and so are we all,

Taking into account all_thega factors of change and extraordinény
growth, there seems to “e one ineecapa*le coneclusion -- the SBouth
has risen again and appears destined to vlay a inereasingly eritical
role 1in the shaping of the poliéiess of our nation on oraéfitcally
every level that will affect the lives of all Americans - nolitics,
economics, eduéatioﬁ, culture, And religion, which also means
relations “wetween all religions;, ethnic and faciél groups. And that

means pluralism, the soul of our American democratio society.
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V - THE EVANGELICAL RENAISSANCE 30

The most recent Gallup survey of "Religion in America, 1976"
found that "the American .puhlic is extraordinarily religious," and
“a spiritual renewal" may “e in ite first stages. In fact, Americans
profess a great er level of religious commitment than any other
pajor industrialized society among 60 non—comﬁuniat nations
surveyed +y Gallup International (with the U, S, rankihg only

+ehind Indig among the nations studied.)

Some 132,287,450 persons identified themselvee as mem*ers
of religioue groups in America, according to the National Counell
of Churches statietics for 1975. As one Christian friend ﬁut 1t to
me, "there‘are more Methodist churches in the United States than
there are post offices" (and, hopefully, they deliver their goods
more efficiently!) i

-

Sixty-one percent of Americans say they gre_Protestant.
27 are Roman Catholic, and nearly 3 percent are Jews. Six percent
have no religious preference, In addition, 71 p;rdént sald they
are mem-ers of a church or synagogue, compared with 73 percent in
1952, Despite statistical ups and downs, 1nst1tut11nal mem*ership
in churchee and synagogues rose 46 percent “ntweon 195Q‘and 1970
while the general population declineﬁ By 1971, religioue groupa

recefved more than 40 percent of the #amk total xnitéx\\sx philantirhopi.

giving in our nation. \_

" ‘.\-\."‘f.' s B
The Gallup Intermetional survygy showed religious neltefs

we ongidered "very important" - percent of the persons polled
3 qfairly mnortagt“.panﬁ 5& {dsénot at.all 1mpor€ant".

in the U. 8./(36 percent in Italy and Candda, 26 psrcent of reople

in Benelux - Belgium, Netherlands, and Luxembarg ;??5 percent in

h
W
A

|
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in Australia; 23 percent in the United Kingdom; 22 percént in France:

and 17 percent in West Germany andthe Socandinavian nations.)

Ninety-four percent of the Ameridan people vrofessdd a
helief in God "or a universal epirits," (89% in Candda; 88% in Italy, 80%
in Austrialia; 78% in Benelux; 76% in United Kingdom; 72% in France
and West Germany; and 65% in Scandinavian nations,)

Bixty-nine percent of the Americans affirmed a pelief in
1ife after death" (54% in Candda; 48% in Australia and Benelux; 46 %
in Italgy; 43% in United Kingdeom; 39% in France; 35% in Scandinavia;
and 33% in West Germany). |

Sharp declines in religious interest and nrticipgtion in
the 1960s have bottomed out amrng Americans in the 1970s, and thete
1s 1little evidence of any widespread growth in the disenchantment
with religion in the laet 15 years, concludese the Gallup Opinion
Index study (&Euly 23, 1976, Waehington Post.) |

The percentage *elieving that rsligion was "inoreasing
ites influence on American society" had plunged from 69% in 1957 to
14% 1in 1970. But in 1975, those saying saying religion was increasing
ite influence had risen to 39% of the American public.

‘Forty-four percent of Americans say they have a
"great deal of confidence in organized religilons, 24% say "qhite
a lot", 20% eay "some;“ 9% eay "very 1ittle", and 1% say "none."

In another study puvlishe@ Sept. 22, 1976, poklster
George Gallup reported that "every third Americank 18 and older
says he or she has had a religious conversion experience" similar

to the "worn again" experience of Jimmy Carter. This figure
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projécts to neﬁrly 50 million "worn again Americans,' Galiup,noted.
Among Protestants, a“out half (51%) esay they are "vorn again'
Christians, and 18% of the U, 8. Roman Catholics say they aiao have
had a "vorn egaln" expertence. This, he sald, 1s currently "the hot
movement" in the -@r church today and the year 1976 can “e considered
"the year of the evangelical". He noted that much of the current
interest in the evangelical movement stems from Mr, Carter's candidgey
for President and the pu“lic reactions to Mr, Carté?'a purlic professiorr

of personal plety.

The marke of an evangelical or "worn again" Christian are
listed as including a literal interpretation of the Bible ani a “ellef
that one has an urgent duty to spread the faith -~ to witness,

| Four in 10 nationwide (38%). nearly helf of Protestants (4E%)
and ahout a third of Catholis (31%) hold that the Bidble 1s the actual
word of God and is to “e taken literally. "S80 we ses bhat fundamentalism
ie 8till a very powerful force in religion in America," Gallup stated.

To measure converseion efforts, or witnessing, Gallup'e
pollsters asked their sample of the nafion'a adultse if they had ever
tried to encourage socmecne to “elievexr in Jesus Christ or o accept
Him a8 his or her Savior. "A remarkaﬁly high preoportion asnwered in
the affirmative - 47 percent.," he sald. "The figure ie even higher
among Protestants alone, 58%. The proportion for Protestante is nearly
one-half, andi 6 in 10 among Baptists. Crudely put, no other mgk
denominatione have more salesmen in the field,“ The Episcoplaisans
trall all other major denominations in witnessing, with only about

one in 10 trying to encourage aomeone to “elieve as 3 Chfﬁﬁ&lan.
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Thue, religious fundament lism &s a major factor in U,S, 1ife, and the evangel-
n

ical movement is "the most aignifia t trend" in religion Evangelical churches

have attracted more mem“ers, while "mainline" churchesk have suffered eerious

losses,
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Whethrer the churches in America succeed in providing the moral
and spiritual leaderchip needed today depends in large measures on
two key Eroups in the populat ien: thnse with collesge *ackground
(a fourth of the population) gnd young adultse (ages 18 to 29) who
will eet the tone for religion in the decade ahead and provide
the nation's leadership. "The chuech's declining influence,"

Gallup cald, "has often “een “lamed cn these gwo grouvs -- the

college educated and the yougg -- yet survey evidence strongly

‘suggestes that these groups dould well e in the vanguard of

religioue renewal in this country.

"Levels of religious interest, welief and practice are
remarka»ly high3among young peonple in this country., In addition,
persons with a colkege *ackground in ﬁany respects are as religious
as those with less than a college “ackgrour@."

Social commentators have expresced surorise that so many
people in what they descri*e as a "secularized and Hargely agnostic
nation'have suvnorted a devout evangelical SBouthern Baptist, Jimmy
Cartef. Yetim ¥mxRax the fact appears to be that Amnricana*are
extraordinatrily religiocus nenple, and an estimated two-thirds of -
Probestante are evangelicals., (In the 1975 survey, 20 $ gave their
religlous preference as Baptist, 11% Methedigt, 7% Lutheran, 5%
Presbyterian, and 3% Episcopalian.)

Thus, the findings offer a "positive outlook for

religicn in America as we enter the thttd century of ocur exicetence,"
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VI - SOUTHERN BAPTISTS .. LARGEST CHURCH IN THE WORLD?

The congregation of the First Baptist Church in Charleston,
South'Gafolina, the oldest church in the Southern Baptiet Conventioen,
began planning in Oato%er 1976 for the cele¥rgtion of its 300th
hirthday 1in 1982. The higtoric Chamleston church is one of
108 Southern Baptist churchﬂﬁ/gﬁécgoo years old or oldera

The 1list, complled by the Historical Commission of the
Southern Baptiét éommissien, includes 94 churches which have
pessed the tleentennlal mark and 14 now owserving their “1centenn1a1,
(Virglnia has the highﬂ?t num“er of churches wiuh 59, followdd %y
North Carolina with 25, South Carolina with 20, Geonrgia with 3; and
Maryland with 1,)

Thue, Southern Baptist churches are ameng the oldest in
our nation, Today, they are also among the largest,

The Southern Baptists are among the fastest growing
denomiﬁaticns in this country, numbering a*out 12.8 million mem-ere,
and growing at a rate cof 250,000 persone annually., On an averecge
Sunday now, reports Dr. Foy Valentine, executive secretary of the
Christian Life Commission ¢f the Southsrn Baptist Convefition since
1960, "we baptise in our churches a*out 8,000 new mem»ers," There
ate also some 30 associlations and greups of'independents who new
hring the numter of Baptists in the ngtion ﬁb geome 35 million,
including abvout 12 million American »lack Baptists.

Southern Baptiste organized themselves into a!'Convention"
in 1845 in Augusta, Georgia, The S8BC 1is called a "Convention' rather

thagn a "Church!" because it is nothing more than a loose glliance

of 35,000 Southern Baptist con
€ gregations — about 34
0 of which
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are hlack or predominantly %“lack — that cooperate in misesion
programe., Each congregation sends "messengers" (delegates) to an
annual convention of the “»ody, “ut none of the action taken

is ccnesidered *inding on any of the congregetlons or individuals,
reflecting the volunéairism and strong commitment Rk to freedom
of conscience.

According to the B8HEthérn Baptiet Handbook, the vopulatinns

of the Suhhelt states, excluding Celifernia and Hawaii, grew 38%

from 1950-1$70, while the porulatien nercentage of Southern Bantists

grew 6u4%. "There are now more Baptiste than people," is a standerd
Joke that flites around in convereaticne with Baptists,

In Arizona - which tripled its populations in 25 years to more
than 2.2 million people - Arizona Baptiects have undettaken as part
of the denomination's "Bold Miesion Thrust," to start 100 new
Sunday school and Bi+le fellowships each year®, plus 30 church-tyvpe
missions, The Brizona-Nevada Southern Baptists have developed this
year 22 new missions and "preaching points," They have also
started a "saturation witnees"effort, in which they plan tc personally

confront every person "within the cenvention's area."

Texas claims 2 millioh Southern Baptists, and Georgis and
North Carolina each h,ve more than 1 million., (1list other states and
memberships), Kentucky, with 710,000 “aptised memvers in 2,200
Southern Baptist congregations, ranks seventh in Seouthrn Baptistx
population by states.

The inroads made »y the denominztien ®-ove the Mason-

Dixon line are recent and susstantial, While Tndiana

has only 66,00
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Southern Baptists, Ohio has more than 110,000, The first Southern
Baptist congregation was establishedkt in New York City in 1959; today
there are 70, (ege= article on New York Bantists, esp. black, Hispanics)
Texae and Brizona Baptists hope to increase the Bagptist

percentage of thelr cstates' populations, which have remain&d relatively
constahh since 1960, Florida Baptists, since 1250, have maintained
a ccnstant Baptiet to general populations ratio of one in 10 -
despite huge jumbps in num»ere of people living in the state. By 1980,
Floride is expected to add amohher million-plue ragsidents, and Flerida
Baptists proje®t a three-ysar "bold advance" effort to have 200 new
missions »y the end of the decade,

Today, says Dr, Walter B, Shurden, a Southern Baptist historian
teaching at Louisvlille Seminary, the SBC is gomething more than
"the unofficial state church of the South, Sometimes we've Leen
more Southern than Baptistx, and more Baptiet than Chrietian. But
things are changing." (Dr. Shurden is the author of the histery of
the SBC called, Not A Silent People.)

The Baptiéts have gprea=d far beyond the Southern and Berder
states in recent years and there ere now Baptists in all 50 states
who are gligged with the Southern Baptist Convention. The SBC Home
Miesion Bpard look with scmething like luet at areas outésde the
South and are working at a progranm to eetablish Southern Baptist
congregations in evary county in the United States by the turn of

the century,

"Migsione ia thething that holde us together ae Southarn

Baptists," explains Dr, G, Allen West, director of the Long Rup
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pbaptist Assoclationx 1in Louieville, Kentucky, "Southern Baptists
may disagree on almost anything else. There's a great deal of freedom
in our body. But God hss given us an imperative to be His witnesses,
That's the rezson we'rekaxx here."

Dr. C. B, Dagley, editor of the Western Recorder, the Kentucky
Beptist state newspaver published in Middletown, notes that the
early Baptists "were sort of the disinherited" but that in the
South "we were THE pecple, the Eplscopalians of the community.”
He adde that "Southern Baptiste have *wmcome more respecta*le in other
greas of the mmmmusifyx country. It remains to e seen what the nationa?

imege does to us,"

The rxerk extension of the denomination into all sectlicone
of the country has “een & "wrenching experiasnce' for the fa¥x f;ithful,
according to Dr, W, C, Flelds, who is the 8BC's public releti-ne
director in Nashville, Tenn,, who have a repwtation in some quarters
as purlicly tolerant »ut privately narrow.. "We have heen a rural,
agrarian people in the South," saye Fields, "and there 1s an unholy

momentum that pushes us down the o0ld familiar tracks."

Despite the fact that Southern Baptist congregations can
be found in all 50 etates, it 18 etill a Southern church, still
#ominated »y the folkwaye and culture of that region, still revivalistic
and fm otherworldly/ in spirit,
That revivalistic and heated-up versonal witnessing estyle
- sometimee to the exclusion of interest 16 sccial evils — has “een

a Southern Baptlst staple from the start and is today the focus of

strenuous internal debate among Baptists, (See fzhw Chavter XIII, &n
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"Public and Private Relggion'),

"We have to work on com*“ining personsl regeneration (the
conversion experience) with social reconstructinn,® :sserts Dr.
Henlee Barnette, a Chrietian ethicist at the Louisville Southern
Baptifst Seminary. The ethical "yoke of the kingdom of God ie love
and Justice, Too often religious institutions faile to spesk out on
social justice until it's safe, until the neswepapers have made it an
issue,"

Barnette says the SBC sti1ll suffere from the mistakes of the
"old-timers" — mem who orgenized the SBC in 1845 — and almost 1mmediately
sided with thoee missionaries who wanted tc own both slavas and a clear
consclence, "It's no wonder we can't really attract “lacks," Barnette
compleins, (see Chapter IV-G, "Evangelicals and Blacks").

Bdward Wheeler, who worke for the SBC Home Migsion Board in
Atlanta, is a 30-year-old Southern Baptist pastor who was raised in
the National Baptist Church, which is predominatitly black. "If
any»ody told me five yeara‘ago I'q “e a Southern Baptist," says
Wheeler, "I'd have laughed before I cussed, I thought of Southern
Baptiste in terme of the Misesissinian who went to church on Sunday
night, and after the service exchanged his chokr robex for a Ku Klux
Klan rove and then went down the street to “urn the “lack churches,"

Wheeler says he was "shocked to find skilledmen andwomen
in the 8BC whe r=ally were wregtling to tridge the gap retween the
races, I'm still erazy enough to “elievs it can “e dcne,! says Wheeler
who %“elisves th2 denomination gllcws him the 'freedom to have a s0lid

and conservative theoclogy with an active sociel outreach."
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Dr. John Howell, pastor of Loulsville's oresitigious Crescent
Hill Baptist Church, admits that there remaln some 'narrow,
hidebound, fundementelists" within the Southern Baptist €onvefthion,
"But something important is haprening," says Howell, "We find & number
of Southern Baptiste who are able to integrate their Christian fzith
with the world. Jimmy Carter is a good example of this new *reed,
Dancing and drinking ueed tc *e our mmXmrx mejor concerns, New it's

ci®?il rights and really important fdsues,"

Dr, Duke McCall, for the last 25 years president of the
Louisville Southern Baptist Seminary, staunchly holds that Carter's
candidacy and the resulting investigatinon of the "Baptist mentality"’
have bezsn a *nost for the old "Jolly Gray Glant." It'a the first
time the S3C has had a national mirror in which tr see itself, MdCall
says. "I dcn't necessarilykX like what I'm sseing., I don't have
a rosy-eyed view of Soutbern Béptiats, knowing what I knnaw about
human nature, But I'm rather pleased we're doing 28 well as others
seem to think we are."

Dr, C, Relton Gaddy, a member of the SBC Christian Lifé
Commission in Nashvillefl and e former pastor of Louisville's
Beechwood Baptist Church, findﬁhn his denominzation "an dépporunity
to livecout in action the relaticnship bvetween dlecipleship end

citizenship...and the freedom to “e different,"

Summarizing these tendenciss, Dr, Fields asserts, "Welwe
finally Joined the Unilen., Cur denomination, cur style of werklbip,

our thought patterss, will likely change to *e more like the reet

of the country." Others ccontend that Southern Baptists needn't move.

the rest of the country is rapidly Joining them,
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The coming out of the Southern Eoptiet Convention has arrived
on the winge of Catrterils candidacy and it has "chic" written 211
over it, "Now 1t's coneidered exciting to be a Southern Bapticst,!
Pat Pattillo, a vice-presidemth at Louisville's Southern Bavtist
Theolcgicai Seminary, told Bruce Buurema of Louisville Courisr Journal
(Oct, 25, 1974)., "Cartsr is part of it, but so is success. Success

has %“een our ally."

That success is manifest in the impressive reality that
today, the Scuthern Baptistes are the largest Protestant denomination
in the U, S, They are confddent, Dr, James T, Baker of Western
Kentucky University comments somewha t caustically, "that given
enough time and patience and energy, all three of which they have in
avbundance, they will eventually “ecome the largesst church in the

world." (Southern Baptists in the Seventies, Christian Century,

June 27, 1973.)

However exagzerated that clalm may appear to be, the prefile
of Southern Baptist growth - and its implications for the general
society — deserve thoughtful attention and evalustinn, Consider this
additional data:

In 1974, Southern Baptiste contributed a total of
In 1976, the SBC renorted a 12.4% increase over 1975 contributions.
$1, 3&2 L79,619 or 8107 per capita. /(anen in Baptist churches have
contthbuted more than $25 million, survassing their goal “y more than
$1 million, and reaching it much earlier than anticipated. )

Baptists support some 5,000 missionarles zt home and abroad, and

in 1976 the SBC Foreign Mlgsion Board has been asked
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to provide 1,330 n2w missionaries in 1977 for expanding and
continuing work in 84 countries, (Of the total requests for 1977,
L2% were for general evangelists —- a "preacher" missionart who works
with pastors, tralns church tRa leaderse, plants church=s and miesions
points; helps estahlished churches grow and premotee church and denomf
inational procrams., In additicna to general evangellsts, other top
priorities in 1977 include requests for 36 physiclans, 34 nurses,

9 dentists, 16 secondary educatinn tzadhers and 14 college teachers. ).

Thie contrasts with the state of financlal support of
a major "liveral Protestant" dennminafion; the United Preshyterian
Church, which on Dec. 8, 1976, announced “ndget cuts of more than
10% for 1977. The new *udget of $28,489,205 for ths Areskyteriang'
world and fjgtienal work ie #$3,326,777 lower than the 1975 figure.
. The reducticne mean, according to the Beligioﬁs News B&rvice report,
that 21 persons will lose their Jjo*s, and that 37 unfilled staff
positions will »e a*nlished. None of the LO3 Pres-yterian missionaries
is “eing recalled, “»ut those who retire or resign in 1977 will not
“e replaced, The denominatinn's micssionary total at the end of next

year is 3640.

The B3C Home Missions Board has projected an evangelizing
program for 1976-1979 whose purpcee 18 to reallize an "innovative, strong
mission policy for all Aerida.," In 1974, they cnnducted interracial
crusades in seven major citlee of New England, which was an expressioen
of their growing involvement in inner cltles, and in working with

blacks, Hispanics, ethnic groups, the aging, woung penple, ae well

as with Ara» Muslims, Buddhists, Jews (see chapter ¥ XIV A, "Evan
o “vangelicak
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and Jews"), and a special minietry geared for the United Nations
personnel.

A1l of which suggests that the general images of Southern
Baptists as "rednecke," "erackers," '"poor white trash," and
"dirt eatere," have 1little relationship to the socio-economic
transforméition in recent decades of that large community into a
predominantly white-collar denomination, In a recent study, 1t was
found, for example, that Georgla Baptists are far more white-conllar
than the state as w a whole. The state's population conststs of
about 49 percent white-collar workazrs and 51 vercent “lue-collar.

M"But 73 percent of the people in the averaz e Baptist church on

Sunday morning are white-collar." (Home Missions, Sept., 1976.)

And the sane is true of Southern Baptiste in all states where the
denomination has long been established, the study adds, Most
"First Churches" are led »y first families, oprofessiocnal people,
husiness owners - the "esta“lishment! of the community. (The
preeident of Holiday Inne is a Bible-*elieving Baptist, as are
the presidents of such multi-national corporstions as Genesco,

Fgytheon, emonz others in the top echelnne of corporate life. )

One index of the growing cultural impect of the evangelical
Christiens 1ia registered in the booming cale of religious *“ooks,
According to the Ascociation of American Pu-lishers, religious
or inspiratiocnal *ooks posted & sales increase more than twice as
large as sccular works, The Xa fastest selling titlés in the nation
during &kax each of the last four years has had a religious or

inspirational theme,

The Rev, Billy Graham'e latest book, Angels — which has sold
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more than 1.5 million copies - was the niggest %zrEx selling %ook
of 1975, The Christian Booksellers Assocsation, a trade group m
consisting mainly of evangelical book stores and purlishers, expects
a 17 to 21 percent annual incrsase in religious “ook sales through
1982. This will come as something of a revelaticn to many non-evangelic—
als and to non-Southerners, since the Northern media tend to %e
out-of touch with this "parochial' world, or else treat it with

some disdain.

Ancther sign of such cultural impact is seen in the growth
of severél hundred "Christian' radio and TV etations that carry
large numrers of evangelical_programs, most of which are related
to the National Religlous Broadcasters Assockation., In Dec, 1975,
tha World Satellite Network inauguratsd a 'global satellite te¥evielon
network for Christ — man's firet telecast of the Gospel frem Xkex
outer space on Rkxirtdaax Christmee for 1975." Billed as "God's
plan for eeaching the world wifh the 'good news' zntering the
sixth revelution of speech (1st/ spoken work; 2nd/ writing; 3rd/
printing; 4th/ radio; 5th/ television; 6th/ satellite), the satellite
progrram featured Coloned James B, Irwin, Apollo 15 astronaut as
Evangelicel host,

There are now major Christian TV networks, including the

Christian Broadeast Network of Norfelk, Va.: the Praise the Lord
Club of Charlotte, N, C,; the Faith Brogdcasting Network, Inc, of
Minneapolis, Minn, - all of which are devoted to promoting "Christian

family programe" as well as "epiritual messages." The Faith

Broadcasfing Network 1e battling with e commerciazl TV station for
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the right te operate a Twin Cities' area televielon, The mewkzxk
Chrigtian netqprk's oresident, Rich Life, an evangelist nf
Ridley, Minn,, argued that the ares needs a "Christian"atetion
hecauge of the amount of crime and vienlence programs on exleting
stations. He aleoc said the main reason for his station would %“e
"to “ring the messagze of Christ to the more than 3 million people

in this area.,"

Cultural impacte of the rise of evangelicalism can e
measured »y a num>er of othsr indices - the popularity of
country mueic, Sxadxfkex Brand Ole Opry, Mary Hartmen-Mary Hattman,
"The Texas Trilogy" on Broadway.A?hortly after the election of
President-eledt Jimmy Carter, one mEidx gcid-tongued comedienne
announced that "we can now expedt four years of Beverly Hill-Billies
in the White House." The audience laughter was nervous and hesttent,
a mixture of comic cathargie and residudl anxiety over the
unknown South,

Anéd, finally, pnerhape the most winsome testimony te
the emergent evangeligation of America's popular culture is
reflected in the election of Misa Revecca Ann Reild, 17, as Mise
Teenage America of 1977. On *eing crownsd winner nvér L& other
talented finalists in a competitién which attracted 20,000 teen-age
women across the U, 8,, "Becky", who is an active Southern Baptist
from Dallas, sgid:

"God deserves the credit for all this: certainly not me,

A long time ago I Jjust dedicated all hhat I had to give to God. Iwant

him to uee my talent, that's the most impoptant thing., And He nh
. as
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taken 1t and let me use 1t In wonderful weys, As I tried out for
Miss Tcenage Dallas, I thought about winning, of course, “ut I asked
God to Just take me and use me. And that'e what I want to & now
with me as Miss Teenage America,"

Becky recently signed an autograph for an admiring sixth grader
with these words:

"I hope that you will alwaeys be directed® hy God and may He
continue to-shins through yvouv, Best wishes always, Love in Christ,
Becky.," |

The Miss Teenage America title gives her a $12,000 scholarship,
personal appearancss, a trip to Hollywood for the Bobv Hope Chrietmas
speclal, pak places of honer in the Orgnge Bowl andCotton Bowl parades,
and aesignments on behalf of the Easter Szals and National Cyetic

Finrosis campaigns.
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VI - SOUTHERN BAPTISTS ~ LARGEST CHURCH IN THE WORLD?

The congregation of the Firast Baptiet Church in Charleston,
South Caroclina, the oldest church in the Southern Baptist Convention,
began planning 1n-Oatover 1976 for the celevration of ite 300th
“irthday in 1982. The historic Charleston church is one of
108 Southern Baptist churoheﬂ/:gécgoo yeare old or oldern

The 1ist, complled by the Historical Commlssion of the
Southern Baptiet @ommission, includes 94 churches which have
passed the bieeﬂtennial mark and 14 now o“esrving their “icentennial,
(Virginia has the highagt numher of churches with 59, followdd “y
North Carolina with 25, ‘Bouth Carolina with 20, Georgia with 3, and
Maryland with 1.)

Thue, Southern Baptist churches are among the oldest in
our nation. Today, they are also among the largest.

The Southern Baptists arg among the fastest growing
denominations in this country, numbering a-out 12.8 million mem-ers,
and growing at a rate of 250,000 persons annually. On an averacge
Bundey now, reporte Dr, Foy Valentine, executive eecretary of the
Chrietian Life Commission of the Southern Baptist Convesstion since
1960, "we baptige in our churches a*out 8,000 new mem*ers." There
ate aleo some 30 assoclations and grcups of independente who ﬁﬁw
»ring the num*er of Baptists in the nation to some 35 million,
including about 12 million American »lack Baptiste,.

Southern Baptists organized themselves into a"Convention"

in 1845 in Augusta, CGeorgia. The SBC is called a "Convention" rather

'than a "Church" because it 1s nothing more than a loose alllance

of 35,000 Southern Baptist congregations - about 340 of which



35

are hlack or predominantly %“laok -~ that cooperate in mission
prbgrams. Each congregation sends "messengers" (delegates) to an
annual conﬁéntion of the »ody, “ut none of the action taken

is congidered “»inding on any of the congregations or individuals,
reflecting the volun&&rism and strong commitment r& to freedom

of conscience.

According to the SBAtHErn Battist Handbonk, the populationes

of the Suhhelt states, exdludiﬁg'ﬁﬁlifornla and Hawaii, grew 38%

from 1950-1970, while the pooulation percentage of Southern Bavtists

grew 64%. "There are now more Baptiste than peopnle," 1e a standard
Joke that f1ite around in conversations with Baptists.

In Arizona - which tridled its populations in 25 yeare to more
than 2,2 millien psople - Arizena Baptiets have undetfiaken as part
of the denomination's "Bold Mission Thrust," to etart 100 new
Sunday school and Bi*le fellowships each yearxz, plus 30 church-type
missione. The Erizona—Nevada'Bouthern Baptists have developed this
year 22 new missione and "preaching points,"” They have also
started a "saturation witnesg"effort, in which they plan to versonally

confront every person "within the convention's area,"

Texas claims 2 millioh Southern Baptists, and Georgila and
North Carolina each hyve ﬂore than 1 million., (1list other states and
memberships). Kentucky, with 710,000 »antiged mem¥ers in 2,200
Southern Baptist congregationg, rankq seventh in Southrn Baptistx
population by states. o

The inroads made »y the denomination k-ove the Mason-

Dixon line are recent and susstantial. While Indiana has only 66,000
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Southern Baptists, Ohio has more than 110,000, The first Southern
‘Baptist congregation was establishedx in New York City in 1959; today
there are 70.(se= article on New York Bantists, esp. black, Hispanics)
Texae and Erizona Baptists hope to increase the Bgptist

percentage of theilr states' populatione, which have remainéd relatively
constatth since 1960. Florida Baptists, since 1950, have maintained
a constant Baptist to general pooulations ratio of one in 10 -
despite huge Jﬁmps in num>ere of pabple living in the state. By 1980,
Florida 1s expected to add amobher million-plus residents, andi Flnrida
Baptists projedt a three-year "bold advance" effort to have 200 new
missions »y the end of the decade.

Today, eays Dr. Walter B, Shurden, a Southern Baptiet historian
teaching at Louisville Seminary, the SBC is something mdre than
"the unofficial state church of the South., Sometimee we've been
more Southern than Baptistx, and more Baptist than Christian. But
things are changing." (Dr. Shurden is the author of the histery of
the SBC called, Not A Silent People.)

The Baptiste have gpreasd far beyond the Southerh and Border
states in recent years and there are now Baptists in alll50 statee
who are aligged with the Southern Baptist CbnventiohT The SBC Home
Micsion Bpard look with something like luet at arsas outétde the
South and are working at a ﬁrogram to establish Bouthern Baptist
congregations in every county in the United 8Btates by the turn of
the century.

"Missions is thething that holds us together as Southern

Baptists," explaine Dr. G, Allen Weet, director of the Long Run
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Baptist Associationx in Loulsville, Kentucky, "Southern Baptists

may disagree on almost anything else. Thers's a gresat deal of freedom
in_our body. But God has given ues an imperative to be His witneeses.
That'e the reason we'rek=xx here,"

Dr, C, B, Daley, editor of the Western Recorder, the Kentucky
Baptist state newspaper published in Middletown, notes that the
early Baptists 'were sort of the disinherited” but that in the
Bouth "we were THE people, the Episcopalians of the community."
He adds that "Southern Baptists have %ecome more respecta*le in other
greas of the smmmurXiyx country. It remaline to e seen what the nationaX

image does to us.'

The =xer% extension of the denomination into all ssctions
of the country has “een a "wrenching experience" for the fafx fglthful,
according to Dr. W, C, Fields, who ie the BB3C's public relaticns
director in Nashville, Tenn., who have a repetation in some éuarters
ae purlicly tolerant *ut privatély narrow, "VWe have “een a rural,
agrarian people in the Bouth," says Fielde, "and there is an unholy

momentum that pushes us down the old familiar tracks."

Despite the fact that Southern Beptist congregations can

be found 1in all 50 statee, it is still a Bouthern church, stll
fominated Wy the folkways and culture of that region, still revivelistic
and fm otherworldly/ in spirit,

That revivalistic and heated-up versonal witnessing etyle
- sometimes to the exclusion of interest in social evils - has “een
a Southern Baptist staple from the start and is today the focus of

strenuous internal debate among Baptists, (Bee fakp Chapter XIITI, #mn
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"Public and Private Relggion").
"We havwe to work on com*ining personal regeneration (the
conversion experience) with social reconstruction, :sserte Dr.

Henlee Barnette, a Chrietian ethicist at the Louiwville Southern

Baptifst Seminary. The ethical "yoke of the kingdom of God 1is love

-and Justice. Too often religious inetitutions fails to speak out on

gocial Justice until it's safe, until the newspapere have made it an
issue, " |

Barnette says.the SBC sfill suffere from the mistakes of the
"old-timers" -~ mem who organized the SBC in 1845 — and almost immediatel
glded with those miesicnaries whe wahted to own both slaves and a clear
conscience. "It's no wonder we can't really attract “lacke," Barnette
complains. (see Chapter IV-C, "Evangelicals and Blacks").

BEdward Wheeler, who works for the SBC Home Mission Boaré in
Atlanta, is a 30-year-old Southern Baptist pastor who was raised in
the National Baptist Church, which 1s predominahtly black. "if
anyrody told me five years ago I'd “e a Southern Bapfist.“ says

Wheeler, "I'd have laughed before I cussed, I thought of Southern

~ Baptiste in terms of the Mississivnian who went to church on Sunday

night, and after the service exchanged his chotr robex for a Ku Klux

Klan rove and then went down the street tn “urn the »lack churches."
Wheeler says he was "shocked te find skilledmen andwomen

in the SBC who r=ally were wrestling to bridge th= gap “etween the

racee, I'm still crazy enough to “elieve it can “e dcne," saye Wheeler

who helieves the denomination ailowe him the "freedom to-have a solid

and conservative theology with an active soéial outreach.,'
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Dr, John Howell, pastor of Louisville's presitigious Crescent
Hill Baptist Church, admits that there remain some "narrow,
hidebound, fundamentaliste" within the Southern Baptist €onvetthion,
“"but something important is happening," says Howell, "We find & number
of Southern Baptists who are able to integrate their Christian faith
with the whrld. Jimmy Carter is a good example of this new %reed.
Dancing and drinking used to *e our rairx major concerns, Now it's

ci?il rights and really important fd4sues,"

Dr. Duke McCall, for the last 25 years pregident of the
Louisville Southern Baptist Seminary, staunchly holds that Carter's
candidacy and the resulting inveetigation of the "Baptist mentality"
have been a “oéat for the old "Jolly Gray Giagnt." It's the first
time the SBC has had a naticnal mirror in which te gee 1tself, MdCall
saye. "I don't necessarilyX like what I'm seeing. I don't have
a rosy-eyed view of Southern Baptists, knowing what I know about
human nature, But I'm rather pleased we're doing as well as others
seem to think we are." _ _ |

Dr., C. Relton Gaddy, a member of the 9BC Christian Lifé
Cbmmisaion in Nashﬂilled and a former vastor of Lauiavilléfs
Beechwood Baptist Church,'find in hie den;mination "an épporunity ﬂ
to livecout in action the relationship between discipleehip gnd

citizenship...and the freedom te »e different.

Summarizing these tendencies, Dr., Fields asserts, "Welve - _.--
finally Joined the Unien. Our denomination, our style of worklip,
our thought patterse, will likely change to “e more like the rest

of the country." Others contend that Southern Baptists needn't move;
the rest of the country is rapidly Jotn*ng them, - _
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The coming'out of the Bouthern Baptist Convention has arrivgd
on the winge of Catterié candidacy and it has "chic" written all
over it. "Now it's considered exciting to be a Southern Baptist,'
Pat Patﬁillo. a vlce—ﬁreaidémn at Louleville's Southern Bavntist
Theological Seminary, told Bruce Buursma or.Louiaville Courier Journal

(Oet. 25, 1976). "Carter is part of it, but so is success. Success

has %»een our ally."

That succees 1s manifeet in the impressive reality that
today, the Southern Baptiste are the largest Protestant denomination

in the U, 8. They are confddent, Dr. James T. Baker of Western

- Kentucky Univereity comments somewha t caustically, "that given

enough time and patience and energy, all three of which they have in

‘abundance, they will eventually “ecome the largest church in the

world," (Southern Baptists in the'Se\Bnties,_Chrietign Dentury,
June 27, 1973.)

However exaggerated that claim may appear to be, the profile
of Southern Baptist growth - and its 1mp11cat1§na for the general
soclety - deserve thoughtful attention and evaluatinn, Consider this
additional -data:

In 1974, Southern Baptiste contributed a total of
In 1976, the 83C reported a 12.4% increase over 1975 contributions.
81, sz 479,619 or $107 per capita./(Women in Baptist churches have
contkthbuted more than $25 million, eurpaasing their gpal Wy more than
$1 million, and reaching 1t much earlier than anticipated )
Baptlate gsupport some 5,000 missionaries at home anq abroad, and
in 1976 the SBC Foreign Miselon Board has been asked¥

! \
!
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to provide 1,330 new missionariss in 1977 for exmanding and
continuing work in 84 countries. (Of the total requewts for 1977,
U2% were for general evangelists -- a "preacher" micsionart whd'worka
with pastors, trains church ?2a leaders, plants churches and missions
points, helps estanvlished churcheg grow and promotss church and denom@
inational prozrams, In additirnz to gensral evangelists, other top

priorities in 1977 include requesta for 36 vhysicians, 3L nurses,

9 dentists, 16 sscondary educetisn teadhers and 14 eollege teachere.).

This contrasts with the state of financial support of
a major "liveral Protestant" dennmination, the United Pres-yterian
Church, which on Dec. 8, 1976, announced %“udget cuts of more than
10% for 1977, The new “udget of $28,489,205 for the Bres-yterians'
world and antional work is £3,326,777 lower than the 1975 figure.
The reducticne mean, accord‘ng to the Religious News g4rvice report,
that 21 persons will leose their Jjons, and that.j?_unfilled staff
positions will »e a*nlished, None of the 403 Pres-yterian missirnaries
is »eing recalled, “ut those who retire or resign 4in 1977 will not
Qe replaced. The denomination's miesionary total at the end of next

year is 360,

The 530 Home Missions Board has projected an evangelizing
program for 1976-1979 whose purpogse is to reallze an "innovative, strong
mission policy for all Anerida." In 1974k, they cnnducted interracial
crusades in seven major cities of New England, which was an expression
of their growing involvenment in inner eities, and in working with
Slacks, Hispanics, etﬁnic groupe, the aging,-uoung people, as well

as with Ara- Muslime, Buddhists, Jews (eee chapter X XIV-A, "Evangelica®
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ané Jews"), and a special ministry geared for the United Nations
personnel,

All of which suggests that the general i‘magee of Southern
Baptiste as "rednecks," "erackers," "ponor white trash," and
"dirt eaters," have 1little relationship to the soclio-ecnnomic
transformition 1in recent decades of that large community into a
predominantly white-collar denomination. In a recent study, 1t was
found, for example, that Georgla Baptiste are far more white-collar
than the state as w a whole. The state's populattnn-constats of
about 49 psrcent white-collar workers and 51 percent *»lue-collar.
"But 73 percent of the people in the saverag o Baptiet church on

Sunday morning are white-collar." (Home Missions, Sept. 1976.)

And the aaﬁe 18 true of Southern Baptists in all states where the
denomination has long been esta®lisghed, the study adds. Most
“First Churches" are led -y first families, orofessinnal veople,
husinees owners - the "esta%lishment" of the community. (The
pregident of Holiday Inne 18 a glble—%elievlng Baptiet, aa’are
the presidente of euéh multi-national corporations ae (enesco,

Raytheon, emong others in the top echelnns of corporate life.)

| _ Ohe index of the growing cultural impact nf the evangelical
Chfistians ia registered in the booming sale of rel;gibua *ooks,
Locording to the Assoclation of American Pu-lishers, religious
or 1nsp1rational wooks posted a sales increase more than twice as
large a8 secular works. The Xu fastest selling titlés in the nation
during kkax each of the last four years has had a religiocus or
inepirational theme. .

The Rev, Billy Graham'e latest book, Angels - which has sold
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more than 1.5 million copies - was the »iggés® Xemfx eelling ook

—_— -

of 1975. The Christian Booksellers Association, a trade group =x
coneisting malnly of evangelical book stores and nu-lishers, expects

a 17 to 21 percent annual increase in religious ook sales through
1982. This will come as something of a revelaticn to many non-evangelic
alse and to non-Southerners, since the Northern media tand to %e

out-of touch with thie "vparochial" world, or else treat it with

some disdain.

Another sign of such cultural impact is eeen in the growth
of several hundred "Christian" radio and TV etatione that carry
large num-ere of evangelical programs, most of which are related
to the National Religious Broadcasters Assochation. In Dee. 1975,
the World Satellite Network inaugurated a '"globdal satellite te¥evision
network for Christ .t man's firet telecast of Fhe Gospel from tkex
OUter space oOn ﬂhrxntmagx Chrietmae for 1975." Billed as "God's
plan for Beaching the world with the 'good news' entering the
sixth revolution of speech (1lst/ spoken wor&k; 2nd/ writing; 3rd/
printing; 4th/ radio; 5th/ television; 6th/ satellite), the satellite
progrram featured Coloned James B, Irwin, Apollo 15 astronaut as
Evangelical host,

There are now major Chrietian TV networks, including the

Christian Broadeast Network of Norfolk, Va;; the Praige the Lord
Club of Charlotte, N. C.; the Failth Brogdcasting Network, Inc. of
Minneapolis, Minn. - all of which are devoted to promoting "Christian
family programs" as well as "spiritual messages." The Falth

Broadecasting Network 1s battling with a commercial TV station‘for
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the right to operate a Twin Cities' area televigion, The mewtmxk
Christian network's president, Rich Life, an avangeligt of P
Ridley, Minn,, argued that the area needs a "Christian'atation
recause of the amount of crime and violence programs on existing

stations, He aleso sald the main reascn for his station would *e

"tq “ring the message of Christ to the more than 3 million people

in thie area,"

Cultural impacte of the rise of evangelicalism can e
measured by a num»er of other indices - the popularity of
country music, &rxadxfi¥sx Brand Ole Opry, Mary Hartmen-Mary Haptman,
hThe Texas Trilogy" on Broadway. Shortly after the election of
Presldent-eleét Jimmy Carter, one mmei@x gcid-tongued comedienﬁe
announced that "we can now expedt four years of Beverly Hill-Billies
in the White House.' The‘audienoe laughter was nervous and hesttant,
a mixture of comic catharsis and residudl anxiety over the

unknown South, <

And, finally, Derhqga the most winesome tgétimony to
the emergent evangeligation oégiﬁerica'a popular chlture is
reflected in the election of Mies Rebecca~Ann~Héid. 17, as Miés_
Teenage America of i???. On “eing crowned winner over L& other '
tglented finaliséé in a competitiaén which attracted 20,000 teen-age
-'§aﬁéﬁ";55053”fie*ﬁ;39;;'“Eégky“, who 18 an active Southern Bavtist
fréh Dallas, sgid:

‘ "God deserves the credit for all this; certainly not me,
A long time ago I Jjust dedicated all hhat I had to give to God. Iwant

him to use my talent, that's the most impottant thing. And He has .

|
|
y

|
|
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taken it and let me use it £n wonderful ways. As I tried out for _@;I
Migs Teenage Dallas, I thought‘about winning, of course, “ut I asked
God to just téke me and use me. And that's what I want to & now
with me as Mise Teenage America.'

| Becky recently signed an autograph for an admiring aixth grader
ﬁith these words: : '
"I hope that you will always be directedk hy God and may He

continye to shine through you. Best wishes always. Love in Christ,

 Becky., "

The Miéa qunége America title gives her a $12,000 scherlarship,
personal appearances, a trip to Hbllywpod for the Béﬁ“prehEDristmas_, -
speclal,.pak places of honor in the Orgnge Bowl andCotton Bowi-p;;gaééiwah
and assignments on behalf of the Easter Seals and National Cyetic -

Fiwroeis campaigns,






