*
AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES
G406 4 b

:‘1.> ;¥ ¥o

2, >

” X
3>y

THE JACOB RADER MARCUS CENTER OF THE

AMERICAN JEWISH ARCHIVES

Preserving American Jewish History

MS-603: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum Collection, 1945-1992.
Series A: Writings and Addresses. 1947-1991

Box 3, Folder 15, "Gov. Jimmy Carter's Candidacy - The Fourth
Great Awakening?", 1976.

3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
(513) 221-1875 phone, (513) 221-7812 fax
americanjewisharchives.org



GOV. JIMMY CARTER'S CANDIDACY -
THE FOURTH GREAT AWAKENING?

by Marc H. Tanenbaum

The nomination of Governor Jimmy Carter as Democraftic candidate
fort the Presidenfcy of the United Statee has introduced a new element
into the American national political scene hut an o0ld element in
American soclety. For the firet time in modern politices, a presidential
candidate has publicly identified himeelf ae an evangelical "horn agailn
Christian and hae epoken freely of hie personal religious convictions
and their relef®onehip to hie political hehaviior.

“The most important thing in my life is Jesue Christ," Carter
hae testified, "I turn to Him in prayer daily and hefore every decielon
I have to make which affects the life of 6thers...I don't want anything
that's not God's will for my life." (From an interview with the

Aesociated Prese, May 24, 1976).

The Democraftic National Canvention in July nominated Carter
aad his vice-préidential running mate, Sepatbor Walter "Fritz" Mondade,
in a carnival-like demonstration of yubilant unity which Rmex gended)
kﬂfyy-momentarily)to give the impression that the ddtbte and misgivings
about Carter-as-Presidert were somehow resolved,i;n&=%ha%—%he~mttn

task that Itewihisad le mainly Enms the conventional politival-ene

C Vvic And yet it is

significant that during the weeks following the post-convention period,
the same doubts and misgivings were given wide purlic utterance, and
to a very large extent, much of that queetionding revolved about

"the mystery" of what it #£¥] mean for America to have a "»orn again'
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Governor Carter is himeelf obviously consclous of the ambivalences
raised in the public mind,kyxkimx especilally in hhe non-evangelical
world of northerners and liherals, by hie profession of x Baptiet faith.
In an interview with the editor of the the World Mission Journal,

a publication of the Southern Baptiet Convention Brotherhood Commission,
of which the Democratic standard-bearer is a trustee, Gov., Carter was
asked what he thought was the rcaction of non-evangelical reportere
to hie statemente ahout his personal religlous conversion, His reply:
“It ia very difficult for anyone who has not had that

experlence to understand,..Many of the newsmen who ask a“out this never
had this experience, Some of them are downright cynical ahout it, Iz
think i1t worriss gome of them." He added that "a lot of news repooters
are myst¥fied” by his spiritual autobiography. "I don't think they douht
my sincerity, but they Jjust don't understand., I don't make a »igm 1scue
of &£x it, bhut neighér do I hesitate to say puhlicly that the moet
important thing in my life is Jesus Christ." (May 13, 1976,RNS).

Gemerally in the past, as the Rev, Jamee Wall, editor of
the influential ecumenical weeskly, Christian Century, has noted, it
L.a8 been agsumed that religlious references »y puhlic o“ficials were not
to be taken seriously. But now oub leading candidates are clearly not
Joking, They mean it, "

EnaxpihaexdandidaLeEx

While most of the attantion hae been focused on Carter's
bdliefs, the heightened puhlicity has also 1lifted up to puhbllic &tention
the evang2lical commitments of hoth Presideet Ford and Cov, Ronald
Regan. President Ford, an Episcopalian, ie also of an evangleical %ent.

He says that his religious falth 1is "a personal thing" and tells reporters
that "I rely on for guidance from my Godq,* Hle son, Michael, 1s a

seminarian at the evangelical Gordon-Conwpsy Seminary in Mass., The
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The President's closest epftitual sé&visor, Michangn evanglist Billy
Zoili, sende the President a weekly memo of sviritual guidance. The
President has written to him, "Because I've trusted Christ tobe
my Savior, my life is His.,'

Repuhlican candidate Ronald Regan, a memher of the Christian
Chureh (Disciples of Chriet), onee a Sunday School teacher, now
attends Bexlaire Presbyterian church in Los AngelesE, an evangelically-
oriented congregation, Regan's wife, Nancy, says he prays before every

ma jor decision.





