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The Boat People: 
fI Plea to BOIIIGn't" 

Like the Jews escaping the 
Holocaust, refugees from 
Vietnam and Cambodl4 are 
cast adnft In a seemingly 
uncaring world For the sake 
of CIVilIZatIOn, we must act now 
to save them A Vietnamese I.JUgee boat In th. South China Sea 

B~ "aft'! B. T ......... . 
Tht dro ... n."I of 200 \'letn.ft1eH bo.t people IQt 

.. ""k of!" lb, ahoru of Mala, ... dramatIzed the "' .. 
n'llMH o(w human'tanan cnllI that IIlwd\l,. bUlk! m, up In SouthtNt AaI. 

W,th ISO 000 Indac::hm_ re(l,I", now ,."tl.., 
reeettlem.nl and the poeIIbohtlH of IfUt 1_ vi lila 
mount,ng, !be Unlled N.tlonl hlP comm'_'01 
refu,eel haa tailed. • lXII\{ef'l'ftCe I5ac 11 allll 12 lft a. 
M'I' to develop an IntemltlOnll lin...,. rot COJ1UII 
..,th !bll IIIIlIlIva JIf'Oblem PresuMnt cuu,. took • 
IMp .n dllloni "'lth the problem thll .. k whel! h, 
• nnounced tUllntentlOn of doublllll the ImmlJl"ltMm 
qUflta for SoutheNt AII,.n ",rue- to 60 000, both to 
help reliev. the hllm.ln acanl. and to Itlmulata other 
countnea to follow the Amlnean eumple 

) .1lI l"Vlnl th, .... eekftld on • t.o-.. 11 m_ 
to Mol .... Th.,land Indan ..... aM Hon.I K"", ,n lID 
,,"on to IIKf'I'IIM pubht k ....... ledp ancf II~ 
lnll of the f'l'furee trlill Th, tnp II I etqllil to •• IIDI 

'Ur{ H T.n,ntyl.lm n"I,C)n"I,nu, .. ,I"IOI.IJ .,~,. 
d'fffl'" C)f Ih, ~m'''nn /' ...... 11 (omm,nH 11' 
mrmbtr of /h" CIII~"nJ (,,,,,,,,,.,,,,n on Indo 
cll,ntf' lI'fI.lS~ O'R~"'Lt'd b. lhe Inlt,rylioNJ 
Irf KI.I' Commlltl't 

1M mlUlon the (ttl ...... Camm'N"'n on )"doc:h,nr. 
Rf.fu,fft und~rtook In F~bru'r) 'to "e" till piont fI 
I~f \ ,tlnamelie bo.l peooplf and ..,fu ..... from 1:am 
... JII_ ml6l>IOn th.1 left I dHP .nd lut,,,, ,mp""" 
. -non..,e ... 

In 'If harbo. nf flJMklnl Ih ~ f'All bllleI'W'd Viet 
"l"Ttff boat la, Illtl~ .. l, .1 and,,,. look'lIf nhallll 
~~ ~~dH Ih. bll.tar,n, F.~",~ .... " .. n lhal acon:hal 
•• Inaonulan ol"Ch'Pf,AI{O ] ... lkf'd our on Iht rot 
-, ... h.rf .nd Ju mped onlO a bo,,, no I.rp. than an 

, fn.~td rv-<obo.l 
Thtrt .. ,re 15 PI'Ilpl •• 1>olI.d joIIft1ml'd 10000wr In 

fl fil.rlnll' dOClfneu The m,n "h" grftWd rna wu 
'11'~\tn Th an the father of It'v.rRI of !be "Iht chll 
O'~n ('n II,. 11081 and CII~t .. ~ 01 th,. dlt'Cf'llp.t v_ 
Hf "af' \ Iftn.meat r'lh~flf [rum q~'lon • w.ad\.r, 
t"Jetttd HI • ml.101l .moo) .mlrom .. W!rt III EAt: 
, " 

I '-I ..... \lurtd my.,lf d" <''''' ~"ht 14 IMmbtr V8 
r I "'!I' Comft1I",,,,, fOf lnd,~I,,,,", Reru,- 0I'Il 
.. ~ed. b~ the Inl.emat,onll R .... 'IP CO!l'I",,"", en 
(&pd.n • f.et find'III m, .. n~ on 1M pl"", 01 Vlft 
r.arnew boIIt PlOP" ... _II lit ('.m .... '.n and o&hIr 
Irdoc:h,n_ ref'uaeet In Hun, kn,,1t' 'nI.,land Mala, -
• a Ih. Ptnll'JIln ... aM 51111'","1 I wed Np,rD 
Than 10 tell ma hla "1Io!') 

"''lule b.l. dlI"""ul.ln .1fe IIICIIl-.r.tn 1 •• _ 
"~ay PI,IIUDI Ulathar. _I of"", .l1li (lib tad lbe 
f' lelnn JOIIII. tach OIMr '" qUI'" pia, Ncu, .. 
Than unfolded. tht tale of tn. nod ... frwn h:t or 

The Communlrt ftlYI!mm.nl 'n H.nOl otdtftII 
.. m aad In. wl'"l, to IhrI nl",1 fOUlItIyIl4t r. .... 
.c..alhon~ .. _mben of th. n .... 1XI11~ .. *'ItJ' 
Hanoi ccnli .. tec1 "'hAt hi!!' Nrth ly ,oocb tbrJ bad, 
.nd wene Itlll, the, t.e..n to eonflOOC:ltt cha,r htdaaa 
ir~ d'lI'ul\ u hwnan EMolnp Ncuyen Tba ... d,. 
T" ,Ned from. h .. ,"chIlli poal . nd III. ~ to 
bH<lMt. ranaer 11 I rurll eoHM't". 'nIrouah brd .. 
ard lIte~lth, Np,e Than ~ tlll'Olllh U. V .... 
• i"'ll'lt folftta riachad the Mnnolill> &IIcIln ilia ... 
~ t !.llhe mp, __ on. .. o-vtcl f\ahlftl boll tUt 
'f lJId hll twa bro\hen hid rurc-h ..... It .nat .. 
f\ thtm &JI IItronoClucaI -. 

Tbt) IIlled for four _k. K,..".,. lilt lurtAllel 
s. ,JU! CIIiM Sea They __ lumad ... , by" 
f'6lrolf from the ah_ 01 g,....,.". tht ~ 
f na; B, the thmi .C/Ofk r..""." ,",at. tWet tnt .... 

hid no maN food .nd "'Il.er Wf bepll to dnnk the 
_ .. tel' .nd eat •• weed Our clllldren became 
lIIatbly lid! .nd revenlh uc\.e were c;ertaJ1I WI we -""'. ADd tbert thll _ma ll man a f_ bacalllll 11_ "",th 
aJII'UIil .nd M apoke the. _rda whiCh ptHtrated. 
IIIJ ban "Babbt )'GU ... Jew Will UDdentand thaa 
hIu.r tbau IDOBt oUllII' people "'- ~mbla ..... the-
l&anittaoa, lha ,hP1UI P&ln ... OW" bodl_, !be wotIIt. 
.... 01 all .. the ..... re .... ae !.hat _ w.no .boo .. 
... by cbe _ld, thel Our hvea _t IbIollltal, 
~ to anybody thet human Iof. IIaa baeo_ --... He lookad ID~naely ,nto my I, .... nd added T 
_ uadInuond .hat II melnt to be • Jew III NUl 
o.nauy I .. !hI 1930.. .. hen all the world knew that 
JOIU' JfOnlb ~t .. re belnl demoytd ed you _ ......... 

4b1-dc==d Hot O1lty were tt. .. 16 hu .... n be,. 
UlnIIII ... y ft.om kavln by feHo ........ ,ant, bllt dunn, 
IWr "'"'""III ocl.I'_v on thl: erl they were abaD 
dIoMd .. ..,,11 by ~" from IhI .. eatem world 

"twetIty thnJa frIiIblen pa.ed 1M by_I oount­
III Chlm--23 1a1'J' .UpI e.arryl/li e.a1'JO probably to ".pcn Mort af Ibera _.. cre.t ahlp' earryllll 
...." CI1' J.paneae ft.,. We ....... ,,~ bq 
l11li Will to ,lCk IIIIl,Ip at leut to I've 1M w.,('I".nd 
food )fQ&t"t!I A toupl~ tllD. IOIIIf ftt,p~ da" 
down azo4 lMlr ere ... Uft1~ up .. n deck to _teh U8 ... 
" we ___ tn~r\alllment Some of the paopl. 
.¥ltD IlDd_ or laUlMcl II l1li 

N Np7fll 'Than _poke I ,lIdd,nl, r .. und h,. f.t't 
and VOlet illuolvllll bo!fort !lie 'lid ) "18 oyer 
whelm_ b, oth" 1m."." 

It .. 1939 thl boal (hun"n, In th. turbultnt 
OCItIn ... \he 81 ~ula The hl,l",.n earro aboard .. u 
938 Jf'W1.Ib men "'_'" and rhlld."n net111f ~rtel1" 
.... t.b In Nu, Garman L,b tha Inc!oc'lnn_ refu 
... thtv too had to bu) ttl", .... Iy 0111 of opprtNIOft 
paYlIII la,.. au.m& for ~ 0" thl 81 1.01111 and 
buyl", offi~141 landlnl ""'rtl;,,,,taa that .ere to 
....,._ntee \.hem enlrv Into Cuba SDme 130 of the 
okWlIh tefl1l"" .. ~,. al511 _bl. to pureh .. Amar,e.an 
IIDIIUp.UIIlI quote nu mbtfl II1.t m cut tJq Cuban 
haytD 1h"l,Ild f.:1 Ih",ulh 

Oft Mil 2, t9Jq lhe\ dCliked. It Hu.", n..., 
•• ,. told thelt otr'f,,1 landIn, ~nlflt.teI· werl In 
val'" ClIble r ..... ,denl frraenco Laredo Bru wid 

, ....... y 
'_ .. 1" to _,. ........... a...,.r .. ~ 

thtm they C'OUld luu:llf they could produce'l mllhon 
onthln U hoIU'I All IlDpO.,ubUlty 

DeipIo., Abuulonmt!nt Seve,.! men rommlUed 
IWCIde Cuban f\1Zlbo»u forced the .hlp back Into the 
AllaDlIt Ocean frantically desperately the Amen 
CII.D Je ..... JOint DLstnbu\lon ComI!lHta pin" 
With SlN.th Ameneaa couatn. to provlCle uyhlm C. 
bllI!II to Colomb., Clule Puqu.iy A'a:ent>n8 Re 
pnI. 0- pta811p" u doomed If they 81'1! f'l!tllmed 
4 GenDan .. ,I," .. td the tlbla 

The reply C&IIUI b.ck--i1O I'OCIIII .t th., Inn 
Then lIICftIdlbly, the Un,\oId St..ta (Ovemmenl, 

und« tM "berou~" iudeJ"liup of PrMJdent Fr, nklill 
o.lano ~velt &lid ~ of SUIte Cordell HolI, 
~ U. rtl'ua- who ___ ,mm,,,,.t,on 
DImIbert ApJWeDtl-t. they cbd not w811I to meddle In 
dw wln~ all'aln of NUl Germany 

The 8& Lowa ret\lmed to EuropI! 84!1l\um Hoi 
laDd 'reee QId ~ each received _veral hUll 
dNd of tt.. JCWJab muc-1thoUCh the N __ 
would liter ovenuq BeIIlWll, Hoiland and i"1'IIna!, 

I11III ,II thOle "'bo ned to thoer OIIW1mes "'el'l maua 
end lJI lbe NUl pGOCIde 

'[be Sl I..oouw ~e ~ my life Iluendrd a 
rally for the "boe,t I*IPle~ of the St Lo\.oltl In Mdl!On 
Square Glnlen laud •• vow to m~lrlhn_ ... hleh I 
bellne II. a,lent vow that e ... ry Jew who IIvn unw 
the wdow of the NUl tn_two rude to h,,,,,,,,lf or 
IleNlf The vow II • puaphraM &em. the Soak of l.e­
vltle... YOl,llhall nat wnd Idl, b, whIte the blood of 
yOW' brothen lad lUl~n enll OUI to 'OU from the 
u ... • 

That I wh, J JOIned novehat JamN Mlchtner (1V.1 
n,htl ludR BI,ard R~ _=,111 Leo Ch"m~ 
Am~ Wllhalll. Cue, IDd CfoCIll yono Ind oth 
en lut FfbNaI)' on that _on of 118' ,nil hUm411 
IIViII on Southeut AlII. OI.Ir c.t ..... comm,wOll 
pl.Yed • rolf on movln, the US COngreN to adopt 
le .... I.II01l to .bnt 25000 V,etnamne boIIl peo!lle 
and IS 000 Cambod .. nl II> thll land of frffdom 

Sonce llllt January when _ I ~ V~'n._ 
IOlIIht ~ .. nn el ... hel'i! reftii_ han been nee,ng 
!bat counll)' alIA ,ntre .. ,,,, r.~ Abollt 10000 el 
tapad .n Ottober and d ... ",ta .......-.n. Ihere w.1] be 
thOllUncll more dun/li the IXIml'tmcntlu de..perat.e­
b wek,", I chaan to live nleaa aomt th,n, 
thaoniU II I. mllLlted '"'ON than h.U .,f tho:. refu 
~ .... ,11 drown on the aea 

The 5t Lou" tnled, lau,hl me one """,,anent, 
1,1.,,_1 1_ • world dial ..... callo ..... "d ,,,d,f 
fnwnt to the IIllfI'lnna: and tM ~ (If m,JIoO"1 of 
AnJo~,_ I., 1915 becarol a ... orld !bat ..... ... llol.la 
a!Id ,nd,~t to tha luffenn, and qun, of ., . m,l 
1_ JeWllb. __ a!Id clllidren .tsl,I,hlered b, 
1M NUi' 

And I world tllat __ by .lilntl, wh,le J ..... ,s), 
1,_ becllJM! ~ 11_. world that atanda by 
IIh"'tl, whIt. tho~ 01 V~ bo.t peopla 
penal! 1ft the ... whlll 2 to 3 million Camhochau 
__ ~ ...... the .,.. of hurn.rm, dun.1If 
ttJe ~ two ~ .. lnl. 800 000 blatk Chnmau 
_ ~ by IdI AmI.,'. I«JUT .. hI la 40 000 Le­
bueaI' rbNt'&ll IIBCI IIIoidIaI emil ani ~ lulled, 
ftile CfUK,hc. and rro..m. die ever) day In II't­.... 

1'IwI't II U fPIIitftIk of deb_Wlhon In the -w. tt.da, Clv!il.\IOI\ H G wan ...... wntWn ulu 
....Iy If • rae ....." edutau~ .nd eaLl~t.rnph~ 
W • .,. ttllvlg far Maill'lla ... nadMcl lOCIa, to 
.., UI help hll up bar.. the __ of the 
Amen.uD p!IOpie CUll oftha..nola bWlllJl r.DIIIJ the 
cerntral morel IMWI of our ........ 1 Ia, the d,puty fI 
"'" huruD ~ CI"N1.Id III Ow .,., lmeat of God 

ne ,..". ftlOPt'NI oIa Mill!, tlVlhzed hl,lmanll.lad 
~ 0'11 _ ..... ~I IDC!oraI '-n, .nd .",. 
*"nl -.u.rlll t k DOW 




