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DRAFT TEXT OF JEI-/ISH STATEllENT PREPARED FOR AUDIENCE laTH 

POPE JOHN PAUL II, !-lARCH 12, 1979, VATICAN Cliff 

-------
The International Jewish Committee 

expresses to 
Consultations BXkx gRRBtx Your Holiness 

ror Interreligious· 
our 

wttNxtkP traditional 

Hebret-l greeting of "Shalom," and we o:f'fer our heartfelt prayers 
ror 

Godts richest blessings over You B~WL~ 

bDDthers and sisters throughout the world to wham You minister 

as Holy Father. 

This is an historic moment in the ~ long history of relations 

between the catholic Church and the Jewish people. Destiny has 

ordained that the rirst non-Italian Pontiff in almost rive oenturies 

cames from a Qountry which has great significanoe for many nations 

and peoples, and, in particular, to the Jewish people. Jel1ish religious 

lire and eulture have rlourished ror a thousand years in all parts 

or Poland, and during the last epoch of its existence, Poland 

was a vital center or Jewish spiritual and cultural creativity in 

various fOrIna of expression; it has nourished Je \-llsh life throughout 

the t·10rld. 

But Poland ,,,as also the setting in which took place the 

destruction or millions or Je,dsh men, women, and children frOM all 

over Europe and the demolition of the rich treasures of spirituality 

and culture produced bY' Jel-l8 1n the course of many generations. 

It is deeply significant to us that the present Pontiff or 

the Cat holio Church is one v1ho has seen the last moments of the 
that 

long period or growth of _ life and clll ture as "ell as the 



almost total disappearance of it. 

Raving experienced first-hand the damo~ic consequences 

~ of religious and racial hatred and the 

dehumanization that R is integral to totalitarian societies, 

we believe that Your Holiness brings a special understanding of the 

XB need to uproot the poisonouss weeds of anti-Semitism and 

pre~ddice in all its forms, md the compelling obligation of 

Catholics and Jews to affirm the infinite preciousness of 

every human life created in the .acred image of God. 

The existential experiences which both Your Holinos. and 

the Jewish people have shared in the denial of religious liberty 

has also created a basis for profound empathy, and a desire 

oJll our part to join Hlth the Catholic Church and with all people 

of good will in the universal struggle to uphold freedom of 

conscience and religiOUS pluralism that are the keystones 

of mutual respect and creative coexistence between all~lthB 

and peoples. 

Vatican Council II has lnade a fundamental contribution 

to the improvement of Catholic and Jewish understanding and 

friendship through its decisive repudiation of mti-Semitism, 

its affirmation of our shared reverence for Sacred Scriptures, 

its support of religiOUS liberty, and its call for fraternal 

dialogue and joint social action. \1e trust that durlng :four 

Pontificate these principles will be reaffirmed and that 
will be encouraged 

vigorous prosress for ward/in advancing esteem and solidarity 

between the Catholic Church and the Je"ish people.XI= 

As you know, Your Ho11ness~ the Jewish people are 
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now eOGaged in a tremendous process or reconstruction and 

renewal throughout the world, nOlmere more dramatically than 

in the reborn State of Israel and the reunited Holy City 

of Jerusalem. ~ By God's grace, we have determIned to find 

hope and the affirmatIon of the value of human life rather 

than succumb»< to the desl'air of the ashes of Auschwitz. Israel, 

the PrOMised Land, the f\\1fIlment of millenia of prayers, 

the cynosure of Je'deb hope in the race of nihillsm, 1s 

at the center of the Jewish future, fusing both historic 

me~Qries and spiritual ties between all Members of the 

Jewish family. It 1s our &rent prayer and hope that Y~ur 

H~liness will lend his good will and hie rscognition to 

the centra11ty of Jerusalem and of Israel in the spiritual 

consiciousness of the Jewish l'6ople. 

TogetheI', lie pledge OlLn cooperetion io "" .. king with 

you and the Gatholic Church in helping to establish the 

caus" of hWllan rlghts in the right., justioe foI' the 

deprived and forgotten, and above all, PBSC" for the 

welfare of t he entire human family. 

-
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After a year and a half, we pre­
sented to the Iraman Government 
a comprehensIVe plan for the re­
storation and development of the 
Ghazvm area 

In pla~ of subsistence agnculturc 
controlled by absentee landlords, 
we proposed sweeping agranan re­
forms We recommended an 1m· 
proved system of crop rotation 
and the planting of new crops, 
such as cotton and sugar beets, 
the introduction of agru:ultural 
Industry. new and more effective 
systems of Irrlgatton and land utili­
zation, programs for the extenSion 
of credit for the purchase of seeds 
and fertilizers, more advanced tech­
mques for the marketmg of crops, 
and the estabhshment of agncul­
tural cooperatIVes 

Havmg put these proposals be­
fore the Iraman Government, we 
then defended them before the 
World Bank, which furmshed the 
funds for their Implementation 
The Ghazvm region IS now one 
of the most modern and fertile re­
gions on the Iraman plateau 

But thiS was only the most ex­
tenSive of many such Israeh miS­
sions Israeli experts helped to 
modermze the dairY and poultry 
mdustrles of Iran They Improved 

veterinary procedures and mtro­
duced better msectlCldes In the field 
of health care, the Israelt contnbu­
tlon has been particularly notable, 
and Iraman patients who requlfed 
speCial treatment were welcomed 
to Israeh hospitals Thousands of 
Ira mans have been trained In Is­
rael's fields and umversltles 

When I amved With my team at 
the rubble of Ghazvm I did not 
thmk for a moment that we had 
come to help a government We 
came to help a suffering popula­
tion Our work was humamtanan, 
not political, and we worked hard 
The fnendshlp of the Villagers and 
the Improvement of thelT lot were 
our rewards 

Israel has no deslfe to bear the 
"white man's burden" IR the Mid­
dle East It Wishes to live In that 
part of the world, to aid and be cud­
ed by It I am confident that when 
Israel and Its neighbors reach a set­
tlement, when the problem of the 
Pa.iestlruans IS solved, such relations 
will bet:ome real 

In these stili-troubled days, 1 
remember my many fnends IR Iran 
and Wish them and all the Iranian 
people a SWift and pamless road 
to SOCial reconstruction, economic 
prospenty and peace 

Shavuot Greetings 
From the Staff 01 Jewfsh Dlgest f 
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"ThIS Alone Justiffes the Senes 

The Impact of 6Holocaust' 

on German TV 

By MARC H TANENBAUM 

Adapted from an NBC COMMENTARY 

No book, no TV documentary, 
no film , no Iet:ture has touched the 
soul of modern Germany on the 
moral watershed tragedy of the 
N8ZI Holocaust as has the NBC-TV 
senes, "Holocaust " That drama­
tiC but factual conclUSiOn has 
emersed from a senes of overseas 
telephone calls that 1 had With pub­
hc offiCials In West Germany, and 
In particular, With leaders In the 

RQbbl Marc H Tanenbaum. WIdely 
recogmz.ed spokesmQn Jor JeWISh 
concerns m 'he general commu· 
mty, IS Director oj InterreligIOUS 
Affairs at the AmefJcan JeWIsh 
Commllfee 

Village of Oberammergau, follow­
mg the vlewmg of the third install­
ment of "Holocaust .. 

Reports from West Germany In 
major Amencan newspapers show 
an estimated 13 millton people , or 
39 percent of the 34 million peo­
ple m the viewing audience, watched 
the third o f the four mstallments 
ThiS was up from 13 million view­
ers, or 36 percent last who watched 
the second Installment, and I) mil· 
hon, or 32 percent, who watched 
the first Installment 

The vlewmg audience for each 
of the three mstallments was more 
than the predicted IS percent that 
was expected to watch the program 

The American Jewish Committee, Deperlmenl 01 Nltlonellnlerrellglot,ls A!lelrs 
I, localed 01165 Eosl56lh SlreBl, New York NY 10022 

May 1979 II 



I] JEWISH DIGEST May 

over Westdeutsche RUQdfunk 
(WDR) of Cologne, the regional s18· 
tl0n coordinating the telecasts 

The German officials I spoke 
with saId that the fIgures reported 
In the Amencan newspapers were 
underestImated. and that, In fact, 
some 20 rnllhon people had seen 
the second Installment That means 
onc In three potential regional view· 
en were exposed to the "holocaust" 
account "That audlcnce broke 
every record for reglonallelcvlslon 
In Germany. I ' one offiCial told me 
"The program has created a moral 
and psychological earthquake of 
unprecedented proportions .. 

More than 20,000 people called 
the WDR teleVISIOn offices and 
two-thirds of the callers were In fa­
vor of "Holocaust" bemg tclc­
vised In Germany Many of the 
viewers told the TV staUon author· 
Illes Ihal they ellher could not go 
on watching It, and some said that 
they could not sleep and had to 
take valium or sleeping pills so 
powerful was the program's Impact 

One authority told me, "The ex· 
ptnence with the program already 
has been qUite extraordinary No· 
body, even the most sympathetiC 
In the TV mdustry, expected such 
an emohonal reaction It has stag· 
gered everybody" 

The effect has even spread to 
East Oermany where, according to 
reports, many hvmg beyond the 
West German regional broadcast· 
mg range are demandmg to see 
the senes RegIOnal teleVISion 

broadcasts can be r«elved JR East 
Germany and In areas along the 
boundary, but most East Oerman 
viewers are beyond their range 
According to reports, among the 
Easl Germans who had seen the 
program and called to express thelT 
reactlons, pOSItive comments out· 
numbered negattve comments 6·2 

I spoke with several people In 

the Village of Obcrammergau who 
are mvolved In an effort to re· 
vise the anll·Semltlc verSion of the 
Oberammergau Passion Play 
scheduled for production In April, 
1980 Hans Schwalghofer, dlrec· 
tor of the Rosner text of the Pas· 
51 on Play, told me "Practically 
everybody In Oberammergau has 
watched the flTst two Installments 
of 'Holocaust' The Impact has 
been tremendous There IS a feelmg 
of shock throughout much ofOber. 
ammergau Many people are walk· 
mg around the streets of the vII· 
lage saYing, 'Ood's sake" and shak· 
109 thelT heads In dlsbehef How 
did we let that happen?" 

The Oberammergau Town Coun· 
cil has sent around a questionnaire 
to all the Villagers Invltmg them to 
sIgn up for the 1980 PassIon Play 
In hght of the shocked feehng In 

the Village In the wake of 'Holo­
caust' many are refUSing to answer 
the questIonnaIre, and It IS now 
hemg extended for eight days 

Several hundred of the younger 
Villagers, Identified with the Ros· 
ner text have mdlcated that they 
Will refuse to act m the Dalsen· 
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berger versIOn of the Passton Play 
which has been condemned by 
Chnstlan and JeWish authontles 
alike as "structurally anti-SemItic" 
Some Oberammergau offiCials told 
me that they now hope that the re· 
action to 'Holocaust' Will play an 
Important role m mfluencmg the 
reJechon of the antl· Jewlsh 081-
senberger te"t of the play 

There were a good number of 
negative and hostile reactions of 
Germans who asked, "Why reopen 
old wounds? We should forget all 
thiS It IS enough lime already" 

Hemz Galinski, head of the Jew· 
Ish commumty m West Berhn. 
said that "the reactions of the Jew· 
Ish commumty throughout West 
Germany had been POSitive" add· 
IRg that he had received many calls 
from Jews and non·Jews ahke 
There are about 27,000 Jews m West 
Germany today. a tragic remnant 
of the more than 500,000 Jews who 
lIVed m pre·war Oermany 

Gahnskl said the "Tlmmg of 
the showmg was perfect It comes 
at a time when there IS talk again 
of the AuschWItz he," a reference 
to the NaZI effort to revISe hiS· 
tory and claim that the genOCide 
of Jews never look place, "when 
some students ate makmg Jokes 
agam about Jews, when the statute 
of limitations on NaZI war cTimes 
of murder IS an Issue and when many 
soem to be preachmg ' let us forget' " 

Perhaps the most slgmflcant re· 
sponse of all to "Holocaust" was 
that of Chancellor Helmut Schmidt 
In a debate m the lower house of 
the West Germany Parliament, 
Chancellor Helmut Schmidt com· 
mended the "holocaust" senes, 
said that the film IS a "must" 10 

connection With the current contra· 
versy over extendmg the legal hme 
hmlt under which NaZI war cnrnm· 
als can be prosecuted He added 
that the seTles encourages en tical 
and moral renectlon whIch "IS 1m· 
portant In View of the deCISion 
each of us must make for himself 
m the course of thiS year on the 
statute of limltattoos .. 

Based on the Impact already re· 
glStered. the Amencan JeWish Com· 
millee now plans to carry out a sys· 
tematlc study of responses to the 
enllre senes 10 Oermany as well as 
In the IS other countnes In which 
the film IS bemg shown, and then 
an mtenslve follow·up educational 
program In German religiOUS and 
secular school systems I have no 
hesltahon m sayms that If thiS 
"Holocaust" senes had achieved 
nothmg other than the Impact that 
It has already had m Germany, It 
more than Jusllfles all the mvest· 
meR( of lime and energy m helping 
bnng Its message before mllhons 
of Germans who might otherWise 
have aVOIded facmg the tragedy of 
the Holocaust 
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