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. VATICAN OFFICIALS FLOAT "TRIAL _,BALI_,OOB" ON. RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL

tnion of 1 By*“ac H' T i U;Hl in the Vatican to warm un *ha atmos

(Eabbi Tenenbaum, .director of international relations of the .. -
:mae‘}*ﬁ?&‘-’ﬁﬂ Jewish Committee,.is g resognized expert on VaticancJlewish

.~ trelations, He was.the only,rabbl present,at Vatican Council II.);..
palatisng, that would te a pirrect time to bring about the diplomstic

vies vetR2SR1E2.98080quent donlale by B Vatlomn suokesman, I have reasons
tokhelieye thet B9 afatoment,hxia BodtedAreibinhon in Yatios
0oL iEn T8I  ing QhrLanatip, relatlions, BRIoRR SR Moty R0 and Lareel

mali8s.2 ,lertoun tﬁiﬂzr‘,’ﬁll 2Peic would take place without taking
» 1--In.a carefully sonstructedx scenario, Archbishop Andreej Maria
Deskur, ;former chalrmen, ggnth% Vatican's Seoretariat on ~Sogial,
did $oryniestiong and & gonfidans SLEPoRYIIOM FARL 11 n12ENIRERd sto
= -t';"?lmﬁ':a is views alg,pgqrt_:‘&gg diplomatic,ties between the Vatice, and
. Israel with NBG-TV's tMnrvinelfa,l‘b Aand the New York TlmegmoThe purpose
or ‘the "trial balloon" was to get.a feel of Jewish end Areb-Muslim
A reactiona. tsh lesdeps in discussions with the Vatican Secretaricst
e o.A8 T experienced first-hand during Vatican;Council .II, ;the
.«,\,,,\gati.qm cemot make,a friendly gesture toward _Jews or Israel without
taking, into serious acoount the pogsihility of Arab reprisals aghinst
- 89veral ,hundreds of.thousandy of-Chrigtlams 1in Arab and Muslin countries.
veVoRi the -Council was prepaping 4te jd9olaration goudeming anply3emitisn
< ome®9 12941 ing for matual nespeck petyesn Gabholicnand Jews, Pogatdent
ncNEe89r 1951 BEyRt 2nd, Ireq signaled,thair displeasure by abruptly;nlosing
@wwn Cathlic schools .and turning off the electricity in Catholic hospital:
Moslem ;Brotherhood, fanatigs .in-Egypt -haye burned:down many Coptig jchurche:
- So any positive moves toward Israel inevitabl y involves Bakicen

iguthorities in a balancing act between Jews/Isreel and Arabs/Muslims.
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T:E JEWISH WEEX
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r\.ﬁt. 21 i .tl.‘.l . - m -y _t-—r-l-:li ISDI;:“
- I oi"ON  RE IORS WI1T R
2-7IAL BALLOCH"ON RELATION

VATICEN OF TICIALS ?WAT
Archbishop Deskur's "leak”, to the media, I believe, was a calculated
——u 1J: 1C H. TAL ‘“"' i «
decision of the pro-Iarael {a%tion in_the.Vaticen.totwarm up the atmosphere
,.'1 - 0 oL

that mfght iaxx:t laad to the aqtablialguenﬁ.,og diplomatic’ rélatf-oné’""@ome
an Jewish Committee, 38
obseltyens assevt that since r10(:3;1:0{3:’3 1985 il mark:athe:.-eouhuanniJJrsarY
ions, Jlo was the ©
of ‘bheG]Vatfcan L(iommi.l's: adoption of its declaration on Catholic-Jewish
r-elati.ons, that would be a perfect time to, _bring eboutsithe, diplomatic®® ™"
1Le C;.l\ “que.\’ can ""
ties between fak Ee
t“ believe that the statemen bl
The immediate denial of Deik’lé 's .PEoposel byeancannemedsVatizan® -
nity favoring diplomatic re
gpokesman was described to me as the inevitable assurance to the Arab-
3 rious trisl balloon. LB ead Mo N
Muslid Worl that nothing dramatic w: lage without ‘taking &7
2 carerzllyg"oﬂst.r-uc Jionld vaka Bleg 1
their interests into account. = . plat on Soclel
Heskur, Lormes ehafrman of ?"18 etican's Searsta
Tt 1's important to keep. gaigﬁd thet this diplopatic” minuet “°
nommunicat iong andtE r'*'x
did no{; materialize out of thin ait-di whole. serde syof. disch'ssidns’®
1an 'I‘ his ?4.0\‘:3 n '\pCPu nh i dl Mp
on this uestion have taken place bhetwe the. 1l several:Popes and" " """
-rc.?.-. with NRC-TViE ’g.rvi.n Rﬂ- % zpd % ﬁﬂﬁ P
various Prime Ministers and F'or'glgn Hinig_begano:gﬂsraele Beyond “that s 1"
af thse "reigl balloon' wWas L0 BS
and less ':rell known, during the past three years I have participated

1 Qv{ onn

0}_% See.and.Israelsp in

cm and

with ofher ,}ew'iah 198’._%?:;5‘:'1;!:3 udira*czpsna-ii?é’? wdi.t:h.bha,-ﬂpt-_-ic-arﬂ:Secr‘e‘tir"i:ati? ‘
of State on se?tfngﬂ 3:1; a ‘?rocelgs' rFHt ultimately, would-culminate®dn ¥ "
formal éi}arlomaticr“‘{;;.;:“!;;tWeenm%xe Hgly S_e_ee-ang. .Iﬂr'a_eL.ga_, peprisels agilinst
b e a %ggs;'ig;ﬁ:iiiiilvigg- !lti.tpm\raticgn suthoritiés®and < 7"
the Inte’ ma?{on};lﬁ.}gzki;hﬁc:m?ngiézggif?r Intepreligious Consultations® (IJGIC),
have gaﬁ;;a;li;rebé;ntgagigi:er bq‘té Hcauféious,ah{or-e ~than likely, ‘I suspacf:
some 1nter"im s'tg;ai? %ii;ln:;ieue-r?{o%qq- T -Such.as the models of ‘the Papal-¥ © 10
Nuncio in Washington, D C., or thte Poliah Working Model which are” THis

and

.i.

ntethlic cle

r--‘

side of ‘full diplomatie t}as. c1es in Feypt have bur 64 down meny Copt!
‘\f '

¥ vy
?hr-'irw i

=Tt ta important that'd'ip}omatic ralationa berestablished between
the Vatican end Iérael fo:\‘ar-al and aymbolic ,reasons, -But quiter I‘:-ankly,

=

it is far more 1mpor'tat|t pol‘ltiica1 ly that Jewish energies be invested in

Ffrnuvine £n hrine radalnitnant Annh atatas annh aa JTardan and Tebanon to
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from the American mainstream. Put directly, many Jews and other

Americans® fear that an unbridled resurgence of an Evangelical
Christianity that seeks to "restore" America to its qpistine origins
gs "a unified Evangelical America" poses challenges of regression

to a society which could reduce, Cathollics, and others to second=-class

citizens,

In the face of such complex developments, it is evident
that the publication of this volume is not only necessary but 1i&
an urgent requirement for helping enlightendd Evangelical Chrlstians
and Joews to sort out their common ¢oncerns and correct misperceptions
not only for their own integrity but for the well-being of American

democratic plural ism as well,






