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BLACK-JEWISH RELAllONS: ADDRESS WITH REV. JESSE JACKSON 

QUEENS COLLEGE. NEW YORK 

March 11. 1987 

1 

President Kenney, Rev. Jackson, Dr. Hevesi, Dr. Schwarcz, friends: let me sa( at the 

outset that one of the most pracffcal projects in Black-Jewish relations that Jesse Jackson 

and I could do would be to organize a Black-Jewish coilecffon plate for an audience like 

this. I don~ know about Jesse's experience in Baptist churches, where I have spent a good 

deal of time with many Baptist friends, but it began to look like Yom Kippur in a Bopffst 

service tonight. 

I want to pay tribute here to the respect for scholarship, especially Biblical 

scholarship, that is implicit in the way in which this evening has been organized. There was 

a wonderful story told during the Second Vatican Council, at which I was honored to be 

present, while the Catholic Church was facing up for the first ffme in some 1900 years to 

what has been its relationship to the Jewish people. Admirably, the Church leaders faced 

what had to be faced, repented af what hod to be repented, changed what had to be 

changed. During the course of the Council somecne told me a story about the late 

Blessed Pape John XXIII. It was his inspiraffon to organize the Second Vatican CounCil, 

which literally changed the course of the history of the Catholic Church over the post 1900 

years. Before he was elevated to the papacy, Archbishop Roncalli served as an Apostolic 

Delegate to the Balkans, in Istanbul. And then after that, he was brought to France, where 

he there served as Apostolic Delegate to the French govemment, represenffng the Pope in 

France. As the story happened, Monsignor Roncaili, os he was then coiled, developed a 
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very warm and in~mate friendship with the Chief Rabbi of France. Rabbi Jacob Kaplan. ' 

According to this account. Monsignor Roncalli and Chief Rabbi Kaplan had been invited 

by the President of France to a banquet. They came together into a large recep~on hall. 

and they were chaffing. making small talk. exchanging pleasantries. Then someone rang 

the gong for the banquet. for them to walk through the recep~on hall into the main dining 

hall. And. as this story has ~. when the Chief Rabbi came to the door. before entering into 

the banquet. he tumed to Monsignor Roncalli and said. 'Your Excellency. after you, You 

first." Monsignor Roncalli. who was very fond of the Rabbi. tumed to him and said. 'No. 

Your Excellency. Chief Rabbi. you first.' And this went on for perhaps five minutes. back 

and forth. a diplomooc A1fonse and Gaston routne. Meanwhile. peop/e were piling up 

behind them. waiting to go through the door. Finally. Pope John -- then Monsignor Roncalli 

-- in his characteristic ·Italian. earthy. peasant way. grabbed hold of the arm of Chief Rabbi 

Kaplan and began to shove him through the door exclaiming. 'No. Chief Rabbi. the Old 

Testament before the New Testament: and shoved him into the banquet hall. Well 

normally I would appear after Jesse Jackson. after he has. in his powertul. charismooc. 

mesmerizing way. taken over an audience. and I would feel like a shlemiel after that. trying 

somehow to take hold of what was left over of the audience. But I guess this is an act of 

pure academic scholarship. the Old Testament. the Hebrew scriptures. before the New 

Testament. 

The inv~ooon to speak here was extended to me by the Honorable Allan Hevesi. 

Assistant Majority Leader of the New York State Assembly. and Professor of Political Science 

at Queens College. He noted in introducing me that we share wondertul memories of 

associooon wrth his late blessed father. who served the American Jewish Committee wrth 
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distincHon. lhe invitation from him and from Professor Emest Schwarcz. Dean of Jewish 

Studies at the College. is deep~ appreciated. lheir establishment and support of the 

Queens Black-Jewish People-to-People Project is both a symbol and a substariHve 

contribuHon to a vital. compelling goal that hopefully all of us here tonight share: the 

overcoming of misunderstanding and the advancement of knowledge. mutual respect. 

and cocperation between the Black and Jewish people and their communities. in the 

context of a profound cornmon concem for the welfare of our beloved American 

democratic republic. Let me be clear at the outset about my mandate as I see ~ this 

evening. I speak here as an individual. on~ for myself. exercising my democratic right of 

free speech. While I beiieve that I may express the feelings and views of many in the 

Jewish commun~. what I am abolut to say does not represent the official pcsitions of the 

American Jewish Committee. and certain~ not those of the American Jewish commun~. 

which is characterized by diversi1y and a plural~ of views. as is true of every other religious. 

racial or ethnic group in our democratic socie1y. 

Why are we here this evening? Why is there such an impressive tumout of peaple 

from this communi1y coming together tonight at Queens College? lhis is not an easy 

evening. effher for the Reverend Jesse Jackson or for myself. If the bigots and extremists in 

our socie1y had their way. this evening would not have taken place. lhe fact that Jesse 

Jackson and I made our own separate decisions to share this platform in the fact of 

threats. slanders and intimidations. is a statement of our determination to reject hatred. 

bigotry. and verbal violence from whatever quarter ~ is issued. We do not and we will not . 

ignore the troublesome and disturbing episodes in Black-Jewish relations in the recent pest. 

What our purpose is tonight. as I see ff. is to try to find a better way. a more construcHve 
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way, for Blacks and Jews to live and work together, as they have done -- we must not 

forget -- for much of their histol)' dunng the past twerity-flVe years, I asked, why are we 

here tonight? And I want to II)' to answer that question out of my refiections and my 

expenences dunng the past quarter centul)' or more, 

4 

In 1968, I became involved with Catholic and Protestant leaders in .trying to relieve 

the suffenng of the victims of the Nigenan-Biatran connic!. That exposure. day in and day 

out. to so much deslruction of human lives, with tens of thousands of deaihs of Muslims 

and Chnstians, and the incredible stalVotion of thousands of innocent children, transformed 

my life. While the Jew~h agenda, the cause of Soviet Jews wiho suffer oppression still; the 

cause of Israel and of peace in the Middle East between Jews and Arabs; the Black Jews 

of Ethiopia, who still suffer incredible oppression and poverty among other Ethiopians,· are 

constantiy at the core of my consciousness, since that expenence of 1968. I have been 

dnven to dedicate much of my waking hours to tine problem of wand refugees, world 

hunger, and intemotional human rights. There are about some 12 million refugees in the 

world today, some six million of tinem in Afnca, the largest refugee problem in the world; . 

most of tinem living in desperate conditions. The searing fact is that most of tinese refugee 

tragedies to which I have been exposed or have been involved are tine resu~ of religious, 

racial. ethnic and mbal conflicts. In the Sudan several years ago, nearly a million Black 

Chnstians and Animists were massacred by Arab Muslim tnbes of the north. In Uganda, 

President Idi Amin and his mbesmen slaughtered some half million Black Chnstians, half of 

them Anglican, half of them Roman Catholic, In India, there are unending slaughters of 

Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs; in Sn Lanka, Tamils and Sinalese destroy each other -- all in the 

name of God and nation. The Iran-Iraq war has resuned in the deaths of an estimated 
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quarter million human beings, many of them children 12 to 14 yeers of age, who are told 

that by their martyrdom they have assured themselves a certain ascent to Paradise. 

Lebanon, once the citadel of Arab Christendom; Lebanon, once to the Arab Christian 

world what Israel is to world Jewry; the model of pluralism in the Middle East as Lebanon, 

has been is now a daily abattoir. And who loses sleep over Ireland where, for more than 

decades, Protestants and Catholics have been destrOying each other'? Religious, racial 

and ethnic hatreds have become the engine of an epidemic af dehumanizatian in the 

world. Nowhere is that dehumanization more palpable and tragic than in South Africa. 

5 

In October 1985, I went on a mission with the American Jewish Committee. our leaders, to 

South Africa. We met with a great many representottves from every segment of that 

blighted society. from Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Black union leeders, the leaders of the 

govemment, business, and the Jewish community. It is a nightmare, an abomination, to 

experience the chemistry of nationalist arrogance and religious bigotry. Two fundamental 

religious lies have dominated the vices of Westem cMlization, including that of South Africa, 

which is a Westem country. Jews have suffered and have been destroyed by the 1900-

yeer-old religious lie of Deicide, the absurd nofton that the Jewish people collecftvely killed 

Christ, and therefore must endure unending punishment and exile. And some 

fundamentalist Christians even to this day preech the obscenity that the Nazi Holocaust 

was God's u~imate punishment of the Jews for having allegedly killed Christ. But apartheid 

is another such religious lie. In the Dutch Reform churches it has been taught for 

generations as gospellrulh that the Black people have been cursed by God with the CUrse 

of Ham, the forebeer of Black people in the Biblical story. Segregation and apartheid have 

thus been justified as doing God's will. I saw the demonic pawer of that religious lie, as I 
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watched from afar in Soweto; in 1985. dozens and dozens of young Nrikoans leaping out 

of their armored troop carriers. shooting Block youths at will. These young Afrikaans. fresh off 

the farms. their heads filled with their church lessons. have been raised in a culture of 

relig ious and racial hatred and bigohy that has been indulged wiilhout limit. Where were 

they to leam that the life of a Black child is as preciOUS in the eyes of God as their own? 

The late psychocnalysl. Dr. Erich Fromm. In his monumental lost work. The Anatomy 

of Human Destructiveness. called such behavior 'group narcissism.' As in the dynamics of 

individual narcissism. a group attributes to itseif all virtue and assigns to the 'our group all 

vice--evelYlhing that Is eerie. Such a group becomes totally seif-centered. ~ sees itself as 

naturally superior and sees the other as inferior. infidel. hereftc. deserving of destrucfton. 

Dr. Fromm identified such group psychopathic behavior as being responsible for much of 

the group aggression. terrorism. and violence that pockmarks the world today. The cost in 

human lives that the human family is paying for such religious and racial hatred all over the 

worid is staggering. beyond human comprehension. In a nuclear missile age. such 

psychopathology without control could conceivabiy. God forbid • .trigger a nuclear 

holocaust. 

Blocks and Jews. all Americans. need to acknowledge that America is different. has 

been different. il; d ifferent. For the post 200 years our noftonal and religious leaders have 

struggled mighftly to establish an open. democroftc. pluralist society. The true genius of 

America rests not on sending our automobiles and Coco-Colo around the world; the true 

genius of America rests in the reality that each religious. racial and ethnic group comes to 

the common American table by right. as first-closs citizens. and not by sufferance. Each 

group--religious. racial. ethnic--has its own agendo. appropriateiy; its own needs and 
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prioriftes; and has a right to receive a fair and sympotheftc hearing; has a shore in the 

American table. While advocoftng ~s own agenda. at fthe some ftme each of us has a 

simultaneous. a collateral and overarching obligofton to serve fthe common welfare. 

American democracy is founded on a social compact which is a very fragile instrument. 

Watergate and Irangate hove taught us how fragile fthat compact can become. That 

compact needs to be conftnuously nurtured by on intense commitment to civil~ and 

mutual respect. That does not prevent nor preclude construcftve criftcism of each others 

positions. or holding different views. By indulging religious or racial bigotty. reckless and 

uninhibited racial e~hets. or anft-Sem~ic defamoftons. can beat fthis precious. fragile 

social compact into the ground. into dust. My friends. America is fthe only nofton on earth 

fthat has not been despoiled by religious wars. We hove not hoc a 3D-year war; we hove 

not hod 1 ~O-year wars of a religious character. as one finds oJl over fthe European 

landscape. We hove hod for too much of racism. and anft-Semitism. of lynchings and 

verbal violence. and let me tell you fthat fthe conard. fthe obscen~. fthat Zionism is racism is 

just such on expression of defamofton and verbal violence. 

At ftheir height. and at ftheir most productive. Block-Jewish reloftons in the 1960s and 

1970s were a paradigm of democratic pluralism at its best. The essential reason for fthat 

extraordinary. indeed historic. cooperofton was once formulated by our colleague. Albert 

Vorspan who. in an op-ed piece in The New Yorl< limes. recalled how. in 1964. fthe late 

Doctor Martin lufther King. Jr. was challenging. tagefther with Jesse Jackson and Andrew 

Young and many ofthers. racial discriminofton in public accommodoftons. In Saint 

Augusftne. Florida. fthere was a fierce resistance from the sheriff and fthe police. as well as 

from fthe White Citizens' Council and fthe Ku Klux Klan. Martin lufther King sent a telegram ici 
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the conference of the Central Congress of American Rabbis that was then meeffng in 

Aflanffc City. appeoling for their help. Within hours. that very day. sixteen rabbis come to 

Saint Augusffne where they joined Dr. Klng and his brothers and sisters. They entered the 

Block church and joined in common prayer and mutual solidoriify and then went ott to try 

to integrate a lunch counter in the face of incredible hatred. contempt. anft-Semitist and 

racial obloquies. All of them--Martin Luther Klng and the crowd around him. as well as the 

sixteen rabbis--were forced by electric colfle prods into a cell in the prison of Saint 

Augusffne. A number of them hod their lives threatened. Why did these rabbis engage in 

acts of civil disobedience? Why were they prepared to go to jail. almost spontaneously. at 

once? Vorspan wrote the follOwing. He said. 'The answer is simple: Martin Luther Klng. Jr. 

No other person could hove evoked such on instantaneous and uncmcal response from 

us. With Dr. Klng there was implic~ trust. a profound bond and a mutual respect. and a 

deep sense of solidariify ~h his mission and that of his people. We respected him 

because he was intellectually keen. and a powertul orator.' (His disciple. Rev. Jackson. is . 

not too bod. either!) And. Vorspan odds. "We loved him because he cherished the glory of 

racial and religious diversify. He despised Block separotrsm as both wrong and 

counterproducftve. He sow the Civil Rights revolufton not as a Block rebellion. but as a 

covenant of Wh~e and Block. Chrisffan and Jew. standing together for decency. To Doctor 

Klng. jusffce was a seamless web. Anff-Semitism and anff-Catholic prejudice. like racial 

bigotry. were anathema. His gool was not only jusfice for America's Blocks. out human 

rights for all peoples everywhere,' Then Vorspan concludes. 'It. as I believe. Meier Kahane 

is essenftally a problem Jews must face and resolve. so the Reverend Louis Farrokhon is a 

central challenge to the integriify and the future of the Block community.' 
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Black-Jewish relations are bigger than Louis Farrakhan or Meier Kahane. and we still 

have much in common to transcend our demagogues and our fncijons. As Dr. King never 

ijred of poinijng out. Blacks and Jews have common enemies -- not just in the 1960s. 

Read The New Yorl< TImes this week. on what is happening on sixteen major campuses in 

Amenca; the racism that has begun to erupt .again against Black students on college 

campuses. Read what is happening in the Farm Be~ of Amenca. where the Aryan 

Brotherhood. the Chnstian Identity Movement. and the Posse Com~atis. joining together 

with the Klan. are now trying to create the canard that the decline of farms in America. the 

breakdown of the family farm--one of the great tragedies of this country--is due to one 

reason only: The Jewish conspiracy of Amenca has set out to buy out the farm land of 

Amanca. It is the Jewish conspiracy that is responsible for the cnsis in the farm be~. ' . 

Racists and anti-Sem~es have not gone away. They're a~ays beneath the surface. 

We have a shared history of oppression that gives us a shared vision of a 

compassionate and open society. And. my fnends. we need each other. I spoke today to 

our Washington representative. Hyman Bookbinder. abcut problems relating to South Afnca. 

And he talked to me about the incredible closeness. the incredible cooperation between 

congressmen who are Blacks and Jews. and he said. 'No two other groups in the Un~ed 

States Congress vote together as conSistently for their respecijve agendas as do the Jewish 

and Black congressmen in the United states Congress.' 

And they are addressing a common agenda: protecijng the poor. the increasing 

poveny. especially among the underclass. from the social cuts wihich have taken place 

dunng the last four years; working together on the problems of unemployment. on family' 

life. on education. on fair housing; drugs. crime. violence; reSisting together the violatiOns of 
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the separation of church and state. which con~nues to mount. from the radical Right. 

week after week; together working for the security of the Slate of Israel. speaking out for 

Soviet Jews and others denied their human nghts; opposing iogether apartheid in South 

Atnca and racism at home. Desp~e the irritation of the conflicts that cloud Black·Jewish 

relations. even on such anguished issues Os affirmative acffon. where there can be 

legitimate and constructive cn~cism. there is sffll a bond that links Jews and Blacks together. 

Dr. Martin Luther ~ng. Jr. forged a Black·Jewish bond in love. devoffon. blood and dreams. 

The greatest homage we Jews can pay to his memory. that superb religious leader as 

political acffvist. is to nurture and strengthen that bond which was and must remain a 

blessing for Amenca and for the world. I can only hope and pray that this shared evening 

with Jesse Jackson. whom I've known for many years. will mark a tuming away from the 

aberration and the deviation from Black·Jewish relations of the past. and will relum us to 

the highway of jusfice. mutual respect. mutual support and solidarity. for the sake of the 

Black and Jewish people of our nation and. above all. for the well-being of this great 

Amencan democratic society which we love. Thank you. 
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The invitation extended to me by the Honorable Alan Hevesi I assistant 
majority leader of the New York State Assembly and professor of political 
science at Queens College, and by Professor Ernest SChwarcz, dean of Gen
eral Studies at this college, is deeply appreciated. Their establ ishment 
and support of the Queens Black-Jewish/People to . Peop~e Project is both 
a symbol and a substantive contrib.ution to a vital .goal that hopefully alT 
of us here tonight share -- the overcoming of misunderstanding and the 
advancement of knQwledge, mutual respect and cooperation between the Black 
and Jewish communities", in the context of a profound concern for the welfare 
of our beloved American democratic republic. 

Let me be clear at the outset about my mandate as I see it -- this 
evening. I speak here as an ·individual, exercising my democratic right 
of free speech. While 1 believe that I may express the feelings and views 
of many in the Jewi sh commun·j ty. what I am about to say does not represent 
the official positions of the American .Jewish Coovnittee and certainly not 
those of ·the American Jewish cOlTlTlunity, which is character.ized by diversity 
and a plurality of view~ as is true of every other reI igious, racial or 
ethnic group in our democracy. 

Why are we here this evening before this large ·assembly? This is not an 
easy evening either for the Reverend Jesse Jack!!on. nor myself. If the 
bigots and extremists in our society had their way, this evening would not 
take place. The fact that Jesse Jackson and I made a. decision to share 
this platform in the face of threats,slanders, and intimidations is a 
statement of our determination to reject hatr.ed, bigotry and verbal violence. 
We do not and we wi II not evade the troublesome and disturbing .episodes in 
Black-Jewish relations in the recent past, but our purpo$e tonight, as I 
see it, is to try to find a better way, a more civil and constructive way 
for Blacks and. Jews. to 1 ive and work together, as they have done for ·much 
of· their history dur:ing the past 25 years. 

Why are we here tonight? want to try .to answer that qu~stion out of my 
reflections and life experiences during . the past quarter century or more. 
In 1968, I became involved with Catholic and Protestant leaders in trying 
to relieve the suffering of the victims of the Nigerian-Biafran conflict. 
That exposure to so much destruction of human lives, with tens of thousands 
of deaths ·of /1..,sl ims and Christians and incredible stcl:rvation of thousands 
of innocent children, transformed my life. 

While the Jewish agenda -,... Soviet Jewry, Israel, peace in .the Middle East 
between Jews ·and Arabs, the Bl·ack J~ws of EthiQpia -- are constantly at 
the core of my consciousness, since 1968 I have been driven to dedicate 
much of my waking hours to the problems of world ~efugees. world hunger, 
and international human rights • . 
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There are about twelve million refuge~s in the world today, some six 
mill ion of them in Africa -- the largest refugee problem in the world 
living mostly in desperate conditions. The searing fact is that most of 
these refugee tragedies are the result of religious, racial, ethnic, and 
tribal conflicts. In the Sudan, several y~,ars ago, nearly a million Black 
Christiahs and animists were massacred by Arab Muslim tribes of the North. 
In Uganda, President Idi Amin and his Nubian tribesmen slaughtered some 
500.000 Black Christians, half of them Angl icans, half Roman Catholic. 

In India, ·there are unending slaughters of Musl ims, Hindus, and Sikhs. 
In Sri lanka, Tamils and Sinhalese destroy each other. The Iran-Iraq 
war has resultedinthe deaths of _an estimated quarter million people, 
many of them children, 12 to 14 years old. Lebanon, once the citadel of 
Arab Christendom and the model of plu rali sm in the Middle East, is now a 
daily slaughter-house. And who loses sleep over Ireland where for more 
than a decade Protestants and Catholics have been destroying each other? 

Religious, racial and ethnic hatreds have become the engine of an epidemic 
of dehumanization in the world. Nowhere is that dehumanization more palp
able and tragic than in South Africa. In October 1985. I went on a mission 
with American Jewish Commi ttee leaders to ·South Africa. We met wi tn a great 
many representatives from every segment of that blighted society -- from 
Archbishop Tutu, black union leaders, the Sash legal aid society, to leaders 
of the government, business , and the Jewish community. 

I t is a nightmare, an abomination, to experience the chemistry of national
ist arrogance and religious bigotry. Two massive religious lies have dom
inated Western civilization, including that of South Africa. Jews have 
suffered and have been destroyed by the l,900-year-old religious li e of 
"de icidell 

-- the absurd notion that the Jewish people collectively killed 
Christ, and therefore must endure unending punishment and exile. Some 
Fundamentalist Christians preached the obscenity that the Nazi holocaust 
was God's ultimate punishment of the Jews for having allegedly ki ll ed Christ. 

Apartheid is another such religious lie. " In Dutch Reformed Churches, it has 
been taught for generations as gospel truth that the Black people have been 
cursed by God with lithe curse of Ham." Segregation and apartheid have thus 
been justified as doing Godls wi ll . I saw the demonic power of that reli
gious lie as I watched from afar young Afrikaans leaping out of tneir "hippo" 
armored troop carriers in 50weto and shooti ng black youths at will . These 
young Afrikaans, fresh off the farms and filled with their church lessons, 
have been raised in a c ulture of religious and racial hatred. Where were 
they to learn that the 1 ife of a black child is as precious in the eyes of 
God as their own? 

The late psychoanalyst, Dr. Eric Fromm, in his monumental last work, The 
Anatomy of Human Destructiveness, called such behavior, Ilgroup narcissism." 
As in the dynamics of individual narcissism . a group attributes to itself 
all virtue, and to the outgroup all vice. Such a group becomes totally 
self-centered and sees itself as naturally superior, and sees the other as 
inferior -- "an infidel, a heretic" deser.ving of destruction. Dr. Fromm 
called such group confl ict "psychopathic" behavior that is responsible for 
much of the group aggression, terrorism, and violence that pockmarks the 
world today. 
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The cost ·in · human lives that the human fami1y Is paying for such religious 
and racJal hatreds ·all over the world is staggering. In a nuclear-missile 
age, such psychopathology when out of control could conceivably, God forbid, 
trigger off a nuclear holocaust. 

AMERICA . I S DI FFERENT 

Blacks and · Jews, all Americans, need to acknowledge that America is differ
ent. For the past 200 years, our nati9nal and rellgious leaders have . 
str~ggled mightily to establish an open, democratic pluralist society. The 
true genius of America rests: in the reality that each .rel igiqus, racial, 
and ethnic group comes to the COlTlll)on America,) tab I.e by . ri·ght, not by suffer
ance. 

Each group - .- religious. racia.l, ethnic--has .its ageoda, its own geeply 
felt priorities, and has a right to receive a fair and sympathetic hearing 
at the shared American table. While advocating its own agenda. each of us 
has a simultaneous and overarching obligation to serve the common welfare. 

Amerjcan democracy is founded on a social compact which is a fragile instru
ment. Watergate and Irang~te underscore that fragility • . That compact 
needs to be continuously nurtured. That does not preclude constructive 
criticism., forhol9in9 differing . views. But indulging religious or racial 
bigotry, reckles.s and uninhibjt~d racial epithets· or anti-Semitic defama
tions can beat this precious .•. fragile social compact into the dust. 

America is the only nation on earth that has not been despoiled by religious 
wars. Yet we have had far too much of racism, anti-Semitism. lynchings, 
and· verb?!l viqlence. indeed, the infamous canard that "Zionism is racism!! 
i.s just such an expressi9n of defamation. and verbal. viole'1ce. If we are 
to pr-event the Sa 1 kan i za t i on of. Arner i ca, or the reg res s i on to any form of 
the group hatred that pockmark sq many · other parts of the world, we --
each of us, Jesse Jackson and mys~lf, each . of us in this audience -- must 
commit ourselves to the course of ·civility and dialogue, ina spi·rit of · 
mutual respect and helpfulness. And we must spontaneously -- o~t of . our 
own ethical convictions and democratic values -- repudiate the scurrilous 
attacks of demagogues. Of such moral courage and integrity is credibility 
made. 

BLACK-JEWISH RELATIONS 

At their he .ight and most productive, Black-Jewish relations in the 1960s 
and 1970s were the paradigm of democratic pluralism at its best. 

The essential reason for · that · extraordinary. indeed, historic cooperation 
was well formulated by my coll~ague. Albert Vorspan. in an OP-Ed ·piece in 
The New York Times. ·He recalled how, in 1964. the late Dr. Ma·rtin luther 
King, Jr •• was challenging racial dis.criminati·on in pub1 ic accomodations 
in St. Augustine, Florida. There was a fierce resistance, and he appealed 
to the Central Conference of American Rabbis for help. Within hours, ·16 
rabbis came to St. Augustine where they joined Dr. King and his people. 
For entering the black church and for integrating a. lunch counter, they were 
all cattle-prodded into a cell; a number had their lives threatened. 



Page Four 

-J 

Why did these rabbis engage in acts of civil qisobedience and prepare to go 
to jail7 Vorspan wrote: "The answer is simple: Martin Luther King, Jr. 

"No other person could have evoked such an instantaneous and uncritical 
response from us . With Dr . King, there was implicit trust, a profound bond 
of 'mutual respect , and a deep sense of solidarity with his mission. 

"We respected him because -he was intellectually keen and a powerful orator, 
loved him because he 'cherished the glory of racial and religious diversity. 
He despised black separatism as both wrong and counterproductive. He saw 
the civil rights revolution not as a black rebellion but as a covenant of 
white and black. Christian and Jew, "standing together for decency. 

liTo Dr. King, justice was a seamless we"b: .anti-Semitism and anti-Catholic 
prejudice. like racial bigotry. "were " anath~~; his goal was not only 
justice for Arileri"ca's blacks bU,t ' human rights for all peoples everywhere . " 

Vorspan adds : 

"If, as I believe, Meir Kahane is essentially a problem Jews must face and 
resol ve. so the Rev . :Louis Farrakhan is a" central challenge to the integrity 
and future of the black convnunrty • •. But black-Jewish relations are bigger " 
than Louis "Farrakhan o r Mei r ' Kahane, and we "stili have much in· common that 
transcends our demagogues and our frictions . As Dr . King never tired of 
pointing out, blacks and " Jews have common enemies ; we have shared a history 
of oppression. That gives us a shared vision of a compassionate and open 
society. 

"We need each other . "Black and Jewish Cong'iessmen are advancing a common" 
agenda -- protecting the poor from Reagan sQcial cuts, resisting violations 
of the separation of church and state, supporting the security of Israel, 
speaking out for Soviet Jews and other s denied their human rights, opposing 
apartheid in South Africa and racism at home. Despite the irritations and 
confl icts that cloud black~Jewish relations -- even on such anguished issues 
as affirmative action -- there is still a bond that ties Jews and blacks 
together." 

Dr. Martin luther King, Jr. forged a Black-Jewish bond in love, devotion. 
blood and dreams. The greatest homage we Jews can pay -to his memory -- that 
superb "Religious leader as Political Activist" -- is to nurture and strengthen 
that bond which was -- and must remain -- a blessing for America and for 
the world. 

I can only hope and pray that this shared evening with -the Rev . Jesse Jackson 
wil I mark a turning away from aberrations and deviations in Black-Jewish 
relations of the past, and will return us t~ the highway of justice and 
mutual respect, for the sake of the Black and Jewish peop}es of our nation, 
and for the well-being of all Americans. 

rpr 
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AD.~RESS BY THE REV. JESSE JACKSON, PRESI~ENT OF 
THE RAINBOW COALITION, AT BLACK-JEWISH FORUM, 

WITH RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM. DIRECTOR OF 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE, 

AT QUEENS COLLEGE; NEW YORK, ' WEDNESDAY, MARCH ", 1987 

Thank you to Queens College for your sponsorshi,p of this impqrtant evening. 
and for your ever gra,cious hospit'afi~y. And thank you to Alan Hevesi: for 
developing the idea of the 8lack-:-Jewish dialogues • .for ensuring its support, 
and most of al, l for your own personal leadership . This community is fortur:1ate 
to have you : in your district. in the Assembly. and in the classroom. 

You ,have asked me to ,begin by speaking of the religieus figure as a pelitical 
leader .-, a tradition going back' at , least as far as Moses," that great leader 
whose I i fe is also. a symbol of interracial cooperation. Fleeing the court of 
Pharoah, Moses' went to. Midian. He married Zipporah, an African woman, and 
named ,their ·child Gershon, because, hOe said "I have b,e-en a stranger in a 
fore ign land." It was Moses, the Jewish Child raised by an Egyp.tian princess, 
who led his people out ef Egypt to freedom. 

As pol itical, leader, Meses spoke up to Pharoah -- told the 'truth to Pharoah 
and braved his wrath -- then led the Jewish peop le across th~ Red Sea on the 
way to the promised Hely ~and. As religious leader, Moses speke up to 
this same people -- when he came dewn from Meunt Sinai with the Ten Command
ments and found them wor shiping the golden calf. 

And this is the finest trad ,i~ion of religious ,leader s -- to speak the truth, 
to stand up to imperia ,l , authority when necessary and to speak out to oneis 
ewn congregation when appropriate but ~lways to be prepared in Godls name to 
speak the truth as you know it . 

American hi story begins wit h ret'igieus figures serving as pelitical leaders. 
led by the i r min j s.ters the :P i 19r ims dared that dangerous voyage across ' the 
Atlantic in search of r elig 'ious freedem -- and yet. ironically, 'what ' they 
valued for themselves they denied toothers. forbidding dissension, persecuting 
Quake rs, demanding adherence to a strict sectarian lin~. 

But there are other e~amp,les. ' too, of early rei igious figures who preached 
and practiced tolerance. The Baptist Minister Roger Williams founded the 
Colony of Rhode Island on the principles 'of r,eligious tolerant;:e. The Quaker 
'leadership of Pennsylvania fleeing persecution at home, offered sanctuary to. 
others -- and not ~.oinci.dently, fair play to native ',Americans --an American 
first and too long , an American ,oddity. 

Rei igious figures stepped to the front I ines of leadership in, the fight to 
abolish s l avery: John Brown, Frederick Douglass' , both deeply religious, they 
used their talent, publ ie platforms, pulpits and their moral authority to 
speak out against ' the evil of slavery, to insist that this nation live up 
to its own best principles of freedom and equality. 
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Meanwhile in fields and cabins, slaves told ea~h other the story of the 
Exodus secretly at night, a symbol of hope and redemption. In the Black 
communities of slaves and freemen alike, · the reI igious leader was most 
often also the political leader; the natural result in small cohesive 
communities with their own internal soCial structure but little or no 
economic resources or political authority. 

There are similarities between these Black communites in the nineteenth 
and early twentieth century, and the Jewish communities of Eastern Europe 
during the same time. There too the rabbi was likely to serve as teacher, 
civic authority and negotiator with the outside world. Who better could 
articulate the hopes and goals of his community? Who better, in the 
tradition of Moses, to speak out to civil authorities on behalf of the 
oppressed? 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum and I come to this meeting to speak from our different 
perspectives; but we begin by acknowledging our common experience. As Jews 
and as Afro Americans, our people have known what it is like to be slaves. 
Of all the people in the world, we explicity remember that experience, 
reminding ourselves andourchildren that we were slaves -- in the land of 
Egypt and the United States. 

And as we remember slavery, we celebrate emancipation. We value and take 
joy in our freedom, knowing that it is brought to uS by God's grace and 
protected by constant human vigilance. 

Jews and Blacks have traveled different journies, but we share a common 
history; the experience of oppression. 

Both our people have suffered from harsh and painful government. For Blacks , 
that meant slavery -- legislated and enforced by government followed by 
years of inst ·itu.tionalized. legalized discrimination -- again. enforced 
against us by the agencies of our own government. 

For Jews, the memory is of the Holocaust. the horror of· rulers gone mad, 
the murder of millions of human beings, from babies to grandparents -
and the search for safety and refuge from which too many of the world's 
governments turned away. For both of us, the memories are fresh and the 
lesson clear. Because we have suffered from the murderous attacks of bad 
government, -- carried out in the name of the law, carried out by people 
even wearing the uniform of the law -- because we have experienced the horror 
of governance for ev il, we are totally committed to the standards of govern
ment for good. 

Because we have felt the pain and shed the blood of race hatr~d, we under
stand the need for interracial understanding and cooperation. Because we 
have mourned the fallen in the war ·of hatred and prejudice, we must p.ledge 
oursel ves again to fight for the triumph of knowledge and love. 
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let me share with you a story from recent history that will make our message 
clear. When Presi ,dent Reagan . announced. his plans to travel toBitburg, I 
was shocked. Sh!)cked that in spite of. appeals from government officials 
and the public, he would be adamant and remain so insen~itive to the feel-
ings of those who' had lived through that, history. In formulating my own 
response to his trip. - I spoke to people who were authorities on the Holocaust. 
here and abroad. I spoke to El ie Wiesel, the Nobel laureate -- a Nobel . 
Laureate who certainly merits our greatest gratitude and congratulations on 
an honor well deserved -:- as well as U. S. Or. Paul Parks of Bost.on, the 
former State Education Superintendent in Massachusetts,an engineer and 
veteran. 

Dr. Parks, a distinguished African-American, told me of his own personal 
experience as a soldier in the Unite,d States in .the United States Army . in 
1945. As a member of the Corps of Engineers, he was with the Black Battal ion 
that was the first to enter Dachau. When those ~roops approached this death 
camp. which were so. eerie and 's i lent, : they were fJ: 'ight~ed.· l rrhey thought ' 'it 
was a military camp; it was· a . dea~h camp . They saw the piles of bodies and 
knew they were in the presence of an incomprehensible tragedy and. consummate 
evi I. , But they also assum~d tt)at German soldiers were hidi.ng within the 
camp's walls, waiting to attack them . 

Inside those silent buildings, the remaining Jewish pri,soners were huddled 
in fear. They hear the approaching footsteps and assumed the worst, that 
German soldiers were returning to finis~ them off . Then. cautiously peering 
out, they real ized these soldiers were black and could not be Nazis. The 
pri soners, most 9f whom had never seen a Black, rush~d out when they saw 
them. In stark d·isbelief anQ in pa.ssionate 'relief, they embraced. They 
were in trauma . Both were, in shock . Both stood momentarily paralyzed on 
the cutting edge of history. Mutual fear and insecurity had been trans
formed . into mutual security and rescue . 

Blacks got to the Dachau ~nd Buchenwald concentration camps first. There 
are stories here that must be told. 

It is the spirit of those moments of triumph that must be recaptured and 
nurtured and never let go. For in, those moments were messages not just 
for Blacks and Jews , but for the ~uffering and rejected everywhere. For 
the entire community of the suffering and the survivors, including the 
Hispanics, Asians, Arabs, native Americans. Central Americans, and the 
people of the Carribbean. 

This true story of Or. Parks and Dachau is one of the most important lessons 
of our time. In their ignorance, inmates and liberators e~ch thought the ' 
other was the enemy. Separated ·by the de.ath camp's wa 11 s. they feared tlJe 
worst. But when they opened th~ir eyes, they saw for themselves,' they 
realized the truth. That we must look at each other squarely -- and 
recognize our al ,lies. Walls and ignorance . keep us apart. We must tear 
down the walls, open our eyes, smile through o~r tears, and open our hearts 
and arms to one another. 
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And so today when we look at the situation here at home, we see examples 
of racial conflict that are even more chilling because they involve the 
young for whom we have such high hopes. We can find many examples of 
walls of ignorance and fear. which breed insecurity and hatred, that 
manifests itself in acts of bl ind and mean violence. Caught in the prism 
of racism, we see natural allies kept apart. 

It is because I believe so str6ngly in that which we have in common that 
I came here tonight to talk about -our common future -- our cooperation 
for the common good. It is "because I believe so strongly in the ability 
of people of good will to reason together that I urge us all tonight to 
focus our sights not on those issues on which we may differ but on the 
large issues on which we agree. And it is because I believe so strongly 
in the need for us to work together that I want to speak to you tonight 
about some of the "myths that divide us. 

Yes we have real problems and real concerns. No resident of Queens, no 
resident of New York. no thoughtf,ul citizen of the United States can 
deny that we have problems and confl ic'ts between groups. But let us also 
be aware that some of these ' problems are exaggerated: that some of these 
conflicts have been exacerbated; that some of the so-called issues are 
better exposed as modern-day myths. 

Wh"at ;are , these myths? Let me list three. 

Fi rst is the myd .. that among the biggest problems facing Blacks and Jews 
are those posed by extremists within each group. The sociologists would 
refer to this as blami"ng the victim. In reality this is a political 
diversion, an attempt to distract our attention to the real problems for 
both of us caused by attacks from outside. And make no mistake -- the 
real extremists out there are aiming at both of us. The neo-Nazis in 
Idaho who want to build an Aryan Nation are full of hate toward Blacks and 
Jews. The Director of Communications in President Reagan's White House, 
wh'o argued against the celebration of Dr. ·Martin Luther King's birthday, 
also opposes the prosecution of Nazi war criminals. Even if we had less 
in common we would be reminded of our common interest by the enemies we 
share. 

The second myth is that Black/Jewish relationships are so fragile. in 
such bad shape, that they are somehow worse than relati6ns between other 
ethnic groups . 

Why is is that so much public attention is being focused on the relations 
between Blacks and Jews? Why is it always our relationship that is being 
tested, monitored and critiqued? The day after the killing at Howard Beach, 
did we hear cal Is for investigation of Ital ian-Black relations. When so 
few white ethnics in Chicago voted for Harold Washington, did we see 
newspaper articles about I rish-Croatian-Ital ian-German-ethnic Black rela
tions? Even the hardiest friendship would be endangered by constant 
laboratory testing and public monitoring. We remain under watch and 
investigation! t 

" . . . 
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The fact that our "relationships have lasted as long as they have in the 
fa~e of this pressure is a tes"tament to its strength and durability_ 

. And finally, I want tq speak "about th-e third "-- and potentially the most 
dangerous myth. That the positive" relationship is ov"er"; "that.' div"isions 
between Blacks and Jews have split "the old Roosevelt coalition. 

In fact, Jews and Blacks continue to Work togeth"er for so~ial justice at 
home and abroad. I.n the Congr~s·s. Black members and Jewish members work 
closely together, fightin"g for economi'c opportunity. for urban aid -- and 
for an end to Apartheid in South Africa. 

On the floor of Congress and voting booth, Jews an.d Blacks vote very much 
alike. In 198ft, despite the self-_ int;~rested predictfons of those who 
would divide us, both Jews and Blacks '/oted for Walter Mondale. last month 
in my home city oJ Chicago, where a g reat Hayor Harold Washington is seeking 
reelection, Jewish voters supported Ha.rolC1 Washington in numbers far greater 
than any other ethnic group. In public opinion polls ~nd in the polling 
place, Blacks and Jews demonstrate similar commitment to the values of 
social justice. civil rights, and human dignity, 

Those .are the myths, . but there are other factors which are not myths. It 
is not a myth to say that Blacks and Jews may differ -- but it is . alse time 
to say to one another that we can express our differences aloud and still 
be friends. Frie·ndship does not requi're choral speaking -- friends do not 
have to live in ~n echo chamber. If we speak i"n terms of civility; if we 
frame the debate within the terms of toleranc.e; if we extend to one another 
the respect we owe to one another. Allies can be honest and speak out, 
without fearing that our alliance will be destroyed. It is not a myth to 
say that there are issues on which Blacks an~ Jews may differ -- so long 
as we remember the many more on · which we agree. 

The bonds between us have been forged over ~any years of common experiences 
and gO.;:lls. Because we have arrived, at the same time at this place in 
history, does not mean we _have not · traveled different paths to reach this 
place~ If sometimes our · dif·ferent experiences lead us_ to different con
clusions, that does not inval idate the importance .of o~r values. 

Thus, .Blacks and Jews have very different reactions to the word quotas. 
For Blacks, a 'quota can . be a door toopportunity. For Jews, the quota system 
has meant ,a cefl ing on success . But because we di"ffer on quot·as does not 
mean we canit agree on affirmative action. opening the way for mionorities 
and women to participate in every phase of American life. 

Even reaching ~erica - was a very different experience for Blacks and -for 
Jews. For Jews, leaving Eur.ope to come to the .United States was to leave 
oppression and arrive at freedom. For Blacks the experience was reversed, 
leaving Africa to come to the United States meant leaving independence and 
being forced into slavery. Thus the very word immigration has a different 
meaning to us. , But both of us can agree that political refugees deserve 
the right to immigrate .. and both of u~; wi II fight fer these rights. 
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Whether the prisoner is Jacob Timmerman in the jails of Argentina or Anatol 
Shch.ranskyin the Soviet Union, or Nelson Mandela in South Africa -- we 
believe that the Government of the United States shou l d speak out on behalf 
of those unjus'tly jailed not make alliances with their jailers. 

That is why, when I went to Geneva with a peace delegation from the United 
States ~n~ had the chance to speak to Premier Gorbachev, I raised the issue 
with him about Soviet Jews. That is why earlier this month I met outside 
the White House with Koreans protesting the brutality of their own South 
Korean Government. And that is why so many of us, Black and Jew, white 
and Hispanic, marched together and were arrested together outside the 
South African embassies across this coutnry -- because on the issue of 
human rights. we are united. 

Look around this room 
Look at. the person s i tt ing next to you 
Look at the people sitting in your row 
And in front of you 
We are the people who care ••. the .people who make the effort to come out 
ton i ght -- to share with each other our fee lings and corr""j tment ..• The 
people who want to reach out and work together. 

Our enemy is not within this room but outside ... among those who try to stop 
communication ... to spread fear and distrust ... to set us against one another 
because they oppose our principles of social justice and human dignity. 

And so they try to set uS against one a·nother. 

Look at this building •.. think about the· value of this College, and the 
first rate education exper.iences this school made available. Think about 
the dedicated teachers who teach here like Barry Commoner, Alan Hevesi and 
Hike Harrington. Think ·about how much education has contributed to the 
health of our nation and the strength of our society. 

But there are those who want to cut back education. The PresideMt's budget 
proposes to trim 5 billion dollars from the Federal Education Budget, to 
narrow grants in favor of loans, to lessen the number of classes that can 
be taught, of scholarships .available. of textbooks that will be used. The 
enemy is not within this room but is outside among the people who talk about 
excellence but try to cut back education. 

Look at the young people with us tonight. Think of our own hopes and goals 
when we were their age . Think of what they mean to us, to all of us, as a 
society and as a nation. But what sort of future can they expect when decent 
jobs are shrinking, when America's economic base is weakened, when opportuni
ties for employment and education are disappearing. 

The enemy is not within this room but outside, among those people who would 
deny our young peopl.e the chance for a better life. 

When we understand that the enemy is outside, then we un·derstand too · that 
our· allies are inside. For us inside this room let there be no question 
that the all iance is real. the goals are shared, and that our directions will 
be forward. I thank you for the opportunity to s·peak with you tonight, and 
I look forward to answering your questions. 

, . 
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. . RABBI TAlllltlBAUM/R6V6RIlND JACKSON 

t-'.aroh 11. 1987 

SCHWARCZ : Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. On behalf of the Queens Blaok
\ 

Jeftish People to People Project, weloome to Queens College and to our first 

-' Gajer feru~ . The Queens Blaok-Jewish People to People Projeot grew, qu~te 

simply, out of a desire to reaoh out, to open channels of o.o':'-lilunication, and to 

promote understanding between the Black and the Jewish communities. The Project 

seeks to create a continuing dialogue between Black and Jewish groups in the 

borough of Queens by establishing a series of forum~ In which congregations of 

churches and synagogues, members of civic organizations, and representatives of 

professional organizations come together to listen to leaders from Black and 

Jewish groups, and to interact with each other. The goal of these activities is 

the creation of associations, cooperative ventures, and friendships .between 

Black and Jewish groups, thereby fostering understa~ding , compassio~, and 

harnoniolTs inter-ethnic relations. The Project is a grassroots organization, 

and as such. most of our events take plac~ at the, community' level . ,Still, we 

have planned two large-scale projects to speak out not only to the neighborhoods 

of Queens, but far beyond it as well. "Religious Leaders and Political 

Activists," tonight ' s forum, is one of these. You are probably as eager, as I to 

hear the speakers, so I will take only this moment to thank them both for being 



ith us this evening. and to thank the members of our committee who have worked 

) hard to see this forum realized . 

I would like to calIon Dr. Ceorge [Priestly]. Professor of Political 
. \ 

-; ience and Director of the [ ... ... ~ .•. • Program] at the COllege, to· introduce 

'Jr' president, Shirley Strom Kenney. 
.. 

nE~LY: Good evening, ladies, gentlemen.: friends. The committee has asked me 

.' . . 
) introduce our President, Shirley Strom Kenney : ' President Kenney ' Is in her 

eepest faculties In the nation. she has cha~tered ' a new , direction for the 

., lIege . and is in the process of setting up the mechanism for curriculw:a 

, 
~velopment. recruitment and other processes at the COllege. On this occasion, 

t is particularly appropriate to note her positive 'pronouncement of affirmation 

nd commitment to major "chan"ges :at the" COllege, especially in vi~w of our mUlti':" 

3cia1 and multi-ethnic community. Tonlght's ' occasion 15 also a testimony to 

he President' s and the college's int"~rest "In providing "a p~per co~t"ext "for 'the 

iscourse of race and "ethnic ""relations, the 'elusive-" "American dll~mma. President 

,,: " ::.": " ." "" 

enney. 

ENNBY: I want to welcome you to Queens College for our Black-Jewish People to 

: ople Project. I look forWard " to " sharing '" with yo~' thi~ oP'portunity to lIsten . 

~ think together, to shape ideas and jointly seek soluti ons to the problems 

hat affect all of us, 

, 
., . , 
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I grew up Jewish in Tyler. Texas. I grew up aware of the prejudices that 

Jews experienced, and those that Blacks experienced. The ' Klan didn't care for 

either Blacks or Jews. B~t\I did not envision th~t anyone could believe that 

our problem was each other. It was many years later, in the North, that I 
" 

encountered that possibility. and it was a great shock. The tensions between 

Blacks and Jews are particularly hard to understand because of all we have in 

common. We are two peoples who have said "Never again," who have said "We shall 

. ' 
overcome," who have suffered immeasurably merely by virtue of the accident of 

our birth. We face enemies, but we cannot afford to expand the compass of our 

enemies by turning on each other. For us to waste our energies on hatred within 

the league of the persecuted is to (scorn] the energies that must be put to 

:. 
real use. One thing is certain: Without solidarity, our cause is lost. 

If we are to overcome. we must work: together, and that Is why I am so 

pleased that Queens College has the great privilege of hosting a forum In which 

." ". " ~ .-

we can listen, we can learn, and in which the spark of other's ideas can 

.- - . 

illuminate our own, in which we can share our views with open minds and open 

1: : 
hearts. For as long as I can remember, civil rights has been the agenda of our 

time, for all of us. Together. Blacks and Jews, determined to prevent 

persecution in the future. we can make a difference. I look forward to working 

with all of you. Thank you. 



HWARCZ: Thank you, President Kenney . I have much pleasure in calling on 

ofessor [Allan Hapgood). who will introduce [Brenda Whlt~]. a member of the 

ard of Trustees of the City University of New York. , 
:OFESSOR : On behalf of the Black-Jewish People to People Committee, it is a 

'eat honor and pleasure to introduce the Honorable Brenda {carrolll White. The 
, .' 

Inorable Brenda White is a member of the Board of Trustees of the City 

liversity of New York, one of two Black: members; [we have some ways to go]. 

Ie is a graduate of (Wellesley] College, and the University of [ •. • ...... ]. 

~S . White is a practicing attorney with the Brooklyn-based law firm of Simpson 

lnd Oeritzy]. Without further adieu, I introduce the Honorable Brenda White. 

:IITE: Pres ident Kenney. Reverend Jackson, Rabbi Tanenbaum, honored guests, and 

Liends: On behalf of the Board of Tr·ustees of the City University of New York, 

bring you greetings . City University is the largest urban university in the 
" . .. .. .. ' 

3tion. with 20 campuses, including a law school and a medical school . Our 

tudent populatIon numbers over 180.000, and I must say the largest Black. 
. : ~ . . .. .' .' . ' ,. 

ispanic. Jewish. and Italian-American student population of any university in 
. I. _ .. -. 

he United States. We at City University are concerned about -'- indeed, we have 

ade it our priority -- equality i.n [the academy]. Now, equality, 1n the words 

f our Chancellor, Joseph [Bergman], stands for what he calls "willingness to 
... -

ttack the status quo, to think. to write. to speak critically about [power 

. . .. and power ... • . • . ] ... 

4 
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This fOLum tonight gives us just that oPpoLtunity . Sitting in this 

platfoLm tonight aLe 

two nationally recognized'[religious] speakers -- one Black. one Jewish . Their 

goals have expanded from the reaim of religion to the arena of politics. As 
" 

political activists, they are both outstanding leaders in hum-an relations [and 

•. •.. ]. Their vie·ws and ideas are critical to the ongoing dialogue between the 

Black and Jewish communities. 

There are a number of legitimate approaches to the goal of understanding 

racial and ethnic tensions. and reducing those tensions accordingly. Tonight, 

we take one of those approaches by listening carefully to the views of two 

persons who can give us insight into an area that we all must commit ourselves 

to learning more abo"ut. I thank you for attending [this evening]. 

,. 
SCHWARCZ: Ladies and gentlemen, at this stage I would like to calIon my true 

friend, a dear colleague; he's a memblir of the Political Science Departnient at 

the College. and a political leader of the f~st ~d '"finest quality, the 
, . 

"'". ' Assistant Majority Leader of the Assembly of New York in Albany. and I would 

like to express to him our heartfelt thanks "for his support In making this 

project possible. Ladies and gentlemen, I have much pleasure in presenting 

. . 
Professor Alan Hevesi, who will be the moderator of this evening's forum. 

HEVESI: Thank you 'very much, Ernie. 
. '. 

Ladies and gentlemen. welcome! This is a 

special evening, and I think it's going to have a particular meaning for 

5 



'eryone here. and maybe for lots of people who are not here. I want to 

'rsonally thank Queens COllege President Kenney. who is an outstanding leader. 

:an Ernie Schwarcz. who has been a dear friend and a terrific administrator for ., 
lny. nany years here at Queens College for putting together this most 

istinguished project. the Black-Jewish People to People Project, of which this 

lrum this evening is one part. 

Just by way of logistics, we will have a format . It's simple. but I 

link it will afford us the best opportunity to exchange views. Each of our 

istingulshed speakers will address you this evening, after which we will have 

)me opportunity for them to answer your questions. The way we organized that 

s we have requested that anyone who has an interest in asking a question to 

lease fill out the little form that's in your program. All the form asks for 

s your name and your seat number, and hand it to -an usher. The forms will be 

laced in a basket, and the basket will be brought up here, and I will put my 

and into the basket blindfolded and pullout the names, which will make a half 

dozen of you happy and the rest of you very angry. 

Let me tell you something very briefly about this Project. It really has 

ts genesis, if I may, in a meeting in a private home right outside the 

itzgerald Gymnasium here at the College, the home of Bill SChnerr, who is the 

ueens Chairman of the American Jewish Congress. He called together a group of 

egislators. Black and Jewish, over a year ago about a year and a half ago, 
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and I make to note for the record. well before Howard Beach -- in order to deal 

with the potential friction. tension, hostility that one could feel here In New 

York between the Black a~d Jewish communities. And out of that meeting came a 

suggestion, partly my idea,land partly the idea of a very good friend of mine, a 

former Assemblyman -- at the time an Assemblyman, later a COngressman for ~ 

short period of time, still a distinguished community leader -- Al [Walden]. By 

the way. Al is over there; we might as well recognize him. I take the liberty 

of ~ntroduclng Al Walden with the proviso that I'm not going to introduce anyone 

e:se who's prominent -- there are many prominent people here primarily for 

the reason that I would forget a substantial portion of them, and r'm in enough 

trouble already. But Al was an initiator of this project. We decided that we 

would pair off Walden and Hevesi, and later Congressman Floyd Flake and 

Congressman Gary Ackerman, Assemblywoman [Netty Mayers) and Assemblywoman Helen 

Marshall. to go into synagogues and churches and community groups and expose our 

Jewish constituents to Black leaders, and our Black constituents to Jewish 
. .. : . 

leaders, not that we would end up agreeing on major issues, but 50 there would 

be some measure of understanding. some connection between us, and the process of 

humanizing the representatlve~ of the other group. And we've been doing that 

with some consistency. It's not only a Queens idea; Assemblyman Daniel Feldman, 

for example, invited Assemblyman [Al Van) to an orthodox synagogue in Brooklyn, 

and the process is extending throughout the city. Out of that calle the idea, , 
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:cepted by the New York State Assembly in terms of a proposal to fund this 

(oject. to create the Queens Black-Jewish People to People Project, and here we 

ceo ~ goal 1s to get communities -- not leaders: leaders can meet all the 
\ 

ime -- out communities together. understand the humanity of their colleagues. 
, 

o ~~r3tand that whatever the color of skin, whatever th~ metnod of 

oZ'sh!ping, whatever the cultural background, we are all people, with similar 

xpe ~ ' .i.er..c(>s and similar needs, and to try to cut through that hostility that 

DeS (·z':st, unfortunately, and it exists too much in this city. and if we don't 

ea) , · ~ th it, it's going to overwhelm us. The purpose is to have people 

oge~;J2r wt,o identify these mutual needs: to have Jewish people understand what 

h, JUack experience has been: slavery, discrimination, oppression, lynching, 

Inc apartheid, because we had apartheid In the United States, in my lifetime, 

,n your lifetime, up until very recently, and there are pockets of it now. We 

I1dn ' t. call it apartheid: we called it something else. But that·s the reality 

~or i.i:'~: ~~ people. And for Black people to understand what the significance of 

~lng a Jew Is In the United States. Jews have done fairly well as an ethnic 

!roup n..re, but historically, Jews have not done well. The occasional moment 

Ihen vew!sh communities have been allowed some measure of freedom and 

>rosper1ty, 1n almost every case, it never lasted. And Black people should 

1f:d~!: ~tand the Jewish experience, with oppreSSion, and discrimination, and 

)ogr:'!3S, and being driven out of countries, and the Holocaust -- wholesale 
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slaughter. These are common experiences that all of us have to feel. and we 

felt the best way to feel them was to have people together, mixing. 

unders tanding. recognizing\that we have much more in common than we have in 

disagreement, even though we're going to disagree on some {things]. The bottom 
" 

line of this project Is tha~ we are here militantly to fight bigots, to fight 

=ac15t5. to fight anii-Semites, to fight bigots. It Is easy to be a bigot. It 

Is a simple process. A bigot Is generally a person with the lowest self-esteem, 

who has a need to hate someone else in order to compensate for .their own lack of 

self-val ue. And a bigot doesn't have to think. A bigot can be inaccurate, a 

bigot can hate; it answers all the questions. no thought, no caring. no need for 

recon~iliation, no need to deal with complexities. It ' s easy to be a bigot . It 

is to~gher to fight bigotry, but that ' s what this project is for: to do the 

tough things, to understand each other, to know where we're coming from, to try 

to agree, and to form coalition of two peoples with a long history of being 

vict!ms. 

So that' sour purpuse -- t.o declare war on bigotry -- and to do that, we 

have brought, a preliminary step 1n what I think will be a long-term project 

here at Queens COllege and in Queens COunty, two of the most distinguished 

clergymen and community leaders in this country. Two really outstanding human 

beings, two really extraordinary people, not without controversy -- certainly, 
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;lere's controversy, but when you're in public life and you're a leader, you 

ake risks; and when you take risks, controversy follows, and that's healthy, 

It is my great honor to introduce the first speaker, who is the National 
. \ 

nt erreligious Affai r s Director of the American Jewish Committee, an 
, , 

!',ga:'!1zation dear to my heart because my father for them for 25 ye~s , Newsweek 

eGc.r!.bed him as "the American Jewish community's foremost Apostle to the 

ent1les,' soliciting ,support for all factions of the Jewish community, He was 

.~ -only rabbi at the Vatican Council [II] and a consultant in that 

·~~aordlnary change of policy in the catholic church towards the Jewish 

'. 
:ourAL~ ty. He is Chairman of the New York Board of Rabbis JeWish-Christian 

:elat1ons Committee; he organized numerous institutes and seminars and 

:ongr,esses. He ' s done social work; he led the relief efifort to provide relief 

~or the Victims of the Nlgeria-Biafra conflict. He is the co-founder of the 

:nt~11g1ous Council on World Hunger, and 60 on and so on and so on. 

Ladies and gentlemen. it is a great pleasure for me to introduce to you a 

)cize-winning r~dio commentator. le~turer, aut~or of a tremendous number of 

c::.nc&T"3phs, articles and b<;)oks, the most distinguished leader in our community. 

"\abbi Mark Tanenbaum. 

rA!1"~ENBAUM: President Kenney, and a long-time colleague whom I knew [before 
°i 

\ 

.. ~ •• ], Jesse Jackson, Dr. Hevesl, Dr. Schwarcz. friends: Let me say at the 

)ut~~ t that one of the most practical projects in Black-Jewish relations that 
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occurred to me this evening as I walked into this platform, suggested that maybe 

the fIrst thing Jesse Jackson and I ought to do is organize a Black-Jewish 

- -, 
collection plate for an audience like this . I don ' t know about [Jesse's] 

experience in Baptist churches. (where I spend a good deal with many Baptist 

fciends], but it began to look like. Yom Kippur in the [ •... service] tonight. 

I want to begin at the outset to pay tribute to the respect for 

scholarship. Biblical scholarship. that's implicit In the way in which this 

1!'\'W·'lng has been oraanized. Thre was a wonderul story told during Vatican 

~,~il II. when I was present while the Vatican was facing up for the first 

time in some 1900 years to what has been the relationship of the catholic Church 

to the Jewish people, what had to be faced, what had to be repented. what had 

to be changed ~ During the course of the Council. someone told me this story. 

the late Blessed Pope John XXIII. whose inspiration it was to organize Vatican 

Coun~il II, which literally changed the course of "the history of the Catholic 

Chur~h over the past 1900 years. Before he was elevated to the papacy. he 

&erved as an [Apostolic] delegate to the Balkans. in Istanbul. And then after 

~n.t. he was brought to France, where he there served as an Apostolic delegate 

to the French government. representing the Pope in France. And as the stor 

- -

happened, Monsignor [Ronkolig], as he was then called, developed a very warm and 

intimate friendship with the Chief Rabbi of France, Rabbi Jacob [Kaplanl . And 

according to this account, Monsignor Ronkolig and Chief Rabbi Kaplan had been , 
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wiled by the President of France to a banquet held In [ ..... ]. They came 

)geL;er in this large reception hall. and they were chatt!ng. making small 

3L~, exchanging pleasantrle~. Then someone rang the gong for the banquet, for 

hem to walk through the reception hall into the main dining hall. And, as this 
.... ., '". 

teL"}' has it, the Chief Rabbi [came] to the door, before entering into the 

~quet. and MonsIgnor Ronkol!g was at his side. holding his elbow, and the 

hief Rabbi turned to Monsignor Ronkol!g and said, "Your Excellency. after you. 
'", -

ou iirst . " An~. Honslgor Ronkolig, who was very fond of the Rabbi, turned to 

.Lll:. ~d said, "No, Your Excellency. Chief Rabbi, you first." And this went on 

'or l ike five minutes, back and forth. Alfonse and Gaston routine; meanwhile, 

the,'re piling up traffic] of people trying to go through the door, Finally, 

'ope Jolm --. then Monsignor Ronkolig -- in his characteristic Italian, earthy, 

:peasantJ way, grabs hold of the arm of Chief Rabbi Kaplan, begins to shoye him 
'-' . ' .. ' . ,:,~ 

::.ht";\.1~ the door ... ' exclaiming, "No, Chief Rabbi, the Old Testament before the 
.' .. " 

'ie~ ~estagent," and shoved him into the banquet hall. WeI, normally I would 
" 

l ppear after Jesse Jackson. after he h~s, in his powerful, charasmatic, 
" '. , . .• '. ' " '. ' -.! ' •. 

~~!rizing way, taken o,,:er an audience, and I would feel .like a shlerniel after 
" 

t1,t? t , trying somehow to take hold of what was left over of the audience. But I 
.', .' 

guess this Is an act of pure academic scholarship, the Old Testament, the Hebrew 

~ciptures, before the New Testament. Let Jesse's mother worry. 

12-
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The invitation extended to me by the Honorable Allan Heves!, Assistant 

Majori~} ~~ader of the New York State Assembly, and Professor of Political 

SCieJ~ at ~Jeens College) and indeed he is right; we have wonderful memories of 

association with his late 81essed father, who served the American Jewish 

Ccmmittee with distinction. The invitation from him and from Professor Ernest 

Sch~arcz, Dean of Jewish Studies at the COllege, is deeply appreciated. Their 

establishment and support of the Queens Black-Jewish People to People Project Is 

both a symbol and a substantive contribution to a vital, compelling goal that 

~opefLlly all of us here tonight share: the overcoming of misunderstanding and 

the advancement of knowledge, mutual respect. and cooperation between the Black 

and Jewish people and their communities, in the context of a profound common 

concern (or the welfare of our beloved American democratic republic. Let me be 

clear at the outset about my mandate as I see it this evening, I speak here as 

an Indlvidual~ only for .yself, exercising my democratic right of free speech. 

While 1 bellave that I may express the feelings and views of many -- perhaps 

most, I don't know · _- in the Jewish community. what I am about to say does not 

represent the official positions of the American Jewish· Committee, and certainly 

.not those of the American Jewish community, which is characterized by diversity 

and a plurality of views, as Is true of every other religious, racial or ethnic 

group in our democratic society. 
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Why are we here this evening? Why is there such an impressive turnout of 

~ople f r om this community coming together tonight at Queens College? This is 

at zn easy evening. eith~~ for the Reverend Jesse Jackson nor for myself. If 

'he bigots and extremists in our society had their way. ' this evening would not 
, , 

'a~e taken place. The fact that Jesse Jackson and I made our own separate ", . 

!ec-fA1ons to share this platforn in the face of threats. slanders and 

. ntl~!~atlons, is a statement of our determination to reject hatred. bigotry. 

~ ~bal violence from whatever quarter it is issued. We do not and we will 

10~ [obey) the troublesome and disturbing episodes in Black-Jewish relations in 

:he recent past. What our purpose is tonight. as I see it. is to try to find a 

~tter way. a more (simple] and constructive way. for Blacks and Jews to live 

~ work togehter, as they have done -- we ~ust n?t forget -- as they ha~e done cc- ( 

:or much of their history during the past 25 yearsT~ ~:~e~~;:~ew~" ~~;:-;----'--~! 
:on.tght? And I want to try to answer that question out of my reflect~on.s and my 

/'. 
~xperiences during the past quarter century or more. 

r / " ",-, _c'----' • ..::.=---:~.:::.:.· .,;.._ ::"':::;.c:.. ~----~ _ __ .----

In 1968, I became involved with catholic and Protestant leaders 1n try~ng . 

tb ! ',?,lieve the suf~er.ing of the victims of the Niger1an-B~a.fran conflic~ . . That 

~li.~"'$'JL"e. day in and . day out, to so much destru.ction of human lives, with tens 

)f thousands of deaths of Muslims and Christians. and the incredible starvation 

;,£ thousands of innocent children, literally transformed my life. While t.he 

~e\1ish agenda, the cause of Soviet Jews who suffer oppression still; the cause 

14-



• 

of Israel. the cause of peace in the Middle East between Jews and Arabs; the 

. . 
Blaci< Jews of Ethiopia, who still suffer incredible oppression and poverty among 

, 
other Ethiopi ans, are constantly at the core of my consciousness, since that 

experIence of 1968, literal,ly i have been driven to dedic~te much of my waking 

t ..... .rx r. to the problelll of world refugees, world hunger, . and international human 

rl;:h tr.. There are about some 12 million refugees In the world today, some six 

million of them In Africa, the largest refugee problem In the world, moSt of 

t.he~ livIng In desperate conditions. The [searing] fact is that most of these 

11ifugee tragedies to which I have been exposed or have been involved are the 

re~lt of religious, racial, ethnic and tribal conflicts. In the SUdan several 

years ago, nearly a million Black Christians [and Animis ts] were massacred by 

Arab Muslim tribes of the north. In Uganda, President Idi Amin for life and his 

(Nubian] tribesmen slaughtered some half million Slack Christians, half of them 

Ar;c l l':'ans, half of them Roman catholics. In India, there are unending 

, . 
slauy.hters of MusH.s, Hindus and Sikhs; In sri Lanka, Talll11s and Sinalese 

destroy each other -- all in the name of God [and nation]. The Iran-Iraq war 

has r esulted In the deaths of an estimated quarter million human beings, many of 

them children 12 to 14 years old, told that by their martyrdom, they've assured 

themselves certain ascent to Paradise . Lebanon. once the citadel of Arab 

Christendom; Lebanon, once to the Arab Christian world what Israel is to world 

Jewry; the model of pluralism in the Middle\ East as Lebanon has been is now the 
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ja11y abbatoirJ. And who loses sleep over Ireland. where for more than a 

acacte. Protestants and catholics have been destroying each other? Religious. 

actal and ethnic hatreds have become the engine of an epidemic of 
'. 

ehu.anizalion in the world. Nowhere is that dehumanization more palpable and 

.' 
r~gic tha~ in South Africa. In October 1985. I went on a mission with the 

~ ~ric~i Jewish Committee. our leaders, to SOuth Africa, We met with a great 

al i' r ·~' ~esentatives from every segment. of that blighted society. from 

rc; ; ",:r. ~)P Tutu, Black union leaders [with the ••.. Legal Aid SOciety], the 

~- -. 1£ t.he government, business, and the Jewish community. It Is a 

._ ~, an abomination, to experience the chemistry of nationalist arrogance 

rn, ~ -'.iglous bigotry. Two [ • ... ] religious lies have dominated Western 

;a ·.ion, including that of south Africa, which is a Western country. Jews 

lave suffered and have been destroyed by the 1900-year-old religious lie of 

. .. 1d~1 . the absurd notion that the Jewish people collectively killed Christ, 

me . . ·.fore must endure unending punishment and exile . And some 

fundamentalist Christians even to this day preach the obscenity that the Nazi 

qoloc~~st was God's ultimate punishment of the Jews for havng allegedly killed 

;hrist. But apartheid is another such religious lie. In the Dutch Reform 

: hurches. it has been taught for generations as gospel truth that the Black 

~eople have been cursed by God with the curse of Ham, the forebear of Black 

people in the Biblical story. segregation, apartheid, have thus been justified 

1(" 
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as doing God's will . I saw the demonic power of that religious lIe, as I 

~atched from afar in Soweto, in 1985. watched dozens and dozens of young 

~fr1~aans leaping out of ~heir [hippo armored] troop carriers, there in Soweto, 

shooting Black youths at w~ll. These young Afrikaans, fresh off the farms, 

their heads filled with their church lessons, have been rais~d in a culture of 

rel!Jlous and racial hatred and bigotry that has been indulged without limit. 

Where were they to learn that the li£e of a Black child is as precious in the 

.:yes G£ God as their own? 

The late psychoanalyst, Dr . Erich Fromm, in his monumental last work. The 

Al1lJCOiJY oE Human Destructiveness, called such behavior "group narcissism." As 

:.!l: ·':;le dynamics of individual narcissism, a group attributes· to itself all 

virtue and assigns to the ["out"] group all vice, everythin"g [that's eery]. 

SUCh a group becomes totally self-centered and sees itself as naturally 

~iltK.::-ior, and aees the other as inferior, an infidel, a heretic, deserving of 

o.str'.JCtion. Dr. Fromm called such group conflict PSYchopathic behavior" that is 

responsible for much of the group aggression, terrorism, and violence that 

poc:.tmarks the world today. The cost in human lives that the human family is 

paring for such religious and racial hatred allover the world Is staggering, 

beyond human comprehension. In a nuclear missile age, such psychopathology 

wjL~ut of control could conceivably. God forbid, trigger off a nuclear 

oolocaust. 
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7 I Blacks and Jews \al1 Americans., .. need to aCknowled~e tha~ America is 

i£ferent -- has been different, II different. For the past 200 years, our 

~tional and religious leaders have struggled mightily to establish an open, 
. . \ : 

emocratlc, pluralist society. The true genl~s of America rests not on sending 

ur automobiles and Coca-Cola around the world; true genius of America rests in 

~e ~lity that each religious, racial and ethnic group comes to the common 

merican table by right, as first-class citizens, and not by suffering. Each 

ZOv~ -- religious, racial, ethnic -- has its own agenda, appropriately. its own 

~§s and] priori ties, and has a right to receive a fair and sympathetic 
:: 

:e2z1ng, has a share in the American table. ·While advocating its own agenda, at 

.he &"!<me time each of us has a simultaneous, a collateral and overarchfng 

Ibl,i"gatic.n to serve the common welfare. American democracy is founded on a 

~cial compact which is a very fragile instrument. Watergate taught us .how 

:.rag.tle . Irangate has taught ~s how..fragile that compact can become. That 

:ornp~t needs to be continuously nurtured by an intense commitment to civility 
:: . . ',: ' ::~ .. 

lnd mutual respect. That does not prevent nor preclude constructive criticism 
.- . ,. , .. 

)f ~~j other's positions, or holding different views. B~ indulging religious 

lr r~1al bigotry, reckless and uninhibited racial epithets, or anti-semitic 
. ,., . 

jefamations, can beat this preciOUS, frag~le social compact into the ground, 
'. . .. . , .: 

li1t'.J dust. My friends, America is the only nation on earth that has not ben 

jespol1ed by religious wars. We have not had 30 year wars; we have not had 100 
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year wars of a religious character, as one finds allover the European 

iandscape. We have had far too much of racism, and anti~Semltism, of lynchings 

and verbal 
I c ,~0 

v!01ence1 and let me tell you that the (canard), the obscenity, that 

Zionism is racism is just spch an expression of defamation and verbal violence . 

..• attacks of demagogues, and of such moral courage and integrity is 

credibility made of. At their height, and at their most productive, Black-

·jewlst; relations in the 19605 and 19705 were a paradigm of democratic pluralism 

at its best. The essential reason for .that extraordinary, indeed historic, 

cooperation was once formulated by our colleague, [Albert VorsBan], who, in an 

op-ed piece in the ~w Yock Times, recalled how, in 1964, the late Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. was challenging, together with Jesse Jackson and Andrew Young 

a.od many other friends and colleagues, Dr. Hartin Luther King was challenging 

i:'aci2..l discrImination in public accommodations. In St. Augustine, Florida, 

there was a fierce resistance from the sheriff and the police, as well as from 

the White Citizens' Council and the l<u Klux Klan. And Martin Luther King sent a 

telegraa to the conference that was then meeting in Atlantic City of the Central 

Congress of American Rabbis, -and he appealed for their help. Literally within 

hours, that very day, 16 rabbis came to St. Augustine, where they joined Or. 

King and his brothers and sisters. They entered the Black church and joined in 

common prayer and mutual solidarity, and then went off to try to integrate a 
\ 

19 



unch counter in the face of incredible hatred, contempt, anti-Semitist and 

~cist [obloquies]. All of them -- Martin King and all around him, and the 16 

3bbls -- were all f~rced by,electric cattle prods into a cell in the prison of 

,to A~gustine. A number of, ~hem had their lives threatene~. Why did these 
\ ' . 

abb~; engage in acts of civil disobedience? Why were they [ .... prepared] to 

,0 t c jail, almost spontaneousl>:, at once? Vorsman wrote the following. He 

:a1d., "the answer is simple: Hartin Luther King, Jr . No other person could . . 
~v~ evoked such an instantaneous and uncritical response from us. With Dr. 

:ing. there was implicit trust, a profound bond and a mutual respect, and a deep 

·:ense of solidarity with his mission ~d that of his people. We respected him 

~cause he was intellectua.lly .keen, an~ a powerful orator." His disciple is not 

: 0{) bad t -eIther. And, Vorsman adds, "We loved him because he cherished the 

Ilory of racial and religious diversity. He despised Black separatism as both 
, " ' . :...; 

<,rung arld ' counterproduc~:ve. He saw the Civil ~ights revolution not as a Black 

(eb~11i~ but as a covenant of White and Black, Christian and Jew, standing 
~ . !. 

together for decency. To Dr. King, justice was a seamless web. Anti-semitism 
. .; . ' 

~nd CL,tl-catholic prejudice, like racial bigotry, were anathema. His goal was 

,1ot only justice for America's Blacks, but hUman rights for all peoples L .•.• l 

~verywhere." Then Vorsman adds, "If, as I believe, [Meier Kahane] is 

~s5entially a problem Jews must face and resolv.e, so the Reverend Louis 
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Farrakhan is a central challenge to the integrity and the future of the Slack 

CC!K:i.:.l') ! ty. " 

Slack-Jewish relations are bigger than Louis Farrakhan or Meier Kahane; 

and we still have much in qommon to transcend our demagogues and our frictions. 

As Dr. King never tired of pointing out, Blacks and Jews have common enemies -~ 

net .~ · .. :::: t in the 19605. Read the New York Times this 'Week, on what is happening 

on 16 major campuses in America, the racism that's begun to erupt again against 

young ~lack students on college ca.puses. Read what is happening in the Farm 

Bel~. ~ ~ America, where the Aryan Brotherhood, the Christian Identity Movement, 

and the (Posse Kam!tantls1, joining together with the Klan, are now trying to 

creat,. the canard that the decline of the farms of America. the breakdown of the 

faa:i.:i. ~' farms -- one of the great tragedies of this country is due for one 

reaso, only: The Jewish conspiracy of America has set out to buyout the 

£;~r!k :·. CI!;d of America . It is the Jewish conspiracy that is responsible for the 

crl~;6 In the farabelt. They have not gone away. They're always beneath the 

surface . 

'lie have a shar;'d history of oppression that gives us a shared vision of a 

cOKpaszionate and open society. And~ my friends, we need each other. I spoke 

today to our Washington representative; (Hy Buchbinder], about problems relating 

to SOUth Africa. And he talked to me about the incredible c!oseness* the 

incredible cooperation between congressmen who are Blacks and Jews. and he said* 
" 
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No two other groups in the United States Congress vote together as consistently 

or their respective agendas as do the Jewish and Black congressmen 1n the 

nit.ed States Congress. to • 

\ 

And they are addressi~g a common agenda: protecting the poor, the 
. , 

ncr~asins poverty, especially among the underclass. from the social cuts which 

;.w~ taken· place during the last four years; working together on the problems of 

ne~~loyment, on family life, on education. on fair housing; drugs, crime, 

·io~r~; resisting together the violations of the separation of church and 

:tate. which continues to mount, from the radical Right, week after week; 

.og~ther working for the security of the State of Israel, speaking out for . . 

~vjet Jews and others denied their human rights; opposing together apartheid in 

~uth Africa and racism at horne . Despite the irritation of the conflicts that 

~ loud Black-Jewish relations, even on such anguished issues as affirmative 

~tion, where there can be legitimate and construction criticism, there Is still , , 

I bond that links Jews and Blacks together. , D~. Martin ~uther King, Jr, forged 
.,. ," . ·1· 

) Black-Jewish qond in love, devotion. [blood and dreams), The greatest homage 

Je JefolS can pay to his memo~y. that superb religious leadeF as poli tlcal 
• !. 

lCti~!st, is to nurture and strengthen that bond which was and must remain a 

.ilessing for America and for the world , I can only hope and pray that this . . 

ihared evening with Jesse Jackson, whom I've known for many years, will mark a 

;:"Jtning away rom the aberration and the deviation from Black-Jewish relations of 
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the past, and will return us to the highway of justie, mutual respect. mutual 

support and solidarity, for the sake of the Black and Jewish people of our 

\ nation, and above all, for the well-being of this great American democratic 

society which we love. Th~nk you. 

HEV~I: Thank you very much, Rabbi Mark Tanenbaum. As I was l1st~n"~ng to yOH, 

Rabbi, you touched a nerve, an historical nerve, in making reference to that 

coalition of Jews, Blacks and others that was the experience early on in the 

Clvi :" Rights movement in the late 1950s and early 1960s. I was a student at 

~~~ College at the tiRe, and as he spoke, three names popped into my head, 

names that we should not forget, some of us who are connected to the COllege 

shou ~d remember: Cheney. Shwermer and Goodman. Three young people, in a flush 

of their commitment to principle and idealism two of thea Jewish, one of them 

Black who went South to fight in the Civil RIghts movement, non-violently, 

and were murdered in the South because of their commitment. Maybe that's what 

we need to focus on, that kind of spirit that would compel people to make that 

k1r.d of sacrifice. 

Ladies and gentlemen. it's a great privilege for "me to introduce a 

centieman who was appointed by ~tin Luther King early on in his career as 

Director of Operation Breadbasket, which was the economic arm of the Southern 

Christian Leadership COnference. Later, in 1971, organized Operation PUSH --

People United to Serve Humanity. I remember reading about it then. What struck , 
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was the theme of this self-help organization, 1f I may characterize it, the 

'erne of it was people -- poor people, oppressed people, victims -- fighting 

leir W81 out of their vict1m~zation by themselves, not depending on others but 

I their own self-worth l on their hard work, on their own value. The gentleman 
" 

~ter organ.1zed a Push for Excellence in Education program. He has been a 

~ader in the Slaek community £or several decades. In 1983, he 'began his 

1~ldacy for President of the United States. He was a leading candidate in the 

181 ~ction. As a politician. I note that he received three and a half 

U[l1~ votes in the primaries, 22 percent of the total of the Democratic 

c-·illa-y; he won four states and Washington, D. C. He is a renowned orator. 

;,{nt.er, philosopher. community leader -- not without controversy, but certainly 

n? of the great leaders in America today. Ladies and gentlemen, the Reverend 

esse Jackson. 

~i: Dr. Kenney, Dean SChwarcz. Rabbi Tanenbaum, friends gathered on this 
.' .. 

istQrJc occasion tonight: Tonight, I too am here because I want to be here. 

This is the place to be a critical mass). Relations in this nation [will have 

ri i~t:t] upon Amer.ica and the world. I speak for myself. The views. 

,erh~s. represent most members of the Rainbow COalition and friends [beyond 
.~ . 

tJ. I want to thank Queens college for sponsorship of this important evening, 
1.. 

'or YQU!" gracious hospitality. [and in a special way] to you, Alan Hevesi. for, 

,long- with [Brother WaldenJ, deyeloping the idea of Black-Jewish dialogues, for 
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ensuring thelr support, but most of all, for your own personal leadership and 

lrit.~gr!t.y. You're a very necessary person. Thls community Is fortunate to have 

yO'.l .. i!l your district, i~ \ the assembly, and In classroom. 

[ •••• J we begln by speaking of religious speaker as polltial leader. a 

tr~dj~lon gOing back at least as far as Hoses. that great leader whose life is 

also a SYIilbol of interracial cooperation. It was Moses, the Jewish child 

raised by an Egyptian princess, who led his people out of Egypt to freedom~ The 

Bible says, [fleeing] the court of Pharoah, Moses went to Miead, and married 

[Sap' .r·;:Ij . an African woman, and named their child [Mershe], because, he said. "I 

am a stranger in a foreign land." As a political leader. Moses spoke up to 

Phar ;~~, told the truth [to] Pharoah and [braved] his wrath, then led the 

Jewi$h people across the Red Sea [on the way] the Promised Land. As a religious 

leade.r', Moses spoke up to the same people. When he came down from Mt. Sinai 

wi~h the Ten Coamandments, he found them worshipping the golden calves. And 

thlf ~s the finest tradition of rellgious leaders: to speak the truth, to 

stand uP to imperial authority when necessary. and to speak out to one's own 

conln:gation when appropriate. Aways be prepared in God's name to speak the 

tt'lIth as you know it. 

American history began with religious figures serving as political 

l~aders. Led by their ministers, the Pilgrims dared that dangerous voyage 

across the Atlantic in search of religious freedom, and yet, ironically, what , 
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ley valued for themselves, they denied to others: forbidding dissension, 

~r5ecuting Quakers, and [demanding adherents] to strict sectarian lives. There 

.'e other examples, too, [thC{t] early religious figures preached and practiced 

)lerance and respect. The Baptist minister, Roger WillIams. founded a colony 

1 Rhode Island on the principles of religious tolerance. The Quaker 

~adership of Pennsylvania, fleeing persecution at home, offered sanctuary to 

thers; and not coincidentally. Cfair play] to Native Americans, an American 

Ust. and too long an American oddity. 

Religious figures stepped to the front line in the leadership in the 

i ght to ab-;,l ish slavery" John Brown, Frederick Douglass -- both deeply 

-ell gioU5 used their talents, [pulpit] platforms, pulpits, and their moral 

luthority to speak out against the evil of slavery, and insist that this nation 

Live up its own best principles of freedom and equality. Meanwhile, in the 
.~. . , 

:!elds and (encampments]. slaves told each other the story of the Exodus 

2Cretly at night, a symbol of hope and redemption. In the Black communities of 

slaves and freemen alike, the religious leader was most often also the political 

t9ader, the natural result in small, cohesive communities with their own 

Internal 60cial structure. (political "., ... ] economic resources, or political 

authority. 

There are Similarities between these Black communities in the 19th and 

early 20th century and the Jewish communities of Eastern Europe during the same 
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tiMe. There, too, the rabbi was likely to serve as teacher, civic authority, 

ar.d negotiator with the outside world . Who better to articulate the hopes and 

.&;)als of his community? ioIho better, in the tradition of Hoses, to speak out. to 

civil authorities on behal~ of the oppressed? 

Rabbi Mark Tanenbaum and I come to this meeting to speak about different 

r.p. rspectives. We begin by acknowledging our common experience. As Jews and 

African Americans, our people have known what it is like to be slaves. Of all 

" .... r .. people in the world. we explicitly remember that experience, reminding 

o~selves and our children that we were s laves, in the land of Egypt and the 

Urlfted States of America. As we remember slavery, we celebrate emancipation. 

~e (value] and take joy in our freedom, knowing that it was brought to us by 

~,od's grace, and protected by constant [human) vi gilance. Jews and Blacks have 

traveled different trails; we share a common history -- the experience of 

oppression . Both our people have suffered from harsh and painful government. 

For Blacks that was slavery legislated and enforced by government, followed by 

years of institutionalized and legalized discrimination, again enforced by the 

agencies of our own government. For Jews, the memories are of the Holocaust, 

~ ~he horror of rules gone mad]. The murder of millions of human beings, from 

babies to grandparents, and the search for safety and refuge from which too many 

too many of the world's governments turned away . For both of us, the memories 

are fresh, and the lesson clear. [because] to suffer from the murderous attacks , 
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f bad government, carried out in the name of the law, carried out by people 

\f~n wearing the uniform of the law;. because we've experienced the horror of 

overnance for evil, we must \ be totally committed to the standards of government 

of recent history will make our message clear. When PreSident 

ecgan announced his plans to travel to Bitburg, and forgot the second World 

:ar. I was shocked. ( .•••• ) that in spite of appeals from government officials 

md t he publw. he would be [ •.•.. ] and remain 60 insensitive to the feelings of 

.hose who had lived through that history. In formulating my own response to 

.his trIp. I spoke to people who are authorities on the Holocaust, here and 

lbroad. I spoke to Elie Wiesel, the Nobel laureate -- a Nobel laureate who 

;ertainly ~erits our greatest gratitude and congratulations for an honor well 

ieserved -- as well as, in the U.S., Dr. [Paul Parks] of Boston, the former 

3tate Education Superintendent in Massachusetts, an engineer, a veteran, an 

'frican-American. Dr. Parks, a distinguished African-American, told me of his 

Jwn personal experience as a soldier In the United States Army in 1945. As 

~ember of the COrps of Engineers, he was with the Black battalion that was the 

first t.o e!1ter Dachau. When those troops approa.ched this death cam~. which was 

so eery and silent, they were frightened . They thought it was a military camp 
.. 

held by the Ge·rmans; it was a death camp. They saw the piles of bodies and knew 

they were in the presence of an incomprehensible tragedy and consummate evil. 



But they also assumed that German soldiers were hiding within the camp's wal~s, 

waiting to attack them. Inside those silent buildings, the remaining Jewish 

p~1soners were huddled i~\fear. They heard the approaching footsteps" and 

assumed the worst -- that German soldiers were returning to finish them off. "In 
" 

c~tiously peering out, they realized that these "soldiers were Black, and could 

not. be Russians. The prisoners, most of whom had never seEm a Black, rushed out 

when they saw them. "In"" [sta~k] " disbelief and (impaSSioned] " relief, they 

; . 

[embraced]. 'l'hey were in trauma, both were " in shock. "Both stood momenta'rilY 

paralyzed on the cutting edge of history. Mutual fear and insecurity had been 

transformed into mutual security and rescue. Blacks got to Dachau and 

Buchenwald concentration camps first. These are stories that "must I?e ' told," arid 

!feltl. and taught. It is the spirit of ' those moments of t~"iumph th~t must be 

messages for Blacks or Jews, b~t for the sufferIng and rejected ev~rywheie, ' for " 

, 
~ entire community of the suffering " and the survivors: the HiSpanics, the 

:"'~" " 

"c"" " ." 

~ " " ' ' .. 
"Caribbean. 

This true story of Dr. Parks and Dachau is one of 'the most imPortant 

lessons of our time. In their ignorance~ " inmates and liberato~s " each thought 

the other was the enemy. "Separated by the death C~P'5 walis:. " the~ fe~~d the 

worst. But when they opned their eyes, th~! saw for themselve~, they realized 



. ' 
:he truth: that we must look at each other squarely. and recognize our allies. 

~al16 and ignorance have kept us apart . We must lear down · the walls, open our 

·~yes:. smile [through) our teilrs, open our hearts to one another. to (give, 

'.-edeem and move on]. 

And so today. when we look at the situation here at home, we see examples 

Jf racial conflict that are even more chilling because they involve the young, 

for whom we have had and have such high hopes. We can prov~de many examples of 

4s11s of ignorance and fear which bring insecurity and hatred, that manifest 

~7cmselves in acts of blind and mean violence. [caught in the prison] of 

racism . tole see natural allies kept apart. 

It's because I believe so strongly in that which we have in common I come 

here tonight to talk about ,our common future, our cooperation for the common 

good, It's because I believe so strongly in the ability of people of good will , 

to reason together, [that there is ..•... ] tonigh~ . to focus o~r sights not on 

~~e issues on which we may differ, but the large issues on which we agree. It's 
'. " : 

~ecause I believe so strongly in the need for us to work together, I w?nt to . . ... , 

speaK to you tonight about the myths that dIvide us. Yes, we have real problems 

end real concerns. No resident of Queens, of New York, no [thoughtful] citizen 

in this nation tonight can deny that we haye problems and conflicts between 

groups. r ....... where some of] these problems are exaggerated, some of th~se 
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conflicts have been exacerbated. Some of the :'So-called issues have been exposed 

as modern-day myths. Let me list three of these. 

First is the myth ~that among the biggest problems facing Blacks and Jews 

are those posed by extremists within each croup. SoCiologists would refer to' 
" 

this as "blaming the victim." In reality, this is a political diversion, an 

at~~pt to distract our attention from the real problems to both of us caused by 

attacks from the outside. And make no mistake, there are extremists out ' there 

aiaing at both of us: the Nee-Nazis [ ...... ) who want to b'ulld" a~ Ary~n nation 
.J. 

are full of hatred toward Blacks and Jews; [directors of communications] in 

President Reagan's White House who argued against the celebration of Dr. King's 

birthday; [ .... opposed to the] prosecution of Nazi war criminals. Even if we 

had less in common, we would .~ ~e~inded of our common interest:s by the ~nemles 

we share. 

The second myth is that Black-Jewish reiations ar~ so fragile, in such 

.. :-,' .. ' 

bad shape, that they're somehow worse than relations between other ethnic 

groups. Why Is it that So" much pubr"ic 'attEmdon is ~lng' 'focused' on the 

. , ~ .' 
Why is it aiway'; oUr relationship that"s relations between Blacks and Jews? 

being tested, monitored, critiqued, ' investigated? The day after the killing 'in 

Howard Beach, did we hear calls for investig~t10~'s of ' Italian'-Black relations? 

When so few [White . ethnics] in Chicago voted for Harold Washingt~n, did we see 

. . . 

newspaper articles abOut Black-Irish, Black-Croatian, Black-Italian; Black- . . \ . 
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erman relations? Even the hardest friendship would be endangered by constant 

abc~atory testing, public monitoring, and investigation. We remain under watch 

nd investigation. The fact our relationships have lasted as long as they have, 
. \ . 

. n the face of this pressure, is a testament to its strength and. durability. 

" 
And finally I speak about the third, potentially themost dangerous, myth: 

.hat [because] the relationship is over, divisic:ms .between Blacks and Jews have 

;r.tlit the old Roosevelt COalition. In fact, Jews and Blacks continue to work 

ogether for social justice at home and abroad. In the COngress, Black members 

~ld Jewish members work closely together, fighting for economic opportunity, for 

lrban aid·, and for the end of apartheid in South Africa. [But before Congress], 

-:.he vot ing booth, Jews an,! BI,acks tend vote very much alike. In 1984, despite 

!:.he (s.Uf!· ·interest and predictions] of those who would divide us. both Jews and 
, -

~lack voted for Walter Mon~ale in greater number than any other two groups. 

RlaOXs (. ..•.... ] In the city of Chicago for a great mayor. Harold Washington. 

freceiveQ] re-election, Jewish voters supported Harold Washington In numbers far 

~eater than any other ethnic group. In public opinion polls and in the 

[polling place], Blacks and Jews demonstrate similar commitment to the values of 

:;ooi al justice, ·civil rights. and human dignity. 

Those are the myths, but there are other factors which are not myt~s. It 

is not a myth to say that Blacks and Jews may differ • . [There's always a time to 

52Y] to one another that we've expressed our diffeq:mces aloud, and. still be 



,',. . ; ~ ,,: " 

friends with mutual respect. Friendship does not require choral speaking. 

Friends do not live in an echo chamber. If we speak' in terms of civility, if we 

frame tlle debate within the terns of tolerance, in which dealing with one 

another with respect we owe to one another, allies that will be honest and speak 
" 

out about fear that our alliance could be destroyed. It is not a myth to say 

there are issues on which Blacks and Jews may differ, a's long as we remember 

that winning the war is the issue on which we agree. The bonds between us have 

been forged over many years of common experiences and goals. But because we 

have arrived at the same time at this place in history does not mean that we 

have not traveled different paths 'to reach this' place. Sometimes our different 

Experiences will lead us to different conclusions. That does not invalidate the 

importance of our values. Blacks and Jews have very different reactions to the 

word "quota." For Blacks .. a quota can be a door to opPortunity; for the Jews. 

the quota system has [put] 'a ceiling on success. But bet:ause we ' differ on .' 

quotas does not mean we can't agree on affirmative action, opf:ning : the way for 

minorities and women to participate in 'every phase at' American" life. Even 

reaching America was a different ~xperience' for Bla~ks and for Jews, ' For' Jews, 

leaving Europe to come to America was to leave oppression and 'arrive at freedom; 

" . 
it was the experience of an immigrant, welcomed at Ellis Island and greeted by 

the Statue of Liberty, For Blacks, the experience was rever~ed. ' It was not an 

immigrant experience'; it was a slave experience. Leaving Afric~ to come to 

. , 
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:.merlca meant leaving independence and being forced into slavery. Thus. the 

lord " immigration" has a very different meaning to us. 

But both of us agree that political refugees deserve the right to 

!migrate. and both of us wi1,1 fight for these rights. Whether the prisoner is 

" 
TC!coh TImmerman in a jail in Argentina. or Anatole Sharansky in the Soviet 

jnlon, or Nelson Mandela in South Africa, we believe that th.e government of the 

' oited States should spe~k out on behalf of those unjustly jailed, and not 

: l~;.:t ize i tJ with their jailers. That is why I went to Geneva with the Peace 

Jele:ation of the United States. and had the chance to speak ta Premier 

;orbm:hev. I raised the issue with him about Soviet Jews. That is why earlier 

thi£ ~,onth. I met outside of. the White House with South Koreans, protesting the 

")!"ut.all ty of their awn SOuth Korean government. And that' 5 why so many of us, 
.... ,~'. 

3lack and Jew, White and. Hispanic, marched together and were ~rrested .together 

)i.:t~l,oie of the South African embassies across this co~try. Because on the 

ilum~ll' rights issue, we must be united. 

Look around this room. Look at the person .~l~ting nex~ to you, ' the 

pecp12 sitting in your row, in front of you, We're the people who care, the , . 

~~le who made the effort to come out to tonight because we care, because we 

share, We had the choice not to be here. We chose to come because we care. 

)L~ enemy is not within this room, but outside. among those who try to stop 

~omm.mication, ta spread fear and distrust,. set us ag~inst one another, because 
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they oppose our principles of social justice and human dignity, and so they try 

to set us one against another. 

Look at this building. Think about the value of this college, [the first 

••..• ] educational experienpes this school made available. Think about the 

ti~~dlcated teachers and people who teach here [a lot]: Barry Commoner. Alan 

Hevesl a~d Mike Harrington. Think about how much education has contributed to 

the health of our nation and the strength of our society. But there are those 

wilo want t!l cut back education. The President' s budget proposes to trim $5 

b!lllon from the federal edUcation budget, [to narrow the branch In favored 

loans]. to lessen the number of classes that can be taught, of scholarships 

available, of textbooks that will be used. The enemy is not within this roOD, 

b~t outside, among the people who talk about excellence and try to cut back 

education. 

Look at the young people with us tonight. Think about our hopes and 

,g:,~ als when we were their age. Think of what they mean to us, to all of us as a 

society and a nation. What sort of future can they expect when -decent jobs are 

shrinking, America's economic base is weakened, opportunities for employment 

?nd education are disappearing. The enemy is not within this room, but outside, 

among those people who deny other people the chance for a better life. -

When we understand that the enemy is outside, when we understand that our 

allies are inside, when we get real strong on the inside and turn to each other , 
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nd not on each other. we will know the site of our fight is not a pizza parlor 

n Queens. among the (lost. the •...• and the maimed]. or even a lonesome road 

n Gecrgia. Those are the extremes that threaten and divide us all. The site , 

'f ~U+ fight is where Howard Beach and Harlem converge; a plant gate that closed 

'n WDrke~ . without notice; a shipyard dumping goods made in slave labor in South 

,frica [ ...•...... and undercut] organized labor; a family farm -- the farmers . . 

lave been driven from the land wi~out mercy. management or [markers]; a miSSile 

:;i~. ft"hich threatens the human race. 

These are tough times for us, because we are under investigation. And I 

~ubm1t tv yeu, my friends, tonight that blood and religious ethics that bind us 

jr8 stronger than the tensions that (bestrain] us. Thank you very much. 

;~lBSI : Well. we promised a special evening, and I think we delivered a special 

3vening. But it is not over. I was asked to suggest that ~f you still had 

=luest1cli.s, there would be time for you to gi~e .them .to the ushers. The problem 

is, ~'~re are SQ many in here now that I am convinced we're not gOing to get 
. . . ". e.. .: 

through all of these. So let me take the ~iberty," I'll call. a name, have you go 

to microphone number one, the second name to microphone number two. This is at 

ran~. Ruth Blume, go to microphone ~~ber one, please. Earl Wellington 

Hazal, Jr., microphone number two. Me. Hazal? The lights are in our eyes, so 

please begin . Are you there, sir? 

Yes, I am, 
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HEVESI: Okay, why don't you ask the first question? And would you please 

indicate to whom you are addressing your question? 

RAZAL: This question is: for Reverend Jesse Jackson : I commended the fact that 

. . 

you ran for the presidenCY, in the last election. In doing so, you had a way" of , 

combining [the] minorities into a common cause, not just in getting you elected 

as President of the United States, but reminding us as a people how to vote, and 

I found that highly commendable. And I'd like to know. are you considering 

doing the same thing in 19907 

JACKSON: Yes. 

HEVESI: We're off to a very good start. Ruth Blume? 

>" 4.", 
BLOMS' Yes, yes sir, l'm here. 

REVESI : Is that Ruth Blume? 

BLUME: Your Ruth Blume. 

HSVSSI: I never saw this iady before In my life! 
' .. , 

BLUME: I want to addCess my question to Reverend Jackson. I had "the pleasure 

of hearing you at the Democratic" COnvention in san Francisco", 

to the" Convention. and I assure you -- and everyone here 

added great luster to the occasion, I'd fike to preface my que~ti~n by stating , 

that I. too, am a member of a minority: I'm a Jewish woman, and as such, I am a 

. . . 
minority person in the United States. The que"slion that I want to pose is one 

" ". " 

that I think is in the minds or" almost I shouldn't say alma"st; I would say a 
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arge percentage of the audience here tonight -- you spoke about the risks of 
.' 

tIring ourselves with our jailers. And yet there are so many people here -- In 

ere, and in the .literal and\flguratlve outside of this auditorium -- who have 

he sense that in ~pi:te of t~e fact that we've heard so many admonitions tonight· 
,. ..\ 

bout rejecting the , ~ig9tS. not h~~ing them, fighting them whether here or 
.. ' 

broad, @2ny of us have kno~ th~t you haye identified and not denounced your 

:ssociation with Farrakhan. who we consider an arch-bigot. My point Is this, 

:i!": Everything that you said tonight I agree wi th. Much of what r ve read 

~~ yvu have said where I haven't been in the audience, I agree with. But I 

·Gel that YO'..1 are not fully advocating the cause of true liberty and respect of 

'eople to People until such time as you do that, and I can't understand why you 

Lave not to date, and are you going to tonight? 

IAC.KSQN: You've asked a question that I think is [very ..•.. and basic]; I can 

.-e.ll £ror.! how the audience responded. In my democratic tradition, ~ reserve the 

'"igh't to disagree with the positions taken by people that I don't agree with. J 
. - ;.~ . .- . '. 

'eserve that right. and I exercise that right. In my religious tradition, I 
. ' . ... . 

~ke a distinction between someone's point of view and rejecting their person. ., .. - . 

~ have no religious basis for .tha~. rm no~ that good myself.. And so, in my 

lwn sense of tolerance, and as a matter of 6tr~tegy, I think that it's a mistake 
. - . 

:()r us t:) put. for emotional purposes or political purposes, Farrakhan in the . .. . . 

;enter of our relationship, or to put Kahane in the center of our relatlo~ship. 
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They fit in a spectrum, but they're not in "the center. They're not a litmus 

test of who we are and what our challenges are. There's " a Congressional Slack " 

caucus~ 23 members; there 'are 20-odd Black mayors; there are almost 6,000 black 

elected officials; there are major rel1goius "denominations~ Cannot ' the "sum"' 
" 

total of these groups and their relationship have more weight than an individual 

" " " , " 

in the spectrum of things? I think that in my strategy and tactics, it Is a 

mistake , and I certainly will not measure my relationship with Jewish people by 

anyone or any group of individuals as a litmus test for our relationship. I 

.-
will not do that. I hope [that the way the audience] is responding, that I hope 

we can continue this rather sacred dialogue in a realm atmophsere of civility, 

because we're trying to root out anxieties and fears, " to free; ~~p two people~ to 
. , 

get togather and salvage our nation . "This i s a rather se['ious setting tonight, 

and if we get into scoring and reSponding, " and these -loud clapping" [ •. •• . • ]. we 
, : 

may miss something precious, a chance to make a breakthrough. " 

REVESI: Eileen Garcia, to one microphone, and Gilbert Benjamin. And"after 

them, Walter Kaufman and Bernard Goldberg. Eileen Garcia? And I would admonish 

those who are approaching the "mike. please ask questions. We are all 

"" " " " 

sophisticated enough to get our Point of view into a question, without having to 

ma"ke a speech. To whom do you address your question? 

GARCIA: Rabbi Tanenbaum. Good evening . I"m sorry, but I h~nestlY\iidn't'" th":f.nk 

I was going to get picked. 



ANENBAUM: You won the lottery! 

.o\RCIA: 11Y question waf!: c,;,nc:ernlng the two religious [leaders here]. you and 

ev~rend Jesse Jackson •... and also the relationship. My question is about 
" '. 

h11dren. who are In sch~ol. , and it needs to begin with ~ity as small children . 
\ ' 

ft the public school that QY daughter goes to, during the holidays, the way they 

ring across these holidays, they'll bring over Chanukah and teach all that 

['.om the Old Testament, but the Christian side of it is santa Claus. Or with . . .' . 

'c:ssover, and Easter is the rabbit, instead of the resurrection of our Lord. or 

:hriGtmas the birth of Christ. I don't object to my daughter coming home and 

;.inging the songs of .Chanukah. or the story of [Mordechail and all that. I 

lon't, not at all. But I would like also the Jewish children to understand what 

lur Christian holidays !"e.ally mean. It's not Santa Claus, it's not the Easter 

mnny. And this Is something [you •.... ] in public Schools, so that you're , ... 

;€ttlng a lot of the Jewish traditions but not the Christians, or the Muslims. 
. "~. .. 

~ lot of them don't· believe in either of those, and they feel alienated in 

;chool. 

rANKNBAUM: 1'm beginning to feel it might be easier for me to talk about Louis 

:arrakhan. I thought .the real problem you had, and a number of Christian 
" 

)arents have with which I empathize, is that since .Christ~as is a time in which 

there's gift-giving on one night, and then Christian kids get involved with 

Jewish kids, and they get gifts eight nights a week, kids come home and say, 
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: ..... , .. " 

"where's my other stuff,?" With all respect, the assumption of your question is 

that the public school is the place for teaching the Christ story and the 

traditions of Christianity, in its ~lchness and its fullness. It is possible to 

talk about religious holidays of various religious cultural groups from a 
" 

cal~ural perspective, But out of my own experience I I learned first of all 

~bout Chanukah in the home of my parents, who were devout. traditional Jews. and 

in roy own religious school, where I went regularly on sabbath services and holy 
., .. 

,days. That's the place where I learned authentically about my authentic 

t.ol1days. I did not need, and in fact, after a while, I began to find it 

9ffensive. when an evangelical teacher felt an obligation to teach ·me about [the 

story of the Maccabees in] Chanukah observances. There was something distorted 

' .. :--

~r.d inappropriate about that. I think the real issue for us is. let's stop 
. i . ~ 

Saking the public schools the dumping ground for everything we're not doing 

i'; 

3urselves. It 15 the obligation of parents, churches and syngagogues to carry 

' i .; ' : . . 

out their religious functions, And if they fail to do so, it really is a cop-

·i '" 
out to expect the public school teachers to become surrogate parents and 

'. " 
.~ ., . ., . 

surrogate priests, ministers, nuns and rabbis: I hope ·that doesn't upset you, 

mJt I feel very keenly that that's a necessary approach to put this back In some 

perspecti ve. 

GARCIA: Thank you. 

Gilbert Benjamin? To whom do you address your quest.ion? , 
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,ENJAMIN: Both the Reverend {and YOu], It seems to me tha~ [Black-Jewish 

"elat.ions .•... throughout history ...... ,. collectively work together ...... ] 

ens5;on throughout the country. In the United States and in foreign lands. The 
. ' 

:abb~ 'pointed out that [ ... " ..... ] congressmen voting together. and Blacks and 

Tews are taking consistent stands [on the same agendas]. Jesse Jackson --

:everend Jackson, excuse me -- he [counts a lot on] gaining Jewish support, 

)5pscia11r in New York. The upcoming caucuses are coming closer. I would like 
~ ,,-, . 

. 0 Jm!.JW what measures {are ...... going to take In seeing that either .;Jewish or 

nack person will eventually .••.••....••. ]. 

!EV5Sl: We understand your question. You want a strategic assessment [of 

. •••••. • ]. Is- that correct? 

TAC:GDN: The best way to do It Is one group needs a run and the other group 

leeds to support it. That's the way to win. Mr. Heves1, 1£ you run, I'll 
, . .... 

iUppo:'::"'t you, and if I run, you'll support me . That's aU, 

.ilN5SI:· Walter Kaufman. Are you at the mike, sir? 
" .. 

:<AUFMAN: Yes. I'd like a comment from senator Hevesi on the persecution of 
.;". 

Jews 1n Budape!?t. I ask that, because my mother left HlIDl;:ary at the age of 14 
-' . . 

in 1~06, and her [best] shipmates were [calvins and Jewish ...... ]. And of 
" 

::ourse. she became a very good American [in ••.. ] years. And I know your family 

Jnfo~tunately was touched by this terror [ ...... ]. 
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HEVESI: I ' ll tell you what. In the interest of time, since I am not a featured 

speaker here, I ' ll discuss that with you. It's very personal to me, being a 

HUngarian whose family suffered in the Holocaust, but I would like to restrict 

the questions to Rabbi Tan~nbaum and Reverend Jackson . Mr. Bernard Goldberg? " 

A,.,d would Fred Cinturano come to the microphone, and Michael Reese? Bernard 

Goldberg? 

GOLDBERG: Reverend Jackson, I had a few hard questions. One of them was asked 

a while ago; that was in reference to Farrakhan . Your explanat.ion to me was not 

too clear . I"d like you to expand on it a bit. The second one was, your 

a580ciation with the word "Hymie." 

JACKSON: First off. we went through a rather long [expression] about the term 

"HYiOIie," which had no intent to do harm, or to maim or to hurt . It was 

. . 
[addressed . • •... ] by anybody who's really interested in [ . .... and] going 

beJ'(lnd it would not serVe the purpose to go back and [.. . ... It]. On the f lrst 

ms~ter# it seems to me that what we really must decide tonight is very 

fundamental to our advancement forward in the dialogue . If we want to go 

faether. we have enough trials before us and enough cornman threats to do so. If 

we do not want to go forward, we have enough reasons to justify not doing that, 

either. It·s a very [formidable] decision that we have to make. There's an ad 

in [a magazine that was allover the country], the current Apple Computer 

ad~,.ertislng campaign. "[And a friend of mine it to me}, this is a picture 
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,f a black face with white lips and big eyes and (a .•.... ] and a natural 

lairdo. And it says, "What Al Jolson did for movies; Apple does for computers." 

!OW" this ad campaign was pu.t together by Mr. Alan [Rosenshein], President and , 

;EO of the [Omnicom) Group. We can let something like this become the 

~enterpiece and further divide US, " or we can come together and say that this Is 

In bad taste and disgraces all of us. SO we either use this to divide us, or we 

.:orne t.ogether and fight It.. It ' s our choice, In the matter of a few qays, a 

!ery heavy Congressional [vote] Is going to come out about the Israeli-South 

~,frican connection. very heavy .• very [ •..• ]. We could use that ocasion to say 

·'1 told you so" or we can use that occasion to come closer and somehow [do 

5Urgery] on that which is evil and maintain that which is good. The choice 

really is ours. If we choose to go forward the reason I came to this -- even 

forgiveness must be equal opportunity as w~ move forward. [You know • . as Mr. 
. . .. 

Reagan opened his campaign] in Philadelphia. Mississippi. it's not known because 

~'lere's a big air base there, . ~ ~ig plan1::, [~~S is where] they ~ound Goodman, 

Schwermer and Cheney. His signal was so clear that the Klan [endorsed him 

that day}. Blacks picked up the signal real fast, and within a month. I 

chall.eng.ed him face-to-face, and he backed off the Klan endorsement a little 

bit. But he didn't stop when he got to Bitburg, and he didn't stop then [with 

the •.. . ... to Johannesburg], and then didn't stop when he made Rehnquist --, 

RepJ1quist! -- the [chlefest) justice, who signed the document --------- [ •• .•. a 
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member of that •.•.•.•• ]? We have Rehnqulst as chief SUpreme Court justice? 

[ ........ ] 

r'~ here because I ~ant us to relate, I want us to form a coalition and 

fight our common threats. ~d therefore I choose to [major on] that which unites 

us, and choose to try to get beyond that which divides us. But it really Is our 

choice. 

TANENBAUM: I said In my talk, I said it earlier [along). before Jesse Jackson 

made h5. ~ decision to rlm for the first time for the presidency of the United 

State~ , when he and I had a meeting [with] one of my colleagues. There are few 

issues In public life that would be more meaningful to me than to be able to 

:1. . 

l"'E:build the Black-Jewish coalition with the same power of trust and intimacy and 

solidarity that we had In the 19606, even into the early 19705. I can't begin 

to tell you [that in detail], just a few things to say something about what that 

trust ~eant. There were some 12 Black children who were murdered [almost] 

oysteriously In Atlanta several years ago. You may remember that. We came down 

to Atlanta -- my own group, the American Jewish Committee -- and organized a 

memorial service for them, also a Black-Jewish meeting, · And we had a meeting 

Daddy King, Martin's father, We didn't ask for this; we just stayed to pay 

tribute to him. and what he and Martin meant to us: clear, unequivocal, 

unambiguous. straightforward commitment of friendship and solidarity on 

everything that meant something to us. and we were equally clear and unequivocal , 
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" our response (to them1. But Daddy King started off by saying, "This stuff 

bcut Farrakhan makes me sick. To hear Farrakhan talking about Judaism as a 

g:~t tex' religion"? What would we be without Judaism? What would we be without 
'. 

our B:.ble, without Moses, without the Exodus? To hear Farrakhan talking about 
., 

sre.a1 destroying the world, bringing Western Europe down?" And then he said to 

s, "Llsten, let me tell you something. When we just got started with the Civil 

iGhts ~ovement. and Martin King wanted to organize the first meeting of the 

lack ~O'lement in Atlanta, no hotel would open their doors to us. Only one 

ot;<;! l ... . }~ open to us. That hotel was owned by a Jewish man. He was the first 

ne to .Jpen the door for us. to And then he said. "You know. the FBI and the 

nternal Revenue service were the put on us to try to destroy us. And the 

ntert'lal Revenue service went over all our books, to try to prove that we were 

·.nvolved in fraud and embezzlement. (Nobody WOUldn't touch us], except two 

, eopl~ t one was an accountant, who was a Jewish man ; the second was a lawyer, 

Ii!; W'-¥ :, Jewish man who later got Martin out of jail." He said, "We don't 

:orget our friends, and we will not let anybody defame them." 

I accept what Jesse just said to us, in terms of wa~ting to look at the 

_~ie plcture in perspective. I think there"s a mainstream, there is that 

11story which is deep and profound, and we haven't even touched on that tonight. 

( rt; .. -:~.ll the National COnference on Race and Religion In January of 1963, which 

)co:..!!;t,t together i700 top religious leaders of America -- Greek Orthodox. 



" "':~" ",,:"" ~": 

- -

Catholics, Protestants, Evangelicals, Jews, "Blacks, Hispanics -- who met for the 

first time in the history of America on the issue of what we could do together 

to end racial discrimination. I served as Program Chairman of that conference. 

I had the privilege of ext~nding the first invitation to Martin Luther King to 

the first na"tional ecwnenical meeting in America. at which he made a powerful 

~ech slde-by-side by Abraham Joshua [Heshel]. I know what that experience of 

tr~st and unequivocation and [the depth of commitment] which allowed for no 

(even marginality] of bigotry. Now, I simply have to say. I thj~k that Jesse 

Jackson is an enormously gifted man. I think JeSSe has made a fundamental 

historic contribution to the cause of 60cial and economic justice in America. 

But I also have to say. with all friendship and respect. I think you're fooling 

yourself if you think that the issue of Louis Farrakhan is marginal [altogether 

.•.•.. ]. And simply for this reason, Louis Farrakhan, when he comes to New York 

and co~es to Madison Square" Garden. 25.000 people give him a standing ovation 

,-
" 

~hen he utters the most Vile anti-Semitic bigotry. that Is not an isolated 

marginal event. And when he doe"s it In Los Angeles and does it in Chicago and 

does it around the country, we are not dealing with a minor phenomenon. [Now, 

:": 

be quiet nowl. I want to see Jesse succeed, for the sake of the Democratic 

party. for the sake of justice. It may well be that (I think he's right]: if 

Jesse Jackson becomes President of the United States, somewhere along the way 

there'll be a Jew after him, and maybe. God willing, there'll be" a woman after 
. , 
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lat. But we really want to turn the corner, If we really want to turn the 

Jcner, I want Jesse to feel free to say to us, "We' ce scared to death about 

:ier Kahane. That man's preaching racism and death to Christians, and death to 
\ 

:-a..~s, 3:lU drive them out of Israel. They're scared to death of him." And I 

)uld ~ay to him, "You're absolutely right, and you have a right to say to us, 

~er.e are you and what are you doing about it?' And we are insisting that thIs 

JO have his community removed from the Knesset of Israel," which is happening. 

w;mt Jp.t-.... ;:;e to be open for me to say to him. "I get scared to death when I see 

'JL:i;:! F.~~:-.~r.han fIlling up Madison Square Garden and gOing around the country, 

1t just vulgar street anti-semitism, but the worst kind of almost Nazi bigotry 

.1 ich makes demon of Jews -- "the synagogue of Satan," "the [ ......• ] religion." 

hat's lIDt [innocent talk]. And when you tie that in with [Ghaddafl], then we 

ave Ideological problems of a very profound nature. We have got to deal with 

ha t -: 3;! <!lmost a pathology). If the Vatican and the Catholic church after 1900 

ear~ ~ f ~reaching that kind of stuff, an imprint made on the culture of Western 

hristlan civIlization with that kind of imagery, that traditionalist church has 

he ~~rage to face it and say that it is wrong, we reject it. we will not 

oler-~:n.e that being taught, preached about, by anyone anyplace, and adopts a 

atican declaration to declare that. we have a right to ask that, 1n appropriate 

ays, ~r.at be rejected with no ands, ifs or buts. 
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JACKSON: Anti-Semitism and racism should be rejected with no ifs. ands or buts, 

but as long as there's life. there's hope for individuals. And we do reject it. 

I still have to -- I'm not'going to ask you to do anything about Kahane. because 

Kahane is a Jew, Kahane is a hUman being, and he is an elected official. He has 
" 

a point of view that most .Jews don't agree with. In this country or Israef. And 

I accept it for what you say it is: unrepresentative of who you are. Kahane 

does not scare me If he doesn't scare yOU. During the course of my campaign, 

Kahane wrote a letter to U~ TOday, and threatened to lead a demonstration on 

the house of my wife and children. and the press would not respond to it as 

~rious . And some of his operatives, on the day my campaign opened, they 

tbr~atened to interrupt and to obstruct the opening and had to be carried out. 

the media did not focus on that as offensive. Because of rather gross 

'. ,' , 
irtsensitivity, there came a great sense of fear in . the (Black community); that 

people had to guard my house and my wife and children, and yet I still would not ' 

.' ... 
make Kahane the centerpiece of a serious dialogue. I know too many other Jewish 

~ .. ; 
people whose spectrum is too broad and too great. ·Tonight, in this room, is the 

Secretary of the National Baptist COnvention USA, which · has seven million 

Ge9bers, Reverend [Franklin Richardsonl. who lives here in Queens. And his 

(present the National ....•. Church, the .•... Zion Church, the 

.. . .. .•. . -. 
Church of God Christ, 23 •........ ), if groups of this magnitude and strength 

would begin to take questionable or anti-Semitic positions, th~t would be great , 
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eason. from where my experience is. to feel terribly anxious. But we must 

etermine what's to represent the train of thought where we live. We have to 

ake some judgment . And jus~ as you said trust you. you must trust me, and 

rust is always C ••. ••. I submit to you thatJ you are making a fringe a 

:entE-""9.icce of a relationship with much depth and breadth , and almost nobody . 

)lack -- almost nobody Black -- believes that . Almost nobody Black believes 

~hat . And you must trust the collective intelligence of us to determine what we 
, , 

" . 

"Jnsider t o be a dangerous t.rend or a non-dangerous trend. I say that as 

;incerely as I know how. We cannot be responsible for every expression. how 

:very [strength arises out of .. ... J. And we will not tie you down ( . •• •. ~. 

lutstanding] Jewish names that are in the media who represent some real serious 

threats to life and limb and resources. And we refuse to make that a 
L' 

:enterpiece for our relationship . We just refuse to do that, an~ I hope we 
1,..·. . ',~ ., 

,)e;rer Hl11. I hope we never wi ll. 
'..: ' 

We should have Mr. Fred [Cinturano] at this microphone. and Mr. Michael 
'. '.:-'. 

Reese at the other? And would [Barry Friedman] and Al saunders go to the mike? 

!'le. Ci ntHe-ano . 

C'lN.fUP'p.!\'O : My question is for Dr . . Tanenbaum. You mentioned before the danger 
'. i 

of a collective narcissism. and then only a few minutes later, you repudiated 

the not i on that Zionism is racism . My question, sir. 1s that, isn't Zionism an 
. . " .. 

example of collective narcissim? 

so 
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TANENBAUM: If you're prepared to deal with that as a serious proposition, I 

would react to it as a proposition. Liberation movements In Africa are all 

collective narcisslsms. 

CINTURANO: can I ask it? . 
" 

TANENBAUM: SUre. It's your nickel. 

. . '." . . 
CIN7UEAJ~: As I understand it -- I'm not Jewish, but" the core' of Zionism Is the 

definition of collective narcissism that you 'put forth: elvin'g 'your own group 

all the human virtues. And I don"' t know If that' s the core of all l1beratio'n 

movements. 

TANENBAUM: Well, I don't know how much you have 'studied the hiStorY of the 

;' .,., .. .• 
ZionIst movement or the literature of the Zionist movement. My sense is you 

have. read very little of it, and know very little about it, and I wIll be glad 

. . ., '. , .'" 
to send you some material about it . Let me just 'say that the Zionist move'ment, ' 

which began with the writings of Theodore [Herzel], who was"a j·ou~~l1st "in 

.:~ ' I .,' ..... . " J '" . ,"." 

Vienna, who saw the impact of the [Dreyfuss) trial and the horrendous classic 

anti- Semitism that broke out allover France -- he was a correspondent there . 

. "" f: 

He came to the decision that the future of "the Jewish people" 'who ~~re vuinerable 

as victims, [as DreyfU'ss were]. could only be reaUzed in a place of ha~~n. 

soo that movement was organized for the sake of achieving liberation of Jews 

from prejudice and persecution and hatred, and set about to restore Jews in 

their ancient homeland of Palestine .. Jews have prayed and worshipped in the , 
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lrectlon of Jerusalem and PalestIne fo~ nearly 4000 years, It is a movement of 

~deeming 2 people, and restoring a people to their homeland, of restoring a 

:ople to the soil, to a lif~ of nature -- to become farmers again, which they 

~ l'e prohibited from doing in much of the Diaspora. We see that as the parent 

)vement of most of the liberation movements that are taking place in much of 

~~ Ttlird World today. It is analogous, almost to the core, with their ideology 

t the liberation of people from slavery and oppression. 

S ... ·~3I, 'ri ' ie is getting short; we're close to the end. There are three people 

... ~}i:-:d.;; o the microphone, and I think that will probably end the questions. 

~u then !'~ gOing to ask both Rabbi Tanenbaum and Reverend Jackson for any 

oncludbg comment they wish to make. At that microphone should be Mr. Michael 

""se . 

EESE: I am appalled at the rhetoric and the ideological smokescreen that has 

:H eOl pl ?:::~ by the speakers here tonight. 

~ 1'5sr: :\:1 right. why don't you [tell us] how appalled you are in the context 

f a question. 

'ESS: 0" ., I think, first of all, by a show of hands, from the Black 

)ffimuni ty. I'd like to know, how many brothers and sisters in here support Louis 

'arrakhan? 

· ." ~ . 



. • ~'. '. ., ' ..• : .' .oJ,.' . , .. 
HEVESI: Mr. Reese, . please. we ' have dealt with some very heavy controversiai ' 

issues frankly and candidly. [but we follow .•.... . ~ ] is ' the only way to do it . 

Ask a question~ please. . \ 

. . . 
REESE: I'd like both ' you to respond to my statement, which is, i£ there Is ever 

'.' 
gOing to be an authen~ic relationship ' betw~en Blacks "and Jews. 'there has' to be 

an ideological direction. as well as ideological clarity in how 'we are going to 

. '. 
foster this type of relationship. Look at the nature of how we talk about 

oppression and how we've all been so oppressed. We understand that the nature 

of this oppression is due ' to the type of society we are living in. What type of 

active stands are we going to take together to rid this society, to transform 

thi~ society. from the tactics that are oppressing us today? ,.:.. .::--------
i>" 

you as a candidate and our relations with the Jewish community? 

JACKSON: Well, nothing i~ preventing me' from running for a third party. but I 

cilOose to build a coaiition' strong enough' to : defeat R~agan ~d his heritage': 

. .' .' , . 
That ' s my [feeling]. And of course. I say respectfully ' that the challenge 'that 

we have before us tonight. [In this] pluralism, to take bits and pieces of 

broken relationships whi~h will never be ' whole by definition, to take the' ~'st . 

of what is within us and the worst of that which threatens us and coalesce 

around a common agenda. That's our choice .. and it may be our ' only chance. The 

fact that even in the glorious : Sixties, there was not this ideological marriage 

of [commonness) often referred to, there were tensions even then. But we simply 

..... '. 



, . ' " ~ . 
lase. in a scale of ten -- (say we] agreed on seven issues out of ten -- let's 

Ive on . We didn't focus on three and decide not to relate; we focused on the 

!ver. , which is the basis on ~ny coalition . 'tou focus. you maximize the pluses , 

lnimize the minuses , and move on. And whether in a coalit1on between religious . .. 
" 

~ e thnIc groups, or a coalition or a partnership between h~sband and wife, if 
, .. - " 

m choose. after X number of months, to focus on the areas of disagreement, . 

Ju 've got a divorce around ~he corner. If you choos~ to build on that which is .. ; . 

len more gi ving, you will survive . the tough .ti.mes or d~.ff1cult s.,t.tuations. 

)W , t hat J. s my view of coalition building, and I opera te out of that frame of 

!£erence here today. 

eVESI : Barry Fr1ed~n. to whom do you wish to address your question? i , 

aIEOMAN: To the Reverend Jackson. please . Reverend, I am the Presiden~ of the 

ewish Activities Club here .on campus. and we are attempting to establish a .. ' .'. 

i aloglle he t ween the Black Student Union and our orga nization . .The previous ... 
, .. ' J ,_~ • • 

peaker . Hi~e Reese , is the President of the Black Student UnIon . 
'J. ..- ' .• ~.;. .;-:. :r: . 

ACKSON: That's what makes Queens Queens. 
'. . . 

RIED~-AN' And we do plan to . meet in the future with them . . , We need your help. 

he p.roo.l~m [1s that] this is our campus, and. unfortun~telY, none of the student 

eaders on campus were inylted to this program. That s~.te~.ent .aside~ ,f!lY s~c~md 

uestion, which has nothing to do with the first, is, what is . yo~r re~a:tionship 

ith Yassir Arafat? 
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JACKSON : I don't have a relationship with nim. I met him one time . That's" the 

answer. I do not have a relationship" with him. What Ida know Is in the Middle 

East., [our president promised to represent . . • . ~ .. security, and with "a great 

bout of symbolism). this" ~dministration had" all ttle r 'ight " symbols and all the 
\ ' 

right. rhetoric, but after seven years, there are more Israelis "dead. more ' Arabs 

dead. more Americans dead. more Americans held hostage and more money spent". 

more chaos and less chance of peace , SO the [purpose] of these symbols have 

been. diversionary . My [way of thinking], having been [born under apartheid] in 

. . . 
this" country, our challenge is to work out ' relations hips with our enemies, 

because. [while we may have it with our friends). " you cannot" get peace with an 
./ :,. 
~,l" -

av.e~i!l"Cilt with your friends : It' s the enem"ies that must be ne'"lltral1Zed or 
.!:~~j~"f" 
~"ci"~~rted or otherwise a co-existence worked out w1.th . And "i " say this about " 

[Arafat]. because it's "another 0I1e of those charged iSSue"s: .. When [Reverend 

people, met with Arafat; C"in " :. ~ • .. ] we "Said " to him, '~We support that' you support 

." "'" ' " bm:mearies. and that 'your " fO"cus' O"u&hl to be on a mutual "recognition Pact "for" " 

mutual survival. to We didn't take to him any money or " [a gun]. We took""to him a 

challenge for a mutual recognition :~"st> That '-ought to be "respected and not " 

condemned. That's good judgment ': That's the right thin"g to do. And so that's 

the nature of that relationship. " We met once . 
. , 
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Now, as for you and Brother Reese -- where's Brother Reese at? Get uP. 

1icl1a21. 

;:RI.EIDtAN: Can Brother: Ree~ come stand next to me , please? 

JACKSQN: Brother Reese. come on out here! Corne on down. Brother Reese, and 
. " 

I-11 g~t this thing going. Rabbi Tanenbaum and I. we c~ argue, but we're too 

.lI d to fi ght. Wait a minute, now ; (let me . •••• . ,". ~"' . bring ....• ] back qome 

:U1d t hen gett1n~ you all together. I feel [good about this]. .·see, now, that: 

:.IaSTt" t hard ! 

New. I want ~o tell you this real good, and it's very important . Please 

hear this, friends. If the two of you want to devel.op a relationship, you will. 

~~, r recommend that as you break down this barrier , have a little common 

sen5l!! , to not put Kahane and Farrakhan on to~ .. ~~, the agenda . . Have that much . 

common sense, because .r~u _w0r:' ~ .t go rye fu~~e.r than that. • . There: s . a whole age~da 

ox 1tus, you· know. like (normal Eelationships] in Queens -- you all can agree . . . . . 

on t~~t . can't rouJ . You all can agree that [people shouldn't be] kIlled at 
. ..... ,C~' .• • •• 

pizza parlors, ,is that right? . You ~~an.. chec.~ .off on that. Both of you all agree 

t h::3t, ·we should' free South Africa. You can check off on that • . Both of you .all . 

a~eG that we should maintain college scholarships and not replace them with 

loans. You both agree on that, .d?n' t yoU? The point 1s, there are eight or ten 

i tems - - serious items -- that you agree on . . [That's the of tension:] how 

you view ideology, history, personalities, Kahane, Farrakhan, If the base is 



. " 
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laid on issues of solld~ honest-ta-goodness survival, you'll have the strength 

to survive the areas of tension. But 1£ you start with tension first, you'll 

never get to areas you agree on. But the key to it all Is that you've got to 

want to have a relationship together. You've got to want to do that, and out of 
.' 

that flows everything else. 

HaVESI: Oar last question, prior to the final questions of our speakers, is 

feom Al saunders. 

$AvNDERS: This question Is addressed to both of the speakers. In view of the 

tough times tht we face here C .....•. now], could you tell us how you would 

reso~ve the differences between Blacks and Jews on the question of jobs, laws • 

. aud affirmative action? And keeping in mind the [business space] of the 

Elacks and the Jewish people [ . .. . •.. . ]. 

TANENBAUM: I came to the microphone first because Christians don't have a 

.anopoly In charity, [and Jesse needs a little . . ..... 0 " ••• a lot of work 

tonight]. This is an issue, as Jesse has already indicated, where Jews and 

Blacks, and indeed. people of goodwill generally In American society. I think 

have a very important potential contribution to make. The problems of 

unemployment. the "growing change in the economic infrastructure In America, the 

decline of manufacturing, the decline of low-entry blue collar jobs, has become 

an absolute disaster, especially for Black young people in America. The 

transformation of our society increasingy as cities into information centers and , 



:ervice centers has made us into dual cities, where only either the very wealthy 

'. the very poor can survive. And it will get worse unless there is a common 

itrategy worked out on how tp provide fundamental [employment] to meet the 

~undam2ntal 10b needs of many young people, most of ~hom -- the rate of 

" 
~JS~plQyment among young Blacks is double that of the general White society. 

rt~ p,Dverty rate of .children in America has now become grotesque. We know the 

:undamental challenges that we have to face, and this is one of the basic 

~contributionsl that I believe that the Reverend yesse Jackson will help 

~op. tribute to the United States, to the American people# through the Democratic 

>at''-Y .. and I want to see him get a hearing for this. I think of many 

~and1dates, Jesse Jackson has come forward recently with an e~nomic strategy for 

,reerl~ that at least begins to make sense in terms of the real needs of the 

30ciety. In any case, let me say a rather complicated thing simply: the Jew1sh 

:::O:lS1.!l11ty of the United States, through Its national Jewish COmmunity ~elatlons 

.o\~!stn:y COtmC~~, representing perhaps some 21 American Jewish groups, is 
'c, 

fundamentally a~d firmly and unalterably . ~ommitted to support of aff~rmative . 

3·::tlQn. for minority groups In this cOlBltry. The false [conflict in some ways] 

thl3t has developed over the issue of goals and timetables: the central question 

is, affirmative action is on the books, and a great many governmental agenCies 

1ave not been implementing affirmative action. Had they been implementing that 

3S they were required by law, with vigorous watching the way in which they moved 
, 
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forward to provide these opportunities, we would not need discussions over 

quotas. And that, I think, Slacks and Jews, agong others, can help try to bring 

about in our government. I. 

Before I conclude, and before we all disappear for the evening , I don't 
" 

want this evening to pass by without Jesse Jackson knowing from me personally --

and I think in behalf of many of us who are here in the Jewish community -- that 

we did not take for granted his act of moral courage and decency when he made a 

major point -- not a minor point -- of coming before Gorbachev in Geneva and 

presenting to him the cause of human rights of SOviet Jews and other peoples. 

/That commitment. plus others, represents the kind of core issues about which we 
I 

have much to talk. And I hope that Jesse and I, among many others. will have 

opportunities to talk about many issues, including the Middle East and also 

domestic issues about which we [have begun] talking this evening. 

For me, this has been an extraordinary experience. and I want to thank 

the Pi~sident of the school and Dean Schwarcz and Al Hevesi for having made it 

possible for Jesse Jackson and me to (have a talkfest that all of you were 

listening in on], Thank you. 

JACKSON: Let me make three observations. One to you. Rabbi Tanenbaum, another 

chance for me to share debate and dialogue, let me assure you that I respect you 

verye much, very much . Number two: central to my (argument and] strategy in 

"-the face of areas of tension, and my resistnce to allowing anyone or two 
" 
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ings. ~r people, to destroy us and our feelings . I appreciate the comment 

oU~ my confronting Gorbachev in Geneva, and I did. The Nazism -- the Neo-

z,J5!A -- [in . . .... • . ] some rears ago, [and the white press saying that 

'wi $O people had ..• •.... . 1, my wIfe and family stood in the pulpit of the 

mple wi th the rabbis, because we chose to. as .1 ~onfronted Gorbachev because I 

lOse t o, and walked down the dusty roads of Alabama and Mississippi together, 

:CaL~ we chose to, [and look at] the history of struggle and bloodshed and 

.. £e r 1sk is just too much investment to allow anything to blow it away. 

l astly, there ' s a lot of pain in Black American [life1. and Jewish 

:l ends . you must hear this. And Black friends, and brothers and sisters. hear 

liS i f you will, because what's happened in the last six months [may bring] the 

lol e affirmative action/ quota issue into real focus, it may be this . If there 
'.' 

", 

~re a debate about how many Blacks or Jews had seats in this auditorium 

)night. and we start using some system to determine who should have what seats, 

,)Ere they should sit, that assumes you have an auditorium. But if the whole 
" . ·i . • . 

Jditorium burns up, then it's a moot issue. And right now, the auditorium is 
,.' :.-

~et' s iege. Ten years ago, this issue of (Bakke was ragi~g]; Blacks were 

~~sie!ve. because we knew that we had freedom but we didn't have equal~ty , and 

~ could not ever [shake our caste], identification of color . -- we couldn't do 

ot hitlg to get past our caste. Ten years later, my friends. ten years later --

the University of Chicago] had five percent Black students In 1976; today it's 
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2. 5 percent and dropping . 1300 faculty members ; 11 Black. Harvard -- 97 Black 

fres hmen last september. down 30 percent In ten years. Princeton -- 1600 

graduate students: 22 were Black. 645 faculty members; 7 Black. University of 

Michigan. 7.7 percent Blacks In 1976; 5. 0 today. 2200 faculty members; 63 
.' 

Blacks on a tenured track. SO this whole cutback, the impact of [that] on us, 

nas been to free up the nation of any conscious obligation to recruit, admit, 

train, hire and develop . So we have lost In these last ten years In a major 

way. But 1£ that wasn't correct, Reagan's budget cut now of $5 billion out of 

the $19 billion educational budget -- that threatens those who are [ ... . . on the 

~ .. .r.". ,.. .... ~ 

. g3meJ:~. So now the struggle for Blacks and Jews must be [to ....•. ] an education 

; ~\;~!~~{ ,~~ ~~\ 
b~et fthat ' s large enough to accommodate Blacks and Jews who want an education. 

:\:~;>,(.!~;J 
.. [They ' re not gonna get enough of what a1n't ... . • . . ]. We need enough for 

.. ,...)~: )' 
~~\f. 
everybody! 

HSVESI: Ladies and gentelemen. I'm going to tell you that I'm very proud to be 

::.' 

~ of this program. I'm proud of you for being here, I'm proud of Queens 

College. I think the def1nition of decency 1s [a militant] opposition to 

b i gotry. If t.he Rabbi and the Reverend and the two outsPoken students can shake 

believe -- wearing an academ.1c. hat, not a· politician"s hat -- that 1£ these two 

col1..'uun1t1es can reform a coalition, polit·ically and in every phase of life , both 



;oDJUuoities i00i111 be able to say. for as long as that coalition lasts. "Never 

again." Thank you very much. 

- - END --
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