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INVOCATION BY RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM, AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE, AT DINNER
HONORING PRESIDENT VON WEISZACKER, UNIVERSITY CLUB, JUNE 4, 1989, NEW YORK

RIBON HAOLAMIM, MASTER AND CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE,

WE, YOUR SONS AND DAUGHTERS, MEMBERS OF ONE HUMAN FAMELY, STAND TOGEENER ACKNOELEDGING

THE DIGNITY OF EVERY HUMAN LIFE CREATED IN YOUR SACRED IMAGE.

JEWS AND CHRISTIANS, GERMANS AND JEWS, WE ARE INEXTRICABLY LINKED BY THE TERRORS OF THE
PAST AND BOUND TOGETHER BY THE PROMISE AND HOPE OF A HUMANE FUTURE WHERE THE SANCTITY

OF LIFE, OF ALL LIFE, WIIL BE INVIOLATE AND REVERENCED.

MAY THIS HISTORIC EVENING IN WHICH WE HONOR THE EMINENT PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL REFUBLIC
OF GERMANY, A MAN OF GREAT MORBL COURAGE, WHOSE POWER OF SPEECH IS THE OUTWARD IMAGE

OF HIS INNER INTEGRITY, BE A TIME FOR ALL OF US TO REACH OUT TO ONE ANOTHER IN RENEWED
FAITH AND TRUST FOR THE SHAPING OF A MORE HUMANE AND JUST WORLD.

IN THE WORDS OF RABBI NAHMAN OF BRAZLAV, 18th CENTURY HASIDIC MASTER AND GRANDSON OF THE
BAAL SHEM TOV, WE PRAY THESE HOLY WORDS:

"MAY THE WILL COME FROM THEE TO ANNUL WARS AND THE SHEDDING OF BLOOD FROM THE UNIVERSE,

AND TO EXTEND A PEACE, GREAT AND WONDROUS IN THE UNIVERSE. LET ALL REGIDENTS OF THE EARTH
RECOGNIZE AND KNOW THE INNERMOST TRUTH, THAT VE ARE NOT COME INTO THIS WORLD FOR QUARREL

AND DIVISION, NOR FOR HATE, GREED, AND JEALOUSEY, CONTRARINESS AND BLOODSHED, BUT WE ARE COME
INTO THIS WORLD TC LIVE TOGETWER IN PRACE AND FREEDOM WITH ONE ANOTHER AS GOOD NEIGHBORS

IN MUTURAE RESPECT UNDER THY GUIDING PROVIDRNCE.

ON THE EVE OF SHAVUOT, THE JEWISH FESTIVAL COMMEMORATING THE GIVING OF THE TEN COMMANDEMENTS
T0 ISRAEL AT MOUNT SINAI, WHICH WE OSSERVE BEGINNING THIS THURSDAY EVENING, WE FREELY
ACKNOWLEDGE THAT RESPECT FOR MORAL LAW IS THE FOUNDATION OF ALL JUST AND CIVILIZED BOCIETIES.
IV THIS SPIRIT, WE PRAY THAT THE POWER MIGHTIER THAN OURSELVES WILL CONTINUE TO INSPIRE

OUR HONORED GUEST WITH SUCH MORAL VISION AND STRENGTH, AND GIVE FULFILMENT TO ALL ENGAGED

IN THIS PILGRIMAGE OF RECONCILIATION.

ADONAI 0Z L'AMOR YITEN, ADONAI YEVORAH ET AMO BASHALOM, BLESS THE WORK OF THEIR HANDS,

AND GIVE STRENGTH T0 YOUR PEOPLE, ADONAI, BLESS YOUR PEOPLE WITH SHALOM,

HAMOTZI






