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INVOCATION BY RABBI MARC H. TANliliBAUM, AMERICAN JEllISI! COMMITTEE, AT DINNER 
HONORING PRESIDENT VON WEISZACKER, UNIVERSITY CLUB\ JUNE 4, 1989, NEW YOR!( 

RIBON I!AOLAMlM, MASTER AND CREAroR OF THE UNIVmSB; 

WE, YOUR SONS AND DAUGHTERS, MEMBERS OF ONE HUMAN FAlIUt, STAND roGEIIIW! ACKNOIILEDGING 

THE DIGNITY OF EVERY HUMAN LIFE CREATED IN YOUR SACRID IMAGE. 

JEWS AND CHRISTIANS, GERMANS AND m.s. lIE ARE INEXTRICABLY LINKID BY mE TERRORS OF mE 

PAST AND BOUND TOGETHER BY THE PROMISE AND HOPE OF A HUMANE FUTUlIE l/HERE THE SANCTITY 

OF LIFE, OF ALL LIFE, lIIIlL BE INVIOLATE AND Rl!.VERmCED. 

MAY THIS HISTORIC EVONING IN IflICH WE HONOR THE D!INENT PRESIDliliT OF THE FIDERAL REPUBLIC 

011' GERMANY, A MAN OF GREAT MOBIL COURAGE, lIIIOSE POWER OF SPEECH IS THE OUTWARD IMAGE 

OF HIS INNER INTEGRITY, BE A TIME POR ALL OF US TO REACH OUT TO ONE A.~OTHER IN RmEIIED 

FAIm AND mUST FOR mE SHAPING OF A KlBE HUMANE AND JIlST 1oIORLD. 

IN mE 1oIORDS OF RABBI NAlIMA.~ OF BRAZLAV, 18th cmlTURY HASIDIC MASTER AND GRANUSJN OF THE 

BAAL SHEM TOV, lIE PRAY mESE HOLY WRDS, 

"MAY mE = COME FROll 'lIllIE TO ANNUL :.rARS AND THE mEDDING OF BLOOD FROM mE UNIVERSE, 

AND ro EXTEND A PEACE, GREAT A.~ l.oNDROUS IN mE UNIVERSE. LET ALL RESIDENTS OF mE EARm 

RECOGNIZE AND KNOW THE ImIERMOST THurn, mAT VI: ARE NOT COME INTO THIS I>RJRLD FOR QlIARREL 

AND DmSION, NOR FOR HATE, GREED, AND JEALOusmt, CONTHARINESS AND BLOODSHED, SOT lIE ARE COME 

INro THIS I>RJRLD TO LIVE TOGET"ER IN PRACE A.ijD FREEDOM \lITH ONE ANOTHER AS GOOD NEICHBORS 

" IN ~ RESPECT UNDER THY GUIDING PROVIDEl!CE. 

ON THE EVE OF SHAVUOT, 'llfE JEllISI! FESTIVAL COMMEMORATING THE GIVING OF THE TEll comANDEMEN'J'S 

TO ISRAEL AT MOUNT SINAI, WHICH WE OBSERVE BEGINNING THIS THURSDAY EVENING, lIE FREELY 

ACKNOIILEDGE THAT RESPECT FOR MORAL LAI1 IS THE FOUNDATION OF ALL JIlST A.~ CIVILIZED llOCIETIES. 

IN THIS SPIRIT, WE PRA~ THAT THE POIIER MIGHTIER mAN OURSELVES WILL CONTINUE TO INSPIRE 

OUR HONORm GUEST WITH SUCH KlRAL VISION AND STRmGTH, A.lID GIVE FULFILMENT ro ALL ElIGAGED 

IN mIS PILGRIMAGE OF RECONCILIATlDN. 

ADONA! OZ L' _II YITElI, ADONAI YEVORAB ET AMO BASRllLOM, BLESS THE l.oRl\ or THEIR HANDS. 

AND GIVE STRElIGTH TO YOUR PIDPLE, ADONAI, BLESS YOUR PECPLE \lITH SHALOM. 

HAMOTZI 




